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LEGAL RESTRICTIONS ON U.S. MILITARY FORCES IN SOUTH VIETNAM

General Restrictions

Several legislative acts beginning with PL 93-50, the Second Supple-
mental Appropriation Act for FY 1973 and PL 93-52, the Continuing
Appropriations Act for FY 1974 {both of July 1, 1973 prohibit the use
of funds: » ’

"to support directly or indirectly combat activities in or
over Cambodia, ILaos, North Vietnam and Socuth Vietnamm
by United States forces..."

A sllgl';tly different formulation app:ea.rs‘in PL 93-125, “the -Iﬁépa_zrtl.’nér;t

of State Appropriations Authorization Act of 1973 {October 18, 1973)
which prohibits funds to finance: -

"the involvement of United States military forces in hostilities
in or over or from off the shores of North Vietnam, South Viet-
nam, Laos or Cambodia, uanless specifically authorized hereafter
by the Congress." :

The legality of involving U.S. military forces in South Vietnam is also
affected by restrictions on U.S. military manpower there. PIL 93-559, the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1974 (Dacember 30, 1974) limits to 2, 500 the

-pumber of personnel in Vietnam at zny one time who are '""'membex>s of the

armed forces or direct hire and coztract employees of the Department of
Defense.' This limit is set at 1, 500 by December 30, 1975.

Specific Combat Activities Prohibited

A letter of March 20, 1974 from Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
Dennis Doolin to Senator Hughes specified the specific activities prohibited
in Cambodia and Laos under PL, 93-50 and 93-52 as perceived by the
Department of Defense as follows:

"'a) bombing, strafing, rocketing or other expenditure of ordnance;
b) forward air control operations, c) armed reconnaissance;

d} helicopter gunship operations; e) co;npérable hostile actions by
U.S. naval and ground forces directly engaged as American units
against the enemy; ) activities by individual personnel in suppoxt
of indigenous forces....' ' )

Similar prohibitions would appear to apply in South Vietrnam.
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The War Powers Resolution

The War Powers Resolution of November 1, 1973 provides that:

"The President shall in every possible instance consult with the Congress
before introducing U.S. Armed Forces into hositilities or into situations
where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearlv indicated by the
circumstances." The President must also consult with the Congress
prior to substantially augmenting any U.S. combat troops already
located in a foreign nation.

-~ The President must report any such steps within 48 hours to the
Speaker of the House and the President pro-tempore of the Senate.

. "The President's report must be in writing and must set forth the-
circumstances, the Constitutional and legislative authority, and the
estimated scope and duration involved. . -

-~ If, when the President's report is submitted, the Congress has
adjourned, the Speaker and President pro-terripore (if they deem it
advisable or if petitioned by at least 30 percent of their respective
houses) shall jointly request the President to convene Congress to con--
sider the report and take appropriate action. '

-~ The President's report is referred to the House Foreign Affairs and
the Senate Foreign Relations Committees,

The President is required to end the troops” involvement within 60 days
unless the Congress has declared war or authorized the troops’role,

or unless the Congress cannot meet as a result of an armed attack
against the U, S. . : '

~- Extensions of the involvement require new Presidential reports and
new Congressional authorization every 30 or 60 days. '

»

-~ In the absence of a declaration of war or specific statutory authori-
zation, such forces shall be removed by the President if the Congress
so directs by concurrent resolution. :




Press Questions -~ Vietnam
Page 3

Condolences

Has the President contacted directly or sent messages to the families
of the 2 Marines killed yesterday ?

-

Notification

Was the Congress informed last night of the evacuation action?
If so, does the President consider that this was a formal notification
under the War Powers Act or simply an informal report?




Press Questions - Vietnam
Page 2

Policy (continued)

Beyond the statement made today, does the President plan to speak
personally to the Nation about the Vietnamese denouement?

Has the President or any other senior American officials been in
touch with President Minh since the final evacuation was launched?

Will there be any NSC or WSAG meetings today?

Assistance

What is now the status of the President's request to Congress for
$722 million in military assistance?

What will happen to the $327 million for humanitarian assistance and
othe r purposes now before the Congress?

Will the President agree that any humanitarian funds voted by the
Congress be channeled through international organizations such as
the United Nations ? Assuming communist control over all of South
Vietnam, would he consider giving any relief and rehabilitation
assistance through any channel to the people of that country?

Martin

Has the President spoken personally with Ambassador Martin?

Has he now left Saigon and will he return directly to the United
States to report to the President?

Does the President consider that Ambassador Martin acted properly,
not only through the entire episode, but particulary in his handling
of the final evacuation?

e



Q. Has he contacted the South Vietnamese?

Q. Has he talked personally ;ito Ambassador Martin or has

or has Kissinger or Sch]/esinger contacted Martin ?
/
A, .’

|

|
Q. When will Martin returx:? to the United States ?
|

_ ; § FE—

- S —

Q.r Do you have any knowledge if any newsmen stayed behind ?

e o

' And if so, who? '
K ”//

/
I
.l
i

Q. Will there be briefings lz(iter on in the day by Defense or State ?

I

|
Q. Has the President contaclted the families or sent messages
to the families of the twg marines who were killed ? o



Qs

Was anyone injured or killed in the evacuation or were the

two marines the last Americans killed in the Viethamese

War » /

/

/
Is there any meeting of the Naﬁ:ional Security Council called for
this morning ? ,l
/
/

Will the President be melketing with \Congress this morning ?

Ron, now what is the/status of the $722 million ?



e B > e

/

Q. Will there be any morf, either through negotiations with the
new government or through third country intervention?

A, //

I

-
Q. Where are the Vietnamese now ? \
A.
\\ -

\\ *\
N
Q: When will the first Americans arrive back in the U.S. and where?

A\
A.
/
///
» \ - —
L e
,’—//——_—\»‘_
T - === —
_/'/ .
Q: /W is the status of the remaining money under the Paris accords \
e for reparations to North Vietnam ? Can this money be used for \

assistance to the Vietnamese who were evacuated ? -

-



Will America recognize the Viethamese government; will we \
/

support their entrance into the U.N, ? 7

.

