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HERBERT HOOVER

The Waldorf Astoria Towers
New York 22, New York
December 15, 1960

Honorable Franklin Floete, Administrator

- General Services Administration

General Services Building
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Floete:

g
r

Through the generosity of friends and the labors of the
Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation, Inc., a library museum
building is now being completed on the Foundation property of
some 28 acres at West Branch, Iowa, on which are also situ-
ated the cottage in which I was born and various other structures.
The holdings of the Foundation, designated collectively as the
Herbert Hoover Library Museum, are to be offered as a gift
to the United States to house my papers and other historical
materials under Section 507 (f) of the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amsnded, providing
for Presidential archival depositories. I am indeed grateful
for this action of the Foundation.

In furtherance of it I hereby offer to the United States,
under Section 507 (e) of the Act and subject to the terms here-
inafter set forth, all of my collected Presidential papers,
wherever they may now be housed, as well as papers accumu-
lated by me prior to my presidency and those accumulated since
leaving the White House. These documents will probably number
several million papers. My offer also includes other historical
materials I have accumulated, such as books, photographs,
motion pictures and memorabilia of various kinds. I will trans=-
fer these papers and materials as soon as practicable after the
transfer to the United States of the Foundation property, at such
time or times as may be agreed upon between the Administrator

- of General Services, or his designee, and me or my representa-

tive. Excluded from this offer are the "war and peace" docu-
ments gathered since World War I, including records of such
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HERBERT HOOVER

Honorable Franklin Floete" December 15, 1960
. Page Two

public organizations, which I have given to the War and Peace
Library at Stanford University, Palo Alto, California, and which
are now located there. There may be some other documents

or materials which I or my representative shall determine to be
excluded from this offer by reason of private or personal interest
on my part or on the part of a member of my family. .

My offer is conditioned upon acceptance by the United
States of the offer of the land and buildings, known collectively
as the Herbert Hoover Library Museum, which is being made by
the Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation, Inc. My offer is
further conditioned upon the agreement of the United States to

maintain and operate the Library Museum at all times as a

Presidential archival depository, as provided by the Act, for the
storage of the papers and other historical materials I propose to
give.

The papers and historical materials to be transferred to
the United States pursuant to this oifer are to be kept at the
Librdry Museum, permanently, provided that the Administrator
of General Services, subject to general terms and conditions for
the handling and preservation of my papers, which conditions are
set forth in a "Statement of Conditions" attached to this letter,
and designated as "Annex A, " shall have the right in his discre-
tion (2) to make temporary loans to such persons, organizations,
or institutions as he shall dstermine, (b) to dispose by sale,
exchange, or otherwise of any such papers or materials which the
Archivist of the United States may determine to have no permanent
or historical interest or to be surplus to the needs of such Library
Museum, and (c) to remove from said Library Museum any or all
such papers or materials if he deems it necessary to preserve
them from threatened destruction.

I deem it necessary in the public interest, which is, of
course, my interest, to prescribe the conditions contained in
"Annex A." This is primarily to protect the many confidences
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HERBERT HOOVER

Honorable Franklin Floete December 15, 1960

Page Three

of which the President and former presidents of the United States
are the recipients. In addition, the period of time covered by my
papers is so extended and the subject matters with which they
deal so diverse that I consider it essential, particularly during
the period of transfer and initial processing, to operate within
these conditions. It is, however, my purpose to make available
to the public, through your office, a substantial volume of my
papers and historical materials at the earliest possible time and
ultimately all of them as the passage of time and events may
permit. Toward this end, I am establishing a Coordinating
Committee, consisting of my sons and executors, to act with
your office in my behalf as I shall direct during my lifetime, and
to stand in my stead upon my death for such period of time as may
be required. The committee will carry out my. broad purpose to
give the United States my papers and historical materials for
access, while at the same time providing for the safeguarding of
the information and its use. It is my expectation that the com-
mittee, under my direction, will establish procedures for its
opzaration and perpetuation to be of maximum effectiveness in
furthering my purposes and of optimum assistance to your office.

I wish to express my appreciation to you and to members
of your Administration for your counsel in connection with this
offer of mine. I believe the offer to be in accordance with those
made to and accepted by you from others under tae legislation
providing for Presidsntial archival depositories. I am hopeful
that in swift time we may see this Library Museum in operation
as one more source of the materials of which the history of this

glorious country is made.
Yours faithfully, :
Herben Hoover /

With kindest i‘egards,

e
.
.



HERBERT HOOVER

ANNEX A

Statement of Conditions

The following conditions shall govern the papers and
other historical materials (as defined in the Act of August 12,
1955, 69 Stat. 695, and hereinafter called Materials) of
Herbert Hoover to be transferred to the United States through
the Administrator of General Services (heresinafter called
Administrator) for deposit in the Presidential archival depository
to be established at West Branch, Iowa, under the terms of a
letter from former President Hoover to Administrator Floeté,
dated December 15, 1960, to which this Statement of Condltlons
is attached as a part

1. Persons having access:

(a) Persons who shall have complete access to the
Materials transferred shall be Herbert Hoover (hereinafter some=
times referred to as the Donor), persons designated by him in
writing during his lifetime, and, aster his death, persons desig-
nated in writing by the Coordirating Committee (hereinafter called
the Committee) esta bllshed by him,

(b) Notwithstanding the foregoing, designated employees
of the National Archives and Record Service shall be allowed all
access required for the proper performance of normal archival
work processes on such materials, not however, to include any
publication or any disclosure of such material, under the general

upermsmn of the Archivist of the United States.

