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MR. CLARK: Senator, as you know, there has been
a good deal of talk about dumping you if Ronald Reagan should
get the nomination, and picking someone else for Vice
President. Do you feel totally secure? Have you gotten any
recent assurances from Reagan that he will not yield to any
such pressure?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, I do feel totally secure,
because when Governor Reagan and I first talked about it, he
made it very plainly clear that this was a selection
that would go all the way through to a winning victory in
November. 1In addition, both Senator Laxalt and John Sears
have also made it abundantly clear, and they said without
any question the decision stands, and I feel very confident
it does. 1In fact I trust Governor Reagan. I think it is
interesting, Governor Reagan trusts me. We also trust the
delegates by telling them ahead of time who our Vice Presi-
dential choice is, and the big question is why won't the Ford
people trust their delegsates?

I think the delegates deserve to know who is going
to run with Jerry Ford, instead of handing out a laundry list
of 19 names. I think he owes it to the delegates to tell
who it is.

MR. CLARK: Senator, this controversy over your
nomination has all stirred up in the last two or three weeks,
well after you were named by Governor Reagan. My question is,
have you discussed it with him recently? Have you gotten
any fresh assurances from him that you will stay on the
ticket?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, I didn't get any fresh
assurances recently from him personally because I didn't
think it was necessary. But I have a firm reassurance from
Senator Laxalt, who volunteered it on his own, and from John
Sears. That is good enocugh for me. And I am confident
it is just where it is. I think it is just one of these
fabrications that come up in a convention. I suspect the
Ford people had a little bit to do with it. And we are
proud of our ticket; it is a winning ticket. In fact, I
would say Reagan-Schweiker could beat Jimmy Carter, and
frankly Ford-What's-his-name can't.



MR. PETERSON: Are you saying, Senator, then to those
delegates who are here and may have been hearing talk from
Reagan supporters, "Look, let's go shead and get
the Governor in and then we can take care of this other
problem;" that there is no way that can happen?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: That is exactly what I am saying.

MR. PETERSON: So they should ignore any entreaties from
the Reagan camp to vote for Reagan and then worry about
Schweiker later?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, there are not any of those
going on from the Reagan camp and I think it is just the other
side is stirring up fabrications because they
are making do with the fact that they don't have their own
team; they don't have their own second choice and they are
still dangling to 19 people the opportunity that only one
can have and in lieu of that they are trying to shoot our team
down.

MR. CLARK: Senator, one option that is being suggested
by conservatives is to have an open ballot for the vice
presidential nomination with the choice thrown to the convention.
Would that be one way to resolve the controversy that is
swirling around you?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I don't think that makes veryv much
sense, Bob, for this reason: How can you elect two people
who couldn't work together, who wouldn't be compatible?

You would have a twin-headed monster. Nobody could predict
what the outcome of something like that would be. You may
well end up with two people rumning in totally different
directions. So I don't think it makes sense.

I do think it makes sense to tell ahead of time what
kind of a team you are goingto have, what their formula for
victory is, and what kind of strategy they have in November
and that is exactly what the delegates deserve to know;who
Ford's choice for vice president is.

MR. CLARK: And do you accept the rather overwhelming
evidence from a number of surveys that have been made of
delegates that the convention appears to be strongly against
your nomination?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: No, I certainly don't, Bob. I think
this really is not the case. Actually, none of the major
surveys show that the Ford people have made it over the top
yet and only last week Roger Morton, in essence, said that
nobody has it locked up; that they are going to Kansas City
without any person having a lock on it. When their own
campaign manager says it isn't locked up, it isn't locked
up. We are going to have a rules fight; we are going to have
some platform fights.

I was at the '52 convention. Everybody went in there
saying it was all sewed up for Taft; he was 100 votes ahead.



Very similar to what some people are claiming now.

They had one fight; that did it; it was kaput and the other
side won.

I think it is very similar to that kind of situation.
It is a very delicate --

MR. CLARK: Senator, I was referring to surveys of
vice presidential preferences among the delegates. Them
have been a number showing that the convention appears to bhe
strongly against you. Do you accept that?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: No, I don't accept that. As a
matter of fact, it depends a little bit on what survey you
are talking about. The Gallup pcll made a survey which showed
Governor Reagan's position in terms of his relative standing
has slightly improved -~

MR. CLARK: That is a survey of the national voters. 1 au
talking about the surveys of delegates here at_the convention.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: As I recall, nobody has more than
10 or 15 percent, Bob. How can you sy that is an overwhelming
choice?

MR. CLARK: Tle sHington Post, for instance, had a suxrvey
which_showed that you: 3n1y about two and a half percent of
the delegates that favored you.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: As I say, nobody had more than 15.

