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KTAR AM, TV 121KBBC 
KTAR Broadcasting Company 

A Company of Combined Communications Corporation 
P. 0. BOX 711 -PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85001- (602) 258-7333 
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September 21, 1974 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
White House Press Secretary 
The White House Office 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Rona 

In your 118,000 miles with President Ford while 
he was Vice President, I was one of the many 
faces you met in the newsrooms of NBC affiliate 
stations . My name may be mixed in the clouds 
of travel, but my congratulations to you on 
your new position are sent with warmest personal 
regards. 

Enclosed is a clipping from the Phoenix Gazette 
to add to your collection. 

This is a very exciting time for you and your 
family. I know how proud you must feel . 

Please be certain that the good wishes are not 
just from your fellow network reporters, but 
extend down through the affiliate stations. 

Continued success. 

John Culea 
Reporter 

1101 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE-PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
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EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Rome, Italy 

Ronald Nessen, Esq. 
rrhe White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ron: 

September 25, 1974 

I was delighted to read that the President has named 
you his Press Secretary. I'm sure he couldn't have 
made a better choice. 

We've been seeing you in print and on TV more and more 
since we spent that pleasant evening together at Stan 
Pottinger's a couple of years ago talking about the old 
days at Alexander R. Shepherd school. 

Now that you have the toughest job in America I assume 
we'll see you more in the media during the next few 
months than in the past several years. 

Best regards. 

since~elr .. ·)~ .. 

( .V;vf'vl'-'2- ,·' 

ChristOpher D. Costanzo 
Second Secretary of Embassy 
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THO\IAS CORPORA 
BUREAU MANAGER 

NBC NEWS, TOKYO 

1·lr. Ron ~essen 

NBC NEWS 
A DIVISION OF NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC. 

THIRTY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA. NEW YORK, N. Y. 10020 

Pre<identiPl Press ~ecrctc:ry 
The 1\rd te House 
~ashington, D.C. 
U.S .A. 

Dear Ron, 

SANKO OAIICHI BLDG. 

8 NISH:KUBO-SAKURAGAWA·CHO 

SHIBA. MINATO·KU, TOKYO, JAPAN 

T.EL. :un- !5501 -.a 

Sept. 26, 1974 

I know you 1re very busy, and I expect to see you s~>c•n, if briefly, \-Jhen 
President Ford visits Japan, so I 111 sny no more no\.; than hearty congratulations 
and best wishes in your new job, a job l 'm certain you'll excell in. 

\:arm Regards, 



Thaak you tow yaa:w belated c-.nwtatl••• Now that l have 
bua oo tU jolt low a while I thlak wlaat I l'ea1ly aHd la belat .. 
e_.oleao••· 

The jo1t ia v•rr ~ •• I'm wol'ldq fCMU time •• hl.nl fol' half 
tbe pay INt. ae...,..dy, the t., hova &ad headacbea are eom­
peaRW fol' br the ••'Y' lateredlas aatuwe o1 wMt I am •t.aa• 
Tbla&• really look dlllel'eat from Wa aWe. 

l kaew ycna ha4t left NBC but I c1ida't I'..Uae that Jft were out 
at the Ualwrettr of New Nalao. The Mat time the Prealdeat 
cornea CNt that way, m&yN we wUl have a ebaace to aet ........ 

WI'. Claarlea CoMea 
Dep&nm-* of J .. natlam 

.. ..... .,, 
llOil N•••• 
P•e•• ... nea., 
to tM Pweald•t 

Tbe Ual••••ltr of New Naleo 
Al"'-"'•,..., New Malco 87Ul 
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87131 
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 0 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO ~X 

DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The 1vhite House 
1
ll!=! shington, D.C. 

Dear Hon, 

Have you gotten used to that address yet? 

By this time, you may feel thatall you'v~" 
ever done is be a Presidential press 
secretary. Regardless, please accept my 
belated congratulations on your 
apnointment. 

I kno,,.., you have the ability to handle 
the assignment excellently. May the gods 
cooperate in the pffort--the country n°eds 
a success. 

For myself, it h:=is been 2-!- years since 
I left NBC. Sometimes I miss it badly 
and sometimes I don't miss it at all-­
vrhich is ahnut Hhat T expected. 

Charles Coates 



AFTER FIVE DAYS RETURN TO 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO 

DEPARTMENT OF .JOURNALISM 

AL.BUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

C. K. Coates 

Mro- Ron Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 
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ALAN CASTRO 22 Kennedy Road Flat 68 Hong Kong - Phone 2307::.,_/ 

October 28, 1974 

My dear Ron! 

