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"FORD ACCOMPLISHMENTS

" future with proposals on

Digitized from Box 21 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

A FRESH START
CaTnied the naction.

Opened up the Governmnt
Signed the Pension Law.

Signed the Housing &
Community Development
Act.

Withdrew the troops
from Vietnam.

Showed America remains
strong -~ Mayaguez.

Slowed inflation,
Started recovery.

Refused to take the
easy way out --33 vetoes
..NY Financial Crisis

Set the stage for the
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Banking Reform

Tax Reform

Energy Independence
Renewal of Revenue Sharing
Mid East Policy Review
Regulatory Reform.

Crime Control.

Trade Reform.

Rail Revitalization Act
Food Stamp Improvements

5% "cap" on pay.

Uranium Enrichment Plan.
Clean Alr Act Amendments
Higher Education Act Amdts

Amend Antitrust laws.

Repeal Fair Trade laws.

Extend unemployment Ins,
Highway Trust Fund changes




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: Jim Connor

/ S ’
FROM: Ron Nessen L H WV Mo
’ .
SUBJECT: Requested pe.rsona.l reflections on the President's first year
in office i

It is not possible to assess properly where the Ford Administration stands today
without first remembering the situation when the President took office a year ago.

The nation was in shock. The people!s faith in and respect for the Preéidency
was severely undermined. The people's belief in the probity and candor of
their elected leaders, which is essential in a democratic system, was shaken.

This damage to our society has not been completely repaired and will not be
for a long time. But the healing process has begun and is proceeding faster
than many thought possible. This is largely because of the personal qualities
of President Ford. He has displayed the right qualities for this moment of our
national history.

Just a year ago President Ford's qualities were not widely known. Now he is
known, liked, trusted, and perceived to be up to the job.

Incidentally, I sense that the President's forcefulness and assurance as a leader
are growing day by day as a result of the public acceptance and of his own
increasing mastery and confidence in the job.

The Ford Administration's success in reviving the nation's spirit and restoring
faith in the Presidency during this first year was just as important as any
success in matters of policy and substance.

Another point to remember in assessing the first year is that a good deal of time-. -
was consumed cleaning up left-over problems. These included the status of ..
Former President Nixon, his expenses, his papers, and his White House advisoré;
the Indo-China war; the inflationary and recessionary economic difficulties; and

the whole range of domestic and international problems which had been allowed

to drift without proper attention.



Despite the amount of time that had to be spent on these left-over
problems, a good start was made toward creating a new Ford agenda
for the nation:

-~ A plan to achieve independence from foreign sources of
energy.

-- A plan to reform the cumbersome, time-consuming,
expensive, and often anti-consumer machinery of the
regulatory agencies.

]

-~ A plan to restore the health of the economy without reigniting

inflation. ”

-- A plan to protect law abiding citizens from criminals.

-- A plan to create a tfansportation‘ sygtem for the future,
including a revision of the highway trust fund.

All these initiatives on the domestic front have a consistency that reflects
the President's personal philsophy of opposition to ever-growing govern-
ment and ever-growing tax bills. I sense that more and more of the public
is coming to share this philosophy.

The public and press also seem to understand and appreciate the President's
commitment to avoiding short term, politically popular solutions to problems
in favor of longer range, more fundamental solutions which are not always
immediately popular. This is in keeping with his method of telling the
people the straight truth and hard facts.

One success which has been largely overlooked by the press and public was
the selection of a really outstanding group of Cabinet members.

In foreign affairs, the end of America'’s involvement in Indo-China was the
major event of the year. The President handled the end of the war in a

way that saved the Americans who were there, and as many Indo-Chinese as
possible, and did not further divide Americans or alienate Congress.

There were successes in foreign policy this year, notably the SALT Agree-
ment and the Mayaguez rescue, as well as the reassertion of America's V
determination to play a leading role in the world. But again, the Presidentis
own personality and the favorable impression he made on foreign leaders,
both friends and adversaries, perhaps outweighed any specific success.
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As the second year of the Ford Administration begins, I see two matters
that need attention:

1.