2. Coordinating Committee:

() Memosrship: A Committee is hersby established to
sarve without compensation and to exercise, after the death of
Herbert Hoover, (or during his lifetime as he may designa*e) all
powers referred to in this Statement of Conditions or which
Herbert Hoover might have exercised in his lifetime with respect
to the Materials., The Committee shall consist of Herbert Hoover,
Jr., Allan Hoover, and such others as Herbert Hoover, Jr., and
Alla.n Hoover or tho survivor of them may appoint to bring the

o i e e | | Wy e Y
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HERBERT HOOVER

total number of the Committee to not less than two nor more
than five. If vacancies shall occur, Herbert Hoover, Jr., and
Allan Hoover or tha survivor of tnem or aiter the death of both
of them, the then acting member or members of the Committee,
shall have power to fi1l such vacancies by instrument filed with
the Committee's Secretary. The Committee shall salect its
Secretary, and any action taken by the Committee shall be
sufficiently evidenced by a certificate in writing made by the
Secretary, upon which certificate the Administrator may rely,
conclusively. ’

(b) Meetings: Meetings may be held at such place and
at such time as the members may from time to time determine,
with a majority of the members then acting to constitute a quorum
for the transaction of business. The Committee may act without
a meeting by any mstrument 51gned by a majority of the members
then acting.

(c) Delegation of Authority: The Committee may delegate
any of its powers to one or more of its members (save the power
to appoint new members as set forth in paragraph 2 (a) and the
power to remove conditions as set forth in paragraph 7 hereof)
and may from time to times authorize one or more members, or
any agent, to execute and deliver any instrument on behalf of the
Committee.

(d) Amendment: Herbert Hoover shall by written instru-
ment have the power to alter or amend this paragraph 2, relating

to the establishment and functioning of the Coordinating Committee.

o)

.8 General Advice on Indsxing, Cataloging, Exhibition and’
Staifing:

The Administrator and the Archivist of the United States
shall from time to time seek the advice of and confer generally
with Herbert Hoovar or with the Committee with respect to
standards and procedures to be employed in the indexing, cata-

“loging, and exhibition of the Materials, and with respasct to the

staffing of the Library Museum.

e e
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HERBERT HOOVER

4, Depasited and Transferred Materials:

Materials transmitied to the Library Museum from time
to time, by the Donor, or the Committee or others on behalf of
the Donor, will be designated as.Deposited Materials, title
therato to remain in the Donor, or after the Donor's death in the
Committee, pending a determination, to be made during initial
processing or as soon thereafter as possible, as to which, if
any, of the Deposited Materials are to be excluded because of a
personal or private interest of the Donor or a2 member of his
family. Pending transfer of title, Deposited Materials so ex-
cluded may be withdrawn at any time by the Donor or Committee.
Upon clearance in writing by the Donor or Committee in the event
of Donor's prior death, title to Deposited Materials will vest in
and transfer to the United States, and thereafter such Transferred

Materials shall be administered by the United States in accordance

with this Statement of Conditions.

b. Sealed Materials:

(a) The following Classes of Materials shall be segregated
upon review and placed under seal:

(1) Those that are security-classified pursuant
to law or Executive Order, until such classi-
fication shall be removed.

(2) Those the use of which may be prejudicial to
the maintenance of good relations with foreign
nations.

(3) Those containing statements made by or to
Hertcert Hoover in confidence.

(4) .Thos= relating to the Hoover family or private
business affairs, and those relating to the
families or private business aifairs of others

having had correspondence with Herbert Hoover,




HERBER[I ITOOVER

(5) Those coniaining statements about individuals
wiiieh might be vsed to embarirass them or
memovears of their families,

(8) Such other Matarial ss Herbert Hoover, or
the Committee, or the Administrator may
specify,

(b) Miterials which have not been reviewed and Materials
placed under sezl shall not b2 made available to anyone or their
contents divulgad to anyone, except persons authorized under the
terms of paragraph 1, captioned "Persons having access, "

(c) Materials placed under séal shall be réaxamined
from time to tima by th» Committee or as the Committee may
direct and, subject to the approval of Herbert Hoover or the
Comunittee, shall be j5ened to research use as soon as the
passage of time or other circumstances have removed the con-
ditions that required that they be placed under seal.

8. Access for purposa of research:

All competent private persons wishing to use for serious,
scholarly researci Materizals which have been reviewad 2s pro-
vided in paragraph 5 a2bove and whicii have not been placed under
seal as a result of such review, shall be granted equal access
thereto under rules and regulations to be prescribed by the Ad-
ministrator or his designea.

