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sit down. 

PRESS CONFERENCE NO. 10 

of the 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

7:31 P.M. EDT 
March 6, 1975 
Thursday 

In Room 450 
The Old Executive Office 

Building 
Washington, D.C. 

THE PRESIDENT: Good evening. Will you please 

Before we start 
like to make a statement 
Cambodia and to Vietnam. 
first, the future of the 

the questions tonight, I would 
on the subject of assistance to 
There are three issues -- the 

people who live there. 

It is a concern that is humanitarian -- food for 
those who hunger and medical supplies for the men and women 
and children who are suffering the ravages of war. We 
seek to stop the bloodshed and end the horror and tra~edy 
that we see on television as rockets are fired wantonly 
into Phnom Penh. 

I would like to be able to say that the 
killing would cease if we were to stop our aid, but that 
is not the case. The record shows in both Vietnam and in 
Cambodia that Communist takeover of an area does not 
bring an end to violence, but on'the contrary subjects the 
innocent to new horrors. 

We cannot meet humanitarian needs unless 
we provide some military assistance. Only through a 
combination of humanitarian endeavors and military aid 
do we have a chance to stop the fighting in that 
country in such a way as to end the bloodshed. 

The second issue is whether the problems of 
Indochina will be settled by conquest or by 
negotiation. 

Both the governments of Cambodia and the United 
States have made vi~orous and continued efforts over 
the last few years to bring about a cease-fire and a 
political settlement. 

MORE 
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THE PRESIDENT: The Cambodian government declared 
a unilateral ceasefire and called for negotiations 
immediately after the Peace Accords of January 1973. It 
has since repeatedly expressed its willingness to be 
flexible in seeking a negotiated end to the conflict. 
Its leaders have made clear that they are willing to do 
whatever they can do to bring peace to the country. 

The United States has backed these peace 
efforts. Yesterday, we made public an outline of our 
unceasing efforts over the years, including six separate 
initiatives since I became President. 

Let me assure you we will support any 
negotiations and accept any outcome that the parties 
themselves will agree to. As far as the United States 
is concerned, the personalities involved will not, 
themselves, constitute obstacles of any kind to a 
settlement. 

Yet all of our efforts have been rebuffed. 
Peace in Cambodia has not been prevented by our failure 
to offer reasonable solutions. The aggressor believes 
it can win its objectives on the battlefield. This 
belie~~ will be encouraged if we cut off assistance to 
our friends. 

~le want an end to the killing and a negotiated 
settlement, but there is no hope of success unless the 
Congress acts quickly to provide the necessary means 
for Cambodia to survive. 

If we abandon our allies, we will be saying 
to all the world that war pays. Aggression will not stop, 
rather it will increase. In Cambodia, the aggressors 
will have shown that if negotiations are resisted, the 
United States will weary, abandon its friends and force 
will prevail. 

The third issue is the reliability of the United 
States. If we cease to help our friends in Indochina, 
we will have violated their trust that we would help them 
with arms, with food, and with supplies so long as they 
remain determined to fight for their own freedom. We will 
have been false to ourselves, to our word and to our friends. 
No one should think for a moment that we can walk away 
from that .without a deep sense of shame. 

This is not a question of involvement or re
involvement in Indochina. We have ended our involvement. 
All American forces have come home. They will not go back. 

MORE 
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Time is short. There are two things the United 
States can do to effect the outcome. For my part, I 
will continue to seek a negotiated settlement. ! ask 
the Congress to do its part by providing the assistance 
required to make such a settlement possible. 

Time is running out. 

Hr. Cormier. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, you wound up saying "time 
is running out in Cambodia." Can you give us any assurance 
that even if the aid is voted it will get there in time? 
Is it stockpiled and ready to roll or what is the situation? 

THE PRESIDENT: If we don't give the aid, there 
is no hope. If we do get the necessary legislation from 
the Congress and it comes quickly -- I would say within 
the next ten days or two weeks -- it will be possible to 
get the necessary aid to Cambodia, both economic 
assistance, humanitarian assistance and military assis
tance~ I believe there is a hope that we can help our 
friends to continue long enough to get into the wet 
season when there will be an opportunity for the kind 
of negotiation which I think offers the best hope for a ' 
peace in Cambodia. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, would you tell us what 
Director Colby has told you of any CIA connection with 
the assassination of foreign leaders? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not in a position to give 
you any factual account. I have had a full report from 
Mr. Colby on the operations that have been alluded to in 
the news media in the last week or so, really involving 
such actions that might have taken place peginning back 
in the 1960s. 

I don't think it is appropriate for me at this 
time to go any further. We do have an investigation of 
the CIA, of our intelligence agencies, by the Congress, 
both overt and covert, going back from the inception 
of the CIA. And, of course, we do have the Rockefeller 
Commission going into any CIA activities in the domestic 
front. 

But for me to comment beyond that, I think, would 
be inappropriate at this time. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you say there would be 
a deep sense of shame in the country if Cambodia should 
fall. If that would be the case, sir, can you explain 
why there seems to be such a broad feeling of apathy 
in the country,and also in the Congress,toward providing 
any more aid for either Cambodia or South Vietnam. 

THE PRESIDENT: I believe there is a growing 
concern which has been accentuated since we have seen the 
horror stories on television in recent weeks. The wanton 
use of rockets in the city of Phnom Penh, the children 
lying stricken on the streets and people under great stress 
and strain, bloody scenes of the worse kind. 

MORE 
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I think this kind of depicting of a tragedy there 
has aroused American concern, and I think it is a growing 
concern as the prospect of tragedy of this kind becomes 
even more evident. 

So, I have noticed in the last week in the United 
States Congress, in a bipartisan way, a great deal more 
interest in trying to find an answer. And yesterday 
I spent an hour-plus with Members of Congress who came 
back from a trip to Cambodia and South Vietnam and they 
saw first-hand the kind of killing, the kind of bloodshed, 
and it had a severe impact on these Members of Congress, 
some of whom have been very, very strongly opposed to our 
involvement in the past in Vietnam. 

And I think their impact will be significant in 
the Congress as well as in the country. 

Mr. Lisagor? 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, the question is raised 
by many critics of our policy in Southeast Asia as to 
why we can conduct a policy of detente with the two 
Communist superpowers in the world and could not follow 
a policy of detente should Cambodia and South Vietnam 
~o Communist. 

Could you explain that to us? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you have to understand 
the differences that we have with China --the People's 
Republic of China -- and with the Soviet Union. We do not 
accept their ideology. We do not accept their philosophy. 
On the other hand, we have to recognize that both countries 
have great power bases in the world, not only in population 
but in the regions in which they exist. 

We do not expect to recognize or to believe intheir 
philosophies, but it is important for us, the United 
States, to try and remove any of the obstacles that keep 
us from working together to solve ·some of the problems that 
exist throughout the world, including Indochina. 

The Soviet Union and the People's Republic of 
China have supplied and are supplying military assistance 
to South Vietnam and Cambodia. We have to work with 
them to try and get an answer in that part of the world, 
but at the same time, I think that effort can be 
increased and the prospects improved if we continue the 
detente between ourselves and both of those powers. 

QUESTION: Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Tom? 

QUESTION: Mr. President, putting it bluntly, 
wouldn't we just be continuing a blood bath that already 
exists in Cambodia if we voted the $222 million in 
assistance? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think so,because the 
prospects are that with the kind of military assistance 
and economic and humanitarian aid we are proposing, 
the government forces hopefully can hold out. If we do 
not, the prospects are almost certain that Phnom Penh 
will be overrun;and we know from previous experiences that 
the overrunning of a community or an area results in the 
murder and the bloodshed that comes when they pick up and 
sort out the people who were the school teachers, the leaders, 
the government officials. 

This was told very dramatically to me yesterday 
by several Members of the Congress who were there and 
talked to some of the people who were in some of these 
communities or villages that were overrun. 

MORE 
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It is an unbelievable horror story. If we 
can hold out and I think the prospects are encouraging 
then I think we will avoid that kind of massacre and 
innocent murdering of people who really do not deserve 
that kind of treatment. 

QUESTION: If I may follow up, as I understand 
it, the Administration's point is that if we vote the 
aid that we will have the possibility of a negotiated 
settlement, not just the avoidance of a bloodbath. Is 
that correct? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is correct, sir. 

QUESTION: And yet, just yesterday, as you indi
cated in your statement, the State Department listed at 
least six unsuccessful efforts to negotiate an end to 
the war in Cambodia, dating to the summer of 1973, when 
American bombing stopped there. 

THe Cambodian government was certainly stronger 
then than it would be with just conceivably another $220 
million. 

THE PRESIDENT: I think if you look at that long 
list of bonafide, legitimate negotiated efforts, the 
best prospects came when the enemy felt that it would be 
better off to negotiate than to fight. 

If we can strengthen the government forces now 
and get into the wet season, then I believe the 
opportunity to negotiate will be infinitely better, 
certainly better than if the government forces are routed 
and the rebels -- the Khmer Rouge -- take over and do 
what they have done in other communities where they have 
had this kind of opportunity. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you said, sir, that if 
the funds are provided that hopefully they can hold out. 
How long are you talking about? How long can they hold 
out? In other words, how long do you feel this aid will 
be necessary to continue? 

THE PRESIDENT: This aid that we have requested 
on an emergency basis from the Congress is anticipated 
to provide the necessary humanitarian effort and the 
necessary military effort to get them through the dry 
season, which ends roughly the latter part of June or 
the first of July. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, if I might, I am sure 
you have seen news accounts to the effect that the 
conservatives -- especially within your own party -- are 
considering starting a third party in 1976, and they are 
bolting. 

I understand yesterday that a grour of 
conservative Republican Senators met with you, and 
afterwards they came out and talked with reporters at 
the White House and told us they were unhappy with 
your policies and they thought you were going too far to 
the left. In fact, they said they wanted you to know that 
you could no longer take the right wing of your party 
for granted. 

That being the case, sir, do you intend to go out 
and court conservative Republican support to woo them 
back for 1976, and do you think anything short of dropping 
Nelson Rockefeller from the ticket will do that? 

THE PREs·:uENT :, Let me say the meet.:•.ng that I 
had with about 11 ·..;~:·z:·y fine Republicar.. Nembers of the 
United States Sena:te was a very, very frank discussion, and I 
think very constructive. 

Some of them indicated that in certain areas 
they had disagreements with me. In other areas, they 
indicated a strong support for the position that I have 
taken on various issues. 

It is my feeling that the Republican Party has 
to be a broad-based, wide spectrum party if it is going 
to be a viable force in the political situation in the 
United States. 

I happen to believe that Nelson Rockefeller is 
doing a very fine job as Vice President, and if we can 
broaden the base of the Republican Party, I think we have 
an excellent chance to prevail in 1976. 

My maximum effort will be in getting all 
elements of the Republican Party on the team, and I 
think in the final analysis, we will. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, as a follow up, can 
you really broaden that base without losing the right 
wing of your party? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think we can. 

In 1968 and 1972, that was achieved and we were 
successful. I think it can be done in 1976. 

QUESTION: On Rule 22, when Mr. Rockefeller 
ruled, had you approved what he was doing beforehand? 
Do you agree with the ruling and do you agree with the 
assertion of some of the Senators you met with that 
it is going to make it much harder for your program 
to get by in the Senate with three-fifths rather 
than two-thirds? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we have to understand 
that the Vice-President occupies the position as presiding 
officer of the United States Senate under the Constitution. 
He has a constitutional responsibility in that regard. 

I am in the Executive Branch of the Government. 
He, in that part of his responsibility, is in the 
Legislative Branch. He has the obligation under the 
Constitution to make a ruling, to preside in the 
United States Senate. 

I think it is unappropriate or inappropriate, 
I should say, for me to tell him, as a member of the 
Legislative Branch in that capacity how he should rule. 
And therefore, I did not. I have had a number of discussions 
with the Vice-President as to my personal philosophy 
concerning the United States Senate. I happen to believe 
that the United States Senate ought to be a somewhat different 
legislative body than the House of Representatives, whereby 
a 51 percent vote, a majority can prevail. 

But our founding fathers very wisely thought that 
the Senate ought to be a little different and they provided 
that the Senate should have other rules, other parliamentary 
procedures including the requirement of more than 51 percent 
to conduct its business under certain circumstances. 

I expressed those views to the Vice-President, 
but I went no further, and I do not think it would have 
been appropriate for me to go any further. 

QUESTION: 
think it is going to 
through the Congress 
filibuster rule? 

To follow that question up, do you 
be harder for you to get your programs 
with this prospective change in the 

MORE 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it will be any more 
difficult to get the programs through. It might be more 
difficult in other ways but I do not think it will 
be more difficult to get the programs through. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, some people who have 
visited former President Nixon in recent months have 
quoted him as saying he would like to, after his illness 
is over, become a major figure in the Republican P~rty 
again. 

Do you foresee any time in the future when it would 
be beneficial for the Republican Party to have him re-emerge 
as a leader? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think any comment that I make 
in that regard is inappropriate at the present time. 
Mr. Nixon is still recovering from a very serious illness 
and for me to speculate down the road, I think, is unwise 
at this time. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, Secretary Simon said 
the other day that he thought the jobless rate, unemployment 
rate, could rise to as much as nine percent before things 
turned around. 

Now, in view of this, would you be willing to go 
for a larger tax deduction? Would you be willing to raise 
i~, say, $10 billion or some other figure? 

THE PRESIDENT: In the first place,. I have doubts 
that it will go to nine percent. It might, but without 
commenting on whether it will or won't, if there is a need 
for a greater stimulant, I would certainly go for a greater 
tax reduction than for increased spending. I think that 
the tax reduction route is a lot more·desirable than just 
increasing spending on some of these categorical programs 
or other programs that really do not help the individual 
as much as a tax reduction which would put money back in 
his pocket. 

I believe that the program we have, as it appears 
to be moving through the Congress, is at this stage of the 
game moving in the right direction. The big problem is 
not the size of the tax reduction, but the slowness with 
which the Congress is acting on it and the failure of the 
Congress thus far to limit the tax reduction to something 
that can be enacted into law quickly. 

What we need is speed and a figure of $16 billion 
to $19 billion in tax reduction. If we delay -- and I hope 
it is not -- then delay is more of a problem than the size. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Sir, in the bill that came out of the 
House you really got a different kind of character to 
that bill than the one you proposed. There is a greater 
percentage going to lower income groups and yours would go 
more to middle and higher income groups. 

Would you veto a bill if it got to your desk in 
the form it came from the House or how would you feel 
about the House bill? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it is wise for me 
to speculate on what I would do with the House bill. It 
does have to go through the Senate committee; it does 
have to go through the Senate, itself; and then it has 
to go to conference and come down to me. 

For me to speculate at this stage, I think, 
is very unwise. 

I would like to add this, however: I agree with 
Secretary of the Treasury Simon, who testified yesterday 
or the day before, that there ought to be a larger increase 
for the middle income taxpayer. I think the House version 
of the bill was much too limited. It didn't give a 
sufficiently large rebate or tax reduction to the middle 
income taxpayers and those people,! think, deserve a break 
because in recent years, they have gotten a heavier and 
heavier burden imposed on them. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, I am wondering if 
you agree, sir, with Leon Jaworski who feels that the 
time has now come for former President Nixon to tell 
the truth about Wa~ergate? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think it is appropriate for 
me to give any advice to Mr. Nixon on that matter at 
this time. A fairly comprehensive story has been told 
in the impeachment hearings in the House, in the testimony 
of many, many people in the court here in the District 
of Columbia. 

