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·~or~as~, 
.. ·· . . BtJ.F.tertlrOIU~ 

~~~~~~~~~o?cf:e~: ~ 
.tedly urged the White Ho!JSe.to mclude ~ 
.tew·key lawmakers ~s ~rt of the US en
tourage· wllenever a President traveled 
abroad on official business. 

t~~·tHe 1na:de-his ·Proposals, privately·~mt 
.;,~m-ettmes publicly, to Presidenta Eiae~-
1§~·· ~ennedy, Johns?n and N~on.. ~one· b took his adVice lel'lously. 

·.·~-.. ~~~~~~~~~~~:::~~~d~:t:hi~ ~~~ 
· arations are· .made :fo; President r 

L .............. _ •• ,A trip_,~~Japaii and 

••• ·"'ongtei!imaliti--· a·, 1n·1' thed -~~oUi~~ 
li.i1ftlnl~ritjleader,-Mr. Ford aavr distinct ad- . 

. ,accruing to tne develop~ent_6! 
6.m•IIIMt'l~n foreign policy if q,ngress, tO use 
ilean Acheson's w~rds, :were 'pre!lent at 
-the ereation.• Heads of'foreign govern
'ments, Mr. Ford believed, wo1Jld .b~ duly. 

ed if: a visiting ;President~s .. word.s·· 
had the visible support of an 

:·Ill•ceo:mp;myin congressional delegation. At 
in Mr. Ford's congr~ssion¥ 

·policy decisions betwe~n the Pre~~ · 
flnd his foreign hosts could be as-

. 'of. a more receptive aYdience on Ca-
~WlnJ~ after the return to Wa.sbingt9n. 

rolled heavenwa~ within the up;;·, 
els-of Hen.r:r.:A···KiS&inger's ~tate 

·t~.a:.•cu•u when. It learned 'that .Mr~; 
at th~ Whit4! Ho\iJe :were con,; 

~awmakers' .~ tra~ ~tp., 
and Seoul next1nonth; Tlie 
·to Japal:i, N~v.~ 19-~t;·pro~ · 

present no diploni&,tic diffki~, ' · 
oec:C~.·u.lse· the }"ord trip ~b~re fs:esa~n·-:· 

go94WID·Jni~il)n, marlqrig ·the first ;. 
....., .. ull .~m~e,?;~.·~~-~~ _ 
. ".l'he follow:.dn hop to SOutn· Kor~ Nov. 
:22-22, however; might pc>Se problema .. ~,M'r. 
Ford's preSence were au~en~ by t1iei~. 
gation of prominent U.S.. senatore and 'r.eP' 
resentati~u. The p~o~l~ would..l)e e~e~ . . . ·.• . . .. 

• 



Amencan toreign poucy 1-f ~~.to us,e • 
Dean Acheson Is word$, :were 'pre8ent at 
the creJtl.on.• llead~ offq(eign govern
m~t~ Mr. Ford bebeved, WO\Jld .be duly, 
impressed jf a visiting rre'sident~s .wQrd_S 
and .actions had the visible support of an 
ace6mpanying congressional delegation. At 
the sam~ time; in Mr. Ford's con~ssf_on~ 
vtew, policydecisions between the Pres· . 
!dent and his foreign hosts could be as
eured of a more receptive aYdience on Ca
pitol ap~ _a!ter thentutn ~ W~n. 

Eyer.'ibJled heavenwal'd within the up. 
per lev~s of .Henry _A. Kissinger's State 
Dep#tment. when it learned that-Mr., 
For4'imen at th~ White House were con-. 
sid!tfDB. inviting lawmakers to tra.vel Witb, , 
hUi,'tc)Tokyo and Seo~l next mol'it~ The, ~, 
thiftodiy visit to Japan, Nov, 19-21, pro~ t 

t~'WO\.lld present no diplomatic ditftcUl· 
ttw~ause the Ford trip·there fs· ess~n
~-a goodwill mi~i~n, marking•the first 
ptl'80Ylal ·awellf111lce l?Y an American ~-
iclent. · 
·'the follow-on hop to South Korea:N'ov. 

22-23, however, might pose ptoblems.iNdr. 
