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March 13, 1975

REMARKS OF GENERAL WILLIAM WESTMORELAND
ON THE NORTH LAWN

1:35 P.M. EDT

Q Will you tell us what you talked about
with the President?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: The President is an old
friend of mine. When I was a young Brigadier General in
Washington and he was a freshman Congressman, we became
acquainted. We traveled to his home town of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, on a number of occasions together, and we :
went to Europe on one occasion together.

So, he and Mrs. Ford are dear friends of ours.
We did a lot of reminiscing, but we talked about a number
of things.

Q Did you talk at all, sir, about the current
situation on Capitol Hill with the aid for Indochina?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: We did. We discussed
that subject -- not exhaustively, but we deplored the
present trend of events.

Q You deplored it, you say?
GENERAL WESTMORELAND: I did, yes.

Q Could you £ill us in on what you mean by
that?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: I think our most important
asset in this country is our credibility, and I think if
we fail to support our friends that we have been supporting
over the years -- and I talked specifically about Cambodia
and Vietnam -- we are going to damage our international
credibility.

Q General, could you tell us what effect you
think the fall of Cambodia would have on South Vietnam?
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GENERAL WESTMORELAND: I think you have to put
this in broad context. The objective of Hanoi is to
dominate Indochina. Sihanouk has nothing to do with
Cambodia. He could be installed as a figurehead if the
Communists took over, but he has noireal clout.

Hanoi is behind this effort. Hanoi is the
oppressor of the orient now, and particularly Southeast
Asia, and their objective from the very beginning is to
dominate Indochina. They are behind this effort, and if
they take over Cambodia, it is going to be another step in
fulfilling their long-range mission.

Q Do you think the President shares your views,
sir?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: He does not disagree with
them, but we didn't discuss them to the point, and certainly
I was not presumptious enough to try to pin the President
down &s to whether he agreed or disagreed with me.

Q General, you sound as if you think that
there should be more than $220 million in aid, which
according to Administration experts only gives the
Cambodian government a reasonable chance of survival.

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: Having supported them to
the extent that we have, which was in accordance with
the doctrine that was promulgated at Guam, as long as they
are willing to fight for their own freedom and their own
independence, it would seem to me that we should give them
a fair chance.

Whether or not this amount of money will do the
trick, I don't know, but the point is that the enemy is
not ten feet tall.

Q Would you not say that the United States,
with all of the money and the lives that have been poured
into Southeast Asia, has given those-countries a fair chance?
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GENERAL WESTMORELAND: I think we have been
generous with our aid and, of course, this has been in
the great American tradition. The thing that worries
me is that we seem to be punishing our friends and
rewarding our enemies. The culprit in this whole thing
is Hanoi. Hanoi is the one who has set aside and violated
the provisions of the Paris cease-fire accords.

It is Hanoi that has been moving more and more
troops down to the South. Tt is Hanoi that is supported
and aiding and abetting the Khmer Rouge that have made
the progress that they have made.

I might point out parenthetically that the
strategic pattern in'Cambodia now is that followed by
the Communists in China where they have dominated the
countryside and surrounded the cities,whereas their
general strategy in Vietnam is to divide the country
through the use of force.

Q General, do you think that they really
have a chance if they get through to the rainy season
or --

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: If they can hold on until
May, when the rainy season starts, they might be able
to regroup and they might be in a position that would give
them sufficient strength, hopefully, but this is certainly
not assured in order to come to some compromise.

Q General, if Cambodia falls, do you think
South Vietnam also will be threatened?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: It will not help the
situation in Cambodia. As a matter of fact, it will be
injurious to the situation in’Cambodia because the
Communists will have Cambodia as a base.that they can use
against Vietnam.

Q You said Cambodia. My question was --

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: 1If the Communists dominate
Cambodia, it will give them the whole country as a base.
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They can open up the seaport town which used to
be known as Sihanouk, and is still referred to as that
from time to time, where supplies can be moved in and which
will simplify the logistics for the North Vietnamese.

Q To attack South Vietnam?
GENERAL WESTMORELAND: To attack South Vietnanm.

Q General, have you got any impression from
the President as to whether he thinks there is a chance
to get this aid after this vote yesterday by the caucus?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: He did not express an
opinion on this. I would say he did not express optimism,
but I don't think he has given up.

Q Do you think he has any:option if Congress
does not provide more aid? Do you have a feeling that
there is anything America can do, that the Administration,
without Congress, could do to carry out its policy?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: Of course, I think it is
too bad that the President does not have the power to use
the resources available to us in order to stabilize the
situation. The only language that Hanoi understands is
the language of force, and I think it is too bad that we
could not again mine Haiphong Harbor.

