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May 5, 1976

Mr. Ronald Nessen
Press Secretary

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ron:

I want you to know that I appreciated very much
your cooperation last Sﬁaprday morning in working out
an agreement to keep TV cameras out of the WHCA dinner.

As you noted, these affairs are planned as social,
relaxed evenings-- not as news events. And my own feeling
is that TV cameras, no matter where they were placedz
would be a distraction for our guests. Of course the
clincher is that the President is our honor guest and
his wishes must be respected.

Again, thanks for making the final decision palatable
to some of our people with views different from mine., '




(hicano Jribune

THE WORLD’S GREATEST NEWSPAPER

CLAYTON KIRKPATRICK

TRIBUNE TOWER + CHICAGO, ILL. 60611
EDITOR
Telephone 222-3232 « Area Code 312

May 13, 1976

Mr. Ron Nessen
Press Secretary

to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Ron:

Thank you for your very generous note commenting on
the Pulitzer Prize awarded to the Tribune staff. I
am sharing it with George Bliss and the other members
of the staff who contributed to the two stories.

I know they will be as gratified as I with the message
of congratulations from the President. Please thank
him on our behalf.

Sincerely,
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DAILY NEWS_

P. O. BOX 1660
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510

PHONE: 272-8561
KATHERINE FANNING
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER

May 18, 1976

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. Nessen:

Thank you so much for your very kind congratulations
on the Anchorage Daily News Pulitzer prize. We are
indeed grateful for this marvelous honor and will

do our best in the years ahead to live up to it.

Please tell the President how much we appreciate
his message of congratulations.

Sincerely, .

Katherine Fanning

ams



Ehe New Pork Eimes

229 WEST 43 STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036

May 19, 1976

Dear Ron:
Thank you for writing, as if you didn't have
enough to keep you busy. And thanks to your boss,

Your note came as a surprise because I had
been led to believe, during an earlier adminis~
tration, that congratulations from the White
House came only to Roller Derby winners, and then
only by phone,.

I'm grateful to be disabused of that notion,

Yours, -~
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imy i1, 1976

Dear Pmal:

Is it true”®> Are you really going to be the new
producer of the Today show? Well, i so, you've
certainly zot the hairline and waistline to follow

in the footsteps of Stuart Schulberg. This is about
your fifth job with NBC in as many years., It seems
you can't keep a job very long.

Serloualy, congratulations, I know you'll do as well

on the Today show as you have in all your other assign-
ments at NBC News, I'm anxious to see who you

will be hiring to replace Barbara Walters.

Cindy asked to be remembered to you and your family.
Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Paual Friedman
NBC News

30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, New York

RN/jb
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"THE LOUISVILLE TIMES

LoUuisVILLE, KENTUGKY 40202
AREA CODE 502-582-4011

May 24, 1976

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Nessen:

Thank you very much for your good wishes.

It's a very exciting prospect to have the oppor-
tunity to explore a whole new area of publishing

for daily newspapers, and I trust we'll come up with
some interesting discoveries.

I am sending Barry a copy of your letter, and I'm
sure he'll be pleased to hear from you.

Yours sincerely

o Bz

Carol Sutton
Assistant to the Editor
and Publisher

CS:sw



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 21, 1976

Dear Joe:

responsibility to the current blind race to Print every bedroom
tidbit.

Best wishes.

W‘I.{on essen
Press Secretar

to the President

Mr. Joseph Kraft
340(}\R Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20007
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" Joseph Kraft

The Fruits of Scandal

Where will it all end, the rich diet of
sexual hanky-panky on Capitol Hill now
being served up almost daily in the.
press? Well, a little reform is predicta-
ble, and some slight changes in leader-
ship.

But the major longterm conse-
quernce is apt to be a change of stan-
dards in the press and television. Un-
written rules have already been broken
and there will probably be a new as-
sault on privacy by a rampant and ri-
valrous Fourth Estate, which seems not
to understand the conditions of its own
existence.

I do not mean to say, of course, that
issues of public interest have not been
present in the sex scandal. The first sto-
ry, centering around Rep. Wayne Hays
of Ohio, raised a classic question of
fraud—the use of public money by Mr.
Hays, as chairman of the House Admin-
istration Committee, for illegitimate
private purposes.

