The original documents are located in Box 14, folder “Lebanon Crisis (1) of the Ron
Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 14 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

This Copy For

NEWS CONFERENCE #513

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN
AT 11:00 A M, EDT
JUNE 18, 1976

FRIDAY

MR. NESSEN: Let Janice Adele pass out these
statements. They are self-explanatory, and while she is
doing that I will give you whatever other little information
I have.

The President had a meeting this morning with his
National Security and diplomatic advisors beginning at
8:30, it lasted about an hour. The attendees were the
President, Kissinger, Bush, General Brown, Dick Cheney,
Jack Marsh, Clements and Scowcroft., The prupose was to
review the situation in Lebanon and the plans for the
evacuation.

The President has cancelled his trip to Iowa
because of the impending evacuation and the situation in
Lebanon. Mrs. Ford and Jack Ford will be going in his
place.

The only other thing I have to tell you is that
the bodies of Ambassador Meloy and Counselor Waring will
be arriving at Andrews at 4:20 tomorrow afternoon and the
President will go to Andrews to pay his respects. The
Cabinet meeting, which is about to begin -- and I think some
of you are in the pool to see that -- is a long-scheduled
Cabinet meeting unrelated to the situation in Lebanon.

Q Can we go file?

MR. NESSEN: Yes.

Q Will it be discussed, Ron?

MR, NESSEN: Let me find out.

Q Will you read the statement?

MR. NESSEN: Due to the continuing uncertainty
of the situation in Beirut, the President has directed the
United States Embassy there to assist in the departure

by overland convoy to Damascus of U.S. citizens who wish to
depart Lebanon at this time.

MORE #513

()
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The convoy is expected to leave Beirut Saturday,
and American citizens are being alerted both by the Embassy
and by broadcast on the Voice of America to be prepared for
departure at that time, if they so wish.

The remains of Ambassador Francis Meloy and Mr.
Robert Waring have been brought to Damascus overland. They
will be picked up by a U.S. plane and returned to the United
States, arriving on Saturday.

Only those Embassy officials not essential to our
continuing operations will be leaving Lebanon., The American
Embassy in Beirut is to remain open to continue our efforts
to help bring an end to the strife which has brought this
tragedy to Lebanon.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron.

END (11:10 A.M. EDT)



10:20 until 11:12

Kissinger
Scowcroft
General Brown
Marsh

Bush

Clements
Hyland

Cheney

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

NSC has just informed me
that Habib was also at the

meeting.

gay
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June 20, 1976
Fdliowiug sent by Secrétary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld - : . ' o
RO4: SECDE" | ‘ | ‘ - |
. TO: ALL’CdMHANDS ?é‘?lél?fTIﬁC ¥ THE BEIRUT EVACUGATION O'i“CIi'.hTTEO‘Y
President Ford has asked that his thanks and congratulations be extendad
for the successful completion of this operation.‘

I offer my personal .9p scli SuiOﬂ to those meabers of the U.S. Armed Forces

who have participated iu the successful evacuation of U.S. and foreigm

,p&&SOuﬂul from ths city of 3*"rut. . & ’
A high degree of coordination and cooperabloen have been evident throughoul

the operztion. The mission was successfully asccomplished and those
hV%i able for evacuution enpear to have safely reached the U.S8.8. Spilepsel
e

Grove, Donald Rums feid. -
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EETRUT EVACUATION : . ’ X ‘
Chrencloony . , ) ’ .
20 June 13576 - ’
(ALl times bascd on preliminary reports) |
0123 EDT Execcute Messzge
Dispatched
0230 ZDT Speigel Grove arrived 3 miles off Teirvut Beach .
0310 EDT LCY - 1634 Dcyartnu Speigel Grove {or Beach <
. . . Y ..
0328 EDT LCU Peached :
0333 EDT LCU Raop Lowerad to Embark Evacuces
i
0338 EDT 105 evacuces on Board LCU. Evacuces ere being loaded
0402 EDT 120 cvacuees zbozrd LCU., Attempting to verify cvacuses still
in hotel.
0407 EDT 176 evacuees on board. LOU losding seatisfactorally. Ne
' further breskdown available. Reported 2 WEC, 2 UPL, 1 AT
reporier{s) on beaah among evacuees. Security remains good.
©a7 0436 EDT Have 'been 'nxovMﬂﬂ that last bus has arrived at owbavk cite.
' Presently 272 evacuees on LCU.
0442 EDT . LCU . départed beach
0447 EDT TAround. 270 evacuees-on board LCU verified.. Report of no
' remaining evacuszes.on beach. .. . ’
0452 EDT:-LCV. preseatly 4 &Ou'yJVGS,vr critSpeigel-Grove rand-closing: = .
Hedical -status of evacuses: -
1 evacuee with breken gim E
1 preg woman
! 1 child gt breas
' 1 aged
' 2 dogs
{ 1 parakeat
i N . " ) . . s,: ) B . ¢ .
0455 EDT Dus te swells in the arca aobark of evacuees on gecomodation 1add:.
not ceousidered safe. EV&CUW“Q to be on loaded in well deck, LOCU
advised by security force (on Beach) that, only evacuees ou hand

when left, there would be no more gvacuzes.

L] PP I
0508 EDT LCU was advised by convoy radio that once LU left beach there woul-
be no wmore aevacuces :

At B o ot g e i A G L T

s e mrrramem st e e e o *
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0512 EDT LCU entered'Speigel Grove well deck. .

’

0543 EDT Speigel Grove relcased and evacuation operation

.

Vo o

terpinated,
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BETKUT EVACUATION

Chronology Lo
70 June 19?6 )

(41l

- 0123

023¢
0310
0328
0333
‘0356
0402

0407

v 0636

04462

Q64T

- o452

0438

0508

.EDT LCU Ramp Lowered to Embark Bvacuees

times based on prglirminary reports)

DT Bxecute Message
Dispatched

EDT Spelgel Grove arrived 3 miles off Beirut Beach
EDT LCU - 1634 Departed Speigel Grove for Beach

EDNT LCU Beached

ey . % Wity 71

EDT 105 evacuecs on Board LCU. Evacuees are being loaded

EDT 120 evacuees aboard LCU. Attempting to verify evach&as still

in hotel. i

s

EDT 176 evacuees on boaxd. LCU loading satiqﬁactorally

further breakdown available. Reported 2 NBC, 2 URI, 1 AP
reporter(s) on beach amcng evacuees. Security remﬁims guod,

EDT Have been {nformed that last bus has arrived at esbark sise,

Presently 272 evacuees on LCU.

EDT LCU.departed BLeach. -

EDTT Around. 270 evacuees:on board LCU verified.- Reportof no

rewainloug evacuees . .on beach,.