Ts Reruoval of Conditions:

Any and all conditions included herein as to any, part of,
ot all of the Materials shall be released as soon as the passage
{ time or other circumstznces, as determined by both the Ad-
niinistrator and the Donor or the Commitiee, shall have elimi-
nated the prasent justification therafor. ;

5., - Rules and Regjulations of the Administrator:

This Slatement of Conditions ig not intandzd to prevent
the Administrator or his desiynee from establishing such rules

.



HERBERT HOOVER.
nd rejyulations deened desirable by him for the vs2 of the
v

2x
Materials, which are not in derogation of any of the conditions
sat forth herein,

s

E Literary Propertv Rights:

There are herevy assigned to the United States all of the
literary property rights of Herbert Hoover in all his papers
which may be transferred to the United States in accordance with
the terms and conditions herein expressed, except that there is
reserved to Herbert IHoover and his heirs (2). the right to make
any use of such papers and (b) all literary property rights in any
works that he or they have written or may hereafter write for
publication. The foregoing reservation includes the right to
license any publisher of such material, ;
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THE WHITS HOUGZE
e C Washington
Y ‘ : Jenuvary 17, 1953

Ny dear Mr. Larcons

As I aa sure you avre aware, it is my earncst decire that my
personal papers ba proserved ond ultimately mado aveiloble Jor historical
_ research. You are a2lso familiar with the projcoct to ralse funds by pri- .
.. . Vvate subscription for the construction of 2 library al Grandview, Missouri,
" %o serve as a depository for these and other papers and doctaentary
. " materials deexed to be of potential interest to scholars. IV is the in-
' tent of the sponsors of the project to present the library building and
. grounds to the United States if the Congress by zppropriate legislation
-k will accept the property and provide for iis maintenance and opei*ation.
: It would be ny wish upon consumation of such an arrangerent that title to
my papers deposited in the library pass to the United States and the papers
themselves become a part of the National Archives.

e I thorefore propose, as a preliminary step toward such a dis-

g position, to offer my personzl papers for deposit in tne National Archives
.+ pursuant to the provisions of section 507(e) of the Federal Records Act
e of 19500 v ’

W Members of my staff have been discussing with represeatetives of

1. your Administration certain problems in comnection with the custody, stor-
aze, and review of the papers pending the ccmpletion of the library project
and the making of z definitive offer to deposit. I am advised that th
plans outlined herein are in accord with the conclusions reached at these
conferences.

¥y personal papers consist mainly, of course, of those accutu- -
lated by me during ny tenurz as President of the United States, but there
are some wnich I acquired wnile Vice President and Senator, and others
which relate to earlier pariods in ny life.

; I propose %o retain 211 of thess in my personal possgsssion waen
74 I leave ofiice, and to rove them to 2 secure place ol storage under guard
% in Konsas City, Missouri. There I intend to review thca and prepare them
% for ultimate deposit under section 507(e) of the Recoxds Act. I on re-

. questing you to designate two or three experienced archivisis to woric witn
me on this project. I should cxpect to bs consulted regarding the partic-
ular individuals to be assigned to the work.

It is my understanding that ycu have the euthoriiy to detail personnel
%0 review or assist in the roview of the papers, prelimzincry to and in con-
nection with a proposed offer for deposit under the provisions oi saction
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‘Honorable Jess Larson,

N

507(c) of the Records Act, and that this pewer is Qerived from the pro-
vision of section 507(2){3) of the same Act autherizing you %o dircet
and effect the transfer of materials from private gources authoriced to

be received by the Administrator by the provisions of subsection (e) of
this section.®

As has been indicated, this lettor 1.; not to oe co*xstru 28 a
definitive offer for deposit m.thln the mecning of suction 507(e) of the

- Records Act, but only as a preliminar *y o.trrm or nropo...al to deposit. It

is ay fim m‘Benle“l, kowsver, to offer the greal bulk of my personal
papers for deposit under the cited section or under whatever similar pro-
vision is included in the ...cceptance legislation in the event thal the
proposed library at Grandview is construclted and is accepted by the
Congress. Alternatively, if the project for construction of the librery
snould be abandoned or fail of accomplisrment within a reasonzble time,

I intend to make an offer for deposit under section 507(e), and to meke

.appropriate provision therefor in my %ill.

t+ is not my purpose to pass title to any of my persorial papers
at this time by virtue of the proposals cutlined herein nor to make any
binding comaitment as to just what papers will be offered for deposit.

- Tuere will be some fewr papers which for sentimental rezsons I may wish to

give to relatives or friends. There will undoubtzdly be in the files wmany
papers having no historical value either because they are duplicated else-
where in official records or because they were of purely transitory in-
terest. Such items can be eliminated in the course of the reviews centen-
plated, so that the material deposited will not be winecessarily voluninous.

