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Drug Abuse

Statement by the President Announcing a Program
To Combat Drug Abuse. December 26, 1975

Drug abuse is a tragic national problem which saps
our Nation’s vitality. It is also a major contributor to our
growing crime rate. All of us must redouble our efforts to
combat this problem.

Earlier this week I met with Representative Charles
B. Rangel and other members of the Congress to discuss
the problem of drug abuse. The Congressmen reported
the growing availability and use of illicit drugs and ex-
pressed their concern about the continuing flow of drugs
across the Southwest border from Mexico and their con-
tinuing concern about a possible resurgence of heroin
traffic from Turkey.

Aware of the worsening situation, last spring I directed
a high-priority review of the entire Federal effort in drug
law enforcement, treatment and prevention, and inter-
national control. The resulting White Paper on Drug
Abuse contained a frank assessment of where we are in
these efforts, as well as a number of comprehensive
recommendations to improve our response to this critical
problem. I endorse the white paper, and the budget I will
submit in January will request sufficient funds to imple-
ment all of its major recommendations.

This Administration already has begun to take strong
action to deal with the mounting threat, however. I have
spoken with Presidents Echeverria of Mexico and Lopez-
Michelsen of Colombia and with Prime Minister Demeril
of Turkey in an effort to strengthen cooperation of other
nations involved in the fight against illicit drug traffic.
Because of my particular concern about the problem of
Mexican heroin, I am directing Secretary of State
Kissinger to express to the Mexican Government my
personal concern that we explore opportunities for im-
proved control. I have also directed the Domestic Council
Drug Abuse Task Force to present me with specific recom-
mendations for improving our ability to control drug
trafficking along the Southwest border.

I call upon the Congress to enact my proposal for
mandatory minimum sentences for drug traffickers, so
those who are spreading this evil throughout our com-
munities will be put behind bars where they belong. And
I urge the Congress to ratify the Convention of Psy-
chotropic Substances, so we can fulfill our obligations to
the other nations of the world to see that strong interna-
tional controls exist for all drugs. In the weeks ahead I
will send to the Congress a comprehensive message on
drug abuse establishing a framework for a broad govern-
ment response to the problem.

noTe: The statement was released at Vail, Colo.

Deputy Press Secretary
to the President

Announcement of Appointment of John G. Carlson.

December 26, 1975

The President today announced the appointment of
John G. Carlson, of Annandale, Va., as Deputy Press
Secretary to the President. He succeeds William Greener,
who became Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public
Affairs.

Since April 1972, Mr. Carlson has been on the White
House Staff and became Assistant Press Secretary for
Domestic Affairs in 1974. Prior to joining the staff, he
was assistant to the chairman of the board of Hamilton
International Corp., a Michigan based financial holding
company. From 1966 to 1968, he worked for Scott Paper
Co., in Everett, Wash., in personnel and public relations
and industrial relations.

Mr. Carlson was born in Tacoma, Wash., on October
23, 1940. He attended Washington State University and
received his B.A. degree in 1963. He received his M.B.A.
in 1966 from the University of Washington. He served as
an infantry officer in the United States Army from 1963
to 1965. Mr. Carlson is married to the former Jan Nelson,
and they have two daughters.

NoTe: The announcement was released at Vail, Colo.
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United States Ambassador
to Mozambique

Announcement of Intention To Nominate Willard A.
De Pree. December 29, 1975

The President today announced his intention to
nominate Willard A. De Pree, of Zeeland, Mich., to be
Ambassador to the People’s Republic of Mozambique. He
is the first United States Ambassador to Mozambique.

Since 1972, Mr. De Pree has been a member of the
Policy Planning Staff of the Department of State. During
1971-72, he was Deputy Coordinator of the Senior
Seminar at the Foreign Service Insgjtute, after having
attended the Institute in 1970-71. He became Deputy
Chief of Mission in 1968 in Freetown and was there until
1970. From 1964 to 1968, he was a Political Officer in
Accra. While at the Department from 1961 to 1964, he
was an Intelligence Research Specialist.

Mr. De Pree was assigned to the African area training
at Northwestern University in 1960. During 1958-60,
he was an Economic Officer in Nicosia after having been
a Consular Officer in Cairo in 1957-58.

Born November 1, 1928, in Zeeland, Mich., Mr. De
Pree received his B.A. degree in 1950 from Harvard Col-
lege. He attended the College of Wales, Aberystwyth,
Wales, during 1950-51. He received is M.A. in 1952
from the University of Michigan. In 1951-53 he was a
teaching fellow at the University of Michigan. He served
in the United States Army from 1954 to 1956.

Mr. De Pree is married to the former Elizabeth Pier-
rau, and they have six children.

NOoTE: The announcement was released at Vail, Colo.

Bombing Incident at LaGuardia
Airport in New York City

Statement by the President. December 29, 1975

I am deeply grieved by the loss of life and injuries
which occurred tonight at LaGuardia Airport in New
York. It appears this senseless act involved the use of a

bomb.

I have instructed Secretary of Transportation William
Coleman and the FAA to investigate immediately and to
give me a complete report on the tragedy as soon as pos-
sible. The Justice Department and the FBI have been
directed to provide whatever assistance they can to the
FAA and local law enforcement agencies.

NOTE: The statement was released at Vail, Colo.

Conversation With the President

The President’s Question-and-Answer Session

With 23 Reporters. December 31, 1975

THE PrESIDENT. Let me just start out by saying that we
will primarily talk about 1975, but I think you have to
add to that and put it in proper context the few months
that I was President in 1974. '

Let me talk about personnel for just a moment. I think
we have put together a very good team, both in the White
House and in the Administration. And probably one of
the best examples of the quality is the nomination of John
Paul Stevens to the Supreme Court. I can’t positively say
that his nomination and confirmation was a record, but it
is pretty close to it. We did a good job in checking all of
the potentials and the net result was in a very, very short
period of time we ended up with a man who was con-
firmed 98 to nothing. That is a pretty good batting aver-
age by any criteria. I am certain he will do a superb job as
a member of the Court.

But if you look at the Cabinet, I think they are quality
people. If you look at the individuals we have selected for
the various regulatory agencies, I think they are top peo-
ple and who will follow a constructive line in trying to
update some of the procedures and concepts in the various
agencies. I think all of the regulatory agencies have been
strengthened, not in aiming toward more regulation, but
in taking the line that I think is important, of deregulating
where there has been over-regulation.

If you look at the problems that we had when I became
President—inflation, the disastrous unemployment that
developed—1I think we have made significant progress in
both areas. Inflation is about half of what it was a year
ago; unemployment soared. On the other hand, the trend
is in the right direction and I am convinced, beyond any
doubt, that unemployment will continue its downward
path. It is still too high, but I think the trend is right and
the prospects are encouraging.

In foreign policy, we had, of course, a setback in South-
east Asia. But if you take a look at what has been accom-
plished elsewhere, whether it is in NATO, where we have
convinced our allies that the American people are going
to stand strong in that area, they absolutely believe that
the United States is going to be a firm partner. And I
think the personal relationship with leaders in Western
Europe is as good, if not better, than any time in the last
20 or 30 years. :

If you look to the Pacific, despite the problems in Viet-
nam, our relationship with Japan is the best in the history
of this country. We have kept faith with other countries in
the whole Pacific area and they believe that the United
States will stand in the future firmly for the freedom that
they have and the opportunities for a better life for all of
their people.
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Let me just summarize, if I can, my New Year’s resolu-
tions so you won’t have to ask the question. [Laughter]

I am going to make as a New Year’s resolution a dedi-
cation to the strengthening of spiritual and moral values
among 215 million people. And I noticed yesterday we
passed 215 million people, according to the Bureau of the
Census.

I am going to resolve that we do everything possible to
improve the economic circumstances, not only of our-
selves, that being my prime concern, but the economic
well-being of people throughout the world, because I think
that contributes to stability, not only at home, but
worldwide.

And I, of course, will resolve that we have peace with
ourselves in this country, but peace with the world as a
whole.

So why don’t you ask questions.

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press International].

QUESTIONS
1976 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

Q. Mr. President, why do you think that you are going
to be able to defeat Ronald Reagan in his bid for the
Presidency? And what do you see as the key differences in
actual approach ? I know he doesn’t have Federal experi-
ence, but over and beyond that, where are your differ-
ences on the main issues?

TuEe PresENT. As I have said before, Helen, I have
never, as a candidate, attacked an opponent. And I don’t
intend to. I do feel that my thoughts, my programs for
the future of this country, would justify nomination as
well as election.

I think we have a good economic program and the
results I have cited initially. I believe we have a good for-
eign policy. It is my judgment that I can give the right
moral and spiritual leadership to this country. With those
concrete things to talk about, I think I can say that experi-
ence will help to achieve those results.

It is my opinion that the 25 years in the Congress,
roughly a year as Vice President, 2 years as President,
gives to me in this office an opportunity to execute and
implement those constructive programs that we have
started that are producing results. I would rather talk on
the affirmative side and convince the American people
that that is what they want for a President in the future.
Now what other people say out as they campaign around
the country—it is very easy on occasion, as I am sure all
of you know, to say you can have a quick fix here, and a
new program there, and that is why an individual ought
to be President. But we have a record. I think it is an
improving record. It will be perceived in the months
ahead as a constructive record. And I am going to run on
it, and I am going to win on it.

Q. But in terms of Reagan’s policies, do you see any
major difference?

Tue PresmeNT. I think he will have to develop those.
I am going to talk about my policies.

PUBLIC OPINION POLLS

Q. Mr. President, if, as you say, things look as good
right now both economically and in terms of foreign
policy, why is it that the polls don’t look better for you?

"Tue PresmenT. That’s a good question. We have
made some very tough decisions in the last 12 or 15
months. They haven’t been necessarily popular. I think
they have been right. I have had to veto some bills that
had good labels, some had substance, but they were too
expensive at the time. We had the tough decision to make,
as an example, New York City. It was popular in some
areas, not very popular in metropolitan New York City.

But when you make hard decisions, you inevitably
antagonize individuals. They don’t perceive at that time
the beneficial results that will accrue from a right decision.
But as you move along and the correctness of those judg-
ments becomes more evident, I think you will see a change
in public sentiment. And the real test comes not in late
December of 1975 but in the months ahead.

CRITICISM OF PRESIDENTIAL DECISIONS ON SOCIAL
PROGRAMS

Q. Mr. President, some of your critics say that you
have not been sufficiently humanitarian in your approach
to the Presidency, to the poor, the needy, the oppressed,
and so on. What is your response to that particular talk?

THE PresmeNT. T think the best way to describe that,
Bud [Godfrey M. Sperling, Jr., Christian Science Moni-
tor] is to take an analogy. I have been criticized for veto-
ing 40-some bills, some of them, as I indicated earlier, had
excellent titles and some had good substance, but were too
expensive.

Let me use this analogy. If the various mayors of New
York City over the last 10 years had managed that city
better, had not been as generous in the handling of some
of the fiscal problems, wage settlements, pension pro-
grams, the city would be a lot better off today. But if those
various mayors had vetoed this and been firmer in other
areas, those mayors would have been accused of being
lacking in compassion. But the city of New York would
have been a lot better off in 1975.

I think the decisions that I have made have been hard,
that on the surface appear at this time to be lacking in
compassion, those decisions, in the long run, are going to
be recognized as right. So it is a question of understanding
at the moment that you have to take the long view, not the
short view, in order to really indicate your compassion.
And that is what I have tried to do.
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Q. Are you really saying, Mr. President, that it is very
difficult for a man who is at least largely viewed as a
conservative to be also perceived to be humanitarian?

Tue PresipeNT. In the short run. In the long haul, I
think those decisions will be perceived as compassionate.
But the impression that comes out immediately could very
easily, and in many cases, can be described as lacking in
compassion. But I will guarantee you a lot of people in
New York City wish there had been stronger leadership
in that city because they wouldn’t be in the problem they
found themselves in 1975 if there had been that kind of
leadership.

ANGOLA AND DETENTE

Q. Mr. President, in 1972, we and the Russians signed
a pledge in Moscow:

THE PresIDENT. What year was that?

Q. In 1972, we signed a pledge with the Russians,
both sides agreeing not to raise tensions anywhere in the
world—détente. The Russians say that détente does not
mean that the status quo around the world stays the same.
We know it isn’t the same in Angola. Aren’t they breaking
.. the'rules on détente there, and how do we stand?

THE PrESmENT. Both Secretary Kissinger and I have
spoken out very strongly against the Soviet activity in
Angola, and I reaffirm it today. I think what is being done
in Angola by the Soviet Union in conjunction with the
Cubans, is not constructive frorn the point of view of
détente. .

We couldn’t be any firmer publicly than we have been
in that regard. But, I think we have an obligation to con-
tinue to work within the framework of détente because
there are some other benefits that have accrued. I think
SALT I was a step forward, and if SALT Two can be
negotiated on a mutual basis, it will be constructive within
the framework of détente. But, I reaffirm, Angola is an
example of where I think détente has not worked the way
it should work, and we strongly object to it.

Q. Is it possible, sir, that détente may simply end up
being agreements on nuclear weapons and nothing else?

Tue PresENT. I hope not. I think it ought to have
a far broader implication. I think détente can be helpful,
just as an example, in the long run solution in the Middle
East. And there are some good signs that it is helping to
moderate certain influences in the Middle East.

U.S. POLICY IN AFRICA

Q. Mr. President, your predecessor sat in this office,
and in May of 1970 warned against the United States
of America becoming a pitiful, helpless giant. In a sense,
our speaking out on Angola is about all we can do. The
United States, seemingly operating within the framework
of détente, seems to be powerless to do anything else other
than speak out in offering statements by the President
and by the Secretary of State. Have we, therefore, in

effect, reached a kind of a status in the world where we are
a pitiful, helpless giant in the continent of Africa?

TrE PrESENT. I don’t think we are a pitiful, help-
less giant in Africa. We have a great many countries that
look to us and work with us and, I think, are sympathetic
to what we are trying to do in conjunction with them.
There are some African states that obviously don’t look
toward us, but look toward the Soviet Union.

I think we would have been in a stronger position to
find a compromise in Angola if the Senate had not taken
the action that it took. Nevertheless, despite that setback,
we are maximizing the utilization of funds that are avail-
able, small as they are. And we are moving as strongly as
possible in the area of diplomatic initiatives with the OAU
[Organization of African Unity], on a bilateral basis with
African states, with other countries throughout the world
that have an interest in Africa.

I certainly think, despite the handicap of the Senate
action, we are going to do everything we possibly can. And
we certainly are not a pitiful giant in this process.

GRAIN SALES TO THE SOVIET UNION

Q. Mr. President, can I follow that one up?

THE PRESIDENT. Surely.

Q. You said you would do everything we possibly can.
Would this include the use of—rethinking of the sales of
grain as a political weapon or as a diplomatic tool?

THE PresipEnT. I think the grain sale with the Soviet
Union, the 5-year agreement, is a very constructive part
of the policy of détente. It certainly is constructive from
the point of view of American agriculture. We have a
guarantee of six million tons a year with a top limit of
some cight million tons. It, I think, over the long haul,
will be looked upon as a very successful negotiation. I see
no reason at this time, certainly under the circumstances
existing today, for any revision of that negotiated agree-
ment.

RELATIONS WITH CUBA

Q. Mr. President, why is it necessary for you to rule
out any improvement in our relations with Cuba when
what they are doing in Angola is essentially no different
than what the Soviet Union is doing, or South Africa is
doing. But especially what evil have the Cubans done?

THE PreESENT. It is pretty hard for me to see what
legitimate interest Cuba has in sending some 6,000 well-
equipped, well-trained military personnel to Angola. I just
don’t see what their interest is. And it certainly doesn’t
help our relations with Cuba when they know that we
think it is in the best interests of the three parties in that
country to settle their differences themselves.

Q. You say it is not standing in the way of détente
with the Soviet Union, it has not broken off our relations
with South Africa and what they are doing there. Why is
Cuba singled out for apparently a more strict treatment?
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Tue PresmeNT. I think that is very simple. We have
had a period of what, 13 years of very few, if any, contacts
with the Government of Cuba and many, many differ-
ences, and there were some prospects—I say were some
prospects—for gradual improvement. But when we are
trying to resolve differences in Angola, they are seeking
to expand the conflict there with active military person-
nel. It just is such a different view from our own. I don’t
see how, under those circumstances, we can feel that we
can work with them in the future in this hemisphere or
elsewhere.

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

Q. Mr. President, it is quite likely that your proposals
to Congress for changes in the CIA will differ quite a bit
with what some Members of Congress are proposing.
Could you give us a glimpse of what you are thinking
about now for any reconstituting of the CIA? How early
in the Congressional session will you be sending those to
Congress?

THE PresmeNT. I have not personally seen any of the
specific recommendations that might be coming from
either the Church Committee or the Pike Committee. I
have a sizable book on the back of my desk, there, of rec-
ommendations, not only from the Rockefeller Commis-
sion but from the Murphy Commission, from the various
departments in the Government.

Within the next week, I will make my decisions based
on these recommendations. And, early in the session, I will
submit a comprehensive program to strengthen the intelli-
gence community in our Government, at the same time
insisting that the individual rights of citizens within this
country will be adequately protected.

ECONOMIC POLICY FOR REDUCING UNEMPLOYMENT

Q. Mr. President, you were talking about your success
in dealing with the economy. The unemployment rate has
come down slowly, but sticking to about 81/ percent. At
the same time, you were talking in terms of your budget
for next year, of one that puts a lid on additional domestic
spending. How does putting a lid on that, how much does
that threaten the improvement you see in unemployment.
And is there some point, say if unemployment were still
around 73%; percent in June, would you then feel that we
would need more stimulus and more spending of one sort
or another?

Tue Presment. I think the 395 spending figure for
the budget of 1977 is a constructive effort in continuing
the improvement in our economy, not an undercutting of
the progress that we are making. I say that because incor-
porated with the 395 ceiling is a $28 billion tax reduction,
$10 billion more than Congress passed, if you annualize
the tax reduction for the next 6 months in 1976.

So, the 395 will give confidence, in my judgment, to
the American people that we are getting a handle on the

growth in Federal spending and, if you incorporate it with
the tax reduction proposal, I think the stimulant to the
economy will be very significant and healthy. And I don’t
foresee with this combination—if we can sell the Congress
on it—of any need in 1976 for significant increases in any
spending area.

Q. Well, is there a point, though, with these forecasts
from time. to time being wrong—is there a point of prog-
ress in unemployment which would be so low that you
wouldn’t find it tolerable in terms of the progress in the
economy and hardship that you talked about when you
started?

Tue PresmenT. That is speculation that I don’t think
is justified. Our plans are—and we think we have good
advice and good statistics—that unemployment will con-
tinue downward, as it has, from the high of 9.3 several
months ago. On the other hand, if any contingency arises,
of course we will meet it. But the program based on the
best advice, a program based on the best statistics, doesn’t
anticipate the kind of circumstances that you have
indicated.

PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

Q. Mr. President, could you summarize for us what
you believe are the chief obstacles you face in winning the
Republican nomination and being elected for a full term
in office?

THE PresmenT. I don’t foresee any serious obstacles.
It will be a good struggle, but I think as the public percep-
tion of what we have done both at home and abroad
comes across, and I think it will, then I think the nomina-
tion will be successful.

REACTION TO NEWS MEDIA COVERAGE

Q. If I could just follow up, sir?

TuEe PRESDENT. Surely.

Q. I am sure you are aware that in the press and other
mass media news there is some perception of you as not
quite capable of filling this office. And I wonder, sir, what
your reaction to this is personally? Some of your aides say
it really doesn’t bother you at all.