It's been a long while since the good old 
NBC days in Hong Kong and the"Cultural Revo­
lution rampagings of 1967-68 in and around 
these parts. I had heard intermittently 
through the years that you had advanced from 
one success to another, and indeed, you fully 
deserve every one of them. But -I never thought 
you'd make it to the White Housel In fac·~ 
when your name began cropping up in the cables 
I had thought it must be anotner rlonald Nessen. 
Then on my color t.v. set one evening there 
was the Ron Nessen unmistakably, though 
partry-hidden behind that growth. My belated 
congratulations; and m~y you make the success 
of this very important ~ob you no~hold. 

I~ returned to newswork since leaving NBC 
in 1969 writing mostly on the China scene. But 

-now I am editor of a regional "~uality" 
business magazine. It's very bdring work but 
it pays quite"~ell. I~ the past few years I 
have been travelling twice a year around the 
Far East and interesting happenings are 
developing. 

Asians out here these parts still don't know 
wh~~ to make of your ~resent boss. The general 
d~~t, especially among Asian regimes en­
demically used to the Uncle Sam handouts year 
through the year ad infinitum; they"are now not 
too sure that Mr Ford and his administration 
are going to be anything quite as generous as 
forme~ White House tenants had been. I say 
all to~he good. It's time we Asians learn 
how to tie o~r own shoe lace and to live 
withinjnot only our own me~~s, by our own life 
styles too. ) 



~" 

--:-. 

The Chinese have still not decided what to 
think about .M~. Ford. Li'<e other Asians, .t: eking 
seems to grow·ncrasingly aware that Mr. F 
is somewhat m re inclined to put gentle brakes 
on further developing of Sin~!merican ties 
in favor of reassuring such your old f~iends 
as Chiang Kai-shek and other "anti-communist 
leaguers." But then the Chinese, in their dealings 

with the West, never place their-~~a~ce at all 
on individuals. They keep th~ir eye on your poli­
cies and are v. sensitive~ the first sign of 
drift and!change,whichever the direction. As for 
Nixonrnd Watergate, China reallyoand sincerely 
is astonished (as I am somewhat too, and also many, 
Asian leaders I had spoken to privately) at the 
enormous waste of time on what is really quite 
tr~vial coTpared tqthe massively proliferating 

prbblems of international int~a-relations and 
their problems. And they wouldn't bel~hinese if 
they don't fe·el a bit sorry for the Jness Nixon has 
found himself in -- even out of office. After all, 
the man did initiate the cutting of the ice between 
Peking and \Vashington,which opened up a lot of 
possibilities, even if much of these options have 
stilf'to be taken up. I hope we are wrong about 
Ford.4growing coolness towards tihis part qf.the 
'.lrorld, and the need for future Sino-American 
cooperation; for there is really very little, 
comparatively, outstanding between the two in 
history. But now I'm ramb~lng ••• 

This note is meant for warm congratulations to 
you and good wishes from a former friend in HK 
who had thought highly of you andcremember you as 
a gentle and unfailingly courteous person. For 
a foreign newspaperment that is quite a KBSEXX~~xx• 
comElimentary description, I assure you. My 
rememberance also to~our wife whom I remember 
well too. r 

Sincerely, 

Al~ 



FROM a Alan Castro 22 Kennedy Road Flat 6Q 
'\ Hong Kong. 
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Mr. RONALD NESSEN 
Presidential Press Secretary 
The White House 
WASHINGTON , D.C. 

The United States of America 
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G E 0 R G E A. CRUMP 

1600 KESWICK DRIVE 

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23518 

Oc.tobvr. 14, 1974 

My, how .the mighty have wen! 

WaJrmU.t c.ong~n4. 

MIL. Ron Nu.&on 
Plteu SeCJte;taJc.y .to .the 
PJtu.id.en:t 
While HoU6e 
Wa.6hing.ton, V. C. 
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From the desk of 

Marsha Connelly 

Dear Ron: 

Although this is somewhat late, 

does this mean you're not going 

to feed from Burbank anymore? 

(I hope not!) 

Seriously, I couldn't be more 

happy for you and just wanted 

to tell you. 

Hope a I I is we I I. 

My very best. 

