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July 26, 1976

22T

BEIRUT MN
e
o AR \'&}
M was informed this
WiThed /I0cifea? -~
morning of the departure irom Beirut of\‘ US Navy vesse],

LA
individuals who “ tggleave that
CIRPIT L . pleaseD ell-
city, including United States citizens, wili sy,
? WPkl Y\ .+ $+h's CVecvatiow hag beew Coavrief ou7 ’vcmfg//y‘

I wish to congratulate the officers and men of the Sixth Fleet and

carrying

the members of the U.S, Embassy in Beirut for having arranged
a safe and orderly evacuation of American and other foreign

nationals.

I also wish to express my gratitude and sincere thanks to all

O'Llu"f

* who gave their cooperation to facilitate this departure.
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FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIAYTE 82@2
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 6i4p

GO NP I ODENTTZT A BEIRUT 569

DELIVER TO NEA/ARN/DRAPER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS,
£,0, $465: GOS8

TAGSS PINS, PINT, LE

SUBJECTS 2920 LEBANON REPORT

1o KARAME'S RESIGNATION LAST NIGHT CAME IN WAKE OF,

AND WAS ATTRIBUTED SPECIFICALLY BY HIM TO CONTINUOUS
BREACHES QF THE CEASEFIRES ME MAS BEEN ARRANGING OVER PASY
COUPLE DWZ8, BEYOND AIR STRIKE FRIDAY AFTERNOON, ABOUT
WHICH KARAME PROTESTED BUT WHICH WE FINALLY SEEMED YO
SWALLOW, “0ST RECENT EXAMPLE WAS ALL OQUT DRIVE BY
PHALANGISTY=CHAMOUNIST FORCES | AST NIGHT AGAINST QARANTINA
DISTRICT, IN DARKNESS CAUSED BY ELECTRICITY PAILURE
RESULTING FROM STORM ‘LAST NIGHT, SKY WAS BRIGHTLY LIT
OVER QARANTINA INDICATING LARGE NUMBER OF FIRES, AS

OF THIS “ORNING, PHALANGISTS AREMRLAITANG SUBSTANTIAL
VICTORY THERE, ALTHOUGH THEY ADMIT NUMBER OF PALESTINIAN
LEFTIST OEFENDERS REMAIN, SOMETIMES PUT AS HMIGH AS FIFTY,

2y KARAME RESIGNATION APPEARED TO TAKE FRANGIE AND MANY
OTHERS BY SURPRISE, KARAME REPORTEDLY CONSULTED WITH
NUMBER OF HIS ALLIES AND YASSER ARAFAT BEFORE INFORMING
FRANGIE, ONE OR TwO OF THESE MAS INDICATED TO EMBASSY
THAT ISSUE I8 NOT ENTIRELY CLEAR, PRANGIE RETAINS THE
OPTION OF NOT ACCEPTING RESSIGNATION AND ATTEMPTING

YO PERSUADE KARAME TOD CONTINUE, AND WE DO NOT KNOW EXTENT
TO WHICH SYRIANS HAVE BEEN HEARD FROM DIRECTLY IN TH1S
MATTER, WHILE AS OF THIS WRITING TMERE IS A TEMPORARY
LULL IV CITY FIGHTING) WE MAVE NO INDICATION THAT PAMLANGISTS
NAVE SATISFIED THEMSLEVES ON THEIR MILITARY GAINS OR THAY
FIGHTING WILL NOT RESUME AY WIGH LEVELS,

3¢ IN BOME wAYS KARAME RESIGNATION MORE IMPORYANT SYMBOLICALLY

DECLASSIF} ED
6, Sec. 3.4,
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THAN IN REALITY, PEACE NEGOTIATIONS MAVE BEEN CARRIED

OUT OVER PAST WEEK OR SO DIRECTLY BY FRANGIE WITH ASAD,

MILITARY DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN OCCURRING BETWEEN ARMY AND

YASSER ARAFATIS MAIN LINE PALESTINIANS WITH INTENTION T0

LIMIY PIGHTING TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, THUS, KARAME WHO WAS

CHARGED WITH PUTTING TOGETHMER A MODERATE MOSLEM POSITION BUT

WAS UNABLE TD DO 80 NAD ENDED UP OPERATING SOMEWMAT ON THE FRINGES,
MI$ RESIGNATION I8 AN OBVIOUS INDICATION OF PIGUE, EXASPERATION,
AND PERHAPS CONTAINS AN ELEMENT OF REASSERTING HIMSELF,

:e 1S SCHEDULED TO HOLD A NUMBER OF POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS
ODAY,

4y MEANWHILE, LUCIEN DAHDAM WENT TO DAMASCUS WITH MESSAGE
FROM PRANGIE,

Sy AIRPORT REMAINS CLOSED YODAY, FOUR OFFICIAL AMERICANS
STRANDED THERE ARE SEING WELL LOOKED AFTER,

8, PRESS REPORTS THAT RAYMOND EDDE I8 IN NEW YORK TOOAY AND
PLANS TRIP TO WASHINGTON TO CONSULT WITH U,S, 6OVY

LEADERS,
LAMBRAKIS
8T
RECALLED
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January 21, 1976

LEBANON -~

BACKGROUND: See attached cable on developments on fighting in

Lebanon.

Q. What can you tell us today about developments in Lebanon?
Have we been in touch with concerned parties about the
situation?

A, We are using every channel available to us to see what

can be done to ameliorate the situation in L.ebanon. We feel that

all parties can help the most by encouraging Lebanese to solve

their problems politically, rather than through fighting. It's up

to the Lebanese to work out their own affairs (as the State Department

said yesterday), and we hope they will be able to successfully.
Q. Would you then repudiate the Eisenhower Doctrine by which

we would, under certain circumstances, intervene in Lebanon?

A, Our position on outside intervention has been made clear

here and at the State Department. Yesterday, I understand the

State Department stated that '"we are not giving any consideration

to United States intervention in Lebanon, "

IF PRESSEIj TO REPUDIATE THE DOCTRINI:

I am obviously not going to speculate about what may or may not

happen at some time in the future in some contingencies that we are 7.

)

& i
e

e
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trying very hard to prevent from developing.™ But let me reiterate our

past position; we are opposed to all outside interference in Lebanon.
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DELIVER TO NEA/ARN/DRAPER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS,
 ALSD PASS SECRETARY'S PARTY FOR DAY,
- E,0, 116521 GDS
l TAGS? PINS, PINT, LE
- BUBJECTI POPP LERANON REPORT
. 1,CITY OF DAMOUR FELL TO PALESTINIAN=LEFTIST FORCES
LAST NIGHY, REFUGEES FROM THERE AND CHAMOUNTS NEEIGHBORING
i VILLAGE OF SAADIYAT, WHO REACHED JOUNIEHW BY BOAT THIS
MORNING, APPEAR TO HAVE WAD A SOBERING EFFECT ON MANY
CHRISTYIANS THERE WMO HAVE BEEN ENJOYING MEADY WINE OF
APPARENT PHALANGIST«CHAMOUN MILITARY SUCCESS CAPPED BY
YESTERDAY'S TAKEOVER OF QARANTINA DISTRICT, RIGHTIST
ATTACK ON NABAA DISTRICT DID NOT REPEAT NOT TAKE PLACE
AS MANY FEARED, STORIES OF HEAVY FIGHTING IN BEKAA
AND AKKAR AREAS UP COUNTRY AND PRESENCE THERE nF PLA AND OTHER
PALESTINIAN UNITS ALSO APPEAR TO BE SOBERING CHRISTIAN
RIGHYIST ENTHUSIASM, INFORMATION ON WHAT EXACTLY IS
MAPPENING UP COUNTRY IS, WOWEVER, SLIM, AS TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPH LINES ARE FOR THE MOST PART O0UT,