: Will Secretar issinger be fvailable later today for a briefing?

A













BOMBING OF PRESIDENTIAL PALACE

This morning a VNAF F-5 dropped two bombs on the President's
residence in what appears to have been an isolated attempt on Thieu's life.

Q. What is the significance of the bombing effort? Why should we persist
in supporting a government that is against the very leadership with which
we are associating ourselves and our aid?

A, I am not going to get into a long discussion on this, but our reports
indicate that most likely, the bombing was a manifestation of an individuals'
frustration and dissatisfaction with the situation in Viemam.

FYI ONLY: 1Itis best notto characterize the situationfurther, lest you get
trapped into doing so if and when further expressions of GVN dissatisfaction

are shown. You want to avoid characterizations of what is or is not a coup
attempt, etc.



\
\ !
“ We nre seeing a greatl buman tragedy as uniold nornbers
\ of Vicinamese flee the North \{icmamcsc unslzupht, Thoe Unsted

\

States has been doing and will (.‘(mb'nue to Go 1ta ubmost {o assist
- . t}};_’-fifi peuple.

1 have, for example, dirccted sll avsilsble navel ships
to stand off Indochina {0 o whatever is necessary to assist,

We have appealed to the United Nations to use its moral inflvence
to permit theseinnocent people to leave, &nd we call on North
Vicam to perrnit the movement of refupees to areas of their
chojce,

The reguirernenis for the care and ultiynate disposition
of 811 those who are fleeing {rom the war will be heavy, BDecsuse
of the Jarge numbers involved and the overwheiming need for
srsyslance, 1 will sooen be acsking the Gongress for ad&itic-ana] funds

“to mect this bwmanitarian requirement. We will as well be working

with the burmnanitarian zgencies {o do everything humanly possible

to relieve the trapic plight of these refugees,
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CURRENT AS OF: January 1974 : '

-

 GEWERAL FRED C. WEYAND LT Y )
CHIKF OF STATE, U.S. ARHY (a- &6{ < P TR

Genaral Froed C. Weyand was born in Arbuckla, Culiforntn. 15 Sopteanbar 1916,
He was cosziireloned a gecond licutenant on graduation from the Unfversity
of Califoruia {n 1238 and entercd on active duty in December 1940, In

1%4% and 1945 he was assigned to various unlts in China, Burma and Indlis.

After World YWar XTI, his nnstbunonLe included duty with the War Departsment;

Vzadquartera, US Army Pacific; Joint Task Force 7; and the stsii of the
Com=andar 1ia Chief, Pacific. i

¥
-

‘bu?tno the Kovean conflict he servaed with Lhc 3xd - InCantry Division {a
-c,»n and La\ea in 1950 and 1951

In 15354 follawing dutj 88 an ineructor at the Infantry School, he was
aaslbw~d to tha Officc o£ the becretary of the Acmy,

From' 1953 to 1960.;Gcneral Weysnd was apslgncd in West Borlin as Commanding
Olftcer, 3rd Battle Group, O6th Infantry; as assistaut to the U.S. Cormeander,
Berlin and in France as Chief of Staff, U.S. Aroy Coumuaicatlions 2aas,

s thzn served as Culaf of Leglslative Linison at Depsartment of the Arsy.

Frox 1964 to 1967 General Weyand cowmanded the 25th Infantry Divisfon in -
Hawall ond South Vietnam. In May 1967, he assumed coowsand of XY Field Fores
Vistnam, In late 1968 he becsme Chicf, Office of Resexve Componcnts. In

1967 and early 1970 he was Wilitary Advisor to the Chalrmon, U.8. Oale"i'lcﬁ.
V.5, Exbassy, Paris, France.

Follouing brief service in wid-1970 as Assistant Chlef of Staff for Force ’
Lavelopzent, Department of cthe Army, he returned to Vietnam as Leputy

Cormander, U.S. Milttary Assistance Command Vietnam. In June 1972 he was
aprointed Cowmandc*;~USMACV

in Maruh 1973, after withdrawsl of U.S. forues from the ucpublic of Vietoss,
he assurad cormand of the United States Arnmy, Pacific. GCenecral Weyand was
sworn in as the Vice Chicef of Staff of the Army on 1l August. 1973.

]
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L2250 DATA

B

Datu Autlﬂacc of Birth:

Puruents: Mr. and Mfe. Fred C. waand

(Fathor deccoascd) -

narri%ée: Date: 20 September 1940
Wifo: Arline Langhart Weyand
Childxou. Robert C.

Cavolyn Ann
" Runcy Diane

CEATION

Un Le:uity of California « ABD Dagree - 1939
Coymand snd Geweral Stoff School » 1942
"Coist Aptillery School « 1943

Tagk Force Officars School « .1944

#dvanced Infanery Offlcers Couxse = 1950

- Armad Forcos Staff Collepe ~ 1953 ‘

~ QNRONOLOGICAL LIST OF PROMOTIONS ™ N

N¥itional Wax College - 1958 <

Secund Licutcaant 6 May 38 (ORC)

"‘éxrat Lxcutunmnt

{
Genaral !

.ptnin
Hajor
I.leutansnt Colonael
Coloncl
Brigadler General
Hajor General
Licutenant Genexal

{

f CIRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ASSIGNMENTS

) USAR Inactive

SL, 6th Artillery Regiment (CA)

Cormand and General Staff School, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas

§1, Rarbor Defense Command, San Francilsco,
California {

Office of G2, War Departmenc Genaral Staff,
Washington, DGI

Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, US Army Forces,
China-Burma-lndia Theatexr

HQ China Theate?, Chunghking
- {

H

ST ey PVPATET LRI
R SR M ¥

FEMP

6 Dac 40

25 Jun 41

1 Peb 42
17 Nov 42
4 Marx 45
20 Jul 55

29 Jul 60

1 Nov 62
15 Aug 68

31 Oct 70

. FROM

- May 38

Dec 40

Jul 42
Sep 42
Jan 44

May 44
Mar 45

15 Septembcr 1916 Arbucklc. Cnlifornia

PE

28 Jun 46

1 Jul 48
2 Jul 53

15 Sep 61

15 Sep 66
16 Aug 63

16 Aug 68
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CIRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ASSIGIMENTS (CONT.) !

