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NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 7.8761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Apri 1 14, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

AUSTIN - Mrs. Beryl Buckley Milburn, Director of the President Ford 

Corrunittee in Texas, said today that "Despite the extravagant claims by 

Ronald Reagan, the President has a clear majority in virtually every 

caucus test to date, the latest being the 109-78 margin racked up in the 

Alaska district caucuses." 

"It's claims like these from Mr. Reagan - about caucus leads in 

western states and elsewhere - that really raise some serious doubts about 

the credibility of his entire campaign," Mrs. Milburn noted. 

"Mr. Reaga·n•s claims of caucus victories seem to have that all so 

familiar ring of his claim of moral victories that he's made so many times 

after finishing second. It's a last ditch strategy dependent upon the faint 

hopes of victories in western states, some of which are caucus states ·in 

which the President is already leading." 

"He's even gone so far now as to have campaign literature sent out in 

his behalf claiming an overall lead for him in the delegate count. Obviously 

this 1s pure science fiction and more startling· indicates an amazingly weak 

understanding of mathematics," she. said. 

"The facts are clear. President Ford will go into the May 1 Texas 

primary with nearly half of the delegate votes needed to lock up the 

Republican presidential nomination, and at this point is leading Mr. 

almost three to one in delegate count. 
The President Ford Committee, Rogers C. B. Morton, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chainnan, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer •. A copy of our 

report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase frorn the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463. 

Digitized from Box 39 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



• 

11 The only game in town now is delegates, and with the mementum we 

now have going here in Texas and elsewhere I believe the President will 

go into the last day of primaries June 8 with a strong base of delegates -

enough to nail down the nomination. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 14, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

FROM THE HUMOR DESK 

When Jack Ford was asked at his Austin news conference yesterday 

how being a President•s son has affected his social life, he nodded 

toward the Secret Service agents accompanying him and said wryly, 

• 
11 It has ·presented problems ... 

One reporter noting the agents then as ked, 11 Do they go out on 

dates? .. 

To which young Ford quipped, 11 0nly when they can get them ... 

OTHER JACK FORD COMMENTS 

On Ronald Reagan: 

11 I think most polls indicate Ronald Reagan is ahead (in Texas) 
with identifiable Republican voters. I think you have to look at the 
situation as it is and be very truthful about 1t. It•s probably not good 
for a candidate to say 1•m behind here- especially when the candidate 
is the President of the United States - but that • s the way it is. 11 

On a Republican carrying Texas in November: 
11 Looking at many of the Democratic candidates, I think a 

Repub 1 i can has a very good chance of carrying Texas . • . 11 

On touring college campuses: 
11 The economic issues seem to be most prominent with students, 

plus the issue of honesty in government. They•re looking much more 
closely at candidates. Is he going to double talk me or lay it out as it 
is? One of my father•s best areas of support seems to be with 18-30 
year olds ... I think his honesty- whatever the situation- is responsible.·~. 

The Presi~en~ Ford. Committee, Rogers _C. B. Mor~o~, Chairr_nan, ~obert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. f\ copy of our 
report IS filed with the Federal ElectiOn CommJSSJon and IS available for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463. 
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He hasn•t been afraid to stand up and say the economy is bad when it 
is instead of trying to make some flowery statement that doesn•t deal 
in fact ... 

On the pardon: 
11 I happen to think the sooner we put that behind us the 

better. 11 

On his father•s candidacy: 

11 He•s run on his record ... He•s gotten a good response to 
it ••• Lots of doomsayers- particularly on the economy- were predicting 
the total collapse of the country, but are now eating a bit of crow ..... 

On his father being forced to move to the right: 
11 I don•t think he•s been forced to take positions one way or 

another that are at all inconsistent with Administration policy ... We 
-~~---~-- were pressing for an increase in defense procurement expenditures two 

years ago in the first official Ford bud£et. Where were Mr. Reagan and 
:others then who are trying to make political hay out of this issue now? 11 

On Ronald Reagan•s continuance as a candidate: 
11 I happen to think it•s helped our campaign ... competition never 

hurts anyone. I think its solidified our position within the Republican 
Party as that which the majority in the party feels most comfortable with ... 
Obviously there are factions on both sides in any party, be it Republican 
or Democrat, but I think we•ve touched the mainstream of the party 
throughout the primaries •.. 11 

More on his father•s candidacy: 

11 In terms of the family, I think there•s a misunderstanding about 
a quote in which I said I wished he wouldn•t run or be President again .. 
That•s a personal selfish feeling on my part. I had a happy life - I 
was very pleased with my life. I didn•t feel I was missing out on anything •.. 
But I also have a position as a citizen in this country, as a voter, as an 
individual concerned about our government which is different than my selfish 
interest. So I have to choose a candidate and that candidate happens to 
be my father. 11 

On the oil depletion allowance: 

11 Mr. Reagan•s rhetoric about re-instituting the oil depletion 
allowance might endear him in the hearts of some Texas Republicans but 
the facts are you can•t get it through Congress so why go out and promise 
things you can•t deliver on ... 



NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Apri 1 14, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

FROM THE HUMOR DESK 

When Jack Ford was asked at his Aus~in news conference yesterday 

how being a President•s son has affected his social life, he nodded 

toward the Secret Service agents accompanying him and said wryly, 
11 It has presented problems ... 

One reporter noting the agents then asked, 11 DO they go out on 

dates? .. 

To which young Ford quipped, 11 0nly when they can get them ... 

OTHER JACK FORD COMMENTS 

On Ronald Reagan: 

11 I think most polls indicate Ronald Reagan is ahead (in Texas) 
with identifiable Republican voters. I think you have to look at the 
situation as it is and be very truthful about ~t. Jt•s probably not good 
for a candidate to say I•m behind here- especially when the candidate 
is the President of the United States - but that•s the way it is. 11 

On a Republican carrying Texas in November: 
11 Looking at many of the Democratic candidates, I think a ..,.....~~· .. 

0 Repub 1 i can has a very good chance of carrying Texas . . . 11 
• /~.· • '' b 

I~ <',... 

~~ .JJ On touring college campuses: 
11 The economic issues seem to be most prominent with student~,~ 

plus the issue of honesty in government. They•re looking much more 
closely at candidates. Is he going to double talk me or lay it out as it 
is? One of my father•s best areas of support seems to be with 18-30 
year olds ... I think his honesty- whatever the situation- is responsible.~. 

The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Cal/awa)', Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our Report is filed with 
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11 I don't think he's been forced to take positions one way or 
another that are at all inconsistent with Administration policy ... We 
were pressing for an increase in defense procurement expenditures two 
years ago in the first official Ford bud~et. Where were Mr. Reagan and 
others then who are trying to make political hay out of this issue now? .. 

On Ronald Reagan's continuance as a candidate: 

11 I happen to think it's helped our campaign ... competition never 
hurts anyone. I think its solidified our position within the Republican 
Party as that which the majority in the party fee 1 s mast comfortab 1 e with ..• 
Obviously there are factions on both sides in any party, be it Republican 
or Democrat, but I think we've touched the mainstream of the party 
throughout the primaries ..... 

More on his father's candidacy: 

11 In terms of the family, I think there's a misunderstanding about 
a quote in which I said I wished he wouldn't run or be President again. 
That's a personal selfish feeling on my part. I had a happy life - I 
was very pleased with my life. I didn't feel I was missing out on anything ... 
But I also have a position as a citizen in this country, as a voter, as an 
individual concerned about our government which is different than my selfish 
interest. So I have to choose a candidate and that candidate happens to 
be my father ... 

On the oi 1 depletion a 11 owance: 

11 Mr. Reagan's rhetoric about re-instituting the oil depletion 
allowance might endear him in the hearts of some Texas Republicans but 
the facts are you can't get it through Congress so why go out and promise 
things you can't deliver on ... 



NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 14, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

AUSTIN - Ronald Reagan today was challenged to reconcile his 

contradictory views on Social Security. 

"It's been five months since Reagan. announced his candidacy, .. said 

Mrs. Patricia Duaine, "and we still don't know where he stands on this 

subject." 

Mrs. Duaine, 71, who is a candidate for delegate in the May 1 Republican 

presidential primary, is a Corpus Christi resident and is active in numerous 

senior citizen and civic affairs groups. 

Her home is the 14th Congressional District where there are thousands 

of .. Social Security recipients~ 

"Over the last 12 years, .. Mrs. Duaine said, "Reagan has at various 

times advocated voluntary Social Security, praised the present system, called 

attention to a partially-voluntary plan which would ruin it and suggested that 

Social Security funds be invested "in the industrial might of America ... 

"His latest position, made in a nationally televised speech two weeks 

ago, is to come out four square for a Presidential commission to study the 

issue. 11 

Mrs. Duaine said there is neither consistency nor common sense in Reagan's 

thinking. 

"His position seems rather to depend on what political campaign he is 

in at the time." 

Texas residents in fiscal 1975 received $1,796,256,000. in Social Security 
The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Cal/awa)', Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our Report is filed with 
the Federal Election Commission and is al'Oilable for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463 . 
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retirement benefits and $743,440,000. in survivors• benefits. 

Mrs. Duaine said Reagan's $90-billion shift of federal services to 

state and local governments also could have disastrous consequences for 

senior citizens. She questioned whether state and local government have the 

financial resources to pick up many present federal services. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Apri 1 14, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

AUSTIN -·Mrs. Beryl· Buckley Milburn, Director of the President Ford 

Committee in Texas, said today that 11 Despite the extravagant claims by 

Ronald Reagan, the President has a clear majority in virtually every 

caucus test to date, the latest being the 109-78 margin racked up in the 

Alaska district caucuses ... 
11 
It's claims 1 ike these from Mr. Reagan - about caucus leads in 

western states and elsewhere - that really raise some serious doubts about 

the credibility of his entire campaign, .. Mrs. Milburn noted. 

•· 
11
Mr. Reagan's claims of caucus victories seem to have that all so 

familiar ring of his claim of moral victories that he's made so many times 

after finishing second. It's a last ditch strategy dependent upon the faint 

hopes of victories in western states, some of which are caucus states ·in 

which the President is already leading ... 
11
He's even gone so far now as to have campaign literature sent out in 

his behalf claiming an overall lead for him in the delegate count. Obviously 

this is pure science fiction and more startling · indicates an amazingly weak 

understanding of mathematics," she said. 

"The facts are clear. President Ford will go into the May 1 Texas 

primary with nearly half of the delegate votes needed to lock up the 

Republican presidential nomination, and at this point is leading Mr. Reagan 

almost three to one in delegate count. 
The President Ford Committee, Howard H. Cal/awa)', Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Tre.asurer. A t;Of!Y of our Report is filed with 
the Federal Election Commission and is ami/able for purchase from the Federal Electton CommJsston, Washmgton, D.C. 20463. 
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11 The only game in town now is delegates, and with the mementum we 

now have going here in Texas and elsewhere I believe the President will 

go into the last day of primaries June 8 with a strong base of delegates -

enough to nail down the nomination. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 7.8761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Apri 1 14, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

AUSTIN - Ronald Reagan today was challenged to reconcile his 

contradictory views on Social Security. 
11 lt's been five months since Reagan announced his candidacy ... said 

Mrs. Patricia Duaine, 11 and we still don't know where he stands on this 

subject ... 

Mrs. Duaine, 71, who is a candidate for delegate in the May 1 Republican 

presidential primary, is a Corpus Christi resident and is active in numerous 

senior citizen and civic affairs groups. 

