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THE \VHITE HOUSE 


\\'ASHI:-';CTO:-'; 

NOV3mber 1, 1..776 

De!3.r Er. Socoby, 

As I ::1entior.ed during:mr 

telephone c'Jnv8rsati~n, I did lo~k ~~to 

the OHAP/BIA transfer and find that 

there was a careful agreement oetHS9:1 

the two agencies, and that there we~9 

some good reas lns for the s1-li tch. 

Errclose~ is a copy of ~~e 

interagency agre2ment. 

I hope t~is answers s'J~e o~ 

the que st im s you had. 

Bradley H. F2..t:;e~~::;::, Jr. .\ 4 _ 

.. 


http:1entior.ed


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I'iovemoar 2, 1976 

~\IO?E FOR THE AREA DIRECTOR 

NUSKOG~ AREA 

I ha ve acknowledged fIrs. Rich I s 

letter by telephoce. 

Kindly sand her a follow-up 

cor.~u~ication (with a copy to me). ~ did 

not kno~l ~{hether rolls such as the Cherokea 

Choctm-l cou l;; be opaned up, once 

closed. 
-. 

Tha 1 







THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.-\SHl:-iCTO:-l 

Novem:::e~ 2, 1976 

Note t a Ted Krenzke 

This gent is obviously 

an adherent of bhtJ Bruce To,-,ms-:md factLm 

of th e Delawares. 

Bould you kindly send hin 

a follow-up response (with a copy to me)? 

I aeknowleiged his letter 

with a p~one call yesterday but cou ld not 

(and tHJUld not) get into the su:::,stance 

of his complaint, since you are h s ndlin; it 
directly. 



109 atly oad 
Carrboro , .. ., . 27510 
ct . 10 , 1976 

r . Gerald F rd 
President of the lnited tates 
The hi"te ouse 
lashin ton , D . C. 

~r r. PI' ciden~1 

I am a fellow at the orth Carolina 
chool of edicine , and a 

of Ind'ans f klahoma . 
which is of reat concern 

pecifically , the BI has eldom truly 0 ed for 
Indians. Rather , it ha passively or actively fomented 
factionaljsm within and between tr"bes , esulting ot i~ 
progress , but ~athec " 1'1 damage to ~ribes , their governrents , 
rod tle1r eo Ie . s ' te as an exa Ie the u ko ee, la. , 
o"fice of the BI , which has chronically sided w' th one fact10n 

f y tribe against an ther , fannin the flames of a' Dlternal 
"civil war". In addit'on , that office recently very nearly 
succeeded in d "senfranchising the voting ri hts of the 
major'ty of y tribe , by s pport'nB a nove to unseat t e 
popularly elected officials of the tr"be , itiout another 
popular election . t is true that this i not violate the 
letter of tribal bylaws '1'1 itself , as r . utler of the 
ash' gt , BI off5ce has deftly pointed out '1'1 h's letter 

t me of ept . 27 , 1976 . ovever , there was indeed fraudulent 
activ'ty leading up to the episode ~n qu stion , which was 
stpported by the IA uskogee offic (and ashington office) . 
In addit'on , the spirit of the bylaw .as efin'tely violated. 
ost (95~) of the tribe auld have been di~enfranchised i1 

effect by the BI ' s alignment ith a few tri.bal me bers who , 
by coincidence I am sure , have close connections at the 

ee off ' ) . T fact that th r is a r at 1 f 
rna ey at stake , which could have benefited a fe , :nstead f 
the entire tribe (as a result of the disenfranchise ent) , 13 
al a c incidence , I feel certain . 

The action of the local B sup orte by tie ashington 
ffice) hardly speak ~ell for the principle of se f - deter i atio 

f r Iod'ans . 

The - A as currently c n truc~ed is an e barrass 





all rnd'ans , and I feel sure to y ur admini tration . 
tnuld as that y u do your upmost to i sure the total 

reorganization of that bo y . mong o~h r necessary chan~e , 
'/h ' ch are many, 1 a listing several bel w. 

1. 	The I should not have tIe po er to dir .ctly 
or ir:direct1y disrupt or surp tr ibal ~}~vern­
n ent • 

2 . 	 BrA offic'al should answer to the people they 
serve , no lord over tlem. 

J . 	The BrA s auld not be allowed to (in effect) 
disenfranchi e the majority of a tribe . 

4. 	 The Bl at all levels should e reviewed 
frequently to be sure that fam'ly ti " 
monetary gain , or other such forces ~~ot 
influencing policy or actions . ARe 

5. 	There should be strict lill' tc: plac on an~' 
BIA activity which has the effect of supporting 
one faction of a tribe against another , or Dr.e 
tribe against another. 

6 . 	 ccountabil ' ty in tribal govern ent a ver y 
important issue !n itself) should not be a 
part of the IA ' s date . Perhaps thi 
vital function should be served by a federal 
agency , but not the BIA as currently constructed . 

There s muc to be done to right the rrongs of history . 
~ut are if ortrut y there' uc t e to 'ght 
curre t '/rongs . T e B'" was or i ginally for led to be re that 
the India stayed "in his place" . Although the words of 
BI policy ay have been changed to include such phrase a 
"self deter inat'on" , ':"n actuality the ' s nissio (as 
neasured by actions) ha ot changed in one hundred years . 