During the interval prior to deposit of the papers, I expect to
be working on them and using them to refresh mj re ,ol_ectlon, consaguently
I.wish to keep them available for my usce in connsction with my studies and
any writing I may do. '

Furthermorg, I contemzplate thet when ...y offer for deposit is nade
I shall impose restrictions upon the use of certein of the papers for
varying periods as mcy ve authorized by law. Such restrictions have cus-
tomarily been impossd by my predecessors or their heirs in making deposits
of Presidential papers.

I hope that satisfactory arrangenents for the presarva.tion and

eventual deposit of my pzpers in the Wational Archives can be worked out
along the lines indicated above. .

Sincerely yours,
fa) . Haxrry S. Truman
Adninistrator

General Services Administration
Wasnington, D. C.

Lot g &



The President
e Wnite Honse R P s O
"z’-'aahiéngton 25, .n. c..A . i dITey o "'i;
¢ Wl e f S X ] ‘1 ,v‘ t
v Soras Preabdex:t: “‘§~._ ERA S0 TR o ’-’},‘
.‘ u!‘ﬁqn,, . (1 '\' .
* S LA | hava» your lettar of Jamary 17,,]8 3 cancerning the
: ai.tion« and care of your-personal papers. I have long been amare that
w.you:.consider the possession of these papers a public trust and that you
i3 wish’ultinately to make them available to scholars in a library . to be
4 constructed at private expense st Grandview,! Missouri. In yourtletter,

: r . you:tell e of your hope that the papers and the library housing. them

* wi1Y be accepted as a gift ta the Covernnent of the rited States and
-mﬂ.ntainedasapartoftheﬁaﬁonal Archives, and that it is your
intention to offer to make. suchr a gift of mosb, if not all, of your
papers for that purpose, to the‘end that eventually they will thus be.
- deposited in the ¥ational Are}u.vea with: the title passing to taax“&'
United Statess- . v AL ot ,..r
Jeanwhile, pending the construction of the library, the
gusstion arises as to the temporary disposition, safekeeping, and care
of these very valuable sources of historical information. TYou desire,
as all your predecessors have doze, io have your personal papers in a
place of salekeeping near your place of residence so that yon may have
access to itiaen. Tou nave therefore arranged to have the vapers trans-

ferved to a secure storage place under guard in Kansas City, where they
nill te under your conirol.

You advise that,.im comnection wilh the temporary storing
of the pe...onal paper® you would like tn have the services and the
advice of at least two experienced, professional archivisis, in order
to assist in and help to supervise the work of classifying, arranging,

and selecting the papers for their eventual transfer to the United States.

By virtue of your proposal to offer your capers for deposit
pursuant to section S0T(e) of the Federal Records Act, subject. to the
qualiffications stated 'in your letiter, the (eneral Services Adminisira~
tion can, as you request, under the rrovistons of section 507(a)(3)
of that Act, assign two archivists to asaist you, to the extent you may
desire, iz the task of arranging, classifj s indexing, ancd packing
the papers in prezaration for ultizata deposit. It is, of.conrse,
essantial that you te consulted regarding the particular iadividuals

to be designated to assist you in tnis task, There is mo reason why

their work should interfere with your nse of these vapers for the

purposes indicated in your letter. Indeed, it shomld facilitate your
iise of them,
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sat forth.

HARRY S, TRUMAN
FEDERAL RESERVE BANK BUILDING
KANSAS CITY 8, MISSOURI

February 12, 1957

Honorable Franklin G. Floete
Administrator of General Service
General Services Administration
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear Mr. Floete:

As you know, it has long béen my desire to
give to thas United States the papers accumulated
during my years in public office and the other his-.
torical materials, mementos, objects of art and other
memorabilia acquired by me as President during my term
of office, to the end that the people may have those
things available for study and research, and for their
enjoyment and education. In pursuit of this objective,
a Library building has been constructed in the City
of Independence, by public subscription, suitable for
housing, preserving and exhibiting these papers and
materlals. This building is now nesring completion,
and it 1s the intention of the Harry S. Truman Library,
Inc., the non-profit corporation which has financed
and erected it, to present it as a gift to the United
States on certain conditions, and provided the United
States will maintain, operate and protect it as a
Presldential archival depository as provided in the
Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of
1949 as amended (65 Stat. 695).

At this time, therefore, under the terms of
the sald statute, I offer my papers and other histori-
c2]l materials as hereinafier described to the United
States on condition that they will be preserved and
made available pursuant to restrictions imposed by
ne, and on condition that they be accepted by the
United States on the terms and provisions hereinafter

1. I offer to the United States all my right,
title and interest in my papers now stored in the

“Memorial Building on Maple Avenue and Pleasant Street

in the City of Independence, Missouri. These include
substantially all the papers which were in the files
of the Vhite House when I relinquished the oifice of

L e B N <l . e - — i

*»



e e e g, D sl S e

Haaorablo Fraaklin .