I think the proper place for any further discussion 
in this regard is in the court system of the United States. 

QUESTION: What effect do you think last night's 
massacre in Tel Aviv will have to current Kissinger 
negotiations, and what advice would you give to Israel to 
counteract such terrorist attacks? 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me answer the last first. 
I don't think it is appropriate for me to give any advice 
to Israel,or any other nation, as to what they should do 
in circumstances like that. I hope that the very ill-
advised action -:.._ the tel:'rot'ist action -- in Isl:'ael o%' in Tel 
Aviv last night was absolutely u~arranted under any circumst~. 
I condemn it because I think it is not only inhumane but 
it is the wrong way to try and resolve the difficult 
problems in the Middle East. 

MORE 
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I would hope that that terrorist activity would 
not, under any circumstances, destroy the prospects or 
the possibilities for further peace accomplishments in the 
Middle East. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, to follow up on that, 
have you considered asking Israel to become part of NATO? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have not. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you sounded encouraged 
about the prospect for Cambodian aid. Can you give us an 
estimate of what you think the chances are now of it being 
passed? 

THE PRESIDENT: They certainly are better than 
they were. I had a meeting this morning with Senator 
Sparkman and Senator Hubert Humphrey and Senator Clifford 
Case. They want to help. They say the prospects are 
50-SO. But if they are that, I think we ought to try 
and make the effort because I think the stakes are very, 
very high when you involve the innocent people who are 
being killed in Cambodia. 

QUESTION: A follow-up. If the CoRJtrees does not pro,. 
vide the aid and the Lon Nol government should fall, would 
the country be in for any recrimination from this 
Administration? Would we have another "who lost China" 
debate, for example? 

THE PRESIDENT: I first would hope we get the aid and 
the government is able to negotiate a settlement. I 
do not think -- at least from my point of view -- that 
I would go around the country pointing my finger at 
anybody. 

I think the facts would speak for themselves. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, from some of the 
remarks the Senators who met with you today made, they did 
not indicate they were quite in as much agreement as 
you indicated, but Senator Humphrey, for one, asked 
as part of a negotiated settlement that you spoke of if 
you would be willing to seek the orderly resignation of 
Lon Nol. 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not believe it is the 
proper role of this government to ask the head of another 
state to resign. I said in my opening statement that we 
believe that the settlement ought to be undertaken and it 
is not one that revolves around any one individual. 
And I would hope that some formula, some individuals, 
on both sides, could sit down and negotiate a settlement 
to stop the bloodshed. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: A follow-up on that. Are you saying 
that the United States will support any government, no 
matter how weak or corrupt, in a situation like this? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not saying we would support 
any government. I am saying that we would support any 
government that we can see coming out of the present 
situation or the negotiated settlement. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, yesterday on unemploy
ment you requested $1.6 billion for public service jobs 
to run through mid-1976. Now, your advisers, meantime, 
keep predicting that the problem will improve in mid-1975, 
just a month or two from now. 

How do you reconcile those two positions? 

THE PRESIDENT: The requested additional man
power training fundsthat I requested will fully fund 
the authorized amount that was approved by the Congress 
last year. We believe that this amount is needed to 
take care of any potential contingencies. 

We think there will be an improvement 
toward the end of this year, and certainly in the 
beginning of next year, on the unemployment. On the 
other hand, we think it is wise at this time to be 
prepared for any adverse developments. 

QUESTION: You mentioned earlier it might go 
to 9. Are you revising upward the figure from 8.5? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I think I said I was not 
going to agree to any figure, but I did say that if 
we had any such development, the better way to solve it would 
be for a further tax cut rather than some of these 
additional spending programs. 

The most important thing was to get the Congress 
to act affirmatively, quickly, on the tax bill. I am 
very disturbed with their lack of affirmative action as 
quickly as I think it should come. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, out of the OPEC summit 
meeting in Algiers today came a declaration that oil 
prices should be pegged to inflation and the prices they 
have to pay for the products they buy. 

Do you think this kind of inflation indexing 
system is fair? 

THE PRESIDENT: We are trying to organize 
the consuming nations, and we have been quite successful. 
I believe that once that organization hasbeen put 
together--and it is well along--that we should sit 
down and negotiate any matters with the producing 
nations. 

I personally have many reservations about 
the suggestion that has been made by the OPEC organi
zation. I think the best way for us to answer that 
problem is to be organized and to negotiate rather than to 
speculate in advance. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, things have been sort 
of piling up since you announced your $52 billion prospective 
deficit. You have now postponed your tax proposal 
for March and April. You have put out $2 billion for 
highways, another $2 billion for relief jobs,and now the 
Congress has refused to put a ceiling on food stamps. 

My question is this: Just how high do you think 
this $52 billion deficit is going to go, and where do 
you think it is at this point? 

THE PRESIDENT: The $52 billion deficit was too 
high, in my judgment. We did our best to keep it down, 
and the Cong~ss so far has added substantially to it by 
not approving the recommended rescissions and 
deferrals that I proposed. 

I think I recommended in one group about a 
$950 million rescission, or deferral, and Congress only 
approved about $110 or $120 million of that. They have, 
in addition, as you indicated, added about $650 million 
in additional food stamp costs. I am disturbed. 

I will continue to work trying to convince 
the Congress that a deficit of $52 billion is too much, 
and anything above that is very, very bad. If they think 
the way to stimulate the economy is to blow the Federal 
budget, I think they are wrong. 

I think the better procedure, if we need any 
additional stimulant, is through a tax cut. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

END (AT 8:02 P.M. EDT) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon. 

It has been a great and wonderful day here in 
South Bend. I thank everybody for it, and I am looking 
forward to this news conference. 

Mr. Jack Colwell. 

QUESTION: You and Father Hesburgh today 
had some very kind things to say about one another, and 
you also had an opportunity to speak with him privately. 
Do you have any plans for any additional appointments or 
duties for Father Hesburgh in your Administration? 

THE PRESIDENT: Father Hesburgh has done a 
superb job on the Clemency Board, which is a very time
consuming responsibility. The Clemency Board had a great 
upsurge in applicants. 

I think Father Hesburgh and the others on the 
Clemency Board are going to be pretty busy in the months 
ahead. But, let me assure you and others that someone 
who has as much talent and tremendous civic interest, 
once that job is over, I think we can use someone like 
Father Hesburgh in many more responsibilities. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you have said the 
question of personalities is really not vital to a 
settlement in Cambodia. My question is, is the survival 
of a non-Communist government in Cambodia vital to the u.s. 
security in Southeast Asia? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss Thomas, I think it is. 
I cannot he~p but notice that since the military situation 
in Cambodia has become very serious, and since the North 
Vietnamese have apparently launched a very substantial 
additional military effort against South Vietnam, against 
the Paris peace accords, there has been, as I understand 
it, in Thailand -- according to the news announcements 
this morning ---a potential request from Thailand that 
we withdraw our forces from that country. 
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I noticed in the morning news summary before 
I left Washington that the President of the Philippines, 
Mr. Marcos, is reviewing the Philippine relationship 
with the United States. 

I think these potential developments to some 
extent tend to validate the so-called domino theory, 
and if we have one country after another -- allies of 
the United States -- losing faith in our word, losing 
faith in our agreements with them, yes, I think the first 
one to go could vitally affect the national security 
of the United States. 

QUESTION: May I ask another question I have 
had on my mind for a long time? Since you supported 
the invasion of Cambodia five years ago, would you do 
the same today? 

THE PRESIDENT: That is a hypothetical question, 
Miss Thomas, because under the law I have no such authority 
to do so. I did support the activities then, the so-called 
Cambodian incursion, because the North Vietnamese were 
using that area in Cambodia for many military strikes 
against U.S. military personnel in South Vietnam. 

It was a successful military operation. It 
saved many American lives because those sanctuaries 
were destroyed. 

Since I do not have the authority to under
take any such military obligation~-we have no u.s. 
military forces in South Vietnam--! think it is a hypo
thetical question, ·which really I cannot answer. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, in view of your commit
ments for Food for Peace programs and your national 
interest in slowing down increase of food prices,what 
kinds of farm support legislation will you support? 

THE PRESIDENT: I believe the current farm 
legislation is good legislation. I helped, when I was 
in the Congress, to obtain its enactment. It has resulted 
in freeing the Federal Government from trying to run 
agriculture in the United States. It has resulted in the 
greatest production of food and fiber in the United 
States. 

It seems to me that this law which was passed 
several years ago is good legislation. It has supplied 
our needs. It has made it possible for the United 
Sta~es to contribute very significantly in the Food 
for Peace effort around the world. 

Therefore, I think it is wise, under these 
circumstances, for us to keep this law and not tinker 
with it at the present time. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, Clark Clifford said 
today that he has already been questioned by the Rocke
feller Commission about a possible CIA assassination 
plot. Since you created the Commission, I wonder if 
you think this is a proper area for the Commission to get 
into? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Cormier, let me say at 
the outset that this Administration does not condone, under 
any circumstances, any assassination attempts. We, in 
this Administration, will not participate under any 
circumstances in activities of that sort. Now, I have 
watched with interest and personal attention the stories 
and some allegations to the effect that assassinations 
were discussed and potentially undertaken. 

I have asked members of my staff to analyze the 
best way in which this serious problem can be handled. 
I did discuss it with the Vice President last week and 
I expect:within the next several days that I will decide 
the best course of action for the Rockefeller Commission, 
or any Executive Branch investigation of such allegations. 

QUESTION: Then, you think it should be gone 
into at least semi-publicly? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is a serious matter and I 
will decide within the next few days the best course 
of action for the Executive Branch to take on these 
allegations. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, earlier today here 
number of young people protested it was inappropriate 
for you to receive an honorary Notre Dame degree because 
they considered your lack of sensivity to the poor and 
your decision to refund the war in Indochin~What would 
be your response to that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you will find the budget 
I submitted in January of this year was a very sound budget. 
It was not an austere budget. It did provide substantially 
for the poor in many respects. It provided for an expanded 
Community Development Act of $1 billion 600 million more 
for next year than for the current fiscal year. It did 
provide $202 million for the Older American Act 
which is a substantial increase in this area over the 
last several years. 

We have proposed, and we will support, a 
responsible program to help the poor in this country. 
And I think the budget that I submitted in January 
does just that. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, in your speech here 
at Notre Dame earlier today, you made a strong pitch for 
continued foreign aid despite the recession and I was 
surprised you failed to mention your proposal for 
more military aid to Cambodia and South Vietnam. I 
know military aid to Southeast Asia has been unpopular on 
many college campuses and I wonder if your failure to 
mention that was because you feared you might be booed 
or there might be a walkout by students if you pro
fessed your policy on that issue? 

THE PRESIDENT: The speech that I made this morning 
on the Notre Dame campus was aimed at the broad concept 
that the United States must participate in world affairs; 
that this was a world in which we all lived. I pointed 
out I had always supported as a Member of Congress 
the mutual security and the foreign aid programs, both 
economic, Point IV, Food for Peace, as well as the 
military assistance programs. 

It seemed to me that we needed a restatement 
of the basic reason why foreign aid is important; 
that we live in an interdependent world and that the 
United States has to make its full contribution in that 
regard. 

The details can be discussed, the details can 
be argued, but we needed a restateme:p.t, a· s.trong restatement 
of the broad general rea.sons why this country has to be a 
part of the one world concept, working with our allies, 
trying to eliminate difficulties between ourselves and 
our adversaries, and it seemed to me if that could be 
restnted, we could work out the details within that concept 
and not reinflame the differences and difficulties that 
existed while U.S. troops were stationed and fighting 
in South Vietnam. 
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QUESTION: Let me follow that upo If you had 
made a strong plea today for military aid for Cambodia 
and South Vietnam, do you think it would have been 
well received by the student audience? 

THE PRESIDENT: Since I did not consider that 
as a part of my remarks, I really did not consider the 
hypothetical question you are asking me. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, the Republican 
candidate for Mayor of Chicago, Mr. John Hoellen, 
has stated over the weekend that he was either snubbed 
or given very short shrift by you at the White House. 
The Cook County Republican Committee is in a state of 
chaos, and the Republican Committee in Illinois is not 
much better off. 

What are you going to do for Mr. Hoellen, 
and what are you going to do for the Republican Party 
in Illinois in order to win it in 1976? 

THE PRESIDENT: I seldom interject myself into 
local partisan elections. I do believe, however, that the 
President ought to be as helpful as he can in a state
wide partisan way at the proper time. 

I do believe that the state organization 
in Illinois is rebuilding and getting ready for the 
state and national elections in 1976. I consult with 
Senator Percy. I consult with the Illinois Republican 
delegation, and I think in that way I can be a participant 
in making the Republican Party in Illinois a viable 
political party in the very important elections of 1976. 

QUESTION: Do you plan to ask Donald Rumsfeld 
to assess the situation? It has been reported that you 
would. 

THE PRESIDENT: Don Rumsfeld made a speech in 
Illinois Friday night, and I have not had an opportunity 
to discuss with him his observations based on that 
speech, but I do intend to, probably tomorrow or the 
next day. 

I have a great deal of faith in Dan's under
standing of the problems in Illinois, and a great deal 
of faith in his judgment as to how I and we can help 
in that·regard. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, at a time when you 
say you are trying to end the recession, the money 
supply in the United States has not increased hardly 
at all. In the last six months of 1974, the money 
supply grew by less than 1 percent, and in November, 
December and January it actually showed a decrease, 
one of the very few times it has in modern times. 

Are you personally satisfied, from the stand
point of ending the recession,with the speed or with the 
rate of growth in the money supply in this country? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I met with Arthur Burns, the 
head of the Federal Reserve, last week. He, of course, 
is the head of a very autonomous part of our Federal 
Government, but I do meet with him frequently to get 
the benefit of his views on our economic circumstances. 

I did ask what was the situation, because 
there had been critic ism such as you have indicated. It 
was pointed out to me by him -- and there were·a number 
of charts that were shown which show the facts to be 
contrary to the facts that you have stated -- that M
one, two, three, four, five, six, and seven -- all of 
them show an increase, and I am one who has great faith 
in Dr. Burns. 

We are showing an increase in the money 
supply. There will be an adequate money supply avail
able for the current economic circumstances we face, 
and there will be an adequate money supply to meet the 
problems we have down the road. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, I don't know what 
Dr. Burns' charts showed you about long-term interest 
rates which, as you know, are the principal factor 
in capital formation, but I wanted to ask you this: 
A lot of people, a lot of economists,are worried 
that Dr. Burns and Mr. Greenspan, and so forth, 
are going to take this thing down just as far 
as they can and wring the last bit of inflation out 
of it that they can and then try to turn it around. 

Are you satisfied,or what confidence do you 
have we won't go so far with this thing that we can't 
turn it around? 

THE PRESIDENT: Of course, we have made sub
stantial progress in trying to win the battle against 
inflation. 

Last October, the rate of inflation was something 
like 13 percent. The last figures released about three 
weeks ago showed it was down to a 7.2 percent on an 
annualized basis. 

