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July 3, 1975

Dear Mr. Counts:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at ny daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his white House enjoy excellent relations with the
Press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings -has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
llouse press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

8incerely,

Ron Hessen
Prass Secretary
to the Prasident

¥Mr. Richard L. Counts
4646 40th Street, NW.
Washington, D. C. 20016
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RICHARD L. COUNTS ﬁk“
4646 FORTIETH STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016

June 27, 1975

Mr. Ronald Nessen

White House Press Secretary
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Nessen:

Reported statements of your relations with and
recent comments to members of the press have been read
by me with much interest. Your task is undoubtedly
most trying at times. It is obvious that the press
corps consists of an increasing number of so called
liberal members whose political and sociological views
are considerably left of center and whose efforts to
discredit and harass conservative elements of our
government are becoming bolder.

These people and many of their employers in the
media wish to coerce you, the President and the admin-
istration and shape the policies of our government
more to their liking. Unfortunately, in the past,
they have achieved considerable success in this regard.

It appears that your resistance to their pressures
and baiting has caused some of them a bit of dismay and
discomfiture., Fine! I congratulate you and hope that
you continue to treat these disrupters with the firm-
ness that they deserve.

Sincenely,

T — :

Richard L. Counts™ -~
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RICHARD L., COUNTS
4646 FORTIETH STREET, N. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20016
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Mr. Ronald Nessen
Wwhite House Press Secretary
The White House

Washington, D. C.




Dear Mr, Diamond:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing,

I am glad to have your thoughts on thia. I am sure vou
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the presa. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press,

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to-
the open flow of information to the American pecple which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincaerely,

Ron Hessen
Press 8ecretary
to the President

Mr., Allen Diamond
Apartment ©36

451 Fulton Avenue
Hempstead, New York 11550
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July 3, 1975

Dear Miss Prankel:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general coriticism of the press. Ia fact, President Ford
and his White House enjey sxcellent relations with the
press,

8ince I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their inteaded purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American pecple.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports,

Sincerely,

Bon Nessen
Preas Secretary
to the President

Miss Ruth Prankel

t 203
1200 Parxrk HNewport .
lewport Beach, California 92660
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JuL 02 1975
PRESIDENT GERALD FORD
WHITE HOUSE DOC 20500

CONGRATULATIONS ON PRESS SECRETARY WHO HAS COURAGE TO SUGGEST NATIONAL
PRESS MAS SOME RESPONSIBILITY IN THE wWAY INFORMATION FROM THE
GOVERNMENT IS CONVEYED TO THE PEOPLE, FOR TO LONG EVERYONE HAS BEEN
AFRAID TO SUGGEST THAT SOME MEDIA DICIPLINE MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE
GOOD OF THE COUNTRY

RUTH FRANKEL 1200 PARK NEWPORT 203 NEWPORT BEACH CA 92660

12:45 EST
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July 3, 1975

Dear Mr, Stéin:

Thank you for sending your views on my receat comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing. i

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticizm of LS pragmwes pnk ecident Ford
and his White House enJO¥ gueeetTr
press,

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my dailfh“< A
. briefings has improved counsiderably and the briefings .

to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

ara now better sorving their intended purpose, which is \S\\\\\w

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
ilouse press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincerely,

Ron Hessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Robert D. Stein

6447 Parnod

St. Louis, Missouri 63139
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June 27, 1975

Most Esteemed Press Secretary, Ron Nessen:

DELIGHTED to see you comin' 'round! Succinctly, confronting

the adversary---a biased and callous media mill, I admire

your courageous admonishment of the vicious jourmnalists that
shape the news inorder to sell their scurrilous rags.

President Richard Nixon expressed my antipathy to these rascals,
And 1if you harbor any doubts, just read our St, Louis Post-Dispatch,
the unindicted co-conspirator of the Washington Post and the New
York Times! That awful "tyrant"” Nixon, the Vietnam War are no
no longer grist for the media mill so they now attack Ford

and the C.I,A., page after page, thus paralyzing a needed agency
that protects our homeland,

o —————

However Ron, I criticize you for stating to the press: '"President
Ford is an honest man and a man of integrity." Granted the
‘President certainly is, but there is an inuendo against his
predecessor and I for one uphold and champion President Nixon.
NEVER, NEVER were his collossal achievements recognized much

less appreciated, But his enemies seized upon a stupid burglary

hammering away at it day and night just to eject him from the
Presidency.

Well Ron, you're comin' 'round to seeing what an irresponsible
enemy the media is, Cut their water off! They ruined and dis~
gracequy pre-meditated design, a great President,

Your comments are solicited,

Most respectfullz;cég?

Robert D, Stein
6447 Pernod
St, Louis, MO 63139
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Press Secretary Rom Nessen

The White House

Washington, D, C,.
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July 3, 1375

Dear Miss Cotton:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at ny daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, {:u for letting me know your thoughts on
this um involves only a small part of the White

House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

Sincersly,

Ron Ressen
Press Secretary
to the President

Miss Helen Cotton
15 Hartford Avenue
Granby, Connecticut 06035
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HELEN M. COTTON
15 HARTFORD AVE.
—GRANBY, CONN. 06035

June 27, 1975
Dear Ron,

My class at NEWINGTON missed
the message from the PRESIDENT and the photos.
It went very well, othetwise.