MR. CLARK: I believe it showed Reagan himself comes
out strongest as a vice presidential preference in the
convention as a2 whole. John Connally is something like 17
percent. Baker runs up there. You ran ninth, as I recall,
in the Washington Post survey.
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SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, let me say thie. It is
interesting. I have been a Vice Presidential candidate for
two and a half weeks. Walter Mondale was a Presidential
candidate for something like three or four months, and in
two and a half weeks I had more points than Walter londale
had. So I don't think a survey at this early stage is very
indicative. Nobody had a majority in that survey. You are
quite right that Governor Reagan was in the lead, no question
about it. But I think Governor Reagan has made it very clear
that he isn't going to be a Vice Presidential candidate; he
is going to be on the Presidential ticket, and I think that
is the answer. And after you leave Governor Reagan it i:c a
very mixed bag.

MR. PETERSON: How many votes do you think your
candidacy has brought to the Reagan camp?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I think you can look =t the
Pennsylvania delegation as a good case in point. I can't
speak for some of the other delegations, but I think you will
see a similar analogy in the Northeast. For example, in
Pennsylvania before I was nominated as his Vice Presidential
runningmate, Reagan people had five wvotes. The week after I
got into the race we picked up another five, that's ten.

Our hard-core count is now that we have 23 wvotes in Pennsyl-
vania. That is a big switch, when the Ford people said
originally there were only five or six votes for Reugan in
the whole delegation. We are up to 23. There is still a
possibility we may get four or five more, although that is
just potential. So we have gone from 5 to 23, and I think you
will find --

MR. PETERSON: Why do you find that so impressive
in your home state?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, because the Ford people
said that they had it all locked up, everybody was in concrete
and picking Dick Schweiker in Pemnsylvania wouldn't make any
difference.

. So all I am saying, I think that going a reversal
of 20 votes when you are that clese, it was 20 votes on one
side versus 20 on the other, is really a 40-vote split.

' MR. PETERSON: How many in total do you think
you have added to the ticket?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I don't think we will actually
know until the balloting begins, but I do think we
have added substantially in the Northeast. I think you will
see a similar pattern in New York.

MR. PETERSON: Do you have any figures, sir?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Yes. In New York there are
some 20 Reagan delegates that they have figured on. 1In
Essence we figure we have a chance of getting 35 to 40, so
here is a potential pickup of ancther 20 there.

In New Jersey we have another pickup possibility
there.
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So if you talk about 20-some in Pennsylvania, another 20 in
New York and another 10 or so in New Jersey, that is enough
to make the difference.

MR. CLARK: Senator, you say there is a hard-corec
count of 23 Reagan-Schweiker votes in Pennsgvania. Ther:z are
a lot of conflicting headcounts out here, and as you know,

I am sure, the Ford headcount for Penmsylvania shows only
9 -- shows 10 Reagan-Schweiker votes and 9 uncommitted.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: But how many Ford votes do they
show, Bob?

MR. CLARK: They show the remainder of the delega-
tion.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: No, they don't. They have only
been claiming 84 to 86. They show the rest undecided, and
this is the point.

MR. CLARK: No, they show 9 undecided, 10 Reagan-
Schweiker, and the rest Ford.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: No, they show only --

MR. CLARK: That was yesterday.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Yesterday the Ford chairman said
they had 86 votes. Now, let's go back to the arithmetic.
They started out saylng they had 96 votes, then they
dropped down to 90. Now they arzs saying they have 86 votes,
and most surveys are saying they have 80 votes.

MR. CLARK: This appears to be you are counting all
the uncommitted on your side. Can you give us any names
or any specifics to back up that --

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: We are going to have some within
the next few days who are coming out to verify exactly what
we said. But the important thing is they started saying
there was 95, then they dropped to 90. HNow by their own
count it is 85. By most everybody else’'s count it is 80.

So something has been slipping, somebody is going soft,
and it is coming to our side.

Now, there is no other candidate in Pennsylvania --

Mr. peterson; How about some other states? You
said the South would hold for Reagan despite your candidacy,
the South would hold. 1Is the Scuth holding?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I think we had basically a
situation where first some shock set in, no question about
it, but I think Mississippi obviously is a critical area,
but the Ford people started saying before I even became a
candidate that Ford was going to take away Mississippi.
Ford hasn't taken away Mississippi in four weeks. Every
week they come out with another story about how Ford is going
to take Mississippi. He hasn’'t taken Missisgsippi yet,
and I predict when they caucus today or tomorrow they still
won't take Mississippi. So all the propaganda, they
haven't taken Missiesippi, yet.



MR. PETERSON: Do you think when yvou went dovm
to Mississippi, you and the Governor went down there, that
you convinced them? 1 think you used the phrase ut
one point, you "didn't have horns"?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I think all I tried to do
with Mississippiwas to show my total picture as a candidate
I think immediately people had picked up certain labels
and certain stereotypes, and my purpose in going to Mississippi
was tc show a balanced picture. But it also was to show
why we could win. We also said down there it is the first
time in history the Republican Party has tried to build co-
alition of its conservative-moderste wing. We also said
that you have a ticket led by Governor Reagan that can caxry
the first largest state electorally votewise, and a ticket
that can carry the third largest state electorially vetewi:e,
which I have done, and a base in the South, and we :ay Chat
is stronger than Ford's ticket. Ford has never evemn run
statewide in the State of Michigan.