Tue PresmENT. In the first place, I don’t think that
description is accurate. I think my record in public office
disputes it very forthrightly. Some of the things you read
or hear or see, you know, it kind of hurts your pride a little
bit because you know it isn’t true. But I have long felt
that if you keep a high degree of composure and don’t get
rattled and have total confidence in yourself, that things
work out pretty well.

I might add this: I was looking at some cartoons over
the past year—years, I should say—of American political
life, and the ones today are not any sharper than the ones
in the past. Presidents have survived that kind of criticism.
Those that did had good programs and were right. And I
think you have to have a sense of humor about this. You
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have to be a little thick-skinned, and I think that comes
from some experience.

The main point that I would like to emphasize—and
I said it at the outset—is that I don’t think they are ac-
curate. I have complete and total confidence in my own
capabilities, and the record, I think, proves it.

PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

Q. Mr. President, if you should run into early primary
trouble and have some setbacks in New Hampshire and
Florida, do you believe it would be good for the Republi-
can Party, for other candidates, men who have been
mentioned such as Mr. Richardson, Vice President Rock-
efeller, some of the others who are mentioned as possible
Presidential material, then get in and®challenge Ronald
Reagan? Or do you believe it should be a two-man race
straight to the convention in trying to reach a nomina-
tion?

TaE PrEsmENT. I don’t think I ought to judge what
others might do. I can only say what my intentions are
and I reiterate them today. I have said them consistently,
that I intend to be in the ball game right down to the
convention, I intend to win. I like a good struggle, a good
fight, if that is necessary. And any speculation about me
quitting in mid-stream is just inaccurate. And as I said
yesterday, anyone who forecasts that I am going to quit
in midstream doesn’t know Jerry Ford.

Q. Mr. President, what is your prediction about New
Hampshire and Florida? I think Mr. Callaway has pre-
dicted you will not just do well but will likely win those
primaries.

THE PrReSIDENT. I think we will do reasonably well and
I intend to carry on the record that we have in order to
convince a majority of the people in New Hampshire that
my nomination is a good choice for the Republican Party
and for the country.

Q. Well, are you not flatly predicting that you will win
those primaries?

Tue PresmENT. I don’t like to get into a speculative
situation there. I am confident that the policies are good.
I know we have good people that are executing them.
And I believe that the majority of the people in New
Hampshire will agree with that. But to speculate beyond
that I don’t think is beneficial.

Q. Mr. President, this will be the first time that any
Chief Executive has taken—{irst time in modern times—
has taken the Presidency into the party primaries. I won-
der if you have been able to sort of see in your own mind
how this can be done in a way that will protect the dig-
nity of the Presidency, protect the advantage that you
gained from the office, and so forth? Do you have any
thinking on that?

Tue PresmenT. I think that, Charlie {Charles L.
Bartlett, Chicago Daily News], is easily answered. Con-

+ tinuing to work in this office and to work on the prob-
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lems, to be President, is the best way to ensure that any
campaign in any one of the 30 States is conducted in the
proper way. And that is the way I expect to do it.

Q. Does that rule out the hand-to-hand kind of thing
the “sheriff” campaigning would do?

Tre PresmeEnNT. We expect to make some appear-
ances, obviously, in various States where there are pri-
maries. But the main responsibility I have and the best
way to preserve the dignity of the office and the best way,
in my opinion, to convince the people that I ought to be
the nominee and the President is to work at the job here.

Q. Why was so much time spent this past year, 1975,
on the road in campaigning when in effect you are revers-
ing procedures? In 1975, the year before the election, you
were on the road a great deal and traveling, and in 1976,
when the campaign begins, you are in the Oval Office?

Tae PresmENT. I think the circumstances are quite
different. In 1974 the Republican Party nationally took
a very bad beating. We lost a number of House seats, a
number of Senate seats, a number of governorships. The
preservation of the two-party system in this country is of
maximum importance and the Republican Party in many
States, organizationally speaking and financially, was in
terrible circumstances. I think a President has an obliga-
tion to his party and he certainly has an obligation to the
preservation of a two-party system.

And my efforts in 1974-1975, the kind of traveling
you are talking about, was aimed at rebuilding the party,
maintaining a two-party system. I think that job has been
principally accomplished. The party across the Nation is
in much better shape, organizationally speaking, finan-
cially speaking.

Now we come to 1976 and it becomes more personal
because of the primaries for the President. I am going to
do the job here. I think that is the best way to convince
the people. We will make some appearances obviously,
but it won’t be on the magnitude that I did in 1974 and
1975.

Q. Mr. President, did you sit down at some point in
recent months with your associates and work out any kind
of game plan for, first, winning the nomination, or is it
sort of a week-to-week improvisation as it sometimes
appears?

Tue PresmeNT. Obviously we are in close consulta-
tion with Bo Callaway and the people that are associated
with Bo on the purely political side.

On the other hand, we have advisers within and with-
out the White House who are laying out policies and pro-
grams that are aimed not at the political side but at the
nonpolitical side that will be helpful in getting the nomi-
nation and in being elected President. So it is a combina-
tion, and it has been working over the months. And I
think it will produce results.

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Callaway says that he has no
point of contact here at the White House other than your-
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self. Are you thinking of putting in some political opera-
tive here at the White House to handle some of this
liaison?

Tue PresmeNT. I think he has had good contact with
several of the top people on my staff. He does have ac-
cess to me. I have met with him in the last 6 weeks about
once a week. I get periodic reports, as a matter of fact
weekly reports, from him. It is possible that we would have
somebody of stature, well-recognized, who might be a
contact for him as the year 1976 progresses.

RONALD REAGAN

Q. Mr. President, you, I think yesterday, indicated that
Ronald Reagan might be a Vice Presidential candidate.
I am wondering if that was in any way an offer to him.
Would you be willing to accept him as your running mate.
And do you have any indication that he would be willing
to accept the Vice Presidential nomination?

Tue PresmeNT. I think I phrased it this way: I said
it was premature to make any judgment as to any Vice
Presidential candidate. Then a follow-up question came,
I believe from Lou or David *—I can’t recall precisely
how the question was asked—but I said it was not incon-
ceivable that Ronald Reagan could be a Vice Presidential
running mate. It was a straightforward answer to a very
direct question.

Q. Well, let me ask it more directly then. [Laughter)
He has said, as I recall, that he did not want and would
not accept the Vice Presidential nomination. Do you have
any reason to think that he might be willing to change his
mind?

Tue PrespeNT. I have no reason to go beyond his
own words.

MRS. FORD

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of your wife’s
candid remarks in terms of your election? And do you
think that she has helped or hurt you? Are you going to
muzzle her or tell her to keep on talking? [Laughter]

Tue PresSIDENT. I think she has been doing very well,
Helen.

Q. She has been doing well for you?

Tue PresmENT. I think so. I think she has done an
extremely good job as First Lady and her popularity, of
course, is reflected in the polls. And the selection of her
by Time magazine as one of the 10 [12] outstanding
women in 1975—1 am very proud of it. And I think she
will be helpful. I think she has been over the years as well
as in 1975.

1Lou Cannon and David S. Broder of the Washington Post
interviewed the President on board Air Force One on the return
flight from Vail, Colo., on December 30. An account of the inter-
view appears in the Washington Post of December 31, 1975.
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DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE

Q. Mr. President, assuming that you get your party’s
nomination, which Democrat would you rather run
against and which one do you think you will run against?

Tue PresipENT. Let me answer the last one first. T
have said for a good many months I thought the Demo-
crats would end up nominating Hubert Humphrey. And
that prediction of better than a year ago looks better and
better in December of 1975. I don’t really have any choice
as to the Democratic nominee. That is a little out of my
prerogative so I will let them make that decision.

Q. I know it is out of your prerogative or choosing,
but, if you could, who would you prefer to run against?
[Laughter]

THE PreSIDENT. I really haven’t given it any thought—
[laughter]—because I guess when you come right down
to it, regardless of the nominee, I think I can win.

TWO-PARTY SYSTEM

Q. Mr. President, you have said on several occasions
and you said again this morning that the preservation of
the two-party system is so important and that you have
advised men like Senator Mathias and by indirection
Governor Wallace to work for their goals through their
party conventions, rather than setting up a third or fourth
party candidacy. What can your party as well as the other
party do to get back some of these voters who have been
discontent, or have been dissatisfied with the system, and
have gone the independent route?

THEe PresmeNT. First, I think they have to look at the
record of nations where they have had multiple parties
and those countries that have had that experience or have
it now, don’t have a political stability such as we have in
America. I think they ought to learn that a two-party sys-
tem is the best. It has worked well for us and the multiple
party system has worked badly for most other countries.

Number two, I think we have to convince these people
who have disassociated themselves with both Democratic
and Republican parties that they can achieve far more
success working within the two parties. I have always
found that it is better to be playing the game rather than
sitting on the sidelines and I think that is what these
people—well-intentioned, dedicated individuals—have to
realize. They can do more constructively for their country
if they are working within the framework of the two-party
system.

And there is enough breadth in the political philosophy
of both major parties, I think, to permit most Americans
to be a participant, either as a Democrat or a Republican.
And I know they can get more done and contribute more
significantly.

CABINET MEMBERS’ RELATIONS WITH CONGRESS

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned at the beginning your
team—how proud you are of it. What if, during this year,
some members of your Administration become an issue
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themselves and make it more difficult for you to get things
through Congress? How would you then assess their value
to your Administration?

Tue PresmenT. Bonnie [Bonnie Angelo, Time maga-
zine], I don’t anticipate that. I think all of the Cabinet
members have done an excellent job in their relations with
the Congress, considering particularly the fact that the
Congress was controlled by a better than two-to-one mar-
gin by the opposition party. It is a thought that never
entered my mind.

Q. But you don’t see Secretary Kissinger’s problems on
the Hill as being substantive?

Tur Present. No, I don't. I think his formulation
of foreign policy as Secretary of State, his execution on my
behalf of foreign policy has been gogd. And I do believe
that the Congress, as we move in &3?6, will appreciate
the constructive efforts. And I don’t foresee any problem
in that regard or any of the other Cabinet people.

PRESIDENT’S LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 1976

Q. Mr. President, you have repeatedly asked us to look
at your record and asked the voter to look at your record.
I think on the Hill you generally earned a reputation as a
man who thought that the less government there was per-
haps the better it was. You have a State of the Union com-
ing up in 2 or 3 weeks. Can we expect any new programs
in that State of the Union or do you believe we are at a
time in history where a Presidential candidate can run on
this theme that the less government, the better govern-
ment; we are not going to offer new programs, we are
going to offer less programs?

Trae Presment. Aldo [Aldo B. Beckman, Chicago
Tribune], I think it depends on how you define new pro-
grams. If you think I am going to send up a laundry list

-of liberal, expensive programs that will cost the taxpayers
more and expand the Federal Government, the answer is
categorically no. On the other hand, if you define a new
program as a restructuring of an area within the govern-
ment, the consolidation, for example, of services rendered
by the Federal Government in a more efficient, more
effective way, the probability is yes.

And let me give you an illustration. In 1974, on the
recommendation of the then Administration, the Congress
passed the Community Development Act of 1974 which
took, as I recollect, seven categorical grant programs to
communities throughout the United States. And those
seven programs were combined in one block grant pro-
gram for municipalities all over the country. That was a
new program in concept and it has worked well. It has
gotten greater participation among citizens in these com-
munities, it has given more flexibility to the cities to meet
their problems, and I think it, on a cost plus basis, has been
a good investment, far better than the other program.

I think that is a new program and there is a distinct
possibility that in the State of the Union we will recom-

mend certain consolidations in areas where there have
been so many categorical programs, so much overlap, so
much inefficiency, so much unhappiness by mayors and
Governors with the problems that they have with this
multiplicity of programs.

If we can consolidate in three or four areas—and I
think we can—1I think the taxpayer will get a better return
and the beneficiaries will get better service.

Mr. NEsseN. Mr. President, you havé another meet-
ing scheduled fairly soon.

Tae PresmENT. Can I be the good guy? [Laughter]

MRr. NesseN. And let it go on longer? You always do
that,

Q. Mr. President, can I follow that up with one ques-
tion? Several wecks ago at one of Budge’s breakfasts, Mel
Laird said that he thought that one thing you had to talk
about was national health insurance. That very afternoon
Vice President Rockefeller presented his report to you
from his various town meetings around the country and
there is a paragraph in there that said national health
insurance—1I believe it said mandatory—it was a very
strong word-—recommending it. Might you include some
discussion of national health insurance in your State of
the Union Address?

TrEe PresmeNT. I think we will try to improve the Fed-
eral part of health care to the American people. But I
don’t think I will go beyond that at this time, Aldo.

PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP ‘

Q. Mr. President, do you have any ideas how you
might fulfill this resolve to strengthen the moral and spir-
itual values of the country?

TrE PreseNT. One way that I can do it personally is
by my own conduct and to participate with spiritual
leaders throughout the country, which I think is impor-
tant, on a non-denominational basis. I think we are mov-
ing in that direction and any inspiration I can give or
cooperation that I can contribute, I certainly will do all
I can. '

ANGOLA

Q. Mr. President, you have hinted at some progress
with the Russians on Angola. Is that true? I mean, do you
have some undercurrents?

Tue PrespENT. I can only say that we have presented
very forcefully our view that what is being done there is
contrary to détente. I think there is a better solution. As I
said yesterday and 1 will repeat today, we are maximizing
our effort diplomatically, broadly as well as bilaterally.

RONALD REAGAN’S BUDGET CUT PROPOSAL

(). Mr. President, could you say more about how dec-
orous the struggle with Ronald Reagan is going to be

Tue PresENT. How decorous?

Q. Yes, how polite?
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Tue PresmeNT. I never heard that term used in poli-
tics before. [ Laughter]

Q. T used it deliberately because Ronald Reagan has
proposed a $90 billion cut in Federal outlays that will
retire $5 billion of the national debt and reduce our taxes
22 percent. He said now there are those who argue that
the effect of that, say, would be an enormous increase in
property and State and local taxes or a substantial cut in,
say, the caliber of schools and teachers’ salaries, this sort
of thing. That seems to be a legitimate issue and perhaps
a difference between Ford and Reagan. Will you take on
and detail the possible drawbacks that you see in his pro-
posal to cut Federal revenues by $90 billion? Does that
violate the rule that you will not attack your opponent?

Tur PresmeNT. I think the best answer to that is the
one 1 gave the other day. I had met a day or so before
with nine Governors, five Democrats and four Republi-
cans, as I recall, and in the course of this 2-hour-plus dis-
cussion of the problems of State government, it was very
obvious to me that none of them, Democratic or Republi-
can, were very sympathetic to the approach that you men-
tioned. And after all, they are Governors today and they
realize the problems if all of a sudden $90 billion worth
of extra cost was thrown upon their shoulders. And I
respect their judgment. And I think their judgment of
nine is a reflection of the judgment of 50 Governors.
And I think the American people will follow that line
rather than

Q. But you will leave it to Governors to make this
argument, or will you say that that’s a crackpot scheme?
[Laughter]

Tue Presment. As I said at the very outset, I am
going to campaign affirmatively, and, if the Governors
that were there and the other Governors raise objection,
and I had some evidence that they did, I think thatis a
valid criticism for them to make of the program.

THE DOMINO THEORY

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned Vietnam at the be-
ginning. I wonder whether we could have one more look
back at that war. I am sure history is going to be asking
this question, I think it will. Whatever happened to the
domino theory which I think you once espoused? Looking
back, did it really ever have any validity or does it con-
tinue to have a validity?

Tae Presment. I think it can have validity and the
situation that developed in Laos, as you well know, the
coalition government there has dissolved, been overcome.
I know that there are countries in Southeast Asia that
were fearful that it might be a reality. We were able to
reaffirm our presence at the present time as well as in the
future in the Pacific, or Southeast Asia. And thus far we
have been able to preclude what I honestly felt might
have taken place.

Outside of some weakening in some countries, the
domino theory has not taken place and we are fortunate.
I am glad that that theory has been disproven, but it took
some strong action and I think some leadership by this
country to handle the matter.

DISCLOSURE OF HEALTH AND FINANCIAL RECORDS OF
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

. Mr, President, do you think that all candidates
should make public their health records, financial records,
and every other record concerning their personal lives?

Trae PresmenT. Helen, if you go back to the hearings
that I had on the Vice Presidential nomination, I think
you will find that I had my academic records, my military
records, my health records, every record that I could
imagine was put on the record. And if you want to go
back and look at it, kind of just go and see. I willingly co-
operated with the committee. And I think it would be
helpful for all candidates to do it in 1976.

I am healthy. I have never felt better, and I think the
public has a legitimate interest in that. Now Dr. Lukash
has some reservations about that, but as far as I

Q. He doesn’t think that

Tue PresmenT. Well, he thinks—and I can under-
stand it—that it might establish a bad precedent. But as
far as T am concerned, I would throw whatever records
are out on the table today. I think it would be a good
idea.

Q. Do you think that someone who is not in good
health should not run?

Tue Presment. Well, that is for the American people
to decide, not me,

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to release—when you
get to campaigning next year, do you plan to release for-
mally your health records?

Ture PresmenT. It is my understanding that some
publications or some magazine or newspaper, or AP or
UPI, are asking that and we have been asked. I think we
should. But I repeat that my medical adviser thinks it
is a bad precedent.

Q. Why?

Tue PresmeNT. Well

Q. Heis a doctor. [Laughter]

Q. I mean, why should it be a bad precedent for the
American people to know the health of their President?

MRg. NesseN. Dr. Lukash, sir, has a problem with the
doctor-patient relationship, not only in this case but in
Mis. Ford’s case and previous cases. He believes it vio-
lates his medical ethics. But we are still working on the
problem. It’s the Medical World News which has re-
quested it.

Tue PresipeNT. I think we can solve the problem but,
as far as in general, what I did before the Senate com-
mittee is the best indication of how I personally feel.
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Q. Mr. President, do you think other candidates should
release financial records as full as those you released before
the committee? And do you plan to update the ones you
released then?

TrE PrESIDENT. Well, my financial records again are
on the record up through, let’s see, 1973, and T hadn’t
thought about it, but there hasn’t been any significant
change. And I would see no reason why I shouldn’t, and
I think it would likewise be constructive for other can-
didates.

DISAPPOINTMENTS AS PRESIDENT

Q. Mr. President, looking back on 1975, what has been
your greatest disappointment this year, and what would
you do differently?

TuE PRESIDENT. I think the grea?est disappointment
was that T couldn’t sit in this office and turn a switch and

instantaneously stop the rate of inflation, stop the unem-

ployment increases. It is frustrating to find that our society,
our industrial society and society as a whole, is so complex
that you can’t just turn a switch and everything turns
from darkness to sunshine.

I think any President—and the ones that I have known
during my lifetime—I suspect found that probably the
greatest disappointment. I am sure Mr. Roosevelt, who
struggled from 1933 until World War 11, worked day and
night trying to find an answer to the Depression. I am
sure that he sat in this very office and wished he could
turn a switch and get the 14 to 15 percent unemployment
changed. But, it just doesn’t happen that way. And that
is @ hard lesson I think any President runs into. It is a
disappointment because you know there is hardship, you
know there is disappointment throughout the country.
From a personal point of view, that was the most disap-
pointing thing.

Well, any more questions?

DETERMINATION TO WIN ELECTION

Q. May I ask one final question? It goes back to the
matter of running. You say that those that think Gerald
Ford may drop out of the race before the very end or
should you be defeated simply don’t know you. But in
all your political life, 25 years or so, you have never sought
the Presidency. The question goes to whether or not you
have, since you have come into office, developed the all-
consuming desire and drive it will take to win election.
Do you feel that you have that now and the determina-
tion to do it?