I hope that you ill use ~our 'nfluence to help re ove 
this embarrassing and destruct've aspect of your administrat'o • 
The _IA is in na e , p licy , actions , and personnel , a glari g 
sy bol of one of the dar est p r' ds ':"n our nation ' S historJ . 
othing less tha a total razing and rebu'ldi g will produce 

an edifice which will truly potentiate ndiru1 . nything 
less will I1'erely erpetuate an age.. cy , a system , al'1d a philo ­
sophy ~hich hastens the slow , cruel d structio. of t e 
ndian people . 

Respectf lly yours, 

~Az)71 ~ uh1es ,r. hompso: .D. 

eCI r . leppe, ecretary of the I terior 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHli'; GTO:-; 

Ibvel1ter 5, 1976 

These are sent with the 

Presid8~tls best regards and appreciati~n. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHll'o"GTO); 

5, 1=176 

Dear Governor Garcia, 

The President has as~as ~e to I 

II 
I 

thank you for your le tter of jc:;o~er 1 
I. 

a(h::: to ap'J l 'Jgize for' the delay ir: r~s;::mjir!6. 

fune t r Et(lS fer, and fi nd t h& ~ t :18 t-,";Q ase n·~ ie s 

haole worked this ou t ve ry carefully so that 

the funds will really be used carefully 

and ffi'J re effectively. OiIAP's ac::;i,,- s teed , 

L'l ....Harris 8xplaining the ra~iona le oJ.. C;:ll3 I 
I 

transfer, and I think the let~9r also answ ers 

y')ur o~·m i nqu ir:r. I e nc los e a c o-;y. I 
~.-[i th bes t 
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cc Dr. ery John on 
Director, 1ndi n alth Servic 
Parkl Bldq.,Rockville 
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lex:- inc ng
for furth r re pense 
w/ce to B.H.Patterso ,Jr. 

White Boos 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 24, 1976 

NOTE TO GREG AUSTIN 

You will note Phil Buchen's 

memorandum to me covering the attached 

original copy or the Cherokee Gonstitution. 

My quick, oral advice to Phil was 

that this document; does not ha va to be signed 

by the Prasid ent and t hat Mr. S~-limmer was 

doing a little bit of PR in presenting it to 

him at Lawton last month. 

If I am correct in my advice, will 

you then take care of the rest of the proper 

procedure -- which I think should include 

replacing "President or the United States" with 

"Secretary of the Interior" on the last page 

and then having it signed? Will you also make 

sure this original copy gets to the Archives 

or wherever appropriate, with es 

to those who need them? 

Thanks. 
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BHP:lab 

file to Assistant Secretary Connie Newman with request for 
further directoresponse to Mr. Peters w1th a copy to Brad 
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BHP:lab 

file to Romanian Affairs Desk with reque t for further direct 
response w~th a copy to Brad Patterson 
(Mr. Heneman is a retired De artment of State officer 
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file to Ted Krenzke 
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bcc: solicitor Greg Austin 
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file to Greg Austin for further direct response with a copy 
of letter to BlIP 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO:-l 

December 7, 1976 

NOTE TO RAY TANNER 

You should handle this 

directly. The last time I dealt with 

something which had Mr. · Newlin's name in 
... 

it was that Sppkane Center••• 

I would only of'fer you the s arne 

advice again: be sure you (a) get the input 

of the urban Indian leaders in the Los 

An,~~eles area and (b) be sure you have a 

good calculation of the jobs created and 

otherwise the economic eff'ect -- before you 

act. 

The decision is all yours with 


no "push" · or other inf'luence f'rom here. 


Enclosure: Indian World
Proposal 



On J'anua,ry 10, 1974 we sent a letter to President F9rd 
-requesting help...for- the Indian. WorlJL·Program. We 
received & letter- back from. Mr.. Bradley H. Patterson, 
suggesting that l'I'e contact tile Economic Devel opment 
Adrid.niJtra~ion for further as~i.s~ce., 
. ­

:We were told . that an lntegrated grant decision could 
not :be _made mlIess we- had a la:D.d ~ite. Wehave been 
-l!Struggling ~d ~earching for a s ite for months and at' 
last think we have an oppOrtunity to obtain one of the 
COtmty-ParJcs if' we can show :the Board of Supervisor s of" 

. ,San Diego County that we have adequate financia~ s upport 
to develop the program. 
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file to Loren Rivard, Dept. of Interior 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTOl'; 

December 21, 1976 

N~E TO ART QUERN 

These aBe the master files on 

this particu lar subject which will be 

pending on January 3 after I shall have 

depart ad the Whi te Hous e. 

Ed Pr9ston is a good contact in 

OMB on this matter. 

Ray Jacobson, the Executive 

Director of the Civil Service Com~ission 

is of course familiar'Nith the matter and 

it was he who suggested the January 1 

deadline; I think the Commission has to 

prepare something for the Congress by I 
I 

that date also -- on the same subject. i 

I· 
I 
~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December a8 '76 

NOTE TO BEN REIFEL ­

Per conversation. 


Since this is entirely 


within Interior as an action r"b< 
matter, I think you should '~"J 
review it. I mis s ed the dis­

cU3sion of it at NTCA. 




THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIl\GTON 

December 28, 1~76 

Dear Erin, 

Thank you for your mailgram about 

the Pit River problem. I also received a note 

from Bill Youpee and a package of information 

from him inclpding the NTCA Resolution. 

I have already talked with Ben 

about this, and am going to send him the material 

first so that he can review it personally. 

He iSI not immediately familiar wi th the case 

right now, but I know he l-till give it his 

personal attention and if necessary engage the 

attention of others in Interior. 

It was a pleasure meeting with 

the NTCA Board the other day; all of you will 

always be valued friends of mine. 

cc: Bill Youpee 
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