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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR

The Honorable Edward H., Levi
The Attorney General

Referencing your letter to me of July 11, 1975, your proposal
to initiate consultation with the House and Senate Judiciary
Committees with respect to your authorizing parole for a
limited number of Laotians and new categories of Vietnamese
and Cambodians is consistent with the President's program for
refugees from Southeast Asia. This has been checked with

the appropriate offices in the White House.

Thank you for your inquiry.

TR,

Philip W, Buchen
Counsel to the President
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T-(WSU ”» Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

In response to your letter of July I1l, 1975, |

would like to report that the state of Utah is cooperating
[fully in the program to resettle Vietnamese refugees. |

have placed the prime responsibility for conducting this
program in our Department of Social Services. To date we
have brought together the refugees and the sponsors of 325
Vietnamese. The Mormon church has provided sponsors for

108 of them; the balance have been mostly individual sponsor-

ships. Something over 200 of those are already here, while
the balance are enroute through the federal government re-
placement centers. In addition to that we have approximately

40 families who have expressed a desire to be sponsors, and

we are working to match up these prospective sponsors with
individual refugees. Because to this date we have had more
~sponsors than available refugees, | have not felt it necessary
to establish a Relocation Center within the state of Utah,

but | am willing to do so if you feel that you wish to assign
to us additional: non-sponsored refugees.

- At .the present time. |, am. also-working to arrange for
scholarships in our post high school institutions for those
refugees who desire to enroll. | think our program is good

and | am encouraged by the fact that we have had only one
single- instance of an unsatisfactory relationship which has
resulted in severing of sponsorship-refugee tie after the
Vietnamese arrived.
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The President Page .2 July 15, 1975

We will assume any additional responsibility in this
matter that you wish to assign to us.

- - Sincerely,

CLR:t

e el
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EPISCOPAL LIAISON

NATIONAL CONFERENCE THE MoST REVEREND

TIMOTHY J. HARRINGTON, D.D.

OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES A Dol 05, WA

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
REV. ROGER J. COUGHLIN

SECRETARY

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1346 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W., SUITE 307 @ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 ¢ (202) 785-2757 SISTER MARIE GAFFNEY, M.SB.T.

TREASURER
MR. EDWARD A. GALLAGHER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
~ 7"~ REV. MSGR. LAWRENCE J. CORCORAN

July 16, 1975 %nﬁﬂﬁé;

Q <
Mr. Theodore C, Marrs < 2
Special Assistant to the President o gﬁ
The White House e

Washington, D,C. 20500
Dear Mr, Marrs:

In response to your letter of June 16, I am very pleased

to report that the National Conference of Catholic Charities

is not only supportive of the program for Vietnamese refugees,
but very actively involved with the United States Catholic
Conference Migration and Refugee Service at the resettlement
end, Just about all of our 520 Catholic Charities agencies
are involved in the program. As you know, the Catholic
community has already resettled close to 14,000 Vietnamese
thus far, with a goal of resettling 40,000 Vietnamese refugees.

I am very concerned about the success of this program, and if
you feel that I can be of further assistance, I am at your
service,

Sincerely yours,
\

) Vi 4
7@:’%»% / { / to :”\*?‘-':i:}%,(ff

y/,
ﬁ;v. Msgr. Lawrence J. Corcoran
Executive Director

I
)

cc: Mr., Roger D, Semerad
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Mr. Theodore C. Marrs
Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500
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MEETING:

DATE:

PURPOSE :

FORMAT :

' CABINET
PARTICIPATION:

SPEECH
MATERIAL:

PRESS
COVERAGE:

' STAFF:

RECOMMEND :

OPPOSED:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:
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THE WHITE HOUSE SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

WASHINGTON DATE: July 17, 1975
. FROM: Roger D. Semerad
VIA: Warren S. Rustand

s

Visit--Indochina Refugee Center, Fort
Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania.

A

Open.