The Hays case has actually set in mo-
tion some steps toward reform. The sys-
tem of accounting for payment of con-
gressional staff, which was so loose ;hat

Mr. Hays made it a private preserve,
will now be tightened.

Mr. Hays himself has been badly
weakened. He has lost control over his
House Administration Committee and
may lose his Foreign Operations Sub-
committee of the International Rela-
tions Committee.

The result of these changes is mixed.
Mr. Hays will no longer be able to use
control over office space and parking
assignments and other perquisites to
terrorize his colleagues in the House. .
At the same time, his diminished stat-
ure in the foreign operations commit-
tee will remove a barrier against proce-
dural absurdities. There is now, for ex-
ample, a far better chance that the sub-
committee will vote to block Panama
Canal negotiations by a know-nothing
amendment restricting funds for that
purpose. !

A final spinoff from the Hays affair
affects the top Democratic leadership
in the House. Mr. Hays has been a lead-
ing ally and supporter of Phillip Bur-
ton, congressman from San Francisco

and chajrman of the Democratic Cau-
cus in the House.

With Carl Albert stepping down as’

Speaker, and Majority Leader Thomas
O'Neill Jr. taking Albert's place, Burton

.was, along with John McFall of Califor-
nia—the Democratic whip—a logical’

contender to fill O'Neill's present post
of Majority Leader. From that post he

would have had relatively easy access

to the top job of Speaker of the House
after O'Nelll stepped down.

Association with Hays has weakened
Mr. Burton's claims. The odds now fa-
vor Mr. McFall. For me, anyhow, that is

.not sad. I think Mr. Burton was a natu-

ral ally of Mr. Hays and that the two
men share unseemly qualities.

But though I infinitely prefer both

Mr. O'Neill and Mr. McFall as decent,
hard-working men, no one should imag-
ine that the new House leadership is
going to make an important change for
the better in congressional behavior.
Mr. O'Neill and Mr. McFall lack the stat-

ure and the detailed grasp of issues and.

the flair for going to the country on tel-
evision. They will not be able to control

their own troops. Nor will they be good'

in elevating the debate between Con-
gress and the executive branch, which
1is now at the heart of government.

" But while needed reform and person-

nel change stagnates, the revelations go

on apace. The cases of John Young.

from Texas and of Allan Howe from
‘Utah have no public policy ramifica-
tions. They turn on private questions
important to the persons involved and
their families, but not to millions of
‘Americans who read newspapers and
watch television. ‘

By pandering to prurient taste, by.

competitive indulgence in voyeurism,
‘the responsible press does no service. It
trivializes issues, and this makes it easy

for officials to avoid the truly difficuit

question of responsible leadership, of
governance. It contributes to public cy-
nicism about government, which is al-

ready grossly exaggerated. It builds

Jpopulist hostility against all bulwarks,
constitutional and customary, of liberty
and privacy, including those that now
‘protect an increasingly unpopular and
:suspect press.:

© 1976, Field Enterprises, Inc.
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KAXT
AL A A
CBS Television Stations
A Division of CBS inc.
6121 Sunset Boulevard

Los Angeles, California 90028
(213) 469-1212

Dear Ron:

What a nice surprise to receive your letter.
Thank you for writing and thank you for all of those
kind words.

I'11 miss those go-arounds we had during the briefings.
What will I do for fun now?

Rest assured Ron, if I (someday) reach Barbara Walters
salary level - I'll still remember you.

When President Ford comes to Los Angeles in the fall -
will you save an interview for me?

Love,

Unar .

onnie Chung

Mr. Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C.
July 26, 1976



Dear Conaie:

Congratulations and best wishes on yoar new pusition
as anchorperson in Los Angeles. We will certaialy
miss you here in Washington, but I know it’s a great
new opportunily in your career,

I'm sure that one of these days you'll be up there in
the Barbara Walters salary categoryl '

Seriously, you are a talented and dedicated television
journalist. I know you are going to succeed in your
new endeavor.

Best wishes,
 Sincerely,

W

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Ms. Connle Chung
CBsS
Washington, D, C.

RN/jb




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 8, 1976

Dear Bart:

I understand and sympathize with the problems of press coverage at
the Puerto Rican Summit meeting expressed so forcefully and
articulately by you this morning in the Post,

Iagree with a good deal of what you wrote, and, in fact, made many
of the same arguments myself here within the White House as plans
for the Puerto Rican meeting were being made.

