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FRI:D SLIGHT.. , • 

Georgia Issues 

Att~2be~ for your disposition is a copy of the Georgia issues 
o-.·'?::·:iJ'(·J for ti12 P _·e:.sident' s upcoming trip to the state. 

Tor yc;.:r addi tioYlc:>:.. information, I haV\'! been advised that the 
c:.-,..:.1 Aercn<:u:::ics Board is Cttn.·e:.1tly dccidin;;:; \•ihich trunk carrier 
· ::.l i 6'2 ·_: the A.:lanta. to Lor!. don bid. · 

Se::oncE.y, it is my understaYlding thnt the President v7ill be landing 
i:: 2 location r.ear a major Lockheed facility and questions regarding 
t~at f:.rn's financial diffic:.1lties and previous government subsidies 
r.ay arise. 

T~e r~~a=-~~~r of the rnate~i~l £~:: ~~~ Presid~nt's bri?f~~~ boo~ 
\·li.ll be sent to your attention on Honday. 

Attacr..ment 



GEORGIA ISSUES OVERVIE~ 

AGRICULTUR::: · 

The southern regions of Georgia are particularly concerned a~ouc 
governme~t's reductions "in subsidies for peanut and tobacco c~~?S 
(i.e., price supporfs for peanut farmers are expected :o sub
stantially decline in 1977 because production is excee.ding cor.su::;?
tion). The elimination by the Administrac~on of crop allot~en:s 
for peanuts and tobacco is of particular concern to s~ate farwe::::-s. 

Soybeans are another subsidi~cd crop; and is third ~n 1mpor:a~ce 
after peanuts and tobacco. Sorghum, grains, corn, e:c. are r.o~ 
crops to be concerned with regarding alloccents or reduction o~ 
governwent aid. 

Hhile governrr.ent interference is opposed b:r Georgians in general, 
many of the Republican voters in the southwest portio~ of :he s:ate 
are farmers \·lho fear that the sudden el:i.minacion of govern:rre.n: aid 

. 11 d. 11 h h . l 1:' ' • h ~ ' . . . 1 w~ ra ~ca_ y c ange t e~-r mar.,et. Lmpnas1s on t..e r.Gml.n~scrac:;.on S · 
action probably should be placed on the tining of ~he ?resice~:'s 
gradual elimination of government controls. 

The whole U.S.- U.S.S.R. gFain subject is relatively moot in Georgia 
_it simply is not an issue as the comprehension of what tra:-tspired ~s 
Jow. Only in a general sense that if this is another area whe~ein · 
th.::. ~.S. is "not getting a fair shake" due to -detente could the gra1.n 
sales be of concern. 

The President's recommendations to improve :he estate-inherita!lce tax 
for farmers is popular in the state and should be re-emphasized, 
especially in the south\vestern areas. 

BUSING 

Busing remains a very sensitive issue in the state, albeit one 
\olhich has been reduced in terms of its visibility in the ne~1s. 
While the President is not held responsible for the Dusing ~ancates 
of the courts, his opposition to a Constitutional ~~end~e~t is no: 
necessarily a plus as the general perception of, what t:-.e a2enc::-.e::: 
would entail is confused. Georgians need to knJw ~hat the al:e=na
ti ves are to busing, vlha t the. amendment: ~·:ou ld m<:·an i: passed, ~,·:..y 
the President is opposed to the a~11endment, and what he ?=o?oscs 3S 
a construc tive alternativ~. 

.·• 



\.Jhi le the A ':lant ~ :-!.e\.:spapers are repor ling Bo C,ql Ln-my' s invcs ti
gn~ ion fail-~Y, t~-:c r:uances projected r.re that Hr. Calla-:.-:ay vias 
fired bv the ~n~tc HoJse because h0 was a political embarrassment. 
Questio~s regarding his replacem~nt should be anticipated. 

JI:n·rY CARTSR 

Ji~my Ca~ter is per~eived very favor ably by Georgians as a whole~ 
Hhile there T::as so:1e anti-Car.ter sentiment before the primaries, 
there is very little now. It is recom8ende d by the PFC state of
ficials that Ca~t~r be politely handled, as there are indications 
t ha t some R~publicans are swinging for Carter. 

DEFE~!SE 

Defense is an issue o~ critical importance in Georgia, not only as 
evidenced by the n'"--"~erous militct.ry installations and defense contrac
tors througho~~ t~e state, but also because of the strong patriotic 
attitude of Georgic.ns • . .;hich is demonstrated by their continuing 
ability to exceed cilitary resruitment goals each year. Reagan's 
recent attacks on the President's defense posture has raised 
questions and created doubts among state Republicans. 

Georgia is not troubled by any of DoD's proposed base c!~s~~~s. 
Fort Benning, the headquarters of the U.S. Arrrty Infantry, is based 
in Columbus, and remains a source of great pride among the state's 
residents. 

ECONOHY · 

Georgia is reportedly behind the national average in their employment 
gains, and Atlanta has higher unemployment than the rest of the state. 
Because cost of living decreases are noticeable, particularly ·in 
Atlanta, inflation is no longer as major a concern as unemployment. 
The President's acco~plishments in cutting inflation in half will 
be appreciatively received, hm·:ever emphasis should be placed on 
getting people back to work. · 

EimRGY 

Georgia , bein~ on the mRjor eastern pipeline, was not especially 
hard-hit during the fuel crisis, and energy in general is not a 
major concern at this time. 

Augusta voters are r egister~n;; some concern over atomic energy, 
the reas ons for ~hich need to be explored further. 