To allow The President to see processing and
introduction of refugees to the American way
of life. Reaffirm Administration's commitment
to refugee resettlement.
-location: Fort Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania.
-participants: The President's Advisory Com-

mittee on Refugees; the nine directors of the

voluntary agencies that are involved in place-

ment.

Also:

Dr. Theodore C. Marrs, White House

Mrs. Julia V. Taft, Director, Interagency

Task Force on Indochina Refugees

-expected length of participation: Tour of
one hour.

Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare.
Remarks to be provided by The White House.

Full press coverage.

Roger D. Semerad.

'Dr. Theodore C. Marrs

Mr. Roger D. Semerad
Mrs. Julia V. Taft

None.

None.



Schedule Proposal - -2 -

BACKGROUND:

We are suggesting Fort Indiantown Gap due
to its relative proximity to Washington, D. C.,
and because it has proven to be an extremely

.smooth running operation. Part of this organi-

zational efficiency stems from an additional
sense of urgency in refugee resettlement.

Hopefully, The President would view the ex-
tensive English training programs that are
set up, the transition training, the overall
coordination between the refugees and the
various working components in the camp to
give him a clear idea of the refugee program
and to aid in focusing public attention on the
program. It would be reassuring, not only to

-the refugees, but also to the thousands of

volunteers, the voluntary agencies, the federal
agencies, the national organizations and the
private individuals who are working for the
expeditious resettlement and assimilation of
the Vietnamese and Cambodian refugees.
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DR THEODORE MARS SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE
PRESIDENT

CARE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON DC 20500

HOUSTON VOLUNTARY AGENCIES MEETING AT WOUSTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WITHM
REPRESENTATIVES FROM LOCAL STATE AND FEDERAL ORGANIZATIONS HAVE
FURTHERED CONCEPT OF COMMON AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATIVE RESETTLEMENT
EFFORTS AS PROPOSED IN LETTER FROM MR LINTNER DATED JULY 218T 1975, «E
WPBH TO EXPRESS OUR THANKS TO MRS GAETANNA ENDERS FOR SERVING NS MUeH
NEGDED SPARK FOR COOPERATIVE EFFORT IN ‘WOUSTON

FOR THE LOCAL AGENCIES

DAVID 8 LINTNER (L 8ST), CONVENER PRO TEMPORE
13159 EST
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 30, 1975 e FOR,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Phone Conversation with Ross L.
Mumford on July 15 re Placement
of Lt. General Le Nguyen Khan,
Former Commandant of Viet-
namese Marine Corps, with
U.S. Marines

In talking to Ross, I said that I would help
Lt. General Khang in getting a non-military
job through the existing ordinary channels
for Refugees, perhaps one which would utilize
his English speaking ability. I also said
that I would not put the Lt. General's re-
quest for military status through the routine
channels, for there is no way for Lt. General
Khan to acquire a position with privileges
with the U.S. military.

A

. Theodore C. Marrs
Special Assistant to the President
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THE PRESIDENT'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON REFUGEES |

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

AMBASSADOR JOMN EISENHOWER

MR. ROGER D. SEMERAD
CHAIRMAN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(202) 456.7034

July 28, 1975

MAYOR JOSEPH ALIOTO
ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH BERNAROIN «C

MR. AsHBY BOYLE o ‘ C:,

DR. W. STERLING CARY S T
Mr. JOHN DENVER i : ' \ P
Mns. GAETANA ENDERS ’ : —
GOVERNOR DANIEL EVANS

MAYOR MAURICE FERRE

MR, MINOR GEORGE MEMORANDUM FOR: CHAIRMAN EISENHOWER

MRr. EDGAR KAISER C ITTEE MEMBERS

Mr, PHILIP KLUTZNICK )

MR, WILLIAM J. KUHFUSS FROM: ' R SEMERAD

Mn. GEORGE MEANY

Mn, CLARKE REED

Dr. MALCOLM TODD SUBJECT : MEETING OF THE U. S. SENATE

ELDER A. THEODORE TUTTLE SUBCOMMITTEE ON REFUGEES AND
: ' ESCAPEES, JULY 24, 1975

%

The Subcommittee members present during the hearing
were Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Chairman, and Senator
Hiram L. Fong, Ranking Minority Member.

