The original documents are located in Box 5, folder “Correspondence - Congratulatory
Letters: A-B” of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Ron Nessen donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 5 of the Ron Nessen Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



(95

The University of Nebraska at Omaha
Box 688 Omaha, Nebraska 68101 402/554-2276

College of Public Affairs and Community Service
Office of the Dean ' September 31, 1974

Mr. Ron Nessen

Presidential Press Secretary
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20000

Dear Ron:

Congratulations on your new Appointment! When I first heard the
news, I admit I had mixed emotions since my images of you have primarily
been dependent on Lois' Sensitive Insights and your public presentation
of self via NBC. My "wait and see" attitude with respect to the Ford
Administration was fast plunging into futility because of the Nixon pardon
and suddenly I was confronted with conflicting images--the one I had
conjured up with respect to President Ford and the one I had accepted
with respect to you.

As in all attitude conflicts, there is usually an easy solution
or resolution which we are usually guilty of not taking but I refuse to
suffer that guilt. Since government is ultimately not the person but the
people who surround the person, I think the current administration has a
real plus, Ron, if you are indicative of the caliber of individuals
which will collectively represent the power of the nation. I guess that
is laying a pretty heavy trip on you but I do want you to know for what-
ever value it may represent, that I am 102% behind your appointment and I
hope the position allows you to realize your aspirations and desires.

Ron, now that you are meshed into the perpetual motion of the
government machine, it will probably be some time before we can meet and
have that long talk that I was looking forward to when we invited you to
the Spmine-Sympbwtes Iast year. The is still open and if you
are ever in this part of the country and if you want to disengage for a
minute, hour, or day feel free to call, stop in, or whatever. Also, Ron,
if at any time you need the support of a damn good but renegade humanistic
sociologist during this reactionary period, which Pop Culture is calling
nostalgic and in which the academic world is replanting its ivy and rebuilding
its towers, call -on me!
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October 1, 1974

The Honorable Ron Nessen
Press Secretary to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Ron,

Congratulations and good luck with your new job., It's a
tough one and, as John Scali told me after serving as

Mr. Nixon's foreign affairs adviser for a few months,
you sure get a different perspective of former colleagues.

Valerie and I have been running WPBR in Palm Beach for
almost two years now, In addition to a talk show that
we do each morning I do an occassional editorial the
most recent of which is enclosed for your information.
Should any response ensue I'll send same along,
Once again, good luck,

Best regards,

Ol ot

Everett H. |Aspinwall, Jr,
General Makpger

EHA /aeb

Enc.

'E? Palm Beach Radio/3000 South Ocean Boulevard/Paim Beach, Florida 33480 {305)- 582 7401
RADIO
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EDITORIAL, SEPTEMBER 30, 1974

President Ford has asked all Americans to come up with a list of
ten ways to conserve energy and fight inflation. He has asked

us all to share the list with our neighbors and to send him a
copy. OK, Mr. President, here's mine:

1. I will postpone indefinitely the purchase and installation
of a WPBR hot water heater. We don't really need one anyway.

2. I am asking all WPBR employees to renew their efforts to
put out all unnecessary electric lights. Last time we did this
we cut 100 bucks off the electric bill.

3. The company car. No more 22 round trips to town a day.
A little more organization on the part of us all will mean that
we make one trip and get all the errands done at the same
time. Sound unamerican? Not these days.

4.  Air conditioning., I love air conditioning. It means I can
survive in the Florida climate. As of now, thermostats will
be set a full five degrees higher than heretofore.

5. A particularly wasteful habit of mine at home is to use
hot water for everything. 1 use hot water to brush my teeth,
No more,

6. I like to soak in a nice big hot tub reading and if it cools
off a bit then I give it another shot of hot water, Starting today...
shallow baths. No soaks. Shorter showers. The whole number,

7.  While shaving I've been lefting the hot water run
continuously to rinse the shaving cream off my razor. I recall
that during the Depression my Dad used to run about one inch
of lukewarm water into the bathroom basin and that only when
the gas was turned on. From now on, an inch or so in the
basin will do for me.

8. We'll be eating out a little less from now on. That will
not only save gas but it'll save money too.

9. I recall an Old New England saying of my boyhood that I
will try to remember more often, ''(Be it up, wear it out,"
Not bad advice these days,

And 10, We just got back from a vacation trip abroad where
we noticed a foreign custom that if adopted here might serve
two purposes. Automobile operators in European cities
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drive with only their dim lights on at night. It must save
energy, and if we start to do it...by law...then it could
serve as an added reminder to us all, that we are in an
energy crunch and in a desperate fight against inflation.
Sort of like the effect created by blacking out the top

half of our headlights during World War Two.