Frosidenk, Thsy alm inslids a numba
a2swaulatad by ma in vy oublie office
Rk R o o T e
sla, and are astlnated ta toal savs
1ocuasnis,

te

2« T o
title and interest ir &
pablic offices wasrever 1
exception of eertalin papar
event of my d=zath by ny e:
3 n

atlves, prior to tha 4ra
*molO or 13 na*t fo the

"nall in*luae mj viie
nephews or niecas).

3.

historical

office nov bzalonzing to me which

County,
residence in the City of
vhieh

Incdepends

d or auorod
dﬂtp;minol bj
tors or personal rapresent-
thereof to ba related in
or perscnal

of otror Ffllas
Lrior to that
1 nillion

S0 ﬁj
*vi,n ths
m2, or in tono

-Ju’

affalrs of

I offer to the United States all ths other
naterials collectsd during my tenurs of public
ars lozated in Jackson
'issourz, or el“*"“yra, ottier than in my orivate
nce, lMisso
shall not pricr to the bransfer tqereo; be ma
Z2belled or otherwiss designated to show :

, and
rked,
reservation

o -title In me, or wulch shall not have L 2n racelived
nal usa of myself cor my famlly,

for the businass or nperse
The tarm "historical mate
sn211 boar Gthe sams m=ani
Frop2rity 2nd Admipnlskrati
ananded (59 Stat. 635)

Tha offers oo
and 2 hereof shall lavss
within one year from the
shall aceapt
and the land su nding
struection in ths uity

xha orf@r of

r ln"
n" as de
e Se

as us

o
-

ntaload n pa
and bocowa in
date hereof %

thw .
said buildin

@
nd opgraoﬁ - &

finad in
rvices Act of 1;#9 as

offer

aral

in tais
ths Fed

Tagrapes 1, 2
erfactive unless
ha United States

- Doy

Truman Library
nndar con-
Missouri, and

snuz2ll agree to w2intain a at all hines
thereafter as 2 Pre:idential archival dapository for

the storaga of tha raners and the other historical
raterials 1nclud~u'i: suen offers in accoriance with

the or ov* ions of tha Federal Property and Administrative
Servicas Act of 19%) as amended.

5. Upoa thz aceaptance and agresment mentioned
in the pracading paragrawvh, th2 papars dzscribed In
paragrapi L will bte transfarrad to ths United Stotos

. . IR o




2eable Peanilin o, ¥ ) Tah e SRR ¥ o
« 3 S
-3 +
i
. A a3 T T e aipe oy 3
orazz In #ald bBulldiaz as soon as possladas ‘843
= - (R S ST SR -v~_'._,,.. s - . H
2apars and alsSovrizal mztyrlals deseridad v DAra--
- ) " %
aud 3 hereof zhall ba teansiirred frag tizs to
. “4 3} 5 e P LY Vi sl " v & -
shall bz agraed upan By 522 admdinistrator of tho
- B « 4 3 3 - - P -~ . —~a
Sarvlces Adainistration and re Or m7 sZocutors
- & e o
b~3:’1..3'.,iv€.'b.

5. I or my executors o personal repvesantatives
3nall be tha sole judze of (a) whien papars relata 4o ay
various public offices and which relats to the versonal
oT business affairs of nyself or nmy fanily, ard (b)) walah

of my othér historical materials ware racaived for tho
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« All papars and other historical materials
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>tates 1n his diseretion (a) to malka tenporary leans therz-
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interest or to be surplus $o the neads of ths Harpy S,
fruwan Library, and (e) to remove from thz said Libzary 1
any and all of such papars or historical matarials if he

stall deem it necessary to preserve them from threoatened
destruction.
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8. All papers transferred by m2 ov my represent-
atlves to ths United States shall be fr22ly acecessible at
all reasonable times to me ar to persons deslgnated by ae
ia. writing during ny life or after my d2ath %5 tha persons
deslgnated by me in wmy will.

o> J

o It 13 my purposa td mak> the papers and othar
historieal mzterials reforred to herain zvailsble for ths
burpose of study and ressareh as 3007 53 possible and to
tha fullest possible extent, However, since the Presidantg
of the Unlted States is the recipisnt of many confidences
from otheys, anl since tha iaviolability of such confi-
dence 1z essantlal to tha funetloning of the cenzbitusional .
office of the Prasiduncy, it will be Nezessary to withhold 2
Trow public serutiny cartain papers and classes of vpapers
fer varying perisds of tima.
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Honorable Franklin G, Floete February 12, 1957
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12, All competent private persons intsrested
in using the papers for purvosss of serious scholarly
rescarch shall bs granted equal access to the papers
that are not withheld in accordance with the foregoing,

13. I hereby assign to the United States all
my literary property rights in all pzpers which may be
transferred to the United States in accordance with the
terms and conditions herein expressed, except that I
reserve to myself and my heirs (a) the right to make
any use of such papers and (b) all literary property
rights in any works that I have written or may hereafter
wrlite for publication. The foregoing reservation includes
the right to license any publisher of such material.

Sincerely yours,

Harry S. Truman

o 5




GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Maren 1, 1957

Honorsbla Harry ™ Trutan
Federal Reserve Bank Building
Kansas City, Missouri .