Now, the charts that I also looked at, it 
showed thatshort-term interest rates had gone from 
something like 13 percent down to about 6 percent 
and it showed that the trend on long-term interest 
rates was also a favorable one, going more slowly down 
than the short-term interest rates, but the trend is 
encouraging, and if we act responsibly and don't 
have a larger deficit than I have proposed in the 
Federal Government so that the Federal Government does 
not go .in and sop up all of the money that is needed, 
we can keep the trend in long-term interest rates going 
down. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, the steel workers 
and auto workers in your State and in Indiana are still 
out of work. What can you say to them by the way of 
encouragement? How far do they have to wait? 

THE PRESIDENT: The biggest stimulant we 
could get to the economy right now, which means 
more jobs for auto workers and steel workers, is to·' 
get the Congress of the United States to move qui~y; 
to enact a substantial tax reduction at the Fe~·al 
level. 

In January -- I believe on January 15th in 
the State of the Union Message -- I urged a $16-1/2 
billion tax reduction bill as quickly as possible. It 

/ 

is now two months and two days and the Congress has not com
pleted action on that tax reduction bill. I hope that 
before Congress goes on its Easter recess, it will enact 
a tax reduction bill like the one I proposed, or one that 
is reasonably acceptable. 
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If we could get a tax reduction bill out of the 
Congress promptly, that would be the best hope to stimulate 
the economy and to provide jobs for the auto workers and 
steel workers who are at the present time, particularly 
the auto workers, in desperate straits. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you have hinted 
about it before but so far, you have stopped short of 
saying flatly that Vice President Rockefeller will be 
you:; running-mate in 1976. 

My question, sir, is: Will he be? 

THE PRESIDENT: I did not think I ever equivocated 
on that and if the interpretation is that I have, then I 
want to straighten it out right now. 

Nelson Rockefeller has been an exceptionally 
active and able Vice President. I said when I nominated him 
I wanted him to be a partner. He has bee~ in the responsi
bilities on the Rockefeller Commission, in his responsi
bilities in the Domestic Council. 

I think he deserves great praise and I see no 
reason whatsoever that thqt team should not be together 
in the campaign in 1976. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, in regard to the Rocke
feller Commission's investigation into the CIA, would you, at 
any time, consider changing their mandate to include 
an investigation of possible domestic activities 
by the CIA in regard to assassination attempts? 

THE PRESIDENT: Let me reiterate, as a preface, 
I will not condone -- in fact I condemn any CIA in-
volvement in any assassination planning or action. 

Now, I did indicate, in answer to a previous 
question, that I am personally analyzing, looking at, all 
of the more recent charges of any assassination attempts 
by the CIA or actual assassinations from its inception 
to the present. 

I am personally analyzing all of these charges. 
I have asked my staff to bring all of the material that is 
available to me personally. I have talked to Vice President 
Rockefeller about it and I will determine within the next 
few days the best course of action to make sure that the 
matter is handled in the most appropriate way. 

MORE 

• 



Page 9 

QUESTION: Mr. President, the State Department 
announced today that it had found some over $20 billion (million) 
in 1974 funds that had been voted for aid to Cambodia 
and had not been sent, and that it was making that 
money available now. 

Is this an artifice to get around Congress
ional appropriations, and are there other sources of 
such funds that could be found? 

THE PRESIDENT: I was informed last Friday of 
what appears to be very sloppy bookkeeping in the 
Department of Defense, and I condemn it, if it is, and 
I will not condone it in the future. 

I was surprised by these revelations. I don't 
think it was anything malicious. I don't think it was 
any purposeful action. But if the money is available 
and was appropriated by the Congress for the purposes 
set forth, it will be used according to the law. 

QUESTION: Have similar investigations ofpast 
Vietnam appropriations been made? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Inspector General, as I 
understand it, found out the $21 million in Cambodian 
military aid that was revealed last week to me and 
publicly announced today. 

The Inspector General has a continuing respon
sibility to find out any and all circumstances, such 
as the one that we are discussing. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, as Father Hesburgh 
put it in his speech today, y~u are the first President 
to set foot on a first-rate campus in about ten years. 
In that context, in light of the fact that President 
Nixon fired Father Hesburgh from the Civil Rights 
Commission, I wonder if you would elaborate on your 
feelings about restoring better relations with the 
academic world in the task ahead of you in that respect. 

THE PRESIDENT: One of the first actions I took, 
one of the first trips I undertook, wasto go to the 
campus of Ohio State University. I might say parenthe
tically, for a Michigan graduate to go to Ohio State is 
doing double duty • ... 

But I was well received there, and I had a 
!~.opportunity to present a new concept that we have 
for higher education. This is another opportunity 
on the Notre Dame campus -- to continue that dialogue 
that I hope~ill not only expand but grow by leaps and 
bounds between the academic community and the Federal 
Government. 
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There is no reason why we should not work 
together. There are a great many reasons why we should 
use the talent, the ability, the personnel that does 
exist on the campuses all over the United States, and 
I certainly intend to do so in the months ahead. 

QUESTION: The second part of the question, 
how much of a job is there ahead of you to restore 
better relations? 

THE PRESIDENT: Based on the very warmwelcome 
I received at Notre Dame today, I think we are on a 
good footing, and I certainly will bend over backwards 
to continue it and to expand it. 

I think the dialogue is excellent. About a 
week or ten days ago I met with ten or 15 top college 
and university Presidents. That was another step in 
this better rapport between the academic community and 
this Administration. 

I can assure you we intend to do everything 
possible to make sure that it works. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, will you be giving 
Congress all the material that is asked for as part of its 
investigation of intelligence activities? 

THE PRESIDENT: The Senate committee has asked 
for a considerable amount of material. That request is 
currently being analyzed by the top members of my staff. 
I will make a judgment on that as soon as we have had an 
opportunity to review all of the very substantial number 
of requests. 

I can assure you and others that we will do 
all we can to indicate maximum cooperation, but until 
we have had an opportunity to review this request 
in detail, .I am not in a position to give you a categorical 
answer. 

QUESTION: Am I to understand this Executive 
Branch investigation that you raised the possibility of 
outside the Rockefeller Commission would possibly make 
it necess~ry or advisable for you to delay giving Congress 
the material it has asked for? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't· think there is any 
necessary conflict between the Rockefeller Commission 
and the one or more Congressional committees. The 
Rockefeller Commission has been in operation now for 
a month or two, so they are underway. 

They had planned to finish their work within 
the next month, as I recollect. They may have to go 
beyond that, depending on certain circumstances, but 
we intend to make as full disclosure as is possible 
without jeopardizing America's national security. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, tonight you are 
meeting with several Midwestern Governors. In light 
of some sagging revenues at state and local 
levels and your own budget tightening, what can you 
tell them about your long-range plans for return 
of the Federal dollar--both ro state and municipalities-
revenue sharing and this type of thing? 

THE PRESIDENT; In my State of the Union 
Message and in the budget message, I indicated that 
I was recommending an extension of the general revenue 
sharing program with the annual add-on that takes care 
of the inflation impact as far as the state and local 
units of government are concerned. 

So, I am on record now,ur~ing the Congress 
to extend the existing general revenue sharing plan. 
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QUESTION: Have the dollar amounts that you 
have been able to expend been affected by the current 
events? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is my best recollection that 
the amount we recommended for the first year of the 
extended program is close to $7 billion a year, which 
is a substantial increase over the amount that was 
used inthe first year of the present program. 

It is a very, I think, generous proposal. It 
does crank in the inflation factor and if the Congress 
goes along, I think it will be materially beneficial 
to the State~ and local units of government. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, we have not asked you 
about the gasoline tax lately. This afternoon or this 
morning, on Air Force One, what Mr. Zarb said led me to 
believe there may be a softening of the Administration's 
attitude. Are you still willing to stand by your 
earlier statement that you will veto any gasoline tax? 

THE PRESIDENT: I could not help but notice 
over the weekend 102 Democrats joined in a statement in 
the House of Representatives condemning a gasoline 
tax. 

; I think a gasoline tax of the magnitude that 
several have proposed is not the right approach and 
I do not think the Congress will approve it. I think 
the energy crisis, the energy program, can be best 
imp~emented by the proposal I submitted in January 
and I hope that in the negotiations between Mr. Zarb 
and myself, with the Members of Congress on the respective 
committees, will result in an approach that is comparable 
to mine, because I think the Congress will pass that. 

I have very grave doubts that the Congress would 
pass a gasoline tax, and certainly, my feeling in that 
regard was reaffirmed by 102 Democrats putting their name -
on the line saying they would not vote for one. 

And I think there is a better way to do it, 
and we are going to work with the chairman of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, hoping to find an answer 
that is more like the approach that I have recommended. 

QUESTION: To follow that up, you did say a 
gasoline tax of the magnitude that is being proposed 
by some. I seem to note a shift in your position 
there. Mr. Ullman has come down from 40 cents to possibly 
25 cents. If he were to come down a little further, 
would you be willing to talk about it? Maybe 20 cents? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I read a news report a 
few minutes ago which said the bill he introduced 
included a gas tax up to 37 cents over a 3- or 4-year 
span. I don't think that is the right approach and 
I don't think it is feasible in trying to get the Con
gress to act. Therefore, I go back to a program 
that we proposed which I think will be the answer, 
which I think the Congress eventually will buy sub
stantially. 

I am very happy that we are negotiating. We 
are trying to find an answer with Mr. Ullman, the 
Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, and I am 
encouraged by what I understand is the progress that 
is being made. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Mr. Cormier. Thank 
you all very much. 

END (AT 6:30 P.M. EST) 

• 
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San Diego, California 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you please sit down. 

At the outset, let me express my appreciation 
to Mayor Pete Wilson and the fine people of San Diego 
for the very warm welcome. 

I also am delighted to see one or more of my 
former colleagues in the Congress here. It is always 
nice to see them and all others who may be here. Good 
morning. 

I have a short opening statement. 

We are seeing a great human tr.agedy as untold 
numbers of Vietnamese flea the North Vietnamese onslaught. 
The United States has been doing -- and will continue to 
do -- its utmost to assist these people. 

I have directed that all available Naval ships 
to stand off Indochina, to do whatever is necessary to 
assist. We have appealed to the United Nations to use 
its moral influence to permit these innocent people to 
leave, and we call on North Vietnam to permit the 
movement of refugees to the area of their choice. 

While I have been in California, I have been 
spending many hours on the refugee problem and our human
itarian efforts. I have directed that money from a $2 
million special foreign aid children's fund be made avail
able to fly 2000 South Vietnamese orphans to the United 
States as. soon as possible. 

I have also directed American officials in Saigon 
to act immediately to cut red tape and other bureaucratic 
obstacles preventing these children from coming to the 
United States. 
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I have directed that C-SA aircraft and other 
aircraft especially equipped to care for these orphans 
during the flight be sent to Saigon. I expect these 
flights to begin within the next 36 to 48 hours. These 
orphans will be flown to Travis Air Force Base in California, 
and other bases on the West Coast, and cared for in 
those locations. 

These 2000 Vietnamese orphans are all in the 
process of being adopted by American families. This is 
the least we can do, and we will do much, much more. 

The first question is from Mr. George Dissinger 
of the San Diego Tribune. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, are you ready to accept 
Communist takeover of South Vietnam and Cambodia? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would hope that that would 
not take place in either case. My whole Congressional 
life in recent years was aimed at avoiding it. My 
complete efforts as President of the United States were 
aimed at avoiding that. 

I am an optimist, despite the sad and tragic 
events that we see unfolding. I will do my utmost in the 
future as I have in the past -- to avoid that result. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, I understand you are 
soon going to ask Congress for new authority to extend 
humanitarian aid in Southeast Asia. I wondered if you 
stand by your request, though, for more military aid for 
South Vietnam. 

THE PRESIDENT: We do intend to ask for more 
humanitarian aid. I should point out that the Adminis
tration's request for $135 million for humanitarian aid 
in South Vietnam was unfortunately reduced to $55 million 
by Congressional action. Obviously, we will ask for more; 
the precise amount we have not yet determined. 

We will continue to push for the $300 million 
that we have asked for and Congress had authorized for 
military assistance to South Vietnam, and the possibility 
exists that we may ask for more. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, how and why did 
the U.S. miscalculate the intentions of the will of 
the South Vietnamese to resist? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe that 'tle mis
calculated the will of the South Vietnamese to carry 
on their fight for their own freedom. 

There were several situations that developed 
that I think got beyond the control of the Vietnamese 
people. The unilateral military decision to withdraw 
created a chaotic situation in Vietnam that appears to 
have brought about tremendous disorganization. 

I believe that the will of the South Vietnamese 
people to fight for their freedom is best evidenced by 
the fact that they are fleeing from the North Vietnamese 
and that clearly is an indication they don't t-lant to 
live under the kind of government that exists in North 
Vietnam. 

The will of the South Vietnamese people, I think, 
still exists. They want freedom under a different kind of 
government than has existed in North Vietnam. The 
problem is hou to organize that will under the traumatic 
experiences of the present. 

QUESTION: Unilateral decision by whom? 

THE PRESIDENT: It was a unilateral decision by 
President Thieu to order a withdrawal from the broad, 
exposed areas that were under the control of the South 
Vietnamese military. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, what is your response 
to the South Vietnamese Ambassador to Washington's 
statement that we had not lived up to the Paris peace 
accords and that the Communists are safer allies? 

THE PRESIDENT: I won't comment on his statement. 
I will say this: That the North Vietnamese repeatedly 
and in massive efforts violated the Paris peace accords. 
They sent North Vietnamese regular forces into South 
Vietnam in massive numbers -- I think around 150,000 
to 175,000· -- well-trained North Vietnamese regular 
forces,in violation of the Paris peace accords,moved 
into South Vietnam. 

We have objected to that violation. I still 
believe that the United States, in this case and in other 
cases, is a reliable ally and although I am saddened 
by the events that we have read about and seen, it is 
a tragedy unbelievable in its ramifications. 
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I must say that I am frustrated by the action 
of the Congress in not responding to some of the requests 
for both economic, humanitarian and military assistance 
in South Vietnam. And I am frustrated by the limitations 
that were placed on the Chief Executive over the last 
two years. 

But let me add very strongly, I am convinced 
that this country is going to continue its leadership. 
We will stand by our allies and I specifically warn 
any adversaries they should not, under any circumstances, 
feel that the tragedy of Vietnam is an indication that 
the American people have lost their will or their desire 
to stand up for freedom any place in the world. 
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QUESTION: Mr. ~resident, can yoq explain why 
President Thi,u, with our close military ties as allies, 
did not tell you what he w's going to do in term$ of the 
retreat? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think the only answ,r to that 
can come from Pr,side~t Thieu. 

QUESTION: Mr. Fo~d, recently you said the fall 
of Cambodia could threaten the national security of this 
country. Considering the probable fall of South Vietnam 
to Co~unist forces, do you feel that will threaten our 
national security, and if sp, how? 