P.S. Paul and Roxanne send 
their regards. 
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r---TRANS WORLD AIRLINES,Iwc.-------------
'ooo SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C., U. S. A. 20036 

September 30, 1974 

Dear Ron: 

You may recall our meetings aboard several press 
charters during the Johnson days and I just wanted to drop a 
note of congratulations on your appointment. 

Needless to note that if we at TWA can be of any 
help, please let us know. 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
'lhe White House 
Washington, D. C. 

JJC/mk 

/ 

rely, 

(S;;:,c~-- . )-'' > 
John J. Corris 
Director, Public Relations 

AROUND THE WORLD U.S.A. e EUROPE • AFRICA e ASIA e PACIFIC 
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Mr. Ronald Nessen 
Press Secretary 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ron: 

September 25, 1974 

I must say, Ron, Elaine and I are very much b:npresNd. If you 
will recall, we met at the swimnrlng pool in MalUm Kea wheD''''YO"' 
we:re covering Vice President Gerry Ford1 s travel'S. At that time, 
I must admit that I was even then fascinated by your overall grasp 
of what was occurring in the political scene. Without question, 
you called every shot. As Elaine mentioned to you at the time, the 
wonderful thing about your work is that you are living and working 
with those who make history. 

In any event, we would like to offer you the heartiest of congratula­
tions on your new appointment. In the very short time in which we 
got to know you, we could tell that great things were in store. You 
are quite obviously commencing to prove that point. 

Once again, good luck in a very difiicult new position~ and if you 
ever have time when on the West Coast, the offer still stands for' 
drinks and a dinner. 

4404 Van Alden Avenue 
Tarzana, California 91356 
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JosEPH E.GROWLEY 
SPECIAL AsSISTANT TO 

CONGRESSMAN HOWARD W. ROBISON 
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SE P 2 8 19~-~ 

WA.SHINOTON, D. c. 20013 

JOHN M. CHRISTIE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Dear Mr. Nessen: 

September 26, 1974 

We were delighted to read about your 
appointment as Press Secretary to President Ford 
and wish to extend heartiest congratulations and 
all best wishes for the future. 

We value highly your account relation­
ship with us and offer our assistance at any 
time we can be helpful in your banking needs. 

Best regards. 

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

the Board 
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c. 
THIRTY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YO ' . roo20,C RC 

T. CORRIGAl\ September 23, 1974 

Dear Ron, 

Congratulations! 

I remember going to lunch with you and Bill Monroe 
when he was trying to decide if you should be hired. 
If we had known you were the flighty type and not 
likely to stay on, it is doubtful that we would have 
hired you. 

Seriously, I am selfishly sorry you have left for we 
have lost a good, solid reporter. I am also very 
happy for you and delighted that one of ours should 
be the first from the industry selected for this job. 

You have my best wishes for success in th~ important 
and challenging post -- it sure~y beats hell out of 
Hong Kong. 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Sincerely, 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 

ALCOHOL, DRUG ABUSE, AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20852 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
White House Correspondent 
NBC 
4001 Nebraska Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Dear Ron: 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE 
ON 

ALCOHOL ABUSE AND ALCOHOLISM 

I am delighted that President Ford has chosen you to represent him 
to the media. 

I think it is a superb choice because I have always enjoyed the 
incisive questioning you have asked me when we have been at press 
conferences or done interviews together. Since I know Bill Lukash 
who is his personal physician, and now the President has chosen a 
press representative who I respect mightily, I am optimistic about 
the future of viability and expression. 

If I can be of any help. please do not hesitate to let me know. 

You have my best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

A~ 
Morris E. Chafetz, M.D. 

Director 
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LONDON 
SEI' 23-43 
1630 AJO 

TO AMCOCAST NY 
fM AMCOCAST PARIS 

SEP 2 5 1974 

16223 ARCHER lJOULD APPRECIATE YOU RELAY THIS MESSAGE TO RON 
NESSAN THE I HIT£ HOUSE, WASH. DC. ' 
CONGRATULATIONS SINCERE BEST WISHES FOR SUCCESS IN YOUR NEW 
JOB. PERSONALLY I THINK ITS EASIER COVERING A vAR. IN ANY 
EVE~T KEE l YOUR HEAD DO~ N. KINDEST PERSONAG REGARDS 

. C I OF lUI L 

++N F I D++ 
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INFORMATION~FFICE 

FORT ORD, CALIFO&~IA 93941 

Hr. Hon Nessen 20 S, pt 
Press Secretary 
The '1.\lhi te Hruse 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Hon: 
Let me re- ntroduce myself. I'm the 6-6 captain 

who, 2long with Chlil.ck Sjler, used to do the IO 
thing for the Air Cav in Vietnam. 