Mil{tary Branch, Military Intelligence Servica,
War Depaviment

Assistant Chief of Staff, G2,.U5 Army Forces,
Middie Pacific

Student Training Regimeat, The Infantyy Schoal,
Fert Bemning, Georgia :

Deputy Chief of Staff, 3d Infantry Division,

Oct 45 Jul 46
Aug 46 Aug 49

Sep 49 Jul 30

. Koxea “Aug 50 Dec 50 -
Battalion Commandex, 7th Infantry Regiweunt, Korea  Jan 51 Jul 51.
Assistant Chief of Sta(f, G3, 3d Infantry Division,

Korea

Aug 51 Dec 51
Committee Chairmer, Tactical and Academic Depart= ' : ;
ments, The Infantry School, Fort Bemning, Geoxgia Jan 52 Jan 33 :

Axwed Forces $taff College, Norfolk, Virginia = Feb 53  Jul 53
Military Assistant, Office of the Assistant

Secretary of the Army (Financlal Management),
Washlagton, D,GC.

Military Asslstant and Executive to Secrecaxy of
the Axmy . - Aug 54  Jul 57

Nationsl War College, WashingLon, D.C," Abg 57 Msy 58

Commander, 3d Battle Group, 6th Infantry, USAREUR Jun 58  Dec 59

Office of the US Comwmander, Berlin Jan 60 Jun 60

Chief of Staff, USAREUR (REAR)/COMZ e Jul 60  Apr. 61

Deputy Chief of Legiaslative Liaison, DA _Apr 61 Aug 62

_ Chief of Legislative Liaison, 0SA . e © Bep 62 Aug 64 .

Commanding General, 25th Infantry Divisinn,
Schofield Barrabks, Hawaii

Commznding General, 25th Infantry Division,
Vietnam

DPeputy Commanding General, II Field Foxce, US
Militery Assictance Cowmand, Vietnsm

Acting Cowmanding General, II Fileld Force, USMACY

Commnanding General, II Field Force, U3 Army,
Vietnam

Chief, Office of Reserve Componean. USA, ) S,
Washington, D.C. Aug 68 Mar 69
Military Advisor to the Chairman of the US '

Delegation, US Embassy, Paris, France ‘ . Mar 69 Jun 70
Assistant Chief of Staff- for Force DeveloPmeut, o

US Army, Washington, D.C. _ Jun 70 Aug 70 .
Deputy Commander, USMACV . " 8ep 70 Jum 72 Lt
Commander, USMACY : '

Jun 72 Mar 73
Commander in Chief, US Army, Pacific Mar-73 Jul 73
V‘;} Chief of Staff, U.S. Axmy Aug 73 : Lo
CHeeF ot THFE, 1S ham k .
4 oty ,
LIST OF CITATIONS AWD nncomnows . ARy

v RS

Aug 53 - Jul 54

Aug 66 Mar 66 o
Mar 66 Max 67

| Mar-67 May.67
May 67_ Jun 67

Jul 67 Jul 68

Distxnguished Sexvice Cross

Distingulshed Service Medal (2.0LC)
Silver Star
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LYST OF CITATIONS AND DECORATIONS (CONT.)

Legion of Merit (OLC)

Bronze Star Medal with V Device (OLC)
Adx HMedal (9 Awards )

Joint Service Copmendation Medal
Arnmy Comuendation Medzl (OLC)
Gallontry Cross w/Palm (5 Palmg)

"National Order of Vietnam, lst Class

National Order of Vietnam, 3d Class
National Ordexr of Vietpam, &4th Clasa
National Order of Vietnam, 5th Class
Distinguished Unit Ciltation

- Meritorious Unit Citation

South Kovean Presidential Citation o o
Order of Milltary Mexit,' Eulji (Koraa)
Oxder of Sikatuna, Rank of Magiunoo (Philippines)

Order of Kulght Grand Cross, Fivst Class (Thailand)
Anmerican Cawmpaign Medal '

Awmerican Defense Service Medal
Asiatic~Pacific Campaign Medal

World War IX Victory Medal i
Army Occupation Medal (Japan and Berlin)
Korean Service Medal (5 Cawpaigni)
National Defecuse Service Medal (OLC) e
United Nations Service Medal .

Vietnam Service Medal (9 Campaigns) :
Republic of Vietnam Cawpaign Medal w/GO Device

.-

BADGES

Combat Infantryman Badga




Januaxry 13, 1975

No. 12

DIPLOMATIC NOTE ON THE VIET-NAM SITUATION

The Department of State of the United States of America presents
its compliments to (the Ministry of Foreign Affairs/Ministry

of External Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
People's Republic of China, Great Britain, France, Hungary, -
Poland, Indonesia, Iran, and Secretary General of the UN Kurt '
Waldheim) and has the honor to refer to the Agreement on Ending
the War and Restoring Peace in Viet-Nam signed at Paris January 27,
1973, and to the Act of the International Conference on Viet-Nam
signed at Paris March 2, 1973.