I realize the people at the
WHIIB HOUSE have been busy, but other PRESIDENTS
always had time for this special class of
students at the NEWINGTON HOSPITAL SCHOOL (my
school for nine very. happy years.

I think you have ‘been doing a

fantastic job as press secretary - don't quit. We have'. ;ﬁ

never known as much as we now know about the
PRESIDENT's activities.,

Would you please see if I could
receive a personal presidential letter for my

scrapbooks. PRESIDENT FORD is only the PRESIDENT
missing among my whose who collection.

THANK YOU. A

SINCERELY,

MISS HELEN COTTON
HARTFORD AVE

P




July 3, 1975

Dear Mr. Carter:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure yon
realige that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. 1In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Sinoce I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to de a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American pecple.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
thie issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Pord so strongly supports.

2 Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secrstary
o the President

Mr. Robert W. Carter

Dean

The Congressional Schools of Virginia
3229 Sleepy Hollow Road

Falls Church, Virginia 22042
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3229 SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD « - ¢« FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA

June 27, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Nessen:

I know that my personal feeling will not mean that much to you,

as we have never met, however after reading this mornings Washington
Post, I felt that T HAD te write to you. I think you are doing a GREAT
JOB!

I have followed your career for some time and for the first time in many
year's we have a Bress Secretary that is honest, this means a great deal
to the American people. Please do not resign. You should be use to the
Press by now. T am sure that there are many many more that think as T do
Mr, Nessen, you have a very difficult job, one that I would never want.

I know some members of your staff and they think VERY HIGHLY of you.

Sincerely,

< olend Cav o
Robert W. Carter
Dean

RWC; km
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July 3, 1975

Dear Mr. Sive:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing,

I am glad to have your thoughts on this, I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy execellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings has improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their iantended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank yvou for letting me know thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

S8incerely,

Ron lessen

Press Secrstary
to the President

Hr, Charlaes Sive
1801 Randallia
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46305
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July 18, 1975

Dear Myx. ¥Marshall:

Thank you for your letter and sharing with me your
views on the news media and its fuaction in our society.

I read with interest your comments and observations

on this issue, but would feel reniss if I did not peint
out my high regard for the many fine professionals in
the industry. I'm sure you are aware of my recent
comments during one of my daily briefings but hope you
have not interpreted thom as a general ¢eriticism of
the press. In fact, President Pord and his White House
enjoy excellent relations with the Press.

Bince I made my comments, the atmosphere at ny daily
briefings has improved coasiderably, and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose -- to
provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know yeur thoughts

on this issue which involves only a small part of the
White House press relations, but neverthelass is ispor-
tant to the open flow of informztion to the American
people which President ford so strongly supports.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,

Ron Messen
Press fBecretary
to the President

Mr. Henry Marshall
Post Office Box 1131
Lompoc, California §343€

Ri/RH/mlu




June 28, 1975

Mr. Ron Nessen 4 :'-,qf
The White House JUL 01 1975 fb'“kX’ Cen
Lempos, Lr

¢ 3y 2L
Dear Mr. Nessen: 5

Sometimes I wonder whether I am the ONLY person in this country
who has some apprehension - and some comprehension -~ of the awful
power monopoly of the media and of the way it is being used.

Well, not the ONLY one. Charles Lindbergh certainly had. And
Burt Wheeler. And Martin Dies. And Bob Taft - who otherwise would
have been President. And Richard Nixon - from the time of Alger
Hiss a marked mane. They thought they had buried him twice - and
they finally did. Watergate or no Watergate, he never had a
chance to escape from the relentless, ruthless, implacable cold
fury and hate of the institution he had helped to gpprove wrong

on such a vital matter as The Spy Who Sat Next to the President -
and was admired by Mrs. FDR, Justice Prankfurter, Dean Acheson,
and the entire media except the Chicago Tribune.

Then there was Douglas MacArthur, a man of 1000 times the attain-
ments of Eisenhower or Marshall but always had a hostile press.
And McCarthy - whom the media will never allow to die. And George
Wallace. Barry Goldwater. Ronald Reagan. Sam Yorty. And Spiro
Agnew. Poor °piro - for a time I pinned some hopes on him.

Mr. Nessen - FOR GOD'S SAKE don't give up this fight. It mugt be
brutal to face what you must face, but if it is humanly possible,
stand your ground. Although I fear the outcome is clear - Mre.
Ford will want to maintain good media relations at all costs -
including ditching a "controversial" press secretarye.

Mr. Nessen WHAT IS the answer? We hear of the corrupt monopoly
of executive power under Nixon. POWER? Poor fellow, he was
trying to defend himself with a pea shooter compared to the power
of the media. The o0il company oligopoly? BIG BUSINESS? Why,
they are mice, insects compared to media power.