2, ARRIVAL OF KHADDA,, SHEMABI AND JAWIL FROM DAMASCUS

' YNIS MORMING HAS RAISED OUR HWOPES OF POSSIBLE POLITICAL
SOLUTION, OR AT LEAST SUFFICIENT POLITICAL PROGRESS TO

RESTAIN FURTHER MILITARY ESCALATION, WE WAVE RELIABLE

REPORTS THAT FRANGIE IS CONTINUING TO MEET WITH CHAMOUN,
GEMAYEL AND OTHER TOP CHRISTIAN LEADERS FOR SERIOUS CONSIDERAw
TION OF PROPOSED AGREEMENT WITH SYRIANS, WMO ARE ACTING ON BEMLAF
OF THE MOSLEM SIDE, WE ARE DISTURBED BY PRETTY RELIABLE
INFORMATION THAT AT LEAST CHAMOUN AND PROBABLY ALSO GEMAYEL
ARE STILL UNABLE TO SEIZE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION AND

ARE PUSHING FOR REFERRAL OF MATTER TO THE UN, WHERE U,.S,

p AND DTHWER WESTERN FRIENDS OF THE LEBANON ARE SUPPOSED TO

e
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PRODUCE RECESSARY SOLUTION TO LEBANESE PROBLEWS, WE ARE

"DOING DUR BEST THROUGH A NUMBER OF INTIMATES OF THESE

' LEADERS TO DISSUADE SUCH LINE OF. THINKING AND SUPPORY

(SYRIAN NEDIATION EFFORTS, WHICH WE UNOERSTAND FRANGIE

I8 AY PRESENT PREPARED TO ACCEPT, 1 WAVE NOT PERSONALLY WEIGHED IN
NOR INTEND TO UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD INSTRUCT,

IN WHICH CASE IT COULD BE DONE THROUGH A PERSONAL
OR TELEPMONE CALL WITH FRANGIE,

A et Tt reeeesess COPY

3, ALSD FOR FIRST TIME DATT HAS BEEN TOLD THERF ARE SERIOUS
DOUBTS IN THE MINDS OF YOP MOSLEM ARMY OFFICERS AS TO
ARMY 'S ABILITY TO HANG TOGETHER, RIGHTIST TAKEOVER OF
QARANTINA AND LEFTIST TAKEOVER OF DAMOUR, AGCCOMPANIED

AS THESE WERE BY WIDESPREAD STORIES OF ATROCITIES,

SEEM TO BE WAVING PARTICULARL PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT IN
BRINGING MOME INTERCONFESSIONAL NATURE OF THIS CONFLICT,
AUBYS PRESIDEN KIRKWOOD WAS ON THE PHONE TELLING ME OF
SIMILAR FEARS AMONG FACULTY AND STUDENTS AT AuB

WHD SEE THIS AS BEGINNING OF CHRISTIANMOSLEM FRATRICIDE
BEYOND RIGHMT@LEFT LINES THAT FIGHMTING MAS GENERALLY REEN
BELIEVED TO TAKE UP TO NOW, MAPPILY AUB STUDENT BoDY
(NHICH IS ALMOST WALF OF 178 NORMAL LEVEL, OR ABOYT 2300
AT PRESENT) HWAS NOT BEEN DIRECTLY WIT, LULLS IN FIGHTING
WNICH OCCURRED TOWARDS END OF DAY YESTERDAY ALWAYS

SEEN TO BRING OUT ROADBLOCKS, KIDNAPPING AND SUMMARY
EXECUTIONS ALONG PURELY CONFESSIONAL LINES, AND THIS

I8 UNSETTLING,

4, ABOUT THE ONLY HAPPY NOTE TODAY, APART FROM OUR HOPES
FOR POLITICAL PROGRESS, I8 FACT THAT SNIPER IN THE
HOLIDAY INN WAS CEASED TO SHOQT INDIRECTION OF

EMBASSY, TANK BATTLE TOOK PLACE EARLIER THIS MORNING
IN THE HOTEL DISTRICT AS WELL AS MANY OTHER PARTS OF

TOWN, BUT AT THE M

' JENT ALSO SEEMS TO BE QUIETING ' :

“DOMN, WE SUSPECT THIS WILL BE ONLY TEMPORARY IN THE

 ABSENCE OF POLICICAL PROGRESS IN BAABDA,

 LAMBRAKIS

e
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January 22, 1976 ,

P - oo . - s - o

LEBANON

-~

BACKGROUND:

See Attached cable on military and political situation in Lebanon.

Q. What can you tell us about the Syrian mediation efforts? Do
they have a chance of succeeding? Is the President hopeful at
this point?

A, As you know, the President has been following the

situation in L.ebanon closely, and is aware of the efforts of the

Syrian delegation to arrange and supervise a ceasefire.

As we have said, we feel that all parties can help the
most by encouraging the Lebanese to solve their problems
politically, rather than militarily. For our part, we will con-
continue to use every diplomatic channel available to us to see what
can be done to ameliorate the situation in Lebanon. While we
remain concerned over the gravity of the conflict there,
we would hope that current efforts to arrange a ceasefire might
facilitate an end to the fighting and arestoration of calm.

Q. The Baltimore Sun carries an account of an interview with
Joseph Sisco in which he seemed less than categorical in ruling
out U.S. intervention. Was this purposefully done, and can you

be more specific about circumstances in which the U.S. might
intervene in Lebanon? L e

&



LEBANON (Continued) -2

A, I am going to stand on Mr." Sisco's own words and on
Administration statements from the White \House and the State
Department. We have said that we are not éiving any consideration

. to U. S. intervention in Lebanon,/and I am obviously not going to
speculate on what imagined or hypothetical contingencies might

draw us into the conﬂict.CV-Ve are working diplomatically to prevent

any such contingencies from arising]

e
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£E,0, 116528 GDS
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SUBJECTI 08969 LEBANON REPORT

DELIVER TO NEAZARN DRAPER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS,

1o AT 10145 THIS MORNING, JAN 22 GENERAL AGREEMENT WAS
ANNOUNCED ON THE BASTS OF THREE POINTSS

A, A LFBANESE=SYRIAN PALESTINIAN HIGH MILITARY COMMITTEE
IS FORMED YO DRAW UP ARRANGEMENTS FOR A CEASEFIRE AND
RESTORATION OF NORMAL LIFE AND TO SUPERVISE CEASEFIRE'S
IMPLEMENTATIONG

(B) FORMATION OF SBEVFERAL SUBSIDIARY SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES
TO OVERSEE IMPLEMENTATION IN DIFFERENT REGIONS QOF BEIRUT
AND LEBANON) AND

(C) HIGH MILITARY COMMITTEF TO DETERMINE THE TIME
CEASEFIRE WILL ENTER INTOD EFFECT AND ANNOUNCF STAGES

OF IMPLEMENTATION,

2. 1 WAS TOLD LASY NIGHT THAT CEASEFIRE HAD REEN AGREED
UPON AND DELAY IN ANNOUNCING IT APPEARS YU ME MORE OF A GOOD
THAN A BAD SIGN, LEARY OF CEASEFIRES WHICH HMAVE FAILED IN THE
PABT, THOSE WHO MAVE AGREED ON THIS CEASEFIRE ARE CLEARLY BEING
CAUTIOUS ABOUT ANNOUNCING 178 IMPLEMENTATION AND TIME IT TAKES
EFFECT, THIS SUGGESTS THEY ARE MAKING SURE TO GEY WORD