"EDT:LCUlpresently 4;400iydrds . from.Spelgel-Groverandr c!e; ngIn .

Medical-status -of evacuees: =~

1 evacuee with broken arm ”

1 preg woman -

1 chillg at breast

1 aged

2 dogs ' : ;

1 perakeet : :

~.

EDT Due to ewells 1n the area, debark of evacuees on a;

No

oﬁa“icw ladder

"not considerad safe. Evacuzes to be on loaded in wa a1l deck. 1CU
advised by security force {om Beach) that, only evgcuees on hand

when left, thers would be no more evacueas.

EDT 1LCU was advised by convoy radio that once LCU 1eft beach there would

be no more evacuees

3
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0512 EDT LCU entered Speigel Grove well deck.

0543 EDT ©Speigel Grove released and evacuation operation teréinated.
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BEIRUT EVACUATION:
FOLLOW -UP

Now that the Americans and others have léft Beirut for Athens

are there any plans for further evacuation of American citizens?
As you know, we urged all Americans who wished to depart to do
so and provided the means for their departure. There are no plans
now for further ‘evacuations. Of course we do have an embassy
staff in Beirut and should the situation deteriorate to the point
where further departures are necessitated, we are prepared to -
take steps to assist Americans in leaving.

»

On what basis did the President make his ded sions? To what
extent did the assassinations of our diplomats contribute to

the decision making? -4

The President had to consider a wide range of alternatives in

making his decisions on evacuation those who wished to lea.ve;
This was not a simple case of getting American citizens out of
the country nor was it prompted simply by the tragic deaths of
our diplomats; there is a very serious security situation in |
Beirut. When we decided to join efforts with othérs who already
had or were in the process of departing (French, U.N., British)

it was not a question of whether to evacuate but rather how to

evacuate given the situation at the time,



-2~

The President's choice ofi&f/éia route as opposéd to the
convoy was bﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁute to
calming the situation rather ‘than exacerba:c;ng it. And I
would remind you that no one zwas forced to leave; we made
available the mear;s for those Whé wished to take advantage of

them.

Q: What has been the involvement of the PLO in the evacuation?
And doesn't the President's tacit acknowledgement of the part
they played elevate their status in the eyes of other nations?

A We received assurances from all the parties that those we
were assisting wuld be able to depart sefely.
(Only IF PRESSED: These assurances were received through
third parties including the Palestinians among others). As to
whether the President’'s remarks enhance the position of the PLQ,

I would say that you have to look at this operation as basically

humanitarian with a dangerous situation on the ground and not

rea&%beyond that, We appreciate the efforts of

all those who helped in the evacuation. : ~
Q: How many Americans are noWin Beirut? In Lebanon? ~
A We cannot pin dow n the e:’iact. nurrber of Americans in Lebanon, but

reports in the press that there are 1800 in Beirut are exaggerated. »



{(If PRESSED)A closer approximation would be 1400 in IL.ebanon of

which perhaps half are in Beirut),

What is our attitude toward the Pan Arab force that is moving
toward the airport to restore order?
QOur position on the Pan Arab force remains as Secretary Kissinger

gtated last week . I would not want to go beyond that at this

time.

b
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DPC 137
TRANSCRIPT OF PRESS, RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS BRIEFING
FRIDAY, JULY 23, 1976, 12:58 P.M.

(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

MR. BROWN: Good afternoon.' I have two
announcements.

Available in th9w°f§i¢er%$,the statement of
Fred C. Ikle, Director of ACDA, before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. -Mr.‘Ikle appeared at
ten o'clock this morning, and h& discussed Senate Bill
Number 1439, which would reorganize the export functions

of the Federal Government in .the civil nuclear field.

I - - - - - . J—

Second, James J. Blake is being sworn in this
afternoon at 4:30 as Ambassador to Iceland, and we will

have his biography available at _that time.

Questions?

Q Yes.

A Yes, Jim.

Q In Belgrade the Yugoslavs released Loslo

Toth, a Yugoslav-born American, from prison. One, do you

have any comment on that?




s

A-2

-

Two, do you héve any comment 6h‘the remarks
by our Ambassador, Lawrence Silberman, who said he
was criticized by the Eastern European section of this
Department for his efforts to free Toth. He quotes
the Eastern European section as saying, "I was being
undiploﬁatic for pressing the case."

A Jdim, I do have something to say on that.

I will take your second question first, if I may.

i me e w

No, it is not true £ﬁ&%;Amb;ssador Silberman
was reprimanded at all. There was never any question
of reprimanding the Ambassador?;:aﬁbagsador Silberman
has done an excellent job in keeping the Toth case
before the Government of Yﬁgqslavia and in finally
securing the réléase of Mr. Toth. )

Now, I think the main point to bear in mind

.

is that all concerned offices and officers of the

State Departmegt have been actively and continuously
involved in the efforts of the Government and of the
Embassy in Belgrade to secure Mr. Toth's release.

I'll just mention a couple of things. On
more than forty separate occasions senior U.S. officials,

including Ambassador Silberman, Deputy Secretaries



Ingersoll and Robinsan,- Counsellor Sonnenfeldt, and
Assistant Secretary Hartman, on instructions of
Secretary Kissinger, met with Yugoslav officials

here in Washington and in Belgradé - tﬁéir‘purpose,

to urge a prompt and satisfactory resolution of the case.

I will just also mention that on innumerable
additional occasions the Embassy in Belgrade and State
representatives here kept the matter before the Yugoslav
authorities in the most forceful- terms. . We have consistently
made clear that the highest levels of this Government

regard Mr. Toth's case as a serious obstacle to the

VRS e - g

improvement of U.S.-Yugoslav relations.
Q Fred --

A May I say one more thing, Jim.

I S

Finally, the Secretary has been fully informed
of the Toth case and has been coﬁéerned and involved in
its satisfactory resolution sincé€”its inception.

. Does that answer your question?
Q .-Well, you answer a question I didn't ask.
I didn't say he was reprimanded, and I don't think he
directly said that he was =-- quote -- "reprimanded."

What he has said was that he was accused of being 3f‘

undiplomatic for pressing the case as hard as he did. -



A-4

The question is there seems tp‘have been --
although many contacts -- there seems to have been
some cross purposes and he was -- to get away from the
specific legal term of "reyrimand“ -= he was criticized
by this Department. Is that the case?

A No, that is not accurate at all. That is
not accurate.

Q Not criticized? 1In fact, the Department
was pleased with the way _he dealt with the matter?

AA The characterization of Ambassador
Silberman having been criticized by some level or
another of the Departmentwié‘fﬁgééuréie; |

Q Was there any fault found with the way
he went about this?
m*é:H sg.-ml‘;hink I have described to you how

all levels of the Government cooperated and did what was

possible under the circumstances to gain Mr. Toth's

. release. And I think you have to bear in mind that

he has been’released and he is on his way back to the
United States, which is the outcome of our efforts.

