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N E W S C O N FE R E Ne E #389 

AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

WITH BI LL GREENER 

AT 11 :37 A.M. EST 

DECEMBER 11, 1 975 

THURS DAY 

MR. GREENER: L-t me go over the Pres i dent 's 
schedule this morn ing on some of the s taf f meet ings. 

He had breakfas t this morning a t 7: 15 with Secre
tary Simon to discus s the t ax cut legi s lation. 

He had a meeting at 8 :30 this morni ng wi t h 
Secretary Dunlop in which he discussed the common sit us 
picketing l egisla tion. 

He had a meeting at 9 :30 with Secretary Rumsfeld 
and General Scowcrof t. Rurnsfeld reported on h i s NATO 
meetings. 

I t h ink you have all t he ot hers. 

We have one announcemen-t which has not been posted 
yet, and that is that the President announces his i ntention 
to nominate Robert Ellswort h to be Deputy Secr etary of 
Defense. This is a new position created by Public Law 92 
596 on October 27, 1972 . I n other words, there wil l be t wo 
deput ies. 

Q What is this one f or? 

MR. GREENER: Primari l y t he intelligence area . 

Q Has this position ever been f i lled before, 
Bill? 

MR. GREENER: No, it has not . 

Q Is there a f ormal tit le to i t? 

MR. GREENER: Deputy Secret ary of Defense. 

Q For somethi ng? 

MR. GREENER: No, jus t Deputy Secret ary of De f ens e . 

MORE # 389 

Scanned from the folder "December 11, 1975 (No. 389)" in Box 15 of the Ronald Nessen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

wmcnitt
Typewritten Text
Discussion of the December 10, 1975 Cabinet Meetingbegins on page 6.

wmcnitt
Typewritten Text

wmcnitt
Typewritten Text

wmcnitt
Typewritten Text

wmcnitt
Typewritten Text



--

- 2 - #389 - 12 /11 

Q Isn 't Ellsworth present ly As s is t ant Secretary 
f or International Affairs? 

MR. GREENER : He is present ly Assistant Secretary 
of Defense f or International Security Affairs. 

Q How does he rank in relat i on to Clements? 
Are they coequal? 

MR. GREENER : No. After he is c onfirmed, t he 
President p l ans to designate William Clements a s pri ncipal 
deputy . 

Q Is t his, in effect, an upgrading of inter
national security to t he Deputy Secretar y level? 

MR. GREENER: I t is merely a matter of filling 
that pos ition that has been vacant . 

Q Was that Congress' intention when they did 
that, to upgrade international security f r om the assistant 
to deputy level , do you know? 

MR. GREENER: I don 't know . I wi ll have to check 
it for you, J im , what the intent of the law was. 

Q Bill, d i dn' t Mel Laird want this , becaus e he 
needed anot her deputy when he was at the Pentagon, t o handle 
operational affairs and another guy to handle hardware? 

MR. GREENER: John, a s I say, I don ' t know what 
the background of i t is. I j us t know the l aw designates 
the two of them. 

Q What was Ellsworth getting? What wil l he 
be getting under this change? 

MR. GREENER : He was Ass i s tant Secretary , getting 
$3 9 ,900, I t hink, but l et ' s check it . I will get it for 
you exactly. His new salary will be $44,600. We will check 
the other one . 

Q Bill, is there something in Ellsworth's 
background that qualifies him for this job? 

MR . GREENER: Since June 5 , 1974, he has been 
As s i stant Secretary of Defense for I nt ernat ional Security 
Affairs. From 1969 to 1971 he served as U. S . Permanent 
Repr e sentative on the Council of the North At l antic Treaty 
Organization. There is a handout on it. It will be coming 
t o you short ly. 

Those are all t he announcements for t oday . 
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Q On DOD , can you t ell us when you are going 
over t here? 

MR. GREENE R: When I am going over there? 

Q Yes, a ss umi ng t he confi rmat ion is all 
compl ete. 

MR . GREENER: Short ly aft er confirmat ion. I just 
don' t know . 

