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MEMORANDU~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 1, 1974 

FOR: RON NESSEN 

FROM: Sheila Weidenfeld 

SUBJECT: Briefing Box 

I love Jack Hushen's suggestion about a briefing box 
for my office. Can we get that implemented Monday? 

Thanks. 



MowamiMtJ- -'• 1974 

SHEILA WEIDJ:NI"ELD 

J'B.OM1 llOM NESSEN 
• 

SUBJECT• 

Tlale ...... alftallt wltll me. lklt.,.. eU.W malr.e the ....... 

Mechm•s Leete~ fnm J ... L•••• ... te Da.W X••atr .,.. • .ua, 
plct1an atol'f oa a. .. Wo~ fe' LU"J: l•-· TM Y -~ Ia Plc!!ne, 
wltJa plaltopapU tUM., StasaMe haes 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 7, 1974 

Dear Mr. Kluger: 

Thank you for your recent letter. I greatly appreciate your congratu
lations on my appointment. 

I am familiar with WAMU, having worked at the radio station when I 
attencied AU. I certainly want to commend you for WAMU's sponsorship 
of Marathon Week to raise money for the D. C. Children's Hospital, and 
I wish to thank you for your invitation to me, Mrs. Ford or Susan Ford 
to donate tim.e through a recorded rnessage or a personal appearance 
during Marathon Week, December 8-13. 

I will check with Mrs. Ford1s office and get back in touch with you 
regarding the possibility of participation. 

With best wishes, 

Mr. Barry Kluger 
WAMU- Al\1 
Post Office Box 400 
The American University 
Washington, D. C. 20016 

Sincerely/ 
--) 

,.--· ---..../ 
~ ,;'-._ __ .. (:~ ·---:.--"\ 

' Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to the President 



for 

Have Liz do an ack and then 
refer to Shelia Weidenfeld 
for nee act for Betty Ford and 
Susan Ford? 

'·,', 

YES / NO !' <,\ -... ·, 

' !, 

OTHER: 



U ~
. c::~ r:_, .. , . L~, n fl2PO ~ox 400 . 

·- . • \ , 1 \ • \ ! \ I j The Ameru:on Un1vers1ty 

\ ·. · .... 

1 

_\ (:: ::::::::.J, 1: :\. • . \ , \. . . . \\.~Washington DC 20016 
~LJ\ . .;::=;..-::2u J · w ~wC0(2o2)363-1515 

October 23, 1974 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Office of the Press Secretary 
The Hhite House 
Washington ,D.C. 

Dear l~r. Nessen, 

Allow me to congratulate you on your appointment as White House 
Press Secretary. I am sure this will mark a new era of openness 
between the White House and the media. 

I understand you are an alumnus of The American University. While 
I don't knm>J if you worked at our· campu3 1v.d i o station, I presume 
you are familiar with it. 

As you may know, WAt•1U-Ar~ conducts a marathon each year to raise 
money for D.C. Children's Hospital. In the past 13 years, we have 
raised over $35,000. During Marathon Week, we broadcast live 24 hours 
a day for six days. Noted radio and television personalities have 
come to our broadcasting facilities to support o~r cause and have 
utilized a "beeper" to record promotion for our fund-raising. 

It is with this in mind, that I suggest the possibility of having 
yourself or perhaps Hrs. Betty Ford or i'1s. Susan Ford donate some 
time during the marathon through a recorded message or perhaps, even 
a personal appearance. The marathon is Dec. 8 - 13. 

During the marathon we broadcast from a remote im from of Mary Graydon 
Center, the Student Union Building. 

I vmuld appreciate your attention to this matmr and any help that 
you may be able to give us. 

Respectfully yours, 
/ . 

I /,..) J 
' ' . ' 

Barry Klucct 
Publ.ic.RelatiO{i·S and Publicity Director 

l'l A:·lU -l\i·1 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Rhl: · ... : 
•. _i 

Fr£. ~~ 
~_ae,_~ 

~-/VU- ~ ~ 

r-------~~~ 
~~. 

~ 



8UGaDDR ODIIDL ADUI8 

LOUD ftOMP80if 

!!'!!! ariefl!!t !0! 

a. ...... baa agne4 to IIAJca a ran exaepUea t:o poUer 
aDCl ~- ~~ a pnae bd.efiacJ MK be iuUlle4 Ia 
DeUa W.lduf•ld'a offloe ia t1ae -~ lfla9· .a.,.,_ bow, 
tiMan hu beeD a loa9-nn"tll9 polloJ' tduat ~ noelftra 
O'Mr ftiall ODe IM7 llaua to ~ 4al17 pnaa bz'iefiDJ .. 14 
llft be ia-11e4 oauide the pnea offioe ana. w. will, 
wlt.b tJa1a OM -.u-, GODtia• ._ eiMn U t.ba~ pollGF• 

ftaDit ,.. ,_ ,.,.. ... , ... _. 