Q The immovable object has met the
irresistable force. How do you explain theAAmbassador -

who has been praised for the way he conducted this case,



A-5
which is what I understand that you are.doing -- feeling
that he was criticized?
A What I am saying is that we feel
Ambassadbr Silberman did a good 505 in keeping the
case before the Yugoslavs and representing very forcerfully
our position. A lot of o&her people did too,’as I have tried
to make plain. I think it would be very inaccurate
to say that there was any lack of zeal or lack of
interest on the part of the State.-Department in pushing

the Toth case.

Q Will there be ény action by the Department

e

SRR

at any level taken now agéinst'£;£QSsaddr‘Silberman for
making statements such as -- quote -- "To these people
diplomacy is agparep?lzﬂghg pgggivevpursuit of American
intérests, and I don't accept thaﬁ“?

A I haven't any idéa on that, Jim.

- Q-- -In other words, That is a possibility --
that there could be disciplinary action taken now
because of hié public statements?

A I have no knowledge of any kind of
disciplinary action.

| Q Did he violate any rules, written or

otherwise, by going public with this internal dispute? -



A I do not know whether there are any

- -

written rules on an Ambaésador -

Q Unwritten?

A Written or unwritten rulgsygn an Ambassador
making a press statement or expressing his point of view.

Q Have the Yugoslav authorities or the
Yugoslav press had any comments about Ambassador Silberman's
conduct? |

A Not that I am aware of.

- -

Q Do you know whether he is a career man?

A No, Ambassador Silberman is not a career

Foreign Service Officer.

- A

0 He's a former Deputy Attorney General.

What was he, a special Deputy?

P Nt

A" 7 I think he was a Deputy (Attorney General), yes.
0 Was there any internal dispﬁte?
A Internal dispute in what sénse, Marvin?

: Q Did Silverman say we ought to move a

iittle faster and the Department either ignore him or
move slower?

A I am not informed of the give and take
over the last year in devising our policy with regard

to the Toth case. I really cannot answer that. I do



e : o A-7
not know about the question of dispute. Certainly
‘alternatives must have been discussed.

Q Certainly what the émbaéSador says then
you'r2 not challenging.

A I really do not want to get into challenging
or refuting Ambassador Silberman on the nuts and bolts of
how the case was handled. I think I have really tried
to indicate that a lot of-people cooperated in what

ultimately has been a successful effort in getting

Mr. Toth released, and I think that is the main point

OIS

we have to bear in mind.
Q Is the Secretary of State among those who

consider that Ambassador Silberman has been doing a

P - ~ - . .

great job in Yugoslavia?

A I think I have aiready éddressed that.

—— @ - I'm asking wheth&r the Secretary of
.State personally has said this.

A I do not know what the Secretary of State
has said directly to Mr. Silberman, but I do know that
the Secretary has supported the efforts to get Mr. Toth
released and has been fully informed and directly

concerned throughout. S



Q No, I mean in this combination which
you expressed about the feelings or about Ambassador
Silberman's conduct, is the Secretary of State associated
personally’with this commendati&né

A I am sure he feels that the Ambassador
did a very competent job in, as I say, keeping the case

before the Yugoslavs and pressing it to a successful

conclusion.
Q Fred, on another .subject?
A Yes, Jim.
Q Can I just fiﬁiéh this one please?

T et e g

The main object,‘getting Toth out of jail, is

now fulfilled. Does the Department of State plan any

further action?

——— - - e

A Action with regard to what?
Q In the case.
e A - With regard to Toth?

Q Well, in rega:d to the Yugoslavs who put
him in jail. |

A Not that I am aware of. I do not know
what action it would be possible for the United States
Government to take. I do not know of any appropriate

saction that we could take now that the case has been



appropriately resolved.

Q Why was his detention, when he was under
detention, an obstacle to better relations with
Yugoslavia —-- because he is an Amefiﬁéﬁ,ybr is there
something specific¢?

A It is our view that he is an American
citizen. Of course, the Yugoslavs did not recognize
that fact, and we were not given consular access to
him. .We felt there were no grounds for his being
held. And I think it must be clear if there were forty

high level demarches made on this subject, not to

(T P

mention the numerous other ones during the period of almost
a year, this had to be a bone of contention between the

two governments,. which. I think-has been now resolved.

Q Has he been held for a year?

A I think it was August '75. Let me check
that. - o

0 Almost a year.

A Yes. August 6 of last year.
Q Just so we can get our definition of
terms right, would it be correct to describe these forty

high=level contacts as American protests? ;ﬁ“‘w”
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e i

A No, I do not think you wéﬁld categorize
all forty as protests. There are many ﬁimes; as you
know, in an Embassy overseas when: you go into the
host government and make your position clear. Now,
that is not a protest. A protest is reserved for very
strong language.

Q Were there any protests?

A I doAnot gnpw whether any of the high
level demarches could be properiy ciaésifigd as -- quote. -—
protests -- unquote.

Q Why is takinq'axpiéture of a sugar factory
considered espionage?

A That is the interpretation of the
authorities in Yﬁgéélé@Ia; and I cértaini§ would not
hazard a guess as to why that was considered espionage.

Q Do they have anggher'concept of what he

C e

was doing than industrial --
N A I have no idea.

Q Did they drop the charge or pardon him
or terminate the sentence?

A I understand that they decided he was not

a Yugoslav citizen and therefore could be deportei. That

is my understanding.
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Q " Whéere is he now?

A He is on his way back’to the United
States. I think he gets into New_Yo;k this afternoon
and then goes immediately on to Denver. That is his
hometown, Denver. |

0 When does he actually leave the security
of the Uniﬁed States officials in Yugoslaﬁia, when he
boards the plane? Or is he under U.S. official
association or security dgﬁilwhé;éééuélly lands in
New York, and is a free man.

A You don't.mean,gggprigg;.you prdbably
mean protection. |

Well, once he is in an airplane traveling
over international territory, if he is traveling by an
American carrier I presume that it would be considered

under American auspices, but I doubt very much that he

—— -

haérany kind of special security once he gets on board
that airplane.

Q Do you have any more details on his
arrival in New York?

A I donot. I don't have a time. He is

arriving in New York this afternoon and goes immediately

U . YR Ty
S 0%

to Denver. Arrival in Denver at 6:50 -- that must be ff
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Denver time -- in .the .evening. Yes, it .is local time.

Anything more on‘Mr. Toth?

Q Can we go to the fLé?

Q Can we go to Eﬁans and Novak?