Mr. Habib presented his testimony and answered a
few questions dealing with issues unrclated to refu-
gee resettlement.

. Mrs. Taft provided the latest statistical informa-
tion and announced that one-half of the refugees

have been resettled. The DOD representative con-
firmed that the refugees will be given preference

by the U. S. Military for induction if they had prior
training by U. S. Armed Forces. This preference would
apply only to those refugees with permanent resident
-alien status. Mrs. Taft advised that she had asked
the military to expand the enlistment option to in-
clude parolees. Legislation will be necessary to
permit the enlistment of parolees.

The Voluntary Agency representatives made brief com-
ments on the overall resettlement program, commending
the efforts both of the Task Force and of the Senate
Subcommittee.



In summary, it appears that a sense of cooperation
and understanding has been developed between the
Task Force and the Senate Subcommittee, and this
spirit may well have a positive impact on the ex-
peditious completion of the refugee resettlement
program.

Enclosures: _
Statement-Senator Edward M. Kennedy
Statement-Mrs. Julia V. Taft
List of Witnesses

CccC: Jbr. Marrs

Mrs. Taft
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"Today's hearing resumes the Subcommittee's public review of the
President's Indochina refugee program.

"There is no more enduring theme in our nation's history than
ows tradition of compassion and humanitarian concern for the homeless
of the world. The new arrxivals from Indochina remind us, once again,
that we are a nation of immigrants and refugees -~ and that nuch of
our heritage has been built upon the lives and spirit of those who
have come torour shoreu, seeizing hope and Lreedom, and an opportunity
to build new lives, in a new land.

"At the same time, however, we are also reminded of the hurdles
and challenges and diZficulties that all refucees and immigrants face
in becinning a new life -~ and of the help and understanding they need,
to help themselves. :

"As in the past, the goal of helping the new arrivals from
Indochina is to help them become productive and contributing members
of our society. Given the restraints within our country -~ economically
and otherwise -- there is no magic formula to accomplish this goal.
But we must do what we can. This will be good for our country, the
welfare of the refugees, the welfare of thne resettlement communities,
and the success of the President's program.

"In support of this coal, the Subcommittee conducted a series of
hearings in April and in lay ~- and has consulted regularly with the
Praesident's Inter-Agency Task Force, the Voluntary Resettlement
Agencies, the United Naticns High Commissioner for Refugees, and others,
The Subcommittee also dispatched a Study ilission to the field, which

made a nunber of findings and recommendations to oolster the resettle-
ment program,

"The record is clear that progress is beinc made in the resettle-
ment program. Ilany problem areas -- including many of those identified
in the recommendations of this Subcommittee -- are being resolved.

And I want to commend the Task Force for its diligent efforts, and its
recent support of:the Voluntary Agencies which carry a major respon-
sibility in the resettlement progran.

*But the record is also clear, that many problem areas remain,
All those concerned with the refugee program recognize this -- and our
purpose here today is to sort out these problems, and help find
solutions.
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“is the President attaching the same sense of urgency and high
level. goncern to the resettlement of the refucees, as he did to their
evacuxtion three months ago?

"How long will the refugee program continue? And how many more
refugees can we absorb?

*What plans have been made to receive up to 24,000 more refugees
-- which the Administraticn is recommending to Congress?

"What more is being done to encourage resettlement in other
countries? And what progress is being made in the repatrlatlon of
those who choose to return° e :

"Are the voluntary resettlement agencies being given enouch
support? And what federal resources are now available to our c1t1eu
and towns rece1v1nc refucgees?

"What are the federal guidelines for reimbursing state and local
governments for the cost of ecducaticn, medlcal care, public assistance,
and other services for reifugees? i

"How serious is the 'breakdown' problem among resettled rerugee
And what is being done to neet the;r needs?

