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ar .lr . Counts · 

1.uank you for ~ ~ing your vi ws OJ'\ • y r c_ ~t OOTC; · t 
ut a -11 r_: roup of ~ ):>rters at y d,~ :l l ·. pr s 

briefing. 

I .lll t;;,l • to • va your ....... o gnts on tlda. I am you 
J:aalize t.l t ::ry cor~nts 7 r~ 1· :ao way int"!n 
J'nural cr1tici~o of the pr !3.3 . In f ct , Pr 
nd hia Hhit HOuao anjoy c celL:mt r.: l.ltion<;> 

;resa. 

Sine I • d I:Ti'" COIII\18llta, th r t y c.aily 
bJ:i•finqs -baa intprovo...l co . ai cl bri · fi.l.-~S 
aJ:"' now better a~rving th-ir purpose, ia 
to prcwide a \llealth of nfon a t:1oa. o n tho Pr sid nt, hia 
aot1vitiaa , ud hia li .!iea to th.,; t.r· ·ric n o ... lc. 

Again , ~,an·~ you for l(~ t.tir:g know your thoughts on 
tl1iQ iaautJ wuic.t iJlVOlvos o:\ly small l;r rt o '1it~ 
I ouse preaa relationa, but Iuv-•rthel a 1• import n t. to 
th opca flow of inforoatic.r. to th An ric an pco .1 ' 'v1 1ich 
nr si cnt Ford so strongly •.:!>,.urt • 

u: . Richard L . Counts 
4646 40th Street, ~~~ . 
WAahington, J . c. 20016 

RN:ckb 
RN-14 

• 

Sin r ly , 

.•. .l. ~ CI• 
Pr\13 5ocrctary 
to the Presid':lt 

Digitized from Box 299 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



RICHARD L. COUNTS 
4646 FORTIETH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20016 

Mr. Ronald Nessen 
White House Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

June 27, 1975 

Reported statements of your relations with and 
recent comments to members of the press have been read 
by me with much interest. Your task is undoubtedly 
most trying at times. It is obvious that the press 
corps consists of an increasing number of so called 
liberal members whose political and sociological views 
are considerably left of center and whose efforts to 
discredit and harass conservative elements of our 
government are becoming bolder. 

These people and many of their employers in the 
media wish to coerce you, the President and the admin­
istration and shape the policies of our government 
more to their liking. Unfortunately, in the past, 
they have achieved considerable success in this regard. 

It appears that your resistance to their pressures 
and baiting has caused some of them a bit of dismay and 
discomfiture. Fine! I congratulate you and hope that 
you continue to treat these disrupters with the firm­
ness that they deserve. 

RLC/gg 

Since:oely, 

. ~-~~_/~~~ 
#:~-s~ rd L. Counts ··. · _ _) 



RICHARD L. COUNTS 

4646 FORTIETH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20016 
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Mr. Ronald Nessen 
White House Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 



J uly 2, 1975 

uear 1r . Di nd t 

Th nk you for l:l ndina yr>ur vi~ws o oy r '.: nt co 1 .:atq 
auo t a :JI:lllll grou • of r port •r ., .:1t r.t.y d ily pros 
~1- fin:; . 

c1 to have yoar 
ti&a t !TJ COMI!le-1 t 
crltici of t pr 

ht~ on tl ii· • I am aure yo 
.1:1 no way int n ed a.'J 
• I• f ct , Pre io t ord 
11· 1t r lations wi th th 

.5incc I 
brief in 

fui te Ho s njoy 

ain , anl: ou fo~ lo tU:&g l:.: ow your ouCT .t ... on 
is issue ich in.alft8 o.:1ly • B 11 art of th mite 

preaa relation., but n vort.'lel sc ia irnnort n t to -
n flow of informatioa to th ~rican p opl which 
Jlt Pord ao strongly u.,>..-·•Jrts . 

r . Allen Dinmo d 
.,part!n~Jnt ~ 36 
451 l'ulton Aveni.lO 
.uernCJataa~ , . :n.~ York 115 
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RN -14 

• 

SinOJ ly, 

n .~ ssan 
Preas Secnt:ary 
to th~ Preaideat 









Jul• 3 , 1975 

r 1i s Fra t -1 • 

'l'nan you for n ndinq your vi )\fS on .:ry rt.::c nt COmf''1nte 
about a ... 11 grou> of rcynrt r ~t ~Y aily pr~sa 
.briefing . 