Who IS the ESTABLISHMENT? The establishment is the media and
its darlings who have free entry into its columns, free use of
its mikes and cameras - Nader, Common Cause, Cesar Chavez,
Rocky, Javits, Percy, Proxmire, Jackson, Tunney, Cranston, NOW,
NAACP, the show biz liberals.

Of course, you know all thise. But what's to do? How do you
PROVE that KNX, KNXT, CBS,NBC,ABC, UPI,AP, the L.A. Times, et al
are biased and wrong-headed? You would have to produce tapes of
KNX 24 hours a day, % lb. of L.A. Times print - including the
unspeakable, obscen "cartoons" of Herblock, Conrad, Oliphant,
Feiffer, and that moronic Trudeau.

How anyone can listen to a press conference and have a shred of
respect for the Rathers, Brokaws, and the rest of the nitpickers
is befyond me. It is not questioning - it is needling, harassing,
intimidating. There is not a whit of objectivity, of honest
probing for real news. g By,
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No, this guy is trying to force some admission, or some statement
that a construction can be pinned on that the Pentagon is planning
to use nuclear weapons on North Korea - which should have been done
last time - and on North Vietnam, too. This guy is trying to pin
something more on the CIA or FBI. Oh -~ victimxs of the media
hatchet men - J. Edgar Hoover.

Why weren't these mdeia guys on the ball when JFK and RFK were
running the show? Or FDR and Harry Hopkins? Oh, brother, if we
would like to see some REAL undercover shenanigans and some real
coverup - let's go back into THOSE archives. And now they are
even making a saint out of old Harry!! What next?

Is there an answer? Not that I can see. Unless conservatives

are satisfied to read U.S. News, National Review, Wall $t. Journal
and pretend that everything is all right. But is there any way of
getting an objective TV news program? Or an objectiwve TV network?
Why not? Our side is supposed to have all the money - I mean the
conservatives -~ the squares - the extremists. Why can't we have
ONE honest, fair broadcast network?

Well, this is a sitggtion which can't be saved by having M. Stanton
Evans and Phyllis Salafly on Spectrum onee a week, or allowing the
National Rifle Assn. to reply to another idiotic editorial by
George Mikelaw of KNX. How will an occasional statement by Mre.
kelley cure the increasingly tarnished image of the FBI when, as
yesterday and today, all the reports from Oglala were laced with
inferences that the FBI MAY HAVE BEEN "pusing around" the Indians =-
(TB® AGENTS pushing around a Sioux Tribe?) - well, that was what
WSOME INDIANS" said - hearsay, uncorroborated, anonymous comient -
like so much NEWS concocted to put into doubt what seem to be the
plain facts of the Oglala incident or the SLA shootout in L.A. -
which the media has unrelentlingly attempted to make appear a
police vendetta. (Add another victim of the media - L.A. Police
Chief Ed Davis).

It doesn't really matter what the incident or situation is - if
the FBI is involved - the LA Police -~ the CIA - you KNOW what the
"news" reports are going to sound like. The police persecution
of rock shows, of pot parties - the '"police state" invasion of
schools to try to trap drug peddlers - shocking, horrible -~ to
the ACLU - ALWAYS the good guyse.

I guess it's a losing battle, Mr. Nessen - just like it has been
a losing battle in Polané, in Czecho-Slovakia, in Portuagal,
Vietnam, Laos, Uganda, India. There again - how much furor has
bee raised by Mrs. Gandhi's MOBSTROUS star chamber proceedings -
but what if it had been Saigon? What if it were Rhodesia?

Well, again, I know I'm not telling you anything you don't know.
What I dn't know is what's to be done. Do you?

g Ry~ As Walter Bronkite says: "And that's how it is...." only when

-gaaaé%

%

@‘alter says it - that's how it ISN'T. /
> Sincerely, Cfaiﬂylﬁ?ﬂcwéz, /
<

vﬁwwwﬂ,fP S« I'm from Nebraska -64 years old - practiced law with Roman

Hruska - 1938-41 - with Mon$§gomery Ward and Sewell Avery 1941-51 -

worked in food industry - personnel, advertising, PR, taught law,

English free lance writer, and now work with retarded (better than
lawyers.



Mr. Ron Nessen

The White House

Washington, D.C.

- Handicapped People Try
Harder. Why Don't YOU
- Try the Handicapped?




July 18, 1975

Dear Miss Solenberger:

Thank you for sending your views on my recent comments
about a small group of reporters at my daily press
briefing.

I am glad to have your thoughts on this. I am sure you
realize that my comments were in no way intended as a
general criticism of the press. In fact, President Ford
and his White House enjoy excellent relations with the
press.

Since I made my comments, the atmosphere at my daily
briefings nas improved considerably and the briefings
are now better serving their intended purpose, which is
to provide a wealth of information on the President, his
activities, and his policies to the American people.

Again, thank you for letting me know your thoughts on
this issue which involves only a small part of the White
House press relations, but nevertheless is important to
the open flow of information to the American people which
President Ford so strongly supports.

8incersly,

Ron Ressen
Press Sescretary
to the President

Miss Marjorie Solenberger
1646 Avon Way
Petersburg, Virginia 23803
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For the Press Secretary
The Tables Are Turned

By Patnck J. Buchanan L
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