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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1975 

FROM: 

R~ALD NESSEN 

SU PORTER 
I 

MEMO,RANDUM FOR: 

Mrs. Ford has received the attached invitation for the 
evening of Sunday, March 9th, to attend a benefit evening 
at the Kennedy Center on behalf of the Special Olympics, 
the domestic olympics sponsored by the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. 
Foundation for mentally retarded children. Mrs. Ford has 
publicly stated a special interest in mentally retarded 
children and is Honorary Patroness of those Olympics which 
will be held in August in Michigan. 

The plans for the evening are as follows: 

7:15 Reception. 

7:30 Hour-long, live television show over the ABC 
network. Barbra Streisand, Omar Sharif, 
James Caan, Frank Gifford, etc. will appear. 
There will also be several minutes demonstrating 
the athletic abilities of mentally retarded 
children who have participated in the Special 
Olympics. Dick Cavett is the "M.C." 

8:30-8:45 15 minute break. 

8:45-11:00 The Special Olympics World Premier of Barbra 
Streisand's new film, "Funny Lady" will be 
shown. 

11:15 Brief reception hosted by the Iranian Ambassador. 

Mrs. Ford has indicated she and the President would be 
interested in attending the evening but before setting this 
up firmly, Warren Rustand and I wanted to solicite your 
thoughts about how best this could be handled. 

Thank you. 

c: Warren Rustand 
James Cavanaugh 
Sheila Weidenfeld 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W,C.SHINGTON 

January 30, 1975 

f.'lEMORlu"'DUM FOR: JAMES CAVANAUGH 

FROM: SUSAN PORTER 

Mrs. Ford will serve this year as Honorary Patroness of 
the Fourth International Special Olympics Games to be held 
August 7-11 in Michigan. These, as you know, are the olympics 
for the mentally retarded children sponsored by the Joseph P. 
Kennedy, Jr. Foundation. Mrs. Ford and the President have 
also been invited to attend the special benefit evening being 
planned }larch 9th at the Kennedy Center. 

There will be two major parts to the evening. The first 
is a live, hour-long television show over ABC with various 
stars (Barbra Streisand, Omar Sharif, James Caan, Frank Gifford, 
etc.) and several minutes of demonstrating the athletic 
abilities of mentally retarded children. Dick Cavett is the 
"M.C." 

The second part of the evening will consist of a Special 
Olympic World Premier of Barbra Streisand's new film, "Funny 
Lady". (This film, incidentally, has been selected to be 
shown to the Queen of England.) 

Although Mrs. Ford has specifically stated her special 
interest in the mentally retarded, particularly mentally 
retarded children and has agreed to serve as Honorary Patroness 
of the Special Olympics, I wanted to solicite your views 
about the President and Hrs. Ford's participation in this 
evening. 

Thank you so much. 

c: Harren Rustand 
Ronald Nessen 
Sheila Weidenfeld 
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Ja.nu..a.Jty 16, 7975 

1 am deligh:ted :to tte.ad in the. ne.w.opape.tt-6 :that you aiLe. · 
ttapi.dly impttoving i.n health. Yau!L pie:tutte..o make. you look .oo 

,.·/' 
I ~l>'. 

vibJtan:t and null o6 en:thu.t.ia.t.m and hi.gh hope.&. All o6 U.6 atte. 
vetty in&pi!ted by you..Jt hi.gh .t.:tandattd o6 eouJtage. and un.oe.l6i&hne.o.o 
i.n ea.ttttying on :the many Jte&pon.oibi.li:tie.o o6 a Fi.Jt&:t Lady and doing 
.oo many :thing.t. well duJti.ng day& which aJte. obviou.oly di66ic.u~. 

A.6 you will Jtec.allz you hefL!L_Etta.£-:0!-U-6.~1-~9.:.r.:_~~4 -~ere: .6 e.ttve. 
a.o H_a_~ct.tlr.OYL<UJt_a.U,._the_ __ f.QJJ.tr._t __ ln:t_e'l.t:ta:t~Pn.4 . .. S p_e._e~~I. . . . yrop.A- c.& 

G_am~ _ _A_c.hg_fl.J.Ll_~_cl t._q__,.{a.ke, p£Aee. Augu&:t 7-,}1, on :the. eampU.6 o6 
Cg_n.:C.1£tlJ~I,{~h,£g_q.}L_LJn~ye,Jt&L:t;y, -i.n M:t. Ple.a&an:t. B .. u.:t I want f:Jj)JJ._:{;.Q 

II know :too :that on Ma.tteh 9:t~ :the.Jte w-i.l.t be. f?:· ... see.t;.-i.a.~ _Q,.f-*!?Jlf!..-l.C.-6 Wo!tlsf. 
. pne.mie.tte. o ~b1r.a S:tttei&an4~. new 6ilm ~un_flY. La. y' ene -i.n 

I
I Wah hing:taJL......_g.:t th:.?r~.K~f!:Jt'Yf:1Lf_e.n_t_'?fL. Ba!Lbtta S.tnei.oa.nd and :the. I 

&:ta~.6 o6 tha.t motion pie:tu..tte, p.tu.o a ho.6:t ofi o:thett c.e.lebnl:ti.e.-6 
~Jte. coming :to Wa.ohing.ton fiatt :the Wo!tld Ptte.m-i.ette.. 