I glau to .1 ve your "" o 
r~alize that my conrJQn tG wer 
<;;l.:!nural 
ane1 Lliu · llli t.:: House 
~-·rass . 

Sinoa I :111d o.t .y · r ily 
briefinga · ly and tho oriefings 
are now Lett.;)r serving tll .ir i nte:..1d purposo, which is 
to provide a wealth of lnfonaatio:1 on t.lt r i nt, his 
activities, and hia polici• to ~le rican o~ l . 

9 in , thank you for let. ting o n 
thi issue which iA¥Olvu!l o ly a sm 11 P rt of the ~ll.i c 

usa .b)ress rel :1tiona, but n.avorthcl 3 is i.! :lOrtant o 
t 1. o1.-en flow of information to th ~rioan peopl 'llich 
President Ford ao strongly supt~rts . 

Mias Ru~ Prank _l 
Apartment 203 
1200 Park il\lwport: 

Sine r ly , 

Ron ·~e~oon 
Preas Secretary 
to tho Preai··.!ent 

wpOrt .3each , cal.iforni& 92,-G 

RN:ckh 
RN-14 

• 
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uear ·~r . Stein . 

or n i ng your vi .w 
11 group of r rt·rs 

.Since I d n 
. briefings .1as ., ro d 
are nov better rvi :-;a 
to ~roviu J. a wealth of infor.a ~..ic 
actbritie3 , nd 1ia .~li·· i _s to 

gain , tbADJc. you for 1 . t tJ. .lCJ 
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to th President 

Mr. RoOert D. Stein 
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J\lL 0 2 1916 

June 27, 1975 

~ost Esteemed Press Secretary, Ron Nessen: 

DELIGHTED to see you comin' 'round! Succinctly, confronting 
the adversary---a biased and callous media mill. I admire 
your courageous admonishment of the vicious journalists that 
shape the news inorder to sell their scurrilous rags. 

President Richard Nixon expressed my antipathy to these rascals. 
And if you harbor any doubts, just read our St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
the unindicted co-conspirator of the Washington Post and the New 
York Times! That awful "tyrant" Nixon, the Vietnam War are no 
no longer grist for the media mill so they now attack Ford 
and the C.I.A. page after page, thus paralyzing a needed agency 
that protects our homeland. 

However Ron, I criticize you for stating to the press: "President 
Ford is an honest man and a man of integrity." Granted the 
·President certainly is, but there is an inuendo against his 
predecessor and I for one uphold and champion President Nixon. 
NEVER, NEVER were his collossal achievements recognized much 
less appreciated. But his enemies seized upon a stupid burglary 
hammering away at it day and night just to eject him from the 
Presidency. 

Well Ron, you're comin' 'round to seeing what an irresponsible 
enemy the media is. Cut their water off! They ruined and dis­
grace~by pre-meditated design, a great President. 

Your comments are solicited. 

M(c{:x:[j;J 
Robert D. Stein 
6447 Pernod 
St, Louis, MO 63139 

, 



·~?JB?JFdJ%4,&1 
ROBERT STEIN ' 
6447 PERNOO AV 
SAINT LOUIS MO 63139 

Press Secretary Roa Nessen 

The White House 

Washington, D. c. 
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Jul" 3 , 1975 

Dear Hi•• Cot.t.oo : 

1'banJt you for aendia9 your Yiewa on my recent COJIIDenta 
about. a amal.l 9X0UP of report.era at ray daily pre•• 
moiefiD(J. 

I am · 9lad to baw J'OUZ' t.boQCJhts on this.. I am sure you 
reali• that ay CIIOIDent.a were in no way intcn(.\ed u a 
c;eaeral <=l'iticiaa of t:he preaa. In fact, President Por4 
and hia tfhita Howae enjoy excellent relations vit:h the 
preaa. 