Those are my recommendations. I'm sending them to the
President as he requested. I hope you do too. And mail

a copy to WPBR. We'll read the best ones on the air as part
of our contribution in this terribly important struggle for our
survival.,
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Domestic and International Business

Administration
Washington, D.C. 20230

SEP 25 197,

September 23, 1974

Mr. Ron Nesson
Press Secretary
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Ron:

Congratulations on your appointment as White House
Press Secretary; and welcome to the Federal Bureaucracy.

Certainly, the President could not have made a better
choice. The fact that he selected someone from the
fifth estate is a tribute to your journalistic abilities
and recognition of the fact that broadcast news is now
an equal partner in the news gathering system of our
country.

You, of course, can count on my support from my current
position at the Department of Commerce.

Best of luck,

B

Robert B. Amdur
Deputy Director

Office of Public Affairs VQ/bf/
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GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION
1660 L STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

September 23, 1974 SEP 241974

Mr, Ron Nessen
Press Secretary

The White House
Washington, D.C, 20500

Dear Ron:

Congratulations on your appointment. We know you will
do an outstanding job.

Thought you might enjoy the attached Martinsburg Journal
story which has a local flavor.

Kind regards,

Fred J. Archibald
Manager
Community Relations

Enclosure
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- NBCNEWS

PN OF NATIONA BRCA SYLING

THIRTY ROCI\ErELLE R PLAZA, NEW YORI\ Y. roozo, CIRCLE 7-8300

JOSEPH ANGOTTI

September 24, 1974

Dear Ron . . .

Now that vou're leaving I can tell you some
things I wouldn't have dared mention hefore,

I think you were one of the most complete
.correspondents this network ever had. We have
a lot of peonle who excel at different parts of
the reporting craft. Very few can put it
together . . . from writing to broadcast . . .
as well as you. I formed that opinion when we
wers on the road together and I kept it when I
became a producer.

So thers, I mention all this now because
I don't care if you get a swollen ego in your
new job., Good luck.

&

pP.S. You still need a haircut.









DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21235

REFER TO:

IDO-1 October 16, 1974

Mr. Ron Nessen
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Ron:

My belated congratulations and best wishes on the new assignment
to what 1s easily the most important press job in the world. The
President could not have made a better selection for this critical
spot both from his point of view and from the perspective of the
public and your professional colleagues. Your competence and
integrity are without question.

Good luck as you go about the difficult business of participating
in policy making on major issues and in translating major and minor
decisions to all of us.

Sincerely,

eft P. Byn
Director
Bureau of District Office Operations
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Alexander Granb

& COMPANY INTERNATIONAL FIRM
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS ALEXANDER GRANT TANSLEY WITT

September 23, 1974

Mr. Bonald Nesson

White House Press Secretary
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Ron:

Here are congratulations from a name dating back
some twenty odd years into your past-———ceeemmmue__ Sid
Brotman . . . . . . Calvin Coolidge High School!

I have watched your career blossom on National
television and each time I said to my kids, "I went to
high school with that guy (only he had more hair then)."

I must tell you, Ron, I feel rather proud to see
an old school buddy reach this pinnacle of success. I am
happy for you and wish you much luck. You know, it is some-
what interesting watching you grow bald.

Best regards.

Sincerely

/ SIDNEY BROTMAN

SB/sac

C i,

MERCANTILE BANK & TRUST BLDG. TWO HOPKINS PLAZA BALTIMORE, MD 21201 (301) 685-4000































































In:;lependent Television I’ews ‘

Michael Brunson

United States Correspondent
800 National Press Building
Washington, D.C. 20004
Phone: (202) 638-2413

SFP 2731974

September 20th 1974,

Mr Ron Nessen,

Press Secretary to the President,
The White House,

Washington D.C., 20500,

Dear Ron,

Many congratulations on your new appointment, which
~ is so richly deserved,

I shall not forget that excellent 'briefing' you
once gave me as we bounced around in a bus together
in the middle of North Carolina, on Mr Ford as

Vice President.

And T look forward to receiving from you at

the Briefing Room rostrum similar helpful
understanding of Mr F as President,

Singerely Youfs

Michael Brunson
U.S. Correspondent, //

VW/%

ITN is the news division of the British commercial television network. Head Office: ITN House Welis Street London W1P 3FE
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HORACE BUSBY

!;!E') Egti o e

September 24, 1974

Mr. Ron Nessen
The White House
Washington, D.C.
Dear Ron:

If fairness and civility are relevant assets in
your new job, then this ought to be a great success.
You gave one President a very fair ride from the other
side of the desk, and I hope that the forces now at
work in Washington will let you do the same for this
President.

In a quite neutral way, I care very much about
the success of this presidency, and I hope that you
can contribute much to that objective. Needless to
say, of course, like all your friends, I hope this is

a rousing success for you in every way.

All the best.

/
Sinceyely,

NOO CONNECTICUT AVENUE,N. W. WASHINGTON,D.C. 20036 TELEPHONE 202 296-4810





