MR. PETERSON: Some of the reaction of some of
your old friends in Pennsylvania, do you think you could
really run that strong now, running with Governor Reagan?

SENATOR SCHWEIKEK: Well, let me say this:

MR. PETERSON: You ran very strong in your Senate
races, but this is a different ballgame.
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SENATOR SCHUFEIKER: Every election I have gone into
people never thought I would win. I upset the ggization
the first time for Congress. 10 to 1 odds 1/%3§§5§aLdViﬂ-
coudn't beat Senator Joe Clark from Pennsylvania, two-texm
senator and mayor. They said that Pete Flaherty, the mayor
of Pittsburgh, would beat me. Each time I put a winning
coalition together and I think Governor Reagan and I have
that; we have the coalition for human life; we have the sports-~
men; we have the various ethnic groups. We believe we can
bring the blue collar groups in because of the themes we ars
going to espouse and this is what we told the people in
Mississippi.

1 want to make one other point too, and that is that
Governor Reagan has an exceedingly able
ability to debate and we have already made it ciear we are
going to debate the Carter-Mondale ticket.

Ford hasn't said whether he will debate or not and the
whole thing could hinge on whether or not you are going to
pin Jimmy Carter to the wall in television debate. He has
said he is going to debate. Governor Reagan has said he is goeing
to debate. Ford won't debate. The only possitle way we can
beat Carter is a TV debate and I put my chips on
Governor Reagan being able to best Jimmy Carter in debate
and that is exactly what we are telling the people of
Mississippi in this convention. It gets back te Reagan-
Schweiker can win.

(Announcements)

% % % % &
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MR. CLARK: Senator, when Governor Reagan picked you
as his runningmate he said that something had to be done to
bridge the gap between the conservative and liberal wings of
the party, and reach out to independence if Republicans were
going to win in November. WNow, you have been challenging
repeatedly, and other Reagan forces have repeatedly challenged
the President to name his runningmate. Are you saying that
he has to name a liberal, toco, i1f the party is going o
win in November?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: All we are saylng basicalily,

Bob, is that we would like to see the package

ahead of time. We would like to know his strategy. He has
come up with 19 names. I hconestly don't know what this
strategy is going to be.

MR. CLARK: Senator, you have announced your stra-
tegy.

SENATOR SCHWEILKIR: Yes.

MR. CLARK: And you have said very strgngly that you
feel there has to be a bridge between the liberals and the
conservatives; that is why you were picked.

SENATOR SCHWEIK!: Right.

MR. CLARK: Why aren't you tellingz the President to
pick a liberal?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, for this reason, Bob:

I think one of the reasons that President Ford is 33 points
behind Jimmy Carter, even though he is an incumbent President,
and one of the other reasons that he hasn't sewn up the
nonmination -- and here, unprecedented -~ here is the convean-
tion, a day or two a2head of time he still hasn't locked it

up, is he has never been clearly identified with any wing of
the party, and that is the appeal that our ticket has. Governor
Reagan has been identified with the comnservative wing, 1

have been identified with the moderate wing. I think the
reason Jerry Ford has problems in beating Carter is he doesn't
have that identification. So I can't tell you who he should
pick; I really don't know who he should pick. But I wish he
would tell the. delegates so we all can figure out how they
expect to win. I don't think they are going to be able to
win.

MR. PETERSON: Senator, would you call ‘the President
a liberal or a moderate?

SENAZTOR SCHWEIXER: I don't know that you can put
any tag on him, and that is the point. I think that is why
he doesn't do well in the polls; that is why he won't do
well in this election. He has no clearly definable identit
ficationiwith a set philosophic base, and that is where the
appeal is lacking. That is why the incurbency hasn't meant
anything to him, and that is the whole point we are trying
to get across.
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MR. PETERSON: This Vice Presidential ploy, you are
doing this through the Rules Committee, amendmeni to
Rule 16, which would require the President to name hiz man,
or the Presidential candidates name their man by Wedncsday
morning, in effect. What chance does that have of gectiag
out of the Rules Committee today -- they are going to be
voting on it -- what chance does it have on the floor on
Tuesday?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, it is =2 very closc wote
in the Rules Committee. I frankly wouldn't want to predict
because I think a few votes either way will determine it.

But that doesn't make any difference, because we do intend
to take it to the floor, and it will be a floor issue on
Tuesday. And I really believe the delegates will want to
know where this laundry list of 19 candidates, who their
Vice Presidential --

MR. PETERSON: Do ycuthink the vote on the floor on
Tuesday is going to be a strong indication, or the indication
of just where the Reagan-Ford split is?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I certainly think that will be
one of the key tests, yes. There well may be one or two
others in the platform or other rules, but yes, the answer
is that will be a key task.

MR. CLARK: Senatox, Governor Reagan surprised
some people yesterday b’ saying he is extremelv pleased with
the platform drafted this week. Are you 211 that pleased
with the platform, even though it has a rather strong conser-
vative taint to it?