Since I IDade ay coaunt:s, tbe atllloaphere at oy Jaily 
briefi.DCJII b&a iJIIpxowd coaaiderably and the briefL"lg 
are now better aervincJ 'their int.e.ndud purpoae, which 1• 
to provida a vealt:h of infoD~at.ion on the President, hia 
actiri.t.iea, an4 hia policiea t.o the A&i:lrican ocopl 

Agajn, thank J'O'l for lettin9 me know your thoughts on 
thia 1•- which inYOlvea ODly a ~1 part of tlu~ White 
Houa preaa relations, but rwt"81'thel-• 1a blportut to 
the open flow of inforaa~ion t.o the ~riou ~~eopl. which 
Preaicleat Ford ao at.ZODqly aupporta. 

Miaa Dalen Cotton 
15 Hartford A'NDue 
Graaby, OORnecticut 06035 

RN:Ckb 
m1··14 

• 

Sincerely, 

Ron Meaaen 
Preas Secretary 
to the President 



:. 

Dear Ron~ 

H ELEN M. COTTON 
1 5 HARTFORD A 'IE. 

GRANBY, CONN. 06035 

June 27, 1975 

My class at NEWINGTON missed 
the message " from the .PRESIDENT and the photos. 
It went very well~ otherwiser 

I realize the people at the 
WHITE HOUSE have been busy~ but other PRESIDENTS 
always had time for this special class of 
students at the NEWINGTON HOSPITAL SCHOOL (my 
school for nine very. ~PPY .years.c 

I think you have been doing a 
fantastic job as press secretarj- don't quit. We 
never known as much as~ we now know about the 
PRESIDENT's activities. 

Would .you please see .if I could 
receive a personal presidential letter for my 
scrapbooks. PRESIDENT FORD is orily the PRESID. :;T 
missing among my whose who c·ollection. .. . 

THANK YOU. 

MISS HELEN COTION 
HARTFORD AVE 
GRANBY,. CT. 

-~-:r-· ·;·" --

.•-
--.;., -

.. ·., ... -
- -..,.-:: 

·- .. _ 

• 



July J, 1975 

Dear MJ:. Carter : 

'1'banJ&: ]'OU for sencU.ag your Yiewa on ay recant CX~C~~enta 
about. a -u group of nportAan a~ -r daily pnaa 
briet!Dq. 

I am vl.ad to baw your tbQWJbta oo ~. I am sure you 
real!• that -.y ~nu were iA no way inteDded u a 
~oeral crid.ci .. of the pn.a. In. fact, Pnel&pnt. Ford 
aa4 hia White Boue eDjOJ' exo~tllent nlatiOIUI with t.be 
prua. 

Sine. I llade ay cc nota 1 the at.IDOIIpbere at -r daily 
briefiap baa illp~ considerably ancl t:.be ltrleflqa 
are DOW batter aerri.ll9 ti\eir intended P'UPO- 1 wbioh la 
to pZ"C.W'i4e a wealth of iafoZ~N~Uon on tbe Preaideat, his 
aatlvitiaa, and bia polloi• to the ~rioaD pt~Gple . 

AqaiD, thaok you for let.tift9 - know your thouqhts on 
this iaaue wbioh invol'ftla only a -11 part of t:be lfhita 
Houae press relationa, bft Dawaztbaleaa 1a blportaDt to 
the open flow of iDfo~t.iOD to the ~rioan people which 
PreaidaDt. Pord ao atroA91Y aupporta. 

)lr. Robert w. Carter 
Dean 

81Doerely1 

Ron N .. aen 
Pnaa lecntaxy 
to the Preaideat 

The Cc:mgnuional. Sc:boola of V!.rviaia 
3~29 Sl .. py Hollow Road 
Palla Cbarc:b, Vir9iai.a 220•2 

RN:cltb 
BH-14 

• 



J\JL 0 2 '\975 

3229 SLEEPY HOLLOW ROAD · · • FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 

Mr, Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

June 27, 1975 

I know that my personal feel±ng will not mean that much to you, 
as we have never met, however after reading this mornings Washington 
Post, I felt that I ItAD to write to you. I think you are doing a GREAT 
JOB! 

1 have followed your career for some time and for the first time in many 
year's we have a !ress Secretary that is honest, this means a great daal 
to the American people. Please do not resign. You should be use to the 
Press by now. I am sure that there are many many more that think as I do 
Mr. Nessen, you have a very difficult job, one that I would never want. 