-~
-

When the Agreement was concluded nearly two years ago, our hope
was that it would provide a framework under which the Vietnamese
people could make their own political choices and resolve their
own problems in an atmosphere of peace. Unfortunately this hope,
which was clearly shared by the Republic of Viet-Nam and the

South Vietnamese people, has been frustrated by the persistent
refusal of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam to abide by the
Agreement’s most fundamental provisions. Specifically, in flagrant
violation of the Agreement, the North Vietnamese and “Provisional
Revolutionary Government" authorities have:

—-~ built up the North Vietnamese main-force army in the South
through the illegal infiltration of over 160,000 troops;

~— tripled the strength of their armor in the South by sending
in over 400 new vehicles, as well as greatly increased their
artillery and anti-aircraft weaponry;

—-- improved their military logistics system running through Laos,
Cambodia and the Demilitarized Zone as well as within South
Viet-Nam, and expanded their armament stockpiles;

-- refused to deploy the teams which under the Agreement were to
oversee the cease-fire; '

—-—- refused to pay their prescribed share of the expenses of the
Interpnational Commission of Control and Supervision;

For further information E30 g $32-3221



~— failed to honor their commitment to cooperate in resolving
the status of American and other personnel missing in action,
even breaking off all discussions on this matter by refusing
for the past seven months to meet with U.S. and Republic of
Viet~Nam representatives in the Four-Party Joint Military Team;

-- broken off all negotiations with the Republic of Viet-Nam including
the political negotiations in Paris and the Two Party Joint Military
Commission talks in Saigon, answering the Republic of Viet-Nam's
repeated calls for unconditional resumption of the negotiations with
demands for the overthrow of the government as a pre-condition for

any renewed talks; and

—-- gradually increased their military pressure, over~running
several areas, including 11 district towns, which were clearly
and unequivocally held by the Republic of Viet-Nam at the time
of the cease-fire. Their latest and most serious escalation of
the fighting began in early December with offensives in the
southern half of South Viet-Nam which have brought the ievel of
casualties and destruction back up to what it was before the
Agreement. These attacks -- which included for the first time
since the massive North Vietnamese 1972 offensive the over~running
of a province capital (Song Be in Phuoc Long Province} =~ appear
to reflect a decision by Hanoi to seek once again to impose a
military solution in Viet-Nam. Coming just before the second
anniversary of the Agreement, this dramatically belies Hanoi's
claims that it is the United States and the Republic of Viet-Nam
who are violating the Agreement and standing in the way of peace.

The United States deplores the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam's

" turning from the path of negotiation to that of war, not only
because it is a grave violation of a solemn international agreement,
but alsc because of the cruel price it is imposing on the people

of South Viet-Nam. The Democratic Republic of Viet~Nam must accept
the full consequences of its actions. We are deeply concerned
about the threat posed to international peace and security, to the
political stability of Southeast Asia, to the progress which has
been made in removing Viet-Nam as a major issue of great-power
contention, and to the hopes of mankind for the building of
structures of peace and the strengthening of mechanisms to avert
war. We therefore reiterate our strong support for the Republic

of Viet-Nam's call to the Hanoi-"Provisional Revolutionary
Governmént" side to reopen the talks in Paris and Saigon which

are mandated by the Agreement. We also urge that the (Addresseas)
call upon the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam to halt its military
offensive and join the Republic of Viet-Nam in re-establishing
stability and seeking a political solution.

January 11, 1975 e
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U.S. PERSONNEL IN SOUTH VIETNAM

December 1974

U.S. Government civilians

U.S. Government milltary

U.S. Government-invited contractors
Other non-Government US-civililans
U.S. dependents

Total about

12908
130
1430
1581
1580
6020




Ron:

AP has a story quoting Befense officials as saying that
South Vietnam would not be threatened if Cambodia fell, which
directly contradicts what Henry Kissinger has been telling the
Congressional leaders at the White House breakfasts. He said, as
best I recall, that two M North Vietnamese Divisions woyld
be freed from Cambodian duty to be used in South Vietnam., I
don't know if HAK was just trying to scare the leaders, but these
Defense comments will undermine his credibility. I've got a call
in to Margy to get some guidance from HAK on this., Joe Laitin
recommends that you try to send questions to him, - If really
pressed, Joe recommends saying that the source of thgstory was

a Defense Department analyst, and analysts have different opinions,

JWH
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WASBINGTON AP -~ Defense officisls saz neither South Vietnasm nor

Ihailend would be_seriously threatened f Cambodis_fell to Cormunist

" insurgentsml - . - - - -
€¢I donst_gee anybodi ﬁravely toregtened, ¥? s8ild a_genlor officisal

I pgsessing the possible results_of s Cofibodian collapsem
Pentegon anelysis say Cembodisss fall would have 8 psychologicel
dnpact on South Vietnam but only a marginal military effect on its war
with North Vietnamese forcesm . i _

The Horth Vietnmmese already control Cambodien. eress bordering South
Vietnam and only 8 few _thougend North Vietnsmege tr in

incipally 8 log ics Funciion In _varbodlen _warn _would ed
or use in South Vietnamm _ - -

U Sm officials belisve the North Vietnsmese alresay have & b1§
erizggg% :f.’gree in_South Vietnam to lsunch 8 major._offensiven if ihey
w o do'som . - :

Meenwhile, Sen,_ Barry M, Goldwater, R-Ariz,.. sald Thursdsy night
that he thinks }¥Cembodis is lost,?} . - v 8

After s speech at_Great Neck N,?. Golaweter waes asked if he
favored’ President Fordrs requdsti for more UmS, 8id to Cambedias, He _
reglied' ¢¢Itss 8 moral _gquestion, I donst belieye honegtly that _the
edditiochsl money is oin% to mean victorym I think Cambodis is lost.
It*s 8 combination of bad government thers_  of almost a totsl lack of
interest in defense,??_He_ssid he felt. 2 ‘¥morsl commitmentss to
supgﬁrt the 813’ request, =~ _ _ - .