L-t/pp 



J"B.OW1 

SUUJi':CTt 

1\0MNESSEN 

Wa ........ Peat~~ *WJ' oa WMte 
llea•"Utdepa ..... • 

TWa ..., ... llke a .... Ideate me. ... lt •• fa 1lb •••......._ JW 
mil .. 1Nt aWe .. UI'Mie mon ...0, tllaa 1 caa. 

Olaft..tr u,.. ..... toW 1< •• t1a Tuaa .. IM• ~~~~em.wa • .,.. 
wU1 ...... - can61lla ........... ·'Uttla , ............... ..,. 
bMilscnet ......... If...,.._.. ....... ~latent...,.. IIIJ dae ...... 
w.... yea may wut te talk to tMIIl flrat to let them bow wlllat ta 
_,act. 



-
Dec IF bll' 19. 19'f. 

llllmt .......... ,_. ......... talk ... ... 
"1ltde ...... .. W1llte .. _" ,.~ ..... , .... 
..... .,-&' .............. .._ .... ,.......... -ef'- ........ 

... ,_., ...... _.laa.W-..a y-. 
................... I IMef'll ... ....... ..... .......... 

..... K•E· ... ~ .............. 
I 15ela ... a-., R.W. 
........... 7 

RN/c& 
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1150 15TH STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20071 

(202) 223-6000 

Dec. 6, 1974 

Ron Nessen 

Press Secretary 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20050 

Dear Mr. Nessen, 

Though I know you must be busy with things of greater 

national import, I am taking this opportunity to write you 

With details of a story I would like to do for Potomac, the 

Washington Post's Sunday magazine, where ram a staff reporter. 

The story is on the topic of "The Little People In The 

White House" and would deal with the unnoticed people who are 

vital t~ the succi~sf~l functidning of all ~arge org~niz~tion~. 

People such as janitors, potato peeless, lightbulb changers, 

window washers, dishwashers, gardeners and bus boys. Employed 

by any other organization a restaurant, a bus station or 

whathaveyou -- they might consider their jobs uninteresting 

and commonplace. However I have a feeling that working in the 

White House, working directly for the President, can give 

additional meaning, additional vitality, to their jobs, and 

corroborating this would be the thrust of my story. There are 

no names of specific people for me to give you the point 

of it all is that they are unknown, even to me but I 

would like to have as many of the above occupations and similar 

ones represented as possible. 

fTn,..."V"'~,\ 



1150 ISTM STREET, N. w. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20071 

(202) 223-6000 

Though I am at your disposal as to the timing of the story, 

I would like to know as soon as possible what your thoughts on 

it are and if you forsee any problems. 

Thank you very much for your time and interest. I'm looking 

forward to hearing from you, 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Turan 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

--
J__ I U ~ tlL. l,r -«-A. ol_ ') 