THE PRESIDENT: At the moment, I do not anticipate 
the fall of South Vietnam, ~d I greatly respect and 
admir' th~ tremendous fight that th~ government ~nd the 
people of Ccpnbodia are putting up against the in~urgents 
who are try~pg to ta~t over Cambodia, 

I believe that in any case where the Uniteq 
Statep doe' not +ive up to its moral or treaty obligations, 
it can't pelp but have an adverse impact on other allies 
we have arqund tbe wo~ld. -we read ~n European papers to 
the effect that Weste~n Europe ought to have sq~ questions. 

Let me say to our Western European allies, we 
are going to ste.nd behind our commitments to NATO, :·and 
we are going to stand behind our commitments ~o;other 
allies around the world. 

But, there has to be in the mi.nds of ~ome 
people,a feeling that maybe the tragedy of Indochina 
might affect our relations with their country. I 
repeat, the United St~tes is going to continue ~ts leader
ship and stand by its allies. 

QUESTION: Are you, in fact, a believ~r of the 
domino theorY of, if $outheast As~a falls, then perhap~ 
some 9f the other countries in the Pacific are n~xt? 

TH.E PRESIDENT: I believe there is a great deal 
of cr,dibiiitY to the domino theory, I hope ~~ does nqt 
happen, t nope that 9ther count~ie~ in Southea.t Asia, 
Thailand, -the Philipp~nes~ don't misread the w~~l of the 
AmeriQfn peqple 4nd th.e leadershiP of this co~~ry to 
beli•vi11J.'~'Qat w~ are!) going to ~b,anqon our position irt 
$q~t~eae~ A~tt1, .. 

~ ~ ' : \ ' ' ' 

We ar• pot, ~t t qq kpow from the things I 
pead ~d. the message" that ~ · hetr. tlHlt some flf th~m 
do get uneasy. I hope anq trust -;h,y believe Jlle when 
I say we are going to stand py our •llies. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, as you are well aware, 
there are about 7000 Americans still in Saigon. They 
are in danger not only from Communist attack, but from 
South Vietnamese reprisals. There are reports that the 
South Vietnamese are in a bad temper toward Americans. 

Do you feel that under the War Powers Act and 
also under the limitations voted by Congress in 1973 
on combat by Americans in Indochin~that you could send 
troops in· to protect those Americans, and would yo~ if 
it came to that? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can assure you that I will 
abide totally with the War Powe~s Act that was enacted 
by the Congress several years ago. At the same time, 
I likewise assure you that we have contingency plans to 
meet all problems involving evacuation, if that should 
become necessary. At this point, I do not believe that 
I should answer specifically how those contingency plans 
might be carried out. 

QUESTION: Sir, you don't want to talk specifi
cally. Can you tell us, however, if you do believe that 
you do have the authority to send in troops? You are not 
saying, I understand, whether you would, but do you have 
the authority? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is my interpretation of 
that legislation that a President has certain limited 
authority to protect American lives. And to that extent, 
I will use that law. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, despite your statement 
here this morning about war orphans, there apparently is 
a lot of red tape in Washington. A San Diego man who is 
trying to get four Vietnamese children out of that 
country has received hundreds of calls from people all over 
the Western United States wanting to help, even adopt 
children, but despite this outpouring of compassion by 
the American people, all he gets in Washington is, "No way.u 

There is nothing that can be done. Why is he 
running into this problem, if we are trying to help? 

THE PRESIDENT: Having had some experience in the 
past with the Federal bureaucracy, when we had a similar 
problem involving Korean orphans, I understand the 
frustration and the problem. 

But, I am assured that all bureaucratic red 
tape is being eliminated to the maximum degree and that 
we will make a total effort, as I indicated in my opening 
statement, to see to it that South Vietnamese war orphans 
are brought to the United States. 
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QUESTION: Do you think something can be done 
before it is too late for many of them? 

THE PRESIDENT: I can only say we will do 
what has to be done, what can be done, as a practical 
matter. I cannot guarantee that every single South 
Vietnamese war orphan will get here, but I can assure 
you that we intend to do everything possible in that 
hucanitarian effort. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, the Gallup Poll 
shows a very healthy majority of the American people, 
60 percent of the American people, are more concerned 
about the high cost of living than they are about any 
other issue including the recession and international 
developments. 

I would like to ask you, in view of that, 
if Congress does not respond to your repeated appeals to 
hold down spending and not exceed a level that would pro
duce a deficit of $60 billion. If they don't do that, 
and government borrowing increases to cover the deficit, 
do you have any plans, is there anything you plan to 
do beyond just these appeals to Congress to prevent a 
resurgence of inflation? 

THE PRESIDENT: As I clearly indicated last 
Saturday night when I approved the Tax Reduction Act, 
I have drawn the line on additional Federal spending. 
That is as far as we dare go. 

If we go beyond that, we amplify the potentialities 
for a resurgence of double-digit inflation. I intend to 
appeal to the Congress to hold the lid and I intend to 
appeal to the American people to get their Members of 
Congress -- Senators and Congressmen -- to stop coming 
to the White House with one spending bill after another. 

In addition, I am askingtheCongress to enact a 
provision that would make applicable for fiscal year 1976 
the Budget Control Act that was enacted last year by 
the Congress. 

Under the present law, the BudgetControl Act, 
which forces the Congress to set a ceiling,does not 
actually come into effect until fiscal year 1977. It 
seems to me in the crisis that we face today,that the 
Congress ought to amend the Budget Control Act and make it 
applicable to fiscal year 1976 so they will impose on 
themselves, individual Members of Congress -- House 
and Senate -- a spending limitation. 

Now, they are going through sort of a practice 
session on it. I wish they would abandon the practice 
session and get down to the ball game, and they, themselves, 
set a spending limit at the level that I indicated. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: What I am asking you, Mr. President, 
is if you have any strings to your bow other than these 
Congressional strings? In other words, what I am asking 
you is,do you plan any executive action to try to 
curb a resurgence or prevent a resurgence of inflation? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, the executive actions 
will be directives to the various departments of the 
government to limit their spending even within the 
appropriated amounts that Congress has made available. 

We are expecting every department to spend as 
little as possible to carry out their programs or their 
mandat8s, and this includes holding the line on Federal 
personnel; it includes the limitations on spending 
for anything that cannot be justified. Under the law, 
that is the maximum that I can do in an executive capacity. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, if it would alleviate 
the refugee problem in South Vietnam and bring about 
something of a temporary ceasefire, would you urge 
President Thieu to resign? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe that it is my 
prerogative to tell the head of state elected by the 
people to leave office. I don't believe whether it 
is one head of state or another makes any difference 
in our efforts to help in the humanitarian program. 

We are going to carry it on. I hope, with 
a full cooperation of the South Vietnamese government, 
and I don't think it is appropriate for me to ask him, 
under these circumstances, to resign. I don't think 
his resignation would have any significance on our 
humanitarian efforts. 

QUESTION: In that regard, are there any plans 
underway by the u.s. government to accept large numbers 
of Vietnamese refugees in this country other than the 
2,000 orphans that you have talked about? 

THE PRESIDENT: Under existing law, action by the 
Attorney General can permit refugees who are fleeing 
problems ·in their own country to come to the United States. 
This authority was used after World War II. This authority 
was used after the Hungarian invasion by the Soviet Union. 

This authority has been used on a number of 
other occasions. I can assure you that that authority 
is being examined and if it will be helpful, I certainly 
will approve it. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, what is your judgment 
now on when you expect the recession to end and recovery 
to begin? Is it the third quarter of this year, or will 
it be later? 

THE PRESIDENT: Our best judgment is that the 
recession will turn around during the third quarter of 
this calendar year. We are already seeing some significant 
changes in the statistics that give us more certainty 
that the recession will end and that economic recovery 
will begin in the third quarter of this calendar year. 

QUESTION: Could you tell us what those signs 
are, pleas~, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. The latest report shows 
that there has been an increase in the ordering of 
manufactured goods. The first time I think in six months 
that there has been an increase rather than a decrease. 

Interest rates are dropping. More money for 
borrowers is being made available. The inflation is 
receding 2. or at least the rate of inflation is receding. 
As of the last report, it would annualize at about 
7.2 percent,contrasted with~ 12 or 13 percent ratezof 
inflation in 1974. 

When you add up all these various economic 
indicators, it does show that the recession is receding 
and that economic conditions will get better in the 
third quarter of 1975. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, in line with the 
spending question last year when you campaigned in 
California, you asked voters to help defeat the big 
spenders in Congress and, if they happened to be 
Republicans, well, so be it. 

Do you plan to use the same philosophy in 
campaigning next year,and to the extent you will openly 
campaign against Republicans whose philosophies or 
policies may contradict yours? If so, how does this sit 
with your statement that the Republican Party is broad 
enough for all views? 

THE PRESIDENT: I expect to be campaigning 
very hard for my own re-election in 1976. I will, of 
course, urge thatvoters in every state support those 
candidates who believe as I do, that we have got to 
hold a line on and restrain excessive Federal spending. 

My enthusiasm for an individual candidate will, 
of course, depend upon his strong support for my policy 
of fiscal restraint, but I am not going to pass judgment 
today on individuals,whether in one party or another. 

QUESTION: Does this. mean then that there is a 
possibility that during that campajgn you could come 
out openly in support of a Democrat as ·opposed to a 
Republican? 

THE PRESIDENT: I believe in the need for the 
country to have individual Members of the House and 
Senate who believe that these massive Federal spending 
programs are bad for America. 

I certainly will look with favor on anyone who 
believes as I do, that we cannot spend ourself into 
prosperity. A tax cut approach is a far better way, 
and that massive spending programs are not good for 
America. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you now head an 
Administration which came to power on a strong law and 
order platform, but the crime rate since 1969 has done 
nothing but go up and the statistics include crimes at 
the highest levels of government. 

My question is, whether you think it would be 
fair for the Democrats to charge that this Administration 
is soft on crime, or at least is incapable of dealing 
with the problem? 

THE PRESIDENT: Unfortunately, for the country 
the crime rate has been increasing for the last ten or 
15 years, whether it was under a Democratic adminis
tration, under President Kennedy or President Johnson, 
or, except for, I think, one year under the former Preoiaent, 
the crime rate has been going up. I don't think it is 
a partisan issue. 
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It is my judgment that we have to max1m1ze 
our efforts--the Federal Government, state government 
and local units of government--to try and have 
proper enforcement of the law, which includes the 
prosecution of people who violate the law. 

I can only assure you that to the extent that 
the Federal Government can do something about it, we -
this Administration --will do it. The facts of life 
are that most law enforcement is the local responsibility. 

Through the Law Enforcement Assistance Act, the 
Federal Government has been spending for the last several 
years around $800 million to help local units of government, 
state units of government in the upgrading of their law 
enforcement capability, helping police departments, 
helping sheriff's departments, helping the courts, and 
will continue to do it. 

But, the principal responsibility rests at the 
local level. 

QUESTION: Will you be able to spend any more 
money under your proposition that the line has to be 
drawn somewhere on fighting the crime problem? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think in the budget I submitted, 
there is ample money for a Federal effort to carry out 
the Federal role in the area of law enforcement. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you spoke a few 
minutes ago about being frustrated by the limitation of 
the War Powers Act. If it were not forbidden now, would 
you like to send American planes and Naval forces and 
possibly ground forces into Vietnam to try to turn the 
situation around? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have said that there are no 
plans whatsoever for U.S. military involvement in 
Vietnam. On the other hand, I think history does prove 
that if a Chief Executive has a potential to, it, to 
some extent, is a deterrent against aggressors • 

. QUESTION: So, that is your frustration, because 
you do not have that power to at least threaten the 
possibility? 

THE PRESIDENT: I did not use the word nthreat." 
I said the potential for power, I think, over the years 
has indicated that that potential is a deterrent 
against aggression by one country against another. 
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QUESTION: Mr •. President, in view of the 
possible pr:tD.r.:.ry entries' by Governor Reagan and 
perhaps Gow?.:.:'nOT' 'l:'ho:.up:;on of New Hampshi:='e, would you 
be good enough tc. di~:-;cuss your own timet:Ztble'Z 

Wh..:n t,•:i.ll you set up your• er:,mn5:t-te~, r:;pecifically, 
and C·:!n you c:-lso tell v.r:~, do 7/0U pl::in t() en~.a:t' any 
pri:r ... ;-.ri.es your·::;E"::tf, or through a stand-in candidate? 

THE PRESIDENT: We have not defined our precise 
timetable, nor ou~ precise plans for the pre-convention 
campaign. \tle ar-e in the process of putting together 
OUl' t i;netable and our plans. I have sai0. repea:i.~edly that 
I i::1te;1d to be a candidate, but I have m~cle -r1o r:ategorical 
announ::.:ement to that effect. But, the matter is not 
being neglected. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, in light of current 
concerns regarding the assassination of President 
Kennedy and the recent showings of the Zapruder films, 
do you still have the same confidence in the finding 
of the Warren Commission that you had as a Member of that 
Commission? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think you have to read very 
carefully what the Warren Commission said. And I, 
as a member of the Warren Commission, helped to 
participate in the drafting of the language. We said that 
Lee Harvey Oswald was the assassin. We said that the 
Commission had found no evidence of a conspiracy, foreign 
or domestic. 

Those words were very carefully drafted. And 
so far, I have seen no evidence that would dispute the 
conclusions to which we came. 

We were most careful because in 1963 and 1964, 
when we most carefully analyzed all the evidence available, 
there was none of the involvement of anybody or 
anybody as a group, in the assassination. 

It is my understanding that the Rockefeller 
Commission may, if the facts seem to justify it, take 
a look at it, at the problem, and I suspect that the 
House and Senate committees that are currently investi
gating CIA history may do the same. 

But the Commission was right when it made 
its determination and it was accurate, at least to 
this point -- I want to re-emphasize that -- as to 
the evidence that we saw. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, some people are saying 
this week that despite all our massive aid in Vietnam 
and all the lives that were lost there,that the whole 
thing has come to nothing. 

Now, how do you feel about this, and do you 
think there is any lesson to be learned in what has· 
been happening over there? 

THE PRESIDENT: I believe that the program of 
the previous four or five .Presidents-- President Kennedy, 
Presiden~ Johnson, President Nixon, and myself.--
were aimed at the -- in the right direction, that we 
should help those people who are willing to fight for 
freedom for themselves. 

That was a sound policy. Unfortunately, 
events that were beyond our control as a country have 
made it appear that that policy was wrong. I still 
believe that policy was right if the United States 
had carried it out. as we promised to do at the time 
of the Paris peace accords where we promised, with the 
signing of the Paris peace accords,that we would make 
military hardware available to the South Vietnamese 
government on a replacement, one-for-one basis. Unfortunately, 
we did not carry out that promise. 
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QUESTION: Are you blaming Congress for this, then? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not assessing blame on 
anyone. The facts are that in fiscal year 1974, there 
was a substantial reduction made by the Congress in the 
amount of military equipment requested for South Vietnam. 

In fiscal year 1975, the current fiscal year, 
the Administration asked for $1 billion 400 million 
in military assistance for South Vietnam. Congress put 
a ceiling of $1 billion on it and actually appropriated 
only $700 million. 

Those are the facts. I think it is up to the 
American people to pass judgment on who was at fault or 
where the blame may rest. That is a current judgment. 

I think historians, in the future, will write 
who was to blame in this tragic situation. But the 
American people ought to know the facts and the facts 
are as I have indicated. 