Q Before the Va i l trip , s hould that materialize? 

MR. GREENER : I j ust don 't know yet. I di d talk 
to the Pres ident -

Q When are your confirmati on hearings? 

MR . GREENER: Next week, as far as I know , Fr an, 
but I have not been given a date . 

Q Bill , in the meeting with Mr. Duri lop t hi s 
morning, did the President make a f i na l dec i s i on on s ign i ng 
or veto i ng t h e common situs pi cketing bi l l ? 

MR. GREENER : No, he did not. 

Q You started to say someth i ng else . You did 
tal k t o t he Pr esident or something. 

MR. GREENER : I wa s goi ng to gi ve some informa t i on 
on Vail. I a sked t he President t his morni ng , and the 
pr obl em of sett ing t he dat e on Va i l is what i s the cal endar 
for Congress . I f Congr ess is in s es sion over Chris t mas, 
t hen the President wi l l be in town . If the Congress completes 
t heir work on say t he 20th , t hen t he President doe s contem
plate departing the 23rd or 24th for Vail , r eturning on the 
29th . 

Q Why would he r e t urn so earl y on t he 29t h? 
Why doesn't he j us t stay t hrough New Year's ? 

MR. GREENER : Because he fe e ls he should get 
back and do the work that is in f r ont of him -- the State 
of the Union , legi slati ve -

Q But tha t has never been an i nhibition becaus e 
he coul d always take work t o China a nd work anywhere we wanted. 

Q He took work to Va i l l a s t year . 
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MR. GREENER: This is the President's desire, to 
come back. 

Q Does he feel that the days he spends ~n Vail 
he cannot work eff ectively? 

MR . GREENER : He wil l be working while he is there, 
a lso. 

Q But not as eff ect i ve ly as he could back here, 
and t hat is why he is coming back? 

MR. GREENER: No , I would not say thata He j ust 
f eels t hat he would like t o come back . 

Q Does he feel t he Congress will be in session 
be ginning the 29th? 

MR. GREENER: He does not know. 

Q Is he s eeking to or attempting to avoi d 
cri tic i sm for excessive traveling by cutting down his stay 
in Vail ? 

MR. GREENER: No, he is s eeking to r eturn t o hi s 
office, where he would like to be on the 29th . 

Q Bill, he is aware that perhaps as many as 
10 0 members of his staff and the White Hous e press corps 
will be taken away from their families at Christmastime 
if he does in f act do this? 

MR . GREENER: Why would they be taken away from 
their families , Bob? Coul dntt the ir families accompany 
him? 

Q Those of us who have to go. 

MR. GREENER: Well, couldn ' t your families a ccompany 
you? 

Q Probably not . 

MR. GREENER: As I understand it, reservations have 
been made, and I also should have added that in the event 
that it is that period of time and that is where they are 
to go, the people are trying to work out with the owners in 
Vail that you can sublet t he condomini ums for whatever period 
you are not there so as not to lose that amount of money. 

Q They are trying to? 
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MR. GREE ~lER: And t hey are very hopeful. They 
have ta l ked to them t wi ce in t he last t wo d.ays, a nd t hey 
told rr.e t~l_i .3 morning that it l oo;:ed very gc.od, but I just 
don{ t hav~ a f i~al word on it, Boh. 

Q But is he aware of the se d i:L~- icul1: ies? 
That is what I am a sk i ng . 

MR. GREENER: Yes , he is. 

The answer on Ellsworth' s prior salary l eve l was 

$3 9 , 900, Lou. 


Q Bi ll, in addit ion to on _ l awsuit f or $1 00, 000 
cha~g ing s ex discrimina t ion in t he Write House Press O f~ice ) 
ther e is the f act that Margita Whi te i s st i l l not be ing pai d 
as IT.u c h salar y as Ron Ziegl er I s f ormer m:::le ass istant in the 
s ame job. 

My que stion i s, has the Pre s i ~ ent or Mrs. Ford 
express ed any concer n about this treatm~nt of women by 
the Whi te House Press Office ? 