THE PrESDENT. No question in my mind. I have a
vision of what I want America to be. I think it is a good
vision for 215 million Americans—I have said it in one
way or another in response to other questions here. At
peace with ourselves, peace throughout the world, better
economic conditions, the strengthening of individual free-
dom in this country, the protection of our environment
as we try to move forward as a nation economically, con-

trol of the very difficult problem of crime—these are the
things that I want done. I happen to believe that they
are good for America. I strongly feel that I am qualified
to implement and to achieve those goals, that vision.

So, I do have the drive, and I have said repeatedly—
and I will say it once more—I get up every morning and
can’t wait to get to this office to get to the problems. And
I never go home at night feeling we haven’t made some
progress, not as much, but I look forward to the next day
because I think we will make more progress in the
achievement of these goals and this vision. ‘

May I just say one thing in conclusion. This is the sec-
ond of these kind of informal, somewhat restricted get-
togethers. I know that some in the press have felt that
everybody should be here. As we move ahead, if you all
like this approach, what I would like to do is to next week
or next month, whenever the time comes, to have a differ-
ent group so that everybody feels they get included and
that no one feels they get excluded. So, I say to those
who are not here, we will try to get them in the next time
around.

Have a good year.

Miss Taomas. Thank you, and Happy New Year to
you.

NoTE: The question-and-answer session began at 11:30 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

National Transportation
Safety Board

Announcement of Intention To Nominate Webster B.
Todd, Jr., To Be a Member and Chairman.
December 31, 1975

The President today announced his intention to nomi-
nate Webster B. Todd, Jr., of Far Hills, N.J,, to be a
member of the National Transportation Safety Board for
the term expiring December 31, 1980. The President also
announced his intention to nominate Mr. Todd to be
Chairman of the Board for a term of 2 years. He will suc-
ceed John H. Reed whose term has expired in both capac-
ities. This is the first time that a person has been
nominated to be Chairman as a result of Public Law
93-633, of January 3, 1975.

The President is also designating John H. Reed as Act-
ing Chairman until the confirmation of Mr. Todd.

A native of New York City, Mr. Todd was born
December 1, 1938. He received his A.B. degree from
Princeton University in 1961. From 1962 to 1963, he was
a partner with Basking Ridge Aviation, owner of the
Princeton Aviation Corp., from 1963 to 1969, partner
with General Aviation Engineering, Somerville, N.J,,
from 1965 to 1969, and president of the Princeton Air
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Research Park Co., in Princeton, N.J., from 1965 to
1969.

Mr. Todd served as an Assemblyman in the New Jersey
Legislature from 1967 to 1969. He came to Washington
in 1969 as Special Assistant to the Chairman of the Civil
Aeronautics Board where he served 2 years before going
to the White House in 1971 as Executive Director of the
White House Conference on Aging. In 1973, he served 4
months as a Consultant to the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Mr. Todd is married to the former Sheila Mitchell
O’Keefe, and they have three children.

Federal Regional Councils
Executive Order 11892. December 31, 1975

AMENDING Executive OrRDER No. 11647 RELATING TO
Feperar RecioNarL COUNCILS

By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and statutes of the United States of America,
and as President of the United States of America, in order
to include the Department of Commerce and the Federal
Energy Administration in the Regional Council System
and thus expand interagency cooperation and improve
the coordination of services to the States, consistent with
Section 401(d) of the Intergovernmental Cooperation
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 1103, 42 U.S.C. 4231(d)), it is
hereby ordered as follows:

SecTioN 1. Subsection (a) of Section 1 of Executive
Order No. 11647 of February 10, 1972, as amended by
Executive Order No. 11731 of July 23, 1973, is amended
to read as follows:

“(a) There is hereby continued a Federal Regional
Council for each of the ten standard Federal regions. The
President shall designate one member of each Council as
Chairman. Representatives of the Office of Management
and Budget may participate in any deliberations of each
Council. Each Council shall be composed of the principal
regional officials of the following departments and
agencies:

(1) The Department of the Interior.

(2) The Department of Agriculture.

(3) The Department of Commerce.

(4) The Department of Labor.

(5) The Department of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare.

(6) The Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

(7) The Department of Transportation.

(8) The Community Services Administration.

(9) The Environmental Protection Agency.

(10) The Federal Energy Administration.

(11) The Law Enforcement Assistance Administra-
tion.”.

Sec. 2. Section 3 of Executive Order No. 11647 of
February 10, 1972, as amended by Executive Order No.
11731 of July 23, 1973, is amended to read as follows:

“Sgc. 3. Under Secretaries Group for Regional Opera-
tions. (a) The Under Secretaries Group for Regional Op-
erations is hereby continued and shall be composed of the
following:

(1) The Under Secretary of the Interior.

(2) The Under Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) The Under Secretary of Commerce.

(4) The Under Secretary of Labor.

(5) The Under Secretary of Health, Education, and
Welfare.

(6) The Under Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(7) The Deputy Secretary of Transportation.

(8) The Deputy Director of the Community Services
Administration.

(9) The Deputy Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

(10) The Deputy Administrator of the Federal En-
ergy Administration.

(11) The Administrator of the Law Enforcement As-
sistance Administration.

(12) An Associate Director of the Domestic Council.

(13) The Deputy Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, who shall be Chairman.

“(b) When the Chairman determines that matters
which significantly affect the interests of a Federal agency
not represented on the Group are to be considered by the
Group, he shall invite an appropriate representative of the
agency involved to participate in the deliberations of the
Group.

“(c¢) The Under Secretaries Group for Regional Op-
erations shall, consistent with the objectives and priorities
established by the President and the Domestic Council,
establish policy with respect to Federal Regional Council
matters, provide guidance to the Councils, respond to their
initiatives, and seek to resolve policy issues referred to it
by the Councils. The Under Secretaries Group, under the
Chairmanship of the Deputy Director of the Office of
Management and Budget, shall be responsible for the
proper functioning of the system established by this
Order.”.

Gerarp R. Forp
The White House,
December 31, 1975.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:54 am.,
January 2, 1976]
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New Year’s Day, 1976
Message of the President. December 31, 1975

The years that are special in the lives of nations and
individuals are those in which imagination produces
action—action that offers hope, opportunity, a fresh start,
and a vehicle for our optimism.

One of our great national characteristics is optimism.
I can’t even remember facing a new year with anything
less than anticipation—and a few of those new years were
difficult ones.

Some of us can remember new years in the great
depression when the road to prosperity seemed closed—
we can remember other new years sgent in the midst of
a world war that threatened our very survival.

But I can also remember new years in the late 1940’s
and throughout the 1950’s when the future sizzled with
promise and we led the world back to stability and
greater achievement than it had ever known before. The
road to prosperity was not closed—we had just been on
a detour—our resolve, our determination and our ability
had been tested—and we were not found wanting.

The new year we are now entering embodies the 200th
anniversary of the founding of this great Republic. We
look back with pride, but all of our national experience
should prove to us that we must also look forward with
eagerness to the unfolding years ahead.

We are Americans! We move into the future with the
strength and confidence of 200 years of a proud heritage.
Liberty is the most precious possession of our past and it
is still our greatest promise for the future. The freedoms
we have today must be preserved and extended.

I ask you to join me in a 1976 New Year’s resolution
to cherish and protect what we have achieved in
America—and, with God’s help, to build upon it in the
years ahead.

A very Happy New Year to each of you.

GerarLp R. Forp

The Bicentennial Year

The President’s Remarks Recorded for Use on Radio
and Television. December 31, 1975

Good evening.

We stand tonight at a very important threshold. Within
the next few hours, we will usher in not only a New Year,
not only the final quarter of the 20th century, but a fresh
new chapter in American history, our third century as a
nation.

Behind us lie 200 years of toil and struggle, 200 years
of accomplishment and triumph. We remain, in Lincoln’s
words, “the last, best hope of earth.” But, what lies ahead?
Shall we let the coming year slip into the record books vir-
tually unnoticed and undistinguished except for the fan-
fare of a gigantic birthday party? Or, shall we make 1976
the beginning of a very special time, a time that sparks a
renaissance of the American spirit, a time of rededication
to liberty and justice for all Americans, a time that revives
and strengthens the universal human yearning for freedom
all over the world.

This is the very central question that we face tonight.
Let’s each of us, in the days ahead, consider what answer
we shall give in our own personal lives. Remembering the
heritage of 200 years, let us ask what we must do to earn
an honored place in the memories of the generations to
come.

Then, let us resolve that 1976 shall be the year that
Americans reunite in the age old commitment to liberty
for ourselves and for the peoples all over the world.

Thank you, and may God bless you with a happy New
Year.

~orte: The President’s remarks were recorded at 3:41 p.m. in the
Oval Office.

Imports of Meat From Canada

Proclamation 4410. Dated December 31, 1975.
Released January 1, 1976

TerMINATION OF TEMPORARY QUANTITATIVE LiMiTA-
TION ON THE IMPORTATION INTO THE UNITED STATES
oF CerTAIN BEEF AND VEAL FrOM CANADA

By the President 'of the United States of America
a Proclamation

Wuzereas, Proclamation No. 4335 of November 16,
1974, issued pursuant to Section 252(a) of the Trade
Expansion Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1882(a)) in response
to unjustifiable restrictions imposed by Canada on meat
imports from the United States, limited imports into
the United States of certain cattle, beef, veal, swine and
pork from Canada, and whereas that Proclamation in-
serted item 945.03 into subpart B of part 2 of the Ap-
pendix to the Tariff Schedules of the United States
(TSUS), and

WaEereas, Canada has now lifted those unjustifiable
restrictions on meat imports from the United States,
and

WHaEREAS, Section 225(b) of the Trade Expansion
Act of 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1885(b)) authorizes the Presi-
dent to terminate in whole or in part any proclamation
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made pursuant to Section 252 of the Trade Expansion
Actof 1962 (19 U.S.C. 1882(a) ), and

WHEREAS, Proclamation No. 4382 of August 5, 1975,
terminated those parts of Proclamation No. 4335 per-
taining to the importation of cattle, swine and pork from
Canada and

Waereas, I deem it necessary and appropriate to
terminate the remaining restrictions proclaimed in Proc-
lamation No. 4335, specifically those imposing tempo-
rary quantitative limitations on the importation into the
United States of certain beef and veal from Canada, in
order to encourage trade between the United States and
Canada.

Now, Tuererore, I, GeraLp R. Forp, President of
the United States of America, acting under authority
vested in me by the Constitution and statutes, including
Section 255(b) of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (19
U.S.C. 1885(b) ) do hereby proclaim that:

1) Proclamation No. 4335 is terminated.

2) Subpart B of part 2 of the Appendix to the TSUS
is amended as follows:

{a) By deleting the superior heading immediately pre-

ceding item 945.03.

(b) By deleting item 945.03.

3) This Proclamation is effective with respect to ar-
ticles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse, for con-
sumption after 12:01 a.m. EST, January 1, 1976.

In Wrtness WrEREOF, 1 have hereunto set my hand
this thirty-first day of December in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and seventy-five and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundredth.

Gerarp R. Forp

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:53 am,
January 2, 1976]

Public Broadcasting Financing Act
of 1975

Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 6461
Inte Law While Expressing Concern About Certain
of Its Provisions. January 1, 1976

I am pleased to sign H.R. 6461, the Public Broad-
casting Financing Act of 1975. This legislation, while not
perfect, represents a milestone in the history of public
broadcasting. It will help assure that public broadcasting
can concentrate on being the effective and innovative
source of educational and cultural programing which the
American people have come to expect.

I congratulate the Congress for including in this new
legislation most of the provisions originally recommended
by the Administration. Under the bill, the level of Federal

funding will be keyed to the ability of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting and the local broadcasters themselves
to generate contributions from other sources. In addi-
tion, a significant percentage of the Federal contribution
to public broadcasting will be required by law to be dis-
tributed to local public broadcasting stations, Both of these
features ensure that the Federal commitment to public
broadcasting will be dependent upon and responsive to
the interests and needs of local audiences.

I am also pleased that the legislation provides for a 5-
year authorization. Multi-year financing for public broad-
casting has been a long-sought objective as a means of in-
sulating this important medium of expression from the
possibility of undue governmental control.

I am disappointed, therefore, that the present bill does
not include the corresponding 5-year appropriation orig-
inally proposed by the Administration.

I am also concerned about the authorization ceilings
contained in H.R. 6461. The bill proposed by the Ad-
ministration contained funding ceilings for a 5-year period
ranging from $70 million in the first year to $100 million
in the fifth year. Unfortunately, the Congress has increased
these ceilings significantly, providing for a 5-year authori-
zation ranging from $88 million to $160 million. In this
time of severe strain on the Federal budget, I consider it
essential that the appropriations provided under this bill
conform to the limits which I intend to recommend in
my fiscal year 1977 budget.

In spite of the deficiencies I have mentioned, I believe
the bill I have signed will significantly enhance the ability
of the public broadcasting community to continue provid-
ing programing of excellence and diversity for the Amer-
ican people.

NOTE: As enacted, the Public Broadcasting Financing Act of 1975
(H.R. 6461) is Public Law 94-192, approved December 31, 1975.

Legislation Concerning Financial
Institutions, the National Commission
on Electronic Fund Transfers,

and Home Mortgages

Statement by the President on Signing S. 1281 Into
Law. Januaryl, 1976

I have signed into law S. 1281. Title I of this bill ex-
tends until March 1, 1977, the authority of various Fed-
eral agencies to regulate interest rates paid on certain
deposits in financial institutions. Title II extends the
authorization of the National Commission on Electronic
Fund Transfers for 2 years beyond the confirmation date
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of its chairperson. I support these two measures. However,
I have some reservations about Title III, the “Home
Mortgage Disclosure Act of 1975.”

This Act will require financial institutions having over
$10 million in assets and operating in large urban “stand-
ard metropolitan statistical areas” to comply with a new
program of Federal regulation. All of these depository in-
stitutions will be required to compile and make available
for public inspection, information on the number and
total dollar amount of mortgage and home improvement
loans, broken down by census tract or zip code. This Fed-
eral law will be enforced by several Federal regulatory
agencies (the Federal Reserve Board, Federal Home
Loan Bank Board and others) and will supersede any in-
consistent provisions of State laws. The Federal Reserve
Board will have authority to exempt State chartered insti-
tutions which are subject to similar State disclosure and
enforcement requirements.

In essence, this third title attempts to highlight the
problem of mortgage and home improvement loan fund
shortages in some parts of large urban areas—often lower
income, older neighborhoods—where credit discrimina-
tion based upon geographic factors is alleged to occur.

I firmly believe, as do most people, that discrimina-
tion on racial or ethnic grounds is a practice which is ab-
horrent to our American way of life. Our Constitution
grants equal liberties to all citizens. Federal, State, and
local laws expressly prohibit discriminatory practices. Our
courts have continued to uphold the principle that a
strong and free nation is one which can, and must, protect
any individual’s rights, regardless of race or religion. This
bill attempts to expose any such discrimination by finan-
cial institutions providing housing credit. I strongly sup-
port this objective.

While T note that the Congress claims that this legis-
lation is not intended to encourage unsound lending prac-
tices or the allocation of credit, I am concerned that this
Mortgage Disclosure Act may impose a burdensome and
costly requirement for additional recordkeeping and pa-
perwork. Unless this new disclosure program is very care-
fully administered, the Federal Government will be plac-
ing yet another requirement on the private sector—a re-
quirement which will impose substantial costs but will do
very little to increase the total availability of mortgage
funds in our housing markets.

I trust that the agencies administering Title 111 of this
bill will assess carefully the costs and benefits to both the
lenders and borrowers. As presently enacted, this legisla-
tion will have a 4-year life. If, within that period, undue
burdens result from the implementation of this program, I
shall not hesitate to recommend amending legislation.

I also trust that the Congress will join with my Adminis-
tration in working to solve the capital shortage problem
which our country faces. Over the years our expanding

capital markets have helped keep the American economy

strong because sufficient capital—for housing, industry,
consumer credit, and other purposes—has been available
to sustain economic growth. Rather than support capital
allocation, my Administration is committed to improve
and strengthen the free market mechanisms used for rais-
ing and investing capital-—particularly for housing. To
this end I have urged Congress to enact the Administra-
tion’s Financial Institutions Act of 1975 (S. 1267), a bill
which will permit banks and other thrift erganizations to
offer competitive yields on savings deposits and a wider
range of services to customers and homebuyers. This legis-
lation will offer new incentives to all mortgage lenders and
should help alleviate shortages of mortgage money in every
housing market of our Nation.

NoTE: As enacted, the bill (8. 1281) is Public Law 94-200, ap-
proved December 31, 1975.

Veto of Legislation Amending the
National Security Act of 1947

The President’s Message to the Senate Returning
S. 2350 Without His Approval. Dated
December 31, 1975. Released January 1, 1976

To the Senate of the United States:

I return without my approval S. 2350, a bill “To
amend the National Security Act of 1947, as amended,
to include the Secretary of the Treasury as a member of
the National Security Council.”

The National Security Council is one of the most im-
portant organizations in the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent. The Council’s function, under the law, is to advise
the President with respect to the integration of domestic,
foreign, and military policies relating to the national secu-
rity. The President, the Vice President, the Secretary of
State, and the Secretary of Defense are the statutory
members of the Council. In addition, the President may,
under the law, appoint by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate the Secretaries and Under Secretaries of
other executive departments and of the military depart-
ments to serve at his pleasure. No President has ever exer-
cised this latter authority.

In my judgment, enactment of S. 2350 is not necessary.
From its establishment in 1947, each President has invited
from time to time additional officers to participate in
National Security Council deliberations when matters spe-
cifically relating to their responsibilities have been con-
sidered. In line with this practice, the President invites the
Secretary of the Treasury to participate in Council affairs
when issues of substantial interest to the Department of
the Treasury are involved. Thus, existing arrangements
provide for adequate participation of the Secretary of the
Treasury in National Security Council matters.
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Furthermore, additional mechanisms exist to assure
that the President receives advice which takes into account
the proper integration and coordination of domestic and
international economic policy with foreign policy and
national security objectives. Both the Economic Policy
Board and the Council for International Economic Policy
provide the President with high level advice on economic
matters. The Secretary of the Treasury is the Chairman
of these two bodies on which the Secretary of State also
serves.

I believe that S. 2350 is undesirable as well as unneces-
sary. The proper concerns of the National Security Coun-
cil extend substantially beyond the statutory responsibili-
ties and focus of the Secretary of the Treasury. Most issues
that come before the Council on a regular basis do not
have significant economic and monetary implications.

Moreover, a large number of executive departments
and agencies have key responsibilities for programs affect-
ing international economic policy. From time to time
these programs influence importantly our foreign policy
and national security decisions. The Treasury Department
does not and could not represent all those interests. Ex-
tending full statutory membership on the National Secu-
rity Council to the Secretary of the Treasury would not
achieve the purpose of bringing to bear on decisions the
full range of international economic considerations.

For these several reasons, I am concerned that increas-
ing the statutory membership of the Council might well
diminish its flexibility and usefulness as a most important
advisory mechanism for the President.

In sum, S. 2350 is unnecessary, since adequate arrange-
ments for providing advice to the President on the inte-
gration of economic and foreign policy already exist, and
it is undesirable because the proposed arrangement is
inconsistent with the purposes of the National Security
Council and would lessen the current and desirable flex-
ibility of the President in arranging for advice on the
broad spectrum of international and national security
policy matters.

GerarLp R. Forp
The White House,
December 31, 1975.