SEIATOR SCHWEIKER: In general I am, Bob. I weat
back to the wire that Governor Reagan had sent out to all the
platform delegates, and in going over the list of all the
things that he had asked to be included, virtually every point
that he made in his wire to the platform delegates was in
fact included. MNow, there has been quite a process between
what was criginally drafted and what the input has been, and
I think there has been 2 lot of success --

MR. CLARK: fenator, thinking back to your record
in the Senste, the platform contains planks opposing two
major programs you have supported and cc-sponsored in the
Senate: The Full Employment Bill and compulsory national
health insurance. Now, you have said you would support the
platform. Does that mesn that you are going to abandon your
support of these two programs?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, let's take national health
insurance. First of a2ll, the issue is dead for this session
of Congress. Everybody knows there is no bill coming out.
Also, everybody knows that with our financial problems nobody
could put that kind of a burden on either the Social Security
Trust Fund or general revenues; so for all practical purposes,

the bill, per se, is dead.
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I did indicate by co-sponsorship an interest and support
in this area, but when I was with Governor Reagan, we de-
cided -~

MR, CLARK: Correct me if I am wrong: You say ac
interest in supporting the area. You were a co-sponsor
of the Kemnedy Nationa! Health Insurance Plan, were vou n0oi?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Yes. I indicated I could
indicate «-

MR. CLARK: Which is a plan that would cost soue-
thing like $100 billion a year, and a plan that is violer:ly
opposed by conservatives in the part;. 1iIs that correct?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: That 1s correct. And what I an
saying is that there is no practical way that the bill could
pass. Nobody is really pushing the bill, even the Kennedy
people --

MR. PETERSON: Are you zaying suppori for that ic
a dead issue -- '

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I am saying becausc the economic
facts of life are such that no one is pushing this particular
bill, and what I am saying is the thing that Covernor Reagan

and I talked about was catacstrophic health insurance, This
is where we can do something realistically, and this is where
we can invoke the privatce sector, and this is what the plat-

form says, and this is what we do.

I think it is important to sy that basically
no one group has the unique idea. There is more than one way
to solve a problem, and catastrophic health insurance is a
very logical way to start.

MR. CLARK: Well, Senator, you know as a supporter
of the Kennedy health ‘nsurance program that there is a tre=-
mendous difference hetween the comprehensive national health
insurance and catastrophic health insurance, which would cost
just a fraction of th: money and cover just a fraction of the
people.

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: But what I am also saying, Bob,
is that you know the Kennedy Health Insurance issue is dead,
s§0 why --

MR. CLARK: You knew when you co-sponsorved it
didn't you, at thai time, very few realiztg .-

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Exactly right, and the reason
for co-spomnsoring was to show we ought to do something more
in health insurance than we are doing. I wasn't the author
of it; I didn't draft it;but I did say healih insurance is
a top priority, and the realistic way to go is catastrophic,
and I certainly feel very happy and comfortable in supporting
it. And T think that is very consistent.
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MR .PETERSON: Senator, I would like to get to one area
here. If I remember what i have heard and what I have read
recently, you say that the seeming contradictions in your
background, your voting record -- you were trying to reflect
your constituency, a conservdive congressional district,
more liberal state and, if elected Vice President, it would be
a country you see becominz more conservative. 1Is that
basically correct?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I would like to go back one
because I think this has been somewhat misconstrued, although
you have recounted some of what has been said.

First of all, we formed a coalition. We make no bones
that it is a coalition. Now, why is it wrong for Republi.cans
to have a coalition? F.D.R. picked John Nance Garner. Adlai
Stevenson picked Sparkman from Alabama. Jack Kennedy picked
Lyndon Johnson, who was a Soutkern caucus leader zad

MR. PETERSON: (Inavaible.)

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: No, but I want to mak: my point now
and my point is where is it wrong for Republicans to unite
conservative and differing views like you cre szying I have
done, and why aren't you going after the Demcecrats? Why
aren't we asking why Mondale cen run on the platform that
Jimmy Carter ran when he was Governor of Georgia? Why they
are poles apart. The platform for Covernor of Ceorgia for
Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale ~xe 180 degrees out of sync
so all I say is, let's use the same standard for Democrats
that we are using for Republicans. Now, I will answe. your
question.

MR. PETERSON: I am wondering what is your political
philosophy. If you are clected, do you vote your convictions,
do you vote your constituency's convictions?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, you certainly are going to
support your basic principles and beliefs and this is what
Governor Reagan and I did talk about when we first got together.
In addition, a Congressman otr a Senator also has to represemt his
particular sectional interest and his parochial
interests and all I am saying is that I would feel, having
represented a state interast and a parochial interest, as I
think I should as Senator, I thiuk you have to be fair when
you go to another job to look at the other 49 states too --

MR. PETERSON: If the electad official is supposed to
reflect his constituency, I wonder how you feel about the

delegates here who werzs elected to reflect their statds
constituency and yet they may have been elected on a Ford
ticket and may favor Reagan or theoy are on a Reagam ticket amd
may favor Ford. Now which way should they vote here?
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SENATOR SCHWEIKER: You see, I made two points. 1 guess
I didn't make them very well. That an elected official has
two responsibilities.