The President does not have the authority to use
tactical air or B-52 strikes to hit the Communists supply
lines, all of which have been set up in violation of the
Paris cease-fire accords.

Q You would support that?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: Absolutely I:would support
it. It is the only language they understand.

Q American troops again on the ground?

Q The timing of your visit here to see the
President seems to be a bit of a coincidence.
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GENERAL WESTMORELAND: As you may or may not know,
on the 3rd of January, in Palm Springs, I suffered a
coronary attack. I have been on convalescent leave from
the hospital. I returned yesterday to Walter Reed Hospital
for checksand evaluation.

I expect to return to my home town tomorrow
evening. I was given a stress test today, and I had a long
conference with the doctor. He says I have made a
remarkable recovery. He tells me that I can now carry
on a normal routine and play golf and eventually I can'play
tennis, and he urges me to be prudent in the build-up of
my physical activity and he feels that I can do it now.

Q Did you contact the White Housey or did
the President contact you about this meeting today?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: The President sent word
to me that he wanted to see me. We had planned to get
together in mid-January, and then I had this coronary
attack. Then the appointment secretary called me several
times. I then called him and told him that I would be
up here for this examination and at that time this appoint-
ment was arranged.

Q Did the President want your advice on
Indochina?

GENERAL WESTMORELAND: I think he was much
interested in my views.

THE PRESS: Thank you very much, General.

END (AT 1:42 P.M. EDT)
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I am delighted to have the opportunlty to speak to the

Navy League of the United States. Knowing how deeply
dedicated the Navy League has been In its support of a
.8trong national defense, I have been looking. forward to.
‘this evening to share with you my views on a critical’
defense guestion facing our nation. The guestion is how
should we support our national security commitments around

the world, and the specific cases that I will address this'f

evening are Cambodia and South Vietnam.

celebrate the 200th anniversary of the battles of Lexingto
and Concord, where “"once the embattled. farmers stood, and
fired the shot heard round the world." As a nation,. we are
filled with pride whenever we hear those immortal words of’
Emerson and reflect on the basic principles for which we
stand. :

Exactly one month from today, on Aprll 19th, we w;li %

Now, 200 years later, we are engaged in a natlonal
debate as to whether or not we should continuve financial
‘assistance to the besieged nations of Cambodia and South
Vietnam. Will some future poet write where “once the

. embattled peasants stood, fired, and the click was heard e

- round the world?" That click would be the sound made by -
some rifle hammer striking an empty chamber, the day that
the last round of ammunition had been spent by those
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fighting for their £freedom in Southeast Asia. as Emerson's
words fill us with prlde, how do these words strike our
natlonal ear, "the cllc? heard round the world?“

The issues involved in whether ox not to. continue
military assistance to Cambodia and South Vietnam are clear.
First, to the people who live there, we havé a moral obliga-
tion which we should not shirk. Some would have us believe
that we could bring an end to the killing and suffering by
cutting off our support to the government forces, putting
the government in the position of having to negotiate or
surrender. But experience has shown in both Cambodia and

‘Vietnam that a Communist takeover of an area does not bring

an end to killing and suffering: " instead it subjects help~

. less people to unspeakable horrors. The Communists, being

a minority, will surely, as they have elsewhere, eliminate

potential and actual opposition leaders. This means count-V
less military commissioned and non-commissioned officers,

civil servants, teachers, business men and religious leaders

will be "neutralized." The 1968 Communist occupation of Hue

is but one example. Sixteen hundred people on prepared
lists were murdered as the top three levels of leadership
in that provincial capital were eliminated.

I believe that if Phnom Penh were to be overrun by the

Communist insurgents, there would, over a period of time, be

a bloody accounting that would not stop with just a few .
government leaders, judging from. what has already happened |
in Cambodian villages and militaxy units that have been
overrun by these so-called "liberators." Only through
continued economic and military assistance to these.
beleaguered peoples 1s there a reasonable and honorable
opportunity to end needless bloodshed. Moreover, our
terminhation of aid to these people would be geen by the
world as a cold and calculated move by the United States

in disregard of our hlstorical relatlonahip and mutual
sacrifices.

The second issue is whether the problems of Southeast

Asia will be solved by Communist conquest or by negotiated P

‘settlement. The governments of Cambodla, South Vietnam,
- and the United States have made vigorous and continuous

efforts over the past vears to bring about a ceasefire and
a political settlement in both these war~ravaged countries.’
For example, after the Januaxy 1973 Paris Accords that were
to bring peace between North and South Vietnam, the

Carmbodian government declared a unilateral ceasefire, called
 for negotiations, and has since repeatedly expressed its

willingness to be flexible in achieving a negotiated end
to the conflict. Despite simxlar efforts by the South

e T T Ty T T s e

. e VT e :
: S
; IR
4 "»..,"
) it
, \ . I A
: [E
j l
#
¥
! .