The Chnttahoochee River that runs th~r:...rgh Atlanta has been und-"r 
consider2~ion by the National Par'~ Sc:::-vicc for tlir.: ;_ng th<: rivc·r' s 
banks in~o park lands. I£ the deci·ion has b~en Dade to ~ake Lhe 
banks a national park, public rece:)tion • . .:ill be extremely positi"e. 
The status of the decision should be looked into prior to the President's trip. 

FOREIG:·; RELATIO::s 

Concern over the Panama Canai-negotia~ions ts growing (especially 
during the last several days of Reaga~'s attacks), but it is not 
as much an issue as is Secretary Kissinger . Sen tirr:Gnt appears not 
to focus en the Secretary's specific actions (except for a general 
mistrust over detente), but instead is ~ore of a personal bias 
in Hhich the Secretary is perceived as too po~ ... -erful in his. conduc t of U.S. foreign policy. 

There has been no reaction to the Helsinl:i agreement nor Reaga~ 's 
criticism of it. Again, interest and comprehension of liliat transp~red 
is lo-..;. No concern currently exists that He supposedly "gave m·:ay_ 
the chance of freedom for the Eastern European countries." 

GOVERK>IENT SPENDING 

Georgians distrust bureaucracy and dislike government interference. 
The President's vetoes in the context of lessening Federal government I 
controls over the lives of private citizens as ,.Jell _ as in the context 
of cutting Federal spending and reducing individual tax burdens will 
be favorably received and should be stressed. . 

HOUSING/CONSTRUCTION 

Atlanta was in a building boom fiom 1965 to 1973. The overbuilding 
of offices, hotels, and private housing has led to a slump and I· 
financial hardships for private contractors as \vell as the m·mers of 
the several new office buildings that are vacant. The hardest-hit f 
are the office builders. The hotels are pulling-themse lves out of 
their problems, but individual builders ~re still suffering from 
uncompleted sub-divisions and houses. ' 

., 
The President's veto of the common situs picketing bill, very 
favorably received in Georgia , doe~; stress the v0to '.s preventio:-1 
of establishing llt~vi and uncertain concii.· ions Hhich C<.1uld further 
construction difficulties. Additio11.1l er:;iJh:isis shou) d be given to I 
positive Administration ini tiatives the.;: have bet..:'n taken to provide 
recovery in the industry. . 



G~orgia has internal probl~~s o~ di~tributing ~edic2id fu~ds 
throughout the state. The problc~. is not one -of Federal funding, 
but the disburse~ent of the funds after they ha~e been granted. 

The physician maldistribution prob!e~ is still unsolved. 

RACIAL CONDITIOi.\S 

" Haynard Jackson, the first B~ack rr.a::or of· a major Southern ci::r, 
was elected in 1973 'vith the backin; of the~ 55/~ registered Blac~~ 
voters of Atlanta as \.;ell as al~ t1:.e big business su?port (ba:-1ks , 
restaurants, etc.). However, the last several years have increased 
tens ions be tween the business co::>:nu:1i ty .snd ~·1ayor Jackson. One 
of the major reasons is Jackson's . i~siste~ce that all city contracts 
be "joint ventures" Hh.ereby at leas~ one Blnck company must be 
included ,.,i th the ,.,,hi te contractors . The Black co:::1.:mies have not 
ah:ays been the most highly qualified , and the · busitt.es s COTIL':lu~lity 
has raised complaints. 

The white population of Atlanta has an attitude '"'hich is beconing 
more and more pervasive -- that the Blacks have taken over the citv, 
are moving into the countie~ surrou~ding Atlanta, and city-county 
consolidation is an increasin~ possibility. It is also felt that 
such an attitude is a self-fulfilling prophecy -- as Atlantans predict 
this outcome, so will that outco~e probably happen. Resignation, 

-··-not uprising, is the general attitude. 

REVENUE SHARING •· 

.As else\vhere •. state and local officials are supportive of the 
Administration~s position to extend general revenue sharing. 
The program is not only financially beneficial, but has strong 
appeal to· Georgians' "no strings attached" feelings tm·!ards 

. Federal assistance. 

HER}·iAN TALMADGE 

In recent months, Senator Talmadge has · been ·quiet -v;ith no major 
charges against the Ad~inistration or blasts o~ any specific issues. 

TEXTILES 

The Administration's relationship vis-a-vis the textile industry 
is of coptinuing concern to Georgians, and should be cxrlo~ed 
further as to ·current actions bv the /\d:;1in is t rat ion as ~-:ell as 
possible import problems being ~xperienced by the industry. 



. . 

The ;.;e tropo 1 i tan Atlanta Rapid r~·::- .::n.;;:: Au thorit:' (:·1ART · .... ) is currently 
appl_ ing for three grants ;,:Ltn u:-1.•\. :':or tb(;! p-...:rch.:1se o£ buses a .. d 
the construction of a rapid rail s.s~em. 

1. Arnendment to grant GA03-G•)08, the long-rano~ rc1pi~ 
rail construction Hhic~ irr;:)lves $50 r;:illion (UiD .t\ 
hRs alreadv committed $800 ::-.illion to HARTA -- this 
amendment is requestin~ $50 million of those funds) . •. 

2. Application for $935 ·. 000 to ::wdify ~he transit buses 
with wheelchair lifts and o::her modifications for the 
benefit of the elderly and t~e handicapped. 

3. 1975 apportio:1.ment of Sec':io:: 5 of the 1974 t~ational 
Mas~ Transit Assistance Act monies of $3,345 Qillion 
for the urbanized a~ea. 

The Atlanta public is extremely S-:..!pFcrtive of 1-:.t\RTA. In fact in 
1971, they voted to tax themse:!.Yes a:1. additional 337, in order 
to sha~e costs for the operatio!l and developr.1ent of H.~RTA. 