U,3, officisls, in evalusting the impact of CambodiBss possible
collspse, . sald_thailand probably woulg-reassess its allisnce with the
Uniteq States and might ask UnS. foreces to lesye, Defense snslysts:
say Thailand has a8 hiatory of’ accommodation with potentirl enemles
guch 8s .Tagan in World War II, and that the Thais might tske such &
}loursa if Taced with 8 Communigt-controlled Cambodiz on their esstern

snk, . - — . -

Defense officisls indgicate that Cambodis is not Bg important to the
United States as South Vietnsm, but that they feel a responsibility
to help Cambodis sprvive, _ , L o
They sre concerned that a failure b{ the United States to continue
gugpor‘gingf a@bodia would raise questions in _Europe end Israel sbout

. steadfastness, . - -

Surveying the militsry situstion in Cambodis, defense officiels say
the Communist Khmer Rouge insurgents are in better shape this year
than lasgt dry sesson when they ran low on smmunition and had to breszk
off their sttacks,

More
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TABLE I

ESTIMATED COMMUNIST MILITARY AND ECONOMIC
' ASSISTANCE TO NORTH VIETNAM -

-

-~

L

1,000

» Million.Curreﬁt US$§/
1370 1971 " 1972 1973 1974~/. '
{ILITARY | 205 315 750 330 400
Militaxy Equipment and Materiel 140 f240 .w' 565 o '230' 275
‘hir Defense Equipment 20 85 310 b 100 -55~
Ground Forces Equipment 45 80 " 110 (- 40 45 -
Ammunition 70 60 130'-_‘ 85 » 1700
Other -5 5 ... .1 " 5 . '’5
Military Transportation Equipment 20' - 15 7 30-. 35 '25j_1“
(Trucks, helicopters, transports) . «gfi;
Other Military-related Supportd/ 45 . 60 155 . 65, ».‘160f L
(Delivery and packaging costs, ) ~ - : T
Spare parts, POL for the mili- ‘ s
tary, Technical Assistance and :
Training, Medical Supplies) P . »
. . : i v
ECONOMIC 735 755 465 670 1,205 |
Commodity Shipmentse/ 635 645 ° 360 540 1,145
Food | | o 65 60 80 170 | dzg
Fertilizer 10 15 5 "8 24
Patroleum 10 10 . 5 15 55
Hachinery, Transnort Equipment, 240 175 125 165 345
& Metal Products
ther : 310 385 145 185 306
Technical Assistance 100 110 105 136 150
(Includes cost of foreign ' : - ' i
technicians in NVN -and NVN - s :
trainees abraad) i_. 3
—
TOTAL OF ESTIMATED COMMUNIST
T GOODS AND SERVICES PROVIDED . .
”O NORTH VIETNAM : 940 1,070 1,215 1,635



DSLIMATLD COMMUNIST MILITARY AND ECONOMIC . !
: ASSISTANCE TO NORTH VIETNAM
(Continued)

Million Current USS$
‘1970 1971 1972 1973 . 1974

TOTAL OF ESTIMATED COMMU~ . 940 1,070 1,215 1,000 1,695
NIST GOODS AND SERVICES .
PROVIDED TO NORTH VIETNAM

(repeated from last page)

LESS - NORTH VIETNAMESE EX~- S0 ‘50 30 Bf

PORTS TO COMMUNIST
COUNTRIESL/
TOTAL ESTIMATED COMMU- > g

NIST AID TO NORTH VIETNAM 8%0 I,020 TI,185 | 920 “""0‘57

2/Bgoauss of rounding, individual figuves do not almays add vo

the totale tn thiB° table. -
,/"he data for 1974 are preliminary, " 3

Q/Altnaugﬁ ammunition euppZted to North Vietnam in 1974] constis utadnA?

an estimated 40 pevosnt of tte milivary aid, our data regarding

‘probeble ammunition coasta par ton ars admtﬁtedly Ysoft." Thepa- -

fore, if our price estimates ars off by, say, 10 percent, the
total valus for ammunttion alone could fluctuate by vome US $17

< .
o
. .

. ct .. -
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million, | P

d/the lack of hard information on the items included under "Qther

military-related support” makaes theoe sstimates subject to a wtder'j

margtn of error than axists for other aatagor{es of milztarg ag- -
statance to North Visetnanm. S

-/For saonomte goods, the cost of transportation 18 {noludsd in

the coat of the gooda aa sihown <n the table. (For military gocdse,

delivery and packaging coste are included under "Othar military- .
ralated support.®) . '

isznoc Horth Vzatnamese cxporis in thesga yaara patd for soma of
North Vietnam's imports, we have subtracted tham to derive our.
sstimates of Communiet aid to North Vietnam,

[ d . [
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March 21, 1975

VIETNAM FOLLOW-UP

HOC TAP

HOC TAP, translated means ""Theoretical Studies.' It is an
internal party journal which appears monthly for the edification of
the Communist Party cadre., It attempts to define and clarify the
attitudes "and policies of the Party for the Party; atd therefore, it
should not be construed as an external propaganda instrument.

Militar vy Personnel in Sot h Vid nam

There are fewer than 250 military personnel in South Vietnam.
They function as Defense Attaches to the Embassy, as member s of the
Four Party Joint Military Team, and as guards for the Embassy itself,



HOC TAP -~ HANOI JQJ RNAL A

The successes of the southern people in countering the enemy's
nibbling and '"pacification'' operations and the struggle movement
of the people in the southern cities in recent months mark the bank~
ruptcy of the new U, S, strategy and the new stage of development
of the southern revolution.

Since early in 1974, the "offensive' position of the Southern
Revolution has shifted to a new stage, gradually driving the Saigon
army into a passive, defensive position and frustrating and repelling

to a great extent.the nibbling and '"pacification' policy of Nguyen Van
Thieu.

Since Juyly, 1974, the activities of the Puppet army have been con-
centrated mainly on blocking the offensive of the liberation armed
forces and clearing the areas that have been reoccupied by the liberation
armed forces.

In 1974, the Southern Armed Forces and people destroyed or forced
the surrender or abandonment of 4, 500 posts -~ this was the greatest
number of posts destroyed in one year since 1968 and clearly equaled
one-half of the total number of posts of the Puppet army in the Souh.

The failure of the Saigon regime in implementing its nibbling
and ''pacification' policy plus its multi-faceted difficulties have driven
the Puppet army into a further and rapidly weakening situation.

What is noteworthy is that the total number of Puppet troops has
begun to decrease and will rapidly decrease.