The need to improve -the internal workings of the White House so
that problems can be anticipated and dealt with in a thoughtful way
with a full range of advice from the President's staff prior to a
decision. Too often we are forced to react hurriedly to problems
that have turned into crises. The Solzhenitsyn affair is an example
of this.

I have the feeling that too much of the President’'s time is taken up
with short and realtiveiy unimportant meetings, not leaving enough
time to anticipate and consider the major problems before they get
out of hand. ' :

The need to answer the complaint which often appears in print and
in conversation that the President is a nice apd competent man who
is doing a good job, but who lacks compassion for less fortunate
Americans.

It seems to me the President can overcome this image of lacking
compassion without violating his own philosophy on the economy and
the proper role of government. '
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problems, and\ cemsisaamammiatr Tor the future.

Thrust into office in the midst of national crisig,

hrs—guatities—of-leadership-and personmality—largely-—unknown,
President Ford faced unprecedented problems? A nation shaken

by scandal and doubt/ an economy plagued by run-—away inflation

and recession, ajwar in IndoChina and the threat of ¢
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~~war in the Middle East.

The ¥R President saw his first task to be the restoration
of confidence in government. If the people do not trust their
elected representatives and, conversely, if their elected
representatives do not trust the collective wisdom of the people,
then the American s stem of government e—tmessiie
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Ford moved quickly to rebuild confidence. "In all my
public and private acts as your President," he told the nation
the morning he was sworn into office, "I expect to follow my

instincts of openness and candor..."



These instincts led him to increase outside ac-
cessibility to his own office and to the entire White House.

He held hundreds of hours of meetings with elected officials,
journalists, representatives of various interest groups,
foreign leaders and with people in non-official positions.

In an effort to bring the Presidency out of the confines of
the White House, he traveled tens of thousands of miles to
talk to and listen to the American people.

Restoration of faith in the government, however,
required more than candor and openness. It required answers
to the nation's problems. No problem received more attention
from President Ford than the economy. 1In pursuing the cure
for economic difficulties, President Ford remained true to
his convictibns by resisting popular, short-term moves in
favor of truly effective, longer-term solutions.

Knowing that the "quick economic fix" and the superficial
appearance of actionl could lead to new, worse inflation and
eventual deeper recession, he set realistic economic goals, and
he urged Congress to help him reach those goals by holding the

line on excessive government spending.



In doing so, the President had to veto thirty-three
bills, many of them containing such popular titles as "The
Jobs Bill." But the wisdom of his course was upheld by
the Congress. Not only did Congress sustain his vetoes, it
later passed legislation containing the provisions he had

initially requested, but without the additional, politically-
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popular features originally included. <:; Héﬁz%éZQ*tﬂc N

Closely linked to the nation's economic troubles was

the problem of energy. Before President Ford took office, the
0il producing nations, in a move which contributed to both
recession and inflation, had drastically raised the price of
crude oil.

To meet this threat, President Ford proposed an enerqgy
policy which would make the United States independent of all -

foreign oil producers, and of their power to control the price

: . , S -
and supply of the petroleum America needs. j&ﬁ?é%vjvzaQﬂ> ces &
s A N g N A A

There were other international problems, too. The long

war in IndoChina came to a swift conclusion. When the President
was unable to persuade Congress to vote the money needed to help
South Vietnam and Cambodia continue their struggle for
independence, he safely evacuated the Americans from those

countries and granted refuge to more than 100,000 IndoChinese

who fled to freedom.



Following the withdrawal from IndocChina, some of
America's allies openly questioned whether the United States
could be relied upon.