The Bicentennial Year

Proclamation 4411. Dated December 31, 1975.
Released January 2, 1976

By the President of the United States of America
a Proclamation

In the year 1776, the people of our land dedicated

themselves in word and deed to the principles of liberty,

equality, individual dignity, and representative govern-

ment. It was a hectic but heroic beginning of a process
which led to the creation of a great Republic symbolizing
then, as it does today, the hope of the future.

The year 1776 was a year of revolution, not merely in
the rejection of colonial rule, but in the thoughtful, elo-
quent, and enduring expression of a government to foster
and perpetuate the development of a free and independ-
ent people.

Now, two hundred years later, we have settled our
continent and turned our vision to the limits of the uni-
verse. We are the richest nation in the world-—rich in
our resources, rich in our creativity, rich in our strength,
and rich in our people—from our Native Americans to
those who have come from every country on earth to
share in the hope, the work, and the spirit of our Republic.

The challenges faced by our forebears were not only
to their physical capabilities but also to their faith in the
future. Their response to these challenges affirmed their
deep belief that by their actions they could create a better
world for themselves and those that would follow. As we
enter America’s third century, let us emulate in word and
deed, their resolve and vision.

Now, TuEReFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six as The
Bicentennial Year. Let 1976 be a year of reflection, a year
of sharing, and foremost, a year of achievement.

I urge all Americans to reflect, from time to time dur-
ing this Bicentennial Year, on the historic events of our
past, on the heroic deeds of those whose legacy we now
enjoy, and on the compelling visions of those who helped
shape our constitutional government.

I call upon educators, clergy and labor, business and
community leaders, as well as those in the communica-
tions media, to review our history and publicize the shap-
ing events, people, and ideas of our historic beginnings.

I call upon every man, woman, and child to celebrate
the diversity of tradition, culture and heritage that reflects
our people and our patrimony. Let each of us resolve to
cherish and protect what we have achieved in the United
States of America and to build upon it in the years ahead,
not by words alone, but by actions which bespeak a con-
tinuing commitment to a heritage of individual initiative,
creativity, and liberty.

In Wrrness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this thirty-first day of December, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundredth.

GeraLp R. Forp

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 5:03 pm.,
January 2, 1976]
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Transfer of Functions to the Office
of Management and Budget

Executive Order 11893. Dated December 31, 1975.
Released January 2, 1976

TrRANSFERRING CrErRTAIN FuncTions From THE GEN-
ERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION TO THE OFFICE OF
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and Statutes of the United States,
particularly by section 301 of title 3 of the United States
Code, the Federal Property and Administrative Services
Act of 1949, as amended, the Budgg and Accounting
Act, 1921, as amended, the Budget and Accounting Pro-
cedures Act of 1950, as amended, Reorganization Plan
No. 2 of 1970; and section 5317 of title 5 of the United
States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

SectioNn 1. There are hereby transferred to the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget all policy

functions that were transferred to the Administrator of .

General Services by Section 1 (1) of Executive Order
No. 11717, dated May 9, 1973, and Executive Order No.
11867, dated June 19, 1975.

Skec. 2. The Director of the Office of Management and
Budget shall continue to perform policy formulation and
general oversight functions with regard to the other trans-
fers made by Executive Order No. 11717 and Executive
Order No. 11867. No function vested by statute in the
Administrator shall be deemed to be affected by the pro-
visions of this order.

Sec. 3. So much of the personnel, property and records.

attendant to the functions transferred by this order as
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
shall determine, shall be transferred to the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, at such times as the Director shall
specify.

Skc. 4. Executive Order No. 11717 of May 9, 1973,
and Executive Order No. 11867 of June 19, 1975, are
hereby superseded to the extent that they are inconsistent
with this order. Any circulars, directives, or regulations
issued pursuant to functions transferred by this order
shall remain in effect until modified or rescinded by the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sec. 5. Section 2 of Executive Order No. 11861 of
May 21, 1975, as amended, placing certain positions in
level V of the Executive Schedule, is further amended by
deleting “(9) Associate Administrator for Federal Man-
agement Policy, General Services Administration.”.

Sec. 6. This order shall be effective as of December 31,
1975.

Gerarp R. Forn
The White House,
December 31, 1975,

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 5:04 p.m.,
January 2, 1976]

International Atomic Energy Agency

Announcement of Intention To Nominate Galen L,
Stone To Be Deputy United States Representative.
January 2, 1976

The President today announced his intention to nom-
inate Galen L. Stone, of the District of Columbia, to be
Deputy United States Representative to’ the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency. He will succeed Dwight
J. Porter, who has resigned.

In May 1975, Mr. Stone was nominated to the posi-
tion of Ambassador to Laos, but did not assume the post.
Prior to his nomination, he was Deputy Chief of Mission,
Paris, France. From 1969 to 1973, he was Deputy Chief
of Mission in New Delhi. During 1968-69, he was Po-
litical Counselor in Saigon, From 1965 to 1968, he was
Special Assistant, Counselor of Political-Economic Af-
fairs, New Delhi. He was Deputy Director, Office of West
European Affairs, from 1962 to 1963, after having served
as Officer in Charge of Swiss-Benelux Affairs during
1961-62. He was a Personnel Officer in 1958 and later
became a Supervisory Placement Specialist, serving until
1961.

After joining the Foreign Service in 1947, Mr. Stone
was assigned as an Economic Officer in Munich. He
served from 1950 to 1954 as an Economic Officer in Kiel
andlater was assigned as Political Officer in Paris for
SHAPE.

Mr. Stone was born on July 4, 1921, in Brookline,
Mass. He received his B.A. degree from Harvard Uni-
versity in 1946. He served with the United States Army
as a captain from 1942 to 1945.

M. Stone is married to the former Anne Brewer, and
they have five children.

Veto of Common Situs
Picketing Bill

The President’s Message to the House of
Representatives Returning H.R. 5900 Without His
Approval. January 2, 1976

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning without my approval H.R. 5900, com-
monly known as the Common Situs Picketing Bill.

The bill before me represents a combination of H.R.
5900, which would overturn the United States Supreme
Court’s decision in the Denver Building Trades case and
the newly proposed Construction Industry Collective
Bargaining Bill, S. 2305, as amended. During the devel-
opment of this legislation, I stipulated that these two re-
lated measures should be considered together. The col-
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lective bargaining provisions have great merit. It is to the
common situs picketing title that I address my objec-
tions.

I had hoped that this bill would provide a resolution
for the special problems of labor-management relations
in the construction industry and would have the support
of all parties. My earlier optimism in this regard was un-
founded. My reasons for this veto focus primarily on the
vigorous controversy surrounding the measure, and the
possibility that this bill could lead to greater, not lesser,
conflict in the construction industry.

There are intense differences between union and non-
union contractors and labor over the extent to which this
bill constitutes a fair and equitable solution to a long-
standing issue. I have concluded that neither the building
industry nor the Nation can take the risk that the bill,
which proposed a permanent change in the law, will lead
to loss of jobs and work hours for the construction trades,
higher costs for the public, and further slowdown in a
basic industry.

Gerarp R. Forp
The White House,
January 2, 1976.

~oTE: For a statement by the President announcing his intention to
veto the bill, see page 1393 of volume 11 of the Weekly Compilation
of Presidential Documents.

Digest of Other

White House Announcements

Following is a listing of items of general interest which
were announced to the press during the period covered
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the
issue.

December 24

The President sent a message of condolence to Mrs.
Richard Welch on the death of her husband, the U.S.
official who was slain in Athens, Greece, on December 23,

December 26

The President has redesignated John E. Robson as
Chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Board for the period
of calendar year 1976.

December 27

The President has waived certain restrictions concern-
ing burial at Arlington National Cemetery in order that
Richard Welch can be buried there.

December 28

Following the death of Sir Patrick Shaw, Australian
Ambassador to the United States, the President sent
letters of condolence to Australian Prime Minister Mal-
colm Fraser and Mrs. Shaw.

December 29

The President designated Philip W. Buchen, Counsel
to the President, to be his personal representative to meet
the Air Force plane bearing the body of Richard Welch
when it arrived at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., on
December 30.

December 30

Following his return to the White House from Vail,
Colo., the President met with Secretary of Transportation
Coleman, FAA Administrator McLucas, Deputy Attor-
ney General Harold Tyler, and Deputy Director James
Adams of the FBI to discuss the progress of the investiga-
tion of the December 29 bombing incident at LaGuardia
Airport in New York City and also to consider steps to
reinforce airport and airplane security.

The President telephoned Fran Tarkenton, quarter-
back of the Minnesota Vikings football team, to express
his condolences on the death of Mr. Tarkenton’s father,
Dallas Tarkenton, Sr.

December 31

Yitzhak Rabin, Prime Minister of Israel, has accepted
President Ford’s invitation to visit the United States from
January 27 to February 4.

The President has accepted the resignation of Jacob
‘Seidenberg as a member and Chairman of the Federal
Service Impasses Panel, effective December 31, 1975,

The President today thanked Adm. Louis Thayer, who
had earlier resigned, for agreeing to continue as a member
of the National Transportation Safety Board pending the
appointment and qualification of his successor. Admiral
Thayer had originally resigned effective today.

January 2

The President has accepted the resignation of James
H. Falk as Associate Director of the Domestic Council,
effective December 31, 1975.

The President sent a get-well message to former First
Lady Mamie Eisenhower at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center. '

The President met at the White House with Secretary
of Transportation Coleman, FAA Administrator Mc-
Lucas, and Deputy Attorney General Tyler to receive an
updated report on the investigation of the bombing inci-
dent at LaGuardia Airport.
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ACTS APPROVED BY
THE PRESIDENT

Approved December 26, 1975

HR. 812 e Public Law 94-180
Public Works for Water and Power De-
velopment and Energy Research Appro-
priation Act, 1976.

Approved December 27, 1975

HR. 6874 e Public Law 94-181
An act to amend the Small Reclamation
Projects Act of 1956, as amended.

Approved December 31, 1975

HJ, Res. 49 Public Law 94188
Joint resolution to provide for the begin-
ning of the second session of the Ninety-
fourth Congress and for other purposes.

HR. 3474 e Public Law 94—-18'?
An act to authorize appropriations to the
Energy Research and Development Admine
igtration in accordance with section 261 of
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended,
section 305 of the Energy Reorganization
Act of 1974, and section 16 of the Federal
Nonnuclear Energy Research and Develop-
ment Act of 1974, and for other purposes.

HR. 4016 e Public Law 94-189
An act to provide for the disposition of
funds appropriated to pay certain Indian
Claims Commission judgments in favor of
the Sac and Fox Indians, and for other
purposes.

HR, 4073 e Public Law 94188
Regional Development Act of 1975,

HR., 4287 e Public Law 94-191
An act to provide for additional law clerks
for the judges of the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals.

HR. 4678 e Public Law 94-183
An act to amend chapter 83 of title 5,
United States Code, to establish time limi-
tations In applying for civil service retire-
ment benefits, and for other purposes,

HR. 5541 .. ___ .. Public Law 94-180
Small Business Emergency Rellef Act.
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ACTS APPROVED BY
THE PRESIDENT-—Continued

Approved December 31, 1975—Continued

HR. 6461 . e Public Law 94-192
Public Broadeasting Financing Act of 1975.

HR. 7T862__ e Public Law 94-184
An act to amend the Farm Credit Act of
1971 relating to credit eligibility for co-
operatives serving agricultursl producers,
and to enlarge the access of production
credit associations to Federal district
courts,

provement program to provide more flexi-
bility in the types of prolects which can
be funded, and for other purposes.

HR. 8631 . eenm Public Law 94-197
An act to amend the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954, as amended, to provide for the
phaseout of governmental indemnity as &
source of funds for public remuneration in
the event of a nuclear incident, and for
other purposes.

HR. 10035 v cmamm Public Law 94193
An act to establish the Judicial Confer-
ence of the District of Columbia.

HR. 10284, . cmmmmsmmm Public Law 94182
An act to amend title XVIII of the Social
Security Act, and for other purposes,

HR. 10792 e Private Law 84-27
An act for the relief of Jana Hlavaty.
HR. 11016 e Public Law 94185

An act to extend the Renegotiation Act of
1851 for nine months.

HR. 111720 e Public Law 94195
An act to insure that the compensation
and other emoluments for any person fill-
ing the vacancy on the Pederal Maritime
Commission caused by the resignation of
Commissioner George Henry Hearn shall
be those which were in effect on January
1, 1875, and for other purposes.

HR. 11184 . __ .. Public Law 94-196
An sct to amend title 3, United Btates
Code, to provide for forelgn diplomatic
missions, to increase the size of the Ex-~
ecutive Protective Service, and for other

purposes.
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ACTS APPROVED BY
THE PRESIDENT—Continued

Approved December 31, 1975—Continued

8822 e Public Law 94-109
An act to establish the Hells Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area in the States of
Oregon and Idaho, and for other purposes.

8. 128l Public Law 94-200
An act to extend the authority for the
flexible regulation of interest rates on de-
posits and share accounts in depository
{nstitutions, to extend the National Com-
mission on Electronic Fund Transfers, and
to provide for home mortgage disclosure.

8.J. Res. 16T Public Law 94-198
Joint resolution to provide a 2-month ex-
tension of the exemption for loans made
to finance the acquisition of previously
occupled restdential dwellings from the
prohibition against financing by Federally-
related financial institutions for property
located In communities not participating
in the national flood insurance program.

CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE
PRESS RELEASES

The following releases of the Office of the
White House Press Secretary, distributed
during the perlod covered by this issue, are
not included in the issue,

Released December 24, 1975

Informal remarks to reporters after skiing
at Vail, Colo.

Released December 31, 1975

Advance text: remarks concerning the
American Revolution Bicentennial Year

NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED
TO THE SENATE

wore: The Congress having adjourned sine
die on Friday, December 18, 1675, no nomi-
nations were submitted to the Senate dur-
ing the period covered by this issue. The
second session of the 04th Congress will
begin on Monday, January 18, 1978,
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Boston, Mass.
New England Council meeting._ . . 1249
Republican  fundraising recep-
tlons . 1252, 1253
Career Criminal Conference..______ 1079

Charleston, W, Va.
Cub Scout induction ceremonies___ 1271

Republican fundraising dinner_.__ 1268
Chlcago, Ill., Republican fundralsing

AMNNOL e 1086
Chicopee, M&S8..c oo oo oo 1249
Christmas Pageant of Peace._..._ ___ 1381
Combined Federal Campaign___.____ 1082
Consumer Goods Pricing Act of 1975,

bill signing.. .o ________ 1367
Detroit, Mich, Republican fundrais~

ing dinner._._ 1162
Durham, N.C., North Carolins Central

Untverstty o 1281
Economic summit meeting in France. 1295
Egypt, visit of Prestdent Sadat.__.__ 1185,

1197, 1199, 1232
Elking, W. Va., Mountain State Forest

Pestival 1117
Emergency Petroleum Allocation Act

of 1975, extension, bl signing_ . __ 1082
Energy Policy and Conservation Act,

decision to sign bill..____________ 1391
Federal and State judges, dinner

honorIng _.o . ___ 1316
Federal taxes and spending

Address to Natlon. ... _____.._____ 1125

News briefing, remarks_.____.____ 1168

Hartford, Conn.
Connectleut Assoclation of Real-

tors, convention.... .____.____. 1178
Republican fundraising dinner___ 1175
Hopkinton, R.I., citizens__..________ 1080
J. Edgar Hoover ¥BI Building, dedi-
CRBION. oo 1084

Jacksonville, Fla,
Jacksonville Naval Air Station._.. 1227
Television interview with local
TEPOTLTS o 1227
Japan, visit of Emperor Hirchito. ... 1104,
1109, 1113
Knoxville, Tenn., television interview
with local reporters.__.__._._.____ 1129
Los Angeles, Calif.
Metromedia television interview___ 1210
Republican fundraising dinner____ 1206
Luxembourg, visit of Prime Minister
Thorn - ——— . 1275

Addresses and Remarks—Continued

Marine Corps Bicentennial cere~
maony — 1284
Meet the Press television interview._.. 1255
Middle East, U.S. participation in
early warning systemo.o._ ... .. 1168
Mliwaukee, Wis.
Republican fundraising dinner___. 1220

Republican xally- e 1221
National Assoclation of Food Chains,
convention ... 1178
National Press Club, question-and-
answer session - . 1201
Navy Bicentennial ceremony.—....-. 1145
Newark, N.J.,, Republican fundraising
AINNer e 1118
Omaha, Nebr.
Offutt AFB, arrival .. ___ 1080
Television interview with local re-
POYLEYS e 1080
Pacific Basin trip
Anchorage, Alaska_ ... ____..____. 1333
Andrews AFB, Md., departure..___ 1331
Djakarta, Indonesia
Felrbanks, Alaske._.. .. . . ...
Manila, Philippines.._..._ 1348, 1349, 1851
Pacific Doctrine. - cvcviecmvcicmn 1354
Pearl Harbor, Hawall, commemora-
tive ceremonies. ... _____.___ 1853
Peking, China__ ... ___._ .. 1339, 1341
Ralelgh, N.C., Republican fundraising
reception ..o 1282
San  Francisco, Calif,, Republican
fundraising Iuncheon__...._..... 1217
Bupreme Court, nomination of Asso-
clate Justice . vvmaomnnnn 1325, 1326

Swearing~-in ceremonies
Defense Department, Secretary.._.. 1303
Interior Department, Secretary..__ 1182

Librarian of Congress....___.._.__. 1272
Becurities and Exchange Commis-
sion, Chelrman__. ..o 1224
Tax cut extension bill, veto._..___._. 1377
Thanksgiving Day, 1975 e 1317
Veterans Day, 1976 oo 1193
‘Washington World Law Conference. 1181
White House Christmas party.____.. 1378
White House Conference on Hand-
icapped Individuals.._...____. .. .__ 1811

White House Conferences on Domes-
tie and Economic Affajrs
Rnoxville, TeNN. e oo 1134
Omsgha, Nebro...____ . 1085
Zionism, United Nations Resolution__ 1267

Administrative Conference of the Unit-

ed States. .o 1327
Adult Education, National Advisory
Counell on_ . 1224
Advisory Commission on Intergovern-
mental Relations_ .. ___. ... ... 1271
Advisory Committee for Trade Nego-
Hlations e 1285
Aeronautics Board, Civil___ .o 1144
African Republic, Central_ __...._ 1364, 1371
African Unity, Organization of.___... 1389

Agency for International Development. 1107,
1115, 11186, 1827

Agriculture, Department of
Assistant Secretary....oocvemen 1264, 1279
Budget deferrals and rescissions. ... 1111
Commodity Credit Corporation.. 1335, 1338
Graln  agreement with USSR,
MOBILOTINE o e 1187
Secretary.1091, 1092, 1155, 1173, 1192, 1224
Under Secretary.- . cweerememe- 1335, 1338
Agriculture and agricultural programs
See also specific agriculiural product
Farm prices. 1108, 1141
Forelgn trade.... oo 1087,
1088, 1090-1082, 1096, 1101, 1136, 1148,
1155, 1158, 1187, 1220

Productivity ceemere e 1141

Vocational education. ..o vz 1100
Ahmed, AZIZ 1152
Air Force, Department of the, Secre-

Y e 1369, 1371
Air Force Academy, Uniied States,

Board of VIS{tors e cwcnen 1247, 1248
Alrlines

Regulatory reform___ . ..____.. 1144

Bafety 1368

Akins, James E

Alabama, disaster assistance 1108
Alasks
Disaster assistance oo 1379
Energy resourceS. .. - omeceen. 1332, 1333
Alaskan pipeline. e cmemmacen 1332, 1334
Albert, Repr. Carl__ .o 1152,
1267, 1273, 1363, 1364
Alireza, All Abdallah_ ... __.._____. 1309

Ambassadors. See under Appointments
and Nominations; Resignations and
Retirements; couniry fo which as-

signed
American Bar Assoclation. ____ ... 1323
American Diabetes Association, Inc_.. 1248
American Education Week, 1975 ____.__ 1263
American Revolution Bicentennial
District of Columbia activities....... 1245
Hopkinton, R.I, delegation_.....__. 1080
Marine Corps Bicentennial cere-
MNONY e e e 1264
Navy Bicentennial ceremony. ... ... 1145
American Revolution Blcentennial Ad-
ministration, Administrator.___..___ 1396
American Society of Oral Surgeons.._... 1143
American States, Organization of_ ... . 1152
Amoss, W. J., Jr e 1268
Amundson, (Hibert .. ___ 1210
Anchorage, Alaska. . 1333, 1338, 1369
Anderson, George “Sparky”_ .. ____.._ 1192
Anderson, Repr. Johm Bo. .. 1082
Andrews AFB, Md... o 1331, 1338
Angola ____ 1324, 1343, 1383, 1385, 1388-1350
Antarctic Seals, Convention for the
Conservation of . 1376
Antunes, Melo. v 1152
Apollo-Soyuz space mission. .. e 1187
Appalachian Regional Commlisslon___. 1152,
1153
Appointments end Nominations
Advisory Commission on Intergovern-
mental Relations, members_..___. 1271
Advisory Commitiee for Trade Nego-
tiations, members.... oo 1285

Advisory groups on science and tech-
nology, Chairmen and members.... 1271,
1272
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Agriculture Department
Assistant Secretary..—.eccee. 1264, 1279
Under Secretaly v ccummmn 1335, 1338
Alr Force Department, Secretary.. 1359, 1371
Ambassadors, U.S.

