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The following is our response to questions regarding General Brown's
remarks in an interview:

We understand a transcript has been made of

the interview and it is being checked against

a tape recording of the interview. Until we have
had an opportunity to see what General Brown said
in full, we will not have any comment.

per Mr. Nessen
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 13, 1974

NOTE FOR RON

FROM: JOY

Re.

3.

General Brown Briefing Questions

Helen Thomas: What precisely does the President mean by

"matter poorly handled"? . —— fw

Fran Lewine: What is the President's position on the fact that
General Brown has a greatly increased staff which has come under
considerable attack recently. \> g D

Why didn't the President speak directly to Schlesinge; in conveying
his feelings on this subject if he (the President) felt so strongly about
it?

| Ao

John Osborne: If the President learned of the General's remarks
""'several days'' before the story came out in the papers, was there
any delay in relaying this information to the President.

Who in the WH was aware of this information? —

Deakin: why weren't the Pr#EEsE =S feelings conveyéd sooner to
the President...sooner than the reported today's message to Schlesinger?

Schram, Polokoff and many others: Is General Brown to remain in
this position? When will he be fired?
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Bill Theis, Cliff Evans: Have any of the President's (Jewish) friends
expressed their reaction to this? W Alove co ll, 6’
2zl b 4-9»7.4(, wilR FRe ot

Deakin: When did the PreS1dent know? The Timing of the President's
expressing his thoughts? Why was a reprimand/admonishment not
delivered sooner to General Brown?



General Brown (cont. )

10,
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12,

Don Irwin: How did the information get to the White House?

had the information?

Who

Walt Rogers: Is anyone going to take the blame for this one --

as Rumsfeld did for the Gibson slip-up? M )Z 66 7 y Z

Now on two important issues, the President seems to have had

information kept from him.

How does the President get his

information? Who decides what information the President will
receive? There seems to be a serious communications breakdown

within the WH.
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~ : November 14, 1974 g
TO BE DEXED TO RON NESSEN IN LOS-VEGa—~ Piaqﬂ/x . o g
FROM: LEN GARMENT '- e : | N 5
RE: SUGGESTED STATEMENT FOR THE PRESIDENT WHICH YOU .
REQUESTED . -

The other day it éas said on my behalf that General Brown's statement -

‘was "“ill-advised and poorly handled, " . Speaking fm:my:-}f, lstms_aty:__ e
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controls America's banks or media. That is a primitive and dangerous T

myth. General' Brown's statement was wrong and hurtful. It bears

no relationship to any decisions my Administration will make in e

connection with Mid-East policy. I made my views on this matter clear

to General Brown this morning. This is all I will say on this subject-at -

this time except for this: Whatever action 1 take to deal with General Brown's:

statement or its conaequuicos will bcaeﬁm»l decide to hb, ne&uﬁom et
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