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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

RON: 

THE ATTACHED SHOULD MAKE YOU FEEL JUSTIFIED IN 
YOUR ACTION AGAINST ANDREW. 

A TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF HIS FAILURE TO 
COORDINATE WITH NSC AND 'mUS X AVOID SUCH SNAFUS. 

LI'T'S JUST LET THIS PA!S AS HE PASSES OUT OF 
OUR REALM. 

FYI: HE IS STILL TELLING PEOPLE THAT HE IS 
GOING TO JAPAN WITH THE PRESIDENT. 

Digitized from Box 129 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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ROUTINE 
AN1260 
DE RUQM~R f9159 3031015 
R 300954Z OCT 74 
FM AMEM ~ ASSY TEHRAN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8772 

C B H F I D E N T I A l TE RAN 9159 

PLEASE pASS TO WHITE HOUSE 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR1 IR' US 
SUBJi ARTICLE IN IRAN FREE PRESS 

1. FOREtGN MINISTER KHALAT RARI SUMMONED ME WEDNESDAY MORNING FOR 
PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING ARTI CLE I N AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 1974 EDITION OF 
IRAN FREE PRESS WITH HEADLINE Tp EFFECT THAt "IRAN DEMA~DS REMOVAL 
OF HELMS AS AMBASSADOR TO IRAN". AFTER ACIDLY COMMENTING TH AT HE 
DID NOT KNOW BY WHAT RIGHT THE IRAN FREE PRESS SPOKE FOR THE GOV-· 
ERNMENT OF IRAN1 KHALATBARI POI NTED TO THE ~EPRODUCTION ON THE 
SAME PAGE OF A.LETTER FROM THE WHITE HOUS~ TO THE IRAN FREE PRESS 
DATED OcTOBER 11 1974 AND SIGNED BY MR FALKIEWICZ, DEPUTY PRESS 
S~CRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT. THE FOREIGR MINISTER COMMENTED THAT HE 
FELT IT WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE TH AT AN OFFICIAL AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
SHOULD - RITE A LETTER WHICH IMPLIED RECOGNITION OF THE IRA N FREE 
PRESS' rHARGES BY STATING THAT THE DEPARTME NT OF STATE WOUL D 
"STUDY THE SUBSTANCE OF YOUR LETTER". AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, 
KHALATB ARI WAS PREPARED TO AGREE THAT MR FALKIEWICZ PROBABLY DID 
NOT KNOW THE BACKGROUND OF THE t RAN FREE PRESS AND THAT THE LETTER 
WAS SIMPLY A PRO FORMA ACK NOWLE DGEMENT OF THE OPEN LETTER. IN ANY 
EVE NT' THIS IS THE BURDEN oF MY DISCUSSION WITH THE FOREIGN 
MINISTE R ALTHOUGH HE REPEA TED THE POINTS AB OVE IN A VARIETy OF 
WAYS. IT WAS CLEAR THAT HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE SHAH TO MAKE 
THESE CoMMENTS' AND I WAS OBLIG~ D TO AGREE THAT I WOULD PASS THEM 
TO WASHINGTON. 

2. AS T ~ E DEPARTMENT IS AW ARE, NASSER AFSHAH (ALSO KNOWN AS NASSER 
AFSHAR GHOTLI) IS THE EDITOR ANn PUBLISHER OF THE IRAN FREE PRESS, 
WHICH Is A VIRULENT ANTI-S HAH MoNTLY NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED I N 
WASHINGTON. AFSHAR IS UNDE R SENTENCE IN IRA N TO SERVE 22 TER MS OF 
IMPRISONMENT OF THREE YEAR S ON 22 COUNTS OF EMBEiZLEMENT. THE 
SENTENCE HAS NEVER BEEN CA RRIED OUT, BECAUS E AFSHAR FLED IRAN 
BEFORE JT COULD BE EXECUTE D. TH E GOI HAS REPEATEDLY SOUGHT 
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AFSHAR'S EXTRADITION FROM THE UNITED STATES, BUT HAS BEEN UNSUC­
CESSFUL BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF. AN EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND IRAN. 

3. THE ST LOUIS POST DISPATCH IN AN EDITORIAL ON OCTOBER 22; 1974' 
APPEARS TO HAVE PICKED UP THE IRAN FREE PRESS MATERIAL SINCE IT 
STARTS OFF ITS EDITORIAL WITH T~E SENTENCE: 11 THE SHAH OF IRAN IS 
REPORTEn TO BE EMBARRASSED BY THE PRESENCE OF AMBASSADOR RICHARD M 
HELMS IN TEHRAN AND MAY ASK THE WHITE HOUSE FOR A REPLACEMENT." 
HELMS 
BT 
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NBC NIGHTLY NEWS NBC TV . 
6:3C P:Ji JAN 7 

Communists Capture Phuoc Blnh 

JOHN CH1~NCEl:!.OR: North V lC~tnamese 
troops today completed the c~ptur0 of 
a p_I'Ovlnctal capital !n South VIetnam, 
Phuoc Binh clty, and with It the 
capture of an entire province, Phuoc 
Long~ , 

The loss of Phuoc Long I$ the ~lOSt 
serious setback suffered by the govern~ 
ment of South VIetnam since the proc· 
lomation of the cease-fire almost 

·tv:o years ago. 
For a !most four v/eeks now unIts of 

the North Vietnamese 7th DlvJslon 
pounaed the countryside around the 
distr·lct capital I.Jith heavy,arti11ery 
attacks. Then tanks were put Into the 
fight for the town of Phuoc Blnh. 