MR. GREENER: No . 

Q Do you ha ve any cOImn,::mt , Bi ll? Do you hu.ve 
ar:y ccmmer: -c ? 

MR. GREENER : Do I have any comment ? 

Q Yes, do you , on this question. 

MR. GREENER: Les, I think it wou l d be ratl1er 
inapprojJ:"iat e for me t o comment on the $1 00, DOC su::,-t, which 
is in lit .Lga t ion, and secondly Margi ta Whi t e iG s -o;;a;-.cl i ng 
r ight here and if she has any c ommen t i s we l c ome to make it. 

Q Yes, do you have a co~~ent , Margita ? 

MRS. WHITE: I am perfectly happy wit h my salary. 

Q Bil l , did you meet wi th the Pre s ident t his 
morning ? 

MR. GREENE R: Yes, I did~ 

Q Did anything c ome up a bout t he f orthcoming 
Gallup result s showi ng Reagan lead i ng the Pr esident ? 

MR. GREENER: No. 

Q Is the Whit e House awa~e of t his poll, a nd 
do you have a react ion to i t ? It a ppare ntl y shows Governor 
Re agan now l ead ing Pr e sident Ford . 
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MR. GREENER: I have not seen the poll, so I 
would ha ve to check on i t. 

Q Do you know if the Pres ident is aware of 
the f orthcoming poll, Bi ll? 

MR. GREENER: I do not, Saul. It was not ment i oned 
a t all . 

Q Bill, was there any discussion at all t hat 
you a re aware of, with t he President , with Callaway or Stu 
Spencer or anybody who is going down t o this Houston meet ing 
about any moves to counter Reagan or advance the Pres ident's 
chances? Ther e are a number of peop le going down there, and 
I wonder ed whe ther that subject matter has corne up at all 
in t he White House ? 

MR. GREENER: The subj ect matter has not corne 
up a t all, Lou . 

Q On that same thing, Bo Callaway attended a 
Cabinet meeting yesterday,which was somewhat unusua~and 
supposedly reported to the President on the campaign so far. 
What d id he tel l t he President? 

MR. GREENER : I did not a ttend the Cabinet meeting, 
so I wi l l have to ask. 

Q Can we get a rundown on that? 

MR. GREENER: I will do my best f or you. 

MR. SPEAKES: We pos t ed i t yesterday. 

Q You didn' t r eally say anything. 

MR. SPEAKES : There was not much detail , j ust a 
basic r undown on staffing and who i s in New Hampshire t hat 
w~ks f or the Ford Campaign Committee and who is in Florida. 
I t wa s a very quick rundown. 

Q They did not say how you are doing in New 
Hampshire? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. 

Q No evaluation of the progr es s of t he campaign 
in either State, Larry? 

MR. SPEAKES: No. Bo stated he is expected to 
win in Florida and New Hampshire. 

Q He t old the Pres ident that ? 

MO RE #38 9 



--

- 7 - #389 - 12/ 11 

MR . GREENE R: The answer t hat he gave was that what 
he gave him was a r undown of the staffing at t he Pr esident 
Ford Committee a nd als o the people that were i nvolved in 
New Hampshire and Florida and t hen the quest i on was asked 
whether or not he gave h im any report on how he felt the 
Pres ident was do ing in New Hampsh i re and Flori day, and Larry 
answered that he did state that he expected to win in both 
States . 

Q Any amplification? 

MR. SPEAKES : No. 

MR. GREENER: No amplif i cation. 

Q Do you mean he sai d , "Mr. Pre siden~ , we t hink 
you are going t o win i n New Hampshire and Florida," that's 
all ? 

Q The ?resid(:nt said, "That i s good. 11 

Q Bil l , is ther e anything f urt her you can say 
about t he President 1 s campaign plans, so far as you know? 

MR. GREENER: No, I have noth ing on t hat. 

Q Can you te l l us what t hi s meeting with t he 
Span ish-American Republicans is about ? 

HR . GREENER: Sure, If I can just find it. 