-f:vv~ ~~ (/L._ 

~~{-. 

~~~Lo 
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~niteb ~reJ5J5 ~ntemational 
GENERAL OFFICES 

-
NEWS BUILDING, 220 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 

Written From 
WASHINGTON NEWSPICTURES BUREAU 

506 NATIONAL PRIESS BL.DG. 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 2000A 

TELE. 347•1 IU 

SheUa Weidenfel.d 
Press Secretary tor Mrs. 
Press Office 
The Wh:L te House 

Dear SheUa.: 

Febrt1a17 14, 19?5 

Ford 

In Hel.en Thomas' weekl:r col.umn we carried the fact that 
Susan is taking- photography" 1essons from Dave Kennerly~ 

UPI Nevspictures WOtil.d like very much to follow this up 
w1 th a picture layout. I hereby request permission to 
have one of our photographers make some pictures of 
Susan and Dave at work, and 1n addition would like to 
obtain some pictures made by Susan. 

I am partieularl:r interested of pictures--if' she has 
made any-- or the President, Mrs. Ford, the famU:r 
during leisure moments, her pets( dog and cat), and 
anything el.se which may show her photographic abUi ties. 

If she is partieularl.y interested in photographjng 
some other -subject such as nature, still. l.ive, or 
what ha~e you, I would certainly be interested in those 
as well •. 

I f"tll.l.7 unde:rstand that Susan is not connected "tQ.:;~.press · 
office and therefore do not expect her pictures to be 
handl.ed as routine rel.eases •· UPI will. be more then happy 
top her for the use or make a donation to:her favorite 
char -- ·' 

· ... ,· 

Bureau Manager 

cc: Mr. R0 n Ne~sen, Presidential Press Secreta17 
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1150 ISTM STREET, N. W. 223-6000 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 

March I9, I975 

Dear Patti~shelia: 

Thi~ i~ the li~t-I ~poke to you 

about on the phone, which I need to 

complete ~oone~t. 

t'\ {/ I. The living area of the _up 0 .ta~r~, .. 
( J J~ ( 1. e., ~ s~1tu-51Jelii)'-i<.._ 

.
. ·· , $eopla working,eat. '-m<·,..e- ~. zU) () 

::::s::::tr~ 2.Telephone operator'~. 
~) //, 3.Curator of the White Hou~e 

bc-"--:;n-·--..-!..- 4.Susan Studying in her room at homeo ./-. a~x~-;~ .5.E(levator operator at the Hou"~e. 
~ / IM /:9wU?.-, JJvl l..f..t:t.-.~) 
r~A IF!o/ ./ · 
~ .., ...- Thank~ very much for all your help, 

\ 

_,.. .... ·- ·~ 

'.c 2'D_~-, 
..:-~~ 

\ ~-) 



MEMORANDU"-...../ 

•· 

·FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~ON !!fflSSEN 
.DAYE I<:ENNERLY 
,M,R,S •. ;FORP ' .. ::? STAFF 

March 25, 1975 

Sheila Weidenfeld -~uJ 

Media Requests regarding the First Family 
other than the President 

All media people requesting visits with (on or off the 
record) or information on the First Family other than 
the President should be referred to this office. 

Please indicate your suggested disposition of these 
requests and whether the next contact should come 
from you or this office. 

No firm commitments should be made without approval 
from this office. 



JW1e 18, 1975 

Sheila a 

Thh tape wae eent to Ron for 
Mra. Ford. We have not acknowledged 
it. 

Thank a. 

Connie Gerrard 

Attachment: Fred Ward-Hush Sidey 
on "The Fords" AM America 6/13/75 



THE WHilE: HOUS'E 

WASHINGTON 

NOTE FOR: 

FROM RON NESSEN 

J/ 
/'./(_ --(..d . 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Ron Nessen 

FROM: Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld 

Just thought you would like 

to see this in case you missed 

it. 60 Minutes with Mrs. Ford 

will be aired on Sunday, August 10. 

I will be receiving transcripts on 

Friday and will send one over to 

you as soon as I get it. 



, .. 
. . 

Betty Ford-. strong, straight, frarik 
By Arthur Unger Morley Safer interview · musical-comedy aspects that he even dress1·d 

New York . . . , up __ t. h_ c guards in outlandish costumes. One felt 
. The most indisp~~able evidence that the tb air·orrfd_·· b_;.'Mi~ute_: s'.!,:; th~tNixon was overly impressed by the pomp 
woriu is indeed shri!'king is, for me, most ... _ _t..?. , .;~IJW'JO~l;d•; 1 ~~·· . @n!l'~mgeantry) he found in other parts of the 

· apparent at the; time of transatlantic phone .. . . ·~,,, 1 ft ill • : 'r'•ki- c:t • Wtfri~~':Butthatkind of extreme formality is 
·calls. My call to CBS newsman Morley Safer in . woman. And 1 mean ordinary in ~he best sense. . j~)i~~t~:4.merlcan 1'\ it is not a part of the 
Lpndon is put through in no more time than it of the word." • . ' , culture.Jtillways had the feeling of nouveau 
would take to place a call to Newark. If I were How does First Lady Betty Ford compare monarchy.· · ·: · 
inclined to place a call to Newark. with previous first ladies? · "With the Fords; there is the sense that a 

Mr. Safer, who recently interviewed First "Well, Lady Bird Johnson was a thoroughly real family lives in the White House. I had the 
Lady Betty Ford in Washington, is now in political creature, like her husband. Both had feeling that I had just dropped in for a visit 
Lo~don, P~~paring a _d?Cumentary on Britain · an instinct for the power.of the office. She was with people I knew· i' 
