
The original documents are located in Box 14, folder “Mayaguez - General” of the Ron 
Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Digitized from Box 14 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

Q: Some argue that the MAYAGUEZ incident could have been solved 
diplomatically. They say you just wanted to flex your muscles 
and prove to the world that the United States is still tough. 

A: The record clearly shows that we tried the diplomatic approach 

first. We made statements and messages; we waited 60 hours 

without any response. Diplomacy did not work in this case. 

I committed military forces because to delay action any longer 

would have further imperiled the crew, and it was necessary to 

act decisively to save them. My main concern throughout this 

entire exercise was to save our Americans and retrieve our 

merchant ship. 

I am heartened that the vast majority of Americans seem to 

believe that my decisions were prudent and timely. 



11Piracy 11 as a technical, legal term is limited to acts of 
force against ships or their passengers which are carried 
out for private gain. More broadly, however, piracy is 
commov~y understood to cover all illegal attacks on 
merchant shipping, other than acts of war. We do not yet 
know the motives for the attack on the U.S. merchant ship 
:',-[ayaguez, but vve have no reason to suspect private gain; 
therefore, the President was using the term in its broad non
technical sense. 



~ 
Committee condemns.~ act of armed aggession on 

an unarmed US merchant vessel in the course of innocent 

passage on -..~an established trade route • 

.!Jft'e ~cond 
1 
~ the President has engaged 

./ -t; ~ rt.o.-~-
in diplomatic meansAand we smpport that. 

Third, ~t we support the President in the 

exercise of his Constitutional powers within the 

framework of the War Powers Resolution to 

secure the release of the ship and its men. 

We urge the Cambod~n Government 

to release the ship and the men forthwith. 
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~lEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN 

FROM: JOY CHILES 

SUBJECT: Questions Left from Today' s Briefing 

SEIZED SHIP 

Will the U.S. land Marines in Thailand despite Thai objections? 

Even after the reading of the War Powers Act, will the President 
consult with the Congress before - if he decides to take military action -
he takes military action? 

Is the President consulting with Congressional leaders on any 
contemplated action? 

When Congressman Waggonner said the President told him he had 
a "tough decision to make on the ship" - what decision is the President 
thinking about? 

Is there any information that the American crew might have been 
taken off the ship? 

.f:..re the planes actively patrolling the area? 

From what the reports show, the initial intelligence reports indicating 
that the ship was being taken to the port of Kom Pong Som, and that 
the ship is not now going to Kom Pong Som, is this an encouraging 
factor in the developments? 

Was the Kom Pong Sam destination arrived at through intelligence 
reports or based on the last radio reports from the seized ship? 

Through what international organization are ships warnings given and 
what is the exact wording of such warnings? 

Where is the ship? -- is it docked at a harbor, anchored in the bay •••••• 

There are reports that waters surroundir..g Koh Tang are very shallow, 
could it be that the ship has gone aground? 



- 2 -

Is the seizing of this American merchant ship viewed as carrying 
a larger connotation than just seizing "a ship" ••• that possibly 
it is a test in light of the recent Indochina developments? 

Will the President report to the American people? 

Is the President satisfied with the intelligence apparatus in getting 
information back to the U. S. ? 

How and when did the South Koreans give U.S. word about their 
ship being fired upon? 

With such sophisticated monitoring systems, why was the U.S. 
not aware of the two other ship incidents in the same general 
waters to warn other U.S. ships not to travel the area? 

Why were radio lines not monitored? 

Is it possible to get a transcript of the radio transmission? 

MOYNIHAN 

Anything to announce on Moynihan? 

' . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 13, 1975 

Additional Questions from 7:00 a.m. statement: 

Q NSC Meeting? 

A Nothing scheduled at this time. 

Q U.S. Navy on the way? 

A No comment on ship movements. 

Q When was it learned that the ship was not 
in Kom Pong Som? 

A Late last night, however, we never said 
that it was inKom Pong Som. 

Q How do we know all this? 

A From reconnaissance aircraft. 



, 
Ma 'l 13, l 9 7 5 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

------------------------ -------------- -------------------------------

. ' 

NOTICE TO TIIE PRESS 

The following information was made availableat 3p.m.today at the Pentagon! 

' wlEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS: MAY 13~ 1975 

The following Notice t~ l-/[ariners {#NR45) was issued by the Defense 
Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p.m. EDT. May 12: 

11 Special ·warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to remain more 
than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia and more than 20 nauticaL 
miles off the coast of Vietnam including off lying islands~ Recent incidents 
have been reported of firing on, stopping and detention of ships within 
waters claimed by Cambodia, particularly in vicinity of Poulo Wai Island. 
This warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition of 
Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation of the 
right of innocent passage for United States flag vessels, or derogation of the 
freedom of the high seas. 11 

# # 
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Q. 

A. 

WAR POWERS 5/13/75 

Are there any restrictions on the President 1 s ability to 
act because of Cooper-Church on the War Powers Act? 

The President, under the Constitution,. has the ~to 
defend American life and property from acts of aggression. 

Cooper-Church amendment was not designed to limit 

protection of American life or property. It was aimed at 

stopping American participation in hostilities which were not 

principally a threat to American life. 

(FYI: Seizure of an American ship and crew on the high 

seas is considered an Act of War and there are no legal 

rest ictions on the President 1 s ability to act, com.mensurate 

with the situation with which he is faced, according to Rod Hills.) 

(The last phrase means that any U.S. action would have to 

be limited to the area of the ship and crew. The President 

could not order bombing of Phnom Penh, for instance, as a 

retaliation. ) 



DISCUSSION PAPER 

As a follow-up to our telephone call to you last night concerning the 

seizure of an American vessel in the Gulf of Thailand, I want to provide 

you in advance and on a private basis the following information which will 

be announced by the Department of Defense shortly after. 

Beginning at 8: 30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications 
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U. S. captive 
crewmen from the ship to the mainland. After giving warning and 
taking precautions to avoid injury to Americans, U.S. aircraft began 
efforts to block this movement. Thr-ee Cambodian patrol craft were 
destroyed and four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat 
succeeded in :reaching Kompong Som, possibly \vith some U.S. captives 
aboard. 

The MAYAGUEZ is still anchored off Koh Tand Island. The first 

U.S. Navy surf<:ce vessel, the destroyer escort HOLT, arrived in the 

area this morning. In t.lJ.e meantime, a Swedish refrigerator cargo ship, 

the MS JURADO, was reportedly attacked by a patrol boat off Panjang 

Island, which is also claimed by Cambodia. Radio contact has been lost 

and the fate of this ship is unknown. 

The NSC held a second meeting yesterday at 1: 30 p.m. EDT and 

will meet again today. We will keep you informed. 



I 

ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Beginning at 8:30 p.m. EDT yesterday, there were indications 
that the Cambodians appeared to be attempting to move U.S. captive 
crewmen from the ship to the mainland. After giving warning,........_ 
~ p:Viil eiuttu:rrs=to ~vo1d tlfj li!'f to:::tllu» J ·J!t!u~ U.S. aircraft began 
e.fforts to bl~ this movement. Three Cambodian p.atrol craft were 
destroyed a~9f~ others were damaged and immobilized. One 
boat succeeded in reaching Kompong Som6 ~si'iilii'ly eJi~'iP:h::t::n;r:'F~S. 

•Gtapii u • :12 o e'E:d. 
' 

U.S. aircraft had been receiving small arms fire from such 
B.,.lr""'{S •i•ereft for several hours prior to this action. 

The Mayaguez is still anchored off Koh Tang Island. The first s ...,,... 0 rl • tt" U. • Navy Sl•Jcde:ee vessel, the destroyer escort H LT, a rriue ai. /....;;::, 

NIIA/ I tJ the area .NM., nl+l'nht&,. 



--------~---~-~----~~--

-THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

£~ .N: 2.) 

TO: __,_fin._..:;__~~=-:;;;.....;;;~--
For Your Information V 
For Appropriate Handling __ _ 

ac. 
Robert D. Linder 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Laitin says that at 11 A.M. he will announce the sinking of 
two of the Cambodian boats. He does not plan to annoynce, 
but X he believes that some Americans were aboard the sunken 
boats. 

He also said that they were loading B-52's at Utapoa at this 
time, and if you remember there is a hotel roof that overlooks 
the base •••• so this could be reported. 

-· 
Laitin also said that White House congressional people would 
be briefing selected congressional leaders on the sinkings at 
11 A.M. 



May 14, 1975 

SEIZURE OF THE MA YAGUEZ 

I. POLITICAL 

In response to all questions on exchanges between Thai Government 
officials and U.S. on the question of U.S. forces in Thailand respond 
simply with the following: 

11We are in close diplomatic contact with the Thai 

Government. 11 

The above guidance will be used by the State Department today 
in its daily briefing. They have been instructed not to go beyond the 
above. 

II. MILITARY 

Later today subsequent to consultation with the Congress 
the Department of Defense will make an announcement to the effect 
that American aircraft have fired up on Cambodia vessels and several 
have been sunk. If asked about reports on Cambodian vessels being 
sunk, you may say that the Defense Department will have information 
available. 

m. DIPLOMATIC 

Guidance on questions about diplomatic exchanges or efforts 
to secure the release of the Mayaguez should be answered, as in the 
past, with a simple: 

11We cannot comment on any diplomatic efforts 

being undertaken at this time. 11 
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In response to all questions on exchanges between Thai Government 
officials and U.S. on the question of U.S. forces in Thailand respond 
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"Weare in close diplomatic contact with the Thai 

Government. 11 

The above guidance will be used by the State Department today 
in its daily briefing. They have been instructed not to go beyond the 
above. 

II. MILITARY 

Later today subsequent to consultation with the Congress 
the Department of Defense will make an announcement to the effect 
that American aircraft have fired up on Cambodia vessels and seve1·al 
have been sunk. If asked about reports on Cambodian vessels being 
sunk, you may say that the Defense Department will have information 
available. 

m. DIPLOMATIC 

Guidance on questions about diplomatic exchanges or efforts 
to secure the release of the Mayaguez should be answered, as in the 
past, with a simple: 

"We cannot comment on any diplomatic efforts 

being undertaken at this time. 11 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 15, 1975 

TO: Jack Hushen 

FROM: Phil Buchenft..J.'~ 

It 1s 0. K. to release these letters after 
you know the letters have been released 
from the Hill. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

r·iay 15, 197 5 

Dear Nr. Speaker: 

On 12 Hay 1975, I \vas advised that the SS Mayaguez, a 
merchant vessel of United States registry enroute from 
Hong Kong to Thailand with aU. S. citizen crew, was 
fired upon, stopped, boarded, and seized by Cambodian 
naval patrol boats of the Armed Forces of Cambodia in . 
international waters in the vicinity of Paulo Wai Island. 
The seized vessel was then forced to proceed to Koh Tang 
Island where it was required to anchor. This hostile 
act was in clear violation of international law. 

