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Eldridge Cleaver 

The reco .. endation 1 from Phil Buchen re Cleaver is that we 

refer questions to the Justice Department. I •ve alerted. PIO there 

that we will do that. 

Here is the scenario re the White House involvement in Cleaver's 

return a 

Cleaver contacted an attorney in Paris who at one time 

worked for the u.s. Governaent and knew Brent Scowcroft. He wrote 

to Brent about Cleaver's interest in returning to the United States. 

Brent referred the letter to Buchen who sent it to the Deputy 

Attorney teneral, Harold Tyler, for a response. The reco .. ended 
~INC<i-

...... response was tha~]Cleaver•s charges were brought by~he 

state and not the federal government (except for the fuJitive charge) 

... he should contact state authorities. A letter to this effect, 

signed by Scowcroft, was sent to the attorney. The attorney then 

flew to the United States and on his way to California, stopped 

in Washington to aeet with Sco*droft, Buchen and Tyler. The reason 

for the meeting, Buchen said, seemed to be to tell the attorney 

the names of individuals to contact in California. Because more 

than one jurisdiction was involved, Buchen said no names were given 

to the attorney and he continued his trip to California. According 

to Buchen, that is the sua tatal of the White House involvement. 

He recoaaends that this info not be aade public except in answer 

to a query. Cleaver doesn't seem to be interested in raising it. 

JWH 
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