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MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

0 WILL CALL AGAIN 

0 RETURNED YOUR CALL 

RECEIVED BY 

SfANDARD FORM 63 
REVISED AUGUST 1967 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 

I 
0 IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

0 WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

I DATE I TIME 

01'0 : 18811---'8-18-60841-1 882-aO "63-108 
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"very accertable" "may lead to 

Indians vacating the facility" said 

RB. "If we can get a hard, solid 

agreement, we will leave here." • 
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STATE OF VV/\SH!f\1 GTO N 

DANIEL J. EVANS 
GOVE.Rr...~R 

The tro:wr.:1~le Floyd Hicks 
Unite:J St.at2s P..epresertt2-ti·ve 

0 LYi·.l. PIA 

12ii3 LJr~g\·iOl·th Hous2 Gffice Build:i0g 
Washington. D. C. 20515 

Dear- Floyd: 

Nay 7, 1975 

It is the policy cf th~ St~te o[ Washington to develop a more 
systcr::iitic co::;.:::;..tnity level di2z:to3tic and trcat::o:ent pl::!;:ming ;:lro­
gl.-2:-:1 [or juv.::::1i le offc::1de::-s. S~ec ifically, this ~;~auld involve 
t~e closure Hithin eigi1teen to toen'=y-fotir rr:oe1ths of t~e present 
facility at the Cascadia Dia3nostic and Treatment Center. If the 
state w0rc fully reim~ursed for ics invest~ent in Cascadia, it 
would have no o~jections to its transfer to the Uhited States to 
b2 h.2!_d i~~ ~L-u..:;~ fv~.- I.ttdid.tl use. 

\,_?hi.l~ the st.t~!=.::! S:.!?por~3 the L;::dn.:>.Le.c, I believe fuil responsi­
bility for the fu2ding and op2r~tion of the ~ew facility, outside 
o[ those a.re2s '·:here tile state ,,.:culd provic:e funds under cc•ntract, 
should ~k~ c.cc-:.op:::<::d by the res?o,:sible fec!er2.l agencies, ~·:hich in­
clucl;.; tit'-' Bur;:;:?,u of lsdid.n Affairs and the Indian Health Service. 
It would be tragic if the high hopes ~hich are envisioned by such 
a transfer ~ .. ~c:i~e des troyc-d because of ir:2C2qua te r.anager:len t or 
funding. Further~are, in any planning for the use of the ~ew 
facility I :::,2lie•--e all li:diar1 coustitue11cies nsecl to be co:1sulted 
and i C"tVO l \'C:d . 

The pro?osals for the usc of.Cascadia are exciting and innovative. 
Tnc. s ta;:e aci~!ic1is ere-tic::: is agreca::>1:2 to lra:1sfer the property_.., 
gi\·eL:1 2dequ.:-it8 CO~O?t~n:-;at~OS.,[ir~d a~1:~:ious to ~ .. :orl~ \-.rith I.ndi.an people 
and the appropriate federal agencies on plans for the future. 

• 

Sir'.cerely, 

D a:. ~ e l J . E v <: ;1 s 
Cove: c·nor 

59J-6536 
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TESTIMONY OF 
CONGRESSMAN FLOYD V. HICKS 

before the 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE INTERIOR 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

May 12, 1975 

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Subcommittee: I am qrateful 

for this opportunity to appear before the Subcommittee in support 

of three requests which I hope you will be considerinq. ~e first 

two requests are from the Puyallup Tribe of Indiana, Tacoma, Washinq­

ton. ~e first one is for $849,000 in the Indian Health Service bud­

qet for an Outpatient Medical-Dental Clinicr and the second request 

is for $1,764,000 in the Bureau of Indian Affairs budqet to reacquire 

the old Cushman Indian Hospital to use as a multi-service health 

center. 

Regarding the third item, I wish to underscore my support 

for a request Which will be discussed later this week by our colleague, 

Conqressman Meeds. This request is for $4,338,500 in federal assist­

ance for the severe resource manaqement problems that confront the 

Washington State fishing industry as a result of the recent decision 

by Judge Boldt in u. s. v. Washington. 

Ms. Ramona Bennett, Chairwoman of the Puyallup Tribal Council, 

is scheduled to testify to~rrow, I understand, reqardinq the first two 

requests. In advance of her appearance before this Subcommittee, I 

would like to commend to you the work done by Ms. Bennett and other 

Tribal officers in qettinq these two proposals together. You will be 

impressed, as I am, with the careful documentation of the needs of 

Indians in our area, and the merits of the proposed programs which 

the Puyallup Tribe would manaqe, with the guidance of the Indian Health 

Service. 

~e first request, seeking funds for an Outpatient Medical­

Dental Clinic, has the full support, I understand, of the Indian 

Health Service and the State of Washinqton. Indeed, the State will 

be making available to the Tribe a building for the Clinic, the Crest­

view Cottage Which is a part of the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treatment 

Center. 