In view of this illegal and dangerous act, I ordered, as 
you have been previously advised, United States military 
forces to conduct the necessary reconnaissance and to be 
ready to respond if diplomatic efforts to secure the 
return of the vessel and its personnel were not success
ful. T;;v-o United States reconnaissance aircraft in the 
course of locating the Mayaguez sustained minimal damage 
from small firearms. Appropriate demands for the return 
of the Mayaguez and its cre\v ;,.;ere made, both publicly 
and privately, without s~ccess. 

In accordance with my desire that the Congress be informed 
on this matter and taking note of Section 4(a) (1) of the 
War Powers Resolution, I ;;vish to report to you that at 
about 6:20A.M., 13 May, pursuant to my instructions to 
prevent the movement of the Mayaguez into a mainland port, 
u. S. aircraft fired warning shots across the bow of the 
ship and gave visual signals to small craft approaching 
the ship. Subsequently, in order to stabilize the 
situation and in an attempt to preclude removal of the 
American crew of the Mayaguez to the mainland, where their 
rescue \•JOuld be more difficult, I directed the United 
States Armed Eorces to isolate the island and interdict 
any movement bebveen the ship or the island and the main
land, and to prevent movement of the ship itself, while 
still taking all,·.Pdssible care to prevent loss of life or 
injury to the U. 'S:: -cap.tives. During the evening of 
13 May, a Cambodian patrol boat attempting to leave the 
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island disregarded aircraft warnings and was sunk. There
after, b..;o other Cambodian patrol craft \.;ere destroyed and 
four others were damaged and immobilized. One boat, 
suspected of having some U. S. captives aboard, succeeded 
in reaching Kompong Scm after efforts to turn it around 
without injury to the passengers failed. 

Our continued objective in this operation was rescue 
of captured .~~erican crew along with the retaking of 
the ship Hayaguez .. For that purpose, I ordered late this 
afternoon an assault by United States Marines on the island 
of Koh Tang to search out and rescue such Americans as 
might still be held there, and I ordered retaking of the 
Mayaguez by other marines boarding from the destroyer 
escort HOLT. In addition to continued fighter and gunship 
coverage of the Koh Tang area, these marine activities 
were supported by tactical aircraft from the CORAL SEA, 
striking the military airfield at Ream and other military 
targets in the area of Kompong Som in order to prevent 
reinforcement or support from the mainland of the 
Cambodian forces detaining the American vessel and crew. 

At approximately 9:00 P.M. EDT on 14 May, the Mayaguez was 
retaken by United States forces. At approximately 11:30 
P.H., the entire crew of the Playaguez was taken aboard 
the WILSON. U. S~ forces have begun the process of disen-
gagement a·nd wi thdra~v-al. · 

This operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the 
President's constitutional Executive power and his 
authority as Commander-in-Chief of the United States 
Armed Forces. 

The Honorable·~ 
The Speaker ;; 
United States House 
Washington, D. C ---~ 

of Representatives 
0515 
_::r.;..:-
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zlv~: you a. brielf· sum:nary of the situation as it stan~~ 
.. . . 

I 

3~ Of UU':ol'. t. 

~: t\) you h.~ve cotd.es pf the ~Ull'..nnry? · · · 
/\: !;o. I co not. ' '£he :n.ction on the small isl;1nd ·o£ Koh Tang ~s c.on~~~u!:\3. 

4'!1-1:~ i:i ~:till .:1 c'o::lp.:\u~sized l'!.arine security force in one loc~:.!.on. ·I c. iG :.it:! 1 ~ 
:-.~~.·~·:.t~~ hc.:l'\"i Zt·1:tll .Clr."i\S fi-cc intermi~;te':ltly. At 7:~3 a.m. this t:~r.>rn!':l;; .. 
~.;.:.·;~~~r;: .. m tic~,· ;t b~lico;?ter re~cued about 25 N.arin..::s and an £\!r For~o ere~ 
t!~.:.: h.1.i b.::~n I hi,t: a :-; it approached the beach laot nicht: with; cha fir~~ wave of 
c~"'Pi:h·r~. '!h~ inlti<'l!. r~?ort from cha rescue he-licopter sai'd tl-Jlt 1:'-Ul/ -:;~:-n 
':.1~;~..!~1.!. ':h~y tv.,:l:,'! t~ken. to ·the c::l.r-rit:r CC?,.AL SEA which t-1a's abou~ 10 ;n!.l'l~ 
.,); i:;ho:.· .• ~. One of. ch~ Air Force crew-olen who · had stayed on to'tl of his h~l1co?t:<!r. 
~:,t.:h \.',\:i ..1ho\tt 100 f~et ofi the beach :in the W3.tar, nnd h~d rcc'lined on tfl? ·o:= 
t~~~ l:."1ll.cop::~r c., ::~an · ti11! radio for several h.ou-rs • was also -rescued abou~ t.~.~ 
~-1~"' :!-:~\,·· .lpp·ar~utly by a t:::\3-ll boat. fro!:\ the destroyer t.:ILSO:r ·~robab!.y. I~ 
l:; llQ~ &•H::in~ clark cut the~a buc operatio::.s are continuing. The cwo c.:s:ro7e r~. 
t~~ t,•ttS0.!t at~c! th.a HOLT are· :lbout 1000 ya-rc!s offshore, nnd a:--e c!e:>loyi:l~ £-:l.'l'tl 
(\~.lt::. "'~:~f..nc; '-ii.th hl~licopt~·,t~. 'l'harc. ara several ·other larec warsh!pc~ -
·u.s. \.Jdr~hi.t,~ -- in tlli1 ca.r.ea.. . . . , ·· .. i /,. 

. . I 

J~r.t U;> ~\ t:\Htt:cr. of per:Lph~-:z;l inte-c~st:, at 4:1•0 a.n., t-lauhingt.on t!~·~. 
t~~;: ~~\'f:\9t::~~~ •,.'l\S t!nd.<!n:ay . u-.~d'.?.'r its O'='>l.'l pcu•~r. head{nff for its o:-iroi:t~l 'dl!3-
t!tue!~:l ,...h'.!n it w:~.s i.at~rrupt~d, the port of Sat.ahip,, 'abou~ i70 ~ilcs :lt:;tr 

iN~ t~~ point it w.'ls intcrcepttJd by the Cambodians, .and, at herr sp~e<!, I 
\;.~..!~=~:J:l.:! :1bout o·n~ ·day's tr:.::.vel. t~h:!.ch :;~.e.ans t:ha.t she propa.bly uoul.\l ~c:ach 
-ro:.-: to~tlo~'ht. our time. , · 

. . j . I ; . 
Q: Is sh~. bc!n!T, c·ucortcd'l 
J .. :. 1 c!o not 1tnow \..Jh,~ther she is beinn escorted. 

·i ,. 
Q: Tht'l COL\t!it.ion Cf th~ C't'Ct,•? 

A: Sh~ has l\c.r o..:n cri!W aboilrd a~'l.d. 1 do not l~no•..J whether she l\.ls nn l:acor:. 
"~:~ ~l•·~:ha1.· .3:1!1 of th.~ ~~Llrir..e·s '""·110 bo~.-:!~e l1er aLe still .:lboard. I! •t.nj' o: t!~e 
~!..::-!~..!:1 .J::~, th~~l! ~rc j·u:st D. few of ::hco:t, because the 4U Narinas who hosr~ed 
th~ =·~:'.:h~~t \".!a~~l :.tnd found nobody on it, most of tbe::t returne.d to t1;c dc~:ro;~~ 
~.:·t.T ir~~ ~hlch th~y h~d co~~- · · 

0 , 
~: ~\r.., the::;e ~l-"lrines that ~re still on tllis isl.and in eroa.sblc: · 
A: !"n,~y n-:~ 1.:u.tti:::.g the-e~ to ba a;~tractcd; the operations arc ;contin~,;1::~. 

~.::1 !~.w~ t!~m: .. option~ cl-r.d 
1 
th•i roost imvort~nt poi1.'!.t is to e:~tract thc:r.t ::afl.!l~· 

c:-. .! t!~lt in th~ ~:aio objective. 
i 

I I 
I 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
..-.. : 

b\!C:\\,;~;~ 
• . • .f ~ .. t \;.t.,,. 

Q: 

In t\ c.>mp~ny-:ii::~ group,' how m:.my is th3t now? 
Thn~ could be ~nywh~~o from 150 to 200. 

An.y hrrthc·;t' .,,ord on ~nybody els.e who h=is bec'o. ~u.' or vound\!cl? 
r=.,. th~ other l£i~-;ur~s ! have are so t:e':\t3 ti'l~ ahti po~t;ibly ci:::la3J!.no 
r:h~ c:~unta j1.tst chans~ ;1nd I do\"1.' t t.~ant. to &o be-yond th."lt for th~ t~ 
1~ ' r.: trylnt; .to (;Ct all thu f'act~ as fast i\s we can. 

--- ·------~. 

j 
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('I,bis :Ls not' es verba.tim ~ransc.ript} 
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. 
:. A: ,. No, the~'re not pinned do-w.n. I said ·the important thi.ng i.a to know · 

tha strategy of this, .that the 26 Mad:o.cs 11oi:e in a. different 'Part. 
' . . .. ' 

I t : • .o 

Q: Wha.t 26 Ha.rines? .. 
. I • 

.. 
. A': The 26 .the.t I just told you uere rescued. They were. in a different 

pa~ of the island • . This is ' a sma~l island. it's about two miles by three m~les 
and th.e highest. point is about. 40 feet. It's really a little spit of land· The 
first of · the choppers that ,.,ftnt down was 'i.u tt · d.1ffercri.t pat't of 1the island fro:n the 
mnin ground security force wM.ch is still. there •. . This other grotip· was some 
distance Away and \ltas . also . u~~r··fire and they ' have- been extracted. ' ., 

Q: How many wer.e extl:'acted,. just the 261' . . I • 

A; I told yoU: the. 25 by helicopter an4 the one probabl' by a small boat. 
. . . . I •• • • • • • . 