while awa~tmg the amng of the Betty Ford- always very much involved·- nobody could . ;\. ~·Betty ford asked me if I'd like to look 
interview on "60 Minutes" <CBS, Sunday, ·.ever call her a suburban housewife. ~nd, pf ),,{U'ountl and proceeded to s~ow·me the house 
9:;l0-IO: 30 p.m .. check local listings>~ ~ course, the Johnsons were rich. ' · before we lunched. By the way. orie of the first 
' "I'm now working on perhaps the most "Jacqueline Kennedy 1 found to be a things she did when she took over was move 
difficult assignment I've ever had," says Mr. pampered dilettante who seemed to feei it was the Ford's own double bed into the White 
Safer. "It's an ho~r documentary on what's _ all just a bit depressing. 1 would suspect, House. 

Television 

killing Britain'- and I find- it difficult because 
I have a special fondness for this country. 

··nut you're never stire ~bout the British
whether once again they can pull it off._ 

· However. my instincts now tell me they can't. 
I hate to come crashing in with predictions of· 
gloom, doom. and disaster- but I'm afraid it 
looks like gloom, doom, an<\ disaster. Maybe, 
there's a time clock that runs through a pepple 
and despite generations of ticking away, at 
some point it just runs out. .. ;'' 

How about a less depressing subject? Betty 
Ford, for instance? 

Mr. Safer brightens noticeably, even across 
the 3,000 ~iles of telephone cable. "Now, that . 
was a terrifically pleasant surprise. I had. 
never met her before and I didn't expect to 
fiJl!i a woman so strong and straight and frank. 

"One of our researchers said something 
very profound 11bout Mrs. Ford- that there is 
a terrific strength out there among w.omen, 
those tough, open, hardworking, selfless 
\\·omen in American society 'who are doing 
their best to raise good families and maintain 
Solid values in domestic life, Betty Ford, in a 
sense. represents them. Not the pill takers or 

, the bra burners - ju.:.t a very ordinary 

unless she could have a roomful of the most · "When we sat down to talk, in thG third-floor 
sparkling this-week's people, she found it ail . soiarium; there was no period of awkwardness 
just a bore. · · or di~comfort-:- we chatted with great ease. 

, "Pat Nixon always seemed one-dimensional 'Look,' s!le said tQ me, 'you can ask me 
to me. Perhaps there was another side to her. anything you want and I'll tell you, the truth. 
personality - I met her only once. But ~e · I'm such a lousy liar if I tried to lie to you it 
struck me as a cardboard character, the would be transparent anyway:· 
mannequin wife, standing there beside her "On camera, we could have talked for 
husband, doing her duty with very little heart hours. She is very· political about· the things 
in it. . . _ __ , she feels strongly about - and takes forth-

''With Betty Ford, you feel there is a real •, right stands on current · morality. the 
person there - a person· of great strength women's movement, family, children. abor
whose first interest is what some people might tion-: she is very outspoken. 
call shallow, but represents the strongest "Perhaps a few people will be affronted by 
element in a country li~e the U.S. - her that frankness - but I believe for the most 
family." · - part, the American people will be pleased to 

Does First Lady Betty Ford plan to leave her. know that a woman like Betty Ford is in the 
own personal mark upon the job? . . . I White House -not just a pallid shadow of her 

·"Certainly. As the kids grow up, she will husband, with a set look on her face, smiling 
undoubtedly broaden her interests. But, as in · · numbly at photographers." 
most American families, her counsel does not. Does Morley Safer think Betty Ford will 
go ignored right now. And that is important to prove to be an asset in her husband's 1976 
a president like Gerald Ford. ' . ' 1 campaign? 

. · "In addition, in a very subtle way, the Betty: "I don't know if Gerald Ford plans to use 
Ford presencP will set a different tone for the her politically but after talking with her. I feel 
presidency w~ich may have a lingering effect. he'd be a fool not to. If the first lady is 
When the Nixons were there. they both supposed to set some sort of national example 
seemed to want to make people feel that the -and I'm not sure that is the case- then alii 
White House was a kind of Palace of Ver- can say is she sure sets . . . fa good] 
sailles. Nixon was so impressed by the example." · 

) 
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...QEISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR Thursday, August 7, 1975 23 

The First Lady chfils with CBS ~ewsman In the White House 

:.Betty .Ford · · strong, sfrajght, ·frarik 
' . •; 

Uy Arthur Unger NPw Vnrlc Morley Safer interview ~-u~~~a~~~~-~~~~ a-~~~ct~-~~at ~:_ev~n ?.res~~.<! 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO:-i 

August 9, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL GREENER 
JACK HUSHEN 
LARRY SPEAKS 