You must understand, Bart, that the needs of the press are necessarily
only one of many considerations when plans for such meetings are made,
Some of the arguments I made about better accommodations and briefings
for the press were turned down because of competing foreign policy,
economic, security and logistic considerations.

I want you to know that I consider it to be an important part of my job
here at the White House to fight behind the scenes to make sure that the
Press covering such major events as the the Puerto Rican Summit have
the very best in the way of accommodations, transportation, communica-
tions and briefings, Unfortunately, I don't always win the arguments.

The best I can do is to promise that I will fight even harder next time
for better treatment of the press.

Sincerely,

Ron Néssen
Press Secretary
to the President

~ Mr. Hobart Rowen

The Washington Post
1150 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C., 20071



Hol';art Rowen -
Isolating Reporters From the News e

.

After a couple of frustrating days
trying to cover the economic summit
meeiing in Puerto Rico recently, I feel
obliged to report that I think all of us—
reporters and editors—have been par-
ticipating in a deception of the reader.

As was the case at the first economic
“summit at Rambouillet, France, last
November, the press was carefully
sequestered at a safe distance from the
heads of state. In France, reporters
were confined to the Georges V Hotel
in Paris, not exactly a hardship post,
but a full hour by bus from the securi-
ty-ringed chateau at Rambouillet.

In Puerto Rico, while the heads of
state took over the posh Dorado Beach
Hotel, the press was held at bay 20
miles away in a San Juan hotel.

It is true that reporters’ “pools,” de-
signed to represent the wire services,
networks, daily papers and magazines,
were flown or bused into Rambouillet
or Dorado for specific events, largely
ceremonial, and duly reported back to
their colleagues what they had seen.

But the trick, and officials have per-
fected it, is to keep the pool reporters
from seeing very much, or learning
anything at all significant. For exam-
ple, at Dorado Beach, the pool report-
ers were privileged to witness Presi-
dent Ford greeting the other six in
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coming heads of state. Secret Service
agents kept reporters from drifting off
to talk to summit participants.

One pool report described the meet-
ing room as having a “commanding”
view of the ocean. Big deal. Not that
the reporters ever saw the inside of the
room fitself, even empty: the essential
;d&ta was supplied by a White House

The TV networks can live nicely on
this kind of diet: The arrivals of Presi-
dents and Prime Ministers, with a Con-
corde or two in the tropical back-
ground, is better stuff for the 6 o’clock
news than arcane reports on economic
growth. So was the spectacle of Secret
Service dogs sniffing typewriters to de-
tect any bootleg explosives.

But substantive news—if indeed any
such was in the making—had to come
from other sources. The normal kind of
private probing for news, between indi-
vidual reporters and officials, was more
difficult at Puerto Rico than at Ram-
bouillet because of the near-total isola-
tion of all the conferees—heads of state
and lesser dignitaries—at Dorado
Beach. Even the Puerto Rico phone sys-
tem proved to be a silent partner to se-

crecy.
That, unhappily, left only one real
source-~the official briefings—for 500

news-hungry reporters in San Juan, in-
cluding a delegation of six from The
New York Times. Briefings are an exer-
cise in which a government official
tells you what he wants you to hear.
But the foreigners are better at it than
the Americans.

After the first day's meeting at Dor-
ado Beach, three American officials
helicoptered to press headquarters at
San Juan to brief American reporters
(and any others who cared). They re-
cited a deadly dull summary of what
President Ford had said, but refused to
divulge any of the give-and-take of the
discussion. Everyone knew that a ma-

-Jor bail-out for Italy was an important

question for the conference. But when
State Department counselor Helmut
Sonnenfeldt was asked about it, the
best he could do was decline to “con-
firm or deny.”

Others were less shy. Ivan Head, for-
eign affairs adviser to Canadian Prime
Minister Trudeau, gave Canadian re-
porters a full account of the Italian
loan discussion. And West German
Chancellor .Schmidt himself briefed
German reporters, as did Trudeau on
the return flight to Ottawa.