FOl'd's presence were augmented by a del~. 
gition U.S. sena~rs ~d ~ 

'lle.'bro'ble!nwoul!i~ ~~~~. 
·l<~: ~.~ ~- -? : ·~ : ~ .. ,~~~ - ·- .. . ~ 

M.r. Fcrd there;- and..beUe-ve ihat hls vtatt, 
witt b.~ a_: goOd thlng·:t~f.4emacraey. ev~n 
though the Park regime has threate~ed :in 
the past to hnprison. cSr<~m:tte·de~onstra· 
tors during the visit.' • .' , · ' . · · . . , 

Mr. Ford iS not getUng unlversal .suppo\'t 
;from his old Capitol Hill coUe&guet for the 
'congressional team tra:v~l · ldea• either as a . 
~general policy. or jU$t for tbe t'arEast ~P. 
,His successor -as HQu~e. Rep\l~U~~ J~der. 
~Arizona's John J; Rhodes,. iS flatly apposed._ 
-Lawmakers would get more'beneflt' ~rb . 

"!f.oreign ~rips if they conth'lue to tta~t ,_-'.·. 
~ from ;presiden~ Rho®$ beli~yes.- 1' .,. 
~ (.Most members of the Senate Foreign· . 
:biltions Committee are wary of the pr 
~ •. too, .fearing their presence on a p~r 

,eential':visit would implnge on th~ ~ 
titutioJ'ia1 duti~ -to review ~~ ~ . ·~ 
JJ~~~nd :protocols ~it~:;~~i~~~· ~ov.em~~ 
. . . - . .. .. t >: .,._f, . .r .: .. L "- • 

,11 .,qJven tbe diplomatic worrief .ol ~ssih
' ~ • . !Uld the lnlxed reaction 0!1 C!lpitOl Hill. 
-~~otd ls having second.ttio\lghts about 
. ,tt~e:·mel'its of his old con;teasional idta 
~,;· that h&· is PresidenL.Itbtneraps itat 

'
.~_prove &gain the di.ffv·, · ~e- betwet~ 

' he view .from the ·White . ue .and fr®i 
. t9P~ ~pitol H1l1. . '". ~~ ..... 

.:Ct.: . • ~ . , ,., . ..,. . 
• • < . 

1)Jr~~rlttU6~~~ 

~'1a~.Letw .. 
l~6Je~oii-w~JOtt btp J)f~Jtllatic•a. 

. ' ~ ;r~~: . ·~ ~L~~people 
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FORD PRE-EMPTS ;..-.··J 
N£i;WORK ·TV.~ -~ 

. BUt NOT ON .HIS tiME 
; ~fWl~ .,..~ 

.. ' 

SAN fRANCISCO - President 
Ford's television adviser say.s last 
week's news conference on the reor

, ganizatioo. of intelligence agencies 
. had been Scheduled at 8 p.m. instead 
~ of the more desirable hour of 9 in 

order to avoid. a conflict with one of 
the President's favorite televisiOn 
shows. ".PoliCe Wom~." • 

, Robert . Mead. ~ ·iShl~chalie fi 
Ford's television appearances, said 
he had recommended a 9 p.in. start
ing time because television reaches 
its largest audience at that hour and 
because West Coast viewers would 
have received it at 6 p:m. instead of 
atS. · • · 

f J 'l .. • • 

"It cOtddn't be done. and I'D te1l 
you why, ••. Meacf.'laid to a meetina -of 
broadcasters here; .. "Police Woman' 
was 011. that's one of the President's 
favorite shows." 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

~ARY ].\NUARY 1976 

:d to the in
froiu which 
it may very 
~. this prac
rtions from 
:uishes jour
:r forms of 

Books in H.evie\v 

FROM: AGNES WALDRON and legal 
and lawyers 
m the logic 
:h requires 
: connected 

surreptitiously autlwred a~sertions 
about Gerald Ford made hy a ho.>t 
of unspecified "sources." Reeves 
claims he !tad some 150 such 
sources--as if the numb:.:r of anon
ymous purveyors of dwrges added 
weight or credibility to the whole 
fabric-but since there are no foot
notes or attempts at attribution, 
there is no way of knowing which 
charges were made by political 
enemies, by disappointed aspirants 
for favors, by disgruntled bureau· 
crats, or by journalists in the pres
idential entourage feeding one an
other rumors they da:~;ed not print 
themselves. 