I know some members of your staff and they think VERY HIGHLY of you. 

RWC;km 

Sincerely, 

) 

---~v~~r a_y c-Q'r~::i~ 
Robert W. Carter 
Dean 



f]7 ~FFICE OF !liE DE't\Nt 
Jhe Con9ressional Uclwofs 

ojMrrJ'nia 
3229 Sleepy Hollow Road 

Falls Church, Virginia 22042 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 

PERSONAL MAIL 

Mr. Rnn Nessen 
Press Secretary To The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

SPECIAL DELIVERY 

:-' L .. - --· 

•' 
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July 3 , 1975 

Dear Hr. Si : 

Thank you for se n(.ling your vi.,. on ry recent .,.,_ta 
about a small qroup of reporters at aw daily press 
briefing . 

I run glad to have your t:ho\l9ht.a on thi:J • I aJD aure you 
.realiae that my oo~nta Wt'lra in no way 1nten<le4 aa a 
yc:1t.i:r l criticiaa of the pr sa . In fact 1 Preaident Ford 
and hia Whitu House .njoy Y.cell nt relat.iODa with the 
preaa. 

Since I made x~y a:m .. nta 1 th t:nosphe re at ay daily 
Ariafinga baa !~~roved consi~~rably and the briefing. 
are now better aervin9 tileir iatend a. parpoM, 11bioll ia 
to pxovicSe a wealth of infoJ:II&tion on the healcleftt1 bia 
aot.ivitiea, anc! hia polici• to the American people. 

Agaill, thank you for letti g know :roar ~u on 
tb.ia ieaue whicl in'W'Olves only a ~1 part of the 1fhite 
lioUH , 'rea a relationa, but n ~vertheless ia llllportaftt to 
the open flow of inforaat.icm to the ,._rioaD people which 
Preaident Ford so atJ:OD.91Y ~ui>ports . 

.lr . Char lea Sive 
1801 Ban4allia 
Fort Wa}'De 1 Indiana 

RN:ckb 
RN-l.f 

46805 

• 

Sincerely, 

J.ton ~lGSS n 
Preaa Secretary 
to the Preaident. 

. ' 
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Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

June 28, 1975 

JUt 01 1975 

Sometimes I wonder whether I am the ONLY person in this country 
who has some apprehension - and some comprehension - of the awful 
power monopoly of the media and of the way it is being used. 

Well, not the ONLY one. Charles Lindbergh certainly had. And 
Burt Wheeler. And Martin Dies. And Bob Taft - who otherwise would 
have been President. And Richard Nixon - from the time of Alger 
Hiss a marked man. They thought they had buried him twice - and 
they finally did. Watergate or no Watergate, he never had a 
chance to escape from the relentless, ruthless, implacable cold 
fury and hate of the institution he had helped to ~prove wrong 
on such a vital matter as The Spy Who Sat Next to the President -
and was admired by Mrs. FDR, Justice Frankfurter, Dean Acheson, 
and the entire media except the Chicago Tribune. 

Then there was Douglas MacArthur, a man of 1000 times the attain­
ments of Eisenhower or Marshall but always had a hostile press. 
And McCarthy - whom the media will never allow to die. And George 
Wallace. Barry Goldwater. Ronald Reagan. Sam Yorty. And Spiro 
Agnew. Poor Spiro - for a time I pinned some hopes on him. 

Mr. Nessen -FOR GOD'S SAKE don't give up this fight. It mu,t be 
brutal to face what you must face, but if it is humanly possible, 
stand your ground. Although I fear the outcome is clear - Mro 
Ford will want to maintain good media relations at all costs -
including ditching a "controversial" press secretary. 

Mr. Nessen WHAT IS the answer? We hear of the corrupt monopoly 
of executive power under Nixon. POWER? Poor fellow, he was 
trying to defend himself with a pea shooter compared to the power 
of the mediao The oil company oligopoly? BIG BUSINESS? Why, 
they are mice, insects compared to media power. 