President Ford set those doubts to rest through his

\//fz_o;_,f
personal assurances to foreign 1eader§ nd, when Cambodian
gunboats seized the American freighter Mayaguez, he swiftly
and decisively directed American forces to rescue the ship
and its crew. In so doing, he demonstrated his intent to
defend and support American interests. /&ﬁfzéZéZéé gg;?ég
é/ Relen & 5 AT

The Mayaguez incident marked a turn in the President's
fortunes. His popularity, which the Harris Poll had registered
as hovering near the 40 percent mark, began a sharp upward
climb, reaching more than 50 percent by mid-July.

This climb was aided by a successful trip to Europe
to discuss problems of common defense with NATO leaders, and by
the natibn's continued economic recovery under the President's
policies.

While President Ford was leading the nation out of the
troﬁbles of the past, he was not neglecting the future. There
were, first, specific programs:

¥ Selection of an outstanding group of cabinet officers.

* Reform of the cumbersome, time-consuming, expensive

and often anti-consumer regulatory agencies.



* Revision of federal crime laws to help protect the
innocent from crime.

* Development of an efficient national transportation
system, a plan which included revision of the high-
way trust fund to permit spending part of its revenue
on urban mass transportation. p
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These specific proposals were part of an overall strategy
aimed at future development of the United States.

."Our third century," the President said in a Bicentennial
speech on July 4th at Fort McHenry, "should be an era of in-
dividual freedom."

| And as the inherited problems began to fade, President
Ford and his Administration began to tackle the problems of

developing such a society, one in which each individual could

develop to his or her fullest potential.

JBS/7-16-75



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: = Jim Connor

FROM: Ron Nessen ﬂ/’f’V'
SUBJECT: Requested pe‘rsonal reflections on the President's first year
in office B

It is not possible to assess properly where the Ford Administration stands today
without first remembering the situation when the President took office a year ago.

The nation was in shock. The people's faith in and respect for the Presidency
was severely undermined. The people’s belief in the probity and candor of
their elected leaders, which is essential in a democratic system, was shaken.

This damage to our society has not been completely repaired and will not be
for a long time. But the healing process has begun and is proceeding faster
than many thought possible. This is largely because of the personal qualities
of-President Ford. He has displayed the right qualities for this moment of our
national history.

Just a year ago President Ford's qualities were not widely known. Now he is
known, liked, trusted, and perceived to be up to the job.

Incidentally, I sense that the President's forcefulness and assurance as a leader
are growing day by day as a result of the public acceptance and of his own
increasing mastery and confidence in the job.

The Ford Administration's success in reviving the nation's spirit and restoring
faith in the Presidency during this first year was just as important as any
success in matters of policy and substance.

Another point to remember in assessing the first year is that a good deal of time- -
was consumed cleaning up left-over problems. These included the status of
Former President Nixon, his expenses, his papers, and his White House advisors;
the Indo-China war; the inflationary and recessionary economic difficulties; and .
the whole range of domestic and international problems which had been allowed

to drift without proper attention.



Despite the amount of time that had to be spent on these left-over
~ problems, a good start was made toward creating a new Ford agenda
for the nation:

-~ A plan to achieve independence from foreign sources of
energy.

-- A plan to reform the cumbersome, time-consuming,
expensive, and often anti-consumer machinery of the
regulatory agencies. )
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-~ A plan to restore the health of the economy without reigniting

inflation. =

-- A plan to protect law abiding citizens from criminals.

-- A plan to create a transportation sygtem for the future,
including a revision of the highway trust fund.

All these initiatives on the domestic front have a consistency that reflects
the President's personal philsophy of opposition to ever-growing govern-
ment and ever-growing tax bills. I sense that more and more of the public
1s coming to share this philosophy. :

The public and press also seem to understand and appreciate the President's
,commitment to avoiding short term, politically popular solutions to problems
in favor of longer range, more fundamental solutions which are not always
immediately popular. This is in keeping with his method of telling the
people the straight truth and hard facts.

One success which has been largely overlooked by the press and public was
the selection of a really outstanding group of Cabinet members.