1 n addition :tg__1_h,§!. movie..~_J&. .. e a.!],_~_A_:hi!9-~f!:g __ f:LJl ... Y!:£..:_ho~'} 
T.V. Show ovett ~h~ .. -~ .. §.~-~f::!!;l!g!tk. Ba.ttb!La. S-t!te-i..oa.nd, Oma.!t ShaJti-6, 
Ja.me..o Ca.a.n, Ftta.nTl Gi66ottd, and o.the.Jt .o.ta.Jt-6 &~Jill a.ppe.a.!t on that 
.6how. Be..o:t o6 all, Spe.eia.l O.tympic..6 and :the mentally tte.:ta.Jtde.d 
will ge.:t a.bau:t 6 Oft 7 minu:te.o on :that T.V. Show :to demon.6:tJta.:te. 
:the. athletic. a.blU:ti.e.& a 6 me.n:taLe.y Jte.:ta.~de.d c.hild!Le.n who .have. 
pa.tt:tieipa.:ted in Spe.c.ia.l Olympic..6, and, fio!L u.6, ":to :te..tl :the woJt.td" 
abau.:t Special Olympic.&. V.J..c..LC.a,.v....e._:tt i.6 :the. ... '!JAL.C.'! fio!t .:the. . .t.haw. 
He. wiLt be in:te.ttvie.wing &ome. o6 ou..tt eele.bn.i:ty gue..6:t.6. He. will te..t.e. 
about: Spe.c.ia.i Olympic..6, bu:t mo.6t: ot) ali he. will be. the. Anc.hott 1\la.n 
fio!t :the. ent~e. one.-hou.!t Spe.eia.i. 

1 would be. ve~ty_ltf!J2E.Y. in tfou a.nd the. Plte..6.ide.nt: and a.ny 
o:th._eii membe!LA a{j you!L Le!:..rn~{lJL~ould be. (i51.e :to a.J.;te.na that e.ven-i.ng 
a._iJJf. I hope. you w,c..e..e. a.c.e..e.t2L :thi.T7.e.tte.-;i-zcs-a-wcu=:m;-f.]e-Jf:;ro~ta! :.L-rtvi:ta.-
t.i.o n 6 o Jr. Y.Q.!J._,___f_ h e. . P n_e.:s~c!.r~JJ.1:, a. n d -.-i.R/T:._!{Q._L0_ c. h Lf. dlt e. H. • W e. w.i l.t h a. v c. 
box .6e.at:.6 Jte.4e.!tved, a6 c.oult6e, 6oft you and you!L panty. 



i1.ilL6. G Fo:td 
Janua4y 16, 1975 
Page. Two 

I know you have. many ne.que.ht~ £on you4 t;me., but I 
hope. tha..t you ane. 6~'r.e.e. tha:t evening and :that you. and you4 -&amity 
witt c.ome.. We. plan :to have. a .to:t a£ £un and w-i..:th a.t.t :the. mov-i..e. 
acton~ and ac.:tne.h~e.h, w-i..th ..the. fiao:tba.tl htanh and o:the.n fiamauh 
athlete.~~ .opolt:thwni:te.nf.l and hpalt:tf.lc.ah:te.nf.l, 1 am hune. :that we. witt 
have. a Jte.laxe.d and happy e.ve.n-i..ng. Youn plte.f.lenc.e. would, a6 c.aun.oe., 
c.onfieJt ana:the.n gne.a..t honan an Spec.J..al Olympic.h and be an inhp-i..nat-i..an 
.:to :the hundnedh a6 :thouhand~ ofi valun.:teenf.l woJtking 6an :the. huc.c.e.hh 
afi :thel.le. gameh J..n eve.ny h.:ta.:te a6 the. Union. 