Dear President Truman: s
>

el
s

- In accordance with the powers vested in me by the Federal Property

and Administrative Services Act of 19L9, as amended, it is my

" pleasure to inform you that your offexr of certain documents and

other historical materiald contained in your letter of February 12,
1957, is acceptable under the conditions which you have prescribed.

b 3 v

' 'Accordingly, on behalf of the United States I accept the offer subject
. to those cond: tions. Tais acceptance, like your offer, is of course,
:% " conditioned upon the acceptance by the United Stztes of the offer of

- the land, building and equipacnt. I enclose a copy of my reply to
Mr. O'Connort's letter on benalf of the Harry S. Truman Library, . T e
. Inc.. - ! ' o ;

I am convinced thet your making these materials available for ey
\" research within the splendid facilities of the Truman Library offers S ey
. both the public and scholars a remarkzble opportunity to achieve an

insight into the history of cur times. Let me also szy that it has been

a pleasure to work with you and jyour staff in raking the necessary

preparations for this significant acquisition into the national archives

system,

s Sincerely yours,
| /8.

Franklin G. Floste
Aaministrator

n"
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X, HARRY §. TRUNAN, of Independenice, Missouri, do horeby
e o, I
" . '-a H D j
malce, publish and declare this to be my Lait Wit ladd Hestd-
ey BT
ment. Louel2:1872 )
! BARIARA RUGGLES, CLERK ‘,
; DEPUY :
FIRST: I revoke all wills and codlcliv-heretotore—usde
DYy me.
SECcoNbD: I ”equhot that ny dedbts and my funer and ad-

ministratien

able.,

THIRD:

and transfaerrced to the United States of
. vltle and interest

torical materials and other property,

-

O

expenses pe pald as promptly as shall be practic-

A. I have from time to time during my life given

America 211 of my right,

in, and possession of, certzin paper his-

i,
Sy

to be kept in the Harry

Truman Library in Independence, Missouri, on certain condi-
F

tlions enuxbrafea in correspondence between me and the Adminis-

trator

vist of ¢

B,

of my right,

of General Services. of

I here

tnz United States and the Arcni-—~

the United States.

by bagueath to the United States of America all

title and interest in, and possession of, the fol-
’

lowing propaxty:

e

I. All my remaining papers as United States Sena~
tor, as Vice-Presicent of the United States and as President

of
shalil

vation of

Y KBy £xXe¢d

. ey i Y
pe DL.lae

TR
Gus oy A

the United States, other than those thereof [a)
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daughter, brothcr, -slstexr, nephews and nicces).
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IT. All ¢f oy remaining historicaol macerials, which

Fe

shall, {for the purposes of thi

-t
-ty

«

11l, include all cartoons,

v

books, portraits, statue
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» objets d'art, models, pictures

L.

and miscellane ¢s or materlals having historical

(‘./
o
O

2ous 0bJ

r commzmorative values, othzr than those thereolf {(a)
which shall be located av the tinme of my death in my pri-
vate residence in Independence, Mlssouri or Iin any other
private residence which I or ny daughter'may have at such
//;// time, or (b) which shall contain a label or other indication

showing a reservation of title in me, or (¢) which shall be

determined by my Executors in their sole and absolute dis-
cretion to be related in whole or in part to the business
or personal affairs'of mysell or any of the members of my

”amily;

C. .The bequesi made in part B of this Article THIRD is

mage subJect to the following conditions:

I. That 21) papers and historical materials so be-

queathed si
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H
H

manently in the sald Harrxy S.

Truman Library, subject, however, To the right of the Afchi-
vist of the United States in his sole and absolute discre-
tion {a) to mzle temporery loans thereof to such persons,
rganizations or institutions as he shall so determine,

(b) to disposz, by sale, exchange, gift or otherwlsc,'of

any sucnh paperas or historical materials which he in his

= 3 1 ) s
olz and absoluce ciscretion snell determine in writing to
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and all such napers or hisztorical materizls which he in
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necessayy o preserve them from threatened destruction.

queathed snall

the members of the committee created by the provisions of

Article FIFTH hereof.

FOURTH:  A. It is my purpose ¢

¢
O
2]

nake the papers and his-

f’,r<”’%orical materials bequecthed pursuant to the provisions of part’

>/, B of Article THIRD hercof available for the purpose of study and.
research as soon as possible and to the fullest possidble extent,

However, since the President and the Vice-President of the United
States are the reclpients of many conifidences from othars, and
since the ;nviolabiliuy oL sush confildences 1is esssntlal uO the
functioning of Ln; consvitutional offices of the Presidency and

the Vice-Presidency, it will be necessary fo withhold {rom pud-

lic scrutiny certain pepers and nhistoricel materials and clas

L 77]

es
of vapers and historical materials for”varying periods of tinme
Therefore, for the time being, as a conditlon of sald bequest,
the following classes of papers and historical materials shall

be withheld from inspection by, and thelr contents shall bz kaps

- S
c;?:

confidential and shall not be divulged to, anyone (including pub-
‘1ic officials), other than (1) regular employees of the National
Archives and Records Service performing normal archival services

on such papers and historical materials

2

nder the general suver-

vision of the Archivist of the United States,dand (1i) my wife,

daughter and the members of the committee eréated by the provi-
gions of Article FIPTH hereof:
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any living vergson or the living members cif the family of

