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Digitized from Box 130 of The Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

April 26, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR MYRON KURAPAS
FROM: RON NESSEN

it doesa’t look like it will be possible for the
Presideat to have the interview Dr. Reyes
suggests.

Could you handle the reply to him, slomg whatever
lines you think best?

Thank you.

Attachment: Letter feom Manola Reyes
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April 7, 1976

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary to

the President of the United States
The White llouse

Washington, D.C,

Dear Ron:
Thank you very much for your courtesy in returning my call,

I want to inform you that since December 1975 I organized a
committee of 26 prominent Cuban Businessmen and professionals
who started a promotional campaign to encourage the Cubans and
Latins of this area and throughout the United States to beconme
American citizens.

The campaign was formed with the approval of the Immigration
and Naturalization Services of the United States.

We have been visiting civic and professional organizations,
stores, churches and temples, senior centers, etc., Up to now
more than 5 thousand persons, mostly Cubans, have filed their
application to become U.S., citizens through this campaign.

Several weeks ago Mr. Edward T. Sweaney, District Director of
Immigration in Miami, Mrs., Norma Hunt, President of the Florida
Bicentennial committee and myself had a planning meeting, for
the Lith of July celebration.

Probably some 5 thousand new citizens will be sworn in at that
cerenony which will probably be broadcasted live coast to coast.
There is not a definite okay on this, but there is a great chance
that it would he so.

A CBS AF-FILlATE / A DIVISION OF WOMETCO ENTERPR!SES, INC.



ir. Ron Hessen

Pave - I

On 1y trip to lashington, I was going to extend ~ . - ritation to
Presidaat Ford for this /ith of July cerenowy at faui Reach

Convention Fall. OFf course the official invitation nas to come
throuch the Federal Court in fami,

Since it will not be possible to have the mesting with President
Ford, I am writing this letter to you with all the information for
the President.

¥y trip to the Capital was going to be related also to meebings
with Senators and Congressmen because our Committee <= trying te
obtain a law by which those persons 50 vears of age or more with
5 years of legal residence in this country would be allowed to
have the citizenship exam in their native language. This could
be a great help for many senior citizens who are trying to become
U.S. citizens but due to their ages and illnesses can not study
a new language and are deprived of all the privilege and duties
of being a U.S. citizen.

Congressman Fascell, Pepper and Lehman, and also Senator Lawton
Chiles have shown their interest to help and Florida State
Seznator Robert Graham is presenting a memorial at Tallahassee
Senate and House of Representatives supporting this law aad
asking the U.S, Congress to approve such a law for those 50
vears of age or older. )

Ron, thank you fop-ypur attention to this letter.
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PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS URGED TO CUT THE RED TAPE OF NATURALIZATION

TALLAHASSEE~-To speed the day when prospective Americans will become
citizens, Senator Bob Graham (D-Miami Lakes), on the opening day of the 1976 ;—"
legislative session, filed a Senate Memorial urging the President and Congress
of the United States to:

* Reduce the backiog of applications for citizenship.
* Administer the naturalization examination in the native
“language of immigrants who are over 50 years of age.

"Delaying, discouraging, or postponing naturalization,'" Senator Graham
said, ''is contrary to the American way. We've welcomed people to become
Americans, but hindered them from becoming citizens. These men and women,
many of whom have experienced the tyranny of a dictatorship, are presently
contributing as full citizens, through work, taxes, and raising families,
but bureaucratic entanglements deny them c:tl*enship and the right to fully
participate in our democratic process."

"Also, many older immigrants are in every way capable of being citizens,
but because of overly stringent regulations, are prevented from becoming
full Americans.®

A Senator Graham, along with Senators George Firestone, Vernon Holloway,
Kenneth Myers, Ralph Poston, Richard Renick, and Sherman Winn, is sponsoring
this Memorial, answering the pub]:c appea} of a group of concerncd citizens
led by Dr. Manolo Reyes.
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SENATE MEMORIAL NO, 646

A memorial to the President and Congress of the United States,
urging facilitation of the naturalization of prospective

Americans.

WHEREAS, we the people of the United States in 1976 are commemorating

our two hundredth anniversary, and |
-WHEREAS, we are a nation of immigrants, a proud melting pot of the
world, and

WHEREAS, peoples from other nations continue to accept our welcome
and invitation to share in the American Dream, and

WHEREAS, there exists a national backlog of applications for United
States citizenship, and |

-QHEREAS, a process deléying, discouraging, encumbering, or postpohing
naturalization is antithetical to the American way, and

WHEREAS, the naturalization process was established to measure the
loyalty, not the patience of prOSpectiye cifiééns, and

WHEREAS, there are a nuﬁber of older immigrants who, alfhough thiey do
not speak fluent‘Eninsh, have rendered continuous and meritorious alle-
giance to ;hese United States,

NOW, THEREFORE,
Be it Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
| That the President and Congress of the United States be urged to
expedite naturalization by providfng adequate.manpower to process the pre-
sent backlog of pplications.

BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED that the Congress of the United States provide
for the administration of the naturalization examination in the native
anguage of elderly immigrants who are at least 50 years of age énd who have
continuously resided ‘in the United States for a minimum of five years.

BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this memorial be

dispatched to the President of the United States, to the President of the
United States Senate, to the Speaker of the United States House of
Representatives, and to each member of the Florida delegation to the

United States Congress.