Canads v 1375, 1385
Central African Republic_.... 1364, 1371
Papua New Guinea_ ... -. 1208, 1225
Bwitzerland oo e 1201, 1225
8o Tome and Principe. e 1310
Saudi Arabia 1838, 1338
Tanzania e 1190, 1182
ZAIre e 1160, 1162
Asian  Development Bank, U.S.
Director .. 1151, 1192
Central Intelligence Agency, Director.. 1235,
1248, 1879
Commerce Department, Secretary... 1235,
1310
Commodity Credit Corporation, Board
of Directors, membera. - 1335, 1338 .
Defense Department o
Assistant Secretartes_.._ 1360, 1389, 1371
Deputy Secretary.cmemoceen. 1367, 1871
General Counsel .o nvunn. 1308, 1310
Beoretayy . 1234, 1248
Delaware River Basin Commission,
member ... 1337
Environmental Protection Agency,
Assistant Administrator______ 1268, 1279
Equal EBEmployment Opportunity
Commission, Vice Chairman...... 1122
European Communitles, U.S. Repre-
sentative to the_____________ 1382, 1385
Export-Import Bank of the United
States, President_ . _ . ... 1374, 1385
Federal Aviation Administration,
Administrator ____________._ 1187, 1182
Federal Energy Administration, Gen-
eral Counsel . . ... 1188, 1192
Federnl Home Loan Bank Board,
Chairman _— 1123
Federal Maritime Commission, Com-~
missioner 1276, 1279
Federal Reserve System, Board of
Governors, members. _...o..... 1836, 1871
CGenersal Services Administration, Ad-
ministrator ... __________ 1189, 1192

Harry 8 Truman Scholarship Foun-
dation, Board of Trustees.... 1194, 1225

Health, Education, and Welfare De-
partment, Under Secretary.. 1089,1118

Inter-American Foundation, mem-

bers e 1281, 1310
Interdepartmental Savings Bonds
Committee, Chairman... . ... 1178
Intertor Department
Mining Enforcement and Safety
Administrator ____________ 1307, 1310
Solteltor el 1336, 1338
Under Secretary e 1124

International Commission for the
Northwest Atlantic Fisherles, U.S.
Commissioners e 1223

International Pacific Salmon Fisher-
fes Commission, U.S. member.. ... 1115

Interstate Commerce Commission,
Commlissioner . ______... . 1337, 1371

Justice Department
Assistant Attorney General.. 1085, 1118
Board of Parole, member____ 1200, 1225
Drug Enforcement Administration,

Administrator . ____ 1384, 1871
Labor Department

Assistant Secretary. .. 1111, 1118
Wage and Hour Administrator_ ... 1184,
1225

Law of the Sea Conference, Special
Representative _____________ 1307, 1310

National Advisory Council on Adult
Education, member....____... ... 1224

National Advisory Council on the Ed-
ucation of Disadvantaged Children,

Chairmen and members_______.... 1367
National Capital Planning Commis-
slon, member______ ... 1396

National Center for Productivity and
Quality of Working Life, Board of
Directors ....._ 1364

National Commlssion on Electronic
Fund Transfers, Chairperson and

members ... ——— 1123
National Labor Relations Board

QGenersl Counsel.. . cmannnn 1180, 1152

Member «cenvnmmr— e —— 1199, 1225
Nsational Science Board, member.... 1129
National Voluntary Service Advisory

Council, members. ..mmmmmwmnme-——= 1181

Office of the Special Representative
for Trade Negotiations, U.S. Nego-
tiator on Textile Matters.... ... 1225
Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration, Board of Directors, mem-
ber e ——— 1152, 1192
President’s Committee on the Na-
tional Medal of Science, Chairman
and members. ... . vomemmcemcmaa 1271
Saint Lawrence Seawsay Development
Corporation, Administrator_. 1198, 1225
Securities and Exchange Commission,

Chalrman e memmam 1108, 1116
Small Business Administration, Ad-

mMINIStrator v 1364, 1371
State Department

Agency for International Develop-
ment, Assistant Administrator.. 1107,
1118
Assistant Secretaries. ..o~ 1308,
1828, 1875, 1385, 1394
Superior Court of the District of
Columbia, Associate Judge.. ... 1102
Susquehanna River Basin Compact,
member _-~ 1837
Tennessee Va.lley Authorlty, Board of
DIrectors .o cccccm——— 1130, 1139
Transportation Department, Assist-
ant Secretary o cvrmman—— 1242, 1248
Treasury Department, Deputy Under
SeCTetarY wovm v 1088, 1118
United Nations Day, U.8, National
Chalrman e 1168

United Natlons Program i'or the Pre-
vention of Crime and the Treat-
ment of Offenders, U.S. Repre~
sentatlves o vemm—————— 1337

U.8. attorneys
FIOTIAA o ———— 1338

Idaho - - . 1338
Hnots - ———— 1192
Montana - 1388
New York__ v 1279
OhI0 e e s i e e 1310
OKIANOMB _ e mmm e 1279
Pennsylvania v 1183, 1192
Virginia oo 1183, 1192
WYOMINgG e 1152, 1192
U8 clrcuit judge, 5th clreult....... 1248
U.8. Court of Military Appeals, Judge_ 1385,
1371
0.8. district judges
D08 e mn 1183, 1192, 1385
TERBS rmecmemm e cammm————————— 1338
West Virginia. —— 1116
U.8. marshals
YInois - e 1188, 1192, 1385
Malne e 1228
TENNeS8e v m——— 1810
U.B. Supreme Court, Associate Jus-
e e 1325, 13286, 1338

Water Resources Council, Chairman. 1887
White House Conference on Hand-
fcapped Individuals, National Plan-

ning and Advisory Councll.. .. 1811
White House Staft
Assistant to the President_ . ..... 123856
Assistant to the President for Na-
tional Securlty Affatrs . ..o 1286
Deputy Counsel . . ..o 1201
Presidential Scheduling Office, D1~
rector 1248
Specilal Assistant. .. 1308
Arcara, Richard J
Arends, Les —— -~ 1088
Arlington, VA o e 1264
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Armed Forces, United States

Army training statlons__ . ___.. 1287
Incentive awards. o 1367
Marine Corps blcentennial . ocoao. o 1264
Military assoclations, meeting with
the President e 1
Military pay Increase.
Navy bicentennlal. ..
Arms control and disarmament
Strategic arms limitation talks..... 1098,
1220, 1238, 1262, 1320, 1323, 1359
U.8.-US8.R. arms equivalency ______ 1003
Arms and weapons
B-1 BOMBe e m e e 1093
Pershing missile_ . ________ 1095
Soviet Backfire bomber. ..cemvnnn 1262
Army, Department of the, Secretary.... 1388
Arts and Artifacts Indemnity Act.____. 1391
Arts and Humanities, Federal Council
On tN8e e e e —— 1391
Aslan Development Bank, U.S. Direc~
£7 ¢ SR 1151, 1192
Askew, Gov, Reubin. e 1232
Assassination attempts
Attempts on President's life. .. 1131,
1138, 1228, 1246
News conference remarks________... 1131,

1188, 1228, 1320, 1321, 1323, 1324
Senate Select Committee on Intelll-

gence report...c.ce-——- 1242, 1243, 1303
Atlanta, G, ovvomcmmomeae 1285, 1289, 1310
Atlantic Pisheries, International Com-

mission for the Northwest.. ... 1223
Atomic energy. See Nuclear energy
Atwater, Verne S 1124
Austin, H, Gregory. --- 1336, 1338

Austin, Richard B oo 1191

Australia, Prime Minister Fraser_____._ 1374
Automobile industry

Qasoline milesge improvements..... 1162,

1185, 1218

Safely ProgramsS. . e 1122

Automotive Product Trade Act of 1965_ 1327
Aviation Administration, Federal. 1187, 1192

Ayerigg, BeN . mm e m e 1231
B~1 bomber program. .ceeeecercmen—- 1093
Bacon, SyIvia A wen e 1337

Baker, Sen. Howard H,, Jre o 1243
Baker, James A, III .

Baker, Willam O.. v

Balance of payments.__.

Baldeschwieler, JOhN e 1272
Baldwin, PAUL Cov e e e 1265
Bangladesh, Ambagsador to US .. 1309
Banking and finance
International, discriminatory prac-
HOEB e e 1805

Municipal bankruptoy legislation.._. 1203,
1204, 1206, 1230, 1301, 1819, 1322

Bankruptcy. See Banking and finance

Baroody, Willlam J., JT e 1136
Barrett, Robert B v 1307, 1310
Bashir, Tashif...ccvummommmmma e 1225
Beame, Abraham..... 1149, 1159, 1202, 1203
Beard, Repr. BEdward P 1080
Bears, agreement on the conservation

Of POAL e o e 1329
Bellmon, Sen., HeNry. .o cmcmmamcmmmw 1370
Belovski, DIMe&._ e 1309
Benedict, MansOn c.vwwmmmmaceemee e 1272
Bennett, IvaT . o m e e 1272
Bensinger, Peter B. v vovccemeeo 1364, 1371
Benson, Ezra Talb. v ommeee e 1327
Bentley, Helen Delich e 1278
Bergsten, C. Fred. . e 1272

Bersted, George M. vvvvomcnmmcnn 1116

Bicentennial, American Revolution.
See Amerlcan Revolution Bicenten~
nial

Bicentennial Administration, American

RevOIUtiON mrcvcccvc e cm s m 1396
Bill of Rights Day, Human Rights Day
and Week, 1975. . vuween o mm—— - 1244
Bill Signings
Arts and Artifacts Indemnity Act,
statement .o.oeemwm——————— 1391
Consumer Goods Pricing Act of 19765,
remarks and statement. ... 1367, 1368
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Bill Signings—Continued
Education for all Handicapped Chil-

dren Act of 1875, statement....... 1336
Emergency Petroleum Allocation Act
of 1976, extension, remarks....... 1082
Energy Policy and Conservation Act,
statement o ——— 1392
Flat Tops Wilderness, Colo., state-
ment o ————— 1873
Japan-United States Friendship Act,
statement oo nnm——— 1189
Metric Conversion Act of 1975, state~
MeDE e ———— 1894
Middle East early warning system,
U.8. participation, remarks....... 1168
Older Americans Amendments of
1975, statement. e ceam e 1826
Binger, James H___ e 12856
Birth Defects Prevention Month, Janu-
ary 1976, March of Dimes.....coee o 1380
Blackburn, Ben Bo oo 1123, 1287
Blacks
Beonomic sltuation. .o v 1187
North Carolina Central University,
POIATKS o e 1282
Blackwell, Robert J________________... 1192

Blind and Other Severely Handicapped,
Committee for Purchase from the... 1396
Board. See other part of title

Boerma, Addeke .. e 1224
Bond, Gov, Christopher S__.__.___ 1194, 1225
Boorstin, Daniel J 1272
Boston, MasS....-—ceee .. 1249 1252 1253, 1279
Boston Red Sox baseball team_____.___ 1224
Bowden, Bill —— 1141
Boy Scouts of America. . mvincnavna 1271
Brandenberg, LeROY. e 1137
Branscomb, Lewls. o 1272
Breidenbach, Andrew W. 1285, 1279
Brezhnev, L. Xoererrn 1155, 1156, 1238, 1323
Broder, David 8.
Brooke, Sen. BEdward W .o 1286
Brooks, David W e in 1265
Broom, Willlam W... oo ouo 12041208
Broomfleld, Repr. Wm. S..oocoaoon. 1088
Brown, Lee P 1337
Brown, Sam 1134
Buchen, Phillp W____________ .. 1360
Bucher, Jeffrey M_____________ e 1327
Buchshaum, 80lomon J .o 1272
Buckley, Sen. James L. .. _____.. 1150, 1224
Budget
Defense spending. See National de-
fense and security
Deterrals and reseissions______ ... 1111,
1186, 1300, 1334
Deflelt s 1143, 1172, 1174
District of Columbia. oo 1245
Federal spending. See Federal spend-
ing.
Planning sessions.. ..o 1224, 1387
Taxes. See Taxation
Bueche, Arthur .. 1272
Burger, Warren E 1318
Burns, Arthur Pe e menmmewe s mmee 1098,
1102, 1114, 11489, 1295, 1299
Busbee, Gov. George ..o _____ 1288
Bush, George 1235,
123712389, 1248 1261, 1258, 1288 1331,
1369, 1379

Business Administration, 8mall..__ 1364, 1371
Business Enterprise, President’s Advi-
sory Council on Minority..eee . 1327
Business and industry
See also specific business or indusiry
Corporate profits tax..._. 1127, 11389, 1180
Energy, cooperation with Pederal

Government ... ewewcoeeee 1092, 1152
Fair trade 1aWBo v 1367, 1368
Industrisl expansion and produc-

VLY e 1099, 1364
International, discriminatory prac-

tiees e 1305

099,
1134, 1164, 1180
Jobs. See Employment and unemploy-

ment
Metric system conversion. . ..ooce.. 1304
Minority businesses...___.__.__. 1191, 1383

Regulatory reform... 1097, 1098, 1277, 1368
Taxes. See Taxation

BUSING e 1147, 1160, 1213, 1808
Butler, Michael Fu. e 1188, 1192
Butz, Earl Lo e e 1091,

1092, 1155, 1173, 1192, 1224
Byrd, Sen. Robert Covvmuewn 1117,1278, 1303

Cabinet
See also specific department
Meetings with the President__. 1152, 1370
Public Forums on Domestic Policy.. 1081,
1377, 1384, 1385

White House dinner...camememnemee= 1247
Caldwell, Mrs. Harry Boweweooccacnnn 1140
Calnoun, JOhD Covrvmnmmmmm e = 1308
California

Republican Party..ecemmmemnace 1208, 1217

US. attorney . vcmmmm e mmwnmmmm——— 1246

U.8. district Judge.memmmmenrmcawaan 1246
Callaway, Howard H._. 1147, 1238, 1285, 1388
Callister, Marion J - 1338
Crlvin, Melvif.. v e e 1272
Cambodia, refugees. . ccewemee—n 1395, 1397
Canada

011 and natural gas exports to US.... 1218

U.8. Ambassador 0. ceeeooo 1375, 1385
Cape Verde, Generalized System of

Preferences beneficiary. . .voencan 1267
Capital Planning Commission, Na-

tlonal .« —— 1358
Career Criminal Conference. . mmmwwa 1079
Carey, Bernard 1837
Carey, Gov. Hugh L____ 1203, 1285, 1800, 1324
Carlson, Jack W —— 1370
Carr, VIERI .. e 1278
Carter, JImmMy_ . 1287, 1289
Canse, Sen. Clifford P______ 1086, 1118, 1119
Casey, BOb.. e 1276, 1279
Castberg, James P..cc v 1152, 1192
Central Afrlcan Republie, U.SB. Ambas-

gador 0. e 1364, 1371
Central Intelligence Agency

Congressional Investigations.. ..... 1091,

1130, 1235, 1237

Director ____._ 1235, 1237, 1247, 1248, 1379

News conference remarks. ... wmw e - 1091,

11830, 1236, 1320, 1324
Chang Han-chih.o.... . e vicmmmannn 1869
Charleston, W. Va___..._ 1267, 1268, 1271, 1279
Charyk, Joseph - 1272
Chavan, Y. B ecncccam e 1162
Cheney, Richard B._....... 1285, 1248, 1331
Chigo Kuan-hua - 1369
Chicago, Il .. 10886
Chicopee, MASS .. 1249

Child Nufrition Act Amendments of
1976, National School Lunch and.. 1112,
1181, 1149

Children, National Advisory Council on
the Education of Disadvantaged._ 1327, 1367

Children Act of 1975, Education for All

Handlcapped oo 1335
China, People's Republie of

Chairman Mao Tse-tung__________.. 1341,

13432, 1348, 1356, 1369

Chinese Liaison Office, Chief ... 1369

Forelgn Minister Chiao Kuan-hua_._ 1369
Nationa! women’s basketball team.. 1325

Pacific Doctrine... . ol 1856

President’s trp ooe e - 1239,
1278, 1321, 1325, 1331, 1339, 1341, 1342,
1359, 1369

Sclentific and Technical Association_ 1114

Secretary of State Kissinger's visit__. 1224

Trade with USB. oo 1158

U.8. Liatson Office, Chief__ 1239, 1331, 1369

Vice Forelgn Minister Wang Hal-
Jjung ... - - 18869

China, Republic of
President’s talks with Chinese

1e84ers o e 1344, 1345
Security supporting assistance pro-
grams, proposed____ .. __________ 1218
Chisholm, AleX.. e 12656
Chowder and Marching Society __..... 1384
Christian, Betty Jo_. v ovcceu ___ 1337, 1371

Christmas, Federa! holiday on Dec. 26... 1374
Christmas, 1975, message___ .. ... 1396

Christmasas Island {Austrails), General-
zed System of Preferences bene-

ACIALY e memiimcs s s e —— 1267
Christmas Pageant of Peace. . 1381
Christmas parties._._ . . _._____ 1375, 1884
Church, Sen. Frank... ... 1237, 1243, 1303
Church, Marguerite_._ o _ . . 1088

Church of Jesus Christ of Imtter—day
Balnts e
CIA. See Central Intelligence Agency
Cincinnatl Reds baseball team_ ... 1192
Civil Aeronsutics Board, regulatory re-
form 1144
Civil Rights, Commission on_____..... 1326
Civil Service Commission, United States,
See United States Civll Service Com-

mission
Clean Afr Act, amendments__._______ 1138
Coal

Conversion program 1138

Productlon .o e 1270

Strip mining 1132, 1140
Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of

1969, Federal 1300, 1327
Coastal boundaries_ .. 1162
Cocos-Keeling Islands, Generallzed Sys~

tem of Preferences beneficiary....___ 1287
Colby, Willlam B 12356-1237, 1247
Coleman, Frederick Moo v 1310
Coleman, Dr, James 8. moemann 1213
Coleman, Willlam T, Jfe e 1153,