Q. That's the same question.

A Yes, who has the -~

Q ’The question, Fred -- in this morning's
paperer. Evans and Novak; with a.great wealth of
details, maintain that there is acute concern in the

Administration over the possibility that the PLO and its

[ L

leader, Mr. Arafat, are hgldin§~Aﬁéricansvand other foreign
nationals as virtual hostages in Beirut. Is there
indeed such qqécg;n-ﬁe%ﬁaip the Administration?

A I went into this in some det&il yvesterday
and gave you our reasons for poéﬁponing the -evacuation.
We are having daily exchanges with all the parties
concerned regarding the situation in Lebanon. We are
not going to ﬁalk about these exchanges or éo into any
other details until the evacuatioﬁ is completed. And I
would just like to underline that the evacuation will be
completed, and until it is over and done with we are

simply not going to go into other aspects of it.

(Continued on page B-1)



0 Fred, the question is not about the
exchanges, the question is about our appraisal -- the U.S.

Government's appraisal -- of what is going on. And with
all respect, we are talking about %t iéésf'the safety
and possibly the lives of a considerable number of Americans
including officials. |

I wonder whether it is proper to refuse all
comment on that. It's a serious question.

A I know it is a serious question and I have

given you our explanation of the situation.

SRS e e e

I am not going to gqiinto-speculation or any
digression on it. We expect the‘éQacuaﬁion to be completed
and our paramount aim is to get these Americans who wént
to departi_pptﬂoﬁ,Beirutqsafély; and as soon as possible.

And I think it is worth mentioning,also, that
this is not only our concern, bﬁf the concern of other
nations whose citizens are in Beirut, and they share our
purpose.

Q The major thrust of the column, or
the column certainly underscores how importantly the PLO

figures in this rescue effort -- this evacuation effort.

A Yes.
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0 So first let me ask you if»fouf daily
exchanges involve exchanges with the PLO; and if your
response is what it has been until- now, how cankyou not -
have daily exchanges with the PLO if, indeed, as you see
demonstiated in this column again, the PLO is a wvery
direct part of this situation?

A Barry, we are in contact with the various

parties who are in Lebanon. I am not going to be specific

and I think it has been stated previously, that we have not

had contact with the PLO. 2And 1 @am not going to expand

on that, , '”:wf‘-?%r.—fk .
Q Is that still true?

A It is true. We are engaged in talking to

R sl -

all the.parties.
0 But not the PLO?

A I think that has been _stated and made very clear

before.

Q No -~ you just said that today.
A I am saying we are in contact with the
various parties that have an interest in the situation

there on the ground. We are making our judgments based



on what information we receive from them and we are
making decisions with regard to the evaquatiqn on thé basis
of that information.

And I am not going to expand on that.

0 Fred, don't you think the PLO is on the
-- one of the pafties on the ground?

A I am not going to go beyond what I hwe said

so far.

o) But you said, "All the parties" and the
PLO is a party. T S

Are you in contactvwith the PLO through a second
party?

A """ "No; I am”just going to stick on what I have
said, if I may.

0 But Fred, can we be clear about what you have

said? I heard you say simply that it has been said
Agefore that we have not had contact with the PLO --

A That has been said.

Q We know it has been said. That's true, it
has been said.

A Right. P
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0 But you are reluctant towsay now that we
have not had any communicaﬁions with the PLO. Is that
Where we are?

A No, I am not reluctant a£hgli;

" Q Well can you tell us -~

A I have said that we are in contact with the
parties concerned, and we are not going‘to go into details
on those contacts, or provide any other information until

the evacuation is safely carried o6ff.

And I think that is a very. understandable

position on our part, not to go further on it.

Q But will you énswer the question whether
there's --

LL-*awItwis~understaﬁdable -- but my problem here is
that if we are in contact with ﬁhe parties concerned --
and I think at one point you said "all" the parties

concerned éithough I might stand corrected on that.

And that, ergo, means the PLO.

A I have said we are in contact with the parties
concerned.
Q You said, "All parties.”

A Well you can say "the parties" or "all parties".
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Q You said, "all."
A All right.

Q Which would include ~-

Q There is no problem later?

A And I am rot making that inclusive, or ex-
clusive. Right?

Q But it becomes inclusive. It becomes inclusive.

0 If you say, "All parties," you are talking about
the PLO. It becomes inclusive ;:M££ére is not -- there is

no way, there is just no alternative.
A Let's just -leave-it.the.way we originally

stated it: that we are in contact with the parties concerned

and we are not going to go into any kind of detailed

— - e . - P

discussion —-

Q Excuse me, my notes say, "All the parties
concerned.“_ . )

A Well you can leave your notes that way if

you wish,

All right, let's just leave it at that.

0 Could you repeat for us that the United
States is not in direct contact with the PLO?

A I can repeat that, yes.*

* gSee subsequent clarification on final page.



0 You ééﬁﬁf
A Yes.
Q‘ Well, fine. So what was t?e bigﬁfusg about,
| a moment ago? |
A All right.
Q "Not in direct contact," is that the word?
A Tha£ is correct.
Q Now, can you tell us whether the United States
is in "indirect" conﬁact with the PLO?’
A Joe, I am not going to go any‘further than
what I have said. All right, ;Ep:sviest leave it at that.
We can quibble all day on "ail," "exclusive," "inclusive," or
what have you?
- But I think it~ is really pretty clear, just to recap:
Daily exchange with the parties concerned.

Not going to talk about these exchanges until

Y -

the evacuation is successfuliy completed.

And we intend to go ahead with it at the appropriate
time, based on our best judgment of the situation on the
ground.

Q Fred, I bet you think that does it. (Laughter)

Well, I have another question: The definition of

the PLO, you know, has alWayé been a slippery thing.
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A Yes.
Q So let me just make it very simple:

When you say we have not been -in contact with the

PLO -- we have not been in contact with
any element of the PLO? Is that correct?
A Barry, we have gone around and around on

this definition of contact, direct, indirect, etc. I

really don't want to say anymore on this, today.

Q But I mean, the PLO is an umbrella group --

A .Yes.

Q And its membéréhip‘bhanges as befitting a

particular situation or a strategic need.

PLO,

A Yes.

—— s e - - - -

Q Or other acts.

A Yes.

0 When you say you _are not in contact with the

are you not in contact with any part of the organiza-

tion that calls itself the Palestine Liberation Organization?

leave

A Barry, you know, I would just really like to
it the way we have it.

Q There is some dispute over whether George

Habash is in the PLO right now, or not.
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A Yes.”

I really cannot get into a dissection of the
various Palestinian organizationgb‘

Q Oh, I don't want you to;ﬂlmﬁui will you rule
out any contact with any PLO élementé

A I think we have ruled that out. So let's

just leave it at that. 0.K.?