Her home is the 14th Congressional District where there are thousands 

of So.cial Security recipients. 
11 0Ver the last 12 years, .. Mrs. Duaine said, 11 Reagan has at various 

times advocated voluntary Social Security, praised the present system, called 

attention to a partially-voluntary plan which would ruin it and suggested that 

Social Security funds be invested 11 in the industrial might of America ... 
11 His latest position, made in a nationally televised speech two weeks 

ago, is to come out four square for a Presidential commission to study the 

issue. 11 

Mrs. Duaine said there is neither consistency nor common sense in 

thinking. 

11 His position seems rather to depend on what political campaign he is 

i n at the time . 11 

Texas residents in fiscal 1975 received $1,796,256,000. in Social Security 
The Presi?ent Ford Committee, Rogers .c. B. Mor~on, Chairman, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chainnan, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our 
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retirement benefits and $743,440,000. in survivors' benefits. 

Mrs. Duaine said Reagan's $90-billion shift of federal services to 

state and local governments also could have disastrous consequences for 

senior citizens. She questioned whether state and local government have the 

financial resources to pick up many present federal services. 
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• NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL 16, 1976 
Contact: Peter Roussel 

AUSTIN - Mrs. Beryl Buckley Milburn, Director of the Texas President 

Ford Committee today announced that Mrs. Gerald Ford wi 11 be in Texas 

Monday- Thursday, April 19-22, for a series of events in San Antonio 

McAllen, Harlingen, Corpus Christi, Houston, Beaumont and Austin. 

In announcing Mrs. Ford's visit, Mrs. Milburn said, "We are 

delighted she is coming and know that she will be received in our state 

with typical Texas enthusiasm. Mrs. Ford is a symbol of inspiration to Texans 

as well as all Americans and people throughout the world. We are honored 

that she has chosen to visit our state." 

Mrs. Ford's Schedule: 

Monday, April 19, 1976 Credential Contact: Dave Burnett 
512/227-5191 

12:30 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

7:35 P.M. 

Depart Washington 

- Arrive San Antonio, Kelly Air Force Base 

Arneson River Theatre, Introduced as Grand 
Marshall of Fiesta River Parade, and participates 
in Fiesta activities 

San Antonio Overnight 

A~To~~~ 
'~~ . <', 

20, 1976 ~~~ ~, Tuesday, April 

10:00 A.M ·~ 
St. Anthnny Hotel, attends reception hosted ~~ 
by President Ford Committee campaign workers ~ 
and volunteers 

The President Ford Committee. Howard H. Callaway. Chairman. Robert C. Moot. Treasurer. A copy of our Report is filed with 
the Federal Election Commission and is arailab/e for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463 . .. 



11:00 A.M. - Depart San Antonio, San Antonio International 
Airport 

12:00 Noon - Arrive McAllen, Miller International Airport, 
U.S. Customs area 

12:30 P.M. 
{Approx.) 

1:15 P.M. 
{Approx.) 

2:00 P.M. 
{Approx.) 

2:30 P.M. 
{Approx.) 

3:00 P.M. 
{Approx. ) 

7:30 P.M. 

Overnight 

Credential Contact: Mrs. Tommie Beardmore 
512/687-2592 

Attends public reception at airport, accepts 
key to the city. 

NOTE: This is the first time a First Lady has 
ever visited McAllen. 

- Attends reception at Sheraton Fairway, hosted 
by President Ford Committee campaign workers 
and volunteers. 

Departs McAllen for Harlingen via motorcade 

- Attends reception at President Ford Committee 
Headquarters hosted by President Ford Committee 
workers and volunteers 

Drops by Austin Elementary School. 

Departs McAllen, Confederate Air Force Hangar 

- Arrive Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi International 
Airport 

Credential Contact: Padre Staples Mall 
512/991-3755 

Campaigns at Padre Staples Mall Shopping Center 

Corpus Christi 

Wednesday, April 21, 1976 

8:45 A.M. 
{Approx.) 

- Arrives Houston, Ellington Air Force Base, 
Army National Guard Hangar 

Credential Contact: Dave Frederickson 
713/524-3176 

11:00 A.M. - San Jacinto Monument, participates in 
San Jacinto Day ceremonies and is designated 
an honorary Texan. 

• 



12:30 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

Depart for Beaumont, via motorcade 

Credential Contact: Phyllis Spitler 
713/838-0378 

4:00 P.M. - Visits Gladys City, Re-creation of early 
Texas oil boom town. (This is the Beaumont 
Bicentenial Commission's symbolic gift to 
the President which she will accept in his 
behalf.) 

Ceremony and brief remarks by Mrs. Ford. 

9:00 P.M. - Attends private party for President Ford 
Committee volunteers. 

Overnight - Beaumont 

Thursday, April 22, 1976 

9:00 A.M. - Depart Beaumont, Jefferson County Airport 

10:30 A.M. - Arrive Austin, Bergstrom Air Force Base 

Credential Contact: Barbara Lazar 
512/471-4741 

11:00 A.M. - Tours Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Hosted by 
Mrs. Johnson and Luci Nugent 

Afternoon Departs Bergstrom Air Force Base for return 
to Washington, D. C. 

-30-



NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AUSTIN---Senator John Tower will campaign on behalf of the "Four-for-Ford" 

delegate teams during a non-stop tour into 20 Texas communities starting April 21. 

Tower, President Ford•s statewide chairman, will be urging Republican 

primary voters to elect the delegates pledged to Ford who will appear on the 

May 1 ballot. A total of 96 delegates - 4 in each of Texas' 24 congressional 

districts -will be chosen. (Another 4 at-large delegates will be selected by 

the convention process). 

"I am looking forward to visiting with my constituents in behalf of "The 

Four for Ford" delegate team in Congressional districts all over the state, 11 

Tower said. 

11 The President is providing the leadership necessary to make this an even 

greater country. He has earned our support, and he is, without a doubt, our 

best chance for victory in November. I will be urging my fellow Texans to join 

with me in voting for victory by voting for the Four Delegates pledged to 

President Ford in their respective Congressional Districts ... 

Tower will carry President Ford's message into 17 congressional districts. 

The six-day schedule, which falls during the Congressional recess, includes 

stops in Wichita Falls, San Angelo, Odessa, f1idland, Boerne, .Kerrville, New 

Braunfels, Seguin, Victoria, Port Lavaca, Houston, Bryan, Lufkin, Nacogdoches, 

Longview, Texarkana, Plano, Sherman, Denton, and Dallas. 

The Texas Republican will visit many of the local Ford campaign headquarters 

and volunteer telephone centers. He also will meet with the news media in each 

city to discuss issues in Texas• first presidential primary. 

- MORE -
Th~ President Ford Commiiru, Ho .. ·ard H. Callawa)', Chairman, Roh~rt C. Moot, Trtasuru. A copy of our Re~ort is fil~d with,---.-
th~ Federal Elution Cemm1sswn and IS a•·al/able for purchau from th~ F~dera/ Election Commission, Wushing£on, D.C. 2046J. 
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Tower'~ schedule follows: 

Wednes~ay, April 21 WICHITA FALLS: 9 a.m. at Orchid Branch Savings 
& Loan, Community Room 

SAN ANGELO: 

ODESSA: 

MIDLAND: 

11:45 a.m. at Ford headquarters, 
1950 W. Beaugard. 

2:45 p.m. at Ford headquarters, 
300 N. Jackson. 

4:45 p.m. at Ford headquarters, 
115 E. Wall. 

Thursday, Apr.il 22 BOERNE: 10 a.m. at Antlers Restaurant 

Friday, April 23 

KERRVILLE: Noon at Holiday Inn 

NEW BRAUNFELS: 3~00 p.m. at Krause•s Restaurant 

SEGUIN: 7:30 p.m. at home of Mr. & Mrs. 
Henry Donegan 

VICTORIA: 9:30 a.m. Bank of Commerce, Americana Room 

PORT LAVACA: 11:15 a.m. at Coastal Bend Savings 
& Loan Association 

HOUSTON: 2:30 p.m. News conference at 
____ The Albert Pick ~1otor-Hotel, SW Freewav 

BRYAN: 4:30 p.m. at Ramada Inn 

LUFKIN: 7:00 p.m. at Holiday Inn 

Saturday, April 24 NACOGDOCHES: 10:15 a.m. at Sheraton Crest Hotel 

LONGVIEW: 

TEXARKANA: 

Sunday, April 25 ·PLANO: 

SHERMAN: 

DENTON: 

Monday, April 26 DALLAS: 

-30-

CONTACT: Bill Keener 
(512) 459-4101 

Noon at Ford headquarters, 
1300 Alpine 

2:45 p.m. at Ford headquarters, 
Howard Plaza 

1:00 p.m. at Ford headquarters, 
701 15th 

3:00 p.m. at Texoma Savings & Loan 
of Grayson County 

5:00 p.m. at 1506 Malone 

11:00 a.m. Wrap-up news conference at 
Dallas Press Club. 



NEWS RELEASE 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 7.8761 (512) 459-4101 

APRIL 16, 1976 
Contact: Peter Roussel 

AUSTIN - Mrs. Beryl Buckley Milburn, Director of the Texas President 

Ford Committee today announced that Mrs. Gerald Ford will be in Texas 

Monday- Thursday, April 19-22, for a series of events in San Antonio 

McAllen, Harlingen, Corpus Christi, Houston, Beaumont and Austin. 

In announcing Mrs. Ford•s visit, Mrs. Milburn said, 11 We are 

delighted she is coming and know that she will be received in our state 

with typical Texas enthusiasm. Mrs. Ford is a symbol of inspiration to Texans 

as well as all Americans and people throughout the world. We are honored 

that she has chosen to visit our state ... 

Mrs. Ford•s Schedule: 

Monday, April 19, 1976 Credential Contact: Dave Burnett 
512/227-5191 

12:30 P.M. 

3:00 P.M. 

7:35 P.M. 

Overnight 

Depart Washington 

~ Arrive San Antonio, Kelly Air Force Base 

Arneson River Theatre, Introduced as Grand 
Marshall of Fiesta River Parade, and participates 
in Fiesta activities 

- San Antonio 

~· fO~t0~ 
.::;. • <",.... 

Tuesday, April 20, 1976 : : 
.,.;. ..::::, 

10:00 A.M - St. Anthony Hotel, attends reception hoste ,p " 

by President Ford Committee campaign workers .._......,_. 
The President Ford Committee, Rogers C. B. Morton, ChaiaQ..(:bo!V'rOJcUJJ:te~t'SaJ Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. f'. copy of our 
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11:00 A.M. - Depart San Antonio, San Antonio International 
Airport 

12:00 Noon - Arrive McAllen, Miller International Airport, 
U.S. Customs area 

12:30 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

1:15 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

2:00 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

2:30 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

3:00 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

Credential Contact: Mrs. Tommie Beardmore 
512/687-2592 

Attends public reception at airport, accepts 
key to the city. 

NOTE: This is the first time a First Lady has 
ever visited McAllen. 

- Attends reception at Sheraton Fairway, hosted 
by President Ford Committee campaign workers 
and volunteers. 

Departs McAllen for Harlingen via motorcade 

- Attends reception at President Ford Committee 
Headquarters hosted by President Ford Committee 
workers and volunteers 

- Drops by Austin Elementary School. 