DUT YO THE FORCES INVOLVED BEFORE CEASEFIRE TAKES EFFECT,

S0 THAT IT WILL NOT BE BROKEN ITMMEDIATELY,

3y IT 15 OF COURSE POSSIBLE THAT ALL PARTIES HAVE NOY
YET AGREED YO CEASEFIRE OR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WHICH

PR R R e E Rk d 2NMER COMMENT & o & & & % & & & % & ¢ & ¥ »
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15 BEING NEGOTIATED IN FIRST INSTANCE AMONG FRANGIE,
ASAD AND ARAFAT, SEVERAL INFORMAN
PZP
VE TOLD US VARIOUS
ASPEGTS OF THESE AGREEMENTS ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THOSE THREE
- BUT ASSENT FROM LEADERS SUCH AS JUMBLATT ON THE LEFT AND
GEMAYEL AND CHAMOUN ON TME RIGHT ARE STILL REQUIRED ON
wt&nxixu POINTS, IN PARTICULAR, FIFTYeFIFTY DIVISION OF
- PARLYAMENTARY SEATS MAY NOT YET BE COMPLETELY THRASHED
ODUT AND WHO GUARANTEES AGREEMENT MAY AL$0 BE QUTSTANDING
BUESTINN, ONE REPORYT HAS IT THAT FRANGIE AT LEAST HAS
AGREED SYRIANS WILL GUARANTEF AGREEMENT, NEGOTIATIONS
ARE CONTINUING AT VERY FASY PACE,
-~ .
4, MILITARY ACTIVITY CONTINUED YEBTERDAY AFTERNOON, NIGHT
AND INTU MORNING, CENTER QF TOWN HOTEL QISTRICT"
RELATIVELY QUIET TODAY WITH ONLY ISOLATED EXPLOSIONS
AND SHDOTING, INTERNAL SECURTITY FORCES BARRACKS WaAS A
OVERRUN BY LEFTISTS YESTERDAY BUT THEN REPORTEDLY EVACUATED
WHEN PHALANGE=CHAMOUNISTS THREATENED TO TAKE OVER ISF POST IN
THEIR SECTION OF TOWN, INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES AROUND
COUNTRYSIDE APPEAR TO BE UNDER PRESSURE, THOUGH WE HAVE
CONFLICTING REPORTS ON EXTENT TO WHICH PLA UNITS ARE
ACTUALLY ENGAGED IN FIGHTING EAST OF ZAGMORTA, IN ZANLE
AREA AND ELSEWMERE, MY OVERALL IMPRESSION IS THAT MILITARY
ENGAGEMENTS CONTINUE AND THREATS OF FURTHER ESCALATION REMAIN
- BUT ALL PARTIES ARE MORE OR LESS POISED, WAITING FOR OUTCOME
OF POLITICAL TALKS,

8, A PHALANGE SOURCE HWAS JUST TOLD EMBASSY SUPPLIES RUNNING
LON IN CHRISTIANeHELD AREAS OF BEIRUT, INCLUDING SOME MOUNTAIN
AREAS, AND MORALE UNDER PRESSURE, THREATEND RIGHTIST ATTACK
ON NABAA DISTRICT HAS STILL NOT TAKEN PLACE, NOR WAVE
LEFTISY FORCES PRESSED THEIR ADVANTAGE IN DAMOUR AREA
 AGAINST CMAMOUN WOME TOWN OF SAADIYAT, TODAY WILL OBVIOUSLY
BE ANDYHER CRITICAL DAY,

6, FINALLY, ONE BIOGRAPHIC NOTE: SABRI HAMADE, PROMINENT
SHI'A LEADER AND FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE CMAMBER OF
' DEPUTIES, DIED IN AUB NOSPITAL YESTERDAY AT AGE 74,
FROM WEART PROBLEMS,
LAnprax1s
T

\
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January 22, 1976

LEBANON

BACKGROUND:

See Attached cable on military and political situation in Lebanon.

Q. What can you tell us about the Syrian mediation efforts? Do
they have a chance of succeeding? Is the President hopeful at
this point?

A, As you know, the President has been following the

situation in Lebanon closely, and is aware of the efforts of the

Syrian delegation to arrange and supervise a ceasefire.

As we have said, we feel that all parties can help the
most by encouraging the Lebanese to solve their problems
politically, rather than militarily. For our part, we will con-
continue to use every diplomatic channel available to us to see what
can be done to ameliorate the situation in Lebanon. While we
remain concerned over the gravity of the conflict there,
we would hope that current efforts to ari'ange a ceasefire might
facilitate an end to the fighting and arestoration of calm.

Q. The Baltimore Sun carries an account of an interview with
Joseph Sisco in which he seemed less than categorical in ruling
out U. S, intervention. Was this purposefully done, and can you

be more specific about circumstances in which the U.S. might
intervene in Lebanon?




LEBANON (Continued) -2~

I am going to stand on Mr. Sisco's own words and on
Administration statements from the White House and the State
Department. We have said that we are not giving any consideration
to U. S. intervention in Lebanon, and I am obviously not going to
speculate on what imagined or hypothetical contingencies might
draw us into the conflict. We are working diplomatically to prevent

any such contingencies from arising.
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SUBJECTS 0900 LEBANDON REPORT

DELIVER TO NEA/ZARN DRAPER AT OPENING OF PUBINESS,

19 AT 40848 THIS MORNING, JAN 22 GENERAL, AGREEMENT WAS
ANNOUNCED On THE BASIS OF THREE POINTSS

Ay A LEGANESE=SYRIAN PALESTINIAN HIGH MILITARY COMMITYTEE
I8 FORMED TU DRAY UP ARRANGEMENTS FOR A CEASEFIRE AND
RESTORATION OF NORMAL LIFE AND T0 SUPERVISE CEASEFIRE!S
IMPLEVMENTATION)

(B) FORMATION OF SEVERAL SUBSIDIARY SUPERVISORY COMMITTEES
TO OVERSEE IMPLEMENTAYION IN DIFPFERENT REGIONS OF BEIRUY
AND LEBANGN) AND

(C) MIGH MILITARY COMMITTEE TQ DETERMINE THE TINME
CEASEFIRE WILL ENTER INTO EFFPECT AND ANNOUNCE STAGES

OF IMPLEMENTATION,

2, 1 WAS TOLD LAST NIGHT THAT CEASEPIRE HAD BEEN AGREED
UPON AvD DELAY I ANNOUNCING IT APPEARS YO ME MORE OF A 800D

THAN A BAD 8161, LEARY OF BEASEPIRES WHIGH HWAVE FAILED IN THE

PAST, A oHOSE :r0 HAVE AGREED ON TH18 CEABEFIRE ARE CLEARLY BEING

CAUTIOUS ABOUT ANNOUNCING ITS INPLEMENTATION AND TINE IT TAKES

EFFECT, THIS SUGGESTS THEY ARE MAKING SURE TO GET WORD

OUT YO THE FORCES INVOLVED BEPORE CEASEFIRE TAKES EPFECT,

80 THAT IT wILL NOT BE BROKEN IMMEDIATELY,

3o IT 18 OF COURSE POSSIBLE THAT ALL PARTIES HAVE NOT
YET AGREED TO CEASEFIRE OR POLITICAL SETTLEMENT WHICH

W e whw ok ¢HHSR COMMENT % % % & % % % % % % % & % % W
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I8 BEING NEGOTIATED IN FIRST INSTANCE AMONG FRANSIE,
ASAD AND ARAFAT, SEVERAL INFORMAN