MR. PETERSON: Are you saying the delegates should vote
their personal convictions here in this convention and not
reflect the voters of their state?

ENATOR SCEWEIKER: I am not telling the delagates what
to do. 7You asked me what I am doing and what I an doing is as
Senator that I am reflecting my principles and my beliefs.

One of those is that we can use the private sector to solwve
gocial problems that nobody else has listened to or advocated
previously to Governor Reagan's situation.

The other is that beyond the principles and beliefs that
there are certain economic interests and certain special interests
of vour state tha you do reflect, and they are two different
things. Now, how vou carry that analogy to the delegates -~-

: MR. PETERSON: The question is if you can carry it, that
is what I am asking.

SENATCR SCHWEIKER: T don't quite see the analogy bzcause
here you are nominating a President as opposed to 600 votes a
year. 1 am not sure I understand your question.

MR. CLARK: Senator, you veted in the Senate as I
recall for the Equal Rights Amendment and I believe were one
of the staunch supporters of the Equal Rights Amendment.
Governor Reagan, of course, has been staunchly opposed to it
out here in the platform at the moment and it looks as if it
will stay there.

Have you changed your position on the Equal Rights
Amendment?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: No, I stand by ~-- some years back I
did vote for it. I stand by that. My position is unchanged.

MR. CLARK: 1Is there going to be a floor battle by the
Reagan forces as far as you know to kunock the Equal Rights
provision -- we talk about the Women's Rights provision, of
course -- out of the platform?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: 3Bob, I veally don't know. I think
the Reagan people are looking over several issues that they
are considering challenging on. Whether they are going to
challenge on this or not, I think there are two or three
areas they might be challenging on. This might well not be
one of the areas that they cbhallenge on.

MR. PETERSON: How do you feel now that you have gotten
to Kansas City and had a chance to taste the atmosphere here?
Are you still confident -~

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Yes, I am. I think there is a
Reagan-Schweiker momentum and I think we have the Ford
forces on the defensive on their cumbersome idea of 19
candidates and we are goning to press that issue and we are
going to go ask who their vice president is and we are going to
try to have them trust the delegates and we are going to have
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them say ahead of time who that is because I think the people
have a right to know.

MR. CLARK: And you would feel slighted, I know,

Senator, if we didn't mention that 100 percent vote record that
you earned last year Zrom organized labor -~

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Whoa, Bob. That is a question --

MR. CLARK: One of the reasons that you got that 100
percent record was that you supported public works programs
and public service jobs programs. Now you are going to support
a platform that is against the full employment bill. 1is this
another major shift in your position?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Well, Bob, you have picked 100
percent and this is my criticism of the present
Why do you always pick the highest year? Why not say I have an
overall average of 67 percent?

_ MR. CLARK: Sixteen years in Congress -- 100 per cent
ig 1975 s
you had 91 percent in 1974. I think it is reasonably fair to
judge you on your current record, don't you?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Why?

MR. CLARK: Well, should we, in Ronald Reagan's case, =0
back to the days when he was a New Deal Democrat and average
out his record over the years?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: I think in my case you should look
at the two different --

MR. CLARK: Why not in Governor Reagan's case?

SENATOR SCHWEIKER: Because I think he has made it clear
his change of philosophy -~

MR. CLARK: Senator, I am sorry, we are out of time.
Thank you very much for being with us on ISSUES AND AXSWERS.

(Announcements)

* k% %
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MR. CLARK: Gentlemen, the Repubiican Convention
opens here tomorrow after one of the most bitterly fought
campaigns in the party's history, yet both candidates say
they are happy with the platform that has been drafted this
week, and there are a lot of people still having trouble de-
tecting much diference between Jerry Ford and Ronald
Reagan. What is the fight all about? What do you see as
the big issues dividing Governor Reagan and President Ford at
this convention?

Senator Dole.

SENATOR DOLE: I think it gets down to who has the
most delegates. We ar: down to that point. We have been
through the platform. I was on the Platform Coumiltec. .

We didn't really have any problems. There may be some
minority efforts to add amendments, but I don't thini they
are golng to be successivl, because we have a good platform
that I think appeals to both Reagan and Ford.

MR. CLARK: Senator Baker, doesn't the mere faci: that
an incumbent President iz in such a tight battle for the
nomination have to reflect on his performance in office as
he is rated by the members of his own party?

SENATOR BAKER: Bob, I don't think so, reallv, and
I don't think that is what is happening in this contest.

I think what we are seeing is the beginning of 2 new political
era. I think with the advent of mass commmicationg, instan-
taneous clectronic communications, with quick trawvel across
the country, with access to the Presidential primary system,
that incumbency . nc longer has the overwhelaming advantage

it once did. I think in the future you are going to se2
other challenges to other incumbent Presidents.

MR. CLARK: Senator Griffin, we will turn this
question in another direction. A Gallup poll this week
showed that Ronald Reagan is the first choice of Republican
voters to be Mr. Ford's runningmate if he gets the nomina-
tion, and polls of delegates here at the Convention show the
same thing. You are all supporting President Ford. Do
any of you think that dream ticket, as some Republicans see
it, of Mr. Ford and Governor Reagan, is still possible?