In foreign affairs, the end of America's involvement in Indo-China was the
major event of the year. The President handled the end of the war in a ‘
way that saved the Americans who were there, and as many Indo-Chinese as
possible, and did not further divide Americans or alienate Congress.

~
There were successes in foreign policy this year, notably the SALT Agree- -
ment and the Mayaguez.rescue, as well as the reassertion of America's >
determination to play a leading role in the world. But again, the Presidenti'g .
own personality and the favorable impression he made on foreign leaders, )

both friends and adversaries, perhaps outweighed any specific success.
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As the second year of the Ford Administration begins, I see two matters
that need attention:

1.

The need to improve the internal workings of the White House so
that problems can be anticipated and dealt with in a thoughtful way
with a full range of advice from the President's staff prior to a
decision. Too often we are forced to react hurriedly to problems
that have turned into crises. The Solzhenitsyn affair is an example
of this,

I have the feeling that too much of the President's time is taken up

" with short and realtively unimportant meetings, not leaving enough

time to anticipate and consider the major problems before they get
out of hand. s '

The need to answer the complaint which often appears in print and
in conversation that the President is a nice apd competent man who
is doing a good job, but who lacks compassion for less fortunate
Americans.

It seems to me the President can overcome this image of lacking

compassion without violating his own philosophy on the economy and
the proper role of government.
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Q.- You have just announced your intention to run for the
Presidency. Would you care to review what you have
accomplished during the past 11 months and why you
think people should vote for you?

A, (Note: Because this question requires a detailed answer,
I've presented it in outline form to make it easier to
scan the major points.)

A. Major goal: restore confidence in Presidency
and create a more oOp<n government.
a. Successful, to judge by newspaper
columnists, editorials and other
reactions.

B. Other goals: deal with major problems.
a. Creating a healthy economy

‘1. __Inflation major problem when I
took office. Set out to attack
it, then had to walk difficult line
when it became clear that we also were
being hit by a serious recession.

a) Now feel we have nation on
right path; we are making
progress in our efforts to keep
the hardships to our people and
the burden to our economy at a
minimum.

2. Tackled‘ggsggigzgggz_by working for
programs that would provide proper
solutions, not slogan solutions. ’

a) And Congress supported vetoes
and then wrote the effective
kinds of legislation requested.

. Establishing an energy program

1. So we would eventually be independent
of foreign suppliers.

2. So price increased would be held to

' a minimum.



Accomplishmeﬁts {(cont.)
Page Two .

¢. Resolved international tensions

1.

Handled Vietnam withdrawal

in as good a way as I think

was feasible.

Demonstrated U.S. resoluteness
with Mayaguez incident.

Worked to strengthen NATO.
Worked for peace in Middle East.
Continued detente' with the Soviet Uniorn
one milestone of which was the
Vliadavostock Agreement on Arms Limitatio:

C. Achieved, at least, a start on a wide variety of
matters of great importance. Among them:
a. Crime Control
b. Regulatory Reform

c. Renewal of Revenue Sharing

«— d. Tax Amendments

e

c. Revision of Unemployment Insurance

D. Proposals aimed at making federal government
work more effectively, and to further major aim
of this Administration: development of the

individual.

(As stated in Ft. McHenry speech)

JBS 7/10/75



PRESIDENT FORD'S FIRST YEAR

Gerald Ford devoted his first year as President to
restoration, foundation building, cleaning up inherited
problems, and creating a vision for the future.

Thrust into office in the midst of nétional crisis,
his qualities of leadership and personality largely unknown,
President ford faced unprecedented problems: A nation shaken
by scandal and doubt, an economy plagued by run-away inflation
and severe recession, a war in IndoChina and the threat of
war in the Middle East.

The new President saw his first task to be the restoration
of confidence in government. If the people do not trust their
elected representatives and, conversely, if their elected
representatives do not trust the collective wisdom of the people,
then the American system of government is impossible.

Ford moved quickly to rebuild confidence. "In all my
public and private acts as your President," he told the nation
the morning he was sworn into office, "I expect to follow my

instincts of openness and candor..."