~~~L~O~~~T:NFELD 1// 

FROM: RON NESSEN e~vV 

Please carry out this new policy at the next 
social reception. 

Attachment: Letter from the President to Helen 
Thomas, Bonner Day, and Peggy Simpson 
discussing new policy for coverage of White House 
social events 
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THE \VHITE HOUSE 

\VASH!;-.;GTO:-.r 

A~gust 7, 1975 

Dear Helen: 

' 
Thank you for .your thoughtful and persuasive letter 
coricerni~g press\ cover~ge of social receptions here 
at the White Hou$e. As you know, I consider it 
useful to be able to chat privately on occasion 
with guests at the White House to hear their views 
and suggestions, and to discuss their problems 
without the inhibiting presence of notebooks or 
microphones. I consider these conversations at 
receptions to be an important part of my effort 
to keep in touch 'tvi th the vie\·ls of my fellow 
Americans. · 

At the same time I. recognize your legitimate ne1;vs 
interest in White House social events. As your 
let-ter states, we have made considerable strides 
in improving access by reporters at the rfuite 
House and your observations persuade me that· \ve 
should nmv turn our attention to resolving the 
problem of coveri~g the social events. · 

I have asked Ron Nessen to -vmrk out arrangements 
to enable a small. pool of reporters to cl.rcul_§.te-.::· ·:C> 

at these social events on a trial. basis, '!;vi th the . 

' I 
I 
f .. 
i. 

L. 

understanding that the pool reporters 1vill respect .·. _ 

::ei~i~:'r~r~J~~ci~o~~~~:~~e5-~:~~~t;~£ __ •:t~~0\!Z:r~-f:37-?-~~ 
,P .-. • • '"·.;;.~ '• 

It seems to me that the presence of tape recorders 
or notebooks would not be appropriate~at a social 
function. 

-~ ; ___ ;. . . . A -.·-
. .. ._)'~>~ 
''·'· . . . ~ ... 
:\~~~ ··.·. _.: ·.· ... 

,. . "; ": 

··-r • -·";· 

~;·~~-~ 
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. . .. 

2 

I believe this arrangement may meet your needs for 
coverage and also mine for some privacy in conversa
tions· with guests. At least, let's give iJc a try. · 

I appreciate the spirit of your letter, and I hope 
this arra!lgement will \vork out Hell for all of us. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Helen Thomas 
President 
The \vhite House Correspondents Association 
1029 National Press Buildi!lg 
Washi!lgton, D.C. 

--~-'"'""""'.,.,.....,.,......., ...... ,~.·~-- ~-..-f-,_,f-:;.;z --.,~.If;J:c;~~~"~-·~-·.·· ~::;~: 
--... ~,.;.·----- -~==--~~-- >- """:; ...,_- ;---..,_-
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.THf; WHITE H0W.SE 

WASHINGTON 

NOTE FOR:~ Lv~~, 
FROM : RON NESSEN 

FY( 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Ron Nessen 

FROM: Margita E. White 
Assistant Press Secretary 

to the President 

Here is the clipping back you requested. 
I have kept the correspondence for 

reply. 

------··-------.. 
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DOROTHY SARNOFF 
... rebuilding the old Ford? 

Presidential Miracle Worker 
QUESTION YOU NEVER ASKED: Why will we pro

bably be seeing a more charming President Ford on our 
TV screens soon? Well, the White House summoned voice 
coach and personality teacher Dorothy Sarnoff down 
recently. Ms. Sarnoff has worked miracles for a host of 
people· in the public eye. Be interesting to see what she 
does for The Prez. 
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THE WHITE HGUSE 

WASHINGTON 

FROM RON NESSEN 

FY( 

.. 

.,..,_-~ .. 

-· 
• 

.· ._-- ..... _ 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: Ron Nessen 

FROM: Sheila Weidenfeld 

For your information. 



WASHJ~GTON 

TO: 
Ron Nessen 

FROM: 
Sheila Weidenfeld 

For Your information. 
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Q:lJ.c tu,tsbht£ton l,JoD. .· .·. rr· , y-· 
D l . LE People I Entertairtmertt I Leisure 
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Whatever President Ford's problems 
with the public, Betty Ford has now 
become one of the most popular wives of 
a President to occupy the White House. . 

On thr~ controreriiiill r-t!1tement.s made 
hy Mrs. Ford recrntly, the public leaVf~S 
no doubt that it backs her np decisively: 

--A 1\0-27 per cent majority agrees with 
Mrs. Ford when she said "she \\'OUld not 
be surprir,ed if her daughter hi!d an af
fair." Among young people under 30, a 
srlid 76-11 per cent agree with her, and 
mnong people h~tween 30 and !10, a 64-25 

-per cent rnajnrily il.grecs. However, 
:m;onr. peopleS'} il.nd over, only a narrow, 
44--12 p8r cent plurality <Igrces. 

