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Older Americans Month, 1975 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

There is increasing awareness throughout America of the growing 
national resource represented by our older citizens. Their collective 
knowledge, experience, and energy can contribute significantly to raising 
the quality of life for all Americans. 

As we approach our national Bicentennial, it is important to take spe­
cial notice of older Americans. They have made and are making signifi­
cant contributions to our Nation. It is fitting that we not lose sight of the 
continuing contributions this generation can make nor of our commitment 
as a society to meet their needs. 

The first White House Conference on Aging in 1961 produced a Senior 
Citizens Charter of Rights and Obligations. The second White House 
Conference on Aging, held in 1971, broadened that recognition and 
deepened our commitment to providing opportunities to our older citizens 
for maintenance of income and health and for self-realization and con­
tinuing usefulness. It is appropriate to update the Charter in the light of 
growing knowledge and recognition of the needs and abilities of our older 
citizens. People of all ages should join in the development of a Declaration 
of Rights and Obligations of Older Persons so that it can be proclaimed 
as part of our Bicentennial celebration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the month of May 1975 
as Older Americans Month. I urge everyone to participate in the efforts 
to achieve the goal of proclaiming a new Declaration of Rights and Obli­
gations for Older Persons, which can become a rallying point for our 
Nation during the Bicentennial year of 1976 and a guide to action during 
the years ahead. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first 
day of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-ninth. 
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Older Americans Month, 1976 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Among our Nation's most precious natural resources are the collective wisdom, 
experience and abilities of our older citizens. 

In recent years we have become more aware of the important contributions older 
Americans have made in the past and in the tremendous potential they hold for the 
future. We are increasing our efforts to ensure that they have the opportunity for 
independent living through security of income, maintenance of health and continued 
useful involvement in the life of our Nation. 

America's older citizens have earned the gratitude and respect of our society, as 
well as our recognition of their worth and dignity. In this spirit, the Federal Council on 
Aging has prepared the Bicentennial Charter for Older Americans expressing their 
rights and obligations. 

The job market and the area of volunteer services provide some of the best 
opportunities to draw on the strengths and talents of older Americans. Unfortunately, 
older, and even middle-aged workers, are too often the victims of myth and prejudice 
regarding their capabilities. Our society needs the know-how, experience, judgment 
and eagerness to serve that these citizens bring to the job. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the month of May, 1976, as Older Americans Month. 

I urge all State and Area Agencies on Aging and other private and public orga­
nizations that are related to the field of aging to observe this month by arranging 
public forums where the Bicentennial Charter for Older Americans will be discussed 
and recommendations developed for implementation. 

I urge all organizations concerned with employment to observe this month with 
ceremonies and programs designed to increase employment opportunities for older 
workers. 

I urge all organizations engaged in the delivery of services to persons in need to 
observe this month by increased emphasis on efforts to recruit, train and place older 
volunteers. 

And I urge all Americans to observe this month by focusing on the achievements 
of older persons and supporting programs to make the last days of life the best days for 
increasing numbers of our older Americans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of April, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 
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ceremonies and programs designed to increase employment opportunities for older 
workers. 

I urge all organizations engaged in the delivery of services to persons in need to 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 1, 1975 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
---- ··-·-_ .. _____________________________________ .. ___ ,, ________________ _ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

OLDER AMERICANS MONTH, 1975 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERicl#;_ _;;
1 

A PROCLAMATION "'-_j5/ 
There is increasing awareness throughout America of 

the growing national resource represented by our older 
citizens. Their collective knowledge, experience, an4 
energy can contribute significantly to raising the quality 
of life for all Americans. 

As we approach our national Bicentennial, it is 
important to take special notice of older Americans. They 
have made and are making significant contributions to our 
Nation. It is fitting that we not lose sight of the con­
tinuing contributions this generation can make nor of our 
commitment as a society to meet their needs. 

The first White House Conference on Aging in 1961 
produced a Senior Citizens Charter of Rights and Obligations. 
The second White House Conference on Aging, held in 1971, 
broadened that recognition and deepened our commitment to 
providing opportunities to our older citizens for maintenance 
of income and health and for self··realization and continuing 
usefulness. It is appropriate to update the Charter in the 
light of growing knowledge and recognition of the needs and 
abilities of our older citizens. People of all ages should 
join in the development of a Declaration of Rights and 
Obligations of Older Persons so that it can be proclaimed 
as part of our Bicentennial celebration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the month 
of May 1975 as Older Americans Month. I urge everyone to 
participate in the efforts to achieve the goal of proclaim­
ing a new Declaration of Rights and Obligations for Older 
Persons, which can become a rallying point for our Nation 
during the Bicentennial year of 1976 and a guide to action 
during the years ahead. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
first day of May in the year of our Lord nineteen 

hundred seventy-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # # 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1975 

MFAvfORANDUM FOR: ROLAND ELLIOTT 

FROM: MARGUERITE MCAULIFFE 

SUBJECT: Older Americans Month 

Please arrange to have the attached letter robo­
typed to the individuals on the enclosed list. 