: -. Q: Eow iaany Cc:>l11Illunist .forces ou the island.? .. ' · ; 
·I A: . I don't know. I It's something that I am not in a position. to tell 

·you _righf now. 1 , . · • ' 
. . • • I 

Q: ·j Just as a matter of time ' and. \)recede.nc:e.,. tbe.y took. off the 2~. among 
whom t:he.re were ma~y wour~~ed an~ no,w- tl_ley a.re moving off the ~th~rs'l ~. 

A: No. · TI1.e ~pera,t~on· wa~ going ~ simulto.rteou&ly. · · , 

. I 

. . ' I . . • • . . 

. Q: If it eeta da-rk .out there • . i ·s· th~re a e~nca .th~y will· stay t'h.$-:t;e.? :. . . 
A: · I just told you :that operations. are continuing. and t}:l.ey llave a numhcr 

of dif.ter ent options. i.. · · · · 
,' 

Q: rwill t~ey ~ont1~~e thr9ugn the ~inht? . 
A: I said the opera.tion is cont.i.:nuing. . . 

• • I • 

Q; We 1 va extracted what · ..:.- 50 total'? 
· j.\: 1 werve · ~:tracted 26· • . 1 

·. . . 
Q: That's all? ' •. 
A~ 'Ihat's r~ght:. · ·! .• 

. . I I • ' . . . ' 
Q: These were in that helicopter that was 

other group? . 
A: That's correct. · I 

I . 
Q: 
A: 

Many of these· axe wounded? 
I just told you that. 

! • 

·, • • 
.. 
' 

. .. 

: . . 
downed and separate from. the 

·. ·' 

'. . . ' ,. . 
Q: So we reatly haven'~ extra.cted any of tha· group ' that made a successful 

landing and were fightingt Is that right? In four hours we have not ext~acted 
any of tha t company-sized force? 

. A: That's right. One of the r~asons for ' th:1t i&. that they were waiting 
fer the carrier CORAL SEA to come closa to tba island so tl~t the choppers that 
were assigned to extract these 11:lriues would haVQ a short haul and go in many 
cycles to coyer just the 10 miles. On a number of occasions some of the choppers 
were turned back because of fi~e • . . 

~ ! 
•I I 

I tlORE 

! • 

~ t •• 
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I 
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('11\t's i~ . ·n·:'t . n v~Y~~t.!:a ~~.~n~ir.ri~d· ··· 
. . . • I . . . 

.. 
' 3. 

I ., • ' •'• 

! 'Q: ·: t::;~rl.'t~-r :th~ Scc:r.etr.l:y in. aos\·I~T to 1 quc~tion \15 to wh'ut.h£~r hn:f }.~(Ortc.J~· .. 
h 1.! ·b,t•n kill~d. a~'lm.t,u,·-.'lu, y~s ~:J,r. Has '. that chan~~d in any. r<:~~rd b~·:~cl on 

I 'I ' 
~c;·.:n·t·; t!.\.•t y~u h:p.v-3 no<;.r l:ec\.d.v~cl? · ; · \ ' ·. · . . '·. 

A: l:~ thi! «;ours~ of thi:s .::~.ction in the'p3st. jtwenty-four .hours. there 
\.'.\ ... o~ly o;·H: knot.,, KIA. · · · 

~: .. 
~. 

t; : I \ I 

You d,, l\:1'-"flt on·~ known· kill~d in action? 
"!~~ t . ·~u~t l don,' t ha~,1 auy. confim.~t::i.on ~ 

Q: ~''he:-~ '~~ro:s t.h.:a ' A-:cP..ri.cans at the . t:im~ · th<1 t they boarded the ~hai uhi:>? 
A: . I d~Jl\ 1 t ' k..,o._.~·: · 

J '• • .. , 
Q: "{ou a~') ou~ known KL\ 7 is the::~ a possibility 'or :1nor:her ccnth? 
A: I t:olc! you th:i.t: any c:asualty figure:_s ~re tentative and .I do:1' t ~4n: 

t • ., su ~nt.:> it a~~y fur(:her because it could be ntisleadiny,. 
j' .. 

Q: Al~c~ thasa ~:tall boats 
n~J · S"!~:i h~1c~ . to the ·tHLSON.l · 

A: .-rhut 1~ t~~ :pl·~~~ 

goinB up to the baa.ch o.nd taking off l·L'lrineG 
' I I ~. . \ ... . . 

.;j '.; . . ,i 
. J 

Q: Any d~ci:;ion ' bl!e.n r:l:-~dQ !to lea.v'e the.rc ov.:srnisht? 
. · ·· A: _ l s;tid ·c~1at: 'the op(!r.:lti6ns &Fe ·'·c.ontinuins J ~hrough thoa' jn1ght, 4ad th(;::'~ 
~:~ . .n· r.·l.!:::bcr ·of ·c.!if,!ciLmt optio~s. · · · 

0 . · . ' • . •' , I· 
· · · • r . 

•. Q·: ····lf ·.Y~U know tlitl.l: a C<:rt~:ii:\ ." tl\T-1\C;er of paopic:. WC't'(: ~~Ut'.dcd • . that f{~~r.<: 
· i~ not t:()!.n .~ . to bu r~(~uce.d any,· :t.t can onl.y in~rea!:c. l-:by ctln't: w~ l:..:t.Ve U.e 
.:,...,, .... \ .... rt,. ... ,~~-~? ~ ' · · ' ---. ....... .... - -~'· ... ~· ·" ·· . 

' . 
~· Bec.,\u.:;~ t do noc p<J.VO! <1 proper . fibure to 'eive you. I will giv~ ic co 

~: t,"'!"lolt' s ' the:: proper figure? 
\:h:1 cr.n'·t "'e l~.un th~tt that nu.mb~·r 

.:'.: 
1 

I t:? ~ti ~·ou th.l t the r~.~port 
\:.,}~nt!~c; th•it ~as the. w.orcl. boa used. 

· ... · . . 

If fOU: do kno-w ' th:lt 
is wour.ded? 

I 

,froa the h~licopter . . 

. .. ( 

p1lot ' sa1d that t:.'lr.jl' ~=-~ 

Q: t.."h~n y..-,u aaid :\ nU::lbilr of choi:)p.ars wera tul:n~d b:1c:k, 'W<~r~ :fOU t.1lk!~:; 
:,h~t~t cho:.,;>~·-:~; t;h4~ \:~n:: in try'$.\!& to ~xtr<lct: ·. che main force'? 

,\: "i~;;. .· 
. .. 

Q: i:a\•.! th~re. b~cn any· y{sval gunfire str11tes or &~ir support stri!;es 
!.n N ~cp~c::-t '~h~t cl~op?a-r op~rntion? 

,;\: \:c:;;. .. 
q: ·Art! thi!y con:;i.nu!n:~ now? 
A: l a~id op~rations ar~ continuing through the ri1ghc and this o£!ers 

:~l~~· ;!;:t~r~nt· op.t.ion~ to t1'l..: r.1.an -who a-re, in chargQ • . . 
I 

Q: 1 .1:.'\·\~:'\ t.h»u~h tl\ll ~h6~per~ w~ra turned' back by 
nil: ! p1r.t\~~ ,\0\.r":\.l 

A: l \:ould not r.01y they , ... ~'t'e pinned · do\11\. . . 

ground fire. t.hc l-!:lr!.~.e~ 

. 
i 

4~ t:.Jw \.:.;)uld you c.lc;;crihe it? 
A.! 1 \.:v\!ld sny they .::-rE'. 'there on · the beach \ll'aitins to be extr.lctcd .by 

MOllE 

. .. 



... 

.... 

( 'l'hifi .. i.S UO't ·a verbatiM . transcript) ·4. 

Q: Could you giva us a mo-re detaile-d cbal:actcrizat:ion of how heavy 
fire is that they are r~cciviug? · 

A: No, it's ·itnposGible for me to ellilltdcte:dzc it i it's heavy but 
intermi~tent and I can't r·eally tell you s.nything more than I know. 

j .• 
.Q: . ,··could you 'eiatify one ,Point on the wo~de.d, you ~entioued that the 

. helicoptcr·had been hit goins in,and on leaving that it . was carrying gany 
wour.ded. Did tha 1:. imply that these people were. wounded a6i the helicopter W&S 

a~ it ~as co~ng ~n. wounded.+.atcr in eombat Gr wounded during evacuation? 
~: I cannot answer that. que~tion. · · 

t • • • 

Q: ·Have ':L'lY other helicop'tc:rs bE,an hit o'r sh~t d~-.m? 

t-.it: 

A: . In the fir$t wave of hel,:l.coptera, ·three werQ downed and two ~~ra disabled 
but wera ·able to fly bact<: to their bases - .one f ·lew bac~ . to its base with one. of it:s 
engilleS shoe: out • . Of tht ··t'WO choppers that ware. dis:s,bled b.ut were abl~ to make. 
it back to their base,. one: made. it bac.k to at1 island - I d~n' t 'know ~!'.e na=.~ .-- · 
some disbnce. Wi.t;:h its .£-u.U .. load of pa.ssengars; .tha ot:he:r had disch~get! th.e:. 
Marines at: Koh Tang; ~o.th of thea mada it back · safely even though they • 
were. damaged. ·• ·· .. · 

. . 
. Q: 
A: 

Beyond t:hose ·f'S.ve".J bave· others be.en damag~d or shot down? .. 
Not to my kuowledga. 

f . • • 
I . ' : . · ... • >.;. ·;· •• 

Q: 
·A: 

I • • •• 

The one that we 'talked ahou.t, the ~26, is t:1'1.at :Lne..luded. in the t:h~ea?' 
' Yes. : .. . . 

• • . I 
Q: (inaudible) . · ·· . ... . . . . : ·.. . . 
A: ; ~Te tried · to: ge:t them ~u~ as fa.st:. .as we can. after the~~ was no nr::ed 

· for thE'.m: on the' island.. ~ 
. . 