pre.~s conferences, or in the form of 
well-prepared leaks to selected re
porters, the daily diet of 'White 
Home information is meant for a 
J.mrpose to which the messengers 
need not b~ privy. 

Ambitiow; journalists ha\'e an 
altern:ttive to accepting the official 
(or of[-the-record) news package: 
they can seek out leaks (or 
"plants'') from those wishing to re
>ist or undermine the po1icies of 
the Cb ief Executive. Yet while do
ing so is likely to win tl1em tbe 
plaudits of their peers, their role is 
sti!l th:it of a messenger-for one 
intcrec't group or another. 

Jcurnali!:tts insist that to main
tain "au:ec;s"-either to the \Vhite 
IIcm'c or to the counter-leakers in 
legdati\'e committees, hurea~1~, or 
whcrc1·er- tlH.'Y mu~t at le-ast part
ly obscure their sources. Hence, as
sertions ahuut tl1e Presidency 0ften 

EnwM<n }-\ Y EPSTE!l'i is Research Di
lCCtor of the Twentieth Century 
F1md's I'rc>,.ed un Sews ,lgcncics. ,\[r. 
Ff,stcin's mnst rerent /Jol)k is Between 
·Fact :,rt.\ Fictioa: The Prob!em of 
JoH!ll::lisru (l'int,;:;"). 

to its ulti
'ntified and 
rho conceal 
:e of their 
:Iusions on 
1e logic of 
1 itself, dis
ise circum-
made, can 

=rms of its 
or interest 
~eria which 
rveying of 

e to admit 
that they employ a different mode 
of inquiry, and different standards 
of evidence, from those of histori
ans, and insteilcl attribute the short
comings of their reporting to the 
limits imposed by the requirements 
of their editors and publications. 
To be sure, such limitations exist 
and have their effect. But even if 
they had unlimited time and space, 
journalists who persisted in con
cealing their sources would still be 
relying on anecdotal logic and their 
reporting would rightly remain sus
pect to historians and hwyers. 

RICHARD REEVEs's book on the Ford 
Presidency, A Fm·d) Not a I.incoln, 
illustrates this inherent problem of 
journalism. Reeves is a resper.ted 
journalist and former "chief poli
tical correspondent" of the New 
York Times) and he served for a 
short time as 'White House corre
spomlent for New York magazir:c. 
In wl'iting this book he was not ccn
strained hy time or space deadlines, 
or by rigorous editors. Yet, despite 
his reportorial skills aml his fluent 
style of \\Titing, the book is in re
ality no more than a collection of 

79 

Reeves, who at times interviews 
himself as well as his colleagues, 
appears to be one of the most vo
racious detractors of the President. 
His various anonymous charges, 
self-interviews, and unattributed 
anecdotes are loosely knit into a 
thesis: that Gerald Ford is a totally 
inadequate leader and a totally in
adequate President, lacking both 
policies and prioritie~. For his 
''study" Reeves makes the func
tional assumption that the time he 
covered Ford was a representative 
segment of the President's steward-· 
ship, even though it was only his 
first two months in office. Since he 
was apparently not in on the plan
ning of policies or appointments 
during that period, Reeves bases 
his conclusion that the President 
had no new policies on Fvrd's for
mal and ·informal meetings with 
the press, ancl on the fact that the 
President stressed continuity rath
er than change in his public rhet
oric. 

Yet none of this proves that Ford 
was an ineffet:tual leader in that 
period. It was, after all, a time of 
transition, and every other Vice 
President ·who has succeeded to the 
Presidency in this century-Theo
dore Roosevelt, Calvin Coolid~e 
Harry Truman, and Lynd'Cll; 
Baines Jo!uhon-has similarly and 
for good came stressed the theme 
of continuity in his initial months 
in office. Ford's transitional perfor
mance in this respect is no differ
ent from Johnson's' or Truman's, 

., 

J 

Book review not included for copyright reasons. Please contact the 
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to these materials.
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Patti dlttat~n 
~ .... ~ • ".c- • ... •!~ r·, ... 