PR . -




vietnamess, the North Vietnamese have outrageously ignored | P
the Paris Accords from their very beginning, They have s .
relentlessly increased their troops, supplies, and arms L
throughout Indochina and have now launched, with some Lt
initial success, a major effort in' South Vietnam, using SRS |
heavy artillery and tanks. HoW can we now terminate our - = —=w —eif
aid and leave these people lelpless in the face of this. T |
Communist offensive. To cut off aid now would be viewed - .. = b
by much of the world as a fundamental lack of resolve on- - -.. . i. Y }
_ our part -~ or even worse, a Suggestion that aggression . o fu}
pays. . _ ' L

Last year North Vietnam received a record increise in’ . !
' milltary and economic aid from other Communist countties. '

We estimate that Communist aid to Hanol réached $1.7 bil~ .
lion last year ~= an increase of $700 mlllion over 1973. o

s o e—

As you know, the President has asked Congress td i
appropriate a $300 million supplemental in military aid ‘
. for South Vietnam this year, which is still $400 miljion .
less than what was originally requested. The principal
difficulty of the South Vietnamese Armed Forces today is
due to the lack of support in this year's funding. e had-
estimated a requirement for $1.4 billion which was reduced
to ‘an ‘authorization of $1 billion and further reduced to .
an appropriation of $700 million. ' There have been no major
" end items supplied this year. Noné of the combat lokses
in aircraft, tanks or armored personnel carriers has; been
‘replaced. There has been no contract maintenance -~ just
fuel and ammunition with which to defénd thelr homel nd. .
For example, they are trying to fight with one-seventh of
their C€-130 transports flyable (5 to 7 out of 34) angd one-rg
sixth of their CHINOOK helicopters operating (10 to 12 out -
of 64}, Consequently, today we see district capitals
falling to the Communists, and province capitals like
Pleiku, Kontum and Ban Me Thuot in ‘dire stralts.-
If United States support does nat contxnue, South o
Vietnam will ' be forced into an increasingly defénsive
‘posture in face of the current major series of attacks
" by the North Vietnamese. The South Vietnamese lost six
district capitals in as many days last week. They are - R
having to make the tough decision on which province capi-
“tals can still be saved. Their backs are against the IR
wall! The argument is no longer academic.

: Cambodia's situation 18 even more critical. Heré S R
‘cruclial supplies are now measured in days. If additional ‘
aid 1is not forthcoming within the next few weeks, Cambodia o "'W
will no longer have the ammunition with which to defend SRR ER
herself, nor the rice to feed the multitudinous refugees |- - : .+ &
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who flee before the Communist onslaught and eeek safetyfin N ‘_ > Bl
the cities. '

| A |
‘Additional military aid to the Cambodian government is i ? ?&
needed to re-establish a military equilibrium -- we need to . = |}
convince the Communists that a military solution would be a |

most difficult and costly affair. We can hope that the "‘ R
the Communists will come to the negotiating table and . !- g;gx

abandon the battlefield. Our failure to provide assistance = .| "}
will wvastly diminish the possibility of a political setkle- =~~~ .}
-ment which protects the rights of both sides. There will ~ HETURE A |
-bhe no political settlement if the frees people of Phnom Penh
. are denied the means to resist., Of this I. am certaln. '

'A In both Cambodia and South Vietnam, all recent effbrts. :
at a negotiated settlement have been rebuffed by the Com- ‘
munists, not because of any failure to offer reasonable!
conmpromises by both the Cambodian and South Vietnamese
governments, but because the Communists now believe that
they can win their objectives on the bhattlefield. We

.-will encqurage these aggressors' beliefs if we terminate
aid to these embattled nations. We certainly want an end
to the killing, and negotiated settlements, but we have
scant hope of success unless we act quickly to prov1de '
‘aadltional aid@ for both countrzes..