Q: Was that t\.alicop.tar going to l~nd in. a aepa'l:ate .ploc& from the. main 
body, ":o:as ::hat its miGsion - the one. that .had ~he many wounde·d on it 

·-was that going to a different plac:.e that:i the main bQdy'l · 
A: It was going to · exrr~ct these Marines; that was ' itn mission. . . . 

f • • • 

Q: iBack up, earli~r, in the first v~va Ye had .o~e that went .down with 
25 or 26 on it. that got separated from the cain body. Was it headed to a 
different location or was it the fact that it was hit that caused it to depcsit 
its 25 o= 26 in a diffei:~nt loco.tion? · · · · 

A~ . The· first one that was hit was do~ed about 100 feet offshore and 
1that vas the one with the cre'Wit\3.n who sat on top of the c.hopper in orc!er 
to ~an the radio for ~uite a few hours. 

Q: The others ~de. it to shore? 
1 A: ' The others' made it to shore, apparently. 
these because the information coming in sometimes 
takes time to sort 1~ out. 

. . . 

I have to qualify a l~t of . 
is .a little conflictins and it 

· Q: They ~ade . it to shore; are the wounded among this group or it's an 

:. ~fORE 

ent~rely different thing? 
· A: I'tn talking .about this one group, yes. , 

.. 
' . . , , . 
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·. 
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('rbiJ' J.~ ·nut a v~rbo.tir;, tr~mu:ritlt) 

t I 
I 

' s. 
. '\ 

(;: . 'I'h~ Scr.r'=·:.~cy :ln.·.lic:lt~t\ that r:t.~. Th.:1i boar. cam~ f.r~t! Ko:::.,o::6 :;~:,:; ,. 
\.-!~~· ~-·«!:~ T~~ H.\:in\t~ U\:rtc; t.o Koh T~n& if :it w:~s known th~ crc·~en h:h! bctcr. 
!:. ~:~= ;---..:·t:tt Sor.\? 1 

, 

;.: i·~c:au5~ \.:~ la;1d t:ot.:.::! Q'llidi:!nce th:lt il'ldicatcd thn:; th~y had or-e::t p.,rt • 
..1':. !~ .• ~t ,;a,,: n1~ht on thi! i~l;).ntl of . !~oh 'l'c!ng. : 

' .• . ' . ' . ! \ 
'<: \,.\5 it ~:"?~Ct&!r.t th:lt th~ tr.~n we1:~ on th~ isl:md or w~!'a iJ: belie·,~~! 
t.h"~ \.•c:u in 1:um1'ong So:a? · 
;.~ u!l\·!cm~ty \~t.t '"'~:·'"~n' c our~; l.'e tho'!&'ht tb£:y 1~igl1t b<~ ia. bo~h pl.;~~~. 
-:-~·c:-ltl it_, t'h~ S~<':rcta=y s:1id tl1nt the little boat was c:omi::a n~'?3r\:r.tl:.t 
::-.~ ::.rin l.:lnd. .. • · 

' I ·I 

t::: .\r.d ho al~o said ':i.Pllarently fr.o1:1 Kompon~ Som? 
4·,: !t\d t' tl tl\tl c~llnland. 

. . : . I . I . . 
Q: t.o y~u· new ·know \-there. i.t was earning from?. · P.ave. you c:ltlrift.cd th.:.: 

=~:l ~ t~~'='' r.hd Si'~'t"Qtn.cy srJck.:!? . · · ... 
• \: t. ::o. I ' I f • 

Q: ~ou don't know for sul."c. \ll.etl)er · the- cr~ ... , \o"aS in Y..c:tpor.g. Soc a: :tny . . . 
• I - i I. .. \: 

t~ ~l~U 
to! !'J:::; 
!'.~..lJi~.~ 

~:_,~> l bav~n' c ~l-"lc r.im~ to t!.O into th:tt: ' fl."anl<lj." It wa~ l:''.ll!h r;o:-c !!::'~t:~::.~ 
th.1~: . th•'l)' .w~r~ ti~ttt•, nl:tve, hack. ca . the abip, r.::.1nntng thiiir :ih1~; tt~ 
\N•r~ f:!.J~<"i! Ul'J ::1n.d th-1}' ~".l:~ On tll·~i'l: .w:r.y bztci~ t:O th~ f'Ol."t th~t tht~y '-'<::".! 
t\l'r vbi"n th\!>" \Jera ::.o rudely in~crrupte<l. . · 

~: !hCI 'thai beat: C:!:<!e fror:a Kompong So:.1? 
.\: It SC!t'!Mud to con.:: frl.,~"l t.r~t diract:ion. The n.r..'Gt \:C h~.ard or ~~:!".I b~::~o: 

!:: ~:B ._.h;n .... ~·hrt3'l:d a. ro.~pol."t &a.ying th .. ~r.}'s a small boat c:o::i!ng ar:d ~e C3n 

so:.:: ot ~l•it~ fl01g. '!!-,.a n~:.t 1.·eport sai\l l.:t= can e~e :30 white flas~. "r.1e:n !t 
r~U.:\! <ul!:!c:. an~ 1( you rccatl~ C\.'\ny~ tr.an:r ' houra ago, th•l minute th~ . :1:~!p;.~r 
"! t~~" -~·"::t.:.ln . d~:ttl."oycor 1•lencif1E-..d th~m as cre~nl!n of t:he r..;e~.:h.:u~c ~h!?. r 
c.,~ .:::~~:1 h··re nnd t\lJ.:! y'>u ~lu~r.? t:are 30 ::md a9 i.t t:ul."ncd out w!•e:n ~hoy 
t:~~.1n =.:c.~\!,~t!na, it . turn~d out thnt they lo:er~ o.ll there. 
. . I . . . I. 

Q: 'Ca:\ you i~end.fy th~ u1.1ic of 1-tarines in this oppraticn'? 
~I 

I A: ::o. 
. l 

I • 

~: Thcr Scc:r~t~1ry s:&id thol.t l.rhen the bo~t ca::d up it \.UiS .as>p.lr~ntly ny!::.l 
!\:. t~8--~lt:.ltc). cot:-.bnc: ~cclon. You c!on't rem~bur thac? , 

.!o.: . l Jon't re~.:tll that' })hrasa ~nd I cou~dn•t' explo.in th~t:. \ 

l~: l!~ 11.1e:::ad t~ think tbolt it "'33 a Ca=.bodian 6!fort . to srop c.o:::lu.t .a.:t!o~ 
:~~~~=~· it. t 

. . .~.: !: :it:'ht h;lVO! b'een·.becaune sor.~e; reporc .vc .received icdic..ucc! tr..'lt he~ ::>.:~..! 
~~ • .t.: .:he: ~id.r·re:or ->i r.hc ~~rchant. ~;hip said th.:1t if th~y let: hi~ cr~.., ~o c:~r : 
r.~ "''.:\:ld c:\ll th~ b~:~bint~ oJif. It: \l.•.:ls all earblc:.!. I von' t a;cand behir.d cb.4:. 
:.~.·.! l .!.;):\' t thi:\:: t.ho S.!crctary -would at t:his po.Lnt. 1 · ' 

Q:· "' ~-r.s.:1: t:a~ the na~~ of this op~racion"l 

t-:OR.£ 

0 

J 
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'· 

' I .. 
'· 

j 

. \. . 
. ('Ihi~ ·is not a verbatim tro.acript)' · 

I . 

•I · 

. .. 
6. 

A: I assume ~t ~as not a Ge~ious question and· I'~ forgive it at this 
hou-r. We ha~ no time· ~o give it a name to the be&t:' of my kno\orle.dge.. . . 

' . . 
Q: It was indicated that r.ha Thai ·crew of t·he f·ishing vessal ~hic:.b b:ought 

out th.e 40 aeaoex1 yas pemitted eo so on: its way;· is that correct· and if so. why? 
A '·"- t•' . . . .. : "uy n~ .• . ... . . . . . . . . 

. . -
Q: the point' 'of the que.stion vas why wasn't any attempt t .o inte-rro3ate 

them;' find out ·whs:l! tht!y -vere ·tol.ci; 'wn.y they w~rf: t:h.ere;. whe1:e. ·they ·cau.Q frco? 
A: I ·don~ t knot.:. They said they \ra~t:ed to stay· on the boat and head fer 

Thailand and I ·asa.ume the skipper of the de..">troye;r w.:tshe:d thel:l ••cod Speed. II 
• • I • ' ' " • • • 

: Q: It is 'not· ~eri.fied wb.el:'e the boat·· came fratn· o·r ·how the e.rew"tllen. happened 
to be put on that. boat; ho;.~ they . hnppaned -to be wi~h' the. Thais? · .. : - .. 

. A: I'm su-re wqen. t,h.'is merchant vessel reac.he.s. the . port that your local . 
. correspanden~ ~ill in.ter~ogaee them iu full. . 

Q: What. ·did the. Capt~ teil. the -- · · 
A: I hon.e~tly do not know. Th~ ~nute t;he cAwmen -were all safe and on 

thei-r w_ay, 'all.'my .att.ention.· .. turned to ' tile M.:n:.'ine·a. -. . . ' 

. : . . . ... .. . . .. 

: .. ' .. 

. · , . .. . . . 
. . 

.. 
• 

•. 

.. 
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I • 

Q: As of 3: JO this :am·n·tnz. y()u 'PI.\t the · coRAl. SF.A 
~!f - ~i ~~h T~og. . 