I think it is a great tragedy, what we are seeing 
in Vietnam today. I think it could have been avoided. But 
I am not going to point a finger. The American people 
will make that judgment. I think it is more important 
for me and the American people and the Congress, in the 
weeks and months ahead, to do what we can to work 
together to meet the problems of the future. 

That is what I intend to do, and I will go more 
than half way with the Congress in seeking to achieve that 
result. I think we have the capability in America. I 
think we have the will to overcome what appears to be a 
disaster in Southeast Asia. To the extent that I can, 
I hope to give that leadership. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, regardless of what 
caused it, it seems apparent that for the first time in 
our Nation's history, the enemy is about to win a war 
where Americans fought and died. Do you think those 
55,000 lives were wasted? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do not think they were 
wasted, providing the United States had carried out the 
solemn commitments that were made in Paris. At the time 
American fighting was stopped in South Vietnam, at a 
time when the agreement provided that all of our troops 
should be withdrawn, that all of our POW's should be 
returned, if we had carried out the commitments that 
were made at that time, the tragic sacrifices that were 
made by many -- those who were killed, those who were 
wounded -- would not have been in vain. 

When I see us not carrying through, then it 
raises a quite different question. 

QUESTION: Is that a yes, then, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT: I still think there is an 
opportunity to salvage the situation in Vietnam, and if 
we salvage it, giving the South ·vietnamese an opportunity 
to fight for their freedom, which I think they are anxious 
to do,if given an honest opportunity, then there was not 
a sacrifice that was inappropriate or unwise. 

QUESTION: Good afternoon, Mr. President. 

In a speech you are going to deliver here in 
San Diego this afternoon, you warn against the fatalism, 
despair and the prophets of doom. Yet, as I look 
back over the past eight months or a year -- and I don't 
mean to suggest that these are in any way your respon
sibility or fault -- I have a laundry list which cites 
Portugal as having a leftist government raising serious 
questions about its future in NATO. 

Greece and Turkey are at each other's throats, 
threatening the Southern flanks of that alliance. We 
are familiar that Secretary Kissinger's mission failed in 
his peace talks with Egypt, and Israel, and we don't need 
to rehash the situation in Cambodia and South Vietnam. 

That being the case, sir, how can you say 
that the 'world outlook -- and particularly as you 
address it in your speech next week on the state of the 
world -- is any~hing but bleak for the United States 
when many of the minuses which I cited are actually 
plusses for the Soviets? 
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THE PRESIDENT: The speech that I am giving to 
Congress and to the American people next week will deal 
with many of the problems that you have raised. I 
think we do face a crisis, but I am optimistic that if 
the Congress joins with me, ard the American people support 
the Congress and me, as President, we can overcome those 
difficulties. 

We can play a constructive role in Portugal; 
not interfering with their internal decisions, but 
Portugal is an important ally in Western Europe. We can 
find ways to solve the problem in Cyprus and hopefully 
keep both Greece and Turkey strong and viable members 
of NATO. 

We can, despite the difficulties that trans
pired in the Middle East in the last several weeks, find 
a way to keep a peace movement moving in that very 
volatile area. 

It may mean -- and probably does -- that we 
will have to . take the problem to Geneva. I would have 
preferred it otherwise, but the facts are that if 
Congress and the American people and the President work 
together -- as I expect they will -- then in my judgment, 
those disappointments can become plusses. 

QUESTION: But, sir, can you cite any specific 
reasons for the optimism you express? 

THE PRESIDENT: The historical character of the 
American people, that is the main ingredient that in my 
judgment,will take America from. the disappointments of 
the present to the optimism of the future. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, very much. 

END (AT 12:45 P.M. PDT) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Will you please sit down. 
Good evening. 

Miss Thomas? 

QUESTION: What are the lessons of Vietnam 
in terms of the Presidency, the Congress and theAmerican 
people in terms of secret diplomacy and fighting a 
land war in Asia, and also, would you welcome a 
Congressional inquiry into how we got in and how we 
got out of Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss Thomas, the war in 
Vietnam is over. It was sad and tragic in many 
respects. I think it would be unfortunate for us to 
rehash allegations as to individuals that might be 
to blame or Administrations that might be at fault. 

It seems to me that it is over. We ought 
to look ahead, and I think a Congressional inquiry 
at this time would only be divisive and not helpful. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, may I ask you, then, 
don't you think we can learn from the past? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss Thomas, I think the 
lessons of the past in Vietnam have already been 
learned, learned by Presidents, learned by Congress, 
learned by the American people, and we should have 
our focus on the future. As far as I am concerned, 
that is where we will concentrate. 

Miss Lewine? 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, your forthcoming 
meetings with Egyptian President Sadat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Rabin, do they represent the 
beginning of a new American-led negotiation in the 
Middle East toward a peace settlement? 

THE PRESIDENT: They do not represent a 
new negotiating process. I am meeting with President 
Sadat and Prime Minister Rabin for the purpose of 
getting from them any recommendations they might 
have as to how we can maintain the peace in the Middle 
East, how we can come to some final settlement that 
will be beneficial to all of the parties. 

We are inthe process of reassessing our 
Middle East policy, and they can make a very 
valuable contribution with their on-the-spot 
recommendations. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, do you now see any 
hopeful signs that there is any movement there off 
dead center? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am always optimistic. I 
believe that the leaders of all of the countries, both 
Arab and Israeli, as well as others, recognize the 
seriousness of any new military engagement in the 
Middle East and the ramifications that might come 
from it. 

So, I am optimistic that as we try to move 
ahead aimed at avoiding a stalemate, avoiding stagnation, 
that we can work with other countries in order to ensure 
the peace and a settlement that will be satisfactory to 
all parties. 
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and letters; 34 on gun control CON - 181 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, you have been reported 
as being damned mad about the adverse reaction of the American 
people to the Vietnamese refugees. I would like to ask 
you how do you explain that reaction? What in your 
judgment is the cause of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Lisagor, I am primarily 
very upset, because the United States has had a long 
tradition of opening its doors to immigrants from 
all countries. We are a country built by immigrants 
from all areas of the world and we have always been a 
humanitarian Nation. 

And when I read or heard some of the comments 
made a few days ago, I was disappointed and very upset. 
I was encouraged this afternoon, however. I understand 
that the Executive Committee of the AFL-CIO passed 
a resolution urging that the United States open its 
doors and make opportunities available for the South 
Vietnamese who have been dr.iven or escaped from their 
country. 

I understand that the American Jewish Committee 
has likewise passed a resolution this afternoon endorsing 
the policy of making opportunities available in the United 
States for South Vietnamese. And I am very proud of 
those Governors, like Governor Pryor of Arkansas, 
Governor Askew of Florida, Governor Longley of Maine, 
Governor Evans of Washington, Governor Ariyoshi of 
Hawaii, as well as Mayor Alioto, who have communicated 
with me and indicated their support for a policy of 
giving the opportunity of South Vietnamese to come from 
this country to escape the possibility of death in their 
country under the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong, 
and individuals who wanted an opportunity for freedom. 

I think this is the right attitude for 
Americans to take and I am delighted for the support 
that I have gotten. 
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QUESTION: Could I follow that and ask you, why .. in 
your judgment is there such a widespread adverse reaction 
to this? 

THE PRESIDENT: I understand the attitude of some. 
We have serious economic problems. But out of the 120,000 
refugees who are either here or on their way, 60 percent 
of those are children. They ought to be given an oppor
tunity. Only 35,000 heads of families will be moved into 
our total society. 

Now I understand people 'tvho are concerned with 
our economic problems, but we have assimilated between 
50,000 and 100,000 Hungarians in the mid-50s and we have 
brought into this country some 500,000 to 600,000 Cubans. 
They have been good citizens and we ought to welcome these 
people in the same way, and despite our economic problems 
I am convinced that the vast majority of Americans today 
want these people to have another opportunity to escape 
the probability of death, and therefore I applaud those 
who feel that way. 

QUESTION: 11r. President, I would like to ask 
a political question. What steps have you taken so far 
toward the creation of a campaign organization in 1976, 
and if you haven't taken any steps,what steps do you plan 
to take in the future, and when do you plan to take them? 

THE PRESIDENT: Hi thin the last week a group 
headed by Dean Burch have indicated that they would like 
to get started in a very informal way to kick off a 
campaign at the proper time. This group is meeting within 
the next few days, I understand. They expect to get a 
great many more who will join them. 

The precise time when we will take the formal 
step to declare my candidacy has not yet been determined, 
but I would only reiterate my intention to become a candidate. 

QUESTION: Hr. President, you have said many times 
that you intend to become a candidate and yet there seems 
to be continual skepticism in some quarters of your own 
party that you really will be. vfuy do you think that 
skepticism has endured? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am surprised myself that there 
is any skepticism. I know my intention. I have said it 
repeatedly, as you have indicated. I intend to be a candi
date. I believe that I have the best opportunity to solidify 
the Republican Party~ getting strength from both the right 
as well as the left within the Republican spectrum and to 
put on a good campaign against the individual that the 
Democratic Party nominates. 

There should be no skepticism about my intention. 
I will be at the proper time a candidate in a legal sense 
and no one should feel otherwise. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, if I could follow 
that up. Will you this year be going out and speaking 
at Republican gatherings doing the kind of political 
things that Presidents often do in the year before they 
run for election? 

THE PRESIDENT: I undoubtedly will .make an 
effort to help the Republican Party. I think that 
is a proper function for a President. I did it a week 
or so ago for the Republican Party in the State of 
Virginia and I will do similar activities in the 
future. 

But that effort will be aimed at helping the 
party. We need a strong two-party system and I have 
a responsibility to try and help the Republican 
Party. 

Miss McGrory, may I congratulate you on your 
Pulitzer Prize, and I am delighted to recognize you. 

QUESTION: Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

I was wondering if now that the war is over 
for everybody and we are admitting many thousands of 
Vietnamese, including, we are told, some young men 
who did not obey their country's draft laws, have 
you reconsidered your position on amnesty towards young 
Americans? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss McGrory, about six months 
ago, I initiated a program under former Congressman 
CharlesGoodell and a group of eight others, to grant 
relief, or amnesty, to some 120,000 individuals 
who were either deserters or did not comply with the 
Selective Service laws. 

As I recollect, up to a week or so ago, 
approximately 30,000 out of that group had applied. 
I assume that most of them will have a change in their 
status. I hope so. 

And therefore, I have taken, I think, a step 
that was right. It is a good program and I just wish 
that more had taken advantage of it. 

At the present time, we are in the process, 
or they, the Commission, are in the process of 
handling the applications. I hope they will expedite 
and be very generous in their consideration of the 
records of those who have applied. 

There is always a chance in the future if the 
facts justify it. 
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QUESTION: Even though the war is over, sir, 
there are many Americans who must still live with the 
agonies that it caused them. I speak primarily of 
those wounded and crippaed and the families of those 
who died. 

In very human and personal terms, how would 
you speak to them about the sacrifices that were made? 

THE PRESIDENT: First, let me say very 
emphatically they made a great sacrifice. The 56,000 
that died and the countless thousands who were 
wounded, I honor and respect them and their contri
bution~ was most significant. I think their contri
bution was not in vain. 

Five Presidents carried out a national 
policy. Six Congresses en~orced that policy, which was 
a policy of our country, and they carried out that 
responsibility as a member of our Armed Forces. 

I think we should praise them, congratulate 
them, and we have an unbelievable commitment to them 
in the future. All we can say is, thank you very much 
for what they have done for freedom. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, you mentioned that 
you spoke to some Virginia Republicans the weekend 
before last and at that time, you said that in 1976 
we will have some excellent results in foreign policy. 
After the past few weeks, we can all use a little good 
news. Can you tell us just what you do expect in 
1976? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think between now 
and the end of 1976 we are going to make progress in 
the negotiations for a SALT II agreement. It hasn't 
been finalized, but the atmosphere is good. 

There is going to be some hard negotiating, 
but I will approach that important meeting with Mr. 
Brezhnev aimed at achieving results, and I think his 
attitude will reflect the same. 

I think you are going to find a greater solidarity 
in Europe. I am going to Europe the latter part of 
this month to strengthen that solidarity and to work on 
a more unified position in solving our joint economic 
problems, in trying to solve the energy problems that 
are serious for all of us. 

It is my judgment that we can move ahead 
even in the Pacific. We will have to not reassess, 
but assess, how we can proceed, but it is my aim to 
tie more closely together South Korea with the United 
States, to reaffirm our commitments to Taiwan, to 
work more closely with Indonesia, with the Philippines, 
and with other Pacific nations. These are the kind of, 
I believe, forward movements in foreign policy that 
will be beneficial in the maintenance of peace. 

MORE 
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QUESTIOH: Hr. President, I would very much like to 
follow that up. Is your job going to be complicated ~Y what 
happened in Southeast Asia? You have gone out of your Hay 
in the past week or two to say the United States will honor 
its foreign commitments. What sort of private feedback 
are you getting in foreign capitals? Is there a lack of 
confidence now? A loss of confidence in the United States? 

THE PRESIDENT: We do get reactions from foreign 
governments wondering what our position will be, asking 
where we will go and what our policy t-Till be. ~Te have 
indicated to our friends that we \vill maintain our commitments. 
vie understand the perception that some countries may have as 
a result of the setback in South Vietnam. But that perception 
is not a reality because the United States is strong 
militarily. 

The United States is strong economically, despite 
our current problems, and we are going to maintain our 
leadership on a worldwide basis, and we v;ant our friends 
to know that vle will stand by them and we want any 
potential adversaries to know that we ~7ill stand up to them. 

QUESTION: l1r. President, there have been 
persistent reports here in Hashington that the-Rockefeller 
Commission is looking into reports that somehow or the other, 
discussions of the assassination of Fidel Castro may have 
someho~..;r triggered the assassination of John Kennedy. Can 
you tell us is there any connection between those two events? 

THE PRESIDENT: I cannot give you the inside 
information on the Rockefeller Commission because I 
established it for the purpose of investigating the CIA 
and making any recommendations concerning it. It is my 
understanding that they are taking a very broad look. Until 
I get their report, I think it would be premature for me to 
make any comment as to precisely where they are going with 
their investigation. 

Now, as a former member of the Warren Commission, 
a commission that I think did a good job, we found as a 
V.Tarren Commission,no connection of anythinp; between Cuba 
and the United States. We found no evidence of a conspiracy, 
foreign or domestic. 

. QUESTION: Mr. President, after eight years of 
a Republican in the White House, there probably will be 
a lot of people Hho next year will say it is time for a 
change. Nov1 v7hat accomplishments can you cite to rebut 
the argument that there should be such a change? 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there ought to be 
a change. I strongly believe that a continuation of the 
basic policies of the last eight years will be good for 
America,and let me take a minute or two to talk about foreign 
policy. 

A Republican Administration ended the war in 
Vietnam. They, withdrew 550,000 American military personnel. 
They brought back all of the POvl' s. The United States 
under a Republican Administration took the first meaningful 
steps in trying to control nuclear arms, and I think we 
are going to have continued success in that area. 