PZP

VE TOLD US VARIOUS

ASPECT: OF THESE AGREEMENTS ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THOSE THREE
BUT ASSENT PROM LEADERS SUCH AS JUMBLATYT ON THE LEFT AND
GEMAYEL AND CHAMOUN ON THE RIGMY ARE STILL REQUIRED ON
CERTAI: POINTS, I\ PARTICULAR, FIFTY«PIFTY DIVISION OF
PARLIAMENTARY SEATS “AY NOT YET BE COMPLETELY THRASHED
OUT AND WHO GUARANTEES AGREENMENT MAY ALSO BE QUTSTANDING
QUESTYINN, ONE REPURY HAS IT THAT FRANGIE AT LEAST HAS
AGREED SYRIANS «ILL GUARANTEE AGREEMENT, NEGOTIATIONS
ARE CONTINUING AT VERY FASY PACE,

4y MILITARY ACTIVITY CONTINUED YESTERDAY AFTERNOON) NIGHT

AND INTO “ORNING, CENTER QF TOWN AND HOTEL QISTRICY
RELATIVELY QUIET TODAY WITH ONLY ISOLAYED EXPL0SIONS

AND 8HOOTING, INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES BARRACKS A8

OVERKUN BY LEPTISTS YESTERDAY BYT THEN REPORTEDLY EVACUATED
WHEN PHALANGEmCHANOUNISYS THREATENED TO TAKE OVER I8P POST IN
THEIR SECTION OF TOWNe INTERNAL SECURITY FORCES AROUND
COUNTRYSIDE APPEAR TO BE UNDER PRESSURE, TMOUGH WE MAVE
CONFLICTING REPORTS QN EXTENT TO WHICH PLA UNITS ARE

ACTUALLY ENGAGED IV FPIGHTING EASY OF ZAGMORTA, IN ZANLE

AREA AND ELSEWMERE, “Y OVERALL IMPRESSION IS THAT MILITARY
ENGAGEVENTS CONTINUE AND THREATS OF FURTHMER ESCALAYION REMAIN
BUT ALL PARTIES ARE “ORE OR LESS POISED, WAITING POR QUTCOME
OF POLITICAL TALKS,

8o A PHALANGE SQURCE HAS JUST TOLD EMBASSY SUPPLIES RUNNING
LOW IN CHRISTIAN=4ELD AREAS OF BEIRUT, INCLUDING SOME MOUNTAIN
AREAS, AND MORALE UNDER PRESSURE, THREATEND RIGHTIST ATTACK

ON NABAA DISTRICT HAS STILL NOT TAKEN PLACE, NOR WAVE

LEFTIST FORCES PRESSED THEIR ADVYANTAGE IN DAMOUR AREA

AGAINST CHANOUN HQME TOWN OF SAADIYAT, TODAY WiLL O0BVIOUSLY

BE ANOTHER CRITICAL DAY,

6, FINALLY) ONE SI0GRAPHIC NOTEs SABRI HAMADE, PROMINENT
SHItA LEADER AND FORMER PRESIDERT OF YHE CHAYBER OF
DEPUTIES, DIED IN AUB HOSPITAL YESTERDAY AT AGE 74

FRO® HEART PROBLEMS,

LAMBRAKIS
BT
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NEWS COWFEREUHNCE #510

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN
AT 4:08 P.M. EDT
JUNE 16, 1976

WEDNESDAY

MR, WESSEN: I have almost nothing to add.
Q Ron, are you ready to take questions?
MR. NESSEN: Yes, whatever I can help you with.

Q Can you be any more specific about the
"appropriate resources of the United States"?

MR, WESSEW: It is just all the resources of the
United States in conjunction with others to try to identify
the person or the group who did this,

Q Do you have any idea now, any information
from intelligence who might have been responsible?

MR. NESSEN: 1o,
Q Do you know now how it happened?
MR, NESSEN: We don't have that information here.

Q Does the American Embassy have custody of
the bodies now?

MR. HESSEN: That really ought to come out of
Beirut, Ann. My understanding is =-- but again, this ought
to be checked in Beirut -- that the bodies are at the
American University Hospital in Beirut.

Q Ron, how and when was the President informed?

Q When he said appropriate resources, was he
talking about putting additional people in Lebanon -- Americans?

MR. NESSEN: Tom, that is not anticipated at
this time.

Q What about the evacuation of Americans?
MR., NESSEN: That has not been ordered.

MORE #510
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Q Have helicopters gone into that area to stand by?

MR. NESSEN: My understanding is that there have been
no American forces sent to that area.

Q Was there anything to suggest that this was a
premeditated, planned act, or does it appear to be an act of
spontaneity, that the two men walked into something which was
not planned and fell victim to circumstances?

MR, NESSEN: We just don't have those details, Walt.

Q Ron, the contingency plans for evacuation of
Americans from Beirut are reportedly being reviewed this
afternoon. Who is reviewing them?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know for a fact that they are.
You know, all places in the world have contingency plans for
evacuation of Americans. I mean, that is literally true, and
that is true of Beirut. I don't know that the plans are being
reevaluated or changed in any way today.

Q Ron, what if they did identify the culprits,
the assassins? I mean, what Government is there to ever
implement a law?

MR. NESSEN: Helen, as you see in this statement,
we are in touch with the Governments in the area and the
United States feels, the President believes, that these
murders will create a universal sense of outrage, that the
leaders of no country will not share the sense of outrage that
the President feels.

Q When the President got his first word, your
use of '"next of kin" was very revealing.

MR. NESSEN: As I told you at the time, that was
only in the sense of relatives and the United States at that
time did not know what had happened to the men. There was a
tentative or preliminary indication from the Red Cross in
Beirut at the very beginning of the President's 12:30 meeting
that the men might have been killed, and it was during the
meeting that the confirmation was relayed to the President.

Q Do you know now which political faction seized
the men, which political faction actually kidnapped them?

IR, WESSEN: We don't, Walt.
Q Who did discover the bodies? The Red Cross?

MR. NESSEN: I don't have that information here,
Helen.

Q Has the President gotten any message from any
Government in that area on this point, as of yet?

MORE #510
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MR. NESSEN: @Hot that I know of., The President has
sent private messages of condolence to the brother of Ambassador
iMeloy and to the wife of Counselor Waring.

Q Where is she?

Q What form were these messages in?
MR, WESSEN: Telegrams.

Q Where did he send them?

MR, NESSEN: Mrs. Waring is in Athens, along with
other dependents, having left Beirut earlier with other
dependents.

Q Ron, there was a suggestion earlier by someone
who looked at Meloy's biography that perhaps he was indeed
more than an Ambassador and that perhaps he had been employed
by the Central Intelligence Agency. Is there any substance
to that? Was Meloy employed by the Central Intelligence Agency
either on this assignment or previously?

MR, NESSEN: ©Not to my knowledge, Walt.

Q Ron, is the President going to ask Secretary
Rumsfeld to return?

MR. NESSEN: There is not a plan for that, as far
as I know. The Defense Department was represented by the
Deputy Secretary, Mr. Clements.

Q Is anyone at all being sent to Lebanon
temporarily?

MR, NESSEN: The President anticipates, as he said
in here, naming a new Ambassador in the very near future.

Q Who 1is in charge now?

MR, NESSEN: I will have to check that or the State
Department can give you that, Helen., I don't have it.

Q Is that "very near future" the next couple
of days?

“MR. NESSEN: Well, the President's hope is to have
a person designated very shortly so that he can continue the
work of Ambassador ileloy.