"Are ample funds available for the refugee program? And what
more should Cengress and the American people do, to meet our special
obligation to the new arrivals from Incdochina?

“These are some of the questions and problems we shall consider .
this morning. Their answers are important because we are concerned
with human beings -- with’'people traumatically uprooted from their
lands and homes and source° of livelihood, who need our help to help
themselves,

"But even as we welcome the new arrivals to our shores, we must
not forget the needs of the war victims who remain in Indochina. The
war is behind us, But the new realities in Indochina compell us to
chart some new beginnings® in our policy and attitudes toward the people
and governments of the area. Hopefully, this morning, we will hear
about our governments plans for a diplomacy of reconciliation -~ and
of a willingness to help alleviate human sufferincg in the war-affected
areas of South East Asia."

= 30 -



STATEMENT OF JULIA VADALA TAFT, DIRECTOR

OF THE INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE FOR INDOCHINA
REFUGEES, BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON REFUGEES
AND ESCAPEES, UNITED STATES SENATE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE. JULY 24, 1975

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to have the opportunity
of appearing before you again to review the work of the
Interagency Task Force, and to discuss with you the
progress we have made, the difficulties we have encountered,
and our plans to overcome them and accomplish the goal of
resettling some 131,000 refugees as productive members of
society.

As of July 22, 61,716 persons have moved from our
resettlement system to new homes, 56,693 to the United
States and 5,023 to other countries.

We cannot overemphasize our concern for the long range
welfare of these people for whom we have assumed responsi-
bility as a result of the unfortunate events in Indochina.
This is the reason we have insisted upon careful screening
of both refugees and prospective sponsors by the resettle-
ment agencies so that matches will be mutually beneficial.
While we are constantly seeking ways to reduce the time the
refugees have to spend in camps, we will not implement any
accelerated procedures which would not be responsive to the
needs and aspiration of the refugees or conducive to their
durable resettlement.

The voluntary resettlement agencies have, nevertheless
been able to maintain an average daily placement rate of 700
persons, and we are hopeful that they can continue at that
rate. :

We will, undoubtedly, have difficulties in placing some
people. There are, for example, about 8,000 single young men

whose background, for the most part, has been in the military.
We are exploring with members of Congress and officials of the

Defense Department, the possibility of offering the option of
military enlistment to this group and to other refugees who
may be qualified and interested.

Some of our initial concerns, however, about placement
problems, have proven unwarranted. As an example, we were

worried at the outset that we might find ourselves responsible
for a large number of illiterate, non-English-speaking persons

who might face severe problems of adjustment. Not only have

1
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we found a relatively high level of education and '
English speaking skills, though, but even among the
approximately thirty percent of adult heads of house-
holds who speak no English, apparent desire and ablllty
to learn has been remarkable. Farmers and fishermen

are finding their skills in great demand, and those that
have been placed seem to be adapting very well.

I pledge to you, Mr.Chairman, my continuing best
efforts to move the refugees out of the resettlement
camps as gquickly as possible consistent with our shared
concern that they be prepared to fully benefit from as
‘well as contribute to the good of American society. I
hope and expect that this can be done by the end of the
year.

One of the most important issues we must address '
in this regard is employment. The skills the refugees
+ possess relate to every sector of the economy throughout
our country. Our primary task, then, is identifying jobs
and job skills and we have asked the Department of Labor
to develop a computerized system for job matching, which
we will soon be testing throughout the northeast states,
using -Indiantown Gap Military Reservation as a base of
operations.

While our main concern is that family units become
self sufficient as soon as possible, we are, of course,
interested in seeing that anyone who needs a job is
~employed. Among approximately 35,000 family units are
about 70,000 persons 17 years of age or older,
‘of whom, we estimate, about 45,000 will be on the ]Ob
~ market. ..

_ Concurrent with employment for adults is education for
children. School age children still being processed through
reception centers in mid-September will be enrolled in a
program compatible with public school curricula throughout
the country. This, of course, will not delay their departure
from the centers. English language programs will continue
throughout the life of the centers both for children and
~adults. In addition, the Center for Applied Linguistics is
developing a rlearinghouse of materials to be used by local
schools for teaching English as a second language.