Q Is the PLO acquiescence a prerequisite for safe
evacuation of Americans from Lebanon? -

A I am not going to go beyond what I have said

TV i - ww el

on this.,
| 0 Indiréct acqﬁiescence ?
A I am not going to go any further than what
I have said on-this.- -~ - .:—«-
Q | Fred, do you think that the PLO has an interest

on the ground?

e

A I'm sorry, Fréncois, Qould you say that again?

Q Do you think the PLO has an interest on the
ground?

A I am not going to characterize the attitudes

or interests of the PLO.

Q How about Evans and Novak now?

A 0.K., -Marvin?
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-

Q Are you hopeﬁul for an evaeﬁation imminently?

A I have no;inaication that it is absolutely
imminent. As I say, this is a question for the Embassy
to evaluate, and I have no indication that it is "imminent"
if by tﬁat you mean in the next twelve or twenty-four hours.

Q Would you say the three major methods of
evacuation are still under consideration ~- meaning ground,
air and sea -- and giving~§bouF equal due at this point --
equal consideration? | ‘

A At the moment, our planning is still based on
the idea of the land convoy,'Barry; D

We are not going to rule out other alternatives
should they prove more practical. But again, this is a
judgment Eéiiﬂwavthé ﬁﬁ5a§s§“i; Beirut.l A |

Q Yes.

0 If we are finisheﬁﬂwigh that, I have one more

question about the Toth affair.

A O0.K.

Q You said that there had been high level contacts
and that there had been high level support for the egﬁqggg
to release him. Q;"N T

A Yes.

A - Ambassador Silberman agrees that this is the



case, according tovthe accounts from thefé.

What he says, and you haven't addressed here, is
that the middle level of the State Department bureaucracy,
specifically the East European Desk, in fact opposed his
efforts and -- to use your earlier word --"Asked Kissinger
to reprimand him for his insistent efforts."

Is that true?

A That is not true.

Q Fred, do you have aﬁythigg to say about the
provisional government that has been established by Mr.
Jumblatt, in Beirut, or in Lebanonf.,c,__

A No, I really do not have anything to say.
about that.

" "7 How many people have signed up for the convoy
of all nationalities?

A I was asked that question yesterday, and I

was told that the number we gave for the July 20 evacuation
i; still the number we are carrying. I do not have the
number with me, but it was posted yesterday.
Do you have that, Barry?
Q Yes, it was, and it stated that it stayed the same.

A It stayed the same because we have not taken
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another nose count.

Now if the evacuation were to take place, for
instance,the day after tomorrow, there would be another
nose count and update. But we are not subtracting and
adding, hour-by-hour, Je+ ry.

Yes.

Q Fred, would you say that with each day that passes
and the U.S. is unable to_gffect an evacuation from Beirut,
that there would be heightened c§ﬁcern‘in this building
about the U.S. capacity to do so?

A No, I do not’thinkvlicould say that, Marvin.

I think our concern is already very high, and I

wouldn't put a time factor on it. Our concern is already

[ [ ) - e e

very sttong,

Q | Are there any U.S. Naval vessels in the waters
close to the Lebanese seaports, that might be used for the
evacuation?

A The Sixth fleet, as you know, has traditionally,
in a situation like this, been within call, Whether
it is within 50 miles or 500 miles, I could not say. But
I feel sure that they are in an appropriate position, Joe.

I cannot give you -- we do not reveal the pre¢ise.
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location, obviously, of the Fleet. Bﬁt’it is there.
Q What comes to my mind is whether or not the
preparation for sea evacuation mgy;be a factor in the
delay because of the land group being 5é£§ained with through
the PLO -- which is not satisfactory --
A I am not going to speculate on’that.

That is your idea.

Q Fred.
A Yes. - o
Q The United States, earlier, had a stated

position against the partitiogwgﬁ;Lebanon as a solution to
the civil war there? Does that position still hold?

A I would like to repeat what we have said
before, in-'answer to-your queétion -- that the United States

is opposed to the partition in Lebanon. So the answer to

that is: Yes.

- -

o Our aim remains a political accommodation among
the parties which will sustain a solution, maintaining the
territorial integrity, political independence, national

sovereignty and unity of the country of Lebanon.

o] Were you asked yesterday about this number two

man in the PLO?
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A Yes, I was, Marvin.
Q 0.K. Thank you.
A Frangois has one méré question.
0] Fred, do you have any comment to make ou

the two French nuclear tests which took place last month

on the 10th of July and 22nd of July? It has just been
announced.
A I have not seen -the.annoQuncement, Fran§ois.

Did that come out this morning?

0 It came out -- yes. Yes.

A I do not have any comment to make at this time.

Q Do you think you might have something?

P R -

A . Let me look into it, o.k.?
I was not aware of it.
e Q- ‘Thank you. - -
. A Thank you. 

[The proceedings ended at 1:25 p.m.]

*ADDENDUM TO THE RECORD GIVEN TO JOURNALISTS IN THE PRESS ROOM FOLLOWING
THE BRIEFING:

"To clarify for you our position on the security situation in Beirut, it is recog-

nized that the Palestinians are an important element in maintaining security in
West Beirut. Therefore, any arrangements relatipg to security necessarlfz %nvoives

them. W Thar 18 the wa ou should interpret what I have said.”
) yy j

In answer to further questions about possible contacts with the PLO, the Spokesman
said: "If what you are getting at is whether our policy toward the PLO has
changed, the answer is no, :

—



JULY 24, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary

NOTICE TO THE PRESS

This is to inform you that the reduction ofthe Embassy in Beirut and
the evacuation of Americans, which the President ordered last week,
will be carried out by sea on Tuesday. The following announcement is
being made in Beirut tonight.
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EVACUATION

Why did you abandon the road convoy for a sea departure?

On the basis of our exchanges with the parties involved in

maintaining security for an evacuation, it was decided that

departure by sea is the safest way to do it.

By '"all the parties involved' do you mean to include the PLO?

Slaks msu;scub s Loaie ad Srvhe UM%CI« m &

PO atthe L()Ld..l. Yevet-ot

Wh’f\—bﬁi

Does this indicate a change of policy toward the PLO?

No,

Does this mean that the President or Secretary Kissinger have been
in direct or indirect contact with Arafat on the evacuation?

No they have not.

But private persons and convoys go to Damascus every day by
road safely, Why couldn't you?

e ML
”



The security arrangements for a large number are necessarily
more difficult to assure than for a single car or small convoy.
The parties responsible for security advised us that the road

m WOMQA«(:L&

not #» secure, and the safest way to go ¥ by sea.

Will Ambassador Seelye be coming out?

That has not been decided, Mglegropdde bty

How many will be coming out?

We will not know exactly how many until the registration is
Com mastvtion \ast weol

complete, but mewgh-figures,indicate that about four to five

hundred are expected to depart, and of that total approximately

160 will be Americans.