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h I J • "h l JJ ... ~:--VY ... ~ .t"_.~tograp ers . . m gomg out to romp wtt my tog. 
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"Ok, irs;you! I thought I heard ruffles and ftourishes.n 
________ ·_:_ ___ -;:_-·- r- ·-- - -- -- -----·---
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Cartoons not included for copyright reasons. Please 
contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for  

access to these materials.
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THE N~W Y()"R~ TIMES, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2S, 19;4 

CBS Bars E·xclu~ive l4'ord Interview; 
Calls Propo~eq:D~te Too Near Electi 
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CHICAGO TRIBUNE - Tuesday, October 29, 1974 

Mr~, Fo'fd, opens up 
' ... . , . .. 

t 
. i 

. r•t,.. ~ sharpest JIOHey , differ
~~·be~ the'N&on &nil :Ford • . 
tnbiistrlltiOJis ' lias ~ fri their atti
tudes toward freedom of information 

. and the press. W}Jere the former Presi
dent seemed to regard secrecy as an 
end in itself, President Ford has been, 
on the whole, engagingly frank and 
free-spoken: in tllose instances where 
be has not been; a good reason for' re
ticence bas· usually beell ·forthcoming. 

This differenee .is 110w showing con
crete resul~'welcome ones:·m ·a 
recent meeting ··with editors in Wash
ington, .Mr. Ford sketched out a pro
gram for de8Ibtg with ~the' preea ·that 
looks extremely lood-aad that usen:' 
.ment does not overlook . hil recent ~ 
appointing 'veto of- a freedoDHf-in
foimation bill. . ' ... 

Mr. Ford, en'rislons,a 'biOad. :mix~~ 
' eontactl between the White Jlc)uae and 
II the pubUc.' ABtde fraql _ftipartera' rtgu• 

Jar sessions With Presa Se~ ROn 
Nessen/ the ~~ plans . tO- meet 

,·personally with· h!pleeentattves · or·~ 
n~ media ~- at a ~ one hour a 
week. . .. -. . 

These ~ sessions 
, ~ he.~ .118VW81 tlnds. Tbere will be 
1 10~ excJ.usive interviews with a single 
· reporter · [an ewnple Is. Auociated 

' ;press ~ • Saul Pett'• fw-ranging 
. talk with ~tbe PteeldeDt tJiat appeared 
t in last Sunday's Tribune].~ advan-

~atlllpll~r-~.....-.·· 
~ a' ,..._,-.It IJt boWl '- bflll.. 

. ' follow ......... of~ .~- ....,. 

• 

In . . : ~ .. ' ' '<.]\ '' \',, ' . 

g ~~1y. _f1i~1~ 
sible br~ c:cm · ... :, ~ "'.: t"" ,' 

There ~ ,.Iso-be infOrmal ' ~eetings . 
with sniaU groups, like those Mr. Ford ~ 
lias· been· having with. newsmeu: abroad 
the PreSldeQtial plane~· · On his trips 
away from ~Washiilgton, .Mr. Ford will 
hold local Press confereiibe!l, taking 

' ~~~ . alternately .from..:.ll;x:al re- ·, 
PQrters iind th~ 'Washin~ ' .. press, 
corps and thus ·providing 1~ .~ ; 
exAmination of issues from' local· and · 
national viewj;ointS. In .addition to all · 
this there .will be full-blawn, televisetl · 
press conferences on matters of im.: -
portance. . . . 
· We ~uld' hlrdlt a&G;~or, ~ ~re 
pro~ ·Pf08t8D18; ~Any uutloiaary 
words abbut it may have to be 8Jmed 
.at ~:press itself, bec41J1e· ~ are 
ai:WaYi eqer for uucl\,~Slvea'' ~ ~y· 
get iritpa~t abollt'· hav!Dg to wait ~ 
theirlurn: ·. · 4 _.. •• '·,; .. .,. ~ 

Mr. Ford's :vetO: fQi amendments 
broadeoihg u.e freedqDi of information' 
act, by ~ way, appears to llave ~ 

' for PurelY practical reasons. Be feared 
that - the bill as draworl ap mlgbt Pit 
~ impossible -~ on · govem~Qent' 
agencies: Kreqtiest for lnformatioq ~n 
a broad subject like farm ,P9Uc1, fgr 
instance, might force an ·ageo.ey~s staff 
to drop everything eJs:e J.o -~ ~;~lOto-311 day_~ ... ' .... ·J . ., ., 

This objection shoUldn't be hard to 
. JaadJe witb ...... will -~· -tides. lfr...J'ilrd. IIIIU ID,.. - ~ his 
·lblreollt.. • · · ·· · ·..; 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

FROM: ANNE SWANSON 
News Summary 

FYI 

than ·a auatrte~r-et1nturv 
t9, ~doltze .· . ~; 

·.· .,.~:: '. ·· .. ~) ··:' .. 