- Departs HarlingenConfederate Air Force Hangar 

- Arrive Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi International 
Airport 

Credential Contact: Padre Staples Mall 
512/991-3755 

7:30 P.M. - Campaigns at Padre Staples Mall Shopping Center 

Overnight - Corpus Christi 

Wednesday, April 21, 1976 

10:00 A.M. 
(Approx.) 

11:00 A.M. 

- Arrives Houston, Ellington Air Force Base, 
Army National Guard Hangar 

Credential Contact: Dave Frederickson 
713/524-3176 ~· ... 

~ 
;:.=: . 
~ :;. ,J 

- San Jacinto Monument, participates in ~· · '"7 
San Jacinto Day ceremonies and is designat~ 
an honorary Texan. 



12:30 P.M. 
(Approx.) 

Depart for Beaumont, via motorcade 

Credential Contact: Phyllis Spitler 
713/838-0378 

4:00 P.M. - Visits Gladys City, Re-creation of early 
Texas oil boom town. (This is the Beaumont 
Bicentenial Commission's symbolic gift to 
the President which she will accept in his 
behalf.) 

Ceremony and brief remarks by Mrs. Ford. 

9:00 P.M. - Attends private party for President Ford 
Committee volunteers. 

Overnight - Beaumont 

Thursday, April 22, 1976 

9:00 A.M. Depart Beaumont, Jefferson County Airport 

10:30 A.M. - Arrive Austin, Bergstrom Air Force Base 

Credential Contact: Barbara Lazar 
512/471-4741 

11:00 A.M. - Tours Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Hosted by 
Mrs. Johnson and Luci Nugent 

Afternoon Departs Bergstrom Air Force Base for return 
to Washington, D. C. 

-30-
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FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (5J\f*~~9-f~q11976 

Editor, Editorial Page 
Political Columnists 

Peter Roussel 
Press Director, Texas President Ford Committee 

The Reagan Record; Fact vs. Fiction 

. For your information, the attached materials are provided 
for guidance in analyzing the former California governor's positions 
on the critical national and international issues which have been 
raised in this campaign. 

The Presi~ent Ford_ Committee, Rogers _c. B. Mor~on_, Chairman, ~obert Mos~acher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer .. A copy of our 
report JS ftled wtth the Federal Elect1on CornmJssJO~ and ts available for purchase frorn the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463, 
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BUSING 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

"Nothing has created more bitterness for example than 
forced busing to achieve racial balance. It was born 
of a hope that we could increase understanding and 
reduce prejudice and antagonism.- I'm sure we all 
approved of that goal. But busing has failed to 
achieve the goal." 

~age 11, paragraph 3 

The Ford Record 

Candidate Reagan's statement implies that neither the President 
nor his Administration is either aware of this problem or . · 
concerned:_:enough to do something about it. On the President's 
12th day in office, he signed an education bill with·the 

·.following provisions: . · .· · 

--Prohibits the use of all Federal fund~ (except Imp.act 
-Aid) for busing activities. 

--Allows the· courts to terminate busing orders on a 
finding that the school district has and will 
continue to comply with the fifth and fourteenth · 
.'amendments. 

--Prohibits any new order to bus past the next· 
nearest school. 

~-Prohibits orders to bus except at the start of an· 
· academic year. 

--Prohibits bus-ing across. district lines or altering· 
district lines unless, as a result of discriminatory 

··actions in both school districts, the lines cause~ · 
segregation. . 

·-Provides school districts a reasonable time-to 
develop voluntary plans before a court· ·order can be 
executed. · · · · 

·The President has. also directed the Secretary of Health, Educ·ation, 
and Welfare, the Attorney General, and members of the White House 
staff-to ·review the ramifications of busing and to develop better 
methods to achieve quality education within an integrated environ-
ment for all school children. · 
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CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT GROWTH 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

·~en I became Governor, I inherited a state government 
that was in almost the ea~e situation as New York City. 
The state peyt·oll h~d been growing for a dozen years at 
a rate of fro~ 5 to 7,000 new employees esch year. Stat~ 

... governtlent l-las tpending from a million to a million and 
a half doll&rs core each day than it was taking in."· 

(2) 

P«ge 7, paragraph 2 

The Reagen Record 

The California stcte budget under then Governor Reagan more than 
doubled, increasing from $4.6 billion in 1967 to $10.2 bitlion 
in 1973. 

In ·ac!dition, the state payroll continued to increase, from a 
total of 113,779 pe:rsona in 1967 to 127,929 persons. in 1973. 

As for tha $4 billi.cn bcn~ed inc!ebtedness of California, there is 
little besis for ccr.n?:!rificn of the state with the current multitude 
of problems facir.g thG City of Net-!' York. 
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. I CALIFORNIA STATE TAXES 

Tho ~geg~n Rhetoric · 

·~california was faced with insolvency and on the verge 
of b~nkruptcy. We had to increase taxes. Well, this 
~nme very hard for me becaue I felt taxes were already 

· too. great a burden. I told the people the increase, in 
my mind, was temporary and that, as soon as we could, 
we'd return their money to them." 

Page 7, paragraph 3 

Th~ Reagan Record 

Und2r ~onaid ·R~agan, there were three huge state tax increases 
-~hich totaled more than $2 billion. 

In 1967, there was an increase of $967 million, the largest' state 
tm: hi!;c"' in the nati.on' s history. Of this, $280 million· went for 
·i C·ne-t:f.me deficit payment and state property tax relief. In 1971 
tbe incra&se was $488million, with $150 million going to property 
ta~ relief. In 1972, there was a fin·al increase of $682 million,: 
with $650 million going for property tax relief-. While much of the 
property tax relief was short-term, the huge tax increases were 
J''l~!!L.~ent. 

etatc personal in~ome tax revenues went from $500 million · t.o $2.5 
oil11.on, a 500% increase. Taxable bracket levies were increased from 
7'1 to 11%. The range of the brackets was reduced so that taxpayers 
reached the highest taxable bracket more quickly and personal 
ez.'l:nptiona ·t-rere reduced. Finally, after he adamantly denied that he 
v:uld e'Ter do so, then Governor Reagan agreed to a system of withholdi~g 
st~te income taxes. · 

Bank and corporation taxes went up 100%. The state sales tax rose 
from 4% to 6%. The tax on cigarettes increased 7 cents a packand 
the li~uor tax rose 50 cents per gallon. · Inheritance tax rates· were 
incrcRned and collections more than doubled. · 

Un~'!r Governor Reagan, the average tax rate for each $100 of, assessed 
"·&luation rose from $8. 84 to $11.15. Under his predecessor; Pat 
'ro~m. the increase was much less in dol!ars and percentage--from $6.96 
'to ~3. 34. And in the six .years _of Republic:ari Governor Knight's admin
-~tration,. it was still less--from $5.94 to $6.96. One reason for the 
big increase under Mr. Reagan--from $3.7 billion to $8.3 billion--is 
that t~e state paid a steadily smaller percentage of the school costs--
0119 of the biggest reasons for local property taxes .. 

Daspite. per:f.odic efforts to provide relief, there has been a. substantial 
increase in the burden carried by most property owners. Inflation · 
and high assessments have helped wipe out any savings. Only $855 t:Qillio 
c£ the racord $10.2 billion budget in Reagan's final-year was for tax 
relief for homeowners and renters .. · 
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CALIFORNIA WELFARE REFORM 

The Reagan Rhetoric 
1 
! 

.{ 

"After a few years of trying to control this runaway program 
(welfare) and being frustrated by bureaucrats here in 

California and in Washington, we turned again to a citizens' 
task force. The result was the most comprehensive welfare 
reform ever attempted. 

And in less than three years we reduced the rolls by more 
than 300,000 people. Saved the taxpayers $2 billion". 

Page 10, paragraph 2-3 

"And, increased the grants to the truly deserving needy by 
an average of 43%. We also carried out a successful experi
ment which I believe is an answer to much of the welfare 
problem in the nation. We put able-bodied welfare recipients 
to work at useful community projects in return for their 
welfare grants." 

Page 11: paragraph 1 

The Reagan Record 

One repucti.on of 20,000 persons was due to a correction in ac
counting procedures in the state's largest county, Los Angeles. 

Candidate Reagan also has taken credit for a drop of 110,000 cases 
which in fact, had occurred before his program had gone into effect. 
MOreover, a reduction in unemployment in California from 7.4% 
in April, 1971 to 5.9% in September, 1972 had as large an effect 
on checking the rise of welfare cases as any other single factor. 

In addition, the migratory rate of unemployed persons into California 
declined from 233,000 in 1967 to 44,000 in 1971, reducing potential 
welfare roll increases. 

Rolls for welfare families increased in the ~ight years of Mr. 
Reagan's governorship from 729i3?7 to 1,384,400t ~d the cost of 
the program went from $32.3 mi l1on to $104.4 m1ll1on. 

With regard to increasing grants to the deserving and putting 
"Able-bodied welfare recipients'' to work, the Reagan program never 
touched more than 6/lOth of 1% of welfare recipients. Although 
the program was designed to have 59,000 participants in its ~~~-·--~. 
year in 35 counties, it managed only 1,100 participants in lQ(~.t Rb~ 

i I~ ~ 
count es, mostly rural farm areas. f·..- "' 

l~ ~~ 

\:::~ 
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ECONOMIC RECOVERY 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

"In this election season the White House is telling 
us a solid ec•:momic recovery is taking place. It 
claims a sligi:1t drop in unemployment. It says that 
prices aren't going up as fast, but they are still 
going up, and that the stock market has shown some 
gains. But, in fact, things seem just about as they 
were back in the 1972 election year. Remember, we 
~ere also coming out of a recession then. Inflation 
has been running at around 6%. Unemployment about 
1 .. Remember, too, the upsurge and the optimism 
lasted through the election year and into 1973. And 
then, the roof fell in. Once again we had unemploy
ment. Only this time not 7%, more than 10. And 
inflation--wasn't 6%, it was 12%." 

Page 1, paragraph 3 

"Now, in this election year 1976, we're told we're 
coming out of this recession. Just because inflation 
and unemployment rates have fallen towhat they were 
at the worst of the previous recession. If history 
repeats itself we will be talking recovery four years 
from now merely because we've reduced inflation from 
25~ to 12%." 

Page 2, paragraph 2 

The Ford Record 

There are now 2.6 million more people at work today than there 
were just a year ago. Total employment is at its highest point 
in history. 

Unemployment reached its peak in May, 1975 at 8.9%--not "more than 
10%". March, 1976 figures show that this rate has been reduced to 
7.5~. and that it continues to decline. 

Prices are not going up as fast. In 1974, inflation stood at an 
annualizedrate of 12.2%. Inflation today is down to 6.3%--cut 
nearly in half. 

This recovery has taken place on a broad and lasting front. In 
addition to a decrease in both unemployment and inflation, major 
gains have been posted in retail sales, GNP, durable goods, housing 
and personal income. This Administration's statements are based on 
more than just the unemployment and cost-of-living statistics _th~t 
candidate Reagan implies. p Hi!?;;--..\ 

u 
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EDUC4TION 

"""~ Reagan Rhetor-ic· 

·''Schools. In Alr.erica, l·re crested at the local level and 
administered at the local level for many years .the greatest. 
public school system in the ">;orld. Now through something 
called federal sid to edu~ation, we have something called 
=ede~al interf~reu~e and educ£tion has been the loser. · 
QUality has daclined as fecioral·intervention has increased." 