The British brought along to Puerto
Rico their chief Treasury press officer,
Peter Dixon, who was able to give Bri-

4

tish reporters a point-by-point rundown“

of Prime Minister James Callaghan’s
and Chancellor of the Exchequer Denis
Healey's doubts about President Ford’s
‘proposals for slow economic growth.

As American reporters at other inter-
national monetary conferences have
long since discovered, getting “filled
in” on the British briefing is essential,
since the British take their press offi-
cer inside, while the American press
alde stands a useless vigil outside the
-closed door.

The crowning insult is that the final
product of these summits, a sometimes
vacuous communique, is thrown at re-
porters literally minutes before depar-
ture of the principals, leaving litle time
to absorb and explore its meaning (if
any).

So, dear reader, when you see the
dateline of the next economic summit
meeting (probably Tokyo), remember
that the stories are written by someone
insulated from the proceedings and
miles from the scene, relying most
heavily on what he knew or learned be-
fore he got there. And your reporter
will likely have had his best summit
briefing, secondhand, from some for-
eign political leader with his own par-
ticular ax to grind.

-
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MR. PRESIDENT, s
o]
YOU ARE PROVING YOURSELF TO BE THE KING OF _THE WATERGATERS. NOTHING
COULD BE MORE IMMORAL THAN YOUR USE OF THE TAXPAYERS MONEY TO BUY
REPUBLICAN DELEGATES. YOU HAVE BEEN DOING THIS BY WAY OF INVITING
VARIOUS DELEGATES TO THE REPUBLICAN CONVENTION TO THE WHITE HOUSE
FOR STATE DINNERS. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT CLARKE REED THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE MISSISSIPPI DELEGATION WAS ABOUT THE ONLY POLITICIAN
INVITED TO DINNER FOR QUEEN ELIZABETH. YOU HAD OTHER DELEGATES FROM

- THE WEST TO THE STATE DINNER FOR THE PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA,

RECENTLY A REPUBLICAN DELEGATE FROM THE SOUTH SWITCHED TO YOUu

BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT GAVE HIS FIRM A LARGE CONTRACT,. THIS IS NOT
YOUR MONEY, THIS IS THE TAXPAYER®S MONEY WITH wWHICH YOU ARE
FIGURATIVELY BRIBING THESE DELAGATES TO COME YOUR WAY. YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT OF THE ENTIRE STATE DELEGATIONS TO THE REPUBLICAN
CONVENTION AT THE WHITE HOUSE IS AGAIN A MISUSE OF OUR NATIONAL
SYMBOL, THEN, OF COURSE, THERE ARE THE ROADS AND THE GOVERNMENT
CONTRACTS WHICH YOU HAVE SOMEHOW SEEN FELL INTO A GIVEN DISTRICT
WHEN A DELEGATE®S VOTE WAS AT STAKE,. UNFORTUNATELY, THE PRESS IN THE
UNITED STATES HAS GIVEN YOU A FREE RIDE AND HAS NOT EXPOSED YOUR
ACTIVITIES IN THIS RESPECT AS THEY wOULD IF YOUR NAME HAD BEEN
NIXON, THEY ARE SO ANXIOUS TO FINISH OFF REAGAN POLITICALLY AND PUT
YOU UP AS AN EASY TARGET FOR JIMMY CARTER THEIR REAL HERO, THAT THEY
HAVE ALLOWED YOU TO GET AWAY WITH THIS SCANDELOUS BEHAVIOUR.
ACTUALLY, MR PRESIDENT, YOU ARE A POLITICIAN IN THE MANGER. LIKE THE



o fo d e b

DOG IN THE MANGER WHO COULDN®'T EAT THE HAY BUT WOULDON'T LET THE
HORSE WHO COULD EAT IT, YOU ARE DETERMINED NOT TO LET REAGAN OR
ANYONE ELSE WIN THE NOMINATION EVEN THOUGH YOU YOURSELF CAN'T DO A
THING WITH IT ONCE YOU HAVE IT,. YOU ARE TARRED wITH THE NIXON PARTY

OF WHICH THE LATEST POLLS INDICATE A MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE IN THE
UNITED STATES DISAPPROVE. YOU ARE TARRED WITH THE ENTIRE WASHINGTON

ESTABLISHMENT BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN A PART OF IT FOR MANY DECADES.