Senator Griffin?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: If you were President  _

Ford's floor manager and responsible to gather the votes to
get him the nomination, I don't think you would be advocating
any particular candidzte for Vice President at the present
time. I am not, either.

I would say that the attempt to amend the rules
which the Reagan forces have been trying to get launched,
and probably you may want to refer to it later, would
actually preclude Governor Reagan from being considered.

I think that he is on the list of those who President Ford
is considering -- and should be -- and I don't know what is
going to happen.
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MR. CLARK: We will put thonext question to Senator
Dole, because you will be the temporary chairman of the Con-
vention. The Ford forces today in the Resolutions Cormittee
beat dowm Reagan efforts to force the President to name his
runningrate. What is that going to mean on the Floor? Does
this mean the battle is over, or could you still luse it on
the Floor?

SENATOR DOLE: I don't think it means ihe battle is
over. I think it is a very significant event today, but I
think what we may have now is a challenge on the Floor,
probably Tuesday evening, which could take a great deal of
time, 1t is very significant. If the Reagan forces chould
lose on the Floor, I think it 1s a clear indicacion of even
greater strength for President Ford. But it is 2 very --
they are putting a great cdeal of pressurz, of course, on
President Ford, but I don't believe this change will be
adopted.

MR. CLARK: Ard at least two of you, Senator Baker
and Senator Dole, are on Mr. Ford's list of possible Vice
Presidential runningmates. Senator Griffin, you have been
whispering advice into th= President's ear Irom time to
time. Who would makke the strongest runningmate for the
President if he gets the nomination? I want Senctor Dole
and Senator Baker each to feel free to pame themselveg if
they would like.

SENATOR BAKER: I thought you wers going to say both
of us should feel free to listen to what the other kad to say.
I would pick up on a question you asked a minute ago about
Reagan as a Vice Presidential candidate. For a long time I
recommended a ticket of Ford-Reagan, and not only recommended
it, but I suggected it both to Ford at one time and to Reagan
at one time or the other, and both of them sort of didn't like
the idea much. But there is still a possibility of that. I
would not completely rule it out. It creates some sparks and
gome very, very contrcversial -- it creates some controversial
issues, but it still ought to be taken account of.

MR, CLARK: It probably isn't a fair question to ask
you, because you are a leading contender yourself, but do you
think a Ford-Reagan ticket would be the strongest possible ticket

SENATOR BAKER: It depends. I think it depends on how
the first ballot goes, how the nomination of the Presidential
candidate goes. There are too many factors to be taken account
of to say in advance who would be the most advantageous Vice
Presidential nominee. Only one person czn decide that, and that
is really the way it ocught to be, and that is the Presidential
nominee after he is nominated.

MR. CLARK: Senator Dole, who do you think would make
the strongest runningmate?

SENATOR BAKER: I didn't say. You better not,
either.
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SENATOR DOLE: I have been promoting Howard Baker but
since he is not promoting me, I think I better move on to a
different candidate. I take Ronald Reagan at his word. 1 think
a Ford-Reagan ticket has a great deal of appeal, particularly
to the delegates, but we are looking at a nationwide contest,
and I don't believe that Governor Reagan has any interest in
being on the ticket in second place. I sent my list of
names to President Ford, but I concur with what has been said,
we are not really in a position,we can recommend, but the
decision is going to be made by the President.

I think he is going to take a look at all the factors,
maybe some of the polls, but he has to determine whether he
can be helped or maybe not hurt by his choice, and it is going
to be very difficult choice, but I think there are 2z number of
qualified people.

MR. CLARK: I believe you have indicated a preference in
the past for John Connally. Do you think his chances for
success are still alive?

SENATOR DOLE: I think so. I think John Connally did
what he should do. He took his case to the people. It is
all out there now and it can be judged by the delegates and
by others in the Republican party.

MR. CLARK: Is he still your first choice?

SENATOR DOLE: I don't krow if I have a first choice.

I think I tried to not do mine in a cirele, but I tried to
indicate that there are very qualified people, and I left
a little space in there so they could write in one or two
other names.

MR. CLARK: Senator Baker, you have said your big goal
is to be the Republican candidate for President in 198) or even
later. How badly do you want the vice presidential nomination
this year?

SENATOR BAKER: That is a tough question. I have made no
campaign for the wvice presidency. I haven't tried to corral
delegates nor tried to mount an effort to get the nomination,
but by the same token, if there were a realistic possibility
of gaining the nomination, not only would I be happy to have
it, but I would be most enthusiastic with it. But what I am
saying, I guess, is there is no way to run for wvice president
and .there is a way to run for president, and some of these days
maybe I would like to do that.

SENATOR GRIFFIN: Bob, one thing I would like to add
somewhere along the line here, and I think it says a lot about
the Republican party that we have so many well qualified
candidates to choose from for vice president. We really do.
We have got not only Peagan and Connally and Rockefeller, but
some governors, Bob Ray and Dan Evans. We have got any number
of Senators, in addition to the two we have here.