SJ..nc.eJtely, 

(p ""'~ ' 122 c:;;l "l ( ( r:d-P "I ~'- p c Ly ,; 1.- ,· ~~ v £q 
Eun-i..c.e Ke.nne.dy Shnive.n 
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fiO'.c much 1 a.p~c.i.a.Ud you.Jt g11.a.c.i.a!.t6 £.e:t.i:.VL 
~ J:o my a..t;ten:ti.oYt ~ 6oJt .tlte. FouJLth. 
Ir..teJuta.t.i.on.a.i Spt.ei..a.i. Ol.gmpi.CA .oponoait.e.d by ;the 
Ja.oepit P. Kenn.t..dy# J:t. foWtda:ti.on a.r.d A..nv.ubtg me 
;to ~eJWt. a.4 HottoJrA;'Uj 1}'/.t~na.l CfuU.Jtma.n. I.t 
t«Jui.d. be. a .&ptZ.cia.t p.lea.6Wte ;to tUtV~ flt!:J IU%mf. W:tecf 
..in. :t:h.i.4 L4t\l# Jr.e.fi.lec.ti.n.g my .int.Mfi..U. V't ~ oi.J.t.l.taJtd.iJUj 
pJtOjtd on bdtal.6 o6 oUJ&. m~ 1tUalr.ded ci:.:Uze.nA. 

The. de.vd.opnvr.t o6 a,tkte,tie. .4/UU.o by owr. menta.il.y 
Jt.e;taJtded young peopU. wtd an CU!.eompany.ing .6p.uu.:te.d, 
~ c.ompe:ti.:ti.Dn ean ..iJUieed h!Apitu! ''a. new khu1 
o6 joy. 11 Thue. .&peci.al. peop.!L iunte. mu.c..h :to c.oMJLi.bu:U. 
to ouJL Uve.4 and ouJt wo~t.f.d a.nd :thellt oppor'l.:twu.J'...iet. 
aDJt. 4d6-exp.lt..I.4Wn and a.cJU.e.v<!mf.Jt.t l.tll..e ""!lta.n.ee.d 
aJtd ueoWtagui .tivwu.gk :thue. lnte,'UUf..t.i.oMl.. Speci.al. 
Ol.ympiu Gamu. 

Wlih ~n aolt a.tt who Me ac,tivutj .u1v0£.'Jfd 
hi. .ti1.U 6-U:.e. pJWgJtam and my I•Ja)t1nt?A:t b~Mt w.Whu 
0oJt. ;tJ>..t. .ou.c.c.u4 o 6 ;tite 19 7 5 Game.A , 

BETTY FORD 

Mu. Euniee. Kvmttdy Shlti.velt 
The. Jo4t.oh P. KUUtttdu, 1Jt. Fowtda.:tiort 
110 J R ~tat, :JoJitJiilui 
Sa.l.t4. 2 0 5 
WU~n, V. C. 20006 

c.: vf3i= HonoJUVLy A6ri.iL[a_.U.on6 (Ac..c.e.p.te.dl 
Log 
WH Copy to John Gcvr;tfund San Se.ctLe.:ta/tl:f Simon 



Mrs. Gerald Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

October 2c1, 1974 

Next August the Fourth International Special 
Olympics for the mentally retarded will take place 
at Central Michigan University. The first two such 
Games were held in Chicago and the third in Los 
Angeles. 

On behalf of the Kennedy Foundation which created 
these Games, but much more importantly, on behalf of 
the 3,000 mentally retarded children who will journey 
to your own great state of Michigan to participate in 
them and the some 400,000 who will take part in preparatory 
local, area, and state events, I would like to invite you 
to be our Honorary International Chairman. 

Because this program has been an extraordinary success, 
not only in our country but in Canada and in France as well, 
I am askina Madame Giscard d'Estaing and Madame Trudeau to 
join you as Honorary Co-Chairl'l!_~!! _ _s>f. __ _:t:]J._~ _ _l~_?~ International 
Special Olympics Games. I can think of no greater tribute 
to the courage and dignity of the mentally retarded than 
to have you acknowledge their worth by accepting this role 
in 1975. 

I don't want to take up a lot of your time with a long 
letter explaining all about the Special Olympics. Let me 
say simply that they a~e a most joyous and significant event. 
The details are set forth in the enclosed materials. I 

li would like to have a chance to talk with you on the ph""(;""ne 
Habout thi::. shquls!_-ioli~}:ll:Y_e._i ___ m_ome1}__t_.. . .. .. '---

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Slncerely, 

-:-· ... ~ .. /.' :...""' 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

P~ER SORUM 

S AN PORTER . 
Action Memo 

{ 

Mrs. Ford has accepted the following out-of-house invitation: 

EVENT: Radio and Television Correspondents Association Dinner 

DATE: Thnrsday, March 13, 1975 

TIME: Cocktails 6:15-6:45, Georgetown Suite 

PLACE: 

COMMENTS: 

Dinner and entertainment 8:00, Jefferson Room · 
Nightcaps, Georgetown Suite 

As we have discussed, this is an event which Mrs. Ford 
attends each year as the guest of Faye Wells. She will 
do so again this year and p~ to stay for the duration 
of the eft!ftin~·· The Advance Office will want to be in 
communication with Warren Rustand regarding the President's 
participation. Faye Wells will be expecting a call from 
you regarding specific arrangements. Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
Warren Rustand 

vf(onald Nessen 
Bill Nicholson 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 

March 3, 1975 

• • 