By 61-23 per crnt, a sizable ma.iority 
also supports Mrs. Ford when she said 
"if her daughter were having an affair, 

. . 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1975 

' ' 

she would want to know If the yotmg man 
were nice or not." Again, the division 
hetwcen the young and old is decisive. A 
73-14 per cent majority of the 18-29 age 
group is for her, as is a 67-21 per cent 
majority of the. 30-89 ~ge group. But a 
smaller, 54-31 per cent majority of people 
50 and over supp9rts heron this issue. 

.:..on her favotlt!g ' 1passage ofthe 
Equal Rights Amendment. on women's 
rights," Mrs. Ford's stand meets with 
the agreement of a substantia"!, 70-15 per 
cent majority. Women agree with the 
first lady on the E. R. A. by 73-15 per 
cent, compared to n 68·15 per cent 
majority of me.n ~ho do; · · 

To test the reception glv~~ Mrs. Ford 
on her controversial statements, the 

Harris Survey asked a cross-section of 
1,519 adults nationwide: 

"Do you tend to agree or disagree ,~·ith 
Mrs. Betty Ford when she said UCE:.-\0 
LIST).?" 

S!ateme"'' mad• by Mrs. F~rd 

She favors pass~ge ott he • 

r 
Equal Right~ Amendments 

:..'Jon wmner'!. .r:tilh.ts.\ 
She would not be surprised 

If her daughter had 
en at•alr. 

11 her d•ughler wert having 
an affair, she would weot 
lo know If the young man 
were nice or not. 

Not 
Agree Olsagre~ Sure· 

Although public support for Mrs. 
Ford's recent statements is decisive and 
firm, the pattern of backing she receives 
is highly significant. Most solidly behind 
the first lady are people who live on the 

east and west coasts, residents of big 
cities and the suburbs, young people 
under 30, those who have had some 
college education, professional and 
executive type;,, union mcmbrrs, people 
with incomes of $15,000 and over, those 
who have a liberal political philosophy. 
and political independents.· Far .less rn 
support of the first lndy are those who 
live in the South, small town and rural 
rrsidents, prople who are 50 and over, 
skilled labor. bi:Jcks, low-income people 
and conscrvativr~s. 

By :md large, Mrs. Ford is supported· 
most by those segments of the public who 
Eire least likely to back her husband in the 
1976 election. By the saine token, she 
finds her least support among those who 
are apt lo back the President, the more 

conservative, small-town and 
residents, and the elderly. 

A political conchnion that might he 
drawn is that Mrs. Ford's st.~tcm('nfs 
probably did not help h·~r hu~bnnd':; 
caus0 with the aetiv;st conservatin-s in 
the Hepublican party, who'll Mr. Ford is 
trying lo court in his ba ttl"·~ with for)ner · 
Gov. Honald Reagan. I3ul Mrs., f'ord's 
outspoken statement'> ha vH won support .: 
from those younger and morl' in
d(~pendenl elements in the cl•'dnra!f', 
who <H'e indispensable to h'!r husband in 
a contest for the White Hr.u:;e n,..xt fall. Jn 
short, Betty Ford has a v. ide end d~ep 
following in the maim.lrcnm of American 

1 
life, and surely must be j;tdged A s;olld '·. 

. asset to her husband in Lhe ~Vhite House. · 
C1975, Chl~8<1? Trib•. ne 



FROM 

THE WHITE H6US 

WASHINGTON ~· 

RON NESSEN 

,.r--

1/. 

_j__- .--f'~~:::._.-:r~':---~ '----'..__ 

I ' 

lj ([.,/ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 20, 197 5 

Dear Bill: 

I like your proposal that Mrs. Ford speak at 
the National Press Club to commemorate the end 
of International Women's Year. I have forwarded 
your letter to Sheila Weidenield, Mrs. Ford 1 s Press 
Secretary, and you should deal directly with her. 

I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas. 

Mr. William Broom 
President 

Sincerely, 

" -( __ :;;/-.. - --.. 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 

to the President 

National Press Club 
Washington, D.C. 20045 
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O!""FICE: OF THE: PRe:SID~NT 

NATIONAL. PRESS CL.US 

WASHINGTON, 0. C.ZOO+S 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

December 15, 1975 

I have an idea for a speakers' luncheon at the National 
Press Club that could do the White House and the club a great 
deal of good. It involves women, and the speaker I have in mind 
is Mrs. Ford. 

International Women's Year ends December 31. The u. S. 
Commission will submit a report late in January recommending 
various steps that might be taken in the Bicentennial Year to 
implement some of the findings and proposals acvanced during 
International ~.Yemen's Year. 