CARTER PEOPLE HAVE TOLD ME FRANKLY, THAT THEY DON'T WANT TO RUN
AGAINST REAGAN THEY WANT TO RUN AGAINST YOU BECAUSE YOU ARE A PUSH
OVER, IN ADDITION TO THAT YOUR PERSONALITY HAS ALL THE CHARM OF A
FOOTBALL TACKLING DUMMY AND YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY GO ON NATIONAL TV AND

CONVINCE THE DEMOCRATS AND INDEPENDENCE TO SUPPORT YOU AS RONALD
REAGAN OBVIOUSLY CAN. WHY DON'T YOU REALIZE, MR PRESIDENT, THAT YOU

ARE A LOSER, BOW OUT IN FAVOR OF MR REAGAN AND STOP USING‘I%XPAYERS'

&

MONEY TO BUY DELEGATES

WILLIAM LOEB PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER MANCHES TER UNION LEADER
MANCHESTER NH
NNNN

{



5052 Loughboro Road, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016
August 7, 1976

Dear Ron:

I appreciated the note on that column
re The Pardon.

Trust the Clyde Beatty routine in the
press room is going well.

est regakds,

7zl

Patrick J. Buchanan

Mr. Ron Nessen
Press Secretary to
the President

The White House
Washington, D.C.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 28, 197¢

Your column "The Politics of Pardon' in yesterday's New York Dajl
News was 3 clear headed ang forceful statement that needed to be

Best wishes,

Sincerel

on Nessen
Press Secretary to
the President

Mr. Patrick Buchanan : e
5052 Loughboro Road, N.w. s
Washington, D. C. 20016 i



. Nixon Pardon:
- Comment
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117 K ‘That the apostles of love up there were stoking
5 i a e {) 1 iCS . the embers of revenge was not the only paradox at.
v Madison Square Garden.

. o : We heard endlessly about the abuses of the FBI

- - . R +and CIA—nothing about the principal abusers, John F.

- . Kerinedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. We heard corruption

g . ) - : in government denounced. And the oratory applauded

’ by enthusiasts of a fighting 94th Congress which has

distinguished itself by the amount of boodle it has

: iaxtra:t;d from the taxpayeﬁ-s and the number of trol-
~ ops it has put ou the payroll, :
P‘ ™ ' ; . One of the more appropriate pledges was the '

ATE ICK J' BUCHAN:"N promise-to make the birthday of Martin Luther King

Jr. a national holiday. It is fitting Democrats should -

"VAMIE‘ GTON—Former First Lady Pat take the lead here, -e:iiacg it ‘lmsix:heit &fltbmo I;re;i-
Nixon wa 3 . s dents who wiretapped the telephones and bugged the
recovering fro?nsg,m-*atfol%:ng hBeaCh 4H(.‘Spl.tal bedroom of the late civil rights leader. One wonders
Wolter 31 h a s en a grimning what vwent- through the mind of “Daddy” King, deliv-
alter Mondale gripped the lectern at the Demo- ering his benediction to a convention which contained
cratic National Convention. Sniffing out the mood - politicians and press, who knew, and kept silent, dur-
of his audience, the vice presidential choice of what ing the early ’60s when the agencies of a Democratic
Jimmy Carter calls the “party of compassion” ripped administration were gathering and distributing dirt on
mto_Gera}d R. Ford for _having interrupted the pros- his murdered son. - ‘
ecu&x_on of Richard M. Nixon. u . - But, back to the Nixon pardon. While controver-
, immy Carter was up next. “Our country,” he said, sial and costly, it remains the single most presidential
‘has lived t}grou'gh a time of toriment.-It is now a decision of Ford’s abbreviated term in office. True, it
time for healing.” Carter's idea of healing was to tear produced a firestorm; but it was the last firestorm. It
the scab off the Watergate wound, and remind his lanced the boil that had been festering, at great cost -
cheering audience that “big shot crooks” were going to the nation, for 18 months. Left to the national
free. Two years atter Ford’s magnanimous parden of Democrats or liberal press, we would still be recycling
his predecessor — done at great political cost and no. the garbage, replaying the tapes.
}:_erson?:l gain — it still rankies the Nixon-haters. If The liberals suggest that their opposition to the
.nelre is any political juice left in that rotten old. pardon stems from the fact that Ford broke his
g:ie on of Watergate, you can bet _that Carter and promise, and interrupted the process of justice. Bat
: °“‘3;‘°' the candidates of confpassion andlove, are when Fard reversed himself on amnesty, they were
J“S‘\: e boys to find it. . elated. When Jimmy Carter suggests that .thie drait
. Now, do not get them wrong. They are not against dodgers will not be made to pay the penaliy for the
caarity, just charity toward the Nixons. They are not laws they violated, they are ecstatic. A real unifier,
against pardons either. In fact, they plan to dole out that Carter. - .
about z;i.OOO pardons.tihe first week they are in office Two years after the pardon, after the revelations
S ;3 the %raft dodgers who ran away to Canada and of the sins of previous Presidents are laid alongside '
A hten d‘iv d?“;f’t%e,rg better young men went off to those of Nixon’s men, it is clear that what the leit
;_og an:m die in tnlemam in what Jimmy Carter likes. was after, is after, is not juyssice, but Nixon. For 18
=0 call our "racist” war. - ) : months they had -been mainlining it on Watergate.
- And the individual. mo matter ais name, who cut off