9(l ).inut,i<:~ 1 cl!.l!$ 
I . 

o~\: 1 :..JlJ ?5. rnll~!i :lad p~:occh~di.ng at: 30 knncs. 
, ·'. I . l 

Q: "fh.u: ~c>uld put ·tilem ~ff shore. ab(,ut 6:30 th~~ ntorL~tn~. Th·: !·!.:lyQgu"•: 
~J:l un«!.:tvn~· ;\: !.. :ItO. .1 • • 

A: I)"~. t . l'1a.,uinr m"~ on ~tid tim~. 1. may b&Wt: • &Otten th~ inf;Jr.l!:l!; Son 
· ~t~ ·h(,;_.:- l!\ti.'r, :;a •hm' c •l1:aw ~ny conctusi.on::. frou1 that.. Sh~ \las. ~hoe&\ I ~o~ 
t~•:.: :!1-:!.Jn::,acicm, th~-ic (!is't~nc.a. p-roc,.1<Hl.tn;; at t.h~t sp·cect nntl ~h,.• kc:pt c!ot~tn~ 
t.~ :..~.! _a:-: sh~ ~-w, ~•he W~i~ l.J.unching IJ l:m&s, et.c. · 

Q; ~ou i:u:,.,~red th~n that t.''c:: o~cr.'ltion of axtract:i.ng :hese .M:,r!h~~ 
1..1 r..>t ;;l,)in~ as Sf-'0\lthly." u:; i.t h:td hecn anticill3te.d? · . . · 

A: t can • t :.'nsw~r · that question bec:-.use you're asking :me t:o tell you 
h,:)l.l th.e C~:r .. '!!.lnJ!~g Otficcr tt1ere t.ril~ ilnt:icipating ho~ a:hings would go. Y~u 
n!;;~lt :J!h•\!ul.lt'•t,. tha~ . maybd th~y falt ch:c.\t: it: would udd 3 safety fncto.r if 
:h.-, Cu:UL SE.A \ol'.'\~ clont:lr t .o· the·· isl::u.ld b~eausa it wnall.e:\ .ohort .. '!.t\ th{" diGt3nce 
! ~r t~t~ l·c.:~cue h~ ti~~pt:ers, , ~ · 

I 

Q: \"l."~u wc:-r .. , .h.:wtng tro,Jble nxern.cting • thP.m, j\J~t from t1~c f~ct' th.:lt 
t!h)So\ rc.ttiCt!C h(•t!cOpl:i~r:; Wt':l~\:,' drlvc:n otf. ·I . 1 • 

A:.'. \:,1u e.'\:\ k{~.-::ll n:>king tl1at. quf!st:ion. a dozen, timPH n!Hl ·,T.' ll t~t.l 'JO•a 
t!1:\:: chr. C,\&H:racih&\ is ci>nt..i.nuing; · t:h!i.t;. we- \.f.:Jul.d likP. co ~et. t:J-,,-~. off itt. 15 

· :'lt:lu:•.::t, · ...... f c.·otrt:.'a'~ but we t~;:,· to do . :l.r'. safely. ' Som~tjmr:s to 'tio . thln:;~; 
o;.,! ... ty r~quir·l~; "'xt::-~ tim-c. I 

. ' 
1 

Q: '_ l's 1::: p~·s.;;lblt-. · that they ·wil,l h:tve .to i;e··""Y. ~b.cp~. bcrood· ntght=-.·~1~? 
A: ·.t \.:vuld:t' t. ri1la' i,t out; \ 

, I I· . . 
Q: lt-.To>ul.! i:: ::he~ '1)~ po~Gible to cY.r.rnct thGm ~t n:lsht ·at' _uoul:t 1;: be 

s:ou.: h ~o rj· J ii l:icu 1 c ·~ 
. .' A: 't t>alJ Ol)l.!rations -.\re continuil'ig .:tnd antong these op•!ra tim~~ are 

:;:':1:1 . <>?!:~.l.ns .~o:.·. tl~e p~\o~l.a . who ar~ _conduct11.1g tho ·cxtr;ctiOJl oper3t1ion. 
I ' I , . . . • ' ..., 

Q: A~~ y..,u colng 1 'to have .a full chronologically of this w\1ot~ incide:tt · 
· ~~ '-'•~r~ told la!>t rlight that you would have ·it, point-by-point. tbP. t!o!.n3 

d :\.! ~·.rcry.tlt l~13. . ; . · . 
.. A:, I thi.n!< ""~ .can put one together. I 1can s;ive you something r.nw on it. 

" -' IL .... :;ol J~:lt co back a little bit • . It's Ot'le of those you might forztv·e CH! for 
~.1yb~ h:.wins a lot of holes in the stor.y because as the night \o.'ore on ·ao ~1d !. 

' o I o 
; . 

·' I , . . 

L~t·~ co b.1ck ; to ·wedn/esday e\·ening. At 5:45p.m. ED1'• ·'tolashlngton tJD~, 
the JCS brl!ercd the 'Pacific .Got:'ltuand to affe~t the . recovery of the SS !·tAY.i.GUE:~ 
~nJ , thc. A~~ric~n c~~w. This, of cou~se, was done at the direction of :he 
t'r.·~sidtmt. l'l.11is plat\ called for ·boaJ;ding the M..o\YAGUEZ with l-!3rines .ft:•'>:"J the 
D~~t-:o\·er · £sc~rt the USS 11.\ROT.D E.Ro:tT .which was ·the first American wat'shi? 

• I .. . . '· 
c.., 1.·~a.:h. th~ are3f. . . . i \ .. :I' . . : · · · 

' . . . , . 
~ . , . . 

Alco pa=t of the 'plan c.all~d for 't-larines to be landecl by haU,:o;>tcr a::. 
Koh t~ng Island . to· rescue any crew n1embe-rs of the merchant vessel. th-"lt t:ds:tt 
~I! th~r~, 'ro support th~~e opeT.a c. ions, Navy,\ tactical a:trc'taf t fron th~ C:1:ri-=-: 
COR.\L SE.\ and Air Fot"c,e aircraft were ut:lliz'ed, includi~S CORAL SEA air stri;.:~~ 
on n1lit.3cy t~'lrge.ts in th.t.~ Kon1pong Som complex, Not~ to put the M3t'L'1.;:s abo~::d 

. , ·I . . 
f t f '. • • • • 

.. , -M<)Ri~ 
i, 

--



r 
t 
l· 
I· 

I ,, 

• l 

. ; 

'· I .. . . . I 
'I 

I 

I 

., , 
8 • .. 

'I 

I .' 

. i, 
I ' • 

the Des~royer ~scort, the MROLD UOLT, 
, Dest1·oycilr and t~ d'ebou,:k thl:) ~n:1.t\e9 by 

on the HOLT could ;not· sup,po~:t a Cll-~3, 

:large helicopter. · : 

it W4S MCC4:i:l.ry ~0 hov~r OV<ir t'\1e 
ro~e ladder because ~he helo porL · , 
':'hicb is, . as you lmow, a very 

I • • : . ' a~ .. 
4 • • t 

•rave YC?u al.l''seen pictut:es of thlll ,HOLT? Lee me ge·t· a copy to show you. 
I . . ; . 

Q.: Ca.n you tc;J.l ~s · t.he r;_u;se of tho en-53? 
A: It d~pends, l: .undernti:i,nd they c.t~:n go 200: mHes .bttt .t:hey like to 

·keep it,d·own ~'? .. 125-lSO .and thet\ it also . dep~nds: o~ .whether it's fully 
l.o~~ed for combat or not, s.o it'a·a long tan.ge h~licopter a11d a. ~ety big 
one. . Tboy were used q1.dte a. bit . in ·the evacuation., .. if you r.emember. 

! . . • .' • • • • • • I . • • • • • 

. Q: :now many battle .drcssed Mari~ei do ,·t~ey ·e~r:ry? · . . 
A: Call·the. duty offic:~'r aftor this, be's ·s.o~·. ~11 tliu:>se basic facts. 

The first helicopter approache~ t~e island ' abou~ (t20 p,m. and re~eived 
UtUltiple hit9 ~!='Om small n.ms f:f:t'e. During tho. f;t,:sr 'fl~li.copter il'l.se.rtion -
the first wave --·we· l.a.nde~ 135 1-!.cJ:.t'i.n~s· · on ·the is-la:nd, , : · ·. . · 

. . ~ : ! . . . 

(Shows· ~ic: ture of ,:h.e, HOLT ·and the helic:opt~f." J:;;~.nding port ·which you .. 
can see is only · int~nded for small' ~la~; · choppers- a.nd ·no·t these. giant O'l.les. 

. T~is is a photog~~ph of the. WILSON. which is with .the ROL~~ a thousand 
.yard~. of.f sho:ce right no..r, n.t' th.:i ':t,slarui of Koh' Tang~. a~\l til.i.s.'1.S the VEGA . 
which is also -one of . the ships in the. nrea.) . . ·. . . . . . . 

.. · . · At 8.~20 · p~m. EDT• the' Destroyer Escort HOL'r: c·~e along side the 'merchant 
vessel AAYAGU.EZ and ·ten min.utfts later d1e. Harine·g, bqa,rded· the· vessel with no 
reslst:ari..:e, ·After a compie·te aearch o£· the ship .. i.t V~as dE~te.rl\l'l..o:ed t.hA:t' th~r<'.:! 
w~a no · one ~board. AlthouSl:h some· citirul:s mada earlier, from cru.it.e a.. d.i.st:aJ.'\ca ... 

. . 

· bad indicilted that th~re -were o. .f·ow ·tleo!)le on boar.d 11 A possible eXPlana,tion 
of this is that the '1-ta~ines fo·und in.·the l~it:c.tlen sotl)e- hot:· tea and some ~-1arn 

. rice, with some plates, which indicated t.ha¢ so1ne: :p·C!opl~ had · been. . dining •ther~. 
they might have Clamb,e-red o_ft t~e Shtp·; • • • I • ' 

' .• I . . . . . · . 

Q: Cambodian guards perhaps, sentries? · . . . ~: 
I 

.. . A: Yho know~ .• 

At any rate., after. they made a thorough seiu·ch of the: sh±p because some 
thol.lght that t .hey tnight. have been do~·m in the hold·., at 9::30 p.m. an 'hour afte-:= 
they boarded, the Marines ran up the An1er1can flag on the MAYOGUEZ and one ~a~t 
of . t·h~ mission had b'een acco!Uplis~ed. . · · . 

• I' • ~ 
•' I 

. At 10:45 p.m. EDT, the guided missile Destroye-r USS .H. B. ~LSON. 
reported a small boa~ approaching it, apparently from. the·mainland, displaying 

· a white f;La.g. You kno111 thereat of ' that pa-r:t- of the story,. of ccurse . · 
• • • ' t 

I think as far as the :cnronology is concerned, that sort of brings yo~· 
prett~much up to date. ·· · 

Qi You mentioned there~re several lar~e warshi~s in the area. Can · vou 
tell us what thev are aside from the two destrovors7 • 

· A: You 'know about the· CORAL SEA. · .•: 
•' 

• • • ! .. 
I . ... 

'L 
Mbi~ 
. \~'.) . . ,.. . . 
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l1.1li& is not a: ver)>4tim t1:'4l\8C:l:ipt.) 1 9. 
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. . ' . ·', . . r . '! .· ... 
Q~ ·You r.t'.:.u.tioned the VEGA, \o~hac's that? ~ 
A1 That'~ ·a. rofriJ~arator · sh:f.p or. a food supply ship. f She jt,lSt h3p

penc<l to be in thta are.J.. She -was the second one on' the ~cena. she llapp.e:::·!l!. 
to be in the a.rea and while sh~ 1~ a food supply ellip Dho does· cnrry some 
deck guns •. ·· ... 