These instincts led him to increase outside ac-—
cessibility to his own office and to the entire White House.
He held hundreds of hours of meetings with elected officials,
journalists, representatives of various interest groups,
foreign leaders and with people in non-official positions.
In an effort to bring the Presidency out of the confines of
the White House, he traveled tens of thousands of miles to
talk to and listen to the American people.

Restoration of faith in the government, however,
required more than candor and openness. It required answers
to the nation's problems. No problem received more attention
from President Ford than the economy. In pursuing the cure
for economic difficulties, President Ford remained true to
his convictions by resisting popular, short-term moves in
favor of truly effective, longer-term solutions.

Knowing that the "quick economic fix" and the superficial
appearance of action, could lead to new,.worse inflation and
eventual deeper recession, he set realistic economic goals, and

he urged Congress to help him reach those goals by holding the

line on excessive government spending.



In doing so, the President had to veto thirty-three

bills, many of them containing such popular titles as "The

-

Jobs Bill." But the wisdom of his course was upheld by

the Congress. ©Not only did Congress sustain his vetoes, it
later passed legislation containing the provisions he had
initially requested, but without the additional,_politically—
vopular features originally included.

Closely linked to the nation's economic troubles was
the problem of energy. Before President Ford took office, the
oil producing nations, in a move which contributed to both
recession and inflation, had drastically raised the price of
crude oil.

To meet this threat, President Ford proposed an energy
policy which would make the United States independent of all
foreign oil producers, and of their power to control the price
and supply of the petroleum America needs.

There were other international problems, too. The long
war in IndoChina came to a swift conclusion. When the President
was unable to persuade Congress to vote the money needed to help
Scuth Vietnam and Cambodia continue their strﬁggle for
independence, he safely evacuated the Americans from those
countries and granted refuge to more than 100,000 IndoChinese

who fled to freedom.



Following the withdrawal from IndoChina, some of
America's allies openly questioned whether the United States
could be relied upon.

President Ford set those doubts to rest through his
personal assurances to foreign leaders and, when Cambodian
gunboats seized the American freighter Mayaguez, he swiftly
and decisively directed American forces to rescue the ship
and its crew. 1In so doing, he demonstrated his intent to>
defend and support American interests.

The Mayaguez incident marked a turn in the President's
fortunes. His popularity, which the Harris Poll had registered
as hovering near the 40 percent mark, began a sharp upward
climb, reaching more than 50 percent by mid-July.

This climb was aided by a successful trip to Europe
to discuss problems of common defense with NATO leaders, and by
the nation's continued economic recovery under the President's
policies.

Whilg President Ford was leading the nation out of the
troubles of the past, he was not neglecting the future. There
were, first, specific programs:

* Selection of an outstanding group of cabinet officers.

* Reform of the cumbersome, time-consuming, expensive

and often anti-consumer regulatory agencies.



* Revision of federal crime laws to help protect the
innocent from crime.

* Development of an efficient national transportation
system, a plan which included revision of the high-
way trust fund to permit spending part of its revenue
on urban mass transportation.

These specific proposals were part of an‘overall strategy

aimed at future development of the United States.

"Our third century," the President said in a Bicentennial
speech on July 4th at Fort McHenry, "should be an era of in-
dividual freedom."

| And as the inherited problems began to fade, President
» Ford and his Administration began to tackle the problems of
developing such a society, one in which each individual could

develop to his or her fullest potential.

JBS/7-16~75
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FINAL DRAFT
Ron Nessen
July 16, 1975

PRESIDENT FORD: THE FIRST YEAR

Gerald Ford devoted-his first year as President tovrestoring
the American people's-%aith in their government, clearing up .
inherited problems, and embarking on an agendaﬁfor the future.
Thrust into the office in the midst of national crises,
President Ford faced unprecedented problems: a Nation shaken
by scandal and doubt, an economy plagued by runaway inflation
and deepening recession, a lingering war in Indo-China, and

the threat of a new war in the Middle East.