. MR. CLARK: That is what you have been telling the



Presidenc, "I really don't care who you pick."

(Laughter.)

I want to ask you another question since you will be
Presiden Ford's floor manager at the convention and the Ford
forces are now claiming 1135 hard delegates, which wculd not
mean victory by five or the first ballot. Are you, as the
floor mznager, that confident of a first ballot victory?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: Yes. If we could start right of:
at the convention and have the balloting for the nomination for
President, I have no question in my mind that President Ford
would win going away. That 1135,incidentally, doesn't include
any from Mississippi and I think everybody knows we are
going to get 14 or 15 out of Missisgsippi at least.

The only thing that can happen at this convention is at
some point before we get to the balloting for the nomination
for President, the Reagan forces could hope to change something
or other. That is wuat our job is to do, make sure that
doesn't happen.

MR. CLARK: Senator Bsgker, you have had fairly close
relations with the Reagan camp. While you are a Ford man,
you have maintained contaet with both,

Isn't the bitterness of this fight jeopardizing
Republican chances for victory in November?
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SINATOR BAKER: 1 don't really think it has bzen a
bitter .fight. It has been an energetic fighi. I believe
back in May or June of this year, certainly in the :
early part of the summer of '76, I think T detected a comicg
together oi Republicans, scrt of an unspoiken realization that
we have got to come out of this thing united and together.
That is sort of what I nad in mind, by the way, when Reapan
was in Temnessece and I acked him to be my overnight siesc,
and I cauzht a lot of criticism for it among some. ZBut you
know, to symbolize that I =2m for Ford, and Governor Reazan
sat there and listened to me make my Ford speech, and then
I took him home with me, and I think the fact we are all
Republicans began to simmer and emzxge then as an unzpoken
realizatior. I don't think '76 is a replica of '64. I do
not find the acrimonicus debate, the hatreds, the disenchant-
ment that marked that campaign. I think we are going to
come out of this Convention in pretty good shape.

SENATOR DOLE: I think, to underscore that just
briefly, having been on the Platform Committec last woek,
from 1:00 in the morning, <:00 in the morning and later,
working with Ford and FReagan people, thei:: primary concern is
wiming.

ME.. CLARK: Gentlemen, wo are going to take a short
break here. We will be back in just 2 moment with more
ISSUES AND ANSWERS.

(ANNOUNCEMENTS)

ME., CLARK: Our gucsts are Senator Howvard Baker,
Senator Robert Dole, and Senator Robert Griffin.

Gentlemen, there are reports the President has
narrowed his Vice Presidential 1list to exclude both the
liberals who are under attack from conservative forces and
John Connally, who is under attack from moderates in the
party. We discussed part of this problem before. But this,
Senator Griffin, would appear to be one of the questions
you are going to get on the Floor. People are going to come
up and ask you, "Has the President really narrowed his list
or eliminated people?"

What are you going to tell them?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: Dob, I will look them right in the
eye and tell them truthfully, I don't know. I have not
talked to the President recently about the matter of the
Vice President. & lot of people think I have, but I haven't.
I have been very busy out here at Kansas City getting or-
ganized for the Conveniion.

MR. CLARX: Wouldn't this be a rather critical
element in Floor strategy, though, if the head of a delega-
tion comes over rather upset and says, '"We have to know more

about who th2 President is going to name as his runningmate,
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or you may lose a couple of votes here'?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: The advice I have given to the
President, and I would stick with it right up through the time
he is nominated, is he chould not indicate in advance who he
is going --

MR. CLARK: Not even narrow it?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: No, he might want to do some
narrowing, but if he has done any, I am not aware of it.

MR. CLARK: Whatever Ronald Reagan's real »:zason for
picking Senator Schweiker, many political analysts aguece with
the reasor. he gave, which is that the Republican Party has to
do something to bridge the gap between the liberal znd concer-
vative wings if it is going to attract independerts and win in
November. Do you all agree with that as a basic political
strategy?

Senator Dole.

SENATOR DOLE: I chare that view. I don't think you
go quite that far, as far 2s Reagan; not necarly that far in my
view. I think you need sowme moderste-couscrvative running-
mate. I think we .must make an effort to broaden the appeal
of the Republican Party., when we look at the figures at 22
percent. But I also believe if we leave this Convention as
a united party, the polls today indicat= that Ford, who was
30-some pcints behind Carter, is now only 20. So you know,
the polls are arcificaliy high right now for Carter. It is
going to shape up into 2 good contest by November. But we
are going to articulate ouvr positions and I think attract
other peorle.

MR. CLARK: You say you do not feel that President
Ford needs to go as far as Ronald Reagan did --

SENATOR DOLE: He doesn't need to go over the brink.
He can go part way.

MR, CLARK: But there are at least four liberals on
the President's Vice Presidential list, and that is Senators
Brooke, Percy, Weiker and Hatfield.

Senator Baker, do you think any of these are too
far out, that it would be 2 mistake to put any of them on
the ticket?