Page 11, paragraph 2 

'Ihe ··Fed~ral govenme :.t: suppor·.:s only 7% of the total cost of 
elen:entar;· and s~c.o::1d.:try ed\.i.cP.tion. The bulk of this st,pport is 
distributed thJ:o,_,gh th-9 stateR to local government~ to meet the 
.lpecific· ·r_.iucatior:el needs oi: each coil11!1~~ity. 

·Pi:e:sidar.t Ford hss recut;":izcd :·:-tat "sir..ce Ab·~aham Lincoln signed 
the }4ct cx.::at.1.:"Jg t:1e 1 an:i zrar.t cc.llc~c.s, I'~dcrai. e~couragement 
~nd ~s-:i.Htat1CP. to ednc'!tion ha~ been n:-. ezsent.icl part of the 
IJJ.erJ.can :::yul;,nn:. 'I':'> e:.·-:a'""!:-lc-::: it ~,:)W ,vc.l!.~ he to ignore the past 
and thr~::ti.:-.;41 t~c l'u-;:t.:L.::. ~· 

-~~~ "ia~J:"y_ ~j...t"~_t :.1~joi.' r .. ~ ~c~ c-i: l·.:.;;i.Jlatic'!l t!le President signed 
"''·:as c:n c-tiriiD~~ ~~·~~::tL·~.c, !iiL . .- ~t :!..::-"oro·.r~d t:he distribution of 
Feder.al e~\.1.Cbi:ica--~~~C3 cna ·-i::a EJ .:.i£1.:.!ltrat"-=>~ of Fetieral programs~ 

On 1-'~-:-ch 1 ,,1: th:!.~ v2a1.·, rr ;·oi-:~~'- F .j!'d se.nt '· an education message 
to C':>n~L' .. ~fj3 ;;ili.~h c·~·=:.:. ... ;·~d 2!~ c ~te):>r!.:i:l gr!lnt programs into one 
grii.i-;.t prof.;=a.u~ o~ $ ... 3 bt.!.lion· so ti1at state and local school systems 
would have f~r g::-an'l..c:r flr.;xib~.l:!.ty :.:1 t:he u:::e of these funds. 
This .J.L~tit)n insure~ ccntinui:".?,, a"t.>prppriate :?ed,-ral support for 

. educatior~, ·r,y!1il~ n:Z.ni::Il.~inz the inte:.,sive i:'P.le;; and ,regulations 
lihic~ a=e t.ir..:':'~~:.tad t~ tha developi,-:~:1t c= t;uality education~ 

.·· .. 

I • 

·. 

·. 

.· 
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ENERGY 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

·~only a short time ago we were lined up at the gas 
station. We turned our thermostats down as Washington 
announced 'Project Independence.' We were going to 

-become self-sufficient, able to provide for our own 
energy needs. · 

At the time we were· only importing a small percentage 
of our oil. Yet, the Arab boycott caused half a mil
lion Americans to lose their jobs when plants closed 
down for lack of fuel. Today, it's almost three years. 

·later and 'Project Independence' has become 'Project ' 
Dependence.' Congress has adopted an energy bill so 
bad we were led to believe Mr. Ford would veto it. 
Instead he signed it. And, almost.instantly, drilling 
rigs all over our land started shutting down. Now, for 
the first time in our history, we are importing more oil 
than we produce. How- many Americans will be laid off 
if there is another boycott? The energy bill is a 
dis~~ter that never should have been signed." ·. 

(7) 

·Page 6, paragraphs 1-2 

~.,e Ford Record 

Candidate Reagan seems to have missed the whole' point of having a 
~ational energy policy. Two years ago {not the three that he 
claims), at the time of the March, 1974 announcement of Project 
Independence, the United States was importing 35% of its oil-
:tot the "i11significant" amount that Mr. Reagan seems to recall. 
It was for this reason that President Ford called for a comnrehen
sive national energy policy to. achieve, by· 1985, national energy 
independence •. Oil rigs did not begin shutting down after the 
·passage of the EPCA. There were an average of 1, 662 drilling rigs 
operating last year, the highest number in a decade. Figures for 
January 1976--just this week released--show that 1,710 rotary 
rigs were in operation one full month after passage of EPCA., 

And, preliminary estimates indicate that 1976 investments by the 
pt=troleum industry in production and development.activities will 
exeeed those of 1975. · · 0 

: 

( .· • 0 

0 •. 

o •• . 

OTha ·Energy- ·Pol!ey ·:mc~··-c~ •• ~~~icm 'Act passed by the Congress and 
·~~ed by President Ford in December ended a difficult, year~long 
dGbate between the Congress and the Administration on oil pricing 
policy;· opening the way to an orderly phasing out of-controls on 
domestic oil over forty months, thereby stimulating our own oil 
production. 



., 

• • 

By removing controls, this legislation should give 
industry sufficient incentive over a period of time to 
explore, develop and produce new fields in the outer 
continental shelf, Alaska, and potential new.reserves 
in the lower forty-eight states. Removal of these 
con~rols at the end of forty months· should increase 
domestic production by more than one million barrels 
per day by 1985 and· reduce imports by about three m~llion 
barrels per day. . . · . · 

MOre importantly, this bill enables the United States to 
meet a·substantial portion of the mid-term goals for energy 
independence set forth over a year ago. Incorporated in 
this are authorities for: 

-- a strategic storage system 

-- conversion of oil and gas~fired utility and in-
dustrial plants to coal · 

--··energy efficiency labeling 

emergency authorities for use in the event of 
another embargo 

. . 

-- and the authority we need to fulfill our inter-
national agreements with other oil consuming nations. 

These provisions will directly reduce the nation's 
dependence on foreign oil by almost two million barrels 
per day by 1985. The strategic storage system and the 
stand-by authority will enable the United States to 
withstand a future embargo of about four million barrels 

·_p~r day.. · · 

The·EPCA didn't. give President Ford everything that,he 
wanted, but it was a step in the t;ight direction. 
Most importantly, it recognized the need and provided 
the means for gradual decontrol of oil. · 

President Ford has already put these authorities to good use--
his Administration recently announced the decontrol of heavy fuel 
oil, and will shortly fQllow suit·with decontrol of other products. 
as provided under the· law. · 

Finally, candidate Reagan seems. to have conveniently forgotten that' 
President Ford long ago called for the decontrol of natural gas, 
production from national petroleum reserves, measures to sticulat~ 
more effective conservation, the development of new energy sources, 
and the development of more and cleaner energy from ou~ vast coal 
resources. · 

Perhaps the question which shoufd be· asked is, "Does 
have a policy?" 
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FEDERAL SPENDING 

The Reagan Rhetoric 
¥ 

. "~e fact is, we'll never build a lasting economic 
-recovery by going deeper into debt at a faster rate 
than we ever have before. It took this nation 166 

. years--until the middle of v7orld War II--to finally 
accumulate a debt of $95 billion. It took this 
administration just the last 12 months to add $95 
-billion to the debt. And this administration has 
run up almost one-fourth of our total national 
d..lbt in just these short nineteen months." 

.·"Inflation is the cause of recession and unemployment. 
And ~e're not going to have real prosperity or recovery 
until we stop fighting the syLnptoms and start fighting 
the disease. There's;cniy one cause for inflation-
government spending more than government takes in. The 
cura.·.~is a balanced budget. Ah, but they tell us, 80% 
of the budget is uncontrollable. It's fixed by laws 
passed by Congress." · Page 2, paragraphs 3-4 

"But laws passed by Congr~ss can be repealed by 
~ons~css. And, 'J.f Cor.~ress. is unwilling to do this, 
;~he.n __ isn't it time we elect a Congress that will?" 

"Soon after he took office, Mr. Ford promised he would 
end inflation. Indeed, he declared 't~ar on inflation. -
And, we all donned those "\oliN buttons to "Whip Inflation 
Now."· Unfortunately, the war--if it ever really started-
was soon over. Hr. Ford, without WIN button, appeared 
on TV, and promised he absolutely would not allow the
Federal deficit to exceed $60 billion (which incidentally 
was $5 billion more than the biggest previous deficit 
we'd ever had). Later he told tis it mig~t be as much 
as $70 billion. Now we learn it's $80 billion or more." 

Page 3, paragraphs 1-2 
. - . - . 

'the Ford Record 
~~ ..-.;;.~-...-~...-;;;.-

-The·national debt. reached-$72 billion in 1942. The estimated 
·~-deficit- for FY • 76 is $76.9 billion. The gross Federal debt up 
r.througb FY_ '76 is estimated at $634 billion. Thus, the Adminis
.:.tration4s share of the national debt is 15.6%, not the 25% 
r-cleclared ·.by -candidete · Reagan~ 
r . 

President Ford's economic policv has oeen desismed to: 

i.-Create sustained_ economic recovery and growth without 
(.'inflation; . · .r"'-:.-... ,/<~. t IJ I? o""'\ 

!IJ ~· 
•<:: t' 

ic.-: ; 

. "~ - ' ~~;/ '-_......., 
2. 
.. 

·3. 

B.each a balanced Federal budget·by_l979; and, 
, .. 
Provide jobs for all who seek work. 
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President Ford has offered specific plans for achieving a balanced 
budget; but, a large part of tha. cause of the current recession is 
the result of paRt fis\:al policies, especially rapid increase~s it?
Federal expenditures. There is no quick remedy for the problems 
created n decade ago. 

~ . . 

-~A. .precipitous rc turn. to a. balanced budget, as candidate R.eagan · 
;would like, would fu.al inflat:ion, halt the r~covery, . and mean a 
'aus,tainad ps:J;.iod of high. un~mployment. 

·some 77. l%· of· the icd~ral budget for FY '71 is in "uncontrollable" 
•Or ,"open-ended" e:p.cnditurea.. Appro~imately $236~ 8 billion of 
.-this is. allocated to paymonts to :!.nclividuals. In order to achieve 
cand~4ate. Reaciln' s "balanced" bud~et as quickly as he· suggests, ,. · 
we_would h&ve to terminate all of some, or part of several, of 
the follo~ing expenditurea: 

· -· · · · $ios ."o billion ··Social Security and Railroad Retirement· 
38.4 billion ·Uedicnre and Uadicaid 
26.0 billion -Public Assistance Programs 
·22. 9 billion · ··Federal Retirement Funds · 
16.~ billion Veterans Benefits 

· .·:Aliout . 2.6. cents G";.tt of o-v~ry Federal tax· dollar in -i977 will -go ·to~ ·~ 
1-defense ($101.2 billl.on). · Uevenue shn::ing·and grants to·states . 
··and ·localitiea--fundc returned for use &t the local level--take up • 
t.,anothor 15 cents . out of every Federal .dollar spent. _This too, ·· 
:·leav.es little 1·oom for immediate, t.l&ssive Federal cuts. · ·· ·· 

rin:·March, 1975, PTsaidE!:lt Ford literally "drew the ·line" :at. a deficit 
::ef·~$60 billicn. To meet the.t goal. the President vetoed:some 47bills 
,sent to hir: by the :·CorlP,re3s--at an attempted cost snvings to the. · 
7':Americnn. ta:tpc.yar oi $26 bill1,.on. The Congr~ss overrode only 7 ·of · 

. :.thes.e veto-e~, c~t et a coct ·co th~ taxpayar of another ·$13 ·billion 
-----~~.4tied: tc th~ :b~ede::-el deficit. 

. . 
Thu3, tbe eet:i~atcd deficit for FY 76 "rill be $76.9 billion. The 
largest p·=C!viou~ yearly d~ficit occurred in 1943--$54.8 billion • 

. Gross natlon~l debt for FY 76 ~-s estimated to be $63.4 · billion~-of 
which $76.9 billion, or l$.6% occurred du:ring a year in which, a 
Ford budget was in effect. 