[ Y
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While our perspective in planning and running a
resettlement program of this magnitude must be wide, we
cannot and will not neglect the interests of individuals.
You are as aware as anyone, Mr. Chairman, that there have
been breakdowns in some of the relatlonshlps between
refugees and their sponsors.

—-- For the most part, the voluntary resettlement
agencies have been successful in preventing breakdowns
among refugees for whom they accepted responsibility and
resolving breakdowns when they do occur. At this time, our
best estimate is that less than two percent of placements
have resulted in problems requiring the intervention of a
resettlement agency.

—-— Our investigations indicate that the more
serious problems have arisen where no voluntary agency was
involved. During the early stages of the evacuation, several
wthousand people entered the United States without undergoing
the rigorous screening now being conducted. Many arrived at
the homes of relatives and friends who neither had adequate
time to prepare for their arrival nor sufficient resources to
provide for them for an extended period. The voluntary
agencies are making efforts to receive such cases and to pro-
vide necessary assistance. We agreed last month to compensate
the agencies for their costs in handling such cases and will
provide reimbursement up to a total of $500 for costs incurred
in resolving breakdowns.

-=~BEach problem called to our attention eith directly,
through the good offices of the Congress, by the press, or
through our toll free line, is investigated by an office of the
task force staffed by Americans, many of whom speak Vietnamese,
and by Vietnamese and Cambodians, all fluent in English.
Respect for the refugees' and sponsors' right to privacy
prevents us from attempting to follow each refugee's activities
subseguent to an initial period of sponsorship. Even if we
wished to institute such a follow-up program, the cost would be
prohibitive. ©No government agency is mandated or equipped to
follow individual situations and verification of the sort that
would be reqguired is unprecedmnted for any category of American
residents.

-- The most effective way to monitor the progress of
resettlement is through statlstlcally accurate csamples and
evaluations which HEW is organizing.
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CONTRACTING FOR RESETTLEMENT

}

The voluntary agencies are doing a commendable/ob,
and they report that they are confident of their
to place more than 100,000 refugees by the end of
year. : ' :

Supplementing their work are several programs
initiated by State and local governments. Governors, mayors
and county chairmen throughout the country have exhibited
generosity and courage in offers to take responsibility for
the resettlement of large numbers of refugees in their
communities, and we are gratified by the early resulits of
such programs in the States of Washington and Maine, the
City of Indianapolis, and the County of Jackson, Missouri.

STATUS OF CAMPS ' - -~

v In planning for the fall, we are concerned that the
refugees remaining in camps be provided the best possible
shelter from the cold weather to which they are unaccustomed.
We cannot allow the refugees to continue to live in tents,
as they do at Cammp Pendleton and Eglin Air Force BRase.
Heating the facilities at Fort Chaffee will not pcse any
major problem, but the barracks at Indiantown Gap have no
furnaces, and it may be more practical, if the number of
refugees remaining to be placed by fall exceeds the capacity
of Fort Chaffee, to open a new facility where the climate
is more amenable. We are studying that possibility.

REPATRIATION = -
Still in our system as of July 22 are 2,642 persons who
have reguested repatriation. By tomorrcw, all the Vietnamese
among them will be housed on Guam while awaiting the completion
of negotiations between the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refucees and the Vietnamese authorities. 54 Cambodians
requesting to return will be kept at Camp Pendleton until the
UNHCR makes at least initial contact with Cambodian authorities.
As soon &s the authorities in those countries give pexmission
for the return of the repatriates,. we will provide transportaticr
We continue to do our best to provide for their welfare in the
interim. The slow pace of repatriation distresses us. Over two
months have passed since the Saigon authorities and the U.S.
asked the UNHCR to extend its good offices. Dossiers have been
brepared and sent to Saigon, but to date no refugees have moved
from the Rmerican system. ]
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As the Task Force moved from supervising the.
evacuation from Indochina to providing for the initial
welfare of the refugees in the United States, its
character changed. 1Its character is changing again as
we move into a full scale resettlement operation. We
have requested OMB to extend details and expand our staff
for this effort by asking the federal agencies to continue
to provide us with their best people for the important work
that lies ahead. We see a need for an augmentatlon of 75
persons to our present staff of 65.