SENATCOR BAKER: I really don't think it would be a
wistake, but you know, that is a Presidential choice, or the
nominee's choice, and it is uniquely and specially his choice
to make. It wouldn't bother me. It may bother some. The
President no doubt will take account of that. But the
important thing as far as we are concerned in my view is not
whether you pick some alliegedly ideological liberal or moderate
or conservative as the runningmate, but rather what programs
you run on, what proposals you advocate to the country, and
how the great independent sector in the country responds to
that.
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MR. CIARK: Among the liberals it would appear to be
Percy and Hztfield.

SENATOR DOLE: Do you have any other information?

MR. CLARK: Looking at the broad lisc and thinking of
that ecriticism that is coming from conservatives iike Clark
Reid from Mississippi, do you, all of you, find those four
liberals acceptatle? You would not rule any of them out?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: Coming from Michigan, in Michigan, of
course, we would be able to get along with a more liberal
runningmate, I suppose, than some other parts of the country,
but I realize this is a national campaign and President Ford
has got to look at it that way, and I cert2inly would not
say that he has got to pick one of those or that, if he
does, that we would not run with him. We would be glad to.

SENATCR BAKER: Lei me say a word about that. You know
there is a difference in what we may think and what somes others
may think ir other areas. You mentioned OClark Reid. Clark
really is a savvy politician. He is extrenely seunsitive to
the concerns in his area. That is what I meant a minute
ago when I said it mav Le important to som: delegations
when it appears not to e important to others. That is an
example of why the Presidert need: maximum flexibility to
make that determination. WNobody can say but the nomince.

SENATCR DOLE: But I don't -- I just want to comment.

I don't know whether those four would fit the liberal category.
Certainly Percy and Hztfield and Weicker, and I think even

Ed Brooke for the most part, are very conservative as far

as economic matters are concerned. You look at what Ed

Brooke woulc bring to the ticket, not just the fact he may be
liberal, but all the other assets.

MR. CLARK: I would have to correct that, I believe.

If you lock at Ed Brooke's cverall voting record, it is
probably a2 little more liberal than Senator Schweiker's. He
also had a zero percent rating ~--

SENATCR DOLE: I think Ed Brooke is a libexral. I think
he would bring to the ticket other assets to offset that, but 1
think with Schweiker, and he is a friend of mine, I think he
only brought the liberal record.

MR. CLARK: Senator Baker, I would like to ask you this
one? You will be delivering the keynote address on Monday
night. You are scheduled to be introduced by Senator Buckley
who is still debating whether to let his name be put before the
convention. If he has not made up his mind, or if he announces
that he will have a go at the nomination or getting a few
delegates, will he still introduce you?

SENATCR BAKER: I dJdon't kaow. Let me say this: After the
National Committee notified iz that Senator Buckley had been
chosen to introduce me, © told them I was delighted because
Buckley is my colleague in the Senate, is also my friend, and
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I know him to be an honorable man. I would speculate that

if Jim Buckley has not made up his mind, and certainly if he
has made up his mind to let his name be entered one way or
the other, that probably he will ask out of that assignment.
But I think that will resclve itself before the convention is
under way.

MR. CLARK: Do any of you, are any of you especially
concerned about Scenator Buckley's intentions? Would it worry
you if he moved in and possibly kept President Ford, or tried
to keep President Ford from sewing up the nomination on rhe
first ballot?

SENATOR GRYIFFIN: Beilng the President's floor manager,
it would worry me if I could see some Ford ¢clegates going to-
Senator Buckley. We havz checked the New York delegation and
we don't find there would be any particular slippage and we
looked around and checked inother areas of the country and we
don't find thew would be any. Now, whatever votes I would say
for the most paxt ac least that Senator Buckley might get
would be tzken away from Covernor Reagan.

MR. CLARK: How about the other two? Do you see any
serious threat in the Buckley -~

SENATOR DOLE: I thinl: Howard's comment, and I certainly
gshare that view,I will be introcducing Senator Buckley. I
need to know in advance whether I introduce him as a candidate
for re-elcction or candidate for the presidency; if he
does carry through with it. I think Howaxrd is correct.

Jim Buckley is 2 man of great integrity and he will make that
decision himsel{ andit will be resolved. I don't believe
he will go through with it myself.

MR. CLARK: And sone conservatives at the convention are
pushing for an open ballot on the vice presidential nomination,
to just throw it to the convention and let the delegates pick
the vice presidential candidate. This presumably would apply
if Ford is the nominee. How does that strike you, Senator
Baker?

SENATOR BAKER: I think it is a pretty good idea. It
has never worked very well in the past, but it may be a
desirable thing to do. That is the privilege, I think, of
the presidential nominee to state as well. I think some day we
have goi to pick a different and better way to select vice-
presidential candidates, but we can't do it now at this conven-
tion under these circumstances in my view.

I think the optione that a nomineec has are either to
name his choice after he has been nominated, or to give it to
the convertion, and I would be happy with either one.

MR. CLARK: Secnator Griffin, would you be happy with an
open ballot?

SENATOR GRIFFIN: It would not be my recommendation. I
think President Ford ought to indicate his selection after
he has<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>