The President saw his first task to be the restoration‘of
confidence in the Government. If the people do not trust
their elected representatives, and, conversely if their
elected representatives do not trust the collective wisdom of

the people, then the American system of Government cannot work.

The American people saw President Ford as a down-to-earth,

~
self-assured, reassuring and honest man. These personal

a4
-

qualities helped rebuild the Nation's canfidence.
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Page 2

"In all my public and private acts as your President,”" he

told the American people the day he was swern into office,

"I expect to follow my instincts of openness and candor."

These instincts led the President to make the White House
and himself more accessible to the citizens he‘serves. He
held hundreds of hour§ of meetings with élected officials,
representatives of vérious interest groups, foreign leaders,
journalists, and people from all walks of 1ife. In an
effort to free the Presidency from the isolation of the
White House, the President traveled tens of thousands of
miles to taik to, and more importantly, to listen to, the

American people.

Restoration of faith in the Government, however, raquired
‘more than candor and openness. I+t required attention to the

Nation's problems.

No problem received more attention Ffrom President Ford than
the economy. 1In his efforts to restore and create jobs for

the unemployed, revive the lagging economy, and reduce the

bry

vicious hidden tax of inflation, President Tord remained

true to his convictions by resisting popular short-term moves

in favor of truly effective, longer-term solutions.



Page 3

Knowing that a superficial "quick economic fix" could lead to
worse inflation and deeper recession, the President set
reaiistic economic goals. He urged Congress to help him reach
those goals by'holding the line on excessive and ill—advised

Government spending.

In order to keep the-Country on a sure and steady economic
course, the President vetoed 33 Congressional Bills. The
Congress itself recogﬁized the wisdom of the President's policy.
Not only did Congress sustain almost all the vetoes, but it
passed new, more responsible legislation containing many’

of the provisions the President had originally proposed to

help the jobless, defeat inflation and revive the economy.

There are clear signs that the President's economic policiés

are working. Inflation has been cut in half. While unemploy- .
ment 1s still unacceptably high, it is expected to start down

soon and already hundreds of thousands of people are finding jobs
each month. The economy seems to have hit bottom and is

starting upward.
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Page 4

Closely linked to the Nation's economic troubles was the
problem of energy. Before President Ford took office, the

oil producing nations, in a move which contributed to both
recession and inflation, had drastically raised the price

of 0il. To meet this threat, President Ford proposed an
energy policy which would make the.ﬁnited Stétes independgnt

of foreign oil producérs, and of their power to control the
price and supply‘of fhe petroleum America needs.

During the first year of the Ford Administration, the long

war in Indo-China came to a swift conclusion. When the
President was unable to persuade Congress to approve the

money needed to help the South Vietnamese and Cambodian

.people continue their struggle for independence, he safely
_eévacuated the Americans from those countries and granted refuge
to more than 100,000 Indo-Chinese who chose freedom over
conguest.

Following the withdrawal from Indo-China, some of America's
allies openly questioned whether the United States could be
relied on. President Ford set those doubts to'rest through

his personal assurandes to foreign leaderé}*including‘America's

partners in the Atlantic Alliance.



‘Page 5

When Cambodian gunboats seized the American freighter
Mayaguez, the President directed American forces to rescue
the éhip and its crew. In doing so, he demonstrated his

determination to defend and support American interests.

Throughout the first year, President Ford played a central

role in efforts to bring permanent peace to the volatile -

Middle East. A settlement is still elusive. But at least

the American efforts have prevented any new outbreak of
fighting,»which would have serious cons%quences not only

for the countries directly involved but also for the United States

and for the cause of world peace.