Who IS the ESTABLISHMENT? The establishment is the media and 
its darlings who have free entry into its columns, free use of 
its mikes and cameras - Nader, Common Cause, Cesar Chavez, 
Rocky, Javits, Percy, Proxmire, Jackson, Tunney, Cranston, NOW, 
NAACP, the show biz liberals. 

Of course, you know all this. But what's to do? How do you 
PROVE that KNX, KNXT, CBS,NBC,ABC, UPI,AP, the L.A. Times, et al 
are biased and wrong-headed? You would have to produce tapes of 
KNX 24 hours a day, ~ lb. of L.A. Times print - including the 
unspeakable, obscen "cartoons" of Herblock, Conrad, Oliphant, 
Peiffer, and that moronic Trudeauo 

How anyone can listen to a press conference and have a shred of 
respect for the Rathers, Brokaws, and the rest of the nitpickers 
is be¥ond me. It is not questioning - it is needling, harassing, 
intimidating. There is not a whit of objectivity, of_honest 
probing for real news. .~· "'",1!-~., 

.. ( F 

~ ' 

;_ . J.·.· .. : Jltr 
\-· 

.,.,_.rt/'. 



No, this guy is trying to force some admission, or some statement 
that a construction can be pinned on that the Pentagon is planning 
to use nuclear weapons on North Korea - which should have been done 
last time - and on North Vietnam, too. This guy is trying to pin 
something more on the CIA or FBI. Oh - victim%s of the media 
hatchet men - J. Edgar Hoover. 

Why weren't these mdeia guys on the ball when JFK and RFK were 
running the show? Or FDR and Harry Hopkins? Oh, brother, if we 
would like to see some REAL undercover shenanigans and some real 
coverup - let's go back into THOSE archiveso And now they are 
even making a saint out of old Harrytl What next? 

Is there an answer? Not that I can see. Unless conservatives 
are satisfied to read u.s. News, National Review, Wall ~t. Journal 
and pretend that everything is all right. But is there any way of 
getting an objective TV news program? Or an objective TV network? 
Why not? Our side is supposed to have all the money - I mean the 
conservatives - the squares - the extremists. Why can't we have 
ONE honest, fair broadcast network? 

Well, this is a sit~ation which can't be saved by having Mo Stanton 
Evans and Phyllis Sd[afly on Spectrum onee a week, or allowing the 
National Rifle Assn. to reply to another idiotic editorial by 
George Mikelaw of KNXo How will an occasional statement by Mr. 
kelley cure the increasingly tarnished image of the FBI when, as 
yesterday and today, all the reports from Oglala were laced with 
inferences that the FBI MAY HAVE BEEN "pusing around" the Indians 
(T~ AGENTS pushing around a Sioux Tribe?) - well, that was what 
"SOME INDIANS" said - hearsay, uncorroborated, anonymous comment -
like so much NEWS concocted to put into doubt what seem to be the 
plain facts of the Oglala incident or the SLA shootout in L.A. -
which the media has unrelentlingly attempted to make appear a 
police vendettao (Add another victim of the media - LoA. Police 
Chief Ed Davis)o 

It doesn't really matter what the incident or situation is - if 
the FBI is involved - the LA Police - the CIA - you KNOW what the 
"news" reports are going to sound like. The police persecution 
of rock shows, of pot parties - the '*police state" invasion of 
schools to try to trap drug peddlers - shocking, horrible - to 
the ACLU - ALWAYS the good guys. 

I guess it's a losing battle, Mr. Nessen- just like it has been 
a losing battle in Polanl, in Czecho-Slovakia, in Portuagal, 
Vietnam, Laos, Uganda, Indiao There again - how much furor has 
bee raised by Mrs. Gandhi's MONSTROUS star chamber proceedings -
but what if it had been Saigon? What if it were Rhodesia? 

Well, again, I know I'm not telling you anything you don't know. 
What I ron't know is what's to be done. Do you? 

,...../:toiD"'." As Walter CSronkite says: "And that's how it is •••• " only when 
;:•· <~¥alter says it- that's how it ISN'T. ./ , 

1 
_: ;,. Sincerely, 0'lt~/, .~~7 })1£1/Y~.:, • "...,. ~ 1 _ (// VV""""" 1... 