Q Do you know what the mission was when he was
going to meet Sarkis?

MR, NESSEN: I do not, Helen.

Q There are no troop movements involved, no
Defense Department =--

MR, WESSEN: There are not, to my knowledge, no.
THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron.

END (AT 4:14 P.M. EDT) #510
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The assassination of our Ambassador in Beirut, Francis E. Meloy, Jr.,
of our Counselor for Economic Affairs, Robert O. Waring, and of their
driver, Zohair Moghrabi, is an act of senseless, outrageous brutality,

I extend to their families my own deep sense of sorrow and that of all
the American people, '

These men were on their way to meet with President-elect Sarkis. They
were on a mission of peace, seeking to do what they could in the service
of their country to help restore order, stability, and reason to Lebanon.
Their deaths add another tragedy to the suffering which the Lebanese
people have endured beyond measure,

These men had lived with danger for many weeks and did so with the
dedication and disregard of personal safety which we have come to expect
of the Foreign Service.

The goals of our policy must remain unchanged. The United States will
not be deterred from its search for peace by these murders. I have
instructed Secretary Kissinger to continue our intensive efforts in this
direction. I will name a new Ambassador to Lebanon within the very near
future to resume the mission Ambassador Meloy performed so brilliantly.
I have also instructed the Secretary to get in touch with all of the govern-
ments in the area and with the Lebanese leaders to help identify the
murderers and to see that they are brought to justice, I have also ordered
that all appropriate resources of the United States undertake immediately
to identify the persons or group responsible for this vicious act.

Those responsible for these brutal assassinations must be brought to
justice. At the same time, we must continue our policy of seeking a
peaceful solution in Lebanon, That is the way we can best honor the
brave men who gave their lives for their country and for the cause of
peace. '
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The assassination of our Ambassador in Beirut, Frances

E. Meloy, Jr., of our Counselor for Economic Affairs, Robert O.
Waring, and of their driver, Zohair Moghrabi, is an act of senseless,
outrageous brutality. I extend to their families my oﬁm deep sense
of sorrow and that of all the American people.

These men were on their way to meet with President-elect
Sarkis. They were on a mission of peace, seeking to do what they
could in the service of their country to help restore order, stability,
and reason to L.ebanon. Their deaths add another tragedy to the
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F¥ AMENBASSY BEIRUT

YO SECAYATE LASHOC FLASH 4Y0
INFOD LUBIA WASHDE IVMEDIAYE 5326
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LINITED CPFICIAL UBE SETRYT 85166

STATE POR 8/PRS

E.lg $18521 /A

TAGSS FINS) LE (MELDY, FPRANGCIS E,, WARING, ROBERT O )
SUSJECTI OF84PPEARANCE OF AUBASSADOR = PRESS GUIDANGE

$¢ AS REPORYTS OF DISAPPEARANCE OF AMBASSADOR MELOY,
ECONOMIC COUNSELOR WARING, AND DRIVER ZOHEIR

MOMRART SPREAD THROUGHM BEIQUT MISSION Wlkk BEGIN
RECEXYING FLOGD OF LOCAL AND rmnz:sm PRESS INQUIRIES,

R, MI88I0KN PLANS RESTRICT SYATEMENT IN RESPONSE

TO INITIAL PRESS INGUIRIES YO POLLOWINGS ocuOTE

THE ENMBASSY HAS RECEIVED REPORTS THAT ANBASSADOR

FRANCES £, MELDY, ECONOMIC COUNSELOR ROBERT O,
WARING, AND THEI® CHAGPPEUR r:aur!:an:a TH1S
MORNING BETWEEY 048 AND $ge0 WHILE On THELIR

HAY YD AN L1402 APPOINTMENTY W1TH PRESIDE~T-!LFCT
SATKIS8 AT MIS HAZ IYYA RESIDENCE, THE

ENEASSY I8 IVVESTIGATING THESE REPORTS BUT MAS
NO PURTHER INFORMATION AT THIS TIME UNGUOTE,

Ry MI8SION I8 WITHHOLDING EVEN TMIS PRELIMINARY
SYATTOYTD UNTIL 13002 TO PERMIT NOTIFICATION OF
NEXT OF <IN,

3, AT SUBSEQUENT TINME, IF INITIAL MISSION
DEMARGHES PROVE PRUITLESS, MISSION PLANS RELEASE
STANDARD BIOGRAPHIES ON AMBASSADOR AND WARINE

TO SUBBTANTIATE STATEMENYS THEY MAY BE MAKING TO
THOBE DETAINING YHEM,

4, PFyYI, REUTER HAS JUST ASKED ARAD 70 CUNFIRM YUMORS
* PR R w HHSR COMMENT w & % & & & % &% % % % o % "W

'cnﬂcﬁﬂ'T' h,LAND’ “CFARLANE, L&
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THAT ANBASSADOR HAS BEEN KIONAPPED, BUT HE
I8 HOLDING OPF ALL COMMENT UNTIL $380Z,

MELOY
BT
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Fi AMENEASSY BEIRUT

TO SECSTATE VASHDC INMEDIAYE 471
B E-R-BEIRUT BY56

EXDXs

E.0, 116521 GDS

TAGS1 ASEC, PINs, LE (MELOY, AMBASSADOR FRANCIS 3,) JRg)
SUBJECY! FDOSIEL‘ DISAPPEARANCE OF AYBASSADOR AND &BO ’
REFy BEIRUT 5488

1, “IPE OF ZOHAJR FOGMRABI WAS BEEN INTERVIEWED CONCERNING Cibl
FROM UNKNOWH MALE, SHE RALATED TNE POLLOWINGS QUOTE AT 1239
LOCAL UNKNOWN MALE CALLED YOGMRABI'S HOME, “OGHRABIIS 14=YEAR
OLD DAUGHTER ANSYERED CAbb, CALLER SAID “HAT 38 YOUR RELATION
TO ZOWAI® "OGHRAEI? SHE SAZ0, HE I8 MY FATHER, DAUGHTER TREN
8AI0, 1HO ARE YOUT CAMLER REPLIED BY BAYING I VANT TO TALK TO
YOUR NMOTHER, ZOMAIR MOGHRABIVS WIFE THEN ASN/ERED THE CALLER
AND SAID) WHO ARE YOUT ME DID NOY REPLY, SME 0DID NOT RECOGNYZE
HI8 VOICE, COLLER STATED, I WANT TO TELL YOU TMAY "ZOWAIRM Ig
0Ky 8HE THEN SAID, HAS HE BEEN KIDNAPPED? CALLER STATED ZOMAIR
HAD BEEN XIDNAPPEC «ITH TWD OTHMER PEOPLE, CALLER THEN I8 REPORTED
TO MAVE 8AID THAT WYHEY® 4ERE AFTER THE TWO PEOPLE AND NOT
ZUMAIR, EnD QUOTE,

2, THERE #AS ND MENTION OF THE HORD "AMERICAN® SEING
ABSOCIATED +ITH THE T/0 PEOPLE ACCOMPANYING ZOHAIR, IN
REFERENCE TO “RS, VOGHRABITS ASKING IF IOHAJR MAD BEEN
KIDNAPPEC, SHE SPATEC DURING THE INTEVIEX THAT THIS CAbk
A8 SINILAR T0 ONE SHE RECEIVED ALMOSY ONE YEAR AGO “MEN
ZOMAZR MOGHRAST #A8 KIONAPPED NEAR THE BAIN MILITAIRE,
“ELoY