Q Bill , c an I go back to the other thing for 
just a second before you get into t hat? 

MR. GREENER : Sure. 

Q Is it going to be common practice now for 
t he nex t year for' the President ' s Cabinet to be kept up on 
the polit ics of the Pres ident 's c ampaign? Will t hey be, 
in e ffect, polit ical advisers as we l l as administrative 
advisers ? 

MR. GREENER: There are no plan s f or that , Ann. 
It was j ust a matter of bringing them up t o dat e on t he 
staffing and l et the Cabinet know tV'here everything was 
s tc..nding. 

Q vlhy doe s t he Ca b i n e t need to know where t he 
President ' s polit ical organ ization stands? 

MR . SPEAKES: It is the other way around. Bo was 
keep i ng up on issues. The Chairman of the RNC attends 
Cabi net meetings r e gularly . 
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Q Was the~e a ny discussion, do you know , Bill , 
of the use of Cabinet members in t he campaign in t hese 
prima~ie s? 

MR . SPEAKES: I t hink t h ey do pla n fo~ s ome of 
the Cabinet membe~s, except t hat those that are tradi tiona l l y 
nonpol itical. 

Q No detai l ed discus s ion of who wou ld be going 
where? 

MR. SPEAKES: No . 

Q Let 's tu~n that around f or one minute . 

MR. GREENER: Wa it a mi nute . 

Q Bill, di d Larry s ay that t he Chairman of t he 
RNC attends Cab i net meet i ng s regular ly? 

MR. GREENER: Ye s , he d id , and she does. 

Q Let 's t ake t hat a lit tle bit f urther . If 
Larry s ays it has been standard practice f or the Chai rman of 
the National Commit tee to attend Cabinet meetings, is Mr. 
Cal laway go i ng to attend al l or most Cabine t meet i ngs f rom 
now on? 

MR. SPEAKES: I don't know. 

MR. GREENER : I don' t know. We wi l l l.ave to check 
it. I have heard of no s uch plans . 

Q On the Rums fe l d meeting t hi s mor ning , did 
they discus s t he withdrawal of s ome nuclear warheads from 
t he European theater? 

MR. GREENER: As you know, we never conf irm or 
deny the pos itions of nuclear warheads , so there would be 
no way t o answer your questions . 

Let me just answer t he ques t ion tha t Bob had . The 
meeting was reques ted by Benjamin Fernandez, who wa s 
Chairman of t he Republican National Hispani c Assembly , to 
discuss and reque s t Administration act ions in the area s of 
Pr e s ident ial appointments and al s o to r eaff i r m t he need for 
the posit i on of the Specia l Assis tant to t he Pres i dent f or 
Spanish-speaking Af f airs, a post he ld now by Fernando C. 
DeBaca , and t hat basically was the whol e thing . 

Q They did not di s cuss t he role of the Spanish-
Ameri can Republica ns i n t he campaign or are not di s cussing 
it ? 
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NR. GREE1JER: I t is not part of t he paper. Of 

cour se, they are having the meeting now , so I donit k now 

what they are d iscus s ing. 


Q Ha s t he Pr e s i dent been i n touc h by te l e phone 

with Secretary Ki ss i nger sinc e Se creta r y Kis s inger arrive d 

in Brussels over the use o f the new proposal 


MR. GREENER: Not t o my knowledg e , bu t you can 

check on that. 


Q Question? 

MR. GREENER: The ques tion was wh ether o r not the 
Pr es i dent has been in c on tact wi th Secretary Ki s singer by 
t e lephone t oday . 

Q On the s ub j ect of Kis s i nger's v i e w,before i t 
passes i nto history, d o you have any comment on the dropp i ng 
o f the contempt citations by the Hou se? 

MR. GREENER: Nothing excep t that we ar'e pleased 
that the c ommittee was able t o get the infor mat i o n that they 
requir ed. 

Q Bill, jus t one more on t h at, if I may. There 
a r e report s thi s morning that the President personally 
ordered t h i s i nfor ma t i on to be turned over to the committee 
when he got back f rom China and was br iefed on the dispute-
h e personally ordered t hat the ma terial be turned o ver. 
Are those reports correct? 