IXX, Papers and historical maierials which maey in
)4
any manner ce preju

dicial to the conduct 9f forsign rela-

////’;,/f tlons with any governmenc. s

=

1V. Papers and historical materials contalning state-
rents mace by or to me in confidence in any ofificial capac~
ity.

d
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B. SubjJect to th

@

eporoval of the committee created pur-
suant to the provisions of ArtTicle FIFTH hereof, the employses
of the National Archives and Records Service may perform the
classification services necessary pursuant to the prcvisions ol
pert A of this Article FOURTH and may place any withneld papers
and historical materials in special Tiles whera, for the time
being, they shall be available only to my wife, daughter and fthe

rembers of sald commlittee.
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C. All papers and historical materiels withheld purswent

ct

to the provisions of this Article FOURTH shall be rsexamine

from time to time by employzes of the National Archives 2nd Ree~

ords Service under the dircction of the Archivist of the United

States, and, subject to the approval of the committee created pu

suant to the provisions of Article FIFTH hereof, shall be openec
t

to general use as soon as the passage of time or other clreum-

a3 - a .. 2% S o v 73 Yo o D 4- =3 PN & o oy Fa
agtonees have 4n the s0Xlc and absolubte dlscretion of sald commlt

¥ 2 ¥ o e P Lo ied D - £ " g R P £ Yy 4o
Z‘{B(HQVC(I uhC COTLZL vi.i».‘.‘.f..' vaAv gJlid Ly :" ,hcx_r j_(]u o0 »;Ja‘ll#ﬂ *y ‘\11\“

acla.




-

thils Article

FOURT:

from the following

A,

and now
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THIRD horeof for purposes of serious scholarly re-

acecess ©o vhose 9L suehl maners and

not withhela pursuant to the provisions of

FPOURTI,

THIRD and
hree persons

1ist wno shall survive nme:

Charles 8. Murnhy, formerly my special counsel.

David D. Lloyd, formerly of the White House staff.

.

Admiral Robert Dennison, formerly ny raval aide,
Adnirel Sidncy Souers, Iformexrly one of nmy assist-

Samuel I. Rosenman, formerly my special counsel

my lawyer. d
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erty over or witn respect to whicn I shall have any power of ap-
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pointment, remaining after provision for the payment of my debts
and my funcral and administratlion expenses and after provision
for the distribution of those which shall become eflfective of the
bequests provided tor in part B of Article THIRD hercof and in

Article SIXTH hereof, is hereinafter referred %o as "my Remalning

BIGETH: If ny wife shall survive me, and if any (or all)
of my daughter and her issue shall also survive me, I devise and
bequeath to my Trustzes hereunder property having a value egual
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hereby disposed of which "passed" (within the mzaning orf Saction
2056(a) of the Interpzl Revenus Code of 1954), whether or not by
reason of my death, from me to my wife and with respect to waich
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WA T HINGTON

April’ 13, 1960

Dear Mr. Floecte:

The papers of a President, which from the time of George
Washington have been regarded as the personal propesrty of the
President, have, inescapably, a direct and important associa-
tion with the histoty of our country. Believing that they should
be permanently and generally available for study, I desire that
my papers should be inade so available and believe that this can
best be done through a Presidential archival depository, 2s pro-

vided by the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act

of 1949, as amended.

The Eisenhower Presidential Library Commission, an agency of
the State of Kansas, now has undeéer construction in the City of
Abilene a library building, financed by public subscription, where
it is proposcd to house my Presidential and other papers. This
building is appropriately situated on land adjacent to my boyhood
home and to 2 muscum, both of which are maintained by the
Eisenhower Foundation, a non-profit corporation organized under
the laws of Kansas,

When the Libzary building has been completed, the Commission
inteuds to preseut it, topether with equipment and grounds, as a
gift to the United States, en condition that the United States will

maintain and operate this Library as a Presidential archival de-
pository under the provisions of the above cited Act,

Thercfor:, in furthcrance of this pian and in accordance with the
provisions of that Act, I now offer as a gift to the United States
such of my papers and other documentary materials as are here-
inafter described, on condition that these papers and matevials
will be accepted, presecrved, and made available by the Unitod
States under the following terms:



&

Upon the close of my term in oifice, I shall cause to be
transferred to the United States for deposit in the Library
at Abilenc the bulk of my papers in the White House office,
estimated t2 include several million documents.

