
The original documents are located in Box 34, folder “Drug Abuse Prevention Week” 

of the William J. Baroody Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 

photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 

States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  

Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 

domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 

remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 

copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 
1974 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
The drug trade, by destroying individual lives and dividing families 

and communities, strikes at the heart of our national well-being. 
America's response has not been passive. During the past half decade, 

we have given the highest priority to eliminating this threat to the very 
fabric of our society. 

Our enforcement programs, undertaken with the cooperation of 60 
other nations, are aimed at stamping out the drug trade at all levels, 
from the growing process to street sales. 

We are also rendering special Federal assistance to local law enforce­
ment agencies. As a result, drug arrests are up, major traffickers have 
been jailed, and supplies have been reduced. But too many Americans 
still are victimized by drug abuse. 

We must redouble our efforts to cut supplies and punish suppliers. 
And we must make a National commitment to rehabilitate former users. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the week of October 20-
26, as Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1974. 

An important focus of our effort should be on the community accept­
ance of former drug abusers. For without a way back into society, the 
former addict still is prey to the pressures and pointlessness that con­
tributed to his abuse in the first place. Let us begin, this week, to search 
out the techniques and resources we will need to help former drug abusers 
find their place in productive society- techniques and resources that will 
complement the work presently being carried out at the 1,240 Federally 
funded treatment centers and service points in more than 350 com­
munities across the Nation. 

I call upon officials at every level of government, upon educators, 
medical professionals, and communicators, upon the business commu­
nity and the civic groups of our Nation, upon the churches and clergy, 
and upon all who bear the special trusts of community leadership, to 
rededicate themselves during this week to the total banishment of drug 
abuse from American life. 

I again urge every American to commit himself wholeheartedly, be­
ginning now, to this supremely important humanitarian cause. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
eighteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
seventy-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the one hundred ninety-ninth. 
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Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1975 
By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 
The spread of drug abuse across the country continues to threaten the quality of 

our national life by destroying individual lives, dividing families and disrupting the 
social structures of our cities and communities. 

The economic cost alone, in terms of lost productivity, narcotics-related crime and 
drug abuse prevention programs, is estimated to be in excess of $10 billion a year. The 
toll of human suffering is beyond measure. 

The Federal Government, with the cooperation of States, municipalities and con­
cerned community groups, has made marked progress in the last six years. Together, 
we have reduced both the supply and demand for drugs through vigilant law enforce­
ment and humane treatment and rehabilitation programs. But, unfortunately, the prev­
alence and incidence of drug abuse remains high. Cities which only two years ago 
were reporting a decline in heroin use are now reporting an increase, and the demand 
for treatment continues to rise. These signs must be read realistically as clear signals of 
danger ahead. This danger is of such national significance that we must dedicate our­
selves anew to the task of safeguarding the country against the consequences of drug 
abuse. 

An important focus for our effort must be on developing the self-esteem which is 
the key to preventing drug abuse and other forms of destructive behavior. Prevention 
programs which address the broad developmental needs of children and youth and 
which respond to all the favorable social factors that affect young people offer the best 
promise of helping solve a range of youth problems, including drug abuse. 

Successful prevention programs, however, cannot function in isolation. Experience 
has taught us that in all programs where prevention efforts have been successful, the 
local community has been a vital part of program planning, management and financial 
support. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President, of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate and proclaim the week beginning October 19, 1975, 
as Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1975. 

I call upon officials of every level of government, upon educators, medical profes­
sionals, communicators, upon business communities, our civic groups, the churches and 
their clergy, and upon all who bear the trust of community leadership to rededicate 
themselves during this designated week to the prevention of drug abuse in America. 

I ask for a coordinated community response in the conduct of drug prevention pro­
grams. Where that coordinated response exists, let us reaffirm it, and where it is absent, 
let us build it. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Independ­
ence of the United States of America the two hundredth. 



Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Drug abuse remains one of the most persistent and serious problems in the United 
States today. It affects every segment of our society and every region of our country. 

We have learned that there is no one answer to the drug problem. Drug abuse 
prevention requires a balanced approach by law enforcement agencies, research and 
treatment by all levels of government and full support in the private sector. 

We have made great progress in combating drug abuse. With the help of States, 
local governments and community groups, the Federal government has developed 
programs to control the drug supply through law enforcement and to reduce the 
demand for drugs through treatment, research and prevention. The United States 
has also initiated extensive negotiations with other countries in an attempt to develop 
international cooperation to control the flow of illicit drug traffic. 

To be truly effective, however, drug abuse prevention must begin at the com­
munity level, by the creation of positive environments which reduce the conditions 
leading to drug abuse. Communities across the country have recognized this need and 
have initiated programs involving adults and young people working together to 
improve their communities and to provide services for their people. The keystone for 
these programs is the creative involvement of youth and the cooperation of adults. The 
important goal is drug abuse prevention. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate and proclaim the week beginning October 17, 1976, 
as Drug Abuse Prevention Week. 