·--· -~tfbe::President's proposed btldzet fo-r·FY ·.1977 cuts the'-rate .of :groWth 
.. 'Of Federal·.spending in half,, dCAm to 5.5%. Tbe eatimated,:deficit.-.·:. ·.· .. · . 
. ·for :FY ... 77 ·is ·$43 billion or. $33 billion lees .th:m the previous year 
and.some $26 billion less than projected expenditures had government 

: ·c:ontinued- t"' &row·. at · tho amne .. pace aa it. had , ~~ring · the last dec:•~-~ _-. 

1'reside1.it Fc:::d bis . set a, balanced bu~get as . his·. goal·; for· 19_79. ·I 
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ANGOLA 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

"We gave just enough support to one side of Angola to 
~ncourage it to fight and die but too little to give it 
a chance of winning." 

Page 13, paragraph 2 

The Ford Record 

The u~s. objective in: Sllpporting the FNLA/UNITA forces· in Angola-
was to-assist them, and through them all of black Africa, to. 
defend against a minori·t:y faction supported by Soviet apns and · . 
Cuban intervention. De::.pite massive Soviet aid and the presence of 
Cuban troops, we were 011 the· road to success in Angola until December 
19 when Congress adopte·:l the Tunney Amendment cutting off further 

. U-.S. aid to the FNLA and UNITA. President Ford severely rebuked 
'the· Congress for that a::tion. ' 

. 
CHINA 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

"In Asia our new 1:elationship with mainland China can have 
. practical benefitn with both sides. But that doesn't mean 
.it should include yielding to demands by them as the 
Administration haB to reduce our military presence on Taiwan 
where we have a l()ng-time friend ~nd ally, the Republic 
of China." ·Page 13. paragraph 3 

TheFord Record 
. . 

We have not reduced ou·r forces on Taiwan as a result of Peking's 
demands. ·Our reductiol'lS stem from our own assessment of U.S. · 
political and ~ecurity interes~s. The ending of the Vietnam conflic 
and the lessening of tension in the area brought about by our new 
relationship with the ~eople's Republic of China has made this 

. drawdown possible. _.,~-:Ta~'O'· 
1.:::, > .('\ 

{ ~- . ,-·_\ . 
. ..:_ . t:O! \". . ~' 

\>. 'r-~/ 
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The Reagan Rhetoric 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

ISRAEL 

(12) 

"Mr. Ford's new Ambassador to the United Nations attacks 
our long time ally Israel." 

Page 13, paragraph 3 
.... 

The Ford Record 

Candidate Reagan has grossly distorted the facts. William Scranton 
did not attack Isr.9.el. His veto blocked an unbalanced Security 
Council Resolution critical of Israel--a resolution that every 
other member of the Security Council voted for. In a March 23 
speech in the United Nations Security Council, Ambassador Scranton 
reiterated long-st.9.nding U.S. policy--a policy articulated by 
every Administration--and every U.S. Representative to the United 
Na.tions since 1967--on Israel's obligations as an occupying power 
under international law with regard to the territories under its 
occupation. 

Far ·from attacking our long-time ally, Israel, President Ford's 
Administration seized an historic opportunity to help the area 
move towards a secure, just and comprehensive peace settlement. 
During the Spring of 1975, the President held an extensive series 
of meetings with important leaders in the area. A second, in
terim agreement was reached shortly thereafter between Israel 
and Egypt. 

This agreement reaffirmed and strengthened the ceasefire, widened 
the buffer zone, and committed both sides to settle the Middle 
East conflict by peaceful means, refraining from use of force. 
For the first time in years, the Suez Canal was opened to Israel for 
non-military shipping. 

VIETNAM 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

"And, it is also revealed now that we seek to establish 
friendly relations with Hanoi. To make it more palatable, 1'..--;-:f·ti-;~;-... .. 

.. ~ -:'\ f .., ,.,. 

~~ .f) 
"---./1 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS "(13) . ' . 

• 
we are told this might help us learn the fate of the men 
still listed as Missing in Action." 

Page 13-14, paragraph 3 

The Ford Record 

Neither President Ford nor his Administration spokesman have said 
·we "seek to establish friendly relations with Hanoi." Such an· 
assertion ·is to_tally false:. 

The-Congress, reflecting the views of the American people and 
the Ford Administrat1on, has called for an accounting of our Mis• 
sing in·Action and the return of the bodies of dead servicemen 
still held by Hanoi. . · · .. 

---The Ford Administration, in keeping with this Congressional man-
_dat.e, has offered to discuss with Hanoi the significant .. out·s-tand- .· 
lng issues between us. · · 

.. 

CUBA 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

·'"In the last few days, Mr. Ford and Dr.' Kissinger have 
taken us from hinting at invasion of Cuba to. laughing it 
off as a ridiculous idea. Except, that it was their 
ridiculous idea. No one else ·suggested it. Onc-e a·g-ain 
what is their policy? During this last year, they carried 

· on a campaign to .befriend Castro. They persuaded the 
·.Organization of American States to ·lift its trade embargo, 
lifted some U.S. trade restrictions, they engaged in culture 
exchanges. And then on the eve of the Florida primary 
election, Mr. Ford went to Florida, ~alled Castro an outlaw 
and said he'd never recognize him. But he hasn't asked our 
Latin American neighbors to reimpose a single sanc.tion, nor 
has he taken any action himself. Meanwhile, Castro. continues 
to .export reVolution to Puerto Rico, to Angola, and who 
knows where else? ._ 

· Page _14, paragra~h · 2 

•. 
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The Ford Record 

Neither President Ford nor his representative stated -- or hinted-
at an "invasion of Cuba." Nor did the United States persuade 
the OAS to lift the sanctions against Cuba. 

At San Jose last summer,the U.S. voted in favor of an OAS resolution 
which left to each country freedom of action with regard to the 
sanctions. The U.S. did so because a majority of the CAS members 
had already unilaterally lifted their sanctions against Cuba, 
and because the resolution was supported by a majority of the 
organization members. Since that resolution passed. no additional 
Latin American country has established relations with Cuba. 

The U.S. has not lifted its own sanctions against Cuba. It 
did not enter ~nto any agreements with Cuba. Rnd did not trade 
w1th Cuba. We did not engage in cultural exchanges. 

The U.S. did validate a number of passports for U.S. Congressmen 
and their staffs, for .some scholars and for some religious leaders 
to visit Cuba. And the U.S. issued a few select visas to Cubans 
to visit the U.S. 

These minimal steps were taken to test whether there was a mutual 
interest in ending the hostile nature of our relations. This 
policy was consis·tent with the traditional American interest in 
supporting the free flow of ideas and people. Since the Cuban 
adventure in Angola, the Ford Administration has concluded that the 
Cubans are not interested in changing their ways. The U.S. has 
resumed it's highly restrictive policies toward Cuban travel. 

With regard to Cuban efforts to interfere in Puerto Rican affairs, 
the U.S. has made it emphatically clear in the UN and bilaterally 
to the Cubans and other nations that the U.S. will not tolerate 
any interference in its internal affairs. 

Mr. Reagan's criticism is particularly intere~ting when compare~ 
to the following co~ment he made last August ~n a release for h~s 
weekly editorial column. 

"Recent conciliatory gestures by Castro, including 
the return of $2 million ransom money he had impounded 
in connection with a U.S. airliner hijacking, indicates 
that he is ready to talk turkey with the United States. 
Since we. can accomplish both humanitarian and national 
objectives in the process, it's time for the Washington 
establishment to lift its Cuban dialogue above the 
level of that advertising slogan, 'Since we're neighbors, 
let's be friends.'" 
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.The Reaga~ Rhetoric 

-

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

EASTERN EUROPE 

"Now we learn that another high official of the State 
Depar~ent, Hel~ut Sonnenfeldt, whom Dr. Kissinger refers 
to as his "Kissir,ger", has expressed the belief that, in 
effect, the c.s.ptive nations should give up any claim of 
national sovereignty and simply become a- part of the 

·· Soviet.Union. He says, 'Their desire to break out of the 
Soviet straightjacket' threatens ua with vlorld War III. 
In other words, slaves should accept their fate." 

Page 17, paragraph 2 

The Ford Record 

(15) 

The Reagan statemant is ~·7holly ina.ccurate. It is a gross· distortion 
of feet, ;to ascribe such views to Mr .. Sonnenfeldt or to the Ford 
Administration. Not a single person in the Ford Administration has 
ever expressed any such belief • 

. The U.S. does not accept a sphere of influence of any country, 
anywhere, and emphatically rejects a Soviet sphere of influence 
it:l Eas,tern Europe. . . _ . 

•. 

Two Presidents have visited in E·astern Europe; there have been 
two.visits to Poland and Romania and Yugoslavia, by Presidents. 
Admir1istration officials have.made repeated visits to Eastern 
Europe, on every trip to Sjillbolize and to make clear to these 

· countriec 'that tha U.S. is interested in 't-7orking with them and 
that it does not accept or act upon the exclusive-dominance of 
any one country in that area. · 

. . 
At the same time, th9 U.S. does not want to give encouragement 
to an uprising that might lead to enormous suffering. The United 
States does not accept tha· .dominance of any one country anywhere. 

Yugoslavia was mentioned, for example. The Ford Administration 
·would emphatically consider it a very grave matter if outside 
forces were to attempt to intervene in the domestic affairs of 
l¥8Qslavia. The U.S. welcomes Eastern European countries · 
developing more in accordance ~-1ith their national traditions, . 
and we will cooperate with them. This is the policy of the United 
States. and there is no "Sonnenfeldt" doctrine. 
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The Reagan ~~etoric 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

THE HELSINKI PACT 

(16) 

'~y did the President travel halfway 'round the world to 
sign the Helsinki Pact, putting our stamp of approval on . 
Russia's enslavement of the captive nations? 

We i·!,a·11e a".-vay the freedom of millions of people 
t~at Wia.s not ours to give." 

freedom 

Page 16, paragraph 2 

The Ford R.:"::.ord 

.Ag:aJ.u, can.iidate P-.eaga:t hc.s dist~rt~d th~ facts for emotional 
-~?~ct. .·Prosident J?-~rd stated l.:learly on July 25 that "the United 
S~e~~a has n~vcr recognized the Soviet incorporation of Lithuania, 
!.atvia .2nd 1!:-:;tonia ru4d :f.s ·no;; doing so no-..·7. ·Our offical policy of 
~loa·-recor. .. -:.ition. :ts n~~t affected by the results of the European 
JE.curity Conit::rence." 

----.r.f.oT'\t Fo=d went to Felsinki .along with the Chiefs of State or 
h~ada or gu .. .__"'":"' •. .,..,t of E'll our western allies and, among others, 
.et Papal !-\.~p:··:!S£;:ttnt ~,.ra, to sign a document w~1ich contains Soviet 
cCJ•=tit:r:.an·::s to gr~at<Jr r2spect for h\m.an rights,· ·sel-f-determination ef -l'M;>_fe~, e.nd exo_=ded e:ichet\ges i!nd ConmiUnl.caffciri -::t:_h_~o~gh~_1!t:_ - . 
~:;u!"cr'e. r~al:~·- t~~~e of th:: Act calls for a. .frear flow o people 
_at£d. ~i"CI:~cs &..~ng a~l the Europeen nations. . --- · ... ·· · ·. · · -

lhe Roi.sinki A~t, for the f:lrst time, specifically provides for the 
~cJs~.bility of penc_ef_t;l_ change o~ borders when that would correspond 
~o tL~ wiah2s of the peoples concerned. · . 