How many were evacuated in June?

A total of 279 were evacuated, and of that 116 all Americans.
[Refer to State any further questions on details of the 20 June

evacuation. ]

Will you still reduce the Embassy staff? To what level?

Yes, the Embassy will be reduced to a2 minimal level of about

15 Americans, M)



Things are looking hetter in Lebanon -~ the emplacement of

the Arab League fcrce and some hopeful indications from the
Syrian-Palestinian imeeting -- why are we pressing for evacuation
now?

Because of the increasingly difficult living conditions, w \¥is ‘e\mzssaj

- adesoludn
Wto reduce the size of our Embassy to vt
o\ le . VSN
i 13+ I AL Circurin s, W=

also—want-te-loave—to-the—extert-peossibter—We contemplate

no such further organized departures and are therefore urging
all private Americans to take advantage of this opportunity to

depart under U.S. Government auspices.

Does this mean you expect the situation to take a turn for the

worse?

wjmmWWmemw

ecessari t we judge j

prudent in light of £ unpredictability
and difficulfies of living in

est Beirut to evacuyfe as many

o Wammnn  (oa ,-eﬁj, | ‘

You evacuated in June and now again in July; can we expect another

in August?



Did the PLO approve this evacuation? Have they guaranteed
safe passage?

We have continued to have daily éxchanges with‘:{:;;ious parties wnudlved
Irebedthe=Palestiniams in order to facilitate the departure

of Americans and other foreigners, Omthebasis-efthese

exehang es-we-kave decided-on-departurebysea. Weare

pleased that all parties have extended their full cooperé,tion ,

‘\\"\Ck\&kw QsSV A0S, 05 81 aular
to facilitate this departure. The situationui:s—&h'nvsb«idenﬁcai-éo

1 the June evacuation, includingthretssuwaneeofassusances Qff

safe evaeustion,

What will you do about the remaining people in the Embassy
should the security situation become acute?

We do not anticipate such a situation arising and I do not want

to speculate on a hypothetical case.
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NEWS CONFERENCE #5414

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN
AT 3:12 AM. EDT
JULY 27, 1976

TUESDAY

MR, MESSEN: The evacuation has been completed
successfully, Let me backtrack :from there and go to the
beginning and work my way up to the present.

The President came over to Brent Scowcroft's
National Security Council office at about 1:25 a.m, He
was dressed in a blue suit and white sport shirt. He had
taken a nanp ~-- beginnins about 10:30 -~ for about two hours
or so,

Shortly after he arrived there, NDon Rumsfeld
phoned and brought him up to date. At that point the
ship had fjust about reached the beach. The President
spent the entire period of time monitoring the evacuation
from Brent's office, With him, in addition to Brent, was
Dick Cheney, Jack Marsh, William Hyland, and myself,.

The monitoring took the form of talking directly
to Don Rumsfeld at the Pentagon, the President talking
directly to Don and in some cases Brent Scowcroft talking to
Don and relaving the messages to the President.

At approximately 2:25 Brent received a phone call
and relaved out loud to the people in his office the message,
which was, "Everyone is on board."™ Then, about five to seven
minutes later there was another call which Brent took and
out loudrepeated, "They have cleared the beach." They have
cleared the beach meant that the landing craft with the
evacuees on it had pulled awav from the beach. About
15 or 20 minutes later the landing craft reached the
mother ship off-shore, the CORONADO, safely.

0 “That time was that?

MR, NESSEN: I don't have an exact time on that
but it was about a half hour or so later:

The President then placed two phone calls, one
to Phil Habib, who was the head of the task force at the
State Department that was following the evacuation, and a
second call to Don Rumsfeld at the Pentagon.

MORE #5uL
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The President congratulated both men and both
groups and said to Don, "It went smoothly., There were
no incidents." The President left the NSC office at about
2:45, stopped in the Oval Office for about five minutes
and then went home.

The number of people taken off was approximately
300, including American citizens. I can't be any more
precise as to the exact number of people or the exact
number of American citizens. We won'tbe able to nail that
down tonight.

The President is pleased that the evacuation was
carried out successfully. The President wants to congratulate
the officers and men of the Sixth Fleet and the members of
the U.S. Embassy in Beirut for having arranged a safe and
orderly evacuation of American and other foreign nationals.

The President also wants to express his gratitude

and sincere thanks to all others who gave their cooperation
to facilitate this departure.

Q Does that include the PLO?
MR. NESSEN: Yes.,
Q tlas the number of EFmbassy personnel unchanged?

MR, NESSEN: T think I said 28 this morning. It
actually was 27,

Q That would leave about how many?

MR, NESSEN: About 15 there,.

0 27 evacuees?

MR, NESSEN: That includes the Ambassador,

Q Ron, was there any kind of military activity,
any kind of shooting or anything?

MR. NESSEN: No. As the President said, it went
smoothly. There were no incidents. There was just
literally no incidents at all.

Q They are on their way to Athens now?

MR. NESSEN: That is correct, yes.

Q When are they expected to arrive?

MR, NESSEN: If I remember, the last time it was
about 40 hours.

MORE #5uy



0

MR,

Q

»
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Is this the last evacuation?
NESSEN: Yes, it is.

Do you know whether there were women and

children involved?

know that the

MR.

30 are press,

correct,

0

MR

MR.

MR,
Q
MR,
Q
MR.

Q

MR.

NESSEN: I just don't have a breakdown., I
total number is approximately 300, of which
but that is the only breakdown I have.
American press?

MESSEN: Mostly American, vyes.

Nid the Ambassador come out?

NESSEN: Ambassador Seelye came out, that is

He did?

He came out?
NESSEN: Yes. He came out for consultations.
Is he flying back to Washington?
MESSEN: He will, yes.

What is his first name?
NESSEN: Talcott.

Is his correct title Ambassador?

NESSEN: He is the President's Special

Representative but he has the title of Ambassador.

0

N[R.

And he is coming back?

MESSEM: He will be coming here to Washington

for consultations.

0
MR,
0

MR.

No vou know when he will arrive here?
NESSEN: I don't have the exact time.
Will the Ambassador go back?

NESSEN: It is a little premature to say

whether he will go back. We will have to wait and see,

MORE #54y



Q Who is the man in charge then?

MR. NESSEN: The Deputy Chief of Mission, whose
name I don't have.

0 What is the name of the Deputy?

MR, NESSEN: We will check to see if Brent is still
there and we will get the name.

0 There is nobody at the Embassy =--

MP, NESSEN: No, there are 15 or so people still
there to maintain an American presence and perform the
minimal functions of an Embassy.

Q What is the estimate of Americans left?

MR, NESSEN: It is impossible to say because of
the confused situation.