1278, 1279, 1289, 1368
Colleges and universities, student loan

Programs o e e 1135, 1138
Combined Federal Campalgn. .. ... 1082
Commerce, Department of

Assistant Secretary.. .o 1192

Career Service, exceptions...ceee-- 1241

Secretary e —— 1108,

1173, 1285, 1247, 1285, 1288, 13086,
1310

Under Secretaryu .. mmmmmmm—momoeoeme 1181
Commerce Commission, Interstate. 1337, 1871
Commission on Civil Rights. e 1328
Commodity Credit Corporation, Board

of Directors. 1338, 1338
Common situs picketing .. ... . 1384,

1387, 1390, 1393
Comprehensive Employment and Train-

Ing Acte o m———e 1249, 1287
Comptroller of the Currency, Office of

the _ e o o o o 1306
Congress

House of Representatives
Select Committee on Intelllgence.. 1091,
1180, 1243, 1285, 1301, 1360
Speaker. 1151, 1206, 1266, 1273, 1362, 1363

Ways and Means Committee....... 1139
Meetings with the President
Bipartisan leadership o vcnea 1247
Congressional Conference Commit-
tee, Republican members.._..... 1278
House of Representatives
Government Operations Commit~
tee 1247

House Republican Study Com-
mittee, Executive Committee.. 11562

MemDbBers ..o e vcmenne 1152, 1884
Members e 1115, 1896
New York Republican Members... 1309
Republican leadership....__ 1163, 1248
Senate

Democratic Members. .. coeuun 1278

Members e 1370, 1371

Republican Steering Committee. 1278

Pay ralse - 1148
Senate

Appropriations Committee... 1362, 1364
Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-

falrs Committee o 1287
Forelgn Relations Commlittee... 1092,
1862, 1364

Majority Leader___ v 1303
Minority Leader. ..o 1803
Prestdent . __ 1151, 1208, 1266

Select Committee on Intelligence. . 1237,
1242, 1246, 1308
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Congress, Communications to

Airline industry, regulatory reform
legislation, message __ w-——w—-——-- 1144
Antarctic Seals, Convention for the
Conservation of, message to Senate. 1376
Assassinations, Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence report
Letter to Chairman and members... 1242
Letter to Senate Majority Leader
and other Senate Members__.___. 1303
Automotive Product Trade Act of
1965, annual report transmittal____ 1327
Budget deferrals and rescissions, mes-
SAZES oo 1111, 11886, 1300, 1334
Central Intelligence Agency, nomina-
tion of George Bush to be Director,
letter to Chairman of Senate Armed
Services Committee___________.____ 1379
Coal Mine Health and Safety Act of
1969, Federal, annual report trans-
mittal . e 1300, 1327

Council on Wage and Price Stability, -

fourth quarterly report transmit-

tal oo 1303
Cyprus conflict, message reporting on

progress of negotiations____._.___ 1361
District of Columbia budget, mes-
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INVESTIGATION OF PROSPECTIVE
VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEES

. Question

Mr. Presiderct, you recently stated that you would make available
facilities of the FBI at the request of the Demaocratic Presxdential

' nominee to mveshgate a prospective Vice Presidential nominee
prwr to the decxsmn, Is tIns your present position?

. e
A

. Answer :

R The xd&a ori su.ch an. mvcshgatmn was recently raised by a reporter

SR a-ab wkxch time I shtcd that I saw no o‘bgectmn to an investigatian, to
- the extent permitted by law, as long as it was requ.ested in writing

. .by the Presidential nominee with the written concurrence of the

: fVu:e Preudantul nominee. On the basis of my experience during

‘my Vice Presidential conﬁrmatmn process, I am not personally

- _trouhbled by the thonght of such an investigation. However, the

o Deparmnt of Justice has recenﬂy concluded that present law does

~ pot permit the FBI to undertaka such investigations even with 'the

conaent of the subject and Governor Carter has so been informed

- byr thz Dapartmont of Justxce. P . :

Ibe’lieve th'is is’ a matter that deserves further study. There are
- pumerous practical problems that must be considered, such as the
length of time to complete investigations of this magnitude, as
“well as policy considerations concerning individual privacy and
- investigations by the Government of potential political candidates,
" We must not get into a situation where the Federal Government
. screens who are ta be our political candidates. I do not believe
. that amch a stud ""could bc’~conzp1¢te& in tnne for th:s yea,r s
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THE PRESIDENT: Vell, the Justice Amendment
which we are propesing would require that all delegates
vote according to the laws under which they were
selected and I think that is a very proper amendment
to carry out the wishes of the people that .supported
those individuals at the time they were chosen.

QUESTION: Can I follow up, sir? Do you have
an indication from the Reggan people that they will not
try and change the Justice Amendment?.

THE PRESIDENT: To my knowledge, we have not
consulted with them.

QUESTION: Mr. President, how many Vice
Presidential possibilities do you have in mind?

THE PRESIDENT: Quite a few.
QUESTION: Like maybe a half dozen; a dozen?

- THE PRESIDENT: I am not going to get into the
numbers game. We have a fine, fine array of talent in the-
Republican Party and maybe elsewhere, and so we will
just keep that open until we make the final ckéice.

QUESTION: When will you make that choice?
THE PRESIDENT: You heard me correctly.

QUESTION: Do your comments on the Vice
Presidency here today rule out any possibility you °
will declare the nomination open and let the Con-
vention in Kansas City decide the Vice Presidential
selection?

THE PRESIDENT: I will cetrtainly make a
recommendation and I hope the Convention would follow
my recommendaticn.

QUESTION: Mr. President, since you have known
all of the pecple involved as a potential Vice President
so long and so well, is it possible you have made your
decision and are delaying the announcement until the
Convention?

THE PRESIDENT: Not at all.

QUESTION: Mr. President, can you tell us what
his answer is?

MORE
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QUESTION: Mr. President, what do you feel your
major problems are now to hold the nomination?

THE PRESIDENT: Getting a few more delegates.
QUESTION: Where specifically are the problems?

THE PRESIDENT: There are around 100 uncommitted
delegates on a pretty wide geographical basis., Of course,
Hawaii has 18, Mississippi has 30, and the others are
spread through a number of other States. So, we are going to
make a maximum effort to convince individual delegates who
are uncommitted, as well as those two major States that-
have not yet committed themselves.

QUESTION: Mr. President, a question on inter-
national trade, The American textile industry is very
concerned about the increase in imports of textiles from
the People's Republic of China. They would like you to
negotiate a bilateral agreement with Peking. What is your
view on that? Are you doing anything about it?

THE PRESIDENT: I made a statement about three
months ago that fully covers that. If you will refer back
to that, it will give you a detai

QUESTION: Mr. President, can you tell us some of
the criteria that you will be using in selecting a Vice
President? You have said here today that you will

consider the Vice Presidential nominee only on his basis

to become President should something happen to you, but will
there be other criteria as well?

THE PRESIDENT: That is the principal one, of
course, and any other criteria would have to be secondary
to that. But, other critiera might be age, compatibility
with my own philosophy, the experience both in domestic
and international affairs. There are a whole raft of

potential criteria that I think have to be put into the
formula,

QUESTION: Let me ask you, if I can, then, about
the process. As you know, Jimmy Carter had a well-
publicized audition, if you will, of various candidates.
Will you ask the people you have in mind to meet with you
either here at the White House or a place of their choice
80 you can discuss with them their philosophy of Government
and any perscnal differences you may have?

MORE
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THE ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FORD
BASIC STRATEGY PAPER NO. 9 -~ JULY, 1976
David W. Belin

Choosing the Republican Vice Presidential Candidate

The two most important considerations in choosing the
Republican Vice Presidential candidate'ére obvious: (1) The
election of someone with overall ability, experience and
integrity neceééar? in the eveﬁt the Vice PreSident would
step into the position of the Presidency; (2) the selectioh
of a candidate who would be able to qontribute most to the
election of the Republican Presidential éandidate at a time when
public confidence in Washington in general and Congress in
particular is at an all-time low. Jimmy Carter has capitalized
on this anti-Washington national mood in winning the nomination
of his Party and will undoubtedly continue this strategy in
the fall campaign.

This paper discusses the six people most often mentioned
as‘the Republican Vice Presidential running mate with President
Ford: Nelson Rockefeller, Robert Réy, Ronald Reagan, Howard
Baker, Elliot Richardson and John Connally. The major strengths
andkweaknesses of each candidate are analyzed in the framg of

vreference of a Carter-Mondale ticket.



The Wall Street Journal states that Carter is confident of
winning the old Democratic "Solid South” (Alabama, Arkansas,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina} plus the
border Southern states of Kentucky, Tenneésee and West Virginia
plus the heavily Democratic states of Massachusetts, Rhode IslandA
and Hawaii, plus Minnesota {(Mondale) for a total of 111 of the
© 270 electoral votes needed for election.

The Wall Street Journal also reports Carter forces as seeing Re-
publican victory likely in Arizona, Idaho, Kansas, Utah, Vermont
and WYoming with 27 electoral votes. To this shbuld be added
Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota andrOklahoma, all of which
were strong Republican states in the most reéent analogous election
{1968) which would add 19 electoral votes, or a total of 46
electoral votes which are relatively safe Repub1ican votes.

This means that the battle for victory in November will
depend upon the following key swing states with their respective

electoral votes:

Alaska 3
California 45
Colorado 7
Connecticut 9
Delaware ‘ : 3
Florida , 17



Illinois ' 26

Indiana 13
Iowa 8
Maine ‘ 4
Maryland 10
Michigan ‘ 21
Missouri 12
Nevada 3
New Hampshire 4
New Jersey 17
New Mexico 4
New York v 41
North Carolina 13
Ohio ~ 25
Oregon 6
Pennsylvania 27
South Dakota ‘ 4
Texas ' ' 26
Virginia ‘ 12
Washington , 9
Wisconsin ' 11

The basic strength of Carter is in the South. The basic
weakness of Carter is in the Midwest and Northeast. Every
successful politician knows that when you want to‘win elections,
you concentrate in the areas of the opponent's weaknesses and
not in the opponent‘s‘strengths.

For purposes of thisrdiscussion, I will assume that ali of
the people hamed as potential Republican Presidential running
mates are qualified to be President.  The-q§estion then becomes.,
at artime of a general anti-Washington national public méod,
which candidate would best help exploit the weakness of the
Carter-Mondale ticket and also build strength for the Republican

ticket?



A, Vice President Nelson Rockefeller

The person that ranks first among all candidates is

Nelson Rockefeller, for four  basic reasons:

1. He is the most qua}ified’persqn to be Vice President
of the Uﬁited States because of his overall’background, ability
and experience, which includes having served as Vice Presiéeht
these past two years and also‘having served as Governor of the
Staﬁe of New York for four terms. The fact that President Ford
'picked Nelson Rockefeller to be Vice President is ample testimony
to his qualifications.k

2. He4is a superb campaigner andvknéWs how to win elections
in a swing state. His four gubernatofial election wvictories in
New York.anaamplertestimony to this.

3. Vice President Rockefeller is not in any way associated
with Richard Nixon and, therefore, is removed from the problems
of Watergate. This is particulatly important in light of the
fact that Democrats are raising the pardon issue and the
whole spectrum of Watergate.

4, Nelééﬁ Rockefeller would add the necessary ingredient
of philosophical balance which is essential in order to attract
the Independent swing vote in the Northeast, in the Midwest, and

the other swing states.



It has been argued that Nelson Rockefeller will not win
much support in the South. There are two basic fallacies with
such an argument: - (1) No matter who the Vice Presidential

_candidate is, the ggpubliqan Party is not going to do well in
the South, with their first native son running for President.
Any so-called Southern strategy is doomed to failure and,
furthermore, flies in the face of the political axiom that
you do not concentra%e your efforts in the areas of your
opponent's greatest strengths. (2) In any event, the ability
of Nelson Rockefeller to help to win electoral votes in key
swing states such as New York (41), Pennsylvania (27), and

New Jersey (17) more than offsets any potential weakness he

might have so far as the South is concerned.

The basic disadvantage of Nelson Rockefeller is that he
is part of the Washington establishment. This leaves the Republican
ticket open to the Carter attack against big government in
Washington. However, the foregoing advantages of Vice President
Rockefeller and particularly the fact that he has already served

as Vice President on the whole outweigh this basic disadvantage.



B. Governor Robert D. Ray

Next to Nelson Rockefeller, the person who would add
most to the national Republican ticket is Governor Ray of Iowa.
Five key strengths stand out in discussing Governor Ray:

1. Bob Ray is not saddled with any burdens of Washington
and public lack of confidence in Washington in general and Congress
in particular. With Jimmy Carter running a’counter—Washingﬁon
campaign, if Vice President Rockefeller is not selected then
it would be almost suicidal for the’Requlican Party to have
both people on the national ticket be part of the Washington
establishment. Because of Governor Ray's position as Chairman
of the National Governors Conference, he would be able to
capitalize on the anti-Washington feeling in the country,
particularly if President Ford runs a Harry Truman;type camnm—

paign against the Democratic-controlled Congress.

2. Bob Ray has a phenomenal approval rating from the public.

The most recent statewide Iowa poll showed 82% favorable, 10%

undecided, and only 8% unfavorable. In large part, this is a
result of a record of absolute integrity, unblemished by any
taint of improper contributions or conflicts of interest,

coupled with an outstanding record of achievement and adminis-
trative experience including four terms in office with a state
budget surplus of more than $200 million and with no tax increases

during that period--Republican fiscal integrity at its best:’

-6



3. Bob Ray has outstanding capabilities and demonstrated
judgment in knowing how’to win elections.“Bob Ray ﬁas been
more successful in statewide election campaigns in a "swing"
state than any other Republican in the country; There are more
registered Democrats than Republicans in Iowa. Yet, in the
post~-Watergate 1974 election with Democratic victories across
the country, Bob Ray was reelected to a fburth term with
nearly 60% of the vote in a staté that elected a Democratic
- Senator and five out of six Democratic Congressmen. One of the
greatest needs for the President Ford Commiﬁtee is expertise in
how to run successful election campaigns, and no one‘in this country
has demonstrated more expertise in this area than Governor Ray.
4. As Chairman of thé National Govérnérs Conféréhce; aé
Chairman of the Platform Committee, as a person whom one of the
leading éclitical writers, David Broder, calls a man qualified
to be President, Boeray'commands the respect of those who know
him best. He is young (47) and vigorous and is blessed with
a fine family. VPicking a fresh face who is thought of to be
highly qualified for the job could very much enhance the overall

stature of President Ford.



5. Bob Ray offers political balance to a national ticket.
His overall views represent the ﬁiddle~ofwthe—road~—moderate
Republican whose support is necessary to win in November.
Bob Ray aiso hés been extremely sensitive to thé needs of
cities and could be of substantial help in winning the Independent
vote in the Northeastern part of the country. At the same
time, Bob Ray's record of achievement and traditional Republican,
fiscal responsibility coupled with his integrity would have
strong appeél among the Independent voters of the small statesu

who have been more traditionally Republican.

He also would buttress a crucial area of Republican unrest—-~
the Midwestern farmers and cattlemen who are still unhappy with

the administration's grain embargo and the meat imports problem.

The crucial need for philosophical balance is evidenced by
Carter's selection of Mondale. Furthermore, since Governor Ray
is known as a conservative in fiscal matters and is in the middle-
of~the-rovad of the poiitical spectrum, his selection as a running
mate by President Ford would not run into the kind of outcry from .
conservatives that has greeted the announcement by Governor Reagan
that the liberal Senator Schweiker would be a running mate for
Governor Reagan, were he to get the nomination. (No other comments

will be made concerning Senator Schweiker.)
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Bob Ray wouid offer particular help in winning the moderate
Republican-Independent vote in the Midwest with agricultural
votes as well as Independent urban votes in states such as
Illinois (26), Indiana (13), Towa (8), Michigan (21), Missouri
(12), Ohio‘(25) and Wisconsin‘(ll).‘ This represents 126
eleéﬁoral votes and the selection of Mondale as the Democratic Vice
Présiaéﬁfiai candidate was in part motivated because of é
desire to appeal to the Midwest.

The criﬁicism most often levied against Governor Ray
is that hé does not provide enough "geographic" balance to the
ticket. To be sure, he does not offer the geographic balance
of any of the other candidates. However, the contribution
that Governor Ray would make in providing a middle-of-the-road
philosophical balance and also in helping overcome the
unhappiness in the crucial Midwestern farm vote as a tesult éf
the grain embargo far outwéighs the old-style politician's
view of the need for geographic balance. (In addition, there
are hundreds of thousands of transplanted and retirea Iowans
living in California where Bob Ray could be particularly helpful.)

In any event, the old-style concerns of geographic "balance"
are insignificant when compared to the national anti-Washington
mood and the’need to have someone on the national Republican

ticket who is not connected with Washington.



C. Governor Ronald Reagan

Ronald Reagan has several distinct advantages which must
be given consideration:
1. Pirst and foremost is his tremendous ability on the tele-

vision screen. Governor Reagan is second to none in this area.

2. As a Vice Presidential candidate, Ronald Reagan
would be certain to keep the Party together so far as his own
supporters are concérned. 'However, there could be a very
substantial offset of loss of moderate Republican support in the
large industrial states, such as New York, PennsYlvania, New
Jersey and Ohio. Naming Governor Reagan as a Vice Presidential
running mate to replace Nelson Rockefeller could result in a
great revolt among moderate Republicans in crucial states in
the Northeast and Midwest where moderate Republicans have been

elected to statewide office.

3. Ronald Reagan should make a major contribution
towards winning Texas and California. He will not have much
‘added contribution on the smaller Rocky Mountain states that
will go Republican, anyway, nor will he be able to make any

substantial dent in the hold of Jimmy Carter on the South.
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4. Ronald Reagan is not part of the Washington establish-
ment, and this should be a plus in this 1976 campaign. How-
ever, he is not a young face to balance the youth in the Carter-

Mondale ticket.

There are several disadvantages involved in having Governor
Reagan as a running mate, in addition to the lack of philosophical
"balance and a possible moderate Republican revolt. For instance,
there could be great embarrassment if the Democrats use the
‘President Ford Committee commercial which was used in the California
primary depicting Ronald Reagan as too "trigger happy". Another
major disadvantage is that selecting Governor Reagan in 1976,
after a hotly contested primary campaign, would not be’accepted
by the American people the way there was acceptance of President
Johnson when he was selected by John Kennedy. There is an
entirely different American public mood’tbday which is demon-
strated in the lack of ccnfidence the public has in Congress
‘as well as in the national leadership.

Finally, tﬁere would be a credibility problem in having
Governor Reagan on the ticket after he has stated so unequivocally
in past weeks that under no circumstances would he accept the

Vice Presidential slot on the ticket.

-]11-



D. Senator Howard Baker

Howard Baker would bring to the Republiéan ticket an
opportunity to win Tennessee and possibly Kentucky. He is
also relatively young and a successful campaigner. On the
other hand, although his base is in the South, he would not be
able to overcome the hold of Carter on the other Southern states
and thus would add relatively little to the ticket so far as
the crucial swing states of the Midwest and Northeast are

concerned.

A major disadVantage of Baker is that he is part of the
Washington establishment. Moreover, he is a United States
Senator and this would cut down the effectiveness of the
Republican national ticket to campaign against the Democratic-
controlled Congress the way President Truman succeséfully did
in 1948 when he ran against the Republican—controlled Eightieth
Congress. Selecting a Senator as a running mate could undermine
one of the greatest advantages that President Ford might have
in the 1976 Presidential campaign.