And the Helei.~ki docw:.~nt itself sta.1.:cs that no occuPation or 
~cquisi_tior& of _territo_t:y ~7 ~~rc~ wi_l_l_ be_ ~_e_c~~mize(t.-as_ 1~-~al". 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

PANAMA CANAL 

The Reagan Rhetoric 
"The Canal Zone is not a colonial possession. It is not 
a long-term lease. It is sovereign U.S. territory every 
bit the same as Alaska and all the states that were carved 
from.the Louisiana Purchase. We should end those negot
iations (on the Panama Canal) and tell the General; We 
bought it, we paid for it, we built it and we intend to 
keep it;." 

• 

Page 15, paragraph 3 
--·--- - -· -

The Fora·: Record 
-' It is not certain whether the Reagan rhetoric on the Panama Canal . ~ 

Zone best displays his ignorance--or his frequent distortion 
·of the facts for political gain. What is certain is that Mr. Reagan 
view that the Canal Zone is "sovereign tr.S. territory every bit 
the same as Alaska and all the-states that were carved from the 
Louis_iana Purchase" is absolutely incorrect. 

The United States did not buy the· Canal Zone from Panama for $10 
million in 1903. Insteaa, t;his country bought certain rig~ts 
·which Panama then granted--rights to run the Canal Zone as {f it 
were u.s: territory, sub]ecting Panamanians to U.S. law and 
police in a strip of land through the middle of their country. 

. . . . . 

Neither is the Canal Zone sovereign U.S. territory. The original 
·treaty does not give sovereignty t~ the U.S. but only rights 

the U.S. would exercise as "if it were sovereign." The 1936 
treaty refers to the Canal Zone as Panamanian territory under U.S. 
jurisdiction. Legal s'cholars have been clear on this for three
quarters of an century. Unlike children born in the United States~ 
for example, children born in the Canal Zone are not automatically 
citizens of the United States. .. 
Candidate Reagan's rhetoric aggravates; an already difficult · 
-situation. In 1964, anti-American riots in the Canal area took 26 
lives. Since that time, negotiations between the United S.tates and 
Panama on the Canal have been pursued by three successive American 
Presidents. The purpose of these negotiations is to· p_ro_t~_ct7. ~~~ 
_natio~al_, secu;-_i_t_y_, not diminish it . 

. . . 
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The Reagan Rhetoric 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

. ·.,THE u.s.· ROLE 

"Now we must ask if someone is giving away o,.1r o~m 
freed6m. Dr. Kissinger is quoted as saying that h~ thinks 
of the U.S. as Athens and the Soviet Union es Sparta. 
"The day of the U.S. is past and today is th12 day of the 
Soviet Union." And he added, " ... Uy job as s~cretary of 
State is to negotiate the most acceptable secor.d-bc.st 
position available." 

Page 16, }&r~grD~~ 3 

The Ford Record 

Candidat~.: Reagan's so-called quotes from Secrct~r:' !~is:: in~-~;: ~r~ 
• ·total and irresponsible fabrication. He has i .. ~-,\..r &cii{! .,!1~;.;:: 
~· Reagan attributes to him, or anything like ic. 

I " & Ma-"""'-. 23. ~-197li. --r-.,. ... ··c-~'-"--... · _._ D,11r..,. .:'c·~> ~ ,., "· ·. ·-v ~?{ .... ,-.- ..... . · ... __ ~ • v ~~~ ~.....--. ~_,.,,.., .. ~..,~v -J.w ,.,..__, ........... -="., ___ t.·_,. .... .lc.. ..... -.. 1 .f'.....!.".---.., .. . 

• aid• ui do ... o .. ·b.,liAve ""h"'t·· ... -: ...... -t~-:.. . .s .,., •·· ~t ... ~~~~ ·-:_ -"' ·;." ~ -~ ··"~-e.: •. ,...,.-' · • u ._ o ~ '-• ~.:.. -.w• v .. .-.. -.uw ..., g. I_.,__,._...· "';....., .. ._ .. ~-. --~~_ ... _,.......,.,. . .....,.,_. • . 
I do not believe that the United St:at~G 1.c on t.~~ '~C!J.:~::.l~.n .- ::• . 

. ·- . . - . . ~ . . . . . 
.. .. ...... '"" 

"I believe that the United States i's essential to pr~a~~ ·.•·a the 
security of the free world and for any progress in the ""'·o::i~ that 
exists." 

!•tn a period of great national difficulty, of !:he Vit?t-~"::ml war, 
pf Watergate, of endless investigations, we h&ve tried to prac~rve 
-~he role of the United States as that mnjor act~r. And I believe 
that to explain to the American people that the policy is complex, 
that our involvement is permanent, e.r.~.d that out: prohl~s are 
~evertheless soluble, is a sign of optimism and Gf c~~firlence in 
the American people rather than the opposite." 
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GO\r:illH.•r£NT GROT,.lTH & FEDERAL TAXES 

The Reagan P~etoric 

.... 

"Then came a Whit~ House proposal for a $28 billion 
tax cut, to be matched by a $28 billion cut in the 
proposed spending -- not in the present spending, but· 
in the proposed s;~nding in the new budget. Well, my 
question ther ar..c u.y question now is, if there was $28 
billion in th2 new budget that could be cut, what 
was it doing there in the first place?" 

Page 3, paragraph 3 

"They could ... correct a great unfairness that now 
exists in our t~x system. Today, when you get a 
cost-of-living pay raise-- one that just keeps you 
even with purchasing power-- it often moves you up 
into a higher tax bracket. This means you pay a 
higher percentage ir. tax but you reduce your purchasing 
power. Last year, because of this inequity, the 
gover~ent took ~n $7 billion in undeserved pro-
fit in the income tax alone, and this year they'll 
do everJ. bel: tel:.': 

Page 4, paragraph 2 

The 'Ford Re:.c o·.c~ 

President Fo~.C. h-.:5 s·;:,.:~tt~d e.. budget for FY '77 which will 
curb the gro\Iti: in Fe:.~.t;!ral t:x~1e-n.ditures -- proposing a $28 
billion C"...l.t ~-H C;~d ~ f..:ing progr .irns, not a reduction in the 
proposed l.'l .. dbc :: ·.:--:. cc:.,.tdi.~dte :R.cagan "t>;rould have the public 
believP.. '!'he ~)r.:!;;iG~l··~ hc.s called :=or this spending cut to 
be tied to a tax cut whi-:h vTOuld return to a family of 
four ea-::n.:..::g ~.:.. 5 .l•jG a year .:q:.proxiinately $227 more in 
take-home ?C.Y -- .:...~"'~ wi.1ich "tvoulci give businesses more in-
centive to cr~<.i•=-~ jo'Js 

The Presid.:::nt: s cc:.~{ propo~als for individuals have several 
key features: 

an increaz~ in the personal exemption from 
$750 to $1000. 

substitt:tin11. of a single standard deduction-
$2,500 for me.rric:-0. couples .filing joit

1 
tly and 

$1, 800 ior single tax,;;!!yers -- for t e existing 
low income allm.rance and percentage s andard 
deduction. · 

a reduction in individual income ·tax rates. 



. ,, 
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-::.::csi\ie:.:.t ~ .. ~rd' s ~r:-~1-i:Ja~ ~ _to increasa the inheritance tax exemption 
t.;:cr- ~~\.~0, COO to $15rJ, CiOO. l4'-1d his propos~l to stretch out the 
lt· .. ~-:~ ... :r~~,1 e6t.c~te t=r.~ pcymc.:nt pezoiod for farms and small businesses, 
:-/ .. '.1 !£.~J.r i:cJ t:e .. ~::> f.~rma and small busir.a~n in the family after years · ~ h~rcl 11-Jrk. 

Jl:ul, tc b.<:Jti.' bt1Gi:leaamcn creata jobs, the President has proposed: 

-- pcrmane~t rcci;letio:1! in corporate income taxes; . 

a ,e~~ner.t increase in the investment tax credit; 

~- accel~rat~d d~preci3tion for constr~ction of plants 
a~d· equir;rter..t in high unemploymt!nt areas; 

i>~~=-~~.;.·.:.~:i .:!.nc..::::ti·v~a to eneot.rt>!lge stock ownership 
Jp· 1::.~ CJl~t mf;;.:~lo ir,co:na working Americans. 

~f.b·~ :c~a~.r.:c\:t' ~ )u~get and t~.;: n'.~&auras have already meant more jobs 
~.-.:.. .. · 4~4-~!cQn ~'l,;~u:-·~, ~.;~ &~.~~hix.s ::>£ ir.1flation, and the growth of· 
: ~;.: .. t, .. kE;~~K~e i·~;r. :ii.::~ effC'.;o;; tc ~u::-b the growth of government -
~:h~ ~_, l.'·;:~u:.-!1 C':snt=ol t..l th~ in1ivi..:!:l~J. -- h.:.1~ ~lready, and will con
:.i.",.._~~ tc ;;ctu.=~ r:ollaro t.J the Awericu!l t"orker. 

.• 

.· 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE 

·The' Reagan Rhetoric 

"The Soviet Army outnumbers ours more than t:WO-to-orte 
and· in reserves four-to-one. They out-spend us on wea-
pons by 50%. Their Navy outnumbers ours in surface ships 
and submarines two-to-one. We are outgunned in artillary 
three-to-one and their tanks outnumber ours four-to-one. 
Their strategic nuclear missiles are larger, more power
ful and more numerous than ours. The evidence mounts 
that we are Number Two in a world where it is dangerous, 
if·n,ot fatal, to be second best." 

Page 16 •. paragraph 1 
. ' ~ . 

The Ford Record 

In Janua~y of this· year, President Ford submitted to Congr.ess 
the largest peacetime budget for the·nepartment of Defense in 

.: the history of the United· States--$112 billion, $700 million.· 
He has assured the American people that "the United.States is 
going to be number one, as it is, in our national security" 
as long as he is President. 

·.Candidate Reagan conveniently neglects to mention that our 
strategic forces are superior to.the Soviets'. The United 
States holds numerous advantages over the Soviet Unit'ln~· -ineluding 
the following: 

--Our missile warheads have tripled and we lead the 
Soviets in missile warheads by more than two-to-one. 

--Our missiles are twice as accurate and more survivable. 

--We have a three-to-one lead in the number of strategic 
bombers. 

--We are proceeding with the development and production of 
~he world's most modern strategic bomber, the B-1. 

--We are developing the world's most modern and lethal missile 
launching submarine, the Trident. 

--We are developing a new large ICBM. 

National defense is more than a numbers game, and candidate Reagan's 
rhetoric indicates a disturbingly shallow grasp of what true balance 
is all about. It is absolutely meaningless to say the Soviet Army 
is twice the size of the U.S. Army when one considers that one milliop 
~£ their troops are deployed on the Chinese border. 

.....--: .. ,, 

Candidate Reagan also ignores that we are at the head of a grea,~ ~-· ":"'o"\ 
Alliance system in Europe, and we are firmly tied to the stroniest ~ 
economic power in Asia. :; l · .. ·-'" :,· .. i 

\ .:> •. :,.,I 
"'-..... . ?" 

'"'~...,~..., 



: f1 

;.·· -.. 
.-

(22) . 