Please accept my congratulotions on your new 
job and my \Ielcome to the other side of the street. 
As one vJho has trod both sides of the information 
thoroughfare, I can tell you authoritatively that 
the go"ng can be r·ugh. 

Hanson Baldwin once told me that a government 
information officer had to serve two masters--­
his boss and the truth--and that the twnin seldom 
met. I aJHays felt he vas undlJ.ly cynical, because 
an IO can serve the truth and his boss and still 
survive vith honor. Chuck Siler did it with the 
Cav ..• I did jt there on two tours and, I might 
add, I'm still dojng it. 

Your appointment to this vital job had to be 
one of the most correct annointments this 
administrat~on has made. It adds stature and 
bread"h to a posit'on that long has had those 
qualities in short supply. I'm proud to have 
krovm you "way back when" and hope to renew 
our aca-uaintance :in the future. 

I'm 'currently the IO at Fort Ord and I'11 be 
traveling hack to DC for the annBal meeting of 
the Assn. of the Uf !rmy at the heraton-Park, 
13-16 October. I always use these occas~ons to 
say h~llow t~ some ?f t~e oldsgamg from t~e early 
days lD the J\am ••• llJ;e 0 os, heeh;:m, Apple, et al. 

Best \'lishe!~ 

J • COlEMAN 
MA R, INFANTRY 

INfORMATION OFFICER 
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September 20, 1974 

Mr. Ron Nesson 

BERTRAM L. CHEZ 
SIDTE 111, RYAN BUILDING 

HIBBING, MINNESOTA 111174.6 

SEP 2 :cl 1974 

White House Press Secretary 
White House 
Washington, DC 20000 

Dear Mr. Nesson: 

It is not likely that you will remember me, however, I had 
the pleasure of meeting you on the evening prior to my 
daughter's graduation from Western State College at Gunnison, 
Colorado the night of May 24, 1974. 

My family and I enjoyed your program very much that evening 
and we were greatly thrilled today to learn that you were 
appointed the White House Press Secretary. Please accept 
our sincerest congratulations. We wish you the best of luck 
in your new capacity. 

If you ever wish any feedback from the hinterlands, do not 
hesitate to contact me, 

~~. 
Bertram L, Chez ~·· 
BLC :mjv 
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SEE YOU IN JAPAN 
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l R _\\, YORK ( . (L£ 

September 21, 1974 

Dear Ron, 

Enclosed is the Associated Press "night-lead" 
on President Ford announcing your appointment as 
Presidential Press Secretary. I thought you would 
like to have it as a momento. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Cooper 
NBC Nightly News 
News & Features Asst. 

, 
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.l!'crd-Press secretary NL 430, twotakes 610 

BY JiRANCES LEWIN.E 

Associated Press Writer 

W.ASHINGTOB AP -Ron Nessen, a White House reporter for NBC, 

became President Ford's new press secretary Friday •.• itb Ford 

standing beside bim, Nessen said be would never knowingly mislead or 

lie to the White House press carps. 

After being personally introduced in the White House briefing room 

by tbe President, Nessen, 401 declared his belief that the first duty 

of a ,presidential press secretary is to "get as much news as 

pcesible ••• to the .AJ'Derican people." 

Nessen bad been on tbe staff of tbe National :Broadcasting co. since 

1~62. He came to tbe .. bite House as an NBC correspondent wben J!ord 

became .~;~resident in August. He bad traveled more than 100,000 miles 

covering J! or d as vice president fer tb e radia-telev ie ion network. 

He replaces Jerald terHcrst, a veteran Detroit newspaperman, who 

resigned after J!crd's pardon of former President Nuon, saying it was 

a matter of co~cience because be disagreed with tbe decision. 

TerHcrst also said be felt important information on presidential 

decisions bad been withheld from bim. 

Taking tbe press room podium after Ford introduced bim, Bessen said 

be hoped be would be able to earn as much respect tr om tbe press as 

terHcret bad during his brief time as press secretary. 

"I think it's probably too late to go back to a b oneymoon," 

Nessen told tbe reporters, ''but maybe we could have a trial 

r ec oncilia tion." 