The intensity of firepower and the amount of mobile equipment of the
puppet troops have markedly decrease. In the third quarter of 1974, the
monthly number of artillery pounds fired by the Puppet troops decreased
approximately by three-fourths, compared with the monthly number in 1973.
The number of daily tactical sorties of the puppet Air Force only equaled
approximately one~half of the daily sorties made in 1973 and equaled approx-
imately one-fifth of those conducted in 1972. The present number of aircraft
in the ‘South, compared with the greatest number of aircraft on hand in the
period of the limited war, has decreased by 70 percent. This situation
indicates that the barb and ammunition reserves of the Puppet troops have
decreased and that they are encountering great difficulties in fuel and in
the maintenance, repair and use of various types of aircraft, tanks, combat
vessels and heavy weapons.
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The liberation troops are attacking and counterattacking relentlessly. Mﬂ,\f’"
and everywhere, the Puppet Army is being driven into a situation fraught )
with acute contradictions between concentration and dispersion and between
conducting nibbling operations and defensive operations within the scope
of its strategy.

The serious consequences of a prolonged war, the forced withdrawal
of the U.S. armed forces as a result of their defeat, the inability of the
United States to continue its military and economic aid as it did previously
because of its difficulties, the continuous failure of the nibbling and
"pacification: policy, ad so forth, all this has driven the areas controlled
by the Saigon administration into an unprecedented, tragic situation.

Nugyen Van Thieu can only rely on U. S, support :and backing, However,
the U. S. imperialists.are encountering unprecedented, great difficulties
at home and abroad; the internal ranks of the United States are seriously
divided, inflation is spiraling, the economy is in a state of recession, the
danger of a grave economic crisis is threatening the United States, U. S.
prestige and influence in the world are declining, etc,

The fact that the U. S, Congress has reduced by one-half the military
aid, requested by the Pentagon for Theiu in the 1974-1975 fiscal year,
and by 24 percent in economic aid compared with the preceding fiscal
year, clearly reflects the difficult, multifaceted situation now confronting
the U. S, administration. In such a situation, it is certain that no matter
how stubborn the U, S, imperialists have experienced many bitter setbacks
in years past in Vietnam.

At a time when the Theiu regime has encountered cumulative
difficulties, suffered increasingly greater sethacks and has been increasingly
weakened, the forces of the Southern revolution have been comprehensively
strengthened and developed ever more steadfastly. Their morale, equipment
and combat tactics and technique have been improved.

The comprehensive forces of the Southern Revolution are stronger
than in any previous period, the military and political position of the Southern
Revolution is firmer than ever, and its international advantage is developing.
All this is of a decisive significance for the development of the entire Southern
in the days shead. The whole development of this situation will lead to
disturbances in the Southern cities.

The character scale and objectives of the struggle movements in the
Southern cities clearly demonstrate that the Nguyen Van Thieu regime,
which has been strenuously built during more than a decade by the United
States as an efficient tool to carry out its neocolonalist policy, is now confronted

with an unprecedently serious challenge.
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What they want is that if they are forced to do away with Thieu,
they will still be able to maintain a regime without Thieu to continue to
implement U, S. neocolonialist policy.

Prompted by the urgent and earnest demands of the nation and of
themselves, the South Vietnamese people have set forth objectives and
slogans for their struggle, with the strength of solidarity and with large
forces, they will struggle to the end and will certainly not deviate from
their set objectives and slogans.

However, no matter whether Thieu is to be done away, the U, S,
imperialists will be unable to solve the comprehensive crisis in South
Vietnam and to avoid tragic defeat.

The que stion raised now for the South Vietnamese people is to
quickly strengthen and resolutely protect the revolutionary forces; to units
and be vigilant against all enemy schemes of sowing dissension among
and fooling the poeple; to accelerate the struggle to take the initiative in
attacking the enemy on all fronts, only then will they win great victories.
No matter how stubborn and perfidious the U, S, Thieu clique may be,
it cannot check the strong development a nd the inevitable victory of
the Southern revolution.

Although the struggle of the Southern people is still replete with
difficulties, hardships and complexities, the new developments over
the past 2 years, specially in 1974, have created a strong and firms
basis for even stronger development in the future. Determined to maintain
peace, scrupulously implement the Paris Agreement and accelerate the
struggle on the military, political and diplomatic fronts, the Southern people
will advance toward achieving the national democratic revolutionary cause in
South Vietnam and toward peacefully reunifying the fatherland.
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BY JOHN F. BARTON

VASHINGTON (UPI) -- ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF FREDERICK C. WEYAND HAS
TOLD CONGRESS THAT SOUTH VIETNAM WILL NOT SURVIVE WITHOUT MAJOR
ADDITIONAL MILITARY AIDe

WEYAND, WHO TESTIFIED FOR SEVEN HOURS IN SEPERATE MEETINGS OF THE
SENATE AND HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEES TUESDAY, WAS ASKED IF
SOUTH VIETNAN COULD SURVIVE WITHOUT MAJOR AMOUNTS dF AID.

THEY CANNOT," HE REPLIED.

"wE§AND TOLD US THAT IF WE HELP THEM THERE IS A CHANCE," REPORTED
REP. F. EDVARD HEBERT, D-LA. "HE COULDN'T GUARANTEE ANYTHING, EXCEPT
THAT THERE WOULD BE A CHANCE. IF WE DON'T HELP THEM, THEY ARF GCONE.
IT'S AS SIMPLE AS THAT."

SEN. JOHN C. STENNIS,.D-MISS., CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE ARMED
SERVICES COMMITTEE, SAID, "GENERAL WEYAND TOLD US THAT SOME
ADDITIONAL MILITARY AID BEYOND THAT ALREADY IN THE PIPELINE WAS
NECESSARY FOR THE SURVIVAL OF VIETNAMe BUT VE DIDN'T TALK NUMBERSe WE
FOUND OUT HOW MUCH OF WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN APPROPRIATED 1S LEFT AND
IT IS VIRTUALLY NOTHING.®

WEYAND SAID HE TOLD CONGRESS THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE "ARE UNDER VERY
HEAVY MILITARY PRESSURE. THEY NEED MATERIAL AND MORAL SUPPORT FROM
THE Uo.Se THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE THEIR BACKS TO THE WALL,” HE SAID.