Just to give you a little background on that,
those Americans who live in the Christian areas, if they had
wanted to get out, there is a ferry that runs three times a
week, for instance,to Cyprus, and there is no way of telling
how many left that wav.

Individual cars have been getting through to
Damascus, so there is no way to tell how many have gone out
that way. The number of Americans has been reduced down
from, I think, 40,000 at the height to those Americans who
are left, many of them are Lebanese-Americans who have more
ties to Lebanon than they do to America.

0 It sounds like this place is going to blow
uD.

MR, NESSEN: Well ~-

Q It is going to get worse. This is a
massive withdrawal,

MR, HNESSEN: We don't have any information to
indicate anything other than what has already been going
on., The evacuation, as you know, resulted from the fact
that the living conditions there have deteriorated in terms
of no electricity, water, shortage of food, shortage of
fuel and the living conditions really made it too difficult
to maintain an Embassy of the size that we did before.

So, the decision was made to reduce the Embassy
to a minimum because of the difficult living conditions,
Once that decision was made, then Americans living there
were notified that they would no longer have full Embassy
services and protection, and that is why the evacuation was
urged,

MORE #5044
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0 Why are all the newsmen going then?
MR. NESSEN: You will have to ask them.

0 Do yvou know whether there are any American
newsmen left there?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know that, Bob.

Q You are indicating that Ambassador Seelye
will not return?

MR, NESSEN: It is just premature to make a
decision on that. We will have .to wait and see.

Q Did the American Embassy advise newsmen
to set out?

MR, NESSEN: I don't think they singled out news-
men, Charlie. I think newsmen were covered by the same
advice that was published and broadcast to all Americans
who were left there.

Q There was Kissinger waiting to be advised of
thisg?

MR, NESSEN: I think he was probably at home
being kept advised at home, as far as I know.

Q Ron, what kind of protection is now being
offered to any Americans left in Beirut?

MR, NESSEN: There is just a minimal Embassy staff
and minimal Embassy services and protection available, As
the announcement of the evacuation said, the staff has been
reduced to a level and the conditions are such that the
Embassy cannot guarantee protection for Americans, legal
or otherwise.

Q Didn't the announcement also say this was
the last evacuation?

MR, MESSEN: It is the last organized evacuation,
that is correct.

0 What cooperation did the PLO give teo the
evacuation?

MR, NESSEN: All the parties that are involved
gave their assurances of a safe departure.

Q Is there any additional leverage being
used?

MORE a5y
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MR. NESSEN: Not to my knowledge, it isn't,

0 Did you have any guards?

MR, NESSEN: I don't have a precise description
of the area around there.

0 Is this the first news that this thing was
successful or is the Pentagon announcing it?

MR. NESSEN: Bill CGreener said he was leaving
his office to walk to his briefing room at the same time I
walked down here to my briefing room. I think Bill will
have more of the military details whereas I have more of
the Presidential view,

The American charge'at the Embassy in Beirut is
Leamon Hunt, and he would be the senior American official
remaining in Beirut,

Q If the group of Americans fled from the
Embassy, wouldn't there be some attempt to help them get
out?

MR, NESSEN: That is correct,

0 There would be some attemnt?

MR, NESSEN: There are no further plans for any
organized evacuation. That was made clear in the

announcement, in the broadcast.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Ron,

END (AT 3:25 A.M, EDT)

#5414
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MELOY MURDER

There are reports that Yasir Arafat's right-~hand
man was responsible for the murders of Ambassador
Meloy, Mr. Waring and the driver. Do you have
any information on these reports?

We have seen the news item but have nothing that

would confirm that report.

What is being done to find the murderers of

Meloy and the two others?

FxasxagaxxWaxinyg

We are committed to pursuing action to bring to justice
the murderers of Melor and the others. We are acting
in a number of ways, and it would not help to discuss
in public the steps we are taking or the information
which we may receive. But you may be assured that

we are not going to let the matter rest.

BACKGROUND ONLY (Not for public release); There was a

similar report three weeks ago, XkxwgrX which was also
unsubstantiated. We feel there is nothing to this report
either.)
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NEWS CONFEPREWNCE #5114

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH RON NESSEN
AT 3:30 P.M. EDT
JUNE 18, 1976
FRIDAY

MR, NFSSEN: I don't really have very much., I
just wanted to keep you posted on where we stand. The only
thing new that I have is that at 7:00 p.m. the President
will meet pretty much the same group he has been meeting
with -- Kissinger, Bush, Rrown, Scowcroft -- to have a
final review of the evacuation plans. Other than that,
the Presidenthas beenin the office all day doing paperwork
and meeting with members of the staff,

Q Does the call to the Iowa Republican dinner
come before or after that meeting?

MR. NESSEN: I don't even know if there is going
to be a call, Walt,

Q Well, we were led to believe this morning
that perhaps there will.be a call. Is it now not going to
happen?

MR. NESSEN: Who led you to believe that?

Q That was my understanding of what you have
said,

Q What is the likelihood of that?

MR. NESSEN: I don't‘have any feeling for it ene
way or the other, Phil.

Q Ron, it is our understanding, I think it has
been on the wire, that exactly 30 of the 1400 and some odd
Americans and U.S. dependents have signed up for this convoy
out and therealso were comments from Americans there that
Washington seems much more concerned about the situation in
Lebanon than the Americans in Beirut do, which raises the
question of what kind of reports the President is getting
from there, How serious is the situation, or is it perhaps
overreacting?
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MR. NESSEN: I saw a UPI story that indicated
that well over 100 people had signed up and that the
number was increasing all the time and that the phones were
tied up with people calling for information.

Q What is your information?

MR. NESSEN: I have not checked the NSC cable for
a while. I don't know what the number is.

Q In terms of the evacuation, no troops are
going in at all and it is all being kind of British security
all the way through, is that it?

MR. NESSEN: First of all, let me say there is no
anticipation of any American troops being involved, but as
for the exact details of the evacuation, I am not going to
be able to give them to you, for obvious reasons.

Q Ron, the State Department announced this
morning that they had received a guarantee of safe conduct
and the Associated Press followed that question up by asking
who was the safe conduct guaranteed from; in other words,
who provided it, and at that point they said we were not
going to say.

I am wondering, do you haveany idea why the
State Department would announce that we are getting a safe
conduct and then not say who is providing it so that it
illustrates what is safe? Are we dealing with the PLO or
not? '

MR. NESSEN: I didn't see that the State Department
had said anything like that,

Q I can guarantee =- I just came from there,

MR, NESSEN: For obvious reasons, in a very delicate
situatign like this, I am not going to spell out details of
the evacuation.

Q How about Les' direct question? Are we
dealing with the PLO?

MR. NESSEN: I think I have said all along through
this that there is no direct contact with the PLO.