Never before in the history of this country,
Mr. Chairman, have so many people from such different
cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds been introduced
into American society in such a short period of time. New"
structures of reception and new apprcaches to social policy
hdve been developed in remarkably short order, by voluntary
as well as government agencies. There have been problems,
and there will be others, but given the task, I must say
that I believe it is miraculous that things are going as
well as they are.

We are confident that with a continuation of the
support of the Congress, the Voluntary Agencies, and the
American people have given, the results of the program for
resettlement of the Indochinese refugees will be a tribute
to the generosity of the American people and their dedication
to the ideals of an open society on which this country was
founded.



July 24, 1975

WITINESSES BEFORE THE SUBCOILIITTEE ON REFUGEES -~
SENATOR EDWARD il, XENNEDY, CHAIRIAN

1.)

2.)

3.)

The Honorable Philip C. Habib, Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs,

Ms, Julia Vadala Taft, Director, Inter—Agency Task Force
on Incdochina Refugees

Frank G. Wisner, Deputy Director, Inter-Agency Task Force

General Leonard Chapman, Commissioner, Immicration and
Naturalization Service, Department of Justice | .

James 11, Wilson, Coordinator, Humanitarian Affairs, Department
of State

James Klein, Department of Labor
Don I. Wortman, Department of Health, Education and Welﬁare
Eric von larbod, Department of Defense

Representatives of the Voluntary Acenciess

Wells Klein, American Council for Nationalities Service

John Schauer, Church World Service

Haroid Griﬁes,.lnternétionél Reséﬁe Comnmittee

Doﬁald AgdéQSOﬁ;.Lﬁthéran Iﬁmigfaéion:énd Refuéée Sef&ice
William Thoma, Tolstoy Foundation

iHac Taylor, Travelers Aid - International Social Service
William MaleS:nUnited HIAS o

John licCarthy, U. S. Catholic Conference
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Mr, Sal Perrotta \\%‘ %
. . . ~
Editor-in-Chief el

THE CITIZEN
2130 W, Ninth Street
Los Angeles, California 90006

Dear Mr, Perrotta:

Your editorial "Tasteof Exploitation" in the August 8th issue of
The Los Angeles Citizen just came across my desk,

Since your paper reaches many of our members, I should like to set
the record straight,

We, too, are opposed to the use of Vietnamese refugees as strike-
breakers and cheap labor -- and we cannot permit this to happen,

But to say, as you do, that wages for the Vietnamese '"can be subsi-
dized by sponsoring charitable organizations" is erroneous. No sponsoring agency
can or will subsidize exploiting employees in this fashion, OQur experience
with these agencies in the Hungarian and Cuban per1ods has given us enough
confidence in their judgement.

It is true, of course, that mistakes will be made here and there --
but in context of the total program these mistakes -- while they need be
condemned and corrected -- are, nevertheless, not typical,

Out of the tens of thousands of refugees already resettled, only
several such incidents occurred., This, then, is not enough to justify
your general statement that "the first taste a refugee will have of
America will be one of exploitation.”

On the contrary, I think Americans are a generous people -~ a people
that has absorbed millions of immigrants and refugees. We are, in fact,
a Nation of immigrants, And while we don't want a single American worker
replaced by a Vietnamese refugee, I don't think that 40,000 new breadwinners
will make much of an impact on our total workforce of some 90,000,000 people,
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They will, in the long run, add to our skills and contribute to our
economy and society, :

Why, then, not sponsor some Vietnamese refugee families in Los
Angeles? :

Leo Perlis, ‘Director
Depafiment of Community Services
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