In the domestic area, we have gone through a 
difficult time, but when you look at the overall, a period 
of eight years, I think domestically there will be far more 
pluses than minuses and therefore it is my judgment that 
the American people, if we sell the program properly, we 
will have an excellent opportunity of prevailing in November 
of 1976. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, on the economic issue, 
I assume that is what you are saying; but if the economy 
is at a low ebb next year, if unemployment is about what 
it is now, can you ~:>Yin 1 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think the economic concerns 
in 1976 will be comparable to those today. I think we 
are at the end of the recession. I believe that we can 
look forward to some improvement economically in the third 
and fourth quarters of 1975 and they ought to improve in 
1976. Therefore, in my judgment, we will be looking in 
the future towards better times at home and a good foreign 
policy abroad. 

l10RE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, events in Indochina 
outran the deliberative process of the Congress, and 
you weren't given clearly defined authority to use 
U.S. forces to evacuate there because of Cambodia and 
Vietnam. 

My question goes to the matter of whether 
it was a personal dilemma for you as Commander-in
Chief to use U.S. forces without the expressed con
currence of the Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: Our prime objective, of course, 
both in the evacuation from Phnom Penh and Cambodia and 
in Saigon~ was to bring all Americans out of both 
locations. Now, in the process it did appear to be 
wise, particularly in Saigon, to take out a number of 
South Vietnamese. 

We did that because, number one, we felt 
that a number of these South Vietnamese had been very 
loyal to the United States and deserved an opportunity 
to live in freedom and secondly, the possibility 
existed if we had not brought out some South Vietnamese, 
that there could have been anti-American attitudes 
develop that would have complicated the evacuation of 
our American personnel. 

So, I felt that what we did could be fully 
justified in not only evacuating Americans, but 
evacuating some of the South Vietnamese who wanted to 
come to the United States. 

QUESTION: Secretary Kissinger said that all 
'of the Americans who wanted to leave South Vietnam 

' 

were evacuated, but there may be some reason to believe 
not all were evacuated. Some organizations have, for 
example, reported at least eight missionaries captured 
in the Northern part of South Vietnam. 

So, I am wondering if there is some process 
to che'ck this sort of thing out and what could be done 
about it. 

THE PRESIDENT: We certainly made a maximum 
effort to get every American out. We found in the last 
week that on a certain day they could tell us that there 
were 1,000 Americans that were ready to come out, and 
we would take 300 or 400 out and then the next day we 
would find that a number of other Americans had come 
into Saigon and wanted to get out. 

So, we certainly made a tremendous effort 
to get all Americans out. I am sure there are some 
who are left. At this time, I can't give you the 
specifics as to how we will seek to get any Americans 
who are still there, but we will do all we can to 
achieve that result. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, you praised 
Ambassador Graham Martin's record in Vietnam, and 
you have also defended the evacuation of Vietnamese 
civilians. Yet, there is some evidence that Mr. 
Martin's actions made it impossible for some 
Vietnamese to escape who were longstanding employees 
of the U.S. Government and others were evacuated on 
the basis of their ability to pay. 

Haveyou investigated any of these charges and 
do you still believe that Ambassador Martin's record 
is one of effectiveness? 

THE PRESIDENT: Because of the ability of 
Ambassador Martin to handle a tough situation -- and 
it was very difficult -- we got all Americans out and 
we got roughly 120,000-plus South Vietnamese. 

Now, I am familiar with some individuals who 
are critical of the way in which Ambassador Martin 
handled it. I never had much faith in Monday morning 
quarterbacks or grandstand quarterbacks. I would 
rather put faith in the man who carried out a very 
successful evacuation of Americans and a tremendous 
number of South Vietnamese. 

Rather than be critieal of somebody who 
I think did a good job, I think we ought to praise 
him. If some of these people want to,in hindsight, 
who didn't have the responsibility, criticize him, I think 
we will accept it for what it is worth. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, there has been some 
referencestonight to the economic situation. The overall 
unemployment rate is nine percent but among black 
teenagers and young plac§males and some other minority 
groups it is three times that. What plans do you have 
to cope with the social consequences of that kind of 
unemployment? 

THE PRESIDENT: We are concerned about the 
unemployment of the youth, particularly, and the 
highest percentage, of course, of unemployment 
falls in the black youth group. 

I submitted to the Congress about a month 
ago a request for $450 million, as I recollect, to 
fund a young people's employment program for this 
coming summer. 

Now, unfortunately, the Congress has not 
approved that funding and the steps that have been 
taken, I think, will hamper the possibility of 
getting that funding to meet this problem, and 
they have added about $3 billion over and above 
extra funding that I don't think can be justified. 

If the Congress would approve the request that 
I made for roughly $450 millio~we would be in a position 
right now to do something about the problem that you 
raise. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, the record of 
recent years is that that kind of summer jobs and that 
kind of thing has not prevented tvhat really is a 
chronic long-term problem of 30 percent unemployment 
among young minority groups. What I am really asking 
is this: A great many economists think instead of 
comin~ out of this recession dramatically, we are 
just going to have a long period of stagflation where 
we don't have a really serious situation, but we don't 
have things very well indeed, and this kind of 
chronic unemployment among minority groups just 
persists. 

What I am trying to find out is other than 
summer jobs and that kind of thing, do you think this 
is really a serious problem that the United States ought 
to address and try to do something about and if you 
do, what are your plans for it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I think it is a serious 
problem, but the most important problem is to meet the 
present difficulty which begins with the end of the 
school year, and that is why I think the Congress 
ought to act quickly on the request that I made for 
summer employment. 
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Now, in the long ~un, the best way to get the 
young people properly employed in our economy is to 
have a healthy economy, not a Government-dominated 
economy. I think we are in the process of coming 
out of the recession. I am optimistic in the 
future and when w~ in the third and fourth quarters 
of this year,have the success that I think we are 
going to have, some of the problems will be answered 
that you have raised. 

Mr. Jones? 

QUESTION: You apparently had some intelligence 
reports about a bloodbath in Cambodia. I am wondering 
if you can bring us up to date on anything in this 
area in Cambodia and whether or not there is any 
report of a bloodbath in South Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT: We do have some intelligence 
reports to the effect that in Cambodia some 80 or 90 
former Cambodian officials were executed and,in addi
tion, their wives were executed. 

This is very hard intelligence. That is, I 
think, very factual evidence of the bloodbath that has 
taken place or is in the process of taking place in 
Cambodia. 

Now, a turn to Vietnam. As you know, there 
is a very tight censorship in South Vietnam. The 
news that gets out is pretty heavily controlled by 
the North Vietnamese and by the Viet Cong. So, we really 
don't have the same kind of hard evidence there that 
we have had in Cambodia in the instance that I have 
indicated. 

But 
probability 
fled because 
that if they 

I think probably the best evidence of the 
is that 120,000-plus South Vietnamese 
they knew that the probability existed, 
stayed, their life would be in jeopardy. 

That is the best evidence of what probably 
will take place. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, if I may follow up on 
this, you say you don't have any hard evidence. Do 
you have any report, any intelligence reports that 
indicate this is going on? 

THE PRESIDENT: At the moment, we have not. 

QUESTION: May I ask you something, sir, 
and simply a matter of style and nothing of substance. 
R~ading Mr. Hersey, who has spent a week with you, 
and reading others, you seem to be a kind of a 
peaceful, quiet man, a placid man. Do you ever get 
mad at people? Do you ever chew people out? Do you 
yell? Do you fire people? Do you kick people 
around? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have learned to control my 
temper. I get very upset internally, but I have learned 
that that is not the best way to solve a problem. I 
do have occasional outbursts on the golf course, but 
in dealing with people I have found that the best way to 
meet a P.ersonnel problem or to handle a serious 
matter where a decision has to be made, that if you can 
keep cool, you can make a better decision. I have 
learned that over a long period of time. 

QUESTION: If I may follow up, sir, you 
were described as very angry about those rumors that 
you were going through a political charade and were 
secretly not going to run -- this story in the 
news magazine a week or so ago. How did you express 
yourself? 

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't shout. 

QUESTION: They said you were damn mad. 

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't raise the devil with 
anybody. I simply indicated to my staff that the 
stories were totally untrue, which they are, and that 
no such meeting took place where such a policy was 
outlined by me. 

I found the best way to handle the matter is 
to be.very firm, very calm, but very forthright, 
dealing not only with my staff, but with others. I 
think they understand what I mean by the way I say it, 
but you don't have to shout to do it. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, Attorney General Levi 
has proposed banning of handguns in high crime 
areas, and the Justice Department says that the White 
House cleared that position before he made it clear. 

Does that represent an extension of your 
proposal that the Saturday night specials only be 
controlled? 

THE PRESIDENT: I~ is my understanding that 
the Attorney General, when he made that speech, 
indicated that this was an alternative way of 
meeting the problem created by Saturday night specials. 

It is my understanding that he didn't 
recommend this as the way to handle the problem. I 
think it is a unique approach, and it is being 
discussed with the Department of Justice within our 
Domestic Council, but there is no firm decision on 
whether that approach or any other approach is the 
right way to meet the problem. 

QUESTION: Do you expect effective gun 
control legislation to be passed, and are you going 
to get behind effective control? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not going to re,commend 
the registration of gun owners, and I am not going to 
recommend the registration of guns, or handguns, I 
should say. 

If we can find some responsible way to do 
it other than that approach, we certainly will 
consider them. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, a growing number of 
Americans, lower and middle class, are being priced out of 
the housing market, and now there is new evidence that 
mortgage rates may be turning around, and indeed the FHA has 
increased its rate by half a percentage. Can you tell 
the American people tonight that makers of houses, potential 
buyers of houses -- can you give them any assurance that in 
the next months, the next year or two, more housing will 
be available at relatively moderate prices and that interest 
rates will stay down? 

THE PRESIDENT: The most encouraging development 
in the housing area is the fact that the inflow of deposits 
in the savings and loans has gone up very substantially. It 
is my recollection that in the last reported month about 
$4 billion in deposits flowed into savings and loans and that 
over the last three months it has been a very favorable 
inflow into the S and L's. This means, of course, that there 
is money available for home buyers and it is my judgment 
that once we start the upturn from the present recession 
that the consumer interest in: buying homes will increase 
significantly and with the money available in the S and L's, 
I think the prospects for an upturn in the housing industry 
are very encouraging. 

QUESTION: Do you then approve the FHA increase, 
Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: I approve the increase because if 
you are going to have FHA handling of mortgages, if you are 
going to have the government guarantees, they must be 
competitive with other interest rates, and I happen to think that 
an FHA loan or a VA loan, either are very good, and ~,re want 
those competitive with the regular conventional interest 
rates, and therefore to make them competitive I agreed with 
the decision. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, l'1r. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. 

END (AT 8 : 0 5 P. l-1. EDT) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Let me first set out the basic 
reason& why we welcome the United Kingdom's proposal 
for this meeting at the highest level and why we gave 
it the forte and thought it was ·very timely. We wanted 
to reaffirm the need for undiminished defense efforts 
and to have a general discussion of the problems 
associated with collective defense. 

Second, we wanted an opportunity in this 
Atlantic forum to review the issues on what we have 
called the new agenda: the energy problem and its 
ramifications, the food problem, the interaction of 
national economy. We think, and we very much agree with 
Chancellor Schmidt and others that these problems affect 
the well-being and future of all of the countries of 
the Alliance as much as would a potential military threat. 

Of course, we know that there are other inter
national bodies to deal specifically with these problems, 
but we feel that this political forum is a good and 
suitable one in which to have a broad discussion of the 
approaches .. 

Third, we felt it timely to review the status 
of East-West relations, the progress of our efforts to·· 
achieve meaningful detente with countries of the East. 
This is particularly so because the Geneva Conference 
on Cooperation and Security in Europe is in its decisive 
phase. 

Fourth and finally, there are clearly some 
problems within the Alliance itself. We felt it was 
desirable to have an opportunity to review these where 
appropriate to have some bilateral and private contact. 
Among t~ese problems is the dispute between Greece and 
Turkey and the uncertain developments in Portugal which 
concern us. 
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I have been extremely pleased with the tone 
and contents of the remarks that were made around the 
NATO table. I feel these discussions and numerous 
bilateral contacts -- at the King's dinner last night 
and the Secretary General's luncheon today and the 
final public statement -- fully justified this meeting. 

In terms of our objectives, the common interest 
of all of the allies in a strong defense and in safe
guarding our security by common efforts were reaffirmed, 
and we also recognize that there is much room for 
improvement in this area, including with respect to 
more efficient use of existing resources. 

I think new emphasis has been given to the work 
of the military body of the Alliance. All of us came 
away, in my judgment, with a sense of urgency in dealing 
with the items on the new agenda and we were especially 
pleased to hear Chancellor Schmidt's review of these 
issues. 

I think it was a good expression of political 
will by the allies following the recent sessions of IEA 
and OECD. We reaffirm the need for giving detente real 
meaning in terms of the values of our country. We agreed 
to continue the close and full consultations among allies 
and East-West relations as well as continue to pool 
our efforts in on-going negotiations like CSCE and MFR. 

We face Alliance problems in a mature and a quite 
constructive way. I was struck by the fact that all 
allies stress common interest even when, as in the case 
of Greece and Turkey,there exists differences in particular 
instances. It is a measure of the general sense of 
satisfaction with this meeting that quite spontaneously 
there arose sentiment for holding these high level meetings 
at more regular intervals as proposed by Prime Minister 
Trudeau. 

I would strongly support this. We can be 
quite flexible in the precise manner in which such 
meetings are prepared and held, but it is clear that 
there was widespread feeling among allies that contact 
at the highest level, the highest political level, is 
valuable • 

. Finally, I found it noteworthy that many allies 
stress that they did not feel a need of any special 
American reassurance concerning our commitment to the 
Alliance. They stress that they consider our commitment 
firm and vigorous. Their confidence is fully justified. 

With that I will be glad to recognize Mr. Cormier. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, the NATO communique laid 
heavy emphasis on military preparedness, and I wonder if this 
reflects any misgivings about the future of detente? 

THE PRESIDENT: I certainly did not have that 
impression, Mr. Cormier. The feeling was that, by strengthening 
our allied forces, we could be more effective in implementing 
the detente approach. 

On the other hand, any weakening of our military 
forces within the Alliance could make it more difficult to 
proceed with detente between not only the United States 
and the Soviet Union, but between the East and the West, in 
general. 

Ms. Thomas. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, would you use nuclear 
weapons if there was a conventional attack on Europe by 
the Soviet Union? 

THE PRESIDENT: Ms. Thomas, I don't think I should 
discuss military decisions at this time. I think the decision 
of that kind would have to be made in the proper channels. 
I, of course, would not expect, if our strengthening and 
detente prosper, that there would be any need for such a 
hypothetical circumstance developing. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, what do you consider to be 
the most important achievement of your visit to Brussels? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Smith, I think it was extremely 
healthy for the heads of State to get together on this 
occasion because there had been some difficulties, some 
traumatic experiences in Southeast Asia. There were rumors 
to the effect that the United States, because of that 
experience there, was retreating to an isolationist stature. 

It seemed to me that it was wise, under these 
circumstances, for me to come here representing the United 
States and speak, so firmly, so unequivocal!~ as to our com
mitments to the Alliance, but, in addition, the exchange of 
views among the heads of State on the need for close cooperation 
in the economic field -- and I say "the economic field" in 
the broadest sense. 