President Ford is the one responsible for reversing the recent 
trend of shrinking defense budgets in which a Democratic Congress 

·bas made ~37 billion in ·cuts during the past seven years. 
. ' ' 

Mr. Reagan's short-sighted, r.oliticallr. motivated statement·s that 
proclaim that our nation.is 'in danger' are both factually 
irresponsible and potentially damaging to this country. They 
alarm our people, confuse our allies, and invite our adversaries 
to seek new foreign adventures . 

. . ,. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY 

The Reagan Rhetoric 

. "Now, let's look at Social Security. Mr. Ford says he 
'~ants to 'preserve the integrity of Social Security.' 
Well, I differ with htm on one word. I would like to 
.restore the integrity of Social Security. Those who 
aepend on it see a continual reduction in their standards 
of living. Inflation strips the increase in their benefits. 

· The maxtmum _benefit today buys 80 fewer loaves of bread 
than it did when that maximum payment was only $85 a ·

.. month •. In the meantime, the Social Security payroll 
·' tax h~s become the most unfair tax any worker pays. · 

Women are discriminated against. Particularly, working 
wives. And, people who reach Social Security age and 
want to continue working, should be allowed to do so and 
without losing their benefits. I believe a Presidential 
c~~ssion of experts should be appointed to study and 
present a plan to strengthen and· improve Social Security 
~bile there's still time--so that no person who has 
·contributed to Social Security will ever lose a dtme." 

Page 4, paragraph 3 

The Ford Record 

The statement that the "maximum benefit today buys 80 fewer 
loaves than-it did when the maximum benefit was only $85 a 
month" tmplies that the purchasing power of Social Security 
payments h~s declined su~stantially. In fact, the average benefit 
has almost tripled in terms of the amount it can buy from that 
time in 1940 when the benefit was $85. .· · · 

It was President Ford who first recognized inflation as the single 
greatest threat to the quality of lif~ for older Americans. As a 

_ result, his budget request to Congress for fiscal year 1977 inclu
ded a full cost-of-living increase in Social Security benefits in 
order to maintain the purchasing_power of 32 million older Americans. 

Rather than add to government bureaucracy a "Presidential commission 
of experts" to re-study the complex problem, as·~ candidate Reagan 
suggests, the President has taken immediate action by requesting 
legislation to maintain the fiscal integrity of the.Social.Security 
Trust Fund. President Ford has proposed an increase in payroll taxes 
of three tenths of one per cent for both employers and employees so 
that future Social Security payments will not exceed-revenues. 

And, beyond merely strengthening the Social Security·system, and fight 
ing inflation, President Ford has proposed coverage of catastrophic ·_ 
illness--with a ceiling of $750 on medical expenditures. .-------·. . . . /·~--''''-'"·· / ;·_ <' \ 

't ;.: -;~.' 
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Reprinted from the February issue of the President Ford Committee newsletter 

Reagan ·Rhetoric, 
Record Conflict 

One of the biggest myths in American politics is the image of 
Ronald Reagan as a tight-fisted fiscal conservative. 

In reality, Reagan was the biggest taxer ·and spender of any 
governor in California's history. ' 

Lou Cannon. a political writer for the Washington Post and 
author of a Reagan biography, wrote in a recent article: 

"At times Reagan seems to be the various things his advocates 
and his adversaries say about him. What Reagan says and what 
Reagan does are frequently contradictory.. And he left a conflict
ing legacy after two four-year terms in the governorship." 

Nowhere are the Reagan rhetoric and the Reagan record in more 
conflict than in the field of fiscal policy. 

Let's compare the rhetoric and the record. 
A letter from Sen. Paul Laxalt, R-Nevada, who is chairman of 

Citizens for Reagan, set the theme of the campaign. 
The senator said Reagan would tell the American people "that 

as governor of California he was successful in: 
-creating and returning an $850 million surplus to the Cali

. fornia taxpayers. 
· -keeping the size of the California state government constant. 

-originating and signing a massive tax relief bill which re
sulted in a $378 million saving to California's property owners 
and a $110 million saving to renters." 

That's the rhetoric. In detail, let's look at the record. 
Q. What about the Reagan campaign claim that as governor, 

he created and returned an $850 million surplus to the Califor
nia taxpayers?" 

A. The $850 million surplus was not the result of any savings 
in state government. Rather, it was a serious miscalculation. In 
1967, Reagan, in effect, 'overtaxed' Californians through an enor
mous $943 million tax increase. While the tax increase was per
manent, the rebate was a one-shot temporary form of relief in 
1969..::_the year preceding his bid for reelection. 

Q. And the claim of a "massive tax relief bill which resulted 
in a $378 million saving to property owners and a $110 million 
saving to renters?" 

A. This was in no way the result of sound management of the 
state. The property tax relief was achieved by other federal and 
state revenues. Specifically, they were a federal revenue sharing 
surplus, a major increase in the state sales tax and a strong busi-
ness climate. · 

Q. What about the Reagan campaign boast that he kept ''the 
size of California state government constant?" 

A. Under Reagan, the state budget more than doubled in eight 
years froni $4.6 billion to $10.2 billion. The number of state 
employees increased from 113,779 in 1967 to 127,929 in 1975. 

Q. Yes, but don't ioDation and the growth of California's 
population contribute to that budget increase? 

A. Doubtless they do. But it is significant to note that under 
Reagan the state budget increased an average of 12.2% yearly. 
Under his successor, Edmund G. Brown, Jr., the increase has 
been 6%. And while California's population grew 1% a year 
during Reagan's eight-year administration, it grew 3% a year 
during the 14 preceding years under Governors Edmund G. 
Brown,- Sr. and Goodwin J. Knight. 

Q. How did Reagan balance the state budget during those 
years that it more than doubled? By practicing fiscal economies? 

A. By no means. Under Reagan, there were three huge tax 
increases totalling more than $2 billion. In 1967, there was an 
inerease of $967 million-the largest state tax hike in the nation's 
history. Of this, $280 million went for a one-time deficit pay
ment and future property tax relief. In 1971, the increase was 
$488 million with $150 million for property tax relief. In 1972, 
the increase was $682 million with $650 mill1ion for property 
tax relief. Much of this property tax relief was short term. But 
the overall tax increases were permanent. 



Q. How was this money raised? 
A. By all sorts of taxes. State personal income tax revenues 

went from $500 million to $2.5 billion, a 500% increase. Top 
bracket levies were increased from 7% to 11 % . The size of the 
brackets was reduced so that taxpayers reached the highest 
bracket more quickly. And personal exemptions were reduced. 
Finally, after adamantly denying he would ever do so, the gov
ernor agreed to a system of withholding state income taxes, 

Bank and corporation taxes went up 100%. The state sales 
tax rose from 4% to 6%. The tax on cigarettes went up 7 cents 
a pack and the liquor tax rose 50 cents per gallon. Inheritance 
tax rates also were increased and collections more than doubled. 

Q. But didn't taxpayers benefit from local property tax relief? 
A. Hardly. Under Reagan, the average tax rate for each $100. 

of assessed valuation rose from $8.84 to $11.15. Under predeces
sor Pat Brown the increase was much less in dollars and percent
age-from $6.96 to $8.84. And in the six years of Republican 
Knight's administration it was still less-from $5.94 to $6.96. 
One reason for the big increase under Reagan-from $3.7 billion 
to $8.3 billion-is that the state paid a steadily smaller percent-

age of school costs-one of the biggest reasons for local property 
taxes. 

Despite periodic efforts to provide relief, there has been a sub
stantial increase in the burden carried by most property owners. 
Inflation and higher assessments have helped wipe out any sav
ings. Only $855 million of the record $10.2 billion budget in 
Reagan's final year was for tax relief for homeowners and renters. 

Q. What did Reagan have to say about all this spending? 
A. Nothing very consistent. In his first inaugural message on 

January 5, 1967, he said, "we are going to squeeze and cut and 
trim until we reduce the cost of government." 

On July 9, 1967, he said in a televised speech that as long as 
California grows in population and as long as the country is in 
an inflationary spiral "we will have a record breaking budget 
every year ... and that is roughly 8% ." 

On Oct. 2, 1967, Reagan was asked in Milwaukee about his 
comment that he balanced the budget without new taxes. He 
replied: "We raised the old ones about $1 billion." 

Q. Many of Reagan's supporters claim that the reason for 
the huge budget increases in his administration was because of 
increases in . assistance to local governments? 

A. That's true. And under the same logic, we could eliminate 
about $60 billion from the federal budget spent for assistance to · 
the states. Extending that bookkeeping system to foreign aid and 
assistance to individuals, nearly three-fourths of the federal 
budget could be disregarded. If Reagan is going to continue to 
criticize the growth of the federal budget, he has to accept similar 
criticism on the growth of California's budget. while he was gov
ernor. He can't have it both ways. 



Ronald Reagan's nationally televised address--reprinted from 
The President Ford News 

Reagan Speech 
Called Misleading, 
Simple, Divisive 

Old Prop, Old Script (From The Plziladelphia Inquirer) 

To get to the White House, Reagan will have to describe not 
how he would reduce government, but how he would enhance 
America's spirit and self-confidence. 

He won't do it with the simplistic, misleading and divisive 
rhetoric he unloaded in our living rooms last week. 

· Desperate Candidate (From The Los Angeles Times) 

Ronald Reagan is a desperate man in his quest of the Presi
dency. He paraded his desperation before a nationwide television 
audience (March 31) in a 28-rninute address ringing with over
simplifications that evoked unhappy memories of the troubled 
years immediately after World War II. 

He then quoted Kissinger as allegedly having said: "TI}e day 
of the U.S. is past, and today is the day of the Soviet Union .... 
My job as secretary of state is to negotiate the most acceptable 
second-best position available." 

A Kissinger aide denies that the remark was ever made. Cer
tainly nothing in the actions and statements of the secretary of 
state lend credibility to the accusation that he would settle for 
secondary status for America. 

As a political contender, Reagan has the privilege, and indeed 
the duty, to point out what he considers the shortcomings of his 
opponents; that is part of the democratic process. But he also has 
the duty to do so with responsibility, and that was as lacking in 
his telecast as were constructive alternatives to the policies he 
abhors. 

· The Reagan Show (From The Detroit Free Press) 

If Ronald Reagan has convincing evidence that Henry Kissinger 
now believes the U.S. to be a second-rate power and is formulating 
foreign policy on such a basis, he should have documented that 
assertion in his national television speech Wednesday night. 

What the former California governor apparently did, in an ad
dress that threw every possible punch at President Ford, was mere
ly to repeat convenient hear-say in what was billed as a responsible 
political appearance. And if that is the case, then Reagan owes 
somebody an apology-not least of whom is the American voter he 
has been trying to persuade. 

The speech did accomplish some important things, however. It 
gave the country a fairly vivid indication of the kind of president 
Reagan would make. It showed he is clearly running a third-party 
campaign for the presidency, in tone, at least, if not in fact. And it 
almost certainly foreclosed any chance that President Ford might 
pick Reagan as his Republican running mate. 

Reagan on the. Issues (From The Sacramento Bee) 

Ronald Reagan's penchant for glossing over the facts to score 
a political point was exemplified in his nationwide television ad
dress. 

Primary election campaigns should bring a full and frank dis
cussion of the issues and Reagan did devote his $100,000 half
hour to some of the leading questions in the presidential race. But 
in the process he again displayed his knack for oversimplifying 
problems and solutions. · 

Reagan cited his welfare cuts while governor and rescuing the 
state government from fiscal ruin. There was no mention of the 
sizeable tax increases he required and the doubling of .the state 
budget during his eight-year administration. 