ASKED IF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE COULD DEFEND SAIGON, WEYAND SALD
"THAT ALL DEPENDS ON WHETHER OR NOT THEY GET SUPPORT "FROM US.®

VIETNAR HIS upcouxuc s-zscu TO_CONG
"] DON'T HAVE ANY CONMMENT ON THAT," HE SAID. "NO AL DECISION
HAS BEEN MADE YET. I WON'T EVEN HAVE A CLUE ON THAT uéf%i‘ruunéﬁﬁ?

NIGHT."
WEYAND WAS PART OF AN ADMINISTRATION DRIVE TO PREPARE CONGRESS FOR

FORD'S ADDRESS. OTHERS TALKING TO CONGRESSIONAL TUESDAY INCLUDED AID

ADMINISTRATOR DANIEL PARKER ON THE ORPHAN AIRLIFT AND PHILIP HABIB, s

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EAST ASIAN AND PACIFIC AFFAIRS, QN‘
CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNAH. ‘ jg
UPI 04-05 03:28 AED i
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 30, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RON NESSEN R &# A7

Attached is a statement proposed by Brent Scowcroft to be put out

to the press here this afternoon in a low-key way. I have also talked

to Dr. Kissinger and he agrees on the desirability of putting out a
statement commenting on the humanitarian aspects of the fall of DaNang.

With your approval I will issue this statement this afternoon, with any
additions or modifications you indicate on this copy.



PROPOSED STATEMENT BY RON NESSEN

The President considers that the fall of DaNang is an immense

human tragedy. It has cruelly trapped many hundreds of thousands of

South Vietnamese refugees who tried until the last moment to escape

the North Vietnamese army. It should be<g deeply disturbing cagxe

to all civilized mankind.



Bakersfield, California
March 31, 1975
10:00 a.m. (PDT)

Ron,
Jack had a call from Joe Laitin and asked me to pass on the following
information to you:

Joe Laitin called at 9:00 a.m. to pass on the following information:

1. Two of the four navy transports have arrived off Nha Trang, which is
200 miles south of DaNang, to begin evacuating refugees. Joe does not know the
location of the other two transports.

2. Secretary Schlesinger will be interviewed at 2:00 p.m. EDT today by
Hank Trewhitt., This is a live interview by PDS and the tape will be turned
over to the three networks for their use. Schlesinger also will be on
FACE THE NATION this Sunday. Both interviews were agreed to several
weeks ago before the Vietnam situation began deteriorating. However, Laitin
says Schlesinger will try to keep the interviews on a broader perspective than
Indochina.

3. Herman Staudt, Under Secretary of the Army has resigned effective May 1 and
his resignation has been accepted by the President. Laitin wants to know
if he can announce it. I told him to wait until we are ready to announce it
here and we will coordinate with him so he can say something at the Pentagon.
His replacement has been selected--1.aitin says,-- but is not to be announced
at this time,
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Bakersfield, California
March 31, 1975
Ron 0:35 a.m.

Jack asked that the following information be added to what I gave
you ea rlier today.

None of the four transports will be going to DaNang and the press has been
told that inWashington, but the White House Press Corp should also be told.

AlsO.eenan.

Ambassador Anderson called. re your conversation with McCloskey

on the NBC special at 11:30 p.m. on Southeast Asia. Apparently

during your earlier conversation you talked about the possibility of Phil
Habib participating in this special. Anderson talked to Habib about this
and Habib said he was to go on record tomorrow at 12:15 and brief.

This briefing would be open for any one to cover, In view of this he
doesn't feel he should talk with NBC tonight...because basically he would'
say the same thing tonight that he will be saying tomorrow. Andeson and
McCloskey both agree with Habib.









Statement Being Put Out Now by Defense to the Hill

and in Response to Press Queries

Concerning Alleged Drawndowns of Equipment From

from Army Reserve Units for the

Emergency ReSupply of South Vietnam

Because of the current situation in South Vietnam, shipment of certain
urgently needed equipment and supplies is being expedited. The material
is being provided under already approved and funded military assistance
programs and, as sometimes is the case, modest quantities are being

obtained from Reserve components. Vee—aiicanai=piepaisad-te—puamwsde
_— o bk

Ron and Jack --

Jack Marsh suggested Lou get this statement to you because
there are numerous queries from the Hill and from the press in the last
several hours that we are taki § large quantities of material from our

. \ . reil ti fl%] . . .
Reserve units. The fact is only a/fe¥ items of equipment are coming from

the Reserves,

(--2,~



April 2, 1975

SUMMARY OF SCHESINGER PRESS CONFERENCE

Cam Ranh Bay under government control. Continued deterioration in the
highlands. bome reduction in combat activities around Saigon and Tay
Ninh. Some increase in Delta, but stable. 2/3 country under Communist
control,

Saigon defenses will be tested in the next 4 weeks or less. $2 billion in equipment
lost, estimated. Cannot reintroduce American troops. Referred to President's
March 6 statement. Could not rule out President asking Congress to use air
power but probability of that relatively low.

One for one replacement of equipment depends on what we perceive present
needs to stabilize Saigon. Contingent on President's decisions after Wyand
report.

Some possible defensive afea around Saigon and delta which can be held with
present forces. But depends on North Vietnam intentions to move uncommitted
divisinns south and ability of South Vietnam to pull together their troops.

Relatively little movement of North Vietnam troops in MR1, but some southward
movement of NVN strategic reserve divisions in North Vietnam.

U.S. has plans to evacuate Saigon, as we have plans to evacuate Americans from
any capital in the world., U.S. forces are available for emergency evacuation
if requested by Ambassador through the State Department. Concer

Concerning use of Marines on ships in territorial waters, DoD position is to
adhere strictly to the law , pertaining to the cutoff of all combat activity of
August 15, 1973, Participation in combat not permitted. If U.S. forces
were placed in a position where they could be drawn into combat, we would be
in violation of that law.









Official notification went to Eastland and McFall, who is speaker
pro tem, Eastland and McFall were informed by phone and the
official notification went by Western Union telegram. (In addition,

their Washington staffs received a copy of the communication. )

Albert were informed through the Ambassador in China. In addition,

he Washington staff received a copy of the report.