I call upon officials at every level of government, upon educators, law enforce­
ment officers, medical professionals and communicators, upon the business community, 
civic groups and the clergy of every denomination, and upon all who bear the trust 
of community leadership to rededicate themselves to the prevention of drug abuse in 
America. 

I ask for the creative thinking and planning of all our citizens either in estab­
lishing drug abuse programs in communities where none now exist or in reaffirming 
their support of currently active programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Inde­
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and first. 



College of Physicians & Surgeons of Columbia University New York, N. Y. 10032 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHIATRY 

Mr. William J. Baroody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Baroody: 

722 West 168th Street 

December 6, 1976 

Your letter accompanying President Ford's Proclamation 
of Drug Abuse Prevention Week arrived at my office in November while 
I was in Israel on behalf of our government trying to help their 
government prevent the growth of drug abuse in that country. I was 
surprised and pleased to receive a copy of the proclamation. 

I want you to know that I am deeply appreciative of the 
President's good wishes and of your thoughtfulness in sending the 
proclamation to me. 

JHJ:pmb 



I 
October II, 1916 

Dear 

Prealdeat Fon nceatly •II• .. a Proclamattoa 
cle.t111Mlac the WHk of October 17th •• Drq AltaH 
Preveatloa WMk, 1976. la hla Proclamatioa tM 
Prellldeat aatea, "1'111be b111y effectift, ••• 4rua 
abue pNftlltloa mut be1ta al the eomm.O, level, 
1»y the cnatloa of po1f.UYe eaTiwoameata which re­
duce the coedltloaa l•IMllaa to"'"• ab••• ••• The 
luty1toae for the•• pro1nm• la tile c•eati•• la•olve­
meat of yoalh and the ect0peratl• of adult•." 

Th• Pnelcleat baa aaked that I aead yoa tbe eacloaed 
dapllcate of hl1 Proclamatioa aa a 91D&ll nmembraace 
of tilt. oecaaloa. a 001n11tao yo• with bta ••"1 beat 
wt ah.ea. 

Zacloau.re 

.. 

Slaeenly, 

---
WWlam J. Baroo.ty. Jr. 
Aaalataat to the Preaidat 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMO FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

October 26, 1976 

ROLAND .E LL IOT T k / 
MARGUERITE MCAULIFFE' I/"' 
Drug Abuse Prevention Week 

Please arrange to have the attached letter 
robo-typed to the individuals on the 
enclosed list for the D rug Abuse Prevention 
Week Proclamation. 

Thanks very much. 

. . 

' 



Tom Seay 
Editor 

SPECIAL INTEREST PRESS 

Washington Drug Review 
1046 National Press Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Gary Seidler 
Editor 
The Journal 
33 Russell Street 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 22, 1976 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation 
designating the week of October 17th as Drug Abuse 
Prevention Week, 1976. In his Proclamation the 
President states, "To be truly effective ••. drug 
abuse prevention .must begin at the conununity level, 
by the creation of positive environments which re -
duce the conditions leading to drug abuse • • • The 
keystone for these programs is the creative involve­
ment of youth and the cooperation of adults. 11 

The President has asked that I send you the enclosed 
duplicate of his Procla.mation as a small remembrance 
of this occasion. It comes to you with his very best 
wishes. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

.v#~ 
William J. Baroody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 



GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

Robert L. DuPont, M.D. 
Director 
National Institute on Drug Abuse 
11400 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 

Peter Bensinger 
Administrator 
Drug Enforcement Administrat~on 
1405 I Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Vernon Acree 
Commissioner 
U.S. Customs Service 
1301 Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Ambassador Sheldon Vance 
Senior Advisor & Coordinator 

for International Narcotic Matters 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 

Edward E. Johnson 
Special Assistant to the 

Deputy Director 
Off ice of Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 



Rayburn F. Hesse 
Executive Director 
National Association of State 

Drug Abuse Program Coordinators 
1612 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Richard J. Russo 
Director 
National Association of State 

Drug Abuse Program Coordinators 
109 West State Street 
Trenton, New Jersey 08609 

Alan Beals 
Executive Vice President 
National League of Cities 
1620 I Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

John J. Gunther 
Executive Director 
United States Conference of Mayors 
1620 I Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Thomas E. Bryant 
President 
Drug Abuse Council, Inc. 
1828 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Richard Bonnie 
Chairman 
Drug Abuse Advisory Committee 
University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, Virginia 

Bernard Bihari, M.D. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Addiction Programs 
377 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10013 

Msqr. William B. O'Brien 
President, Davtop Villaqe 
54 W. 40th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10018 

Jerome H. Jaffe, M.D. 
Former Director, Special Action 
Office for Drug Abuse Prevention 

Columbia University 
New York, N.Y. 

. . 