-'~ard said be bad the opportunity to get to know Nessen very well 

during fJI vice presidential tripe that .... essen covered. He said be 

admired bis skill and objectivity and ••enjoyed his company.'' .... ord 

also described hie new press secretary as bav.il:lg a "superb 

reputation" and pointed out tbat ~. essen bad e%per1ence in both 

electronic media and tbe writing press • .1.'4essen worked with the United 

Press International in , asbington before joining NBC. 

Richard c. , ·ald, president of NBC ~ewe, said in a statement: "NBC 

is delighted that Ron .... essen bas been cboeen as tbe new ·nbite House 

,press secretary. In tbe 12 years be bas been with NBC News Ron bad 

proved himself one of our finest j ourna.lists ••• " 

.Nessen, in bie first pronouncements, said& "I hope the "bite Rouse 

press ccrps is ready far another Ron," a reference to BU.on Press 

Secretary R ona.ld L· Ziegler. • • I am a Ron, but not a Ziegler, I can 

tell you tba t." 

Nessen added& "I will never knowingly lie to tbe White House press 

ccrps. I will never knowingly mislead tbe White House press corps and 

I think if I ever do you would be justified in questioning my 

continued usefulness in tb e job.'' 

He said be does not think that a press s ecreta;ry always bas to 

agree with a President's decision. He said be felt it was bis role to 

repcrt actions of tbe President, bow and wby they were made • 

..wlCl\E 
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ter.t1arst bad during his brief time as press secretary. 

• • I think it's Jll" obably too late to go back to a b oneymoon, '' 

Nessen told the reporters, • 'but maybe we could have a trial 

r ec oncilia ti on. '' 

.~~ard said be bad the opportunity to get to know .... essen very well 

during 57 vice Jll"esidential tripe that .essen covered. He said be 

admired his skill and objectivity and "enjoyed his company.'' .~~ard 

also described his new p_ress secretary as hav,.ng a "superb 

reputation" and pointed out that •. essen had experience in both 

electronic media and the writing press. J.'lessen worked with the United 

Press International in nasbington before joining NBC. 

Richard c •.. ald, Jll"esident of NBC ~ewe, said in a statement: ''NBC 

is delighted that Ron •• essen bas been cboeen as the new White House 

IJress s ecr etar y. In the 12 years he has been wi tb NBC .Ne we Ron bad 

:proved himself one of our finest j ourna.lis te ••• " 

.Nessen, in his first pronouncements, said: "I hope the ·.bite House 

press carps is ready 'for another Ron," a reference to Nilton Press 

secretary Ronald L· Ziegler. "I am a Ron, but not a Ziegler, I can 

tell you that." 

.... essen added: • 'I will never knowingly lie to the White House press 

carps. I will never knowingly mislead the White House press corps and 

I think if I ever do you would be justified in questioning my 

continued usefulness in the job." 

He said be does not think that a press secretary always has to 

agree with a President's decision. He said he felt it was his role to 

repcrt actions of the President, bow and why they were made. 
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WASHI1~TON .Q·cr d IT ess Secretary NL Take 2& made. 19 0 

And be said he thought the press and the Jll"esidential spokesman 

"both have the same aim which is to get as much news as possible on 

what goes on in this place to the .AJ:nerican people." 

He said "I've been assured that I will know what is going on" and 

will be in daily contact with the President. 

~essen described himself as "apolitical," saying he bad been 

covering most of the political campaigns of the last 15 years and bad 

no affiliation with any political party • 

.Llessen cited two farmer :press secretaries as models that be will 

try to emulate: 

'':Bill .. eyers far his knowledge and his honesty and the amount of 

inf cr ma ti on tba t he put out. 

"Fierre Salinger fer the good humor and the g ood fellowshill and 

tile grace that he brought to this job." 

Nessen said his salary will be $42,500 and be hopes to get a leave 

of absence from liBC· essen, a native of ¥1ashington, :o.c., and his 

wife Cindy, th e f ormer Young Hi song of Seoul, south A: ar ea, have two 

children, .t!Jdward, 11, and car en, 18. The .. essens live in Bethesda, 

Md., where they recently entertained ftesident J!ord at a poolside 

press party. 

1838p~l; 09-2 0 



Ron -

John Chancellor 
1-/unt/ey-Brinkley Report 

You know all of this, 

but I thought you might be 

interested in the eggs on 

the beach. We are all delighted 

with your appointment, and 

look forward to the sunny 

uplands of credibility. 

In haste, 

-= J . -
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