-}

® Ry ww o wwew WHER COVMENT # % % W % W
SCORCROFT, MYLAND, VCFARLANE, LL

RECALLED
PSNBLLBAEY PAGE U} oF % TORSL66/833482 OYG35643062 JunN 78

RRRRRAR R o weneennd COPY
0 DR, 1 [3)8s™



744 L D e e S S - AW R TTTTITY WL

FLASH J0P IMMED
ECA4BBAAR LD

DE RUQMBE #8162 16m1288
Z 0 1642442 JU1 78

Fii AMENBASSY BEIRUTY

TOU AVMENBASSY ATHENS PLASH 7023
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Es0y 116821 DS

TAGS: PINg, LE

gUHchtl P&SS!ﬁLE DLSAPPEARANGCE OF AVBASSADQR AND EMAQOFF ROBERY
o YARING

REQUEST EWBASSY INFORM MRS, ROBERT 0, WARING

CIRENEY IF SHE HAS ARRIVED IN ATHENS, THAT HUSBAND

MI8SING AND, WE REGRETPULLY CONCLUDE, MAY HAVE GEEN

KIDNAPPED, ME AND AVBASSADNR WERE LASY SEEN JusT

HEPORE $400 HOURS LOCAL JUNE §6, ORIVING IN AMBASSADOR'S

CAR T0 APPOINTVENT wITH PRESICENT.ELECT SARKIS IN

EAST BEINUT, CIACUYSTANTIAL EVIODENCE SUGGESTS THEY

WERE K!D‘AP‘IJ‘!BUT {E HAVE NO GONFIRAATION, PLEASE

ASBURE 1R8y WARING THAT EMEASSY DOING ALL IT CAN TO
ASCERTAIN FACTS GUTCKLY,

"gLCY

8

R Wk r o SR CONVENT % e xRy
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EXDI8, FOR THE CHARGE
£,0, agssz: GDS

TAGST PPOR, PINS, LECMELDY, AMBASSADOR FRANGIS £,, JR,)
SUBJECTS MELDY DXSAPPEARANCE

o AMBASSADOR MELOY MAS DISAPPEARED EN ROUTE T0 A
MEETING WITH SARKIS SHORTLY SEPORE 3400 MWOURS a!:RuT
TIME TOOAY, wE DO nOT MAVE ANY INFPORMATION AS TO wMD
MAY HAYE CAPTURED KIMe REGUEST YOU SEE FAHD OR SAUD
AND ASK BAULY AGSISTANCE IN FINDING OUT WHAT MAPPENED
AND THEZR HELR #ITH KIDNAPPERS IN SECURING IVMMEDIATYE
RELEASE OF AVBASSADOR MELOY AND WARING WHO IS WITH HINM,
YOU SwoubD EMPHASIZE SERIOUE XMPACT THIS INCIDENT WILb
HAVE 0 Ug,8, PUBLIC OPINION AND OUR HOPE YHAT SAUDIS
WIbkb DO WHAT THEY CAN TO AS818T, GIVEN QUR COmMON
INTEREST In CONTINUING TMPROVED RILA?IOVG BETHEEN
u.’.““ﬂ *QRLL. “ISSI\EER

Ll |
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EXDES, POR THE ANBASSADOR
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TAGST PPOR, PINS, LECMELOY, ABASSADOR PRANCIS £,,JR )
SUBJECTI MELOY DISAPPEARANCE

be ANBASSADOR MELCY MAS DISAPPEARED EN ROUTE YO A
MEETING “ITH SARKIS SHORTLY BEFQRE 1100 MOURS BEIRUT

TIME TODAY, w»E DC ~OT HAVE ANY INFORMATION A8 T0 WHO

MAY MAVE cAPTUR:r “Ime RECUESY YOU SEE MOBARAK AND

ASK EGYPTIAN ASSI:STANCE In PINDING OQUT WMAY HAPPENED

AMD THEI® HELP ITH KIDNAPPERS Iv SECURING IVMEDIATE
RELEASE OF AVBABSADUR MELOY AND ﬂAR!\b WHO I8 »ITH HINM,
YOU 8HOULD z~P~Aazz~ SERIOUS IMPACT 'THIS INCIDENT wiILb
HAVE 0n Ug8,y PUSLIC OPINION AND OUR MOPE THAT EGYPTIANS
Wik OO HAY THEY CAN TO AS8SIST, GIVEN OUR CONWMON INTERESY
IN CONTINUING ZNPROVED R!g&f:una BEYWEEN V,8,#ARAB WORLOD,
:;QSINGLN

® R R R r e W WHSR COVVENT % & % % 2 % %% e
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EXDIS, FOR ANBASSADOR
E,0, $16528 GDS

TAGSY  PFOR, PIVE, LE (MELOY, A8, FRANCIS £,, JR)
SUBJECTS “ELOY CISAPPEARANCE

L, AMBASSADOR MELOY HAS DISAPPEARED EN ROUTE T3 A
'l!T:\ﬁ ‘ITH SARKIS SHORTLY BEPORE 311i0¢ MOURS BREIRUT
TINE TOUAY, wEV?L 0T HAVE ANY INFORMATION AS TD WHD
AY MAVE CAPTURED HIM, REQUEST YOU SEE 4SAD OR FAILING
THAT SHIHAST AND ABK SYRIAN ASSISTANCE IN FINDING OUY
WHAT HABPENED AND THEIR WELP #ITH KIDNAPPERS IN

BECUING TMMEDIAYE RELEASE OF AMBASSACOR MELOY AND +ARING
WHO 18 HITH HZIM, YOU SHOULD ENPKASIZE SERICUS I*PACT
YHIS INCIDENT WILL HAVE 00 LeSe PUBLIC OPINION AND OUR
HORE TWAT BYRIANS #ILk 0O WHAT THEY CAN TO ASSIST, GIVEN
OUR €ovi0y INTEREST N CONTINUING IMPROVED RELATIONS
BETWEEN U 8, = ARAB WORLD, = KISSINGER

-1
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S ET-mL-T BEIRUT 5183

EXDIS

E.Js 116521 G0S .
TAGS: ASEC, PIN, LE (MELOY, FRANCIS E., JR,)
SUBJECTS DISAPPEARANCE OF AMBASSADOR AND NARING
REF1 3EIAUT 5152

1. TO KEEP CEPARMENT ABREAST OF INTIAL. STEPS WE ARE TAKING,
FOLLOWING IS QUTLIME OF CONTACTS «E ARE UNDERTAKING IN ADDIT:ON
TC JUMBLATYT, EDDE (AS LINE TO TOP PALESTINIANS), SARKIS! OFFICE
AND PHALANGE,

A) +cceee s CONTACTED HIGH=EVEL CHAMOUMIST wAMQ HWAS CHECKED

ALL CHAMOUNIST BARRICADES AND REPORTS NEGATIVE CONTACT WITH AMB
TOPAY, HE 4ILL REPORT RESULTS OF CONTINUING INVESTIGATION’
PERIDU!CALLY’

B) --.. AL3SC MAKIMG CONCERNTED EFFORT TO CONTACT INFORMANT

g% (HIGH LEVEL FATAM)}

C) DATY IS CONTACTwNG SEVERAL OF nIS REGULAR SOURCES,

D) RS0 I8 CONTACTING LT, PATHA KHATI® (BROTMER OF LEBANESE

ARAB ARMY (LAA) CIMMANDER LT. ARMED KHATIBJ WHO IS RESPONSIBL§
FOR Laa SECURITY IN wEST BEIRUT AND WHO IS ON FRIENOL. TERMS
WITH RBU AND EMBCOPF

(E) 4g HMAVE SENT FL3 EMPLOYEE OF RSO, wHO IS QLD

AND CLOSE FRIEND QF IBRAMWIM QULAYLAT, TO SEE QULAYLAT AND
EXLIST ACTIVE ASSI&TANCE oF MURAB:TQUN~APPARATUS.