'The President pursued a policy of attempting to reduce tensions
between the United Stafes and the Soviet Union in those

areaé where progress was possible on a mutually beneficial
basis. During a visit to Vladivostok the President negotiated
with General Secretary Brezhnev an agreement to set a ceiling

on the number of strategic nuclear weapons and multi-headed
missiles which each country may possess. This wasua significant
development in reducing tensions, halting the dangerous and
costly arms race, and setting the stage fo‘\reduction of

nuclear weapons in the future.

L
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While President Ford spent considerable time leading the
Nation out of the troubles of the past, he also began to

present his agenda for the future:

-~ Selection of an outstanding group of Cabinet
Officers and other top Government officials.

14
'-— Reform of cumbersome, time-consuming, expensive

and often anti-consumer Federal regulations.

-—- Revision of the Federal crime laws to protect
; 4

the victim from the criminal.
-- Development of an efficient national transportation
system, including steps to expand urban mass

transportation.

-—- Extension of Federal revenue sharing so that states
and cities will have the money to make their own

decisions on how best to deal with their own problems.

-~ Tax revision to creat the jobs, energy plants and

industry America needs for an expanding future, and

=

to remove from the hard-working middle—class‘an,

: -
unduly heavy tax burden.

eyl :f -
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The program President Ford began to outline during this
first year was aimed at achieving his vision of a Drosperous

and free Ameriga in the years ahead.

"Our third century," the President said at Ft. McHenry on
July 4, "should be an'era of individual frezadom."

As the problems President Ford inherited began to fade, he
turned his attention to the future and to developing a
society in which each American is free to develop his or her

fullest potential.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 23, 1975

Mr, President:

You may want to refresh your memory by
glancing through this review ofyur first
year prepared by the Press Office, before
you talk to the New York Times reporters.

| Ron Nessen
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PRESIDENT FORD: ' THE FIRST YEA

Gerald Ford devdted_hisifirst year as President to restoring
the Amerlcan people s falth in thﬁl” goverdﬂent,,clear1nc up
inherited probleﬁs, and embark*nc on. ‘an acenda for the thure.
Thrust 1nLo the offlce in the nldDL of. natlonal crises, |
President Ford faced unprecedented probgems: a ﬁation shaken
by scandai and'douﬁt, an economy plagued by runawvay inflation
and doepenlng receSSLon, a.lingering war in Indo-China, and

the threat'of a new war in the Middle East.

s

The President saw his first task to be the restoration of
confidence in the Government.v TIf the people do not trust
their elected representatives, and, conversely if their

elected representatives do not trust the collective wisdom of

the people, then the American system of Government cannot WOorKk.

The American people saw Pre81dede rord as\a dOWﬁ——o~eartn,
+ o

self-assured, reassuring and honsst man. These p=2 "onal

qualities helped rebuild the Nation's confidence.
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T

told the American people the day he was sworn into office,

"I expect to follow my instincts of openness and candop."

v

These instincts led the President to make the Wﬁite House
and himself more accessible to the citizens he serves. He
held hundreds of hour§‘bf meetings with élected oificials,
'represéntatives\of vérious interest groups, fqréign leaders,
journalists, an&\peoglé frqm all walks of life. 1In an
effort to free the Présidency from the isolation of the
White House, the President traveled tens of thousands of

miles to talk to, and more importantly, to listen to, the

American people.

Restoration of faith in the Governmént, however, raquired
more than candor and‘openness. It required attention to the
Nation's problems.

No problem received more attention from President Ford than -
the economy. 1In his efforts to restore and create jobs for
the unemployed, révive the lagging.eCOnomy, and reduce the
vicious hidden tax of inflation, Presidentkford remained

true to his éonvictions by resisting popular short-term moves

in favor of truly effective, longer-term solutions.
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Knowing that a superficial "quick economic fix" could lead to
"worse inflation and deepef recession, the Presidant set
reaiistic economic goals. He urged Congress io help him reach
those goals by holdlnc the line on excessive and,ill-advised

Government spending.