the supply, who put them through cold turkey, would
earn their eternal enmity. Ford, courageously, chose to
be that man. .

N.Y. Daily News
(7/27)




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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FROM: RON NESSEN
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CBS

CBS Inc., 51 West 52 Street
New York, New York 10019
(212) 975-5152

Arthur R. Taylor, President

September 22, 1976
Dear Ron:

In response to your September 1U4 letter, I have read a transcript
of the promo and the Jaworski interview segment of the 60 MINUTES
broadcast aired on September 12. The text of the promotional copy
and the precise statement of Leon Jaworski went as follows:

The Promo
"Was there a deal between Nixon and Ford for a pardon?
Watergate prosecutor Leon Jaworski has the answer on

60 MINUTES...Sunday at 7, 6 Central time on CBS."

The Interview

Rather: "Did Gerald Ford have a deal with Richard
Nixon for a pardon?"

Jaworski: "No. I have never thought that he had a
deal with him, and I don't believe it."

I appreciate your concern and understand your preference to soften
the promotional ad, but it could certainly be argued that the many
people who were "hooked," as you say, into watching the 60 MINUTES
program, many who may not have watched it otherwise, came away more
convinced than before that there was no "deal." In which case,

Mr. Ford was well served by the broadcast. It is my opinion that
had the promo copy read as you suggested and had not enticed so many
to tune in to the broadcast, those people would not have witnessed
the strength of Jaworski's conviction that there was no deal between
Ford and Nixon.

Sincerely,

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C. 20500
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September 14, 1975

Dear Arthur:

Some people hers at the White House were bothered by the promotional
advertisements run on CBS last weekend for '40 Minutes, ©

I don't have the exact wording, but the promos went something like this,
"Was there a deal between Nixon and Ford on the pardon? For the
answer, tune in tonight to 60 Minutes, "

The answer, delivered emphatically by Lecn Jaworski, was "No, "
CBS, of course, knew the answer was "No" whea it ran the promotional
ads, but the promosg themselves could raise a Question in the viewer's
mind about whether there might have been a deal,

The promotional ads might easily have said, “Leon Jaworgki says there
was no deal between Nixon and Ford. See him tonight on 60 Minutes,

Admitedly, such a prome would not have been as progocative and probably

would not have hooked as many people into watching 60 Minuteas.,

It's too late now, of course, but some pecple here at the White House
did feel the promos wers unfair, ,

Best wishes.

Siacerely,

Ron Nessen

Press Secretary R
to the President P
Mr, Arthur Taylor
President
CBs

524 Weat 57th Street
New York, New York 10019
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WASHINGTON
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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FROM: MIKE DUVAL

For your information

Comments:
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September 27, 1976

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Ron:

Thanks very much for your letter of September
22nd. I much appreciated it. I'm sure you could
write a full book on the subject.

