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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 23, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH

FROM: TED MARRS}A"

Reference the Eastern States Country Music Association
request.

I'm not so sure a country music session at the White
House is such a bad idea. The music does appeal to
a large segment of the population. However, there
are considerations which must be weighed in any final
decision.

- This would set some sort of precedent
concerning performing groups with
Bicentennial programs.

- We have not surfaced plans, as yet, for
entertainment at the White House other
than that which is a part of state dinners.

- Is this association really representative
of the country music field?

Milt and I have discussed this and agree that more needs
to be uncovered before offering an intelligent appraisal.
Meanwhile, I did contact the Social Office and determined
that at this time they have no plans for country music
entertainment in concert with their planned social events.

It may be that this request should eventually go to that T3
office for any further consideration. S ‘ﬁgg

I will write to Molinari and determine more about his i?
organization and the talent it represents. I will also

tell him that his Tetter has been forwarded to the Social f 
Secretary for any further consideration. :

¢x_‘LJ;J\f;4,g{- | '1LthJ\s.
St h%/‘{u Fw

(3

"

P
—



J. PAOLINA!

2195 Victory 3culevard, .Staten

Ve

sen,

13 u‘ [6)}

v

;“ite Housa
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
uawhlnghon, d.Co

-~

Dear Ron,

ecretary to tn

L S ¥

Islang, wnew York 10314 SN N

—

Feoraary 5ta, 1576

(b
'y
"3
8]
4]
Hv
Ci
[¢1)
-
c’.

Pernaps you'll recall our freguent get-togethers when

we both were but novices

still active in broadeasting as Regional liarketing
with SZSAC in Kew York City.

in Country Music and i'=m
as Vice President of the
tion.

Az you know, Itve

in I'm
Director
I've also maintained ay roots
quite proud to be serving a tenure

Sastern States Country usic Associa-

the broadecasting industry,.

witnessed the fantastic growth of

~ Country Music through the years and I'm equally proud to be

a part of its history and progress.

It was with former Pros-

ident Nixon that I was able to arrange for the "first" Kational
Proclamation on behalf of Country iusic ¥onth in September, 1970.
It was also during this period that I worked with the Inaugural

Committee to insure that
of Inauguration Day.

Heedless to say, I am also quite

days" in Country Music.
had a very cordial visit

A far cry from the old WARL
serves the metro area quite

Ron, it's because

I'm addressing this lette

Directors at the Eastern

uoantry Music be included in the events

awvare of your "early
As a matter of fact, two weeks ago I
with Al Xessler at WAVA in Arlington.

howesver, the presant format still
well,

of your interest in Country usic that
r to you on behsif our our Board of
Stetes Country Music Association.

Cur association has outlined several Bicentennial events

involving Coun try Music taroughout 19746,

Music j'onth), New York's
.asie Square! w1th a

at the “"Crossroaas of the

Sign

In Octovber (Country

Tires square will be renamea "Country
caanging cerenony set for October lst
worla®. '
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. Ron wessen, ¥ :s Secretary to the President 2.

we are also working with tiae wational Park 3ervice in
arranging Country usic concerts at the foot of tae statue of
Liberty in Yew Jorx harbor. Tahc concerts will be hela througn-
out trne sumrer as part of tae 3Sicentennial celetration and visitors
to thes shrine will bs able to snare in a doudle heritaze . . . .
tnat of freecom ana music,

As you are well aware, untry .usic is America's own music.
1t was born here in ine United otaues and tells the stories of its
peoples joys and sorrows in a manner un-eéquallecd in any other fora
of American entertainment. It is most 11ut1n°. therefore, that Count
usic be included, hand in hand, with the Bicentennial celeoration.

It was during the past weekena taat popular entertainer
Tony Orlando made this statezment during a nationuide TV awards show.
Tony said, "whenzver I hear the words Country iusic in rmy travels
around the world, it's always mentioned as America's fusic." A
fitting tribute to an American heritage. '

with this in mind, Ron, I am asking for a few moments from
your most valuable time in order to investizate witia me the possibil-
ities of presenting an "ZEvening of Couniry iusic" in concert fcra
in the rast Room of The /hite Zouse sometime curing this Bicentennizal
Yyear as we also celebrate our rusical heritage.

he sicentennial corc:zrt of America's own iausic would bring
the "vintage! masters of Country ifusic to the ./hite House. Ilames
such as Roy Acuff, Bill :onroe, etc., could join tocay's more con-
tempory Country ‘usic artisis in presenting an evening of musical

‘heritage for Presicent and TS, Ford, the rresicent's faxily, selec-

tec menmbers of Corzress and perhaps chosen Goverror's of socuthern
states and ¥Mayor's of SOutSCrK c1t1es where Couniry rusic maintains
its roots. Tne evening woulc se & fittinz 3icentennial aelignt anc
a most enjoyable way to honor A:e rica, its heritage, its ausic and
its Birthday. The bistory of the Zast R00m woula then blend witha
the history of Coudtry _usic to provide a :0ost fitting tribute of
both past and present.

Our association would also like to present President ana s

P Ar )

Ford with a beautiful mounted "guitar-shaped" wall clock in honor oI
tne Bicentennial and Country fusic. The presentation would immeciatl
follow the eveninz of musical heritage with the sound of Country

Jusic still alive in the East Rooa of tne Executive :iansisn,

Ron, I know it's an evening thait you perco:
and I anxiously await your. ihoughis on the possib
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on, I would lixe to take taess lasti 7
you for sharing our trnouznts and desire. I a

rd
sree with our
in thinking the resture a novle one ani an ilez which ecarries an
equal amount of possibilities and responsibility. i recgonsinilicy

to our country, our ausic and our heritage.

ihe very nature ol the Presicent ana his fasily teni to lead
me 1o believe that they firmly believe in the ideals as expresse
tarouzn Country ijusic 2ni thus I ask you, as our Couatry liusic
represenvative in the .hite “ouse, to take our request to the desk
of the Presiuent for consiceration.

it
G

I thank you for your time, your consideration and your efforts
on our behalf. Extending every best wish and continued best personal
regards, 1 remain,

V4

Sincerelf; /

PV
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e

£ Zlchael J. l.olinari
Vice Presicent,
sastera States Country iusic
Mdii;ms Association
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 2, 1976

TO: RON NESSEN

FROM: RUSSELL A. ROURKEV

For Direct Reply

e S Al e S

For Draft Response

X For Your Information

Please advise




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1976 ,Zj\/

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH

FROM: RUSS ROURKE ‘

Jack, in Roger Stevens' absence from the City, I spoke
with his Assistant, Charlotte Woolard re a Rose Garden type
Presidential event for the cast of '"1600 Pennsylvania Avenue''.

Nicholson is relatively optimistic that we will be able to work
this out. We are presently looking at the afternoon of either
April 12 or 13.

Be advised that I gave Charlotte no guarantee whatever con-
cerning this event, and that the entire proposal must remain
tentative until it is locked in. She indicated that the entire
cast would be thrilled if the event could be scheduled.

cc: TMarrs
MMitler