Finally, there is a problem concerning Gulf 0il money that
was delivered for the Baker campaign. Although there have been
explanations given for this, William Safire among others has
noted that this could be devastating and in any event is an area
of potential problems to try and explain in a heated Presi-
dential campaign. This is particularly true with the i$9u$§

-12-



of Watergate, Richard Nixon and the pardon looming in the
background of the Democratic campaign. Gulf 0il coupled with
the anti-Washington mood of the public constitute two big
strikes against Senator Baker.

E. Secretary of Commerce Elliot Richardson

Elliot Richardson has two major advantages:

1. He would offset in large part the campaign of the
Democrats against Watergate.

2. He would also make a major contribution in the
industrial Northeastern states, in attracting the Independent

voter.

The major disadvantages of Elliot Richardson are that he
has‘been part of the Washington establishment for many years,
including the Nixén administration years, and he alsq has had
no experience in recent years in winning statewide elections.
(These are the same disadvantages faced by William Simon who
is also campaigning for the Vice Presidency.)

Other disadvantages include the fact that Secretary
Richardson would do little as far as the agricultural vote is
concerned in the Midwest, and the Republican Party has some
major problems in this‘area which Mondale undoubtedly will
attack. Also, at a time when the Carter-Mondale ticket is
appealing to the masses in a Populist manner, the appearance and
bearing of Secretary Richardson may seem too elitist in character

for many voters.
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F. Governor John Connally

Last, and least desirablg, is John Connally, although his
name is better known that either Governor Rav, Senator Baker or
Secretary Richardson. Perhaps the major disadvantage of John
Connally is that he is too closely associated with the Nixon
yvears. Even though he was acquitted of criminal charges, he
is certainly not "Mr. Clean". Furthermore, to many Republicans,
as well as Independents, he is too opportunistic. He would be
able to make a contribution in winning Texas and possibly help in
Tennessee or Kentucky, but he would have little value so far as
the Midwest and the larger industrial states of the East are
concerned.

Although many peoéle believe John Connaliy to,be extremely
capable, he has ties to big oil which could greatly undermine
an effective campaign at a time when the average American has
little sympathy for the oil companies. ' In addition, there are
many Americans who still have an unfair, but still nevertheless
existing, distaste for Texas as a result of the administration
of Lyndon Johnson. A Texan as a running mate for the
President would undoubtedly be looked upon with favor in Texas
but not in many other places in the country, particularly when
that Texan has been part of the Washington establishment in the
Nixon cabinet.

-14-



One cannot underscore the potential risks of having the ‘
whole Watergate issue be painted across a Republican Presidential
éampaign with Governor Connally and his milk fund and other
Nixon—associatedvproblems as a part of that national Republican
ticket.

In summary, the most important thing to understand in
determining who should be the Republican Vice Presidential
candidate is that we are iiving at a time of great distrust
on the part of the public in Washington in general and Congress
in particular. Jimmy Carter has capitalized on this mistrust.

He has selected Senator Mondale to provide the necessary
ingredient of philosophical balance for his ticket. Therefore,

it is imperative for the Republican Party to considér as a

Vice Presidential candidate someone who will be able to provide
that philosophical balance, just as it is vital for the Republican
Party to consider the general anti-Washington mood if the

Vice Presidential running mate is someone other than Vice
President Rockefeller who already has two years experience in
office. |
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Finally, the Republican Party must recognize the fact
that the strength of Jimmy Carter is in the South and one of
the worst mistakes the Republican Party coﬁld make would be
to abandon the traditional political principle that you do
not try and attack a candidate in his areas of major strength.

For the reasons outlined, Nelson Rockefeller is the first
choice. HoweVer, if he is not selected, then the choice should
be Governor Robert Ray, assuming he is willing to undertake
the commitment to run for Vice President. Governor Ray has the
least negatives among all of the candidétes, and he has the
plusses described in this paper, the most important of which
is the fact that he is not sa&dled with any burdens of Washing-
ton, he has akphenomenal approval rating from the puﬁlic,
philosophical balance for the ticket and a demonstrated out-
standing ability in knowing how to campaign and win elections.
In addition, he would have a direct appeal in helping overcome
- unhappiness in crucial Midwestern farm vote areas. For the

reasons outlined, Governor Ray would be better than Governor
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Reagan, and these three candidates are far ahead of the last

three: Senator Baker, Secretary Richardson and John Connally.

July 28, 1976

David W. Belin
2000 Financial Center
Des Moines, Iowa 50309
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August 2, 1976

VICE PRESIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE

The President Ford Committee today is mailing the letter requesting
recommendations for Vice Presidential nominees to 4,518 delegates
and alternates to the Republican National Convention.

The questionnaire will go on the President's personal stationery with

a 13-cent stamp on the outside envelope. Enclosed will be a letter
from the President and a return envelope which will be addressed to
President Ford Delegate Questionnaire, The White House, Washington,
D. C. The return envelope does not have a stamp.

All expenses, of course, are paid by the President Ford Committee.

The President is asking that these recommendations be returned to him

by August eleventh. The letters, when they arrive at the White House,

will be brought unopened to Dick Cheney's office. There the recommendations
will be compiled and presented to the President.

The President, as you know, is consulting others. These include
Senator Scott and Representative Rhodes, who are gathering recom-
mendations from members of Congress. This is due Tuesday.

In addition, the President is contacting Republican governors, officials
of the Republican National Committee, state PFC officials, and other
leading Republicans and Administration officials, This will be due also
on August eleventh,

I have no timetable for a decision nor any details on how he will announce
his Vice Presidential choice.



REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT TO THE VIRGINIA DEL EGATIONSKS/4/76

Q-- ....My assumptions are sort of domino-ish. The first is that ypur mind is

still open on a Vice Presidential candidate?
L ]

The Preside nt: That is correct.

Q: And then it follows up your comments of a moment ago, concerning the majority

sex in this nation and that is that you would consider a female as a Vice Pres-
idential running mate?

The PResident: You're exactly right. First, I have made no decision. As I'm sure
many of you know, we have written a letter to every delegate, every
alternate, asking for your rdcommendations --a list of five--on a
priority. That material, if gotten back by August lith, will be re-
recorded -- and we have the system set up for the method by which
those recommendations will be tallied. In addition, I have asked the
Republican leaders in the House and Senate, Senator Scott and Cpng-
ressman John Rhodes, to solicit recommendations from their members
in the House as well as in the Senate. Those will be brought down
and tallied. In addition, we have asked the National Committee, across
the board, through Mary Louise Smith, to do the same. In addit on,

I ask people who come into the Office what their observations--

recommendations, are. There is no commitment. And it is very

ih teresting, some views change from day to day. And I ask a lot

of questions. But nobody on my staff, even the most intimate advisers,

know to thi's minute what way I am tilting. I'll say this as to qualifi-

cations: One, the individual has to be totally qualified to be President

of the United States. Becondly, the person that I select has to have

an ideological comaatibility. I say that, because I wouldn't want to

turn the PResidency over to a person ~-- after having won an election--

a person who had a totally different ideological view on issues, or

problems. I just wouldn't feel comfortable with that, not even for

the purpose of broadening the base, to get votes. I think we can

win without that kind of effort. And so, it will be a person that's

compatible; ideologically, and personally. And it does include a

woman -- or several women are being actively suggested. And it

does include a wide range of people, geographically, and agewise,

in and out of government. So, the field's open as far as I'm concern-
X ed. And I do not intend to make the announcement until after the

nomlnatlon for the Presidency. '1m

“‘“‘“““ M««ZM




VEEP SWEEPSTAKES 8-11-76

Here is what Dorothy Downton says:

Total tabulated to date 687
Received yesterday 150
Received today 155
TOTAL 1,092

The President received his first report yesterday. It included a sheet
with names and total number each person received. It was also broken
into categories--delegates, governors, mayors, etc. (She does not
think it wise to give returns in categories.)

She will continue to tabulate and give the President a final report
on Friday or Saturday. Those letters which come in between now
and the final tally will be included in the tally. The letters are
presently kept on file.

Hereare the numbers of letters sent (numbers approximate):

Delegates 4,428
Mayors 387
County Execs . 150
Governors 13
Senators 38
House Members 186
RNC People 175

PFC Chairman 50
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MR. TER HORST: Here, live and in person, is
Counsellor Robert Hartmann to answer your questions on the
President's selection of his Vice Presidential nominee. Bob?

MR. HARTMANN: Thank you, Jerry. As you can see,
I got myself a terHorst pipe. (Laughter.) o

It is good to be back here in the press room. Though
I never worked in the press room, it is still good to be back
and find some people who were here when I last covered the
White House about ten years ago; something like that.

I understand there is some interest in the manner or
the mechanism by which the President made his decision and I
should say at the outset that I am not going to attempt to
explore the President's mind or tell you what I think went on
there because I don't know, nor does anybody else, except him,
and you will in due course have an opportunity to ask that
yourself of the President.

But I will try and give you as best I can the things
that went on physically by way of supporting him with staff
work and helping him in reaching his decision.

Maybe it would be well if I tried to anticipate some
of your questions although I am sure I can't anticipate all of
them, but I will try to answer a few of the more obvious ones
in the beginning. : :

The first question was when did he reach his
decision? ‘The answer to that is that he talked to Governor
Rockefeller by telephone on Saturday -- the exact time, I am
not sure, but perhaps the Governor told you that -- and asked
numerous questions which might very well have aroused the
Governor's suspicions that he was one of the candidates, one of
the finalists. He did not flatly tell him nor had he flatly
made up his mind at the time nor did he tell the Governor that
he was asking similar questions of other people, but it certainly
was enough to make the Governor, I am sure, feel that he was in
the running.
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The actual decision in his mind, he 1nformed me,
was made late last n;ght after he had retlred upstairs in
the Resgidence.

Q What do you mean "late"?

MR. HARTMANN: Well, between the time he went
upstairs and the time he went to sleep. You can find out what
the time was he went upstalrs. I don't know what time he went
to sleep. ‘ o

Q Governor Rockéfeller said he got a call last
night about 9:00 o'clock, wasn't it?

MR. HARTMANN: That is correct. He got a call
from General Haig last night. He did not get another call
from the President. The call from General Haig was 51mp1y
to tell him to get down here by a certain time this morning.

© Q ° You mean he wasn't told last night why to get
here? - o | ‘

MR. HARTMANN: He probably was told by General Haig.

Q We would like to clear that up, because we
were told it was a personal call. We would like to know
exactly what Haig tqld him.

Q  Senator Scott 'said thdt the President had
called him at 9:00 o’elock. He sald that in the car.

MR." HARTMANN ‘ Senator Scott 'said the Preszdent
called Governor Rockefeller at 9:00 o ‘eclock?

Q That is what he sald

MR. HARTMANN: Well, I won't argue with him. Those
questions the Press Secretdry will probably be able to look
up for you, I can only speak to what I know.

o Q“ Is it correct, then, that the 690151on was
made by the President still before 9:00 o'cloc¢k -last night,
if that was the time Haig called Rockefeller and informed him?

MR, HARTMANN: It must have been. i‘don*t know what
the time was that Halg called, ‘ :

Q 'Well, Rocky says at 9: 00. What we want to
know is was he told at that tlme° o

MR. HARTMANN: Why didn't you ask Rocky when you had
the chance” : S - .
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Q Because we have been told all day that you were
going to brief. - - ; A

MR. HARTMANN: Well, mind you I am going to go
further back into the process than this. I wasn't the one
told to call the Governor so I don't know the exact time
sequence.

: The question would undcubtedly be asked whether
the FBI was asked to make .a check of the Governor or other
potential nominees. The answer to that is, yes. The Director
of the FBI was in last Friday to see the President and alone
with the President the President gave him three names to report
back if there was any derogatory materlal about those three
names.

This was not, at that point, the full llst of
pOSSlbllltleS, but they were three of the names on his final
list of possibilities that were not elected Members of the
Congress. : g

Q  What was the time of that meeting; do you have

it?

MR. HARTMANN: That will show on the schedule, I
believe.

Q Was Rockefeller on that list?

MR. HARTMANN: Yes.

- Q Who else?

MR. HARTMANN: The President would rather let you
guess. \ o

Q You say they are not elected Members of the
Congress? . ~

~ MR. HARTMANN: They were not elected Members of
the Congress. The President felt to ask the FBI to inquire
around among associates and so forth of an elected Member of
Congress, providing that person was not going to be his
nominee for sure, would be a dlsserv10e to the Leglslatlve
branch. : :

Q@ Can we assume that George Bush's name was on
the list? ; »

MR. HARTMANN: Yes, you can assume it. I am not
going to confirm it. o o o

Q . I have talked tO'friends:of Don Rumsfeld who
havg said,they were called by the FBI over the weekend.
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MR. HARTMANN: You can put together all the pieces
you want, but the President does not wish to_specify -- gince
you now know whom he selected, he doesn't want to ‘be too
specific about who was on the semlflnals and the fxnals and
all of that. .

Q Bob, before we leave that, he felt it was
not necessary to have the FBI check into possxbly derogatory
1nformat10n on those Members of Congress who' were on the list?

- MR. HARTMANN: No. ‘Had he wound up with an elected
Member of the Congress, a Senator or a Member of the Houae as
his final choice, there would of course have been some ¥ird of a
check, but to do this to people who were not going to be his
final choice at a point when he didn't know for sure, would
have been a disservice to them and probably would have cut
across the bounds of separation of powers : Y

Q Bob, I an stlll not clear. These three ‘then were
not his final three? He dld not narrow +the llst down to three?

MR HARTMANN No.
Q - There were more on this list?

MR. HARTMANN: There were in the nelghborhood of
half a dozen at that point. R

Q As of last Friday, still half a dozen?

MR. HARTMANN: As of the timé he talked to the
Director of the FBI

Q If he had decided to name a Member of the Congress
he would have had that one 1nvest1gateﬁ by the FBI?

MR. HARTMANN’ He would have added that one, yes.

Q . Then by the process of deductlon, you would
have. three Members ©of CoOngress on that flnal ¥ist, I would
assume, from what you sa¥d about the FBI theck. Three elected
off1c1als? e : T

MR. HARTMANN: Elected people, yes.
.Q.  Excuse me, then, Bob; this exception was not

just to Members of Congress but to elected officials that he
felt it mlght not be qulte -

MR. HARTMANN Slnce I dcn't know what the list is, I
am somewhat at a disadvantage in answering that question, as to
what the larger list included; but he‘'did give them three names
to begin a quick check.on and none of these three names were
Members of Congress. That is the fact as I know it.
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Q And one of them was Rockefeller?
'MR. HARTMANN: One was Rockefeller. .

Q  Bob, is.this going to be a secret forever kept
or something? - o

MR. HARTMANN: No one, so far as I know, has ever
got the story completely straight about the. nomination of
Gerald R Ford. There has been a great many verities and’
I think it would do a disservice to those who were not -
selected. After all, this was the President's private decision
and I didn't know myself until I met with the President first
thing this morning who the selection was.
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4 .
Q Bob, when is the first time that Mr. Rocke-
feller was told by the President of the United States that
he was the nominee?

MR. HARTMANN: Told by the President?
Q Yes.

MR. HARTMANN: When he came into the white House
this morning, came into that little office off the Oval
Office.

Q@  What time was that, 9:45 or so?

MR. HARTMANN: It was certainly before the 8:30
meeting with the legislative leaders.

Q He didn't get there until after 9.

MR. HARTMANN: Pardon me, it was .after the meeting
broke up. I learned about it before that meeting, but when
the meeting in the Cabinet Room broke up, the President went
back and they were setting up the TV and all in the Oval
Office and went into the small sitting room off the Oval
Office and Governor Rockefeller was there, and Mrs. Ford.
That was the first time the Governor was told flat out
by the President.

Q What time would that have been?

Q 5:307%

MR. HARTMANN: It was shortly before 10, ten or
15 mimutes before 10.

Q Well, they had time to call the former
President.

MR. HARTMANN: The President placed a call then to
President Nixon in California and told him and then put the
Governor on the phone, and he spoke also with President
Nixon.

Q Was that the first word President Nixon had
gotten?

‘MR. HARTMANN: To the best of my knowledge.

Q He hadn't been alerted by anyone else in the
White House?

MR, HARTMANN: Not by me.
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Q Was he consulted on the appointment?

MR. HARTMANN: Not to my kndwle.dge.

Q Were there any othér Governors on the 1ist?

MR. HARTMANN: How long a list are we talking

about?

Q How about the list of the three names to the
FBI?

MR. HARTMANN: We can play this game on the last
three names until you know them. . : o

Q Well, five know they weren't selected. Is
there really any harm in saying who the six were now that
it is over?

MR. HARTMANN:  You can ask the President that.
Q You are not authorized to reveal it?

MR. HARTMANN: I am not authorized to do it, and
I would rather just go back a little now and tell you how
this began.

Q Are you specifically ordered not to reveal
them by the President?

MR. HARTMANN: No, I just understand that the
President doesn't want it revealed right now.

Q Could we put a question through Jerry to
see, or maybe you, to specifically ask the President whether
these names can be revealed at some point?

MR. HARTMANN: - Sure. Why don't you let me finish
what I have to say? I don't want to get into the Press
Secretary's role and, of sourse, you can put a question to
the Press Secre¢tary, but e was not present in my discussions
with the President about this matter over the last few
days, nor in my discussions with the President just recently
about this briefing, so he can't answer those questions
either right now until he has an opportunity to talk to
the President. :

"Before we have the questions, let me finish just
a little play-by-play on this.

When the President started upon this, which was
one of the first things he did upon being sworn in, as you
know, he asked certain categorles -f people to submit to
him by last Wedpe g e . _second and third
choices in sealed envelopes and my peprsonal secretary and
I were Eiven custodz of those envelopes and he did pot _
see em until Friday evening. o

e
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She tabulated these different categorles and the

p e ublican Members f the Senate, the
Republican Members of the Hous ors

members of the Republlcan National CcmmrtteeI and others..

Q Could you go through those categories one
more time?

MR. HARTMANN: Members of the Cabinet zand
Republican Members of the Senate ~-- this is,
neidental . in no oraer of nrecedence -~ Republican

Members ofthe H 188 -Republican Governars, members g

ne_ ReDu) ational Commmttae and others, solicited
and unsolicited. - : ———

In addition to those categories, as you all
know, he asked that certain Members of the Congress and
others come in and talk with him about it and, as you
know, on Sunday a week ago, I believe it was, there was
quite a parade of people in here.

He conferred with a number of leaders in the
Congress. I don't have that complete list with me, and.
in addition to the Congressional people, it included Mel
Laird and George Bush and Bryce Harlow. I guess that is
all that were not Members of Congress. B V

When he had seen the tabulations in these groups
and the total tabulations, which of course were unweighted;
that is to say, a great proportion and total number of' votes
came from either the House of Representatives or the
National Committee; many fewer from Senators and many fewer

from Governors.  so the grand total was really klnd of
meaningless.

“You found. that there was no one who led ‘all the
lxsts, but the Governors, as you might expect, would tend
to have a Governor or former Governor as their favorite-
and the Senators ' would lean heavily towards somebody who
had a background in the Senate or was presently in - the
Senate.\ : ‘ :

-The House the same way, and the National Committee,
of course, had an affinity for someone associated with :the
National Committee, so that it was much more meaningful
for him to study the totals by group than it was a grand
total. The grand total was more or less meaningless.