MR. GREENER: Not to my knowledge, J i m, but I will 
dou b lec heck i t for y ou by a sking the President. I didn 't 
ask h im if he s pecifical ly ordered it, nor had I heard of it. 

Q How d id it happen? 

MR. GREENER: What do you mean , how d i d it happen? 

Q Who se t the wheels in motion for this 
conferen c e ? 

MR. GREENER: As I mentioned the other day, 
me mbers of the staff of the Wh i te House and the State 
Department were worki n g with members of the corrmittee to 
effectively give them the informat i on that t h ey requir ed. 

Q Yesterday it was the positi on of the White 
House tha t the Pres i dent was not go i ng to compromi se with 
Congre ss on t h e tax b i ll; that is to say, he was going t o 
insis t on a spend i n g ceili ng and that that be matched with 
the permanen t extension of th e t ax cuts. 
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Now, Senator Scott, on t he Hill thi s morning , 
urged the Congre s s t o compromise with the President . Was 
Scott jus t tal k ing off the top of his head or does the 
President have a c ompromise in mind ? 

MR. GREENER: I would not care t o characterize 
what Senator Scott was doing , but t he President 's pos i t i on 
i s firm; t hat is, that he wou ld l i ke to have the tax cut 
that he has pr oposed and he wil l accept no tax cut that does 
not couple with i t a s pending limit . 

Q As Senator Scott, the Republican Mi nority 
Leader, sai d , how can he expec t the Congress to compromise 
with the Pre s ident because it appears from wha t you have 
s aid again that t he Whi te House posit ion is unyieldi ng 
and there is no room for compromis e . 

MR . GREENER : The Pres i dent 's posit i on is just as 
I stated, ~lalt ) and t hat is clearly tha t he would l ike an 
$11 bil l ion l arger tax cut than t hat being proposed by the 
Congre ss and t hat he would also like it coupled with a 
spendi ng ceiling limiting the growth by some $2 8 bill ion . 

Q Then we can conclude Senator Scott mi sspoke 
about compr omise? 

MR. GREENER: You can draw your own conclusions. 
I would not care to charact er ize it. 

Q Bi ll , l ast March 13 Paul Miltich , who was 
Mr. Ford 's Press Se cretary for eight years in t he House and 
as Vice Pr esident, was appointed to the Postal Rate Commis s ion . 
I was wondering , do you know of any expertise or experience 
in postal rates that would qualify h i m f or this, and did Mr. 
Nessen ha ve anything to do with this trans f er of jobs ? 

MR . GREENER: I don't know enough about Mr. Miltich's 
background to say what is required for that . I will have 
to check on it for you, Les . 

Q Was Ron Nessen consulted in any way? Did he 
participate in this in any way? 
do with the transfer of jobs? 

Did he have anything to 

you know, 
MR. GREENER: I 
I was not here. 

would have to check on it. As 

Q Bill , can we go back to taxes? 

MR. GREENER: Cert ainly. 

MOTI: # 389 
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Q I think t ha't Sena t or Scot t is be ing quoted 
t his morning as hav i ng t o ld repor t ers tha t he agree s wi th 
the f ee ling by Democrat ic Senate leade r s t hat a Pre s i dential 
ve t o wou ld be overridden in the Senate. Congre ssman Rhodes 
yest e rday s aid he cou ld not f orecast what would happen in 
t he House. 

We were to l d l as t week, I th ink , that the 
Pre s i dent was confident t hat the veto could be sustained at 
least in the House . Is he getting any new i nf ormat ion on 
t his , a nd is he making any effor t s t o get i n touch with t he 
l eadership to try to work out some kind o f a compromi s e or 
is he determined to proceed with this battle without changing 
i t ? 

MR. GREENER : The President i s no t determined 
t o pr oceed wi th any bat tle . He would l ike t h e Congress, as 
I sai d , t o place a s pending ceiling t hat couples wit h any 
t ax cut that i s presented and that remains f irm a nd he 
expect s t ha t to be susta ined. 