Q Could I ask, if there is no plan to use
American forces for the evaluation of American military forces,
why the President feels it necessary to stay here in the
White House and watch this evacuation being conducted by --
or even if it is a relatively small evacuation of 150 people
with no American troops, why it is necessary for him to watch-
dog this thing this closely?
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MR. NESSEN: He needs to oversee the preparations
for the evacuation and follow the developments as they
occur,

Q Ron, maybe a direct question., Many of
these questions are suggesting that this thing may be
trumped up domestically, at least. What is your reaction
to those suggestions?

MR. NESSEN: Phil, that question is so far from
anything that compares to the reality of the situation
that I don't intend to dignify it with an answer,

Q Nine days ago, Ron, the American Foreign
Service Association wrote a letter to the President
representing 9,000 Foreign Service protesting his enter~
tainment of Numayri of Sudan, who had released the killers
of Ambassador Noel,

Dr. Kissinger has not even answered the letter.
Is the President going to answer the letter at all?

MR. NESSEN: I am sure the letter will be
answered, Les.

Q It will?

MR. NESSEN: Those people you speak of, the ques=-
tion was raised here the other day, and I indicated then that
they were in jail in Cairo or somewhere in Egypt.

Q Ron, I am glad you brought that up because
the State Department admitted this morning that no one from
the State Department that Mr. Funseth has ever heard of has
been in Egypt in the place where they are allegedly detained.
No one has any guarantee that they are not on a Mediterranean
villa or in a hotel or anything and the State Department --
9,000 of them -=- their Board of Governors said that we have
no guarantee that they will even serve out the seven-year
sentences,

Now, what about that? Do you have any other infor-
mation on that? Does the President know that these people
are in jail that murdered Noel?

MR. NESSEN: The letter has arrived from the
association representing the employees of the State
Department.

Q He will answer it?

MR, NESSEN: The letter will be answered, and to
the best of my knowledge the people you speak of are
detained in Egypt.
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Q Ron, could we get back to the number of
pecple being evacuated? When you last saw cables, was a
figure indicated? Do you have no information on the
number being --

MR, NESSEN: I saw a UPI story, as I said, a
short while ago.

Q I am talking about NSC figures or figures
from the American Embassy in Beirut.

MR. NESSEHN: I have not seen a figure.
Q So, it might not even be a dozen, then?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know exactly what the
issue is.

Q What is the President being told about
this?

MR, NESSEN: I don't know what he 1s being told
about the number signing up, Fran.

Q Ron, is the United States Government planning
to charter special planes to bring these people to Athens and
further?

MR. NESSEN: I don't know what the plans are once
they reach Damascus., I will check for you.

Q Is Rumsfeld going to come back any earlier
than «-

MR. NESSEN: I don't have any indication that he
has changed his plans?

Q Ron, was President Ford told about what the
wires were reporting about the convoy carrying the two
bodies being caught in cross-fire?

MR. NESSEN: I checked into that report. The
only thing that even vaguely resembles anything like that
report is that there was some fighting off in the distance
nowhere near the convoy.

Q This does not worry the President for the
particular safety of any of the Americans trying to go out
by convoy route?

MR. NESSEN: That is right.
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Q Why don't you check that report?

MR, NESSEN: TI have checked that report with the
NSC.

Q Can't the NSC tell you how many people have
signed up for the evacuation tomorrow?

MR. NESSEN: They certainly can, but I didn't ask
them. I didn't know it was an issue.

Q How about asking?

MR, NESSEN: I will ask.

Q Ron, Jim Baker was at the Cabinet meeting
this morning and escorted the Secretary to wherever he
was going. My question is, did Baker report on the

delegate hunting at the Cabinet meeting?

MR. NESSEN: There were a number of things dis-
cussed at the Cabinet meeting, Phil.

Q Was that one of them?

MR, WESSEN: I am not going to say anything more
about the Cabinet meeting.

Q Why? Is this an open Administration or not?
Q Was politics discussed?

MR. NESSEN: There were a number of things dis-
cussed, Fran.

Q Larry reported that Kissinger reported on
the Mideast situation. Now, why can't you tell us if
Baker reported on the delegate situation?

MR. NESSEN: I am just going to say there were a
number of other matters discussed, including legislative
proposals.

Q Why did the President decide it was
necessary to have another meeting this evening? Could you
be more specific?

MR, NESSEN: To review the final evacuation
plans, Walt.

Q Can you be more specific than that?
Q You said make decisions.
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MR. NESSEN: I don't recall that I said make
decisions. If there are any decisions needed, he will
certainly make them.

Q Will General Brown be at the meeting
tonight?

MR. NESSEN: I anticipate that he will.
Q But still no American troops are involved?

MR. NESSEN: There is no anticipation that
there will be.

Q Why does Brown keep coming to these meetings?
(Laughter)

MR. NESSEN: What was that? What was the question--
I mean the answer?

Q The reference to the Duke University appear-
ance,

MR. NESSEN: I see,

Well, you know that the Sixth Fleet has been off
the coast there for a long time, I forget how long, but
in case they were needed in any way in an evacuation.
There are no plans for them.

Q Ron, is something happening over there of
such a gravity as to necessitate or require this many
meetings of the President's national security advisers? I
mean, we don't know very much, so I have to ask a stupid
question like that. Is something happening over there of
such gravity that the President has to meet with his
national security advisers twice a dav?

MR, NESSEN: A very delicate evacuation of
Americans who want to leave is being organized, Walt.

Q Is something happening over there of such
gravity that the President is required to meet this
frequently with his national security advisers?

MR. NESSEN: I am telling you that a very delicate
evacuation of Americans who want to leave Lebanon is being
arranged, Walt, and obviously the President is having what
meetings he needs to oversee that process.

Q What meeting is this now, the fourth, the
fifth?
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MR, NESSEN: I don't know, Let Larry give
you what meetings we have had.

Q Ron, if you look back over reports on
Cabinet meetings since you have been Press Secretary and
since Mr. Ford has been President, you will find there have
been some rather detailed reports on what was discussed at
Cabinet meetings.

MR, NESSEN: That is correct.

Q Why have you decided not to tell us whether
or not they discussed the delegate count?

MR, NESSEN: I did tell you about the Kissinger
report, and I mentioned that there were some legislative
proposals discussed and other matters, and I would like to
leave it at that.

Q Are you ashamed of any political talk that
happens in the Cabinet?

MR, NESSEN: I am not ashamed of anything, Ann.
Q What about his plans for tomorrow now?

MR, NESSEN: We will put out a schedule before
the end of the day.

Q Will you get us those NSC cable figures on
the number of evacuees as soon as possible?

MR, NESSEN: VYes, I will see what the status
of that is.
THE PRESS: Thank you.

END (AT 3:43 P.M. EDT)

#514