2, RUMOR QF AMBI8 DISAPPEARANCE IS ALREADY MAKING THE ROUNDS
AnQuUNG JOURNALISTS In BEIRUT AND EMBASSY fAS THUS FAR
RECEIVED IMNQUIRIES FROM SEVERAL NEXSMEN, FOLLOWING
MOTIFICATIO~ OF FAMILIES OF AMBASSADOR AND WARING (SEPTEL)

WE PLAN TQ ISSUE PRESS STATEMENT (PROPOSE3 TEXT 3Y sEPTELJ T0
IYRUIRERS A§ OF 13322,

MELOY
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E-E—R—E-T SEIRUT 5160

EXDIS

PROM LAHBRAKIS

E.C, 116621 GOS8

TAGS: PIVS, LE (VELOY, AMBASSADOR PRANCIS &,, JR,)
SUBJECTI POSSIBLE DISAPPEARANCE OF AYSASSADOR AND EMBOFF
REF: SEIRUY 5152

f¢ REUTERS MAS BSEEN TRYING TO GET IN TOUCH HITH US AND STORY
BREAKING FAST In PRESS, wOULD APPRECIATE QEPARTMENTHS
ABSISTANCE IN BGETTING WORD RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE TO KNOWN NEXTe
CPeKIn OF AMBABSBALCR AND WARING,

2, A8 FEET POST 1048, NEXTwOR=KIN OF ANBASSADOR NELOY IS WIS
SROTHER DANZEL MELOY AT 44 GRAMERCY PARK 4EST, NEw YORK CITY
10040 (TELEPHONE 2120874n8728), NEXT=OPaKIN OF #ARING ARE

(A) WEIFE IN SAFPEHAVEN ATHENS) (B) MR8, G, RDONEY, COUSIN,

TN U8, Hi8, RUCNEY!S TELEPHONE NUMBER 816wB22w3872,

3, WE ARE INEDPENDENTLY SENDING CABLE TO ATMENS TO HAVE
EMBASSY VOTIFY “R8, VARING,

LANBRAKIS
BY

R W w o ¢hHER COMVENT w v % % 2 % % % W %W

SCONCROFT,“YLAND ) "CFARLAVE  LL

RECALLED
PENIZIS3s)  PAGE U1 OF °f  TORI168/12:1462  DTG1164230Z JUN 76
vhuddRe i CRETY shnwawe8 COPY
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£.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4.
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P AMENBASSY BEIRLT

TO SECATATE LASHOC FLASH 463
4T TRET FEIRUY 5188

EXDIs

E,0, 116621 GDS

TAGS1 ASEC, PINS, LE (WELOY, PRANCIS E., JR,)
SUBJS DISAPPEARA'CE OF A'BASSADOR

REFY 2EI°uT 8452

1o PAKRADQUNT TELEPHOVED AT 14345 YO REPORY THAT THE MAD
CHECKED “ITH PHALANGE ROADBLOCKS FRO® MUSEU~ 80ME DISTANCE
EABTWARD AND THAT ME CERTAIN THAT AMBASSADOR'S VENICLE

DI0 oY RPT NOY CROSS TODAY INTO CHRISTIANwHELD

PORTION OF CITY,

2, NILITARY AIDE YU SARKIS MAS ALSO CALLED YO INFORM U8
THAT HE “AS8 HAD PRELIMINARY CONTACTS WITH MURABITOUN
HEADGUARTERS wnICH INFORMED HWIM THAT MURABITOUN HMAS NO
RPT NO KNOWLELGE OF VEWICLE AND DID NOT RPT NoT STOP
ANY CAR OF THAT DESCRIPTION TODAY, AT THIS POINT, IV
APPEARE THAT AVBASSADOR DISAPPEARED 0N WESTERN siu! or
LINE AETWEEN BARBIR MOBPITAL AND MUSEUM CROSSAOVER,

3, HE MAVE ALREACY INITIATED EFFORTS TO CONTACT JUMBLATT
URGENTLY,

MELDY
8y

®r e h W drw W NIR COMMENT % v % % 2 ® 2 w0 % o * e

SCOWCROPT, HYLAND, HCFARLANE, LiL

RECALLED )
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Frv AMEDASSY CEXIRUT

TO SECSTATE “ASHDC 489
&€ TT BEIRUT 8402

EXD1s

FRO" LAMERAKLS

E,U, 116821 Gi8

TAGS: PI'8, LEC(FELOY, AMBASSADOR FRANCIS E,, JR,)
SUBJS POSSIALE DISAPPEARANCE OF AMBASSADOR AND EMBOFP

{9 EXBABSY HAS JUST BEEN INFORMED THWAT A¥B DID NOT RPT NOY
APPEAR FOR SCAEDULED $120 HOURS LOCAL APROINTMENT WITH
PRESIODENT@ELECT SARKIS IN HAZMIYEW ON EASTER: SIDE OF

CITY, <E OEPARTED E1BASSY ACCOMPANIED BY ECONQYIC/COMMERCIAL
COUNSELOR WARING AY APPROX, 1048 MOURS LOCAL AND +AS SEEN ALMOST
YO NMUSEUYN CROSS«0VER POINT BY SURVEILLANCE VEWICLE,

ABOUT 1985 DRIVER/ZODYGUARD TRANS=

MITTED GARELED “ESSAGE OVER RADIO NET YO RSO WHICH AT THAT TIME
NA8 INTERPRETED A8 PREmAGREED CODEWQRD TO INDICATE SAFE ARRIVAL
ON CHRISTIAN SIDE OF CONFRONTATION LINE,

2 AT 1880 HOURS LOCAky WIFE QF AMBASSADOR'S CHAUFFEUR

ZOMAIR MOGMRARI, RECEIVED YELEPHONE CALL FRO uhxn!nrxﬁzzo MALE

WHO INPOURMED HER THAT ZOWAIR nAS BEEN KIDNAPPED, vE IMMEDIATELY
XONTACTED AJDEm=DE=CAMP OF SARKIS WHO INFORMED US THAT AMB, HAD NOY
RPT NOT ARARIVED AND THAY SARKES TOD WAS CONCERVED, SARKISY AILE
UNDERTOUK TO CHMECK WHETMER PHALANGE ROADBLOCK ON EASTERN 830E OF
MUBEUN HAD PASSED A“BASSADOR THROUGN, AS DOUBLECHECK, EMBOFF ALSO
CONTACTED KARI® PAKHADOUNT OF PHALANGE POLITBURD WHO I8 ALSBO CHECKING
WITH PHALANGE CHECKPOINT,

¢ WE ARE PRESENTLY CHECKING «ITH WIFE QF CHAUPPEUR

TO OBTEAFINE IF CALLER PROVIDED ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

OR CLuES, HOPEFULLY, WE VILL SOON BE ABLE TU ESTABLISH
CONCLURIVELY «HETHER OR NOY AME, DISAPPEARED QN WESTERN OR EASTERN
SI0E OF LINE (WE ARE TOLD BY SARKIS!S OFFICE THWAY WESTERMN SInE oF
LINE 28 CURRENTLY “ANNED BY NMURABITOUN OF IBRAMIM QULALAT, WE