The past tells us that most such recommendations from 
similar commissions quickly beoin to gather dust. In the case 
of International Women's Year and the report of Jill Rickelshaus's 
group, the Bicentennial offers an opportunity to avoid limbo --
the psychological opportunity for national renewal and regeneration 
through a Great Leap Forward for Women. 

There could be no better spokesman to provide the right 
climate, to co~~and the public's attention on this very important 
subject than Mrs. Ford. Her candor and her very evident humanity 
have made her one of the best-liked and most-respected persons in 
the country. And the goals of HlY and the U. S. Commission seem 
to have her approval. 

How should I begin, through whom should I communicate in 
trying to bring this proposal to Mrs. Ford's attention? Who 
could be helpful in obtaining her approval? Any help you can give 
would be much appreciated. 

The date I have in mind is somewhere between 
January 12 and 15. 

~JB: es 

Sincerely, 

&e.e~ 
William Broom 
President 



1415 NORTH SPRING STREET • PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 32501 • TELEPHONE (904) 438-3379 

Rpril 7, 1976 

.:;:l 

Dear Mr. Nessen •• 

Fourteen years ago I originated a five hour TV 
CANCERAMA ••• it's NOT a telethon ••• though it's based on the format. 
It's done from the studio on a Sunday afternoon ••• May 2Jrd ••• l:00-
6:00PNi ••• 

It's become THE TV show throughout Alabama, Miss., La., and the 
Fla. area ••• it's not the kind of pro~ram that wrings tears from 
dry mops ••• it's very "up", enthusiastic ••• a Doctor interview per 
hour for 3 min., no sad tales ••• 

It's a fun show ••• timed ••• relaxed, organized bedlam ••• no fish bowl: 
no "where do I go next" kind of thing. 

It started with no celebrities ••• whatever we raised was more_than' 
had •• no initial telethon costs ••• everything is donated!! Then fou: 
years into it •• I started(oh woe is me) getting friends of mine to 
fly down, for expenses only. Cloris Leachman, Burt Reynolds, Lee 
Meriwether(twice), Billy De Wolfe(three times), Gale Gordon, Jarne 
Withers, Madlyn Rhue, Ronny Cox ••• just to name a few ••• 

Now •• I'm starting this years ••• I wonder ••• if there any chance ••• an~ 
possibility •••• that ••• maybe, .. Mrs. Ford would like to appear? 

' ' ' : ~ ~ ' . -, ' - . - '• ' - : . 

It could be quite a "thing" ••• the show has won national awards •• it 
the only one of its kind ••• it's a "class" show ••• wit.h a lot of "hcbl 
mixed in ••• No one comes in to the studio without ha\drg been previow 
set ••• no "walk-in" people at all ••• I know a month ahead who is scht 
duled and what time ••• 

Iliy volunteers that are in the studio have done it for years •••• it' f 
a very controlled situation. 



And, frankly, I have a problem •••• 

How to top last years sho'.v ••• 

I had Kaye Stevens (one of the BIG soapers), Hermoine Baddeley (I;~AUD 
fun.'1y Richard Deacon, Kate Jackson and Edward Albert. Then ••• Glen 
Ford, and Henry F'onda{whom I had TV interviewed during the filming 
of IVIIDWAY~came by •••• 

Noth~ng I do this year ••• except ••••••• could beat that. 

Hummmmmm? 

If it's not po·ssible, there's no need of my trying to "sell" it ••• 
if there is any interest ••• I'll be glad to answer all of the quest 
I'm sure everyone will have! 

And I hear you're going to host a late night TV show ••• I'll be 
watching •••• ..--

Thanks •••• 

For reading, anyway. 

,...--....._ S~ly, 

'>L/~ 
Taris Savell 

P.S. Donald Rumsfeld interview aired last week •• oit's one of the 
finest I've taped in the 4 years of doing ••• He was quite a 
subject! 

:· ... ·· 

·:..::..: 
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2~uth El Camino Real 

April 20, 1976 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 

• San Mateo, California 94403 

The White House Press Office 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron Nessen: 

• Telephone (415) 573-710( 

During the past few weeks, I and several members of my 
East Coast staff have been called by representatives of 
the eastern press to verify apparently wide-spread ru
mors that Jack Ford has been interviewd by this publi
cation -- The ADVOCATE -- and that the administration 
has pressured us to suppress publication until after the 
November election. The rumor, of course, purports that, 
during the course of the interview, Mr. Ford admits to 
a homosexual preference. I can only assume that you and 
members of your staff have also been confronted with the 
same rumor. 