We recognize that the free world must have a healthy 
economy if·we are to sustain an adequate military stature, 
and it is important, therefore, that we work together to move 
us all out of the recession that has been plaguing us for 
the last few months. And the exchange of views in this area, 
in my judgment, will be helpful in meeting this particular 
challenge. 
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Of course, within the parameters of the economic 
problems, we did follow, on the IEA and the OECD, on the 
questions of energy and other commodities. So, those three 
areas, particularly, plus, I think, the meeting itself gave 
the people of the 15 countries a feeling that unity did 
exist and that we havea solidarity that would continue the 
blessings we had in the last 26 years. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, in your interview with 
the five foreign journalists last week, you expressed your 
concern about Portugal, and I wonder if, after your meeting 
with the Portugal leaders, that concern has been eased or 
not? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Lisagor, we had an extremely 
candid discussion with the Portuguese Prime Minister and his 
colleague. The Portuguese Prime Minister explained the goals 
of the political movement in his country. He explained, in 
some detail, the political setup as it existed and as they 
anticipated it would be for a period in the future. 

I spoke very frankly about the concern of democratic 
forces in Portugal, and I particularly emphasized this because, 
all of us in the Alliance ereeted the revolution that took 
place there about a year ago -- we had much hope, and we had 
much sympathy for the trend that had developed as a result of 
that revolution. 

Equally, however, I did point out the contradiction 
that would arise if Communist elements came to dominate the 
political life of Portugal, and it is my judgment that others 
among the allies had a somewhat similar concern. There is a 
general . agreement that the situation must be watched with 
care and concern, but, also, with deep sympathy and friendship 
of the people of Portugal. 

What I said last week, I think, coincides with what 
I have said today. We are all hopeful, but we have to be 
watchful. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, after the natural 
revamp with Spain, what new proposals have you in mind 
to save the American-Spanish agreement? 

THE PRESIDENT: We will be negotiating, of 
course, with the Spanish Government for the extension of 
base rights and the bilateral relationship. I don't 
think it is proper for me at this time to get into the 
details of those negotiations and the talks that will 
take place tomorrow. 

I might, since the question was raised about 
Spain, indicate the situation as it developed here in the 
last 24 or 36 hours. As I think most of you know, I 
believe very strongly that the role played by Spain 
through its contribution to Western defense by its 
bilateral u.s. defense relations is an important one. 
The bilateral relations that the United States has with 
Spain, as we see it, does contribute significantly to 
the defense of the West. 

Without speaking personally for any one of 
the other allies, I think this is an understood fact and 
hopefully, therefore, the negotiations that you speak 
of can be concluded successfully. 

Now, if I could add one other comment vis-a-vis 
Spain and the allies, we, the United States, continue 
to favor a Spanish relationship with the Alliance. We 
think this is important even though we recognize the 
unlikelihood of it taking place in the future or the 
immediate future. But it is an issue that the Alliance 
must face and we hope that as time moves on there will 
be a better understanding of it and hopefully a developing 
relationship. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, in your address to 
the NATO Conference, you talk about partial membership 
or special arrangements in the Alliance, and we all know 
that Greece has a special arrangement now and that 
France has a special arrangement now. 

Could you tell us the differences as you see 
them between those two relationships and what ought to 
be done with them? 

. THE PRESIDENT: Well, the comment that was 
included in my prepared text did not refer to France's 
permanent relationship. The comment on the text has 
specific relationship to the circumstances involving 
Greece. 
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As you know, following the Cyprus difficulties 
of last summer, Greece made a decision to terminate its 
previous relationship with the allies. It is now in a 
different relationship than any one of the others in the 
Alliance. It is a relationship, however, that we hope 
once the Greek-Turkish dispute is resolved over Cyprus 
that Greece will return to its previous status within 
the Alliance, and, of course, the meetings that have 
been held between Greece and Turkey over the last several 
months and the meeting that the foreign ministers of 
Greece and Turkey are having tomorrow, will hopefully lead 
to some progress in this dispute. 

If that progress materializes--the dispute is 
settled--we are most hopeful that Greece will return to 
its permanent previous relationship within the Alliance. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, the NATO communique 
refers to the need for deed in terms of the accomplishments 
projected for the European Security Conference, and you 
also have referred to that, sir. Also, we have the 
problem of the SALT negotiations to be concluded. 

Do you think, sir, there is any risk that the 
timetable may be upset which could affect the meeting 
of the Summit Conference in Washington with Secretary 
Brezhnev? 

THE PRESIDENT: The CSCE negotiations are 
reaching a point where there is some reasons for optimism. 
There are some points that must be resolved, but progress 
is being made. 

I am not in a position to forecast when the 
final agreement will be achieved, if it is, but there is 
a possibility that the time schedule of several months 
ago might materialize, and if it does, then I think the 
follow-on SALT II meeting in Washington can also be on 
schedule. But in both cases there is no final agreement, 
so I hesitate to be precise as to a date in either case. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, in your head-to-head 
talks with some of the leaders from the other nations, 
did you carry the ball in the discussions or did you 
rely on Secretary Kissinger to do most of the talking? 

THE PRESIDENT: Most bilateral discussions between 
myself arid the heads of State were carried out in the 
traditional fashion. In each case, the foreign minister 
representing the other government and Secretary Kissinger 
were present. They were constructive. They were, I think, 
a free discussion where the parties there fully participated. 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, in your meetings with the 
full Council and the individual heads of Stat~ of Government, 
did there come up in the conversation the difficulties you 
have had in trying to get a Middle East peace settlement, and 
did you come away with the feeling that you would have support 
of the member nations in your efforts in Vienna with President 
Sadat and later in Washington with Rabin? 

THE PRESIDENT:. In almost every bilateral meeting, 
the question of the Middle East did come up. In each instance, 
we gave our reassessment procedure. We indicated that I was 
meeting with President Sadat in Salzburg and then subsequently 
meeting with Prime Minister Rabin in Washington. We pointed 
out the three alternatives that have been well written about. 
We indicated that any views or recommendations that might be 
made by the heads of State or the foreign ministers would be 
most welcome. 

We did reemphasize that our objective. in the Middle 
East peace,that we could not tolerate stagnation or a 
stalemate. We felt that movement was essential.· And the recommen
dations that I do make sometime the latter part of June, early 
July, will be a position of movement aimed at the objective 
of a secure peace in the Middle East, and I think the feeling 
of the allies here was one of supportive of the general 
objectives without getting into any of the procedures or the 
details. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

END (AT 2:51 P.M. EDT) 
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THE PRESIDENT: Will you please sit down. 
Good evening. 

Miss Thomas? 

/L~~~ ~ QUESTION: What are the lessons of Vietnam 
: ~ ~ in term f the Presidency, the Congress and theAmerican 
~~ people in terms of secret diplomacy and fighting a 

land war in Asia, and also, would you welcome a 
Congressional inquiry into how we got in and how we 
got out of Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss Thomas, the war in 
Vietnam is over. It was sad and tragic in many 
respects. I think it would be unfortunate for us to 
rehash allegations as to individuals that might be 
to blame or Administrations that might be at fault. 

It seems to me that it is over. We ought 
to look ahead, and I think a Congressional inquiry 
at thi s time would only be divisive and not helpful. 

~ QUESTION: Mr. President, may I ask you, then, 
don'~u think we can learn from the past? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss Thomas, I think the 
lessons of the past in Vietnam have already been 
learned, learned by Presidents, learned by Congress, 
learned by the American people, and we should have 
our focus on the future. As far as I am concerned, 
that is where we will concentrate. 

Miss Lewine? 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, you~ forthcoming 
meetings with Egyptian President Sadat and Israeli t2 
Prime Minister Rabin, do they represent the 
beginning of a new American-led ·negotiation in the 
Middle East toward a peace settlement? 

THE PRESIDENT: They do not represent a 
new negotiating process. I am meeting with President 
Sadat and Prime Minister Rabin for the purpose of 
getting from them any recommendations they might 
have as to how we can maintain the peace in the Middle 
East, how we can come to some final settlement that 
will be beneficial to all of the parties. 

We are in the process of reassessing our 
Middle East policy, and they can make a very 
valuable contribution with their on-the-spot 
recommendations. 

¥: QUESTION: Mr. President, do you now see any 
opeful signs that there is any movement there off 
ead center? 

THE PRESIDENT: I am always optimistic. I 
believe that the leaders of all of the countries, both 
Arab and Israeli, as well as others, recognize the 
seriousness of any new military engagement in the 
Middle East and the ramifications that might come 
from it. 

So, I am optimistic that as we try to move 
ahead aimed at avoiding a stalemate, avoiding stagnation, 
that we can work with other countries in order to ensure 
the peace and a settlement that will be satisfactory to 
all parties. 

MORE 
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~A·~~~UESTION: Mr. President, you have been reported 
' ~ d~ned mad about the adverse reaction of the American 

people to the Vietnamese refugees. I would like to ask 
you how do you explain that reaction? What in your 
judgment is the cause of that? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Lisagor, I am primarily 
very upset,because the United States has had a long 
tradition of opening its doors to immigrants from 
all countries. We are a country built by immigrants 
from all areas of the world and we have always been a 
humanitarian Nation. 

And when I read or heard some of the comments 
made a few days ago, I was disappointed ~nd very upset. 
I was encouraged this afternoon, however. I understand 
that the Executive Committee of the AFL-CIO passed 
a resolution urging that the United States open its 
doors and make opportunities available for the South 
Vietnamese who have been dr.iven or escaped from their 
country. 

I understand that the American Jewish Committee 
has likewise passed a resolution this afternoon endorsing 
the policy of making opportunities available in the United 
States for South Vietnamese. And I am very proud of 
those Governors, like Governor Pryor of Arkansas, 
Governor Askew of Florida, Governor Longley of Maine, 
Governor Evans of Washington, Governor Ariyoshi of 
Hawaii, as well as Mayor Alioto, who have communicated 
with me and indicated their support for a policy of 
giving the opportunity of South Vietnamese to come from 
this country to escape the possibility of death in their 
country under the North Vietnamese and the Viet Cong, 
and individuals who wanted an opportunity for freedom. 

I think this is the right attitude for 
Americans to take and I am delighted for the support 
that I have gotten. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Could I follow that and ask you, why .. in 
judgment is there such a widespread adverse reaction 

this? 

THE PRESIDENT: I understand the attitude of some. 
We have serious economic problems. But out of the 120,000 
refugees who are either here or on their way, 60 percent 
of those are children. They ought to be given an oppor
tunity. Only 35,000 heads of families will be moved into 
our total society. 

Now I understand people who are concerned with 
our economic problems, but we have assimilated between 
50,000 and 100,000 Hungarians in the mid-50s and we have 
brought into this country some 500,000 to 600,000 Cubans. 
They have been good citizens and we ought to welcome these 
people in the same way, and despite our economic problems 
I am convinced that the vast majority of Americans today 
want these people to have another opportunity to escape 

"' the probability of death, and therefore I applaud those 
~who feel that way. 

'-- -

1 0 
( 

/ 

T ON: Mr. President, I would like to ask 
a political question. What steps have you taken so far 
toward the creation of a campaign organization in 1976, 
and if you haven't taken any steps,what steps do you plan 
to take in t~ future, and when do you plan to take them? 

~ 'J:hE PRESIDENT: IIi thin the last week a ~roup 
headed by ~an Burch have indicated that they would like 
to get started in a very informal way to kick off a 
campaign at the proper time. This group is meeting within 

he next few days, I understand. They expect to get a 
great many more who will join them. 

The precise time when we will take the formal 
step to declare my candidacy has not yet been determined, 
but I would only reiterate my intention to become a candidate. 

~: Hr. President, you have said many times 
that you intend to become a candidate and yet there seems 
to be continual skepticism in some quarters of your own 
party that you really will be. ~fuy do you think that 
skepticism has endured? 

/ · THE PRESIDENT: I am surprised myself that there 
~ is any skepticism. I know my intention. I have said it 
' repeatedly, as you have indicated. I intend to be a candi

date. I believe that I have the best opportunity to solidify 
the Republican Party~ getting strength from both the right 
as well as the left within the Republican spectrum and to 
put on a good campaign against the individual that the 
Democratic Party nominates. 

There should be no skepticism about my intention. 
I will be at the proper time a candidate in a legal sense 
and no one should feel otherwise. 

HORE 
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~N~-v Mr. President, if I could follow 
that up. Will you this year be going out and speaking 
at Republican gatherings doing the kind of political 

' ~ things that Presidents often do in the year before they 
[ ,, ~ run for election? 

~ ~ THE PRESIDENT: I undoubtedly will make an 

I , effort to help the Republican Party. I think that 

Y is a proper function for a President. I did it a week 
or so ago for the Republican Party in the State of 
Virginia and I will do similar activities in the 
future. 

J ) 
1/ 

But that effort will be aimed at helping the 
party. We need a strong two-party system and I have 
a responsibility to try and help the Republican 
Party. 