Pre31dent Ford has said:, “If we abandon our allles,
we w;ll be saying to the world that war pays.  Aggression
will not 'stop, rather it will increase. In Cambodia the
aggressors will have shown that if negotiations are
resisted, the United States will weary, abandon its

‘ friends, and force will prevail "

) Tonlght, ‘we stand on the eve of a momentous natlonal '
dacision. Fortunately, or unfortunately, the world does
note and will long remember what we do for Southeast Asia.
The London Daily Express has declared that "if ameérica ~ " *~
fails to honor her obligations in Cambodia and South
Vietnam, the Russians and Chinese could draw the conclusion !
that America will not honor her commitments anywhere. That

. would be very bad news. indeed for Asia, the Middle East -~
_and especially for Western Europe."” Similar thoughts have
been expressed in the press of Hamburg, of Vienna, and of
Malta. East Asian editors echo the same fears, reporting-
in Seoul that U.S. failure to act would "generate psycho-

loglcal unea51ness and distrust among Asian allles v

b -

1f thls country will not contlnue to support our moral""
obligation in Southeast Asia with dollars, the word of the
”\ United States w111 surely count for less 1n the world. -
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The ultimate cost of failing to do what should be done
~— would be far greater than the cost of our continued sup- ;
port of our moral obligation. The ultimate question, . : SRR
therefore, is whether the United States is a responsible - ;,“55.‘
1

~
A DRI e

power that acts with due regard: for its historic involve-
ments, obligations, and commitments to other nations in
helping preserve world peace,

All of us can and must do a much better job of - e
informing the public of our compelling military responsi- AR |
bilities, both here at home and on the frontiers of free- - ERPEET
l dom- : |

L . E ' R S

And one month from today, as we celebrate the 200th P
anniversary of the battles of Lexington and Concord, c
where “"once the embattled farmers stood, and fired the
‘shot heard round the worild," let us fervently hope and

. pray that thls celebration will not be marred, nor the
principles for which we 8tand sullied by "the click
heard round the world."

Thank you. .

. . -END~ .
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(This 4is not a verbatim tranacript)

DoD Morning News Briefing
Thursday, March 20, 1975, 11:15 a.m.
. {Maj. Gen. Sidle)

Announcementa:

1, - On the Hill: We posted the achedule a8 uaual. We have some statenents.

Mr. Schlesinger teatifies at executive session of Senate Armed Servicea Committee
at 10:00 a.m. -~ no statement; Maj. Gen. L. E. Weber, Chief of Hational Guard
Bureau, is before the House Armed Services M{litary Personnel Subcommittee on
ragerves; Brig., Gen. Blanton, USAF, testifies at closed session of Senate
Appropriations Defense Subcommittee on '76.appropriations for 0&M., Lt. Gen.

Figh appears before the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on foreign

military assistance. We will have statements for the last three when they
are released by Congress.

2. No speech texte today. Dr. Malcolm Currie, DDR&E, 1is at Hilton Head,

SC, where he'll participate in a panel discussion sponsored by the rlectronic
Industries Associlation.

3. The Soviets have fired the second ICBM in their current test series in
the Pacific; this one we characterize as probably a §5-18; again with a single
reentry vehicle and it impacted at 10:20 p.m. last night our time.

Q: Same area =~ 1700 miles south of Hawaii? | i

A: Same place. ZLaunch: Central USSR; distance: about the same as last
tine, 8,000 nautical miles. ,

Q: Ships still in the area? S ,,
A: Ships are still in the area; the area is still closed. < !

Q: I saw an AP report that the warning to ‘matiners had been lifted.
4: I haven't recefved that oxficially, it could be. Sometimes they only
shoot & couple. If that's true, we'll probably get it shortly. g

Q: Do you have reports of any Soviet naval activity arOund the #IA/Hughes
sunken submarine area?

A: The only report we have is as of late Tuesday, or rather Wednesday morning
our time, that there was a Soviet tug about 40 miles north of Oshu.. It hasa't
communicated with any U.S. Navy vessel or anyone else that we know about. It's
not unusual for a Soviet ship to be in those waters and as far as we know there

are no other Soviet ships within several hundred miles of Hawaii.  Just the one tu§.

! ) i

A geagoing tug? ‘ ) o ‘
It's a seagoing tug. _ . :

e wp

e

No other ships within how many miles? S P
Several hundred; 6-700 miles. : '

is chere any electronic gear on that tug?
I do not have any word on that. The tug isn't very big, of course.

o on

L PO 2'0 > O

¢ Are you going to shadow that tug?

ave no comment on that.
4: Ih . MORE
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(Thie 4s not a verbatim transcript) - _ 2.

Q! Wha: do they call this ehip, does it have a name or numher?
A: Itprobably does, but I don’'t have a name or number.

Qs Is there any reason to believe that it 8 in any way connected with che
reportad recovery of the submarine?

Al No reason to belleve that or not to believe it. We just don't know
what 1t g doing there.

Q: It s been in the area of Hawall for several days, haan’t i¢? o
A: It's been there at leaat a couple of daya. _

Qs It would have to have left port a long time ago ‘to have gotten thete..
A: That's true, it's not a high-speed vessel.