~ ~ / . 
·.,., /P.s. I'm from Nebraska -64 years old - practiced law with Roman 
~ Hruska - 1938-41 - with Mon~gomery Ward and Sewell Avery 1941-51 -

worked in food industry - personnel, advertising, PR, taught law, 
English free lance writer, and now work with retarded (better than 
lawyer so 



I. Handicapped People Try 
· Harder. Why Don't YOU 
. Try the Handicapped? 

Mr. Ron Nessen 

The White House 

Washington, n.c. 
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Jaly 18 , 1975 

Dear Hi•• Solellbeqer • 

'ftlaak you for MD4in9 your 'ri ... on -.r recent. ooanenta 
.OOut. a . -11 CJI:OU'P of report.en at ~ 4&1ly preaa 
•t•ftov. 
I am 91&4 t.o haw your t.boQ9bt.a on tllia. I ua aura you 
realise t.bat. -.r OOI'DeD.ts vera in DO way iateftde4 •• a 
9t1Deral crit.ici• of the pna•. In fact., Preai4ent. Ford 
an4 hia JlhJ.te Houae enjoy eacelleat. relat.iou with t.b8 
pnu. 

Since I made 11.f co-rat.a, the atJDapben at. 1R.f daily 
briefiD4)a AU illpJ:O'ft4 cou14erably and t.be briefiava 
are nov better .. nia9 their 1DteD4e4 purpose , which ia 
to proYida a w .. lth of info~t.ioa 011 the President., his 
aotJ.yit.iea, aDd bia polic1•• to tbe Aaerioan people. 

A9aia, thaD1r:. you for 1et.t.J..a.v • kftOV yoU' thotatbt.a on 
d\ia iaaue vbiob in'WJlvea ODly a •-11 part. of the lftdt.e 
House press relat.ioaa, but. ne•rthel••• is illpo~t. to 
the opeD flow of iafo~tion to t.be AMri.cu people Vbicb 
Pnai4eaat. Por4 ao auoagly aupport.a. 

Mia• Marjorie SOleDberger 
1646 AYOn way 

SiDcerely, 

RcmNea"n 
Pn•• Secretary 
t.o the PresideD t. 

Pet.z'abuq, Viqlaia 23803 

.RN:ckb 
RN-14 
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FOr the. &ess.secrt;~., 
The Tables -Are Turn~d .. 

--~- ;: ~J ~~::,··, 
By IJatrick J.: Buchanan. · · .. ;, . ~-: _. 

'>"'·- .. ~-- ~-\ . I .. _ .... _ .·- __ -.. -.- :-~--- !" _._ • ._,:·:. ____ .:._ .. :·:_ .... __ .,.,_~~~-: _,.... __ -i;~-- . . q. 

< W/~SHINGTON- Last week, anguished arid .. - .An(fyetth~'fellow·has a poibti'' 
· . angry, on the verge ot resignation it is 5!lid, ~ · ' · ' · 

• _ ~he President's press secretary ~uled himself . _·. - :nrE:'wHITE HOUSE briefing room is a bear 
~up to the rostrum of the White House briefing · . . pit. FourmontllsafterNixonbaddeparted­
·.··roomandgotninemonthsofabuseoffhischest .. · . ~~the supposed ca~ of the eri of bad feeling-
:--~~- •• ... some people here are too quick to make John ·Osborne of Thq /few Republic, the 
~Unsubstantiated charges or implications that I . venerable bun· or the herd, lodkeclaboutando~ 
am lying or that my credibility haS been .,,served: "The atmosphere in• White House 

"destroyed," he deClared. The time has come for· · t 'press room is the meanest I've e-Ver seen. After_ 

I r 
! 

this "blind, mindless, irrational suspicion and you've been on a diet of. blood tor 18 months to_ 
cynicism and distrust to evaporate." -.·, -nro yean, it's hard to kick lt:~;,,z··; .'';, ·- · i.-

'Echoing a former vice president, he said that ·· -~ .. 'in tile week -~fore :Nessen:-: ~ted that 
newspaper readers and television viewers "are rostrum to respond, one reJ)Ortefllacl charged 