Because we are well experienced and highly sensitive in 
reporting matters of this kind, we believe the only way 
to put an end to this rumor, before it results in any 
damage to Mr. Ford or his father, is to allow Jack Ford 
to speak for himself in the pages of our publication. 
The credibility and respect we have established, not only 
within the gay community but among the straight press, 
makes us a logical vehicle for disseminating this infor
mation. I believe the implication of attempts to suppress 
this story should also be of concern to the administration. 

You will find us most cooperative and willing to assist 
in any way we can to clarify this potentially embarrassing 
situation. Your response will be most appreciated. 

RMc:jek 
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MEMORANDUM 
'-.._./ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 23, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL WHITE HOUSE/EOB STAFF 

FROM: Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld 
Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Jack Ford will appear on the CBS show, Magazine, to be 
aired Friday, June 25 at 10:30 A.M. on Channel 9. 

The above CBS interview will also appear on 60 Minutes 
this Sunday, June 27 at 7:00 P.M. on Channel 9. 

A rerun of the Mary Tyler Moore Show carneoing Mrs. Ford 
will be on Saturday, June 26 at 9:00 P.M. on Channel 9. 
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NBC Television 
Network 

A D1vision of 
National Broadcasting Company Inc 

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen 

Thirty Rockefeller Plaza 
NewYork.NY 10020 212-247-8300 

Press Secretary to the President 
c/o Connie Gerrard 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron: July 13, 1976 

I would like very much to come to Washington to see you 
regarding our making "The Big Event" for Sunday, 
November 28, 1976 (9:30-11:00 PM)'Thanksgiving at the 
White House'. 

Thanksgiving is a family holiday and it would be very 
exciting for our audience to visit with the First Family 
and share this occasion with them. 

We plan to include elements of entertainment by inviting. 
special guests for that purpose and using the Thanksgiving 
theme build a full ninety minute program. 

I'd appreciate the opportunity to discuss this with you in 
greater detail and because of the shortness of time, it 
is imperative we get together quickly. 

I look forward to hearing from you regarding an appointment . 

. ·- ... 
·...;.' :} 1:' .:;'· 



June 24. 1976 

. Dear Alvin: 

I received your le tter suggesting a television 
program from the V/hite House. I1d be happy to 
discuss with you any specific program idea you 
have~ ''Tha.nksgiving at the White House" or any 
other proposaL · 

When you. have au idea you would _Uke to discuss. · 
pleaae contact my secretary~ Connie Gerrard. and 
she will be happy to make an appo-intment for you. 

Best wisbea. 

Sincerely. 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
to the President 

. ,!( 
Mr. Alvin Cooperman 

]<'NBC 
Thirty Rockefeller Plaza 
New York. New York lOOZO . 

RN/jb 
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NBC Television 
Network 

A DIVIsiOn of Th1rty Rockefel18r Pli1Zd 
National Broadcastmg Company, Inc. NewYork.N Y 10020 212-247-8300 

June 22, 1976 

Mr. Ronald H. Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ron: 

As we discussed on the telephone yesterday, I would like 
to explore the possibility of doing a ninety minute television 
program from The Whi~e House. 

There are several ideas relating to such a program, one of 
which is "Thanksgiving at The White House." Thanksgiving is 
a family holiday, and I think that our audience would be 
very interested in seeing the First Family during their 
Thanksgiving celebration which could include the food, the 
guests, the entertainment. 

When Herb Schlosser discussed this idea with you, it was his 
thought to create a program from The White House around the 
First Family and one of their guests like The Queen of England, 
their meal, entertainment and the general luster of the evening. 

Our new series is called "The Big Event" and will be on the air 
every Sunday evening from 9:30-11:00 p.m. starting in the fall. 

I would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible so that 
we can get together and discuss the possibility further. 



., THE WHITE HOUSE ;?;_:3) 
WASHINGTON /-

NOTE FOR: 

FROM RON NESSEN 
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*1J~d.Q1?.~~~rver 

Ron Nessen 
1600 Pennsylv~nia Ave. 
Washington D.C. 

Ron, 

Founded November 3. 1966 

August 19, 1976 

I am writing to inquire about the possibility of conducting a 
telephone interview with Jack Ford anytime before the November 
election. My staff and I think such an interview would serve 
both the President's campaign and our readership well. Any chance! 

We would be asking questions of political significance, as well 
as a few personal questions about the personality side of the 
President's family etc. 

I was one of your co~ege media guests at the White House recently. 
I am the editor of the Observer, the student newspaper serving 
the campuses of both the University of Notre Dame and St. Mary's 
College. 

My home phone number is (219) 288-8417 and my mailing address 
is given below. 

Thanks much. 

Sincerely, 
f , 

' 