- Having done.that, he continued to confer with
people, sometimes in unscheduled private visits and some-
times here in the office or on the golf course or by the
telephone.” I can't keep track of all the telephone calls,
so don't try to ask me about who those were, except I do
know that he:did confer with the Speaker and Senator
Mansfield and with Mr. Rhodes and Senator Scott.’
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I guess Mr. Rhodes and Senatqr‘Scott were in to
see him on that Sunday, but he did confer with the Demoératic
leaders of the House and Senate, the Speaker, Mr. 0'Neill
and Senator' Mansfield. o

Q This was just this last Friday you are
talking about, that he looked at the tabulations; just
three days ago?

' MR. HARTMANN: Yes. He really started to focus
on this at that point, other than the earlier private
talks that he had.

From that point, the next Sfeﬁ'ih the process'
was to ask the Dlrector of the FBI to give hip a fast check

on certain name8 of those who were -not elected Members of
Congress, from which he got back a negative report. i

“’'Q ' When?
MR. HARTMANN.M Yesterday
Q" On all three?
MR. HARTMANN:} On all three.

Q By negatmve report, I assume that means
there was nothing bad in the report about them?

MR. HARTMANN: No, there was nothing established
to be derogatory. o o B .

Q Did he also ask for an IRS report°

MR. HARTMANN: I don't believe he did 80 speclfl-
cally, but that is part of the FBI report.

: Then yesterday, before taklng off for Chlcago,
he asked his counsel, Mr. Buchen, to take a list. of five
names, or six, as I think I told those of you who were on ‘the
pool on the aircraft, to the Special Prosecutor to ascertain
if the Special Prosecutor “had any charges pendlng or any
derogatory information against any of those names.

Q When‘qas that?

'MR. HARTMANN: Before we took off for Chicago
yesterday, early in the morning, 8 o‘cloqk,:around there.

After he returned, at 5 or 6 o clock yesterday
evening, Mr. Buchen reported back to the President that the
Special Prosecutor had assured him that there was no
derogatory information directed against any of those names.
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Q Did you say that list was five or six that
went to the Special Prosecutor?

MR. HARTMANN: I believe it was five, but it
could have been as many as six.

Q , What'would be considered derogatory?

MR. HARTMANN: If they had any charges against
them. The Special Prosecutor part, Watergate-related
charges. . . «

Q Had he eliminated at that point one of
those under consideration if he sent only five?

MR. HARTMANN: T don't know. I can't answer
that. '

Q She means the list, had it dropped from six
to fiveé?

MR. HARTMANN: No,vi am just unclear as to
whether it was five or six that he sent over to the Special
Prosecutor.

Q In any event, these were the finalists.

MR. HARTMANN: These were the ones he was going
to plck one of them from, yes.

Q Was there any ranklng in the tabulations
that made any sense that you could look at the tabulations
and these were the five or six finalists?

MR. HARTMANN: The tabulations did not necessarily
conform -- well, first, let me . say, his finalists were
never ranked any place but in his own head,as far as T
know, but he was, yes, guided by the tabulations. But as
you might imagine, Governor Rockefeller did not lead all
the categories. :

_ There were those among the finalists who were
rather low down in the numerical tabulations.

Q Did he personally call these five or six to
put to them the same questions that he put to Rockefeller
on Saturday?

MR. HARTMANN: No, sir, he did not.

Q He called on Rockefeller?
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- MR. HARTMANN: To the best of my knowledge he
personally called only Rockefeller.

. ‘Q“~ Earller you-said he was asking Rocky the same
questlons he asked some of the others.

S MR. HARTMANN: He had talked to some of the others
many times during his Presidency.

Crn i Q Well, was his call to Rockefeller on .
Saturday caused by the ‘story that was golng around town?
MR HARTMANN: That was one of the reasons for
the placing of the call, yes. It wasn't that he called
him to tip him off that he had made a dec1s1on, because_
he hadn't at that point. S

Q And then hav1ng him on the phone he asked
hlm certain questlons?

MR. HARTMANN: That is correct.

Q Can you tell us what any of those questlons
were?’ , :

~ MR. HARTMANN: No, T think you will have to direet
those questlons to the Pres1dent

Q Bob, was Governor Rockefeller then the
leading candidate on Saturday, not the only one, perhaps,
but the only one that he felt necessary to talk to in
person about it at that time?

MR. HARTMANN No, he was obviously one of
.those under consideration, and the story broke and the
President talked to him.

Q .- But the Saturday so-called smear story was
a,the 1mmed1ate reason. for the call; is that what you
are suggesting?

. MR. HARTMANN: Yes.

.Q Out of that came the general questioning?

MR. HARTMANN: Yes, he asked him a bunch of other
questions, too9 which he would be expected to ask. :
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Q Bob, I am a little curious about the real
reasons for all these tabulations and-soliciting of a wide
range of opinion since some finalists figured relatively low,
but they were still finalists. Is this actually more of a
way of letting the various Republican officials and those
around the country and here in Washington feel they are being
consulted? They don't appear to have been very significant.

MR. HARTMANN: One, it gave him a feel for the
reception which the candidate might receive in his confirmaticn
when you looked at the Senators' choices and the Members of
the House choices, and, two, he probably -- and here again I say
I am not going to put myself inside his head -- but it certainly
gave me, as I looked at them, an idea which candidates had .
some support in all elements of the party and which were
limited to one or two elements. B *

Q Could I follow that? If Governor Rockefeller
did not lead in all categories, focusing on the Senate and
the House, did he fare pretty well in each of those chambers
and was there any kind of veto, you know, "Anybody but
Rockefeller", recommendations out of that body?

MR. HARTMANN: There were none in the form that was
sent in on paper. Of course I can'’t speak as to the private
conversations, whether  they were both negative and positive.

But I am sure that cut both ways with all the
candidates.

Q But we have been told by interviewing people
on the Hill that he was not first in the House. Was he in
the Senate? Did he rank up there at the top or very high?

MR. HARTMANN: Let me say that he had solid support
in all the categories. :

Q  Bob, could you give us a brief summary of the
criteria the President applied to his choice of Vice President?

MR. HARTMANN: I think he answered that himself for
you, Pete, when he said he would make a good President.

Q Could you go into more detail, please?

3 MR. HARTMANN: Again, I am not going to put myself
in the President's head. He never laid down any specific
criteria to me because he wasn't asking me -- he did include me
on his list, I guess of those he wanted to submit ballots, but
I didn't submit one. I submitted a guess in a sealed envelope,
and said this is not my choice but a guess.
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Q Were you rlght?
MR. HARTMANN: I won't tell”

Q Was the overwhelming criterion then whether
the man could step 1nto the Pres;dency on a moment 5 notxce?

MR. HARTMANN: Yes, sir; I am convinced that 1t was. You
had better ask him agaln, but I am conv1nced it was.

Q Let me aak another questlon in terms of the
House and Senate. -Did Rockefeller lead in the House, or did
he definitely not lead in the House? Did he lead in the Senate
or not lead in the Senate?

MR. HARTMANN: If you can poll the Republican :
Members of the House on it, I suppose their opinions today might
be a little different’ from’ thelr ballots and I wouldn’t want
to embarrass them. '

VQ " -You are not g01ng to say he actually led in the
House or Senate?

MR. HARTMANN No’ I» am not.

' Q Are you flnlshed with the chronology on how
he came to hlS decision?

: "MR. HARTMANN: I have a couple of other things I
want to add to the story. | o S ,

Q Can we stick for a minute on the meeting
between Buchen and the Special:Prosecutor's Office? Was
that between Buchen and Jaworski? How long did they meet?
Were there any negative reports from Jaworskl on any of the
people? »

MR. HARTMANN: There were no negative reports from
Jaworski on any of the pe0ple.‘ How long they met, I don't know.
I was in Chlcago SRRt g E ST

Q It was Jaworski?
MR. HARTMANN: That was my understandlng from Buchen.

Q - To follow up, if the Pre51dent felt- there ‘was
something wrong with the FBI investigating people who held
legislative office, that this somehow violated separation of
powers, why did he: think contacting the Spécial Prosecutor didn't
violate separation of powers?

MR. HARTMANN: That is a good question. You know how
sensitive Congress is to having the FBI in possgession even of
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information about them, and he knows that, and as long as the
guy wasn't going to get the apple feor sure, he wasn't going
to do that until he had to.

; I can't answer the other .part of your question.
Maybe it was just one of those inconsistent situations
which most of us sometimes fall into. The Special Prosecutor
is a special case. He could not have made :his final decision
without clearing up this aspect of it because everyone of the
finalists was a working member of the Republican Party for the
last five and one-half years and you would all have jumped
all over us, I am sure, if he hadn't done that. .

But he couldn't give the Special Prosecutor just one
name, because that would announce his decision.

Q Bob, could I follow up either question on the
criteria. Some people at the White House had sort of spread
the word that he was looking for a man who would be young
enough to serve as Vice President for six years and then be
in a position to run himself in 1980. Rockefeller would be 72 --

MR. HARTMANN: I think the President's decision
answers that question, Ron. He was not looking for the
survival of the Republican Party, but of the Republic if
anything happens to him.

Q- Well, this raises a question, too. Does this
mean he has plans to keep Rockefeller as Vice President for - -
two years instead of six?

MR. HARTMAMN: Your -guess is as good as mine.

Q Did he trade off his desire to have a younger . -
man for other considerations?

MR. HARTMANN: I -don't know, Ron, what went on in
his head. I only know where it came out. I really don't know
what went on in his head. I have done the same kind of specu-
lating in my own mind without any more information than I have
now. : :

Q Before we get away from it, I gather where we
left it was that Rockefeller was the only one of the five or
six, whatever it was, that he ever talked to personally?

MR. HARTMANN He wouldn't have talked to any of
them, I am sure, if this matter hadn't come up.

Q Why not?

MR. HARTMANN: I mean at that stége of the game.
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Q Did he ever talk to any of the others at any
stage?

MR. HARTMANN: Well, as you know, he was talking

to some of the others that were prominently mentioned fre-
quently.

Q About other business, but what about this?

MR. HARTMANN: I don't know. I wasn't there. Maybe
he asked them some leading questions about this matter, too.
I don't know. o .

Q You saw the totals. What was tﬁe total number
of ballots that were submitted?

MR. HARTMANN: It was in the neighborhood of 1,000.

Q How many of those were Rockefeller? You can
tell us that, can't you?

MR. HARTMANN: Wait a minute; let me pull that back.
When you added firsts, seconds and thirds, you had a total of
about a thousand mentions of people. So it was 300 and some
individuals heard from.

Q In any category, within place and show?
MR. HARTMANN: Yes.

Q How many mentioned Rockefeller within that
thousand, Bob, roughly?

‘ MR. HARTMANN: Well, Rockefeller was up at the top
of the list when you did grand totals, yes.

Q Up at the top or close to the top?
MR. HARTMANN: Close to the top.

Q Among these categories what was his average
place?

MR. HARTMANN: We have some statisticians here, but as
I said, he didn't approach this in a statistical way and knowing
that, I didn't fiddle with statistics.

Q Let's go back to chronology.

MR. HARTMANN: Last evening after he received the
assurance of Mr. Buchen from Mr. Jaworski that there was
nothing in the Special Prosecutor's files that affected any of
these five or six people, he then at some point prior to
Al Haig's call to Governor Rockefeller, made his decision.
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Now I do not know what that precise moment was.
‘-Q - When did you last see him last nlght°

MR. HARTMANN: You mean yesterday, when dld I last
see him? Is that what you mean?

Q Yes.

MR. HARTMANN: The last time I saw him last night -
was at the reception he had over in the Residence for the old
Vice Presidential Secret Service detail.

Q Do you know to whom he communicated that
dec1sxcn? Did he call any Congre351ona1 leaders? Did he calil
anybody on it? o

MR. HARTMANN: The first communication of that
decision other than this phone call from General Haig to
Rockefeller, was, I believe, during the legislative leaders’
meetlng th;s -morning when he informed the bipartisan leadershlp.

’_ Q ‘ Dld he tell General Haig why he wanted to
see Rockefeller? :

MR. BARTMANN: T don't know that, but General Haig
is a pretty smart fellow and I imagine he got the point.

Q You said at the beginning of this that General
Haig told him to be down here this morning? ‘

MR. HARTMANN: Well, I don't know if he put it
exactly that way. The President would like to see him at
10:30 or something like that. -

Q - Wasn't there some point when Governor Rockefeller
accepted?

MR. HARTMANN: Yes, that must havewbeen about five
minutes before we went into the room. : :

Q You mean he was called down here thhout the
assurance that he would accept? S

MR. HARTMANN I assume that he got that assurance in
that Saturday call, but I am assuming that; I don't know.

Q But you are saying to your knowledge Haig did
not tell Rockefeller last night over the phone?

MR. HARTMANN: - I don't know. I haven't talked to

General Haig about this call. All I got was from the Presldent
that he asked General Haig to do this. :
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Q Can you fihd out, Bob, a kind of 3ey‘point
here that we don't have? Were there actually six names
sent to the Special Prosecutor? o S el

A e g
%t

MR. HARTMANN: Does it really make a difference?
Q Yes. s Ly

' Q  Did General Haighsugggét»that;fhe'Governor"
bring his wife? ‘

MR. HARTMANN: His wife wae invited and she was unable
to get ready in time, I guess, to get down here that fast.

Q Can you tell us the exact way the President
told Rockefeller the word?

MR. HARTMANN: No, I really can't. David Kennerly
was in my way snapping pictures. (Laughter.)

Q Do you have any more on the chronology?

MR. HARTMANN: I have one more rather important
announcement, I think. This morning just before he brought
Governor Rockefeller into the Oval Office, in fact while
Governor Rockefeller was talking to former President Nixon,
the President called George Bush from another telephone in my
office and told him of his decision.

As Chairman of the Party and so forth, he was entitled
to a little advance notice.

Q Did he also call Rumsfeld?

MR. HARTMANN: Ambassador Rumsfeld was in the room
with the rest of the Cabinet and White House staff that he told
after telling the bipartisan leadership and before bringing the
Governor into the Roosevelt Room.

Q What was the look on Rumsfeld's face when he told
him?

MR. HARTMANN: Well, I wasn't exactly looking at him at
the time but he seemed to be very happy about the whole thing
afterwards.

Q What did he tell Bush and what did Bush reply?

MR. HARTMANN: I only heard half of his end of the
conversation and I haven't seen George.
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Q What afd ne say to Bush?

MR. HARTMANN: He just said he had made his de¢ision
and told him what it was and said it was a very tough decision,
and he thought it was best for the country, and I don't know
what was said.

Q Did the President talk with Dr. Kissinger about
this on a one-on-one basis and to what extent was the foreign
policy consideration a factor in this choice?

MR. HARTMANN: I think.that is a question you will
have to ask Dr. Kissinger or the President. Dr., Kissinger was
present in the Cabinet room, and he had been with the President
before the President met with Governor Rockefeller.
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Q My question was, did he talk to Dr.
Kissinger in advance of making his choice?

MR. HARTMANN: He has been talking to Dr.:
Kissinger four or five times a day. ' ’

Q On this subject?

MR. HARTMANN: About this subject, I do not
know. He asked all of the Cabinet to give him their
views, and I am sure they all did, but mostly by word of
mouth.

Q When he talked to Rockefeller on the phone on
Saturday, he put to him questions about the smear, but
presumably other questions about potential embarrassment,
you know, what we have come to call, if you like, Eagleton
questions. Were any similar questions asked of any of
these other candidates, direct questions about whether
there was anything embarrassing in their background,
giving them the impression they might be under consideration?

MR. HARTMANN: Not to my knowledge, but he has
talked to some of the other candidates so frequently that
I don't know.

Q@ . Bob, .at the other end of the process, this
chronology, when did he start thinking about a Vice
President?

MR. HARTMANN: As soon as he got over the shock
of being President. He mentioned the matter the first
day, I believe, in one way or another.

Q  How did he mention it? o
MR. HARTMANN: He said it was one of the first
things he was going to do, and he was-going to try to do it

that first week. But as you know, he didn't get it done
that first week.

Q Did you ever hear hlm talk about it before
he became President? :

MR. HARTMANN: No.

Q Did Cyprus sidetrack him to any extent
from this search?

MR, HARTMANN: That was one of the things that

crowded up the time in the past week. As you know, there
were many others. : ‘

MORE



- 20 -

Q Did the Long report, this statement by
Long about Rockefeller, did that have an effect 1n delaying
it until today?

MR. HARTMANN: I don't think that contributed
any appreciable delay. The check out by the Special
Prosecutor was done rather speedily.

Q It was more Cyprus that delayed it than
lies? It was supposed to be a week or ten days.

MR HARTMANN. Cyprus chewed up an awful lot of
his timé this past week.

Q Bob, maybe you answered this question, but
I want to ask it again. The same questions that he asked
Rockefeller on Saturday, d:.d he ask any other man these
same questlons?
MR, HARTMANN'“”Thé answer is)not to my knowledge.
He told me of asking some quéstions of Rockefeller during:
that Saturday talk. He did not tell’ me, nor has anyone
else told me, that he had asked any other questions.

: Q - In connection with that, has the President
talKed to M. Rockefeller either on Saturday, or anytime
since, about the role he envisions for Rockefeller as Vice
President in his Administration? Perhaps that is one of
the’ subjects that was discussed on Saturday or maybe thls
morning. Do you Xnow anything about it? @

MR. HARTMANN: No, I think that is a brldge to
be crossed when and if Governor Rockefeller 13 confzrmed‘
and meanwh'ile, we have a lot of other thlngs to do and ‘
worry about.

Q Governor Rockefeller said they did talk
about lt but not 1n any detall.

MR, HARTMANN That is right. I mean, you kpow,.
I want to be all the hélp I can to you. o o

Q Since the criterion was fitness or quali-
ficatioh to step in and be President, do we have here a
situation where in effect these other men were being
measured against Rockefeller's senlorlty and depth
experlence?

MR. HARTMANN: If 6, it was inside his head, and
I can't speak to that. G ﬂ

Let me go back to your question about the role
he would play as Vice President. Before that happens, of
course, he has to run a very difficult gauntlet, which
nobody in the world knows better than the President and
about a half dozen or dozen people who assisted the
President when he was a Member of Congress in getting
through the first test of the Twenty-fifth Amendment
route to becoming a Vice President.
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Knowing that this is only the second time this
process has occurred under the Constitution and that he
and a handful of his friends and staff were the sole
possessors of the guidelines for this process from the
nominee's point of view, the President, when he met with
the Governor after the announcement, offered him the
services of all of those of his staff, including me and
the others who were with him during the hearings, to assist
him in preparing for these hearings to the extent
that we can.

Now, specifically, he assigned Richard T. Burress,
who has been Assistant to the Vice President during the
past eight months in charge of our legislative liaison, to
be the liaison man between the White House and Governor
Rockefeller and his staff on the preparation for the
hearings simply so that he can make available what we know
about going this route.

Q That doesn't include Cramer; does it?

MR. HARTMANN: Well, Bill Cramer isn't a member.
We can't direct what Bill Cramer does. The Governor is
aware and if he wants Bill Cramer's advice, I am sure Bill
will be glad to give it to him.

Q Bob, does the President envision a substantive
role for the Vice President? Does he expect that he
will be in charge of certain parts of the Government without
getting entirely specific?

MR, HARTMANN: We haven't talked about that, but
you go back and read what he said his vision of the Vice
Presidency was, and I suppose it hasn't changed very
much.

Q In connection with the Congressional
hearings, President Ford, when he was there, made available
to the committee a complete financial statement. Do you
expect that Governor Rockefeller will do the same thing,
make a complete statement of his net worth?

MR. HARTMANN: That is up to Governor Rockefeller
and the committee.

Q Does the President have any thoughts about
whether this should be done?

MR. HARTMANN: The President has already indicated
what he thinks should be done by what he did.

THE PRESS: Thank you, sir.

END (AT 2:55 P.M. EDT)