Q Does t he president still think t hat a veto 
cou ld be s ustained? 

t1R. GREENER: Yes, that is what I said. He 
expects i t to be susta ined . 

Q In the Hous e or t he Senate or both Houses or 
what? 

MR. GREENE R: I don't have t he specifics on t hat , 
John . 

Q Are we talking about t he same thing, t he 
entire package, or just the compromise,which would ext end 
the t ax cut for three mont hs or six months? 

MR. GREENER: No tax cut of any kind unless it is 
coupl ed with a spending ceiling . 

Q Of $395 billion for f i s cal 1 97 7 because 
yesterday Mr. Scott s a i d if somebody was 1 percent or 2 
off, who's commenting? 

MR. GREENER: I don' t think t hey have come down 
t o t hat . You are being ver y ,I i ffy" on it . Obviously, the 
President woul d l ike $28 billion and $39 5 bil l ion. That 
is exact l y what he proposed. 

Q Bill, I am puzz l ed by your statement that the 
Pre sident expect s t he vet o t o be sus t ained if his own 
l i eutenant s on t he Hill have t o ld him it won't be. There 
seems t o be s ome l ack of communioat i on between Senator Scot t 
and Mr. Rhodes and t h e White House . 
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MR. GREE NER : I can only t e ll you what his aide s 
ar e te l l i ng him , Bob, and t ha t is t hat it can be sustained 
and wi l l be s ustained . 

Q And by hi s a i de s, you mean Mr . Friedcrsdorf 
and the other s in the Congres s i ona l Liai s on? 

MR. GREENER: And the others that are dea l ing 
wi th t he Congress, correct. 

Q But not the Cong r e ssmen who a r e going t o do 
t he voting? They are not tell i ng him, right ? 

MR. GREENER: I don 't know that, Bob . You are 
reporting t o me on what they are s aying. I have no t -

Q I am a sking you. Have Mr. Scott and Mr. 
Rhode s , who are t he leader s , t old the President t hat i t is 
go i ng to be sustained 01" tha t it i s not go inf. t o be 
sus tained? I am a sking. 

MR. GREENER: I don' t b lieve t hey have said 
eit her , Bob, t o him . 

Q On t he contempt c itation , one more detail. 
The Buchen letter will send to the House t he act ion s taken by 
the Forty Committ ee , but whi l e t he President was in China 
the Senate Select Committee produced a report wh i ch sai d 
that t he most apparent covert action which wa s in Chil e 
when President Nixon was in t he Wh i t e House del iberately 
bypa s sed t he: Forty Commi t -t- ee , it wont from t he Oval Office to 
the CIA to the Emba ssy i n Chile. 

The ques t ion is, wi l l t he Whit e House supply 
t hose covert actions which bypas sed the 40 Committ ee as 
part of t hat c ompromise package? 

MR. GREENER: I don' t b l ieve we have had a ny 
prob lems a t all t hat I know of with t he Senate Se l ect 
Committee, and we provi ded t hem wit h t he informat i on t hey 
r equested. 

Q I am t alking about the House. 

MR. GREENER: You said Senate. 

Q I know, but t he Senat e Commit tee produced 
t ha t report ; t he Buchen compr omise deals with t he Hous e . 
Wil l t he Whit e House supply the House Select Committee 
with those act i ons whic h delibera t ely bypassed the Fort~· 
Committee? 

MR. GREENER: Has s uch a request been made? 
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Q I know t he bal l is in Buchen' s court and he 
mentioned on l y t hose act i ons approved by t he F, )rt y Committee 
to get away from t he Executive privil ege on t I ~ State 
Department. 

MR. GREENER: I th i nk , as I unders tam ' the 
situation, that t hey have rece ived the informati ?n t hey 
feel is necessary. 

Q I wonder if you would take t hat qu, ~ stion. Will 
the White House a pp l y t hose act ions which bypass~ c. the Forty 
Committee? 