Thirty thou5and civilians fled the 
countryside looking for refuge in the 
town. The extent of the casu~ltles 
amQng them and among the 10~000 
defenders of Phuoc 6inh Is not known 
yet~ but th\3 government thInks ·they 
may have been heavy. 

The loss of Phuoc Blnn led Presi­
dent THIEU to proclaim three days of 
national mourning, Sut there rs a 
gr~ater significance rn wh~t Is 
happening now ln South VIetnam than 
the loss· of a single province. 

Jack Reynolds, who ~ove~s SE Asia 
for ust has just returne~ from South 
VIetnam and he has an analysts of the. 
situation In that country. 

JACY REYNOLDS: The fall of Phuoc 
Long province gtves the North VIetna­
mese an Important psychological 
victory. It also gives them a number. 
of military advantages. 

First, they nov-1 c~:>ntrol a large 
area adjacent to the Cambodian border. 
It can be tied into a major highway 
\oJhich no\'1 brings supplies dovm from 
North Vlet~am. Thls means they can 
put Increased pressure on two adjoin· 
.lng provinces, Blnh Long and Tay 
Nlnh. They already contt"ol major 
portions of both provlnc~s. 

For years there have beeh Intelli­
gence reports. that the ~{orth Vie tna­
~ese and the VIet Cong have wanted to 
take Tay Nlnh, an lmportant.c[ty as 
wei I as a p rov l nee Cup I ta 1 • I ts I OS s 
would establtsh the VIetCong In the 
country as a force with Its own 
cap l ta 1 c I ty ~ 

On the South VIetnamese side the 
loss of Phuoc Long provlnc•will not 
help the morale of the army.· Desertion 
rates are running at an almost record · 
high. '· 
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·It will also., ...JL.. 
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Internal challenge from anti-corruption 
forces,· soarlt1g'.ltiflation and , 
Increasingly vo6a1 political opposition 

. and he's up for ~e-election this year. 
It's probable that the fighting at 

Ph~oc Lo~g ls only ~art of a long and 
carefully elanned o feoslve to yoseat 
THJEU and to brln to ower a South 
\7'Te"tn'amese a m 1 n 1st rat on vn t. w 1 ch 
the enemy can negotiate a coalition 
government. 

Enterprise and Vietnam Rumors 

CHANCELLOR: Early today American 
diplometlc sources in Saigon reported 
that the aircraft carrier Enterprise 
and five support vessels had set sat! 
from Sublc Bay In the Philippines In 
the direction of South Vietnam. 

The United States has about nine 
naval vessels operating in inter­
national waters off South Vietnam, and· 
there \oJas Immediate speculation about 
posstble military intervention 
because of the fall of Phuoc Long 
province. 

At once the Pentagon and later the 
White House denied that the Enterprise 
was even headed In the direction of 
So~th Vietnam. The Pentagon said the 
big carrier was headed SW, presumably 
toward the Straits of Malacca. 
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CBS EVENING NEWS CBS TV 
1:00 PN JAN.] 

Phuoc Long Province Communist 

WALTER CRONKITE: After three and 
a half weeks of bitter fighting · 
Communist forces in South Vietnam have 
captured the provincial capital of 
Phuoc Sinh, 75 miles north of Saigon. 
Thts nov~ gives the Communists total 
control of that vital Phuoc Long 
province and with It cdntrol of many 
maJor north-south highways In South 
VIetnam. 

Phuoc 61nh was only the.second of 
South Vietnam's 44 provincial capitals 
to fall to the Communists, the first 
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LES J.A.ltKA 

llany Scaaw. AP. la .,.., a 1-. ,...., oe "'*"• .- Jau ....-.w 
aa.wera to die~ Ia tile Pn.W-*'• _ ....... 

I. Ia tbe ... te ef deteate? 
2. la tile pi'O.,ect .r... t.ftltu eccommNatl•• 

wlt1t. B.aaala? 
CW..t 

J. How Ia 4eteata pnpea..., 8lJICe FoN ••cam• Pn.Weat? 
Ia Saatost J•'k•• or otlaea- crltlca llutlltc •••ate? 

s. An tMre ear lD plee• los- CWnrsaa BnUaeY 
to come Ml'e Ia _. J ... ? 

1 c!Wa't •• .., ..... 6at Sclt....W ................ Ia the ......... H. 
Bat lilt la pMalWe to pi'Wl .. tM ..... ra. let' a 4o lt. 

·B.N/c1 
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY INFORMATION SERVICE 

2100 M STREET NW SUITE 707 WASHINGTON DC 200371 TELEPHONE: {202) 872-8350 I CABLE: EURCOM I TELEX: 248455 

Ronald H. Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 
Executive Office of the President 
The \Vhite House Office 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Nessen, 

August 20,1976 

The October 1972 issue of European Community ran, on facing pages, 
statements by the Republican and Democratic Presidential nominees on the 
subject of American relations with West Europe in general and with the Common 
Market in particular. We would, of course, like to do this again. 

This letter represents a formal request to President Ford to write 1000-1500 
words on the above subject. His views would appear opposite those of Mr. 
Carter. The copy deadline is Friday, 10 September. 

I enclose copies of the 1972 issue as well as the most recent editions.­
European Community is the monthly magazine published by the EEC Commission 
in the United States. It is read by approximately 35,000 Americans---in academia, 
business, labor, and government---in short, anyone with a personal or professional 
interest in Europe and US-European relations. 

Many thanks for your consideration. 

'_· ~ 

encl: European Community magazines 

Sincerely, 

f,l/- ~!L 
lva1ter Nicklin 
Editor 
European Community 

cc: Mr. William Rahatican, Communications Dept., Press Office 