J • " f 0 · , ' ~ • 0 

Ql Was she i.nvolved 1~ any shelling? • 
• ·· A: Not to my knowledge. The other ships there; Destt:oyer, TilE USS 

· GRIDL~l. Destroyer, nAUSELL, Destroyer-Escort LANG, ~nd there are a couple 
of other ships that are. not yet ' in the area· but .w~re appro~cb~ng it and 
~hey may be turned back. ·· 

. I 

' • • # 

Q: ll.o-w about g'iv'ing us the tiOl$ of that statement that none other than 
the 26 had left'! We've been talking in here for a while. 

A: As of 7sl3 this morning. It's not an official time, it's ~y time 
when I heard it. · 

.. -. . • 
Q: Were there auy other 

airfield that was hit2 
targ&ts -in the KompoogSon area besides the 

.. 
. · · A: The runway was cratered 

·and 17 planes were destroyed. 
and I ~h~nk some. . . • ~ng4rs ware .hit 

Q: Euc ut.l•~r tluu\ that .tn· th~ ·&il:'fiold area? 
A! Not .to my .knowledge • 

. 
Q:· Were port facilities, etc? 
f'= I don·'~ believe so, .. 
Q: Where w~re the Air For~e planes based ' th3t. we~~ participating iri· 

.these ope-rat..ions? . . 
: A: I d'idn' t; stop to find out. I was i.nterested mainly in the actio:l 

in the area of t<oh Tang. . ' · . · · 

0 

·Q: Do you know what kind of ordnance they are Iaying down? 
A: All kinds. 

i I 

Q: Including bombs? 
A: You mn~n at Poh Ta~g? 

., 
Q: Yes. • · 

. At I don' i kno·o~ 'e."tactly but I know they changed the type of ordnance 
mission, whatever they use they carried depending on what the pal:'ticular 

for what they <~nll su_p-pressive firo. 
I • 

.. .·· 
~ . . 

Q: Is it ~rue that most of tha Air Force planes are based in Utapao? 
At You luiow p~obably mora about that than I do . Fr~nk, and I can say 

bonestly, . r.an't ~? o .. ., that 

'· . END . .. 
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;;. .. (This ls not a verbo.t:.tm .trauacr.ipt.) 

.DoD Ne•.,..s Brieftng 
Thur.sday, Uay 15, 1975, lQ:20 Q.m. 
(ASD/~f>.. T.aitin) 

- ' 

~. 

. ~ : 

The c.>;tract:lon py hc~licopter of the rt!maining American.<; on Koh Tang 
·Islau.cl.c,ont:l.nucd ·after da1:k. At·9rl.O a.n,, l~fJ'l.', Washi.ngton t::imc, the last 
h~:.lfropt.er brou~~ht out a. numbt.~r of 'Mllrines and helicopter crcwlnen' , .. hich 
it 1.s believed are the J .. ast· of th~ security ground f9rce on the Island. 

. • • i 

· . They landed 10 lllinutcs later .on the: deck of the CORAL St:A wh:!.ch '''as 
8tation.-~d. about 10 tuiles off shore. M<umtimc, the USS HOVr. ai1d USS WILSOt~, 
both dc:st.royers~ and .lo~s thar!. 1,000 yarda off shore ~ill co~1tinue t:o search, 
close to ·t:hc l'slnnd, ·unt.f.l a. final TllUfJt:C.'Ir of .p~:!rsonnel. aboard the Carrie.t' 
CORAl •. SEA. and the destroyers WILSON. and UOL7' conf:i:rms that all Harincs and 
he.l::I.covr:er crc!:..,mc.n at:c:~ aceoun.ted for. 'rh.e. tnust~r is expe!cted to be completed 
befor:e. n.;>on todf1y, Washirlgton tine. · 

1 

.. 
I 
I 

·· .Q: no you· ha.ve Dny report on ~asualties? . 
A: Any accurate r.epo-r't on casualties will. hav·e. to :remain 

·muster is completed wl'i'ic'h should be within an houl: or so.· 
until the 

' I .. • • , . 
! 

Q: Is there any xenson to believe that nny people are ::nissing? 
A: l: don~ t want to go into ariy acc.ount. of. casua.lti~s until the 

is co1nplet.ed. . · 1 .. 
'Q~ Are. any he.licopt,er m:i.~:s:i.ng or pre.sumed down? 
A: I went into that before. 

'.·. 

'' 

muster 
I 

Q: You ment:f.oned the one kille-d in. actioii, but sa.id it was not .fully 
confirmed • · 1 

A~ That • s r:f.glit, whc~1 we fi~::i.sh the ·lnustar we t..d.~l them be in a 
position to determine the co.Ruulti,lf;, · · · : 

#" 

• . J . . 

.Q: t~aG Cb.is ~:mt:ract:!.~n. ctn~ri-ed' -ott<:· with e-ontiuuin~ h~a\l'y fire? 
4-: ·r.:don1 t have ·that inforpation ri.ght now. 

~ . . .... "'•• "';,· .. 
Q: Do. you have. any't:hing on .C~rubodian ,lossos?' 
Jl:.: ·No .... ., I 

( 
1. 

Q:. i~ere tlte'y all·evacuated by h.eli.copter? 
A: Yest they were. ! Slli.d the·· extraction .continu.od after dark. 

. . 
Q: \~hat time waz the. f:.l.r~;t. successful. ·fl:i.p,ht. in? 
A: .£Ul l 'c.:.tn t:e.ll· you now. is thnt the fll:st heUcopter that wetit in, 

on the bas:f.s of info~1uat.ion I have~ ,.,o.s after. darlc.. on the Island. 

Q: \.Sere~ they all extract~i by helicopter or clid so~H~o: go off on boat? 
A: Apparently tha r.emainin& securit)t gr.ou;1d forces were evacuated anti rely 

:by helicopter. 
. I 

Q 1 Ho"• l.argc was ·cho Catuhod 1.an forcr: , em tbe . Isl<.md.? 
A: 1 do not know. i 

MORE 
··-: 

•. 
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. (this .i.s not a verbatim transcript,) 

; . 

q: What: ki.nd of arn1s did they have? 
:A: Small calibr.e is the only \.zoy I can describe it: • 

. ·I ..... 
:Q~ Any 1Uortar.s'? 

·;A: Al.l I'm aware of :f.s small calibre, but lots of it •. 
. • 

~Qt t<i'ore. any KI1me;r Rouge fo:rc.~G taken prisoner? 
lAl I have. :no knowl.~.dge of that, ' 

·i . 

2 • 

Q: Were ~ny of -~he cl1opperc hit: on tbis latest series Qf sorties? 
At ·No.t to 'my knm'lledgc.. There's a lot of detail that I didn't want 

. to v1ait to get, I. thought you. might he in~e.rest:ed in knowing tbis. 

( 

;Qt Ani you platn.l:ing to s1.ve. US today SOille coherent, folJ.ow-up ~·rap-up 
·· on this'? 

~A: I t~ought I ·gav7 i.t to you in .a reasonably coherent fopn about three 
hours. ago. 

·-

Q1 \<1ere the ~iarines returning fir.e while they were awaiting the l1elicopte:rs? 
A: I d011 't know. As· I say there are a ·lot of details involved itl. this 

closing e.v~ct.iation that r .did not: even st.op to inqu'i~e about, 
• : • • t • ~ ~ • • 

area? 

; . . ' . 
·Q: t.;tere any of the 1?1aues sti.ll firing at the Island? 
A: ! don't .. know.. · · 

• 
Q: Are thar.e .any other carriers ,in. the area· or proceeding tot·mrds t:ha.t 

A: Thede 'tV.ere several hou.rs ago • one or. tl-10 carriers, that I beJ.ieve v..·as 
proceeding in that area but· they were consi.derable distance away. So I could 
riot·. say that they .._!ere even in the area. and I don't kno~tr where tl1ey are n.ow. 

Q: Did ·any·-of the Fo.,r.~~f~ return to Utapao or any place else in Th"iland? 
A: I don 1 t .have any' knowh1dge em thnt., I ~uu; inorc coucerned with the action 

arou\1.d the Island of Koh '£.'lng and concentrated on that • 
.. 

Q: What is the number that was rc-;~o~ed from the Island· to the CORAL SEA? 
A: I wc.•uld s~:y about:· 160. ·· · 

Q: t.J'as that the 'total .landing part.-y? 
A1 No. it: was not •. ~· 

Q: When c.an·we expect a. further update? 
At As soon. as I have anything to g:i.vo you which should be about n\.10n • 

l' ll g1.ve it: to you. 

Qt Y.'roru tlm pic.ture you gave us a couple· of houra a&o • what happen.::d 
thn.t tu-rned it u.rou1'ld? 

A: 'rhac' s your imvrl,st.:ion, l 'm sorry you tlid get that impre!;sion from 
my ~arlicr bri cf i.ug. 

Q: You said the initial hclicoptel!; going in were driven off bv fire. 
A' I said the.; OIHH:atJ.on was ~ont:J.nu1.ng after da1:k and there w~r.c many 

optioiis OlH.:n to tho m~n who wore handH.nr: the extt:Bctton. and ona of thotr 
·. 
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· ('!his' is a ve.rbt~.t:bu transcript,)' . 
· • l ~ • . · · · I 

options t:url_led ou~ to be bighly ~ucc~~sful, apparently. 
' ·, 

Q; That was what? 
. As I just 'tini.elu:;d telling you. 

Q: Was it: just the hclicoptal·s ·or were there othe4 means? 
A:. I just said they were ta~cn out by hcl.icopt;ex:. 

.. 

\ , 

Qs Arei there e'ither: destroyers shelling the, Island or are. our pla;1es 
hitting the Island? 

. . A1 They arc not now, ~s far as I ~1ow,· sh~llina the Is~and. Whether 
they. d·ld before,· those are. the chinss' that: I'vo got to catch up with •. They 
certa:h1ly were propa.red to do it if' U(~casss:ry. ·' 

1 . • • • 

Q: Was the 'opcio~ to we.it until darlc to .talca then1 off? 
At No, this was a. continuing operation. 
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The reason why the President will send his report ~~. 
On_~ 

to Congress.as required under the War Powers Act, ~~~~~~ 
~~;:.-11. 

by 6&20 a.m. this morning is that that time ........ ~ 

is 48 hours from the time that American forces first 
I.»W.. .:,X~.;£ IMltD 0.. $~ ~ ............. ..:t-~~ 
8t a @!Ei: urili g mt&l · • That action 

consisted of some of our tO•& .... jet fighters shooting 

in front of the Mayaguez in order to dissu arde the ~ 

Cambodians from moving the ship again. It is my understandinl 

that the ship had been moved twice previously from the 

time it was seized, and we did not want the ship to be 

moved into Kompong Som. 