WIkb BE REPORTING FURTHER 48 800V A8 ADDITIOVNAL INFORMATION 18

" ey W Rwwre w W w HSR COYMENT w % % % % % & % W Row

SCONWCROPT, HYLAYD, HCFARLANE, LL

RECALLED
PENSPIBREE  PAGE 04 TOR1368/511432  DTG11644392 JUN 786
TTI L L) 4L ET whenaen8 COPY
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AVAILABLE, SHOULD IT APREAR PROBABLY THAT ANAASSADOR NEVER 60T TO
CHRISYRAY SIDE OF LINE, I PLANV INITIALLY ATTENPT TO CONTACT JUMBLATY
(QULAYLAT ABSOCIATE) “ILL MAKE FURTHER CONTACTS AS WARRANTED,

4, NoB, FHONE LINES ARE On AGAIN, OFF AGAIN, BUT WE ARE DOING
SEST VE CAY NITH ALTERNATE TELEPHMONE LOCATIONS,

MELOY
BT
RECALLED
PSNyBRES PAGE 2 oF 7@ TOR$168/7843432 DTGI1644492 JUN 78
RRAWERY [ a2\ 4 seensanS COPY



"OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ' June 16, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The assassination of our Ambassador in Beirut, Francis E. Meloy, Jr.,
of our Counselor for Economic Affairs, Robert O. Waring, and of their
driver, Zchair Moghrabi, is an act of senseless, outrageous brutality.

I extend to their families my own deep sense of sorrow and that of all
the American people. '

These men were on their way to meet with President-elect Sarkis. They
were on a mission of peace, seeking to do what they could in the service
of their country to help restore order, stability, and reason to Lebanon.
Their deaths add another tragedy to the suffering which the Lebanese
people have endured beyond measure.

These men had lived with danger for many weeks and did so with the
dedication and disregard of personal safely which we have come to expect
of the Foreign Service,

The goals of our policy must remain unchanged. The United States will
not be deterred from its search for peace by these murders. I have
instructed Secretary Kissinger to continue our intensive efforts in this
direction. I will name a new Ambassador to Lebanon within the very near
future to resume the mission Ambassador Meloy performed so brilliantly.
I have also instructed the Secretary to get in touch with all of the govern-~
ments in the area and with the Lebanese leaders to help identify the
murderers and to see that they are brought to justice. I have also ordered
that all appropriate rescurces of the United States undertake immediately
to identify the persons or group responsible for this vicious act.

Those responsible for these brutal assassinations must be brought to
justice, At the same time, we must continue our policy of seeking a
ronceful solution in Lebanon, That is the way we can best honor the

i

Lrave men who gave their lives for their country and for the cause of

peace,



June 18, 1976

Evacuation of American Citizens from Lebanon

Due to the continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, the
President has directed the United States Embassy there to assist in
the departure by overland convoy to Damascus (of its U. S. citizens
who wish to depart Lebanon at this time,

The first such convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and
American citizens are being alerted both by the EmBas sy and by
broadcast on the Voice of America to be prepared for departure at
that time if they so wish,

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr. Robert Waring
have been brought to Damascus overland. They will be picked up by a
U. S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday,

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing
operations will be leaving Lebanon, [FYI: It is expected that
approximately 35 to 40 will remain. End FYI] The American Embassy
in Beirut is to remain open to continue our efforts to help bring an end

to the strife which has bx;ought this tragedy to Lebanon.



Q:

1

a/warlzlw«'z'ﬁ’«-r.ﬂtt(aaata'/’)«*

then the President is not aypoinf:ing a new ambassador
to Lebanon?

*

m; at thc m::. i \la hava a xmmbe: of names under
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"-

7 considévations bm; the ‘B’ms“denc hw not- gei: wade 2 T

decision. In the meantime, in the critical situation
in Lebanon, he wants to have a senior axperienced
diplomat to strengthen our embassy there.

£ e e R L e A AWM

Is 5&&1)*& to taka up whem Mb&saada: Brown left of.f\t
is he to be a mediatox?

" The policy of the United States is the came tb&ay ag
At was vhen Ambassador Brown and the late hmbassador
Meloy were there. We want to see the fighting end in
Lebanon and agreement on a political accomo&at:ion
among the Lehanese parties. Ambassador Seelye will
of course be ready to be helpful in a1l appropriate
ways to those who want to bring the tragic events in

Lebanon to a close.

-

But is he to be a mediator between the parties?

No. In diplomacy, mediation is a more formsl xole that
geperally implies a reguest from the parties. In this
case, the i*xesigden; has decided to send an exparienced
diplomat,‘with long contqt;t with the aes, as his
Representative to Lebanon. While there he will analyze
the situation to see whether there are ways he could

. bé;useful to the parties in efforts to reach a political
sccommodation in Lebanon.
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Is Seclye permitted to have contacts with the m

1Is he instructed to make e0nta?ts with the PLO?

There is no change in our posi'i;iop.

Bow soon will Seelye go to Lebanon, and how will he go?
He will go as soon as possible, but at this point X
have no exact details on the wesns or timing of his.
travel, ' ' |

“Now-long do you expect the Seelye wsig@wt”‘m'*~ laggye o

1 cannot say. 1t is considered a temporary assignment.
Exactly how long he will be there T do not know.

How old is Ambassador Seclye and what are the exact
detajle of previous assigrments?

He is 54. T will wmake avanahie information about his

past assigmments (attachcd).

*s

EAl

June 20, 1976




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 18, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Due to the continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, I have
directed the United States Embassy there to assist in the departure
by overland convoy to Damascus of U, S. citizens who wish to depart
Lebanon at this time.

The convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and American citizens
are being alerted both by the Embassy and by broadcast on the Voice of
America to be prepared for departure at that titme, if they so wish.,

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr. Robert Waring
have been brought to Damascus overland. They will be picked up by a
U. S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday.

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing operations
will be leaving l.ebanon. The American Embassy in Beirut is te remain
open to continue our efforts to help bring an end to the strife which has
brought this tragedy to Lebanon.
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Office of the White House Press Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Due to the continuing uncertainty of the situation in Beirut, I have
directed the United States Embassy there to assist in the departure
by overland convoy to Damascus of U.S. citizens who wish to depart
Lebanon at this time.

The convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday, and American citizens
are being alerted both by the Embassy and by broadcast on the Voice of
‘America to be prepared for departure at that time, if they so wish.

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr. Robert Waring
have been brought to Damascus overland. They will be picked up by a
U.S. plane and returned to the United States, arriving on Saturday.

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our continuing operations
will be leaving Lebanon., The American Embassy in Beirut is to remain
open to continue our efforts to help bring an end to the strife which has
brought this tragedy to Lebanon.



June 18, 1976

Public Statement on Evacuation of American Citizens from ILebanon

Due to tie continuing uncertainty of the sitﬁati;)n in Beirut, the
President has directed the United States Embassy there to assist in
the depaseture by overland convoy to Damwscus of its U.S. citizens
who wish to depart Lebanon at this time. |

The first such convoy is expected to leave Beirut s Saturday
reematwap-errridgmes, and American citizens are being alerted both
by the Embassy and by broadcast on the Voice of America to be prepared
for departure at that time if they so wish.

The overland route to Damascus has been chosen in view of the fact
that it has been safely used by various foreig’n national groups to leave
Lebanon during the last several days, including a British convoy which
successfully delivered the remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and
Mzr. Robert Waring to Damascus this morning.

Only those Embassy officials not es s.ential to our continuing pperatiofxs
will be leaving Lebanon., [FYI: It is expected that approximately

35 to 40 will remain. End FYI] ‘The American Embassy in Beirut

-

is to remain open to continue our efforts to help bring an end to the

strife which has brought this tragedy to Lebanon.
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