Reagan is in his element before the tele\ision cameras, but 
weighing what he said rather than how he said it raises doubts 
that he really has solutions to the problems facing the nation. 

. . 



Reagan's Politics of Fright(From The Chicago Daily .News) 

- H the world were the kind of place perceived by Ronald Rea
gan, it would be a terrific place to live. Despite his victory in North , 
Carolina, Reagan is on the ropes as a candidate for GOP presiden
tial nomination. He is desperate, especially for money, and his TV 
appeal may bring in enough money to continue his quest for a 
while. But his message, the politics of fright, offers nothing the 
American people should buy. 

Reagan's Easy Answers (From The Rocky Mountain News) 

Without a crystal ball, it is difficult to know if Ronald Reagan's 
nationwide television address the other night will help in his uphill 
fight to wrest the GOP nomination from President Ford. 

But what is quite clear is that Reagan was neither fair, accurate 
nor intellectually honest in his sharp attacks on the administra
tion's foreign and domestic policies. 

It must be comfortable to go through life with easy answers for 
difficult dilemmas. Somebody ought to remind Reagan of one of 
H. L. Mencken's Jaws: "For every human problem, there is a neat, 
plain solution-and it is always wrong." 

...... - -··· 



NEWS RELEASE 
from the 

President Ford Committee 
P.O. BOX 15345, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78761 (512) 459-4101 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE April 20, 1976 
CONTACT: Peter Roussel 

Grace Marie Prather 

Ronald Reagan•s plan to wipe out revenue sharing would 

turn us into a 11 ghettoized nation .. and would threaten now proposperous 

state and local governments with bankruptcy, former Fort Worth Mayor 

R. M. 11 Sharkey .. Stovall charged today. 

11 The smaller and poorer states and cities simply wouldn•t be 

able to provide the services that would be lost under Ronald Reagan•s 

plan to wipe out revenue sharing and other federal programs with his 

$90 billion plan. 

11 As a result, there would be an aggravated flight of poverty 

level families from these small, poorer states into states and cities 

that do have the resources to provide the services, like Texas . 
11 The demand for liberal benefits would skyrocket, .. Stovall said. 

He cited New York City as a case in point: 

.. When i mmi grati on 1 aws were l i bera 1 i zed with Puerto Rico, 

we saw a tremendous influx of Puerto Ricans into New York. And this 

created an astounding demand for liberal services in the city. 
11 Now New York, once the richest city in the country, is 

threatened with bankruptcy ... 

Stovall said the same thing could happen to cities and counties /~, "''. 
/ • ~ t , ' /'; " 

in Texas and other prosperous states. ·:~· - ·-.-,~ 

"Texas right now has a reserve of over $2 bi 11 ion. But what ''( ,!} 
._,_,_... 

would happen to that reserve if the state suddenly were forced to support 

another million poverty level families who migrated from smaller Southern 
The President Ford Committee, Rogers C. B. Morton, Chairrnan, Robert Mosbacher, National Finance Chairman, Robert C. Moot, Treasurer. A copy of our 

report is filed with the Federal Election Commission and is available for purchase from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C. 20463. 



cities and states that had to eliminate services because they lost 

revenue sharing funds and federal money for education, health services 

and income security. 

11 !'11 tell you Texas' reserve wouldn't last very long ... 

11 Ronald Reagan's plan would turn us into a ghettoized nation 

with the poor concentrated in the once large and prosperous states and 

the more affluent remaining in the once small and poor states, .. Stovall said. 

Stovall is a Ford delegate candidate in the sixth congressional 

district in Fort Worth. 
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The Nev•s, oldest business institution in Texas, was established in 1842 
while Texas was a Republic 

Editorial Page 
Dick 'West, Editorial Director 

T[ESD.H .. \PRIL 20. 1976 

~,The News Endorses: 

Ford for President 
IN THE Republican presidential 

primary, The . News endorses Ger
. aid Ford. 

We make this recommendation 
only after a great deal of thought 

. ,and after due consideration of Ron-
• aid Reagan's record of practical 
conservatism and skillful leader
ship as governor of California. 

In the primaries and in the public 
opinion polls, the evidence mounts 

·that the Republican candidate with 
the better chance to win the votes of 
a majority of the American people 
is Gerald Ford. 

There are good reasons for this 
public approval-good enough, in 
our opinion, to call for Republicans' 
approval of their incumbent presi
dent's nomination. 
. First in importance is his contri
. bution to his country. Gerald Ford 
stepped into the presidency under 
circumstances as difficult as those 

· faced by any American president. 
The nation had been torn and di

vided, first by a long and disastrous 
war, then by a scandal that forced 
the first presidential resignation in 
our history. Disillusionment and de
spair were the order of the day. 

In this crisis of confidence, Jerry 
Ford served America by helping to 
restore ~ericans' belief in the de
cency and integrity of those in the 
highest office. 

Not the least of Ford;s qualifica
tions is his character, his honesty 
and openness as a man. 

Next, we believe Republicans 
should consider how Ford has serv
ed his party's principles while serv
ing the nation. Soon after his acces
sion to office, Ford was confronted 
by a newly elected Congress, domi-

nated by the Democratic party that 
held nearly two thirds of the seats . 
It was a Congress that seemed 
determined not only to throw off 
presidential leadership but its own 
traditional leaders. In the process, 
it whipped through some of the 
most disastrous legislation passed 
in modern times. 

Americans, particularly Republi
cans, should not forget that Presi
dent Ford, despite all of the difficul
ties, stood against these waves of 
profligacy. Time after time, Ford 
alone blocked wildly radical bills-a 
fact for which all of us, including 
the bills' sponsors, should now· be 
grateful. 

As an unelected president, trying 
to bring the country together with
out adequate congressional support 
from his decimated party, Gerald 
Ford's main duty was to make poli
cy, not to make points; to lead, not 
to lay down pure ideological dogma. 

It is almost impossible and prob
ably unwise under such circum
stances to put the highest priority 
on maintaining a record that is 
absolutely satisfactory to conserv
atives. By comparison, it is rela
tively easy to preserve an unbend
ing conservatism as a· radio 
commentator, as a columnist or 
even as the popular governor of a 
state with a solid conservative 
constituency. 

Republicans should examine the 
overall record. That record, we be
lieve, shows that Gerald Ford has 
led the country and led it in the 
right direction. In our opinion, he 
has earned Republicans' support in 
1976. 
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Bentsen, Ford presidential 

. · In the May 1 primary elections, Texans 

.. get their first shot at the presidential pref
: . erence derby. The opportunity could 
· -hardly have come at ·a more exciting 

time. Both the Democrats and Republi
. cans offer talented aspirants. And in both 
:·camps the race has been close and inter

esting. 
Texas' most promising prospect for the 

· Democratic nomination. Sen. Lloyd 
· Bentsen, cut short his national campaign 

. : after disappointing showings in Mississip
. pi and Oklahoma. But he still holds an 
important spot in the Democr<1tic presi

. dential picture. For that picture remains 
a cluttered and indefinite one. 

· . The frontrunners, based on early pri
mary results, appear to be Gov. Jimmy 
Carter, Rep. Morris Udall and Sen. Henry f 

··Jackson. But the likes of Sen. Fred R. 
· :Harris, Gov. Milton Shapp. Gov. George 

Wallace, Sen. Birch Bayh and Gov. Ed- I 
mund Brown retain some clout-and will 1 

carry that clout into the Democratic Na- I 
tional Convention in Madison Square Gar-

t den on July 12. 
• · What happens there, where many great 
! :decisions of another type have been regis-
~red, really is what counts. 

J · And so, for Texans, the question is how 
;~much clout Texas will have in the Square 
:·(!arden slugfest. 

•• · With Bentsen heading the Texas delega
tion. the ·answer could be much clout, 
indeed. Despite his faultering national 
drive for the nomination, he is still the 
most recognized Texas Democrat on the 
national scene. His strength in the Senate 

; ~and his home state is ~own and respect
i :ed. 
~ 

i ~ : In the convention showdown, Bentsen's 
£ ~favorite-son votes could help assure nomi
: ~ natioo of a candidate who would be ac
iieeptable to most Texas Democrats. At a ... 
: ~ t_ime when interests of other regions run 
• : ~rongly counter to ours, that is no small . 
· ~ eonsideration. 
' · So vote for Lloyd Bentsen in the Demo-

&. -~atic primaries, and, you will be votiQg . 

choices 
for the best interests of Texas and Texas 
citizens. 

The Republican primary presents con
siderably less confusion of names. Gerald 
Ford, the incumbent. and former Califor
nia Gov. Ronald Reagan are the only se
rious contenders. And of the two, Ford 
clearly is the more deserving of the 
chance to represent the Republican Party 
iri the November election. 

Ushered into the presidency on the 
after-shocks of Watergate, Ford inherited 
a plethora of monstrous problems. Public 
confidence in government stood near an 
all-time low. Over the horizon lurked the 
worst recession since the 1930s. U.S. pres
tige abroad sank ":ith the dying hopes of 

' . 
South Vietnam . 

In this predicament, Ford displayed 
. calm and managed to exercise leadership 
· at home and abroad. He showed com

mendable mettle in wielding the veto 
against the dictates of political expedien
cy. 

Scorned by advocates of more drastic 
and more costly measures, Ford heid a 
steady hand on economic recovery. Now, 
with a slow but persistent comeback. the 
economy seems to be validating his judg
ment. 

Reagan talks a strong economy-in-gov
ernment game. But Ford has had to play 
that game in the real arena of Washington 
JX>Iitics. Reagan- talks a divisive game. 

_,_ __ Ford's performance. while less than uni
fying, at least has not been polarizing. 

Texas Republicans should choose the 
man of the two who could better lead their 
party in November and better serve the 
nation if elected. That man is President 
Ford. 

BEI\'TSEN 
ilT~\~ 

FORD A 
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In the driver's seat 
President Ford, despite the 

efforts of his Eastern media 
critics to prove otherwise, is 
emerging from the various state 
primaries not only as the 
Republican party winner but as a 
formidable candidate in 
November. 

Despite his close loss in North 
Carolina, the President appears 
to be in the driver's seat for his 
party's nomination. And if his 
administration can survive the 
present liberal Congress and 
continues to curb excessive 
spending and inflation and reduce 
the unemployment rate, his 
election chances in . November 
appear bright. 

Actually, the President's 
national campaign ability was an 
unknown quantity prior to . the 
recent primaries. So he can thank 
former California Gov. Ronald 
Reagan for opposing him. 

Reagan's candidacy not only 

has caused the President to 
organize his campaign earlier 
than he normally would have, it 
has kept the Republicans in the 
headlines and given Ford name 
identification and credibility as a 
candidate he ceuldn't otherwise 
have gotten. 

Reagan deserves credit for his 
efforts to bring competitiveness 
into the Republican party. It 
appears now that he will continue 
these efforts, at least through the 
Texas primary on May 1. 

But the die apparently is cast. 
The President has the momen
tum, plus his own record of fi'scal 

. responsibility going for him. 
Jerry Ford has proved himself as 
a national leader and cam- · 
paigner. 

For these reasons, The 
Reporter-Telegram endorses the 
President's candidacy and urges 
West Texas to vote for him in th~ 
May 1 Republican primary. 