The needs of the nearly 7000 Indians in the immediate area 

to be served by the Clinic are similar to those of Indians elsewhere. 

~ough I do not need to belabor this point by enumerating these needs 

to Members who are as knowledgeable as those on this Subcommittee, I 

would like to point out an additional fact. Pierce County, in which 

the Clinic would be located, faces a severe shortage of primary care 

• 



physicians for its population size. This makes it extremely 

difficult to get to a doctor when one is needed, aside from being 

able to afford the services, And, affording medical services is 

a m~jor problem among Indians with low average incomes and a high 

level of unemployment. 

2 

In addition to the amount of $849,000 requested for the 

first year, the Indian Health Service has advised me that appro­

priation requesmfor the Clinic for the second year would be $708,199, 

and for the third year, $800,678. 

The second request Which I am supporting and would like 

to discuss in more detail, is for an appropriation in the Indian 

Affairs budget of the Department of Interior for $1,764,000 to 

acquire the property of the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treatment Center, 

formerly the old Cushman Indian Hospital. The amount sought would 

reimburse the State of Washington for improvements to the facility 

and land, and to posture the land to be returned to trust status. 

This land was once held in trust by the United States for the 

Puyallup Tribe and.was transferred to the State of Washington in 1961. 

Permit me a brief review of the history of this property 

which has had a long and dramatic place in Northwest Indian relations. 

Congress originally appropriated funds to build the structure and 

purchased some 38 acres of reservation la~d for "Indian Sanatorium" 

purposes. This property was used by the Bureau of Indian Affairs as 

an Indian Health Center until July 1, 1955 at Which time the installa­

tion was transferred .to the PUblic Health Service (PHS) Cf the Depart­

ment of Health, Education and Welfare. When the facility was closed 

by PHS in December 1959, it was reported to the General Services Ad­

ministration (GSA) as excess to PHS needs. 

An approximately 8.4 acre portion was assigned to the Bureau 

of Public Roads (now Federal Highway Administration, Department of 

Transportation) and then conveyed to the Washington State Highway 

· Department by deed dated October 10, 1960, in accordance with the 

provisions of Sections 107 and 317 of the "Highway" Act (23-u.s.c. 

107 and 317). The remaining approximately 30.1 acres were assigned 

to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare by GSA and conveyed 

to the State of Washington, Department of Institutions, by deed dated 

July 1, 1961, for use as a diagnostic and treatment center for children 

committed to the Washington State Department of Institutions by the 

State Juvenile Courts, in accordance with Section 203 (k)(l) of the 

Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amended • 

• 
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For several years it has been the desire of the Puyallup 

Indians to reacquire this property. Discussion on this matter and 

how the property would be used, if acquired, have been proceeding 

between Indian leaders and State officials. The State has now 
agreed to transfer this property, if properly reimbursed for its 
investment. And, I would like to point out, the proposed use of 
the property by the Puyallup Tribe is consistent with the policy 
of the State of Washington to regionalize its social and health 

services. • 

I have a letter dated May 7, 1975 from Governor Daniel 

J. Evans in which he confirm• that "the State Administration is 

agreeable to transfer the property," given reimbursement for its 

investment, and is anxious to work with Indian people and the appro­

priate federal agencies on plans for the future use of this facility. 

The full text of the letter from Governor Evans is available for 

the Subcommittee. 

Once obtained, the Puyallup Tribe proposes to use the 
facility as a self-supporting, multi-service health center for 
Indians in Tacoma and the vicinity. By self-supporting, the Puyal­

lups propose to contract with various agencies in the State to pro­

vide a variety of needed services. 

The services proposed for beginning programs are: conval­

escent, geriatric and nursing home services: alcoholism detoxifica­
tion, treatment, training and counseling for the entire family unit 
of the alcoholic person: and group homes, shelter and placement 
services for juveniles. Ms. Bennett, in her testimony later, will 
describe these propoged programs in more detail, if the Subcommittee 

so chooses. I can summarize this part by stating that these services 

are desperately needed by the Indians in our area. 

As stated earlier, the Puyallups are seeking to have this 

land and the property of the present Casca.dia facility returned to 
trust status, following reimbursement to the State. I have received 

a letter from commissioner Morris Thompson of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, stating that authority does exist for the united States to 

accept the subject tract and improvements in trust for the Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians. According to Commissioner Thompson, sufficient 
authority exists pursuant to Section 5 of the Act of June 18, 1934 

(48 Stat. 984) which authorizes the Secretary of the Interior at 

his discretion " ••• to acquire through purchase, relinquishment, gift, 

exchange, or assignment, any interest in lands, water rights or 

surface rights to land within or without existing reservations ••• " 

• 
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Section 5 provides further that "Title to any lands or rights 

acquired pursuant to this Act shall be taken in the name of the 

United States in trust for the Indian tribe or individual Indian 

for which the land is acquired, and such lands or rights shall be 

exempt from State and local taxation." 