Other documents, still in my possession, including the re-
mainder of my Presidential papers, the papers accumulated
by me before my inauguration as President, and other docu-
mentary materials, including books, still pictures, motion
pictures, and sound recordings, shall be transferred to the
United States for deposit in said Library from time to time
as shall be agreed upon by the Administrator of General
Services or his representative and me or my representative,
except those papers and other documentary materials which
shall, befors or after my leaving the Office of President,

be determined by me or my representative to be excluded
from this offer by reason of private or personal interest in
such papers or materials on my part or on the part of a
member of my family.,

The offcr of the papers and other materials described in
paragraphs 1 and 2 hereof is conditioned upon acceptance
by the United States of the offer of the land and buildings
comprising the Eisenhower Library at Abilene, Kansas,
and upon its agreement to maintain ard operate the Library
at all times thereafter as a Presidential archival depository
for the storage of such papers and other materials, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Federal Property and
Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended, such
acceptance and agreement to be effected within 90 days
after the end of the period described in the second proviso
to section 507{f) (1) of said Act,

All papers and other documentary matevrials which shall be
transferrecd to the United States pursuant to the foregoing
shall be kept in the Library permanently, subject to the
right of the Administrator of General Services in his dis-
cretion (2) to make temporary loans thereof to such persons,
organ'iza'tions, or institutions as ha shall determine, (b) to
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dispose by sale, exchange, or otherwise of any such
papers or documtentary materials which the Archivist of
the Urited States may determine to have no parmanent

or historical interest o» to be surplus to the needs of
P

said Library, and (c) to remove from said Library any
or all such papers or documentary materials if he deems
it nacessary to preserve them from threatened destruction,

All papers an' other documentary materials transferred
to the United States pursuant to the foregoing shall be ac~
cessible at all reasonable times to me, my son, my
represcntative, or to other persons authorized in writing
by me or my son to have access to such papers.

It is my purpose to make the papers and other docurmentary
materials donated to the United States by the terms of this
instrument available for purposes of serious research as
soon as possible and to the fullest extent possible. How-
ever, since the President of the United States is the re-
cipient of many confidences from others, and since the
inviolability of such confidences is essential to the function-
ing of the office of the Presidency, it will be necessary to
withhold from public scrutiny certain papers and classes of
papers for varying periods of time. In pursuance of this
objective and in accordance with the provisions of Section
507(f) (3) of the Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act of 1949, as amended, conditions are imposed
on the use of my papers as provided in paragraphs 7 through
10 immediately following.

Subsequent Lo the execution of this instrument, the Admin-
istrator of General Services shall have the papers that are
transferred to the United States reviewed and shall place
under secal the following classes of materials:

a. Papers that are security-classified pursuant to law
or Exacutive Order, until such classification shall
be removed,

b, Papers the use of which may ba prejudicial to the
maintenance of good relations with foreign nations,
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¢, Papers cuntaining statements made by or to e in
confidence.

d, Papers relating to my [amily or private business
affairs, and papers relating to the families or private
business affairs of persons who have had correspond-
ence with me.

e. Papers containing statements about individeals which
might be used to injure or harass them or members
of their families.

f. Such other individual files as I, or my representative,
or the Administrator of General Services may specify.

Papers placed under seal shall not be made available to any~
one or their contents divulged to anyone (including public
officials) except (2) persons authorized under the terms of
paragraph 5 above, and (b) officials and employees of the
National Archives and Records Service when performing essen-
tial archival work processes on such papers under the super-
vision of the Administrator of General Services.

All papers placed under seal in accordance with the foregoing
provisions shall be recxamined from time to time by officials
and employees of the National Archives and Records Service
under the direction of the Administrator of General Services
and, subject to approval by me or my representative, shall
be opened to research use as soon as the passage of time or
other circumstances have removed the conditions that re-
quired that they be put under seal,

All competent private persons interested in using my papers
for serious scholarly research shall be granted equal access
to those that are not withheld from use according to the fore-~
going, subject to the regulations issued by the Administrator
of General Services governing the usec.of papers and other
documentary materials in the Library.

kel PR TR ————— IR e S T g cabitiiet o0 !



11, Title to my papers and other documentary materials and the
"literary property rights in my papers, shall pass to the

United States as such papers and materials are transferred
to the United States under the terms and conditions herein
expressed, except that' I reserve to myself and to my heirs
(a) a right to make any use of any of these papers in writing
for publication, and (b) literary property rights in any works
that I have written or may hereafter write for publication.
These reservations include the right to license any publisher
of any such work.

12, My reprcsentative for purposes of paragraphs 2, 5, 7, 8 and 9
shall be such person or persons as I may designate in a letter
filed ivith the Administrator of General Services. In the event
that at any time after my death there should be no representa-
tive so designated, my representative shall be my son John
Eisenhower, or such person or persons as he may designate
in the same manner.

The detailed conditions described in this letter have been drawn up
in accordance with known prccedents and with the cooperation of of-
ficials of your office and of the National Archives. Permit me to
express my deep appraciation of the help that all these individuals
have given me.

With personal regard,

Sincerely,

> ’ i ’.. " R 2 {.’I‘, : 4
"3;/ 1,17»’::1 g—;’/:i-;.v*l’..qr_g " D g ATy

The Honorable Franklin Tloecte
Administrator of General Scrvices
Washington, D.C,
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