The report to Congress will not be • released from 

the White House. 

~.~ .fr> .1~ 

f~ ,....,_.,......., 1 -bk 

~ ~ hu- h'~.L.c,. 

~ ~~~wjl:t-

ORIGINAL RETIRED TO 
SPECIAL DOCUMENTS FILE 

~,..._.....,-" 



THE: WHITE: HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 15, 1975 

The following telegram was sent to the President: 

The undersigned Republican Governors of the United States commend 
you, Mr. President, and the American armed forces for their courage 
in rescuing the American ship and crew which was seized by the 
Cambodian pirates. 

This example of valor and a strong U. S. fureign policy will promote 
the safety of American citizens throughout the world. We commend and 
thank you for your strong action. 

Christopher S. Bond of Missouri 
Republican Governors' Association Chairman 

Arch A. Moore, Jr. of West Virginia 
Republican Governors' Association Vice Chairman 

Daniel J. Evans of Washington 

Robert F. Bennett of Kansas 

Mills E. Godwin, Jr. of Virginia 

Robert D. Ray of Iowa 

James B. E.dwards of South Carolina 

William G. Milligan of Michigan 

James A. Rhodes of Ohio 

James Holshouser, Jr. of North Carolina 

J. S. Hammond of Alaska 

Governor Bowen of Indiana is out of the country and his staff would not take respon
sibility for adding his name. Governor Thomson sent his own congratulatory letter 

to the President. 



CARROLL HUBBARD 
CONGRESSMAN 

1ST OUJ'I'JtiCT, KENTUCKY 

4%3 CANNoN HOUSE OI"I'ICE Eluii . .DING 

WASH!HGTON, O.C. 2011115 
(202) 2.211--31111 

~ongrtss of tbt Wnittb ~tatts 
Jlouit of l\tpttitntatibti 

UfUJJington, a.<t. 20515 

TO: News Media 
FROM: U. S. Congressman Carroll Hubbard 

WASHINGTON, May 15 Rep. Carroll Hubbard, 

D-Ky., chairman of the 75 House Democratic freshman 

members, told President Gerald Ford today that he 

congratulates the President "upon his decisive and 

COMMJTI'EESt 

BANKING., CURRENCY 
AND HOUSING 

MERCHANT MARINE 
AND FISHERIES 

MRS. NANCY HIRST 
ADMINUITRATIVE ASSIIITAHT 

courageous action in sending U. S. Marines to recapture 

the American merchant ship and its 40 crew members." 

Hubbard said, 11 It's good to win one for a change." 

The freshman Congressman added, "Finally our 

American leaders have shown the world that we still have 

some guts and determination. Had we shown some fortitude 

such as this during the past 10 years we could have easily 

won the war in Vietnam and could have avoided the embarrass-

ment of the Pueblo hijacking by the North Koreans in 1968." 

-30-
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S!mTLY AFTER 10:30 P.M. T 

"1.---". 
NG IT WI TH W{li 'l'E nAGS ON IT • 

AT llt09 SEmtEI'ARY SC mm. TOlD 'lHE PRES:rD'FJifTHlT THE DES.rK> Yl!2 

WI~~SMAtL IAT WAS ALONG SIDE IT. AND BT 30 OF '111,E 

CRlilMEN OF THE MAYAG 11ERE COMING ABOARD'~ -= I ilb j:! 
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Sf;CRET/ SEN3f'HVE n1FAf f,N"};":' t::n 
~ !::; -. ..):, ,._,•·,.*'~·i-'!1~ ., __ .... 

t.n_ J t::,_.:~, 3.~ fbl 
1,.111~:~ .. ~':ci:-. ~'l1, 1983 

N/\;·;;'i, ,,~.:~ .1£WL~lf 

TALKING POINTS FOR CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION 

I am calling to inform you, on a classified basis, of certain 

dcvelop1nents with,regard to the sei~ure of an A1ner,ican merchant 

vessel by Ca1nbo8ian naval vessels off the coast of Ca1nbodia yesterday. 

The United States bas demanded the im1nediate release of the ship and 

its crew. There has been no Ca1nbodian response to this demand. 

As a precautionar)" n~easure, the President has ordered the 

U.S. military forces to tak.e certain actions: 

-- to prevent the r''unerica'? seamen frorn being trans-

£erred from the vessel or the nearby island to the Cam.bodian 

mainland, placing their lives in jeopal'·dy and restricting our 

ability to rescue them. 

-- to prevent reinforcen~ent from the 1-iainland of the 

Ca1nbodian fc:::-ces detaining the An~erican ve.ssel and crew. 

With these objectives in mind, the President has directed that 

U.S. aircraft should attcm.pt to stop the moven1cnt of Cambodian boats 

I; '- s 1 ' 1 a ,, i 1 -- ' • ' ' , • 
1 b h , h h 

1 "- e; .. c.. -·· .... I<L ..• ~-- •. • __ ..• !.,... ~Lh_~;_ etween t e s ip or t e island and 
~-

and to prevent movement of the ship itself 
the c~unbodiari n:-:.ail! land I Our lnilita rr corrnnande r s have been 

directed to use the n1inin)um force required to achieve these 

objectives. 

.. •' 

FYI. Yo\.t nl<t)' dra'.v r>n, hu.i not go beyond; the attached !act sheet in 
answc rin6 li uc stion!; on tL-:5 !::ul.>jcct. 
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May 13, 1975 

Status of the U.S. Merchant Ship Seized by Cambodians 

The S. S. Mayaguez, seized by Can1bodian Con1munist forces, May 12, 

is no\v about 20 miles outside the port of Kompong Som, just north of Koh 

Tang Island. The ship is dead in the water, and there is reason to believe 

that most or all of its crew has been transferred to the island. The 

ship is being kept under surveillauce by u.s. reconnaissance aircraft. 

As a precautionary measure, several U.S. Navy combat vessels 

have been ordered to proceed to the general area of Koh Tang Island. 

The U.S. has requested that Phnom Penh authorities have the ship 

released immediately. We have, so fa1·, received no reply. 

An NSC m.eeting was convened this morning. 
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Question 

In military actions to seize the captur-~U$ and 
rescue its crew, did you comply fully with U.S. law? 

Answer 

I did. Neither the Cooper-Church Amendment in 1971 (which 
prohibited use of U.S. ground combat troops in Cambodia) 
nor the prohibitions in later appropriations acts against U.S. 
combat activities anywhere in Indochina lim.ited my Constitutional 
authority under the circumstances in this case to protect American 
lives and vessels from illegal attack and seizure. The War Powers 
Resolution does not in any way restrict the introduction of U.S. 
armed forces into hostilities but merely calls for prior consultation 
with the Congress if possible and subsequent reporting of the fact. 
These procedural requirements were met. 

· .... _ 

PB 5/17/75 (revised) 



Question 

Some members of Congress have raised the sue that you may 
have notified butdidcnot'A-'eoasu.l.t 11 Congress before attacks started 
to prevent movement of Cambodian boats between the M .. i\.YAGUEZ 
and Koh Tang Island or between the island and the Cambodian 
mainland. Others have raised the issue that you did not 11consult 11 

with the Congress before you had already decided to seize the 
ship and the island forcefully and to protect the operation by air 
attacks on military targets. What are your comments on these 
issues? 

Answer 

From the very beginning of this operation, as our diplomatic 
and military actions developed, I kept the leaders of the 
Congress fully informed. On the decision made under a 
critical t:Une deadline to use force in order to recover the 
vessel and the crew, I discussed the contemplated actions 
fully with the leaders of the Congress and of the appropriate 
committees as soon as possible. 

As a former Congressman, I fully believe that it is important 
for the Congress and Executive to act together on major issues. 
That is the philosophy that I have followed since the beginni..'lg 
of my administration, and that I shall continue to follow. Neither 
one of us can assume the responsibilities of the other, nor should 
we try, but it is important that we should work together and 
understand each other's views. 

PB 5/17/75 (revised) 



STATEMENT BY CONGRESSMAN LARRY WINN 
WITH REGARD TO THE RELEASE OF THE GAO MAYAGUEZ REPORT 

11 ! think it is a partisan thing at its ·;verst. It is obvious 'rush' was 
stamped on page proofs he received at the same time the full report 
was given to the press, along with a news release quoting the sub
committee chairman. Neither I or the Minority staff had any time 
to go over the report or the news release. It was handled by the 
Majority without our approval. 

"Interestingly, Congress adjourned Saturday morning and the report 
was hand-delivered to my office on Monday morning and released Tuesday 
prior to the debates. I am going to call on the full committee chairman 
to look into the timing and lack of cooperation with the Minority. These 
had been non-partisan sub-committee hearings, but the timing of the 
GAO report's release and the accompanying news statement was totally 
partisan. 11 

# # # 
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On the Congressional contacts last night there was a strong concensus of 
support and no objections. 

. ------ -----~-------

.. ~ ....... ·-
l~ /-·. 

Arter the information was given to the Congressmen 

and Senators, the comments of the Members were written 

down by the Con ressioanl liaison staff and trANSmitted 

to the President. The President coundn't talk to ali 

every one of them, but there feelings were transmitted 

to him. This is consultation, or discussion. 

\ 



Q Has the President met his responsibilities under the War Powers 
Act to t consult with Congress b~fore taking any 
military action? 

A The consultations that occurred last night between members 

of the President's staff ahd Congressional leaders would have 

taken place if there was no War Powers Act, because it is this 

P~esident•s firm desire to keep Congress fully informed of 

his .actions regarding the seizure of the Mayaguez. -.We..~ tA.e 
'-..t&k./ 

discussion~ the appropriate way for the EKecutive and 
iJ\ LS\Ich. w w• _.....,.f~~ 

Legislative brancaa to meet1externai problemelut it is also 

fair to say that these calls are consistent with the wishes of 

Congress as expressed in the War Powers A•t• 

Qa Were the calls last night for notification, o~ for consultation? 