Q¢ Did the Pentagon ever anunounce the sinking of the Soviet Golf-type
submarine in 19687 There's-a Navy report on the Soviet navy that indicates
- that they're aware that onme had aunk?

A:' We looked into that. I don't have any comment on it. I frankly don't
know. We haven't been able to find any such announcement. That doesn’t mean
" it wasn't made though. It was a long time ago. We're 'still checking that.

Q: Wasn't there something said here off{cially st some stage where a
couple of Russian seagoing salvage ships or rescue ships were in the Atlantic
with & sub in distress on the surface and we were told, I think we were told
-~ my files don't show it -- but my recollection is the next chapter was on dn
04l spot on the surface?l

Ai My ‘recollection definitely is we've made some kind of statement like
that. let me check that out,

Q: Last week the Sec%etary indicated that the thinking was that the North
Vietnamese were just chipping away provieional capitals, etc., now that the

South Vietnamese are abandoning whole provinces, etc., What's the current theory
on what the intention is of the South Vietnamese? '

@: Intention oflthe South Vietnamese?

Q! And the North Vietnamese, what's the current thinking of what's going
on in South Vietnam?

At You are aware that President Thieu made a speech a few hours age in
Saigon in which he did say that the cities of Pleiku and Kontum had been
evacuated. 'He gave a rationale for that as "overpowering enemy strength

in country. He did not get into & real anawer to your question; therefore,
- X can't efther. ! -

Q What do Pentagon analysts say about what's going on based on our latest
reports? I understand that we think 1it's a worse situation than we ever ‘
thought it wae last week. As late as last week, it's really gotten very bad.

A: There's no question, it's very obvious, I think, that everyone believes
the situation is worse than {t was last week. We're not in a position to make
any comment on that at this point, As I saild yesterday, we really have to let
the South Vietnamese talk first, it's their country, their government.

' | N t MORE
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(This 18 not a verbatim transcript) 3.

Qs But they re not even admittiug that there's a withdrawal underway?

A: Yes, they are. That's what I1'm saying., They are admicting a withdrawal,
They're admitting a heavy attack being mounted in northern MR I; shelling of Hue
and & great number of things. But they re not getting into the answer to your
quastion, and therefore, I really can't either.

Q: Pretty often over the years you've given a Pentagon analysis from this -
platform.

A: That's correct, but we usually do this, 1f you'll recall, to enlarge on
something that's already been announced. I don't want to get out ahead of
President Thieu, in other words. s

Q: ‘We've often sat here and talked about the chances of a North Vietnamese
offensive and contradicted what President Thieu has said when he has been ‘
predicting one every week on end. . . o

A: That's back a long way in history on that, : L R

Q: Going back over the lagt five years, how much do we ?
A: It's a little different ballgame when we were in the act directly. we

were perfectly qualified to talk about what was going on when our troops
were there too.

Q: Do you have some new information on the NVA units that are involved in the
attack in MR It Any new stuff coming from the DMZ that we didn't know about? B

"A: I don't think there's anything that hasn’t been discussed before, President
Thieu's speech also talkg about divisions. We haven't seen it long enough to |
really know whether we agree 100 percent or not. It sounded to me on one reading °

that we're reasonably in line.  Everybody's using the same numbers. I d -
have: to check that further. _ - - -~ e '4~~nﬁﬂ'

Q: Are we still meeting all the one for one on the replacements? Has there
been any effort to move ahead in terms of.shipments to South- Vietnam, deliverle:
or anything 1ike thag ?

A - The Congregsional fund cut absolutely prohibited us -- we don't have

the money and have not had the money to meet this on a one-for-one basie for losses.

- As you notfced in General Brown's speech yesterday, he addressed this
problem very directly and I'11 give you his statement: "There have been no
najor end-items replaced this year. None of the combat losges and aircraft,
tanks and armored personnel carriers have been replaced.” So we're not doing
that, With the money -- the $700 nillion -- we've been spending, has been -
for POL, amnunition and some spare parts. That's it. |

Q: When wae the last one-for-one delivery that we could have wget the .
schedule on a one~for-one basis? E |

A: I'1l have to check that. I don't know when. The point is there's beem ‘i
none in this fiscal year for losses incurred this fiscal year. oot

b

" Q! Rocket numbers? J
R ‘Rocket numbers today: 16 - 1078 in the Pochentong metropolitan areas.

Q: Any 10587 o . r ,
At No 105s, ‘ : :

The £lights were 44 —- 23 were C-130s and 21 were DC-8s. o

END
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