April 15, 1975

The Administration will have witnesses testifying on the Vietnam
legislation (and other related matters) Tuesday before the following
Congressional Committees:

SENATE

Armed Services: Secretary Schlesinger and General Weyand,
2 p.m. OPEN

Appropriations: Secretary Kissinger, 10 a.m. OPEN

Judiciary Committee: Commissioner L.eonard Chapman of
Immigration and Naturalization Services and his
Executive Officer, James Greene; Phillip Habib,
Under Secretary of State, OPEN

HOUSE

Armed Services: Secretary Schlesinger and General Weyand,
10 a.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION

House Legislative and National Security Subcommittee: Robert Miller,
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs; and Frank L. Kellogg, Special Assistant
to the Secretary for Refugee and Migration, 2 p.m.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
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THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY AFTER VIETNAM

It now looks as though South Vietnam will be lost militarily within
a matter of weeks and perhaps days. Now, where do we go from
here? Will we revise our world-wide policies or will we keep
them? Will we avoid other entanglement or will we want to rush
into it? Why are you talking so much about the Domino Theory and
about the decline in American influence -- w111 that not bring about
precisely that decline that you fear?

As I said in my speech to the Congress, our national urnity is
a priceless asset, and one of the most tragic consequences the
situation in Vietnam could have would be to use it to pit Americans
against other Americans. Some Americans have believed throughout
this conflict that the war and our involvement in it was a mistake.
Many others lost a member of their family or a friend, or must
watch a2 wounded veteran trying to make a new life. And countless
others grieve for our frustrated attempts to help a-small, brave
country preserve its independence. The Vietnam war has touched
too many American and Vietnamese lives for there not to be an
effect on our country. The important point is what we learn from

our experiences. What expectations for the future will we have and

how do we envision our role in helping to sha.p’e that future?

We have a sound foreign policy structure and we must keep

that in mind as we try to put an end to our self-inflicted wounds.
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I.f. we can respond to adversity with dignity and demonstrate
to all that we can and do intend to continue our role as a major
force for peace throughout the world, thea our commitments to
our allies and our warnings to potential adversaries will be heeded
and will be believed. We have n§ choice but to play a major role
in world affairs; therefore, we should resolve not to shrink from
the duties of leadership on complex issues of our interdependent

world.

There is so much to be done: We have allies who have relied
upon our cooperation and support for more than a generation. We
have adversaries with whom we have begun to lessen tensions and
seek common grounds of cooperation in the interest of reducing the
dangers of ﬁar. We must meet the challenges of hunger, lead the
way for technological advancement while preserving the environment
and help to assure that the oceans are used as a basis of peaceful
cooperation rather than conflict. In sum, America.n leadership
is'needed in the creation of new institutions and practices forA
worldwide prosperity and progress. A new order is emerging which
all nations must have a part and in which American will have a leading

role as long as I am President,

»
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4/21/75
DEPARTURE OF AMERICANS FROM VIETNAM

2ACKGROUND:

There are now about 3,000 American citizens in South Vietnam and
an estimated 200, 000 potential evacuees.

Q. Where do we stand on the evacuation of Americans, and what
are our goals in terms of reduction of U.S. and Vietnamese

personnel?

A, As Ihave stated, I don't think any useful purpose is served, nor
do we intend to engage in a daily accounting of departing Americans
or engage in speculation about future departures. Per the President's
order, Americans whose services are no longer needed or whose

functions have been terminated have been leaving.




PRESS GUIDANCE April 21, 1975

U.S. REACTION TO THIEU'S RESIGNATION

QUESTION: Do you have any comment on President Thieu's
resignation?
ANSWER: We have no comment on{the announcement other

than that the transfer of power and the
formation of a new government appear to be

taking place in accordance with constitutional

processes.
QUESTION:_ Will Thieu's resignation promote négotiations?
ANSWER: It would be more appreopriate for the new

government to address that guestion.

QUESTION: What is the U.S. assessment now for the chances
for negotiations?
ANSWER: I have no comment on that questi&n at this
._ time, We'presume'ﬁhat the new government
will make its positions known when it is
ready to do so.
QUESTION: Do you have any comment onh Thieu's reference

to U.S. pressure?

ANSWER: We have no comment on any of the details of

President Thieu's speech.

QUESTION: Was the U.S. Government informed in advanca of
resignation? - T
RN
ANSWER: Yes, fij ' If
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QUESTION:
ANSWER:

QUESTION:
ANSWER:

QUESTION:

ANSWER:

How far in advance? ’ . 4

Shortly before it was made.

What are Thieu's plans? | {

I have no idea at this time.

Will this development affect the departure of
Americans from Viet-Nam in any way?

The reduction
will continue

order,

EA:RHMiller:aoa

4/21/7%
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in the number of the Americans

in accordance with the President's

EA-Mr. Habib




April 22, 1975

PRCOSFECT OF THIEU VISIT TO THE U, S,

FYI ONLY: In response to questions about the possibility of President
Thieu coming to the United States, State Department issued the following
guidance yesterday:

Q. Would President Thieu be welcome in the United States if he
asked to come here?

A. This questions has not arisen, as I said earlier. I think obviously
if such a request were made, we would look upon it with sympathy.

But this is a hypothetical situation.

Q. Look upon it with sympathy?

A, Yes,

Q. Why obviously?

A, Well, I think this is a man with whom we have been associated
for a great number of years. I would like to just leave it there
and not make any further comment now because the question,

I emphasize again, has not arisen.



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

NOTE FOR:

FROM: RON NESSEN
















April 30, 1975

PRESIDENT'S AID REQUEST

What is the status of the legislation providing $327 million
in assistance to Vietnam?

We are now assessing the situation to determine the
needs of the refugees which we understand to be between
50 and 60 thousand. The President hopes the Congress will
proceed to pass the Conference Report on Humanitarian
Assistance. While he recognizes that the evacuation authorities
are no longer needed, the President feelsthat passage of the bill now
before the House would be the most expeditious way to provide
urgently needed funding for refugee transportation, care and

resettlement.