Further, regarding the appropriation, I am advised by 

the Counsel of the Indian Affairs Subcommittee of the House Interior 

Committee that in his judgment ~ection 465, Title 25, u.s.c. provides 

sufficient authority to appropriate funds up to $2 million each fis­

cal year for the Secretary of the Department of Interior to acquire 

lands for Indians or an Indian tribe. 

Thus, given the State's willingness for the transfer to 

take place, and the existing authority for the transfer, I would 

appeal to this Subcommittee to act favorably on the request. 

Thank you • 

• 



WASHINGTON. D.C. ZO!!IO 

t·lay l 5 , 1 9 7 5 

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd 
Subcommittee on the Interior 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This letter is to express our support for two requests made by 
the Puyallup Indian Tribe during recent Subcommittee hearings. 

rirst, 'rie Ui'ge i:tppr·ova1 of the Tribe!s request for a iine-itetn 
appropriation of $849,000 to the Indian Health Service for an Out­
patient Medical-Dental Clinic at the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treat­
ment Center located on the Puyallup Reservation. As the Tribe indi­
cated in its testimony, the proposed Clinic has the full support of 
the Indian Health Service and of the State of Washington which 
presently owns the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treatment Center. 

Second, we urge approval of the Tribe's.request for a line-item 
appropriation of $1,764,000 to the Bureau of Indian Affairs for it to 
use in re-acquiring the property of the Cascadia Diagnostic and Treat­
ment Center. That property is presently held by the State of t~ashi ngton 
and the State has agreed to transfer the property to the BIA to be held 
in trust for the Puyallups provided it is reimbursed for the improve­
ments it has made in the property since it \vas acquired from the Federal 
government in 1961. Originally, the land was held by the United States 
in trust for the Puyallup Tribe. 

The Tribe desires to use the property to provide a variety of 
outpatient health and social services to Indian people. These services 
are critically needed by Indians in the area. Of the $1,764,000, 
$1,718,938 would be used to reimburse the State and $863,000 would be 
used to provide those services. 

Again, we urge favorable action on these requests by the Puyallup 
Indian Tribe. 

Best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

HLI~C= u......_,__.,_, 

• 
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DANIEL J_ EVANS 
GOVERNOR 

February 13, 1976 

The Honorable Henry M. Jackson 
United States Senator 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear..S~•••ot jacl<so~ 
I find the proposal to transfer Cascadia Diagnostic 
Treatment Center to Federal Government in trust for 
as an Indian medical center·not only practical, b~t 
citing and innovative. It is no doubt high time to 

vide funding to accomplish this requested transfer. 

and 
use 
ex­
pro-

The Puyallup Tribal Council has worked rather closely with 

the Washington State Department of Social and Health Services 

delivery plans to correlate medical service with state focus 

on community diagnostic service. Although there are some 

details to be worked out, this program for ·improving med-ical 

services to Indian people should be implemented as soon as 

possible. Congressional action to transfer Cascadia to 

U.S. Government in trust for use by the Puyallup Tribe and 

other Indians ~ill greatly assist in achieving their goals. 

I strongly urge your personal attention and action to make 

possible these services to Indian people that are envisioned 
and needed by the Puyallup Tribe. 

I stand ready to assist you in every reasonable way. 

DJE: ia 

• 

Sinc~rely, 

~ 
Daniel J. Evans 
Governor 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 27, 

S~E TO NRS. :C:ILBZRG 
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1976 

Th:: purpose e>f this note is to sumrriarize 'i:he re we are, · 

G.s of 1 :?r·f today, re the Indian• occupaticm of the Cushman Hospital 

in ~acoma, >:,rashington. 

Some 100 Indian people, some armed, are said to be occupying 

tne building, headed by Ramona Bennett, the Tribal Chair~erson. They 

have been trying to get BIA to buy out the State's interest in 

t!1e improvements in the building and take it over :for a c·:)unselling 

a."'ld clinic center-. The State says it will gladly give up t:te building 

if someone pays them $1.7 milliJn as the value for their ~mprovement 

The 30 acres of the hospital, State property, adjoin the Puyallup 

T~ibe's own 30 acres of tribal land. There is at least some small 

legal basis fo~ the Tribe's assertion that they shC>uld have the 

hospital, since when they originally let tee federal ge>vernment have 

it, it was to be used for "Indian health purposes 11 always. 

The State (and I have talked with Elliott i:·larks, Special 

Assistant to Governor Lvans) wants to go int::> Fedeaal Court today 

and