MR . GREENER : I wi l l just have to check 0 1 i t for 
you . It i s a specif ic t hat I don' t know. 

Q On the same subject, stil l trying to find out 
who i nit iated this compromise , the President had i nvoked 
Executive privilege with respect t o t he State Department 
subpoena and then Mr. Buchen sends a letter saying that we 
will give you more of the For ty Commi tt eE: and the 30 3 Committee, 
four more years of their r ecords that you a s ked for , and 
then the committee peopl e come down and say they are 
getting everything they need, including State Department 
recommendations, which was the area in which the President 
invoked Executive privilege. 

Who directed Mr. Buchen or Mr. Highland to show 
them material which satisfied the i r State Department 
subpOena? They say it did. Who directed them t o do that? 
If it was the President, when did he do it -- before he 
left for China or after he r eturned , or what? 

MR. GREENE R: J i m, I just said I did not d i s cuss 
that with the Presi dent . I wil l f ind out f or you. 

Q Bill, on the common sit us pi cket ing s ituat ion, 
the President in the past has said that he support s the 
idea but we are a little vague on where he s tands on the 
bill now. Has that become c l arified a fter h i s tal ks wi t h 
Secretary Dunlop t h is morni ng, and coul d you tell us where 
he stands now? 

MR . GREENER: He still has t o wai t t o see t he bi ll. 
There are some 15 additiona l amendments, a s I understand it , 
that are on the b i ll , and he needs to see t ha t a nd s ee what 
effect above and beyond wha t the President a s ked f or, and 
so he did not make any decision on it until he can s ee it. 

Q But he s t i ll support s the principle? 

MR. GREENER: As far as I know, yes. 
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Q Bill, when d id Mrs. Smith begin attending 
Cabinet meetings? Right after her ascension? 

MR. GREENER: Yes , a s soon as she became Chai rman. 

Q I realize to an extent I am asking you about 
prior Administrations , but do you know, by any chance, whether 
that had been standard practice in the previous Administrations? 

MR. GREENER: I don' t know. 

Q Bill, as Phil Buchen makes c l ear in h i s 
letter to Mrs. Schmalzried ' s complaint to her lawyers, t he 
Civil Rights Act that was cit ed by h er l awyers does not 
apply to the Whit e House , it does not apply to t he Hi l l. 

I wonder if t he Pres i dent f eels , however, t hat 
the Civil ~ights bans on sex or r acial discriminat ion should 
apply, whet her there shoul d be a new law wh i ch does i nclude 
all Federal agencies? 

MR. GREENER: To begin with, you would have to 
ask t he Civi l Service Commission, who is the one t hat 
made that r uling, whether or not i t applie s t o the White 
House and Congress . 

Q No, no, Bill. 

MR. GREENER: Let me j ust fin i sh . 

Secondly, t he Pres ident is against di scrimi nation 
of all sort s , as you know, and wil l not t ol er ate any 
practice of it in the White House or any other p l a ce tha t he 
contr o l s, and the question of whe t her or not he would 
propose any addi t ional l eg is lation, I woul d have to check 
with h i m, J ohn. 

Q If that is the ca s e , why does he not rai se 
Margita's salary to what J erry Warren was gett ing for 
doing exactly the s ame job, whether she i s happy or not 
with that salary. If you say t hat he won't t o l erate it, 
Bill, how can you say t h is ? 

MR . GREENER: Very simply. I just d i d. (Laughter) 

Q We l l , t hat 's great . 

Q While you are at i t , Mr. Greener, coul d you 
a s k him 

MR . GREENER: Les, let me just finish, that she 
is happy, as she said, and second of al l 
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Q So were t he s laves, Bi ll . They had r hythm 
and s o forth. I mean, seriously , this is a principle 
above and beyond whether she i s happy or not. She i s 
doing the same job that Jerry Warren d i d and she is not 
gett ing t he same pay . How c an you stand up there , 
ser iously, Bil l , and say t hat t he President won' t t olerate 
i t when it is going on r ight i n this pres s room? 