Thanks very much. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1975 

Dear 

President Ford recently signed a Proclamation designating 
the month of May as Older Americans Month, 1975. In 
his Proclamation the President states, 11 

••• older 
Americans ... have made and are making significant 
contributions to our Nation. It is fitting that we not lose 
sight of the continuing contributions this generation can 
make nor of our commitment as a society to meet their 
needs." 

The President asked that I send you the enclosed duplicate 
of his Older Americans Month Proclamation as a small 
remembrance of this occasion. It comes to you with his 
very best wishes. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

William J. Bavoody, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 
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v . ~-- ----
Miss Mary Mullen 
National Association of Retired Teachers 
2011 San Remo Drive 
Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
(714-497-1989) 

Mr. Bernard Nash 
Executive Director 
American Association of Retired Persons 
1225 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 
(872-4710) 

Mr. Nelson H. Cruikshank 
President 
National Council of Senior Citizens 
1511 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 
(783-6850) 

Mr. Wiley M. Crittenden, Jr. 
President 
American Nursing Home Association 
Oakmont Nursing Home 
Greenville, SC 
( 803-246-2721) 

Mr. Bert Seidman 
Director, Department of Social Security 
AFL-CIO 
815 - 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 
(637-5200) 

Mrs. Margaret Kuhn 
The Gray Panthers 
6342 Greene Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
Office: (215-EV2-6644) 
Home: (215-848-2038) 

Mr. Hobart Jackson 
Chairman, National Caucus on the Black Aged 
4400 West Girard Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 
(215-878 - 9955 ) 



.. 

Mr. J. Albin Y okie 
Executive Vice President 

- 2 -

American College of Nursing Home Administrators 
8641 Colesville Road, Suite 409 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(301-589-9070) 

Mr. Albert J. Abrams 
Secretary of the Senate 
New York State Capitol 
Albany, NY 12204 
( 518-4 72-5187) 

Mr. Robert J. Ahrens 
Director 
Mayor's Office for Senior Citizens 
City of Chicago 
330 So. Wells Street 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312-744-5770) 

Mr. Harry F. Walker 
President 
National Association of State Units on Aging 
ll23 Eutaw Street 
Room 400 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
(301-383-2100) 

Mr. Edwin Kaskowitz 
Executive Director 
Gerontological Society 
One DuPont Circle 
Washington, DC 
(659-4698) 

Mr. Jack Ossofsky 
Executive Director 
National Council on the Aging 
1828 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 
(223-6250) 

Mr. Douglas O. Woodruff 
President 
American Association of Retired Persons 
372 H Street 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84103 
(801-364-0381) 



. , ..... 
Mrs. Ethel Shanas 
President 
National Gerontological Society 
609 Sheridan Road 
Evanston, IL 60202 
(312-996-3016) 

Mr. Richard A. Short 
President 
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American Association of Homes for the Aging 
Presbyterian Home, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2007 

. High Point, NC 
Office: (919-883-9111) 
Home: (919-885-2867) 

Mr. Clarence Tarr 
Acting President 
National Association of Retired Federal Employees 
1533 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 
(223-0832) 

Mr:~ John B. Martin 
American Association of Retired Persons 
1225 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 
(872-4869) 

General Bar skdale Hamlett 
National President 
Retired Officers Association 
National Headquarters 
1625 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
(331-1111) 



May 22, 1975 

Dear 

Preeident J'ord recently •ign d a Proclamation deatanattng 
the month of May ae Older Americana Month, 1975. In 
hb Proclamation the Preeident etate•. " • • • older 
Americana ••• have made and are makin •ianificant 
con"ibutiona to our Nation. lt la fitting that we not loae 
eight of the contlnuin'g \contribution.a this aeneration can 
make nor of our commit~ent &• a •oeiety to meet their 
need•." 

~ The Preaident aek.ed that I •~nd you the encloeed duplic <..,..~ 
of hi• Older Am ricant MoAth Prcclamation aa a tmall : ~u~ 
remembrance of thia occa•ion. It cornea to you with hie'!>~ .: 
very eat wiehee • 

neloauro 

Sincerely, 

Willl&rn J. Baooody, Jr. 
Aaaletant to the Preetdent 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 30, 1975 
, ...., 
c 

°' --:, 
MEMORANDUM FOR: MARGUERITE McAULIFFE 

The President has signed a Proclamation entitled: 

"Older Americans Month, 1975" 

(Month of May 1975) 

4,a.~ 
Robert D. Linder ~ · 