The only points Jimmy Carter scored in the
debate with the President, which the Presddent
clearly won, occured when Jimmy talked of compas-
sion and of the sufferings of concrete ordinary
people hidden behind the statistics. On issues
of foreign policy, the President may be better
able to talk this way than Mr. Carter. The conse-
quences of American action for the liberty of many
individuals, in many families, in many nations, make
our foreign policy not,merely a politics ef abstrac-
tions but of concret¢/persons. In fact, in almost
every nation of the“world there are actual, living
relatives of various American citizens. Our people
are international, and so our foreign policy must
be. And these are concretel} links of blood and
feeling, not mere fleshless abstractions. The
Democrats are prone to ideology on these questions.

warmest wishes,

k/&__“

Michael Novak

MN/RG
MICHAFL NOVAK FIVE SNUG COVE LANE BAYVILLE, N.Y. 11709 (516) 628-8825
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Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20005






Dear Mikss

I bave watched your Sunday columns in the Star with growing admira-~
tion for your independence of thought and vividness of expression, But
my reactlon to your column of this past Sunday coacerning the short-
comings of the preas was ona of envy ~- [ wish I'd written it,

Tour most powerful point, and one that I can vouch for from personal
experience here at the White Hause, is that reporters -- and eapecially
television reporters ~- start out with the cynical bias that politicans
are different from other people, basically crooked and devious,

I'm sorry, Mike, that we haven't seen much of each other In recent months,
even though I know you visit the White House from time to time. I hope
we'll have a chance to remedy this before long. I'd like to talk to you

more about the cbservations of your press column, among other things,

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Ron Nesasen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Michael Novak
Director

EMPAC
P.Q. Box 48
Bayville, New York 11709
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WASHINGTON BUREAU
1920 L STREET, N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
(202) 293-3100

WILLIAM SAFIRE

September 3, 1976

Dear Cindy and Ron:

Helene and I hope you can
come to our Sixth Annual Yom Kippur
break-the-fast at sundown (7:30 PM
or so) October 4, 6200 Elmwood Road
in¥Kenwood.

Non-fasters are welcome, too,
though ethnic food tastes even
better when you're hungry.

Best,

/o

RSVP Mrs, Wellde
293-3100 =x224



~ 6200 Elmwood Road, Kenwood Directions to the Safires

Chevy -Chase, Md. (tel: 652-7374)

Take Mass. Ave. past Ward Circle, past Westmoreland Circle, downhill
to second traffic light, which is Little Falls Parkway. Right on
Little Falls through park; straight across River Road to second light
which is Dorset Road. Left on Dorset into Kenwood, across RR tracks,
take first right which is Kennedy Drive. Go 3 blocks to Parkway
Drive. Go left one block to Elmwood Road. House on corner with

red brick wall around it, 4
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December 2, }

Dear Jack:

I think I have as good a sense of Wimor as anybody. ButI don't
see anything funny about the fakg want ad published in the December
issue of the NBC Newsletter whith proports to be signed by me.

I am weighing a number of offeys for employment after President
Ford leaves office on January f0. I don't think my negotiating posi-
tion is helped any by the sugggstion of your allegedly funny want ad
that I am so hard up for a jobfthat I am reduced to running a two line
advertisement in the NBC Nepsletter seeking a job.

Jack, I feel I must ask you tp run an explanation in your very next
issue stating that the so-caljed ad was only a joke by you and did not,
in fact, represent a genuinef ad by me. I expect this to be done.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr., Jack Klein
NBC Newsletter
30 Rockefellor Plaza
New York, New York 19020

cc: Ray Scherer ‘
Bob Mulholland







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 5, 1977

Dear Mr, Leaf:

The President asked me to respond to your recent
request for his views on the subject of legalized prostitu-
tion.

Unfortunately, in the brief time remaining to the President
in the White House, he will not have the opportunity to
respond to your question,

Thank you for your interest,
Best wishes.

Sincerely,

S

Ron Nessen
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr., Jesse James Leaf
Managing Editor

Genesis

770 Lexington Avenue

New York, New York 10021




December 29, 1976

President Gerald Ford
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear President Ford:

The editors of GENESIS Magazine are preparing an article on the
subject of legalized prostitution.

It will report the results of a survey of prominent Americans,
such as yourself, on the pros and cons of legalized prostitution in
the United States.

Specifically, we are interested in your response to the following
question: Do you believe prostitution should be legalized? Why or why
not? Space has been provided below and on the back of this page for
your reply. A stamped, self-addressed envelope has been included.

.. We appreciate your prompt attention and look forward to hearing
from you. o

fincerely,