A• It was certainly more than notification~ There was discussion 

with the Congressmene and$enators and their comments were paased -on to the Prtesident. Our action was not limited io just 

notification. (~~ ~ ~ #t ~ "~·" 

(FYI ONLY• Rod Hills and Jack Marsh don't think you should get 

into a discussion of the legal technicalities of the War Powers 

Act. Leave that to the lawyers.) 
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May 16, 1975 

U.S. RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE PONCE (SEALAND) 

FYI The following Notice to Mariners was issued by the Defense 
Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p.m. EDT, May 12: 

"Special Warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to 
remain more than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia 
and more than 20 nautical miles off the coast of Vietnam including 
off lying islands. Recent incidents have been reported by firing 
on, stopping and detention of ships within waters claimed by 
Cambodia, particularly in the vicinity of Poulo Wai Island. This 
warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition 
of Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation 
of the right of innocent passage for United States flag vesselsl> or 
derogation of the freedom of the high seas. 11 

BACKGROUND: It is reported that the sister ship of the Mayaguez 
the Ponce, s on the same course to Sattahip that the Mayaguez was 
following when it was seized. The Mariners' warning is still in effect. 

Sealand Corp. has told the (State) Office of Maritime Affairs that 
it plans to continue its regular commercial traffic from Hong Kong to 
Thailand, but will skirt the area mentioned in the Mariners' warning. 

Q. Is the Ponce following the same course as the Mayaguez 
and if so, isn't that rather foolish? What is the U.S. 
responsibility for the safety of the Ponce? 

A. The warning to Mariners issued Monday is a standard means 

of alerting ships to possible dangers in an area. The final course 

of the ship Ponce is set by Sealand Corporation in accordance with . 
established rules of international maritime passage. We have 

been informed that Sealand has directed the Ponce to skirt the area 

mentioned in the warning, but that it does not intend to alter its 

plans to continue con1mercial shipping from Hong Kong to Thailand. 



-2-

The United States recognizes the right of innocent passage and 

of the freedom C?f the high seas and will act in accordance with 

those principles. 

Q. But what if the Ponce is fired upon? 

A. We do not expect that to occur. and as I said, the Ponce 

will be skirting the area. We have. by our actions, made our 

position and our beliefs very clear. 



bee: James Falk, Associate Director 
of the Domestic Council .. --.. .. 
Robert ~4itt / 
Republican Governor's Association 

President Gandd Ford 
Tha 14h 1 te ltou s e 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Ford: 

f.lay 19. 1975 

Pcr1od1cally throughout the course of Americ~n history, our Prcs1rlrnts 
have had to confront momentous decisions involving the dnploym~nt nf 
/\::1 e-ric an forces • In t h ~ s e t u r b u lent h o 'J r s c f dec 1 s ion • t h t~ q u n 1 it y n f 
the m<Hl 1n th~ off1ce of President of the Vnfted States 1s tcst(·d r·1rr1 
strenuously than by any other potential human situation, for the f~t~ 
o f Iii a n k 1 n d 11 e s 1 i t c r a 11 y s u s pen de d i n t 11 e b a 1 il n c e • 

A fev days ago you lh'ere conft'fHltE:·d by c,uch a test. The p1r<'IC.Y of t!:n 

llaya9uez in the \'laters of tcn:.e South tilSt /\s·ia constituted nn ~ct nf 
hostile provncation thttt could not be overlooked. At such t1nrs t.rlh 
:.:he C c n s t 1 t u t 1 on o f t h f:! lJ n i t c d Stu t r: '5 and the "' d g h t of /\ n n r i ~'>~ n i. ': > I i c 
orin ion f o c. us sharp 1y upon the 1 e i'1 de r· s h 1 o of om· Pre-; i d r: n t. 'T h r! ~ .. , :q· (' 
t r u 1 y d f~ c i s 1 on s w h 1 c h can i n no way b ,; shin· c d by an o t lw r. l h :• ,. e o n 
tH? only one President ••• one CO!lll.Junder in Chief. 

Your decision \'Ills not only the rf9ht ona to b-; !nade at thllt tfn•!t hut 
it also has been prt:>ven to have been the right one aftt!r tiH~ f,H;t. 

I 

I 111 o s t e n t li u s f ~ o; t 1 c a 11 y j o i n t h ~ v a s t 111 1 J o r 1 t y o ·f a 1 1 Am c~ r 1 c a n -; f n 
St1pport of your decision to re-l.iff·irrn the pr·inciplr:s of fl"f.~~~dom of 
t he s c a s , 1 n a ·nH\ n iHH' de v o i d of e c.c u i v o c <A t i on o a~ pot en t i a 1 m1 s i n t e r * 

prctat1on by other nations of the world, 

OIW: ml 

Kindest personal reqard, 

Ot1s R. Dowen, M.D. 
'Govcrnol· 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 12, 1975 

RON NESSEN 

MARGIVANDERH~ 
Follow:....up Question on Mayaguez Report 

In response to questions on the President's request for a report 

following the Mayaguez incident you may say that the report 

is being prepared by various departments, and will be presented 

to the President shortly. 

FYI: The report is now with the NSC Staff and may be ready as 

early as next week. There are no plans at this time to make the report 

public, since it is a report for the President. 

In response to questions along that line, you can say that the r 

issue of whether fhe report is made public has not been discussed, which 

is, in fact, true. 



THE WHITE HOUSE f..~-
wAsHINcaToN 

October 24, 

Ron Nessen-

As discussed, the attached letter was 
sent to all members of the MAYAGUEZ 
crew with the exception of Guillerno 
Reyes and Willfredo Reyes. 

One member of the Reyes family was 
killed in an automobile accident -
when it is determined whether it was 
father or son - both were on the 
MA YAGUEZ - an appropriate Presidentia 
letter will be sent. 

Trudy Fry 



. .. . 
.. 

VHITE HOUSE 

W ASIIIXGTON 

October 22, 1975 

Dear Mr. Sanchez: 

Before any more time passes, .I want to 
express my admiration for the courage 
and steadfastness that you and all the 
members of the MAYAGUEZ crew displayed 
during the seizure of your ship. 

The accounts of this incident which 
Captain Miller and others have related 
to me leave no .doubt in my mind that 
you all performed magnificently. 

I wish you good fortune and smooth 
sailing in your future endeavors, and I 
hope that we will have an opportunity 
to meet personally some time in the 
future. 

With personal best wishes, 

Mr. Juan P. Sane ez 
546. Ellington Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94112 



I. 

Ju!le Z 3, 1975 

KISSINGER AND ';t'HE B-SZ' s 

Q. A Parade Magazine article of Sunday, June ZZ, asserts that 
Secretary Kissinger was in favor of carpet bombing of 
Cambodia during the Mayaguez;- incident, but that the President 

. decided against so extreme an action. Can you comment on 
the veracity of the report? 

A. The State Department denied the charges made in the story 

on Friday, June ZO. I would have nothing further to add to 

their statement. As .you know, we never discuss what transpires 

in NSC meetings, including what decisions were reached or how 

they were formulated. 

."t. 

--~ ---
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CouriblPraiSeii 
· Ford:-fbi: Sa Vi ri~r 
"MavaqUeztrew·· . . 

BY ERWIN-BAKER . 
.... ·Timn a .. ...._CIIMt 

. ;~~ ... --·-: .. l- " .. _ . 

. ~.i\!t .. international.:.: incidentr p10re · 
:rs. Ulan .&.WO .miles.. frQm:.Los Angeles 
~generated fat~; more: i.Jlterest iit~ the 

City·Colincil-·Mondayithan · status 
'of-l~.,eiWit. ;.-. :• · ~· 

t. .. • • ··•'T ,;.;-;-~~~1 .. -~ ""·•~==-~-"'-'' 

'!: QveJ~.\hi~-st~nu.ous. oppciSitip;l'k:~ of 
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-ligence/Ship',:PI2ti0-;:0ff. 
-. Takingc tliat line, CouJW~.P.tesid1ent 
Ferr-ruro Ym.~la~~~~~R~J'mroMtilv~ 
young'" tG . . • 

''The fear imd 'danger. cowd-have.~·tbe. · 
same," F'erraro saiEk~When you.-niake a decision,-you look. ·' 

. at history}~ "" ~~: ·: . -;~;.-:,;.·;:~~~;; :· . ~"-4-ik~~-~ -
. Ferraro· also- rertunded YarOslavsky~r''time· andtiiue~; .. ; 

. again actions are-brought in .:~to the ~cil)-co!nm~n~tingu;: 
·Israel for its valiant stand· agruiJSt,_overwhein:Ung 99gs. ~ . · 
the Middle East."'~.\#:, :=-::~-1 ~~~?'·<;'~-~-.,~ . _.' :~';;_~;:.z.% .• -
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HONG KONG (UPI> -- THE AUTHOR OF A BOOK DiALING ~IIH TH£ MAYAGUEZ 
INCIDtNT SAID SUNDAY PR tSIDtNT FORD USED ALL DIPLOMAtiC CHANNtLS OPE!' 

j TO Hit1 IN 'l'RYING TO S"S:CURE THF. REL!!:AS! OF THE AM!RICAN CARGO SHIP ANI I ITS CR ~t'i. 
· ROY ROWAN nMt MAGAZINt BUR'U\U CHIEF IN HONG KONG WHO WROTt "'IHF. 

FOUR DAYS OF
1

MAYAGU£Z1 " DESCRIBED AS "HARDLY FAIR" A CONGRESSIONAL· 
. R!POR T THAT FORD GAV£ •LITTLi W£IGHT TO INDICATIONS THAT THE 
CAMBODIANS MIGHT B~ WORKING OUT A POLITICAL SOLUTION." 

"WHAT INDICATIONS?" ASKED ROWAN. "'lH'€ PR!SlDtNT USto:D W£RY CHANN !i:l 
OP£N TO HIM~ MAINLY TH~ CHINESE. THE NOl'~S Wi.Rt Ri:TURNED 
UNANSW!R £D • " . . 
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0907AED 05-13 

!:H:A089 
B CZZCRYYRQYYVWX 

:tBULLETIN 
iSHIP SEIZURE A069 2ND lEAD 

WASHINGTON (AP> - THE UNITED STATES WILL FLY ABOUT 1t000 MARINES 
TO THAILAND IN THE CRISIS OVER CAMBODIA'S SEIZURE OF 
R U.S. CARGO SHIPJ PENTAGON SOURCES REPORTED TODAY. 
iLT906ftED MAY 13 