·badly . .served and, in fact; misled, when. him with conducting a .. cover:...P:.'Inthe-CIA 
~suspicions are raised about everything said matter; another had called him a!~Jfar' • to his 
·here; when there is nothing to base those · . face, on the record, as they say: If they put St. . 
lUSpicions on except blind and irrational mis- ·· · Francis of Assist ·up there-for six months, I am-
trust and the cynical thinking babits that have . confident,. he woold:be 'inviting 'mdiyjdual cor-
built up over the past 10 years." · respondents. to step· outside into the driveway 

_.:. Well, well, well. Sooner than any of us had a. ··" 'aRdrepeat.wbat they just said in the briefing. 
right to expect, the~hickens .have come home to · ~ ;: · . What c&n· be ~one? v~iy slmply, terminate 

-:roo.st;_ and they're roostmg I)U over Ron ;:V."tbe: White House daily briefing> Tbe' press 
Nessen's briefing room. · . -• ·- • ' .. secretary should bOld a briefing only )'hen the 

. Notone~ ago, Nessen was himself amem- White Ho~iie bas !!Om{!thingspecific tt:wants to 
, .ber of the Wh1~e House press corps he so berates · · . CGmmunicate, ll!ldheshould stand up there only 
Joday. And the.re are those who felt ';hat Nessen, . · ' as long as bis questioners conduct themselves 
,,as an ~BC cor~pondent, could h1~sell ~ve . :: · as-. reporters . 8eeltiDg ·. news rather than in­
. been farr.I,Y d~.r1~ as a fell?w of ~rr~?o~~ ·1 : quisitors seeking admissions of heresy. . . 
~.mistrust and cymcal thin.kmg habits.; 1~'1, ,. !"t ·' It Is the'Presidelttwlio has tbe.obligation to 
._ When It came to challengmg tbe .veraCity of · .., communicate with the American people, and it 
. publ~c ~fficials, or reflecting neaatively on the.· • ·• is be who bas the right to decide the time and 
., credt.bllity of goven~:ment. or ~d-ba~ng the,,· . -~place and ntaJ;mer of tbat . commqpication. 
~;.poUctes of a R~pubhcan admims~tion; Ron,· k'-i:~re· is 80Uil'nJI·in law or logic -t says the · 
~one recalls, wes In th~ thick· of tt. Indeed. ;ir:'wbue House cra_ily briefing has tobe~fned iii 
:whenever ~ey trap~ Ziegler or someone else ·t, ,+ perpetuitywben it has deteriorated to the a,uate 
:'back of the line ?fscrtmmage, you could usually, , \ li{ft bas today;~i.'< i?-~· k .,,. >: · . · . • '~ · 
::~pot Nessen's Jersey right there on top ~:~~~· · · . ..: ·'Indeed, jt»~mitim arid;; ... ·· _ :try inight . 
. pile. : . · · · , · . ' ,."J. •bOth benefit frOiD:Iifencl,to tllae,{lfiefings. 

On takmg h1s post after Nixon s pardon, · :· . . .... "·· ..... , .· ..... .;;.,J,·· • . ,., . 

.. Nessen,c to ingratiate himself with his old,, :.··:-·With.the ~bgle~tlOil'VI~presidential 
"iCOIJeagues and new clients, took a particularly , , , ~pa•gn• "~ P!~~~,.._,rters ride. 
~pshotathispredecessor. "lamaRoft,"be . , around. the .~!~:s:reco~lDg political 
~".smi1ed. "but not a Ziegler." . . . -:,boilerplate for~J)OSterlty,.,ti)Ote'is'no.areater 1 
~''- Well., today Nessen is undergoing the kiDd of . _,.Waste Of journalistic talent ~ in tbe White 1 
~daily workout he and some of his colleques _. -~House pr~-corps. Y~ don.t need 60 men or T 
,.(IJ&ve been giving press secretaries ll!ld public - even·l6 men .ror N~en s daily leeclings - six 
~~fficialsformorethanadecade.Andit.isalittle ~. good ~en:w~~d~,. . . . .. 

difficult to drum up some sympathy for his . · ~,~ •19'15; PatrickJ. Btu:lw:rum 
· situation. · "".' ~~. ·· ' ,,SpeciiJl_Featurea · 
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