In order to keep the. Country on a sure and steady economic -
course, the Pre51dent vetoed 33 Concre531ona1 bills. Thef
Congress itself recoénlzed the wisdom of the President's policy.
Not only did Congress sustain almost all the vetoes, but it
passed new, more responsible legislation containing many

of the provisions the President had originally proposed to

help the jobless, defeat inflation and revive the economy.

There are élear signs that the 2®resident's =conomic policies

are working. Inflation has been cut in hal?. While unempldy;
ment 1s still unacceptably high, it is expected to start.down
soon and already hundreds of thousands of people ars finding jobs
each month. The economy seems to have hit bottom and is

starting upward.
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Closely linked to the Nation's economic troudlies was the
"problem of energy. Before President Ford T22Xk oifice, the
oilvproducing nations, in a move which contributed to both
recessionvand inflation, had drastically raised the price

of 0oil. To meet this threat, Prasident Ford proposed an
energy policy which would make ths United S<tates independgnt

of foreign o0il producérs, and of their power to control. the

price and supply of fhe petroleum America neseds.

During the first year of the Ford Administration, the long

war in Indo-China cameito a swift conclusicn. When the
President was unable to persuade Congress to aporove the

money needed to help the South Vietnamese and ‘Cambodian

péoplé continue their struggle for independancs, hs safely
evacuated the Americans from thosz countries and granted refuge
to more than 100,000 Indo-Chines2 who chose frz2adom over

conquest.,

Following the withdrawal from Indo-China, some of America's

allies openly queStioned wheth2r the United S+tates could be

relied on. President Ford set those doubgs to rest through
- - \.‘» - - -

his personal assurances to foreign leaders,~including America'’s

partners in the Atlantic Alliance.

by i
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When Cambodian gunboats seized the American freighter
Mayaguez, the President directed American forces to rescue
the ship and its crew. In doing so, he demonstrated his

determination to defend and support American interests.

Throughout the first year, President Ford played a central
role in efforts to bring permanent peace to the volatile '
Middle East. Aaﬁettlement is still elusive. But at 1easf.~
the American ef%drts\have prevénte& any new.outbreak of
fighting, which would have serious cons?quenées'not only

for the countries directly involved but also for the United States

and for the cause of world peace.

' 'The President pursued a policy of attempting to reducé tensions
between the United Stafes and the Soviet Union in those

areas Qhere progress was possible on a mutually beneficial

basis. During a visit to Vladivostok the Pfesident'negotiated
with General Secretary BrgzhneVAanlagreement to set a ceiling

on the number of strategic nuclear weapons and multi—headedA
missiles which each country méy possess. This was’a_sigﬁificantr
development in.reducing tensions, halting the dangeroﬁs and-
costly arms race, and setting the sfage }dh\redﬁctiop'Qf'}'

nuclear weapons in the future.




While President Ford spent considerable tine leading the

- Nation out of the troubles of the past, he also bagan to

present his agenda for the f

1ture:

-

Selection of an outstanding group of Cabinet
Officers and other top Government officials.

¢ .
Reform of cumbersome, time-consuming, expensive :

-~

and often anti-consumer Federal regulations.

Revision of the Federal crime laws to protect
e s |

the vietim from the criminal.

Development of an efficient national transportation .
syst=m, including steps to expand urban mass . |

transportation.

Extension of Federal revenue sharing so that states
and cities will have the money to make their own

decisions on how best to deal with theaip own problems.

Tax revision to creat the jobs, energy plants and

industry America needs for an expanding future, and

to remove from the hard-working middle-class an.
N

) e
unduly heavy tax burden.
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The program President Ford began to outline aur_“g this
first year was aimed at achieving his vision of a prosperous

and free America in the years ahead.

"Our thlrd century," the Pre81d°nt sald at Ft McHenry on

July 4, should be an era of 1nd1v1dual f“eedom s

.\ ! . . . . . -

As the problems Pre31dent Ford -inherited began to fade, he
turned his attention to the future and to developlng a
3001ety in whlch each Amerlcan is free to develop his or her -

fullest pOtential.