Miss McGrory, may I cqngratulate you on your 
Pulitzer Pri~e~a~d - I am delighted to recognize you. 

~~~ t-QUjif/fiOO:~ you very much, Mr. President. 

~ CJ I was wondering if now that the war is over 
for everybody and we are admitting many thousands of 
Vietnamese, including, we are told, some young men 
who did not obey their country's draft laws, have 
you reconsidered your position on amnesty towards young 
Americans? 

THE PRESIDENT: Miss McGrory, about six months 
ago, I initiated a program under former Congressman 
Charles Goodell and a group of eight others, to grant 
relief, or amnesty, to some 120,000 individuals 
who were either deserters or did not comply with the 
Selective Service laws. 

As I recollect, up to a week or so ago, 
approximately 30,000 out of that group had applied. 
I assume that most of them will have a change in their 
status. I hope so. 

And therefore, I have taken, I think, a step 
that was right. It is a good program and I just wish 
that more had taken advantage of it. 

At the present time, we are in the process, 
or they, the Commission, are in the process of 
handling the applications. I hope they will expedite 
and be very generous in their consideration of the 
records of those who have applied. 

There is always a chance in the future if the 
facts justify it. 

MORE 
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J yt '1 QUESTfo : Even though the war is over, sir, 
u there are many Americans who must still live with the 

+~ agonies that it caused them. I speak primarily of 
~~ those wounded and crippaed and the families of those 
JJ who died. 

In very human and personal terms, how would 
you speak to them about the sacrifices that were made? 

w 
~ THE PRESIDENT: First, let me say very 

emphatically they made a great sacrifice. The 56,000 
that died and the countless thousands who were 
wounded, I honor and respect them and their contri
bution~ was most significant. I think their contri
bution was not in vain. 

Five Presidents carried out a national 
policy. Six Congresses endorced that policy, which was 
a policy of our country, and they carried out that 
responsibility as a member of our Armed Forces. 

I think we should praise them, congratulate 
them, and we have an unbelievable commitment to them 
in the future. All we can say is, thank you very much 
for what they have done for freedom. 

-----~ ~~QUESTION: Mr. President, you mentioned that 
you spoke to some Virginia Republicans the weekend 
before last and at that time, you said that in 1976 
we will have some excellent results in foreign policy. 
After the past few weeks, we can all use a little good 
news. Can you tell us just what you do expect in 
1976? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, I think between now 
and the end of 1976 we are going to make progress in 
the negotiations for a SALT II agreement. It hasn't 
been finalized, but the atmosphere is good. ~~ 

fV~ There is going to be some hard negotiating, 
~ . but I will approach that important meeting with Mr. 

Brezhnev aimed at achieving results, and I think his 
• ~ttitude will reflect the same. 

n~ I think you are going to find a greater solidarity 
in Europe. I am going to Europe the latter part of 
this month to strengthen that solidarity and to work on 
a more unified position in solving our joint economic 
problems, in trying to solve the energy problems that 
are serious for all of us. 

I , , ~ It is my judgment that we can move ahead 
~· :~en in the Pacific. We will have to not reassess, 
~ but assess, how we can proceed, but it is my aim to 

J tie more closely together South Korea with the United 
~ • States, to reaffirm our commitments to Taiwan, to 
n l , ~ work more closely with Indonesia, with the Philippines, 

~ 

~ and with other Pacific nations. These are the kind of, 
I believe, forward movements in foreign policy that 
will be beneficial in the maintenance of peace. 
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(_}(},; Q~U: Mr. ~r¥}A~qt~fi. \iQJllSJ. VA~~u~lj.~ t9 
follow that~~ ~~~~itotfig~ ~c~~tca-c~sy-what' 
happened in Southeast A§ia? You have gone out of your 1t1ay 
in the past week or two to say the United States will honor 
its foreign commitments. What sort of private feedback 
are you getting in foreign capitals? Is there a lack of 
confidence now? A loss of confidence in the United States? 

THE PRESIDENT: We do get reactions from foreign 
governments wondering what our position will be, asking 
where we will go and what our policy l·dll be. We have 
indicated to our friends that we will maintain our commitments. 
v1e understand the perception that some countries may have as 
a result of the setback in South Vietnam. But that perception 
is not a reality because the United States is strong 
militarily. 

The United States is strong economically, despite 
our current problems, and we are going to maintain our 
leadership on a worldwide basis, and 't'le want our friends 
to know that \'te will stand by them and we want any 
potential adversaries to know that we will stand up to them. 

~~----~~~~ 
' /) QUESTION: l1r. President, there have been ,

1 
~ rsistent reports here in Hashington that the- Rockefeller 

~ Commission is looking into reports that somehow or the other, 
~ discussions of the assassination of Fidel Castro may have 
/ L )tsomehow triggered the assassination of John Kennedy. Can 
~ t ~ you tell us is there any connection between those two events? 

·: '"'.- , ~ I P.J.{) THE PRESIDENT: I cannot give you the inside 
~~J info~tion on the Rockefeller Commission because I 

established it for the purpose of investigating the CIA 
and making any recommendations concerning it. It is my 
understanding that they are taking a very broad look. Until 
I get their report, I think it would be premature for me to 

~~
. .J mak!y'e any comment as to precisely where they are going Hith 

- their investigation. 

I, Now, as a former member of the Warren Commission, 
commission that I think did a good job, we found as a 

Warren Commission,no connection of anythinR between Cuba 
~~ ~~ /) ~~Ethe United States. We found no evidence of a conspiracy, 
~ign or domestic. 

4 QUESTION: Mr. President, after eight years of 
J. Re'tfoiican in the White House, there probably will be 

lot of people Hho next year will say it is time for a 
change. Now l-7hat accomplishments can you cite to rebut 

_ the argument that there should be such a chan~e? 

MORE 
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THE PRESIDENT: I don't think there ought to be 
a change. I strongly believe that a continuation of the 
basic policies of the last eight years will be good for 
America,and let me take a minute or two to talk about foreign 
policy. 

A Republican Administration ended the war in 
Vietnam. They,withdrew 550,000 American military personnel. 
They brought back all of the POW's. The United States 
under a Republican Administration took the first meaningful 
steps in trying to control nuclear arms, and I think we 
are going to have continued success in that area. 

In the domestic area, we have gone through a 
difficult time, but when you look at the overall, a period 
of eight years, I think domestically there will be far more 
pluses than minuses and therefore it is my judgment that 
the American people, if we sell the program properly, we 
will have an excellent opportunity of prevailing in November 
of 1 

QUESTION: Mr. President, on the economic issue, 
~ I e that is what you are saying; but if the economy 

a low ebb next year, if unemployment is about what 
fs now, can you win? 

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think the economic concerns 
in 1976 will be comparable to those today. I think we 
are at the end of the recession. I believe that we can 
look forward to some improvement economically in the third 
and fourth quarters of 1975 and they ought to improve in 
1976. Therefore, in my judgment, we will be looking in 
the future towards better times at home and a good foreign 
policy abroad. 

~ 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, events in Indochina 
o ran the deliberative process of the Congress, and 
you weren't given clearly defined authority to use 
U.S. forces to evacuate there because of Cambodia and 
Vietnam. 

My question goes to the matter of whether 
it was a personal dilemma for you as Commander-in
Chief to use U.S. forces without the expressed con
currence of the Congress? 

THE PRESIDENT: Our prime objective, of course, 
t both in the evacuation from Phnom Penh and Cambodia and 

in Saigon~ was to bring all Americans out of both 
locations. Now, in the process it did appear to be 
wise, particularly in Saigon, to take out a number of 

tl:uth Vietnamese. 

_We did that because, number one, we felt 
that a number of these South Vietnamese had been very 
loyal to the United States and deserved an opportunity 
to live in freedom and secondly, the possibility 
existed if we had not brought out some South Vietnamese, 
that there could have been anti-American attitudes 
develop that would have complicated the evacuation of 
our American personnel. 

So, I felt that what we did could be fully 
justified in not only evacuating Americans, but 
evacuating some of the South Vietnamese who wanted to 

me to the United States. 

QUESTION: Secretary Kissinger said that all 
Americans who wanted to leave South Vietnam 

were evacuated, but there may be some reason to believe 
not all were evacuated. Some organizations have, for 

~ example, reported at least eight missionaries captured 
~ in the Northern part of South Vietnam. 

-~- ~ So, I am wondering if there is some process 
' ~e'ck this sort of thing out and what could be done 

~ THE PRESIDENT: We certainly made a maximum 
effort to get every American out. We found in the last 
week that on a certain day they could tell us that there 
were 1,000 Americans that were ready to come out, and 
we would take 300 or 400 out and then the next day we 
would find that a number of other Americans had come 
into Saigon and wanted to get out. 

So, we certainly made a tremendous effort 
to get all Americans out. I am sure there are some 
who are left. At this time, I can't give you the 
specifics as to how we will seek to get any Americans 
~ho are still there, but we will do all we can to 
achieve that result. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, you praised 
Ambassador Graham Martin's record in Vietnam, and 
you have also de~ended the evacuation of Vietnamese 
civilians. Yet, there is some evidence that Mr. 
artin's actions made it impossible for some 
ietnamese to escape who were longstanding employees 

of the U.S. Government and others were evacuated on 
the basis of their ability to pay. 

J Have yoo investigated any of these charges and 
~o you still believe that Ambassador Martin's record 
~fne of effectiveness? 

THE PRESIDENT: Because of the ability of 
Ambassador Martin to handle a tough situation -- and 
it was very difficult -- we got all Americans out and 
we got roughly 120,000-plus South Vietnamese. 

Now, I am familiar with some individuals who 
are critical of the way in which Ambassador Martin 
handled it. I never had much faith in Monday morning 
quarterbacks or grandstand quarterbacks. I would 
rather put faith in the man who carried out a very 
successful evacuation of Americans and a tremendous 
nu~er of South Vietnamese. 

~ . . f h Rather than be cr1t1aal o somebody w o 
think did a good job, I think we ought to praise 

im. If some of these people want to,in hindsight, 
ho didn't have the responsibility, criticize him, I think 
e will accept it for what it is worth • . 
I 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, there has been some 
referencestonight to the economic situation. The overall 
unemployment rate is nine percent but among black 
teenagers and young plac§ males and some other minority 
groups it is three times that. What plans do you have 
to cope with the social consequences of that kind of 
unemployment? 

THE PRESIDENT: We are concerned about the 
unemployment of the youth, particularly, and the 

~h~ghest percentage, of course, of unemployment 
1~alls in the black youth group. 

I submitted to the Congress about a month 
ago a request for $450 million, as I recollect, to 
fund a young people's employment program for this 
coming summer. 

Now, unfortunately, the Congress has not 
approved that funding and the steps that have been 
taken, I think, will hamper the possibility of 
getting that funding to meet this problem, and 
they have added about $3 billion over and above 
extra f~nding tha~ I~ think can be justified. 

E 
:f~the Congress would approve the request that 

I ade for roughly $450 millio~we would be in a position 
r ght now to do something about the problem that you 

h QUESTION: . Mr. President, the record of 
t~' / ecent years is that that kind of summer jobs and that 

xind of thing has not prevented what really is a 
'r1 chronic long-term problem of 30 percent unemployment 

V among young minority groups. What I am really asking 

J 
is this: A great many economists think instead of 
coming out of this recession dramatically, we are 

v1 just going to have a long period of stagflation where 
we don't have a really serious situation, but we don't 
have things very well indeed, and this kind of 
chronic unemployment among minority groups just 
persists. 

What I am trying to find out is other than 
summer jobs and that kind of thing, do you think this 
is really· a serious problem that the United States ought 
to address and try to do something about and if you 
do, what are your plans for it? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. I think it is a serious 
problem, but the most important problem is to meet the 
present difficulty which begins with the end of the 
school year, and that is why I think the Congress 
ought to act quickly on the request that I made for 
summer employment. 

MORE 
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Now, in the long run, the best way to get the 
young people properly employed in our economy is to 
have a healthy economy, not a Government-dominated 
economy. I think we are in the process of coming 
out of the recession. I am optimistic in the 
future and when w~ in the third and fourth quarters 
of this year,have the success that I think we are 
going to have, some of the problems will be answered 

you have raised. 

t(/ Mr. Jones? 
1 

_ '~ QUESTION: You apparently had some intelligence 
- ~eports about a bloodbath in Cambodia. I am wondering 

, L~ ff you can bring us up to date on anything in this 
tJ area in Cambodia and whether or not there is any 

~ 

./ I 
... 

report of a bloodbath in South Vietnam? 

THE PRESIDENT: We do have some intelligence 
reports to the effect that in Cambodia some 80 or 90 
former Cambodian officials were executed and,in addi
tion, their wives were executed. 

This is very hard intelligence. That is, I 
think, very factual evidence of the bloodbath that has 
taken place or is in the process of taking place in 
Cambodia. 

Now, a turn to Vietnam. As you knot.J, there 
is a very tight censorship in South Vietnam. The 
news that gets out is pretty heavily controlled by 
the North Vietnamese and by the Viet Cong. So, we really 
don't have the same kind of hard evidence there that 
we have had in Cambodia in the instance that I have 
indicated. 

But 
probability 
fled because 
that if they 

I think probably the best evidence of the 
is that 120,000-plus South Vietnamese 
they knew that the probability existed, 
stayed, their life would be in jeopardy. 

That is the best evidence of what probably 
will take place. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, if I may follow up on 
tbia. you say you don't have any hard evidence. Do 

you have any report, any intelligence reports that 
indicate this is going on? 

THE PRESIDENT: At the moment, we have not. 

QUESTION: May I ask you something, sir, 
and simply a matter of style and nothing of substance. 

) 

~ ~) Reading Mr. Hersey, who has spent a week with you, 
(/- d reading others, you seem to be a kind of a 

peaceful, quiet man, a placid man. Do you ever get 

1 mad at people? Do you ever chew people out? Do you 
\ ~11? Do you fire people? Do you kick people 

~ ound? 

THE PRESIDENT: I have learned to control my 

· that that is not the best way to solve a problem. I 
~ do have occasional outbursts on the golf course, but 

) in dealing with people I have found that the best way to 
p1 1 /meet a p~rsonnel problem or to handle a serious 

matter where a decision has to be made, that if you can 
keep cool, you can make a better decision. I have 
learned that over a long period of time. 

D 
QUESTION: If I may follow up, sir, you 

I ~ were described as very angry about those rumors that 
you were going through a political charade and were 

~ secretly not going to run -- this story in the 
.lrnews magazine a week or so ago. How did you express 
T' yourself? 

l ~ ~ THE PRESIDENT: I didn't shout. 

. ~ QUESTION: They said you were damn mad. 
~v ' ~ , J 

l I THE PRESIDENT: I didn't raise the devil with 
~anybody. I simply indicated to my staff that the 

stories were totally untrue, which they are, and that 
no such meeting took place where such a policy was 
outlined by me. 

I found the best way to handle the matter is 
to be v.ery firm, very calm, but very forthright, 
dealing not only with my staff, but with others. I 
think they understand what I mean by the way I say it, 
but you don't have to shout to do it. 

MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, Attorney General Levi 
has proposed banning of handguns in high crime 
areas, and the Justice Department says that the White 
House cleared that position before he made it clear. 

Does that represent an extension of your 
V proposal that the Saturday night specials only be 

controlled? 

THE PRESIDENT: It is my understanding that 
the Attorney General, when he made that speech, 
indicated that this was an alternative way of 
meeting the problem created by Saturday night specials. 

It is my understanding that he didn't 
recommend this as the way to handle the problem. I 
think it is a unique approach, and it is being 
discussed with the Department of Justice within our 
Domestic Council, but there is no firm decision on 
whether that approach or any other approach is the 
right way to meet the problem. 

QUESTION: Do you expect effective gun 
control legislation to be passed, and are you going 

1
to get behind effective control? 
~ 

THE PRESIDENT: I am not going to recommend 
, ~ th~_ registration of gun owners, and I am not going to 

lr r~end the registration of guns, or handguns, I 
~' \.. ~r $l'lould say. 

l~ \ If we can find some responsible way to do 
it other than that approach, we certainly will 
consider them. 

v~~ MORE 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, a growing number of 
mericans, lower and middle class, are being priced out of 

e housing market, and now there is new evidence that 
tgage rates may be turning around, and indeed the FHA has 

creased its rate by half a percentage. Can you tell 
the American peop~e tonight that makers of houses, potential 
buyers of houses -- can you give them any assurance that in 
the next months, the next year or two, mo_re housing will 
be available at relatively moderate prices and that interest 
rates will stay down? 

THE PRESIDENT: The most encouraging development 
in the housing area is the fact that the inflow of depos'its 

the savings and loans has gone up very substantially. It 
s my recollection that in the last reported month about 
4 billion in deposits flowed into savings and loans and that 

over the last three months it has been a very favorable 
inflow into the S and L's. This means, of course, that there 
is money available for home buyers and it is my judgment 
that once we start the upturn from the present recession 
that the consumer interest in: buying homes will increase 
significantly and with the money available in the S and L's, 
I think the prospects ~or ~-u~tur~ in the housing industry 
are very encoura~g\ J ~ 
/' ~ U S I~ \;;; you then approve the fl!A increase, 

~ ~· id::E PRESIDENT: I approve the increase because if 
~u are going to have FHA handling of mortgages, if you are 

going to have the government guarantees, they must be 
competitive with other interest rates, and I happen to think that 
an FHA loan or a VA loan, either are very good, and we want 
those competitive with the regular conventional interest 
rates, and therefore to make them competitive I agreed with 
the decision. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very, very much. 

END (AT 8:05 P.M. EDT) 