No.;doubt. Ut~ . lessons Qf W&terg~e we~ fresh In his 

J;rtiD .... cl,tll,u··· V:be.~.: . :alon .... ·:te· .leave .th·.··. Pre.i. ' !fint1a s. ide .. w .. ent ... · . ·a.lot;.Jf_.t.•. · · tbf). ~of ~rraament.tbat~~on. 
Ziegl~ inuat-~e<.soltle4owJeamed 16. lite with. -~Ier:1f · 
·,us· io ·!'loyal" he :was e.ven willing to put up •wltb a 

· •:.~residential slap.on natlonalt~levision.. · · · · · ~- ;, ·c . . . .. -. . ' . ... •. . .. . . . . 

Article from Philadelphia Bulletin not included for copyright reasons. Please  
contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to these materials.



. • 

. ~~E~·IORANDVM. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 21, 1975 

11.1EMORANDUM FOR: WARREN RUSTAND 

FROM: RON NESSEN £...~ 

They complained that the Gridiron Club seems to be reneging on its 
promise to ta.ke in at least one woman-member •. They said that i£ the ~·' 
Gridiron Club does not take in a woman by the time o£ the March dinner, 
the President should not go. They are planning a repetition o£ last year's 
anti-Gridiron di:mer for the same night i£ no women have been admitted to 
the Club before then. 

My opinion is that we should indeed reconsider the President1s attendance 
at the Gridiron Club dinner if no women have been ad.r.nitted by then • 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 22, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENT !A L 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

RONNE~ 

JERRY~S 

The attached material was returned in the President's 
outbox with the following notation to you: 

--Information. 



f , ..... --~ ...... • ··~ w''" '· •. • .• ·r< ·~_ . ., .. -..,. .••. '""""''""""''.....,..,..,.,_' ~~.,.. """"'""''""""""''' ~>. •·•~-:---·· ----. ·-· .. ,~,..,.,-..,.,.~~·"'<'....,.·""""''- ·--o·· ~--.-~:--·] r ·:·~: --~--c'J-;~:~i·i~~- s~i~~~<~·.; ~1~~-i~~~-- ~~o~d~ ):, J~n~·2.~y 20 ~ 19·7·s .· _;- · . ··. ;.:_.:>· '_; .... · ·. · ·.· ;. ·1 

1-~· ~- -·~.:·~··".:.:.::_·:-cT~.h;.~~·-_.Presi_de~t~_s vievvs on:-Vietnafl! ··. __ · -~~~:::',1 

I T. '" "···· :· .. · ·,..;;.Washing'wn ByGodfieySp~rling.Jr-> ··power,''along· with \'iie mining" at 
This:• .,previously • unrecorded ·in-· .-.· Haiphong harbor. In this respect, he · 

:cident becomes releva11t as the Viet-· · · . . .. ·· •.. : may have been ·more of a "hawk" 
· nam war begins to heat up again: · .. resolutlon. supporting u·.s· .. aril1ed 'ac· ·: ihari · the President,· since he advo- · 
. ·.·It- was in early December .of 1965. _lion in Southeast Asia (the Gulf of · cated military actions which Johnson 1 

, Gerald. Ford; sftting. in .1>.18 House Tonkin resolution). · · · .: , : ;. . . ·.rejected. simpiy because he thought cj 
. minority .. Ieader'.s •.•office, :-was-.. In- -• ·:of :course, Jolmson did_.iwt move :-:they· _might . provoke·. the ·entry or•i 
formed that the Secretary of Defense,: toward either a declaration of war or -.Peldng and/or Moscow into the war- ·1 
Robert McNamara.'was calling on.the · . a further congressional resolution in with the additional possibility that a ; 
phone.:_;., .:.~·.; <;·· ; . .;J.:. . ·\< .... _, t · .. •. support of the Yietnam war. But the c ;·nuclear holocaust might ensue. ' 