MR. GREENER: It reall y isn' t , Les. I believe 
you checked thi s morni ng. She actually is making more than 
Jerry made. 

Q No , no, no. She sai d t his morning $39 ,000 
1 S what he made and s he is making $3 7, 000. Isn't that 
r ight , Margita. 

MRS. WHITE: I did not recall s peci fically. 

Q 
tape the phone 

I did. 
calls? 

I wrote i t down . Do I have to 

$3 9 ,00 0. 
MRS. WHITE: I s eem to recall i t wa s around 

Q 
aren't you? 

Right . You are making l ess than that, 

MRS . WH ITE : I am making a lmost $38,00 0. 

Q That is r ight. That is l es s, isn' t it? 

MR. GREENER: I am sorry . I thought it was. 

Q Mr . Greener , on the same subject, could you 
a sk the Pr es ident, t hen, why he golfs at Burning Tree i f 
he d iscriminates against wome n? 

MR. GREENE R: Yes, I wi ll , Fran. 

Q Bill, in the past few days two chairmen of 
r egulatory commi ss ions have quit t heir posts , and at t he 
same t ime they have issued l etters t hat were ext remely 
cri tical of t he way t h e Whit e House staff handled t heir 
r edesignations or nonredesignations . I re fer to Mr . Sampson 
and Mr . Timm. 

Is the President aware of this , and has he made any 
e ffort t o direct l y communicate to these people and tell them 
that t heir services were no longe r required? Why did he 
allow them to jus t dangle in the wind this way ? 
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MR. GREENER: You are express ing t hat, but let 
me just s ay t hat on Mr . Timm he has s ubmitted his resig
nation and i t was requested by t hen the President 's 
counsel Roderick Hills on behalf of t he Pres i dent. As to 
the details 

Q Did the Pr esident commun i cat e directly with 
either Mr . Timm or Mr. Sampson? 

MR. GREENER: Not to my knowl edge. It was done 
by the Counse l 's Of fice. 

Q Could I go back to Miss Schmalzried f or one 
minute? 

MR . GREENER: Yes . 

Q You said a moment ago the Pr es ident will not 
tolerate discrimination i n any f orm. 

MR. GREENER: Thati s correct. 

Q I s it hi s pos it i on, t hen, t hat there wa s no 
discrimination in the case of Mis s Schmalzr i ed? 

MR. GREENER: My answer would have to be t hat s i nce 
it i s in litigation, I am not going t o comment on t he case , 
Jim . 

Q Bill, I would like to fo l l ow t hrough. Didn't 
Phil Warden bring her down f rom the Capitol Hill press corps? 

MR. GREENER: Yes. 

Q Bill , if I can ask one morequest ion on 
that picketing bill , are we r ight in assuming t hat Mr. 
Dunlop r e iterated his pos i tion that t he President should 
sign t he bil l at t his meet i ng t hi s morning? 

MR. GREENER: He did not this morni ng . He s i mply 
went over some of t he new amendment s with him , and t hey 
didn't make any decis ion. 

Q Bill , may I ask a question . It seems as 
though we have not seen the President doing anyth i ng by 
way of fund-raising or speaking t o Republican f unct i ons 
since before the economic summit conference a t Rambouil l et, 
and that i s a good many weeks ago, and we have heard very 
little by way of how h e t h i nks his campaign is doing since 
then. 

Is the President's campaign on the back burner 
now as opposed to his Presidential f unctions? We have not 
seen any political activity by t he Pr esident. You are not 
answering any questions about a Gal lup Poll this morning. 
Is t he Pre s i dent 's polit i cal campai gn in a state of eclipse? 
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Q Limbo i s what you call i t . 

MR . GREENER: The Pres ident ha s s tated all a l ong 
that he plans t o campaign on his r ecord , and that i s wha t he 
i s do ing, working in t he office a s t he Pres ident. As you 
know, wit h the except i on of t he one t ime i n Boston, the 
r emainder of t hose t r i ps were on behalf of t he RNC and the 
State commit tees . 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. Secre tar y. 

END (AT 12:18 P. M. EST) 
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