.:;).'I'here-.were a .. few,:pleasantries be·· .. Johnson-McNi:unara .. intenti-ons.· of _But. Mr .. Ford came. to take. new 
_tween~ .. the.;two .men-'-BuLsoon. the . ·eventually escalating the U.S .. com- .views on·the war as it dragged out. In ·· 
~hrl.J:~ ·of t.J:e J,fcNamara call became : mitmen; to_. 500,oco ~did; of course; , ·_.-~e. like some other "hawks,'' he :

1 . c~ear;~The Secretary of Defense was come about;: · . . -~ .. ,, ;~·' · ;_/ .. ·. ·· .. .wanted the U.S. to get out because he 'I 
_.saying: .. that .. th?,,Vietnam war had , , Mr. McNamara wanted something:· saw it to be a_ '.'no-win" war. But, 
~,become._;•very;::very; serious." The speciiicfrom Ford that day::would·: mllike other hawks, he, early came to : 
: 'J. ?~lSo~. ~ .. ;_:'~dminist:ation, . . :Ford: . F.ord .. :_up port ·. t;us . erJarged:,· troop . t~7- conclusion that the unleashing of .

1

. 
;learne<4_ ws.s now ,thinking of a tre- commll.ment?. \\ould he proVJde the rur and naval power would net win the 
:men.O:ous troop build-up in Vietnam.-· kind of bipartisan help for this buDd-. war. Thus it was that he, along with· 
ci';~Alr~ady~ a~mm_d Washington, there. up jn the House that. Senator DirJ:sen,. . Melvin Laird, was supporting a plan _'_Jt 

!.!":ere, rumors t_natthe build-up of totaL t~e qop leader in the Se~_!e; would . J~r the U.S. to pull but gradually from 
. Q.S-:forces m1ght- go to some 350,000 gwe m the upper House? . ·· ., , . . . Vwtnam months' before Richard 
trondhe then current commitment of · F.ord was polite but noncommittal. Nixon became president.. • 
roughly 180,000. But McNamara was He· had already- come 'to Lhe ·con· ·. ·The. Ford approach to wars llke·~ 
making the. surprising disclosure. to'. elusion that Vietnani was. not a war Vietnam thus remains fuzzy. But he is 

. Ford. that ·the. ultimate . U.S. troop·. • which could be won through, a tre· · .. saying 'fhat he will not bring the u.s: ' 
iilvolvem~nt in VIetnam· would reach . · mendous commitment_ of American . , back into that war. And, through his_ 

,500,000 or higher. Or; at least,. that manpower on land. He saw·Vietnarn spokesman, Ron Nessen, he has spe-. 
~was~ the.way Ford interpreted what to be an endless war if fought.in this· cifically ruled out naval action and. 
was belng said. ·. :. . , . .. manner. But he was not a "dove," by bombing as well as a troop com- ·j 
,. BuL',fr. Ford was also learninF. he · any means. He thought and said that mitment ..... -~· . . · _· · · .. ·:··;! 
late_r said,. that the admii'Jstration .. ·the U.S. should stop the North Viet· ·Those close ·to Mr. Ford say~he J 
was· giving some. consideration to the · · namese ·encroachment ·into ·• South : learned a lotirom the U.S. experience ! 
:~ros and con: in_volved in a declar<;\.; Vie_tnat?. He believed the U.~.had an · in Vietnam. 'l1ley sa:,: that by nature J 
tionofwar. · ... :, _.,.,.,, ··. -· . : -....... obhgat!on to do so. And he, at that he is not and never wJll be a "dove." 1 

·. Mr ... Ford; conclucied from the con>':'· time;· supported the _"domino" theory- . But they insist that despite rJs call for· j 
versation that. if. President Johnson: ,,_. that if communism: were not increased military aid for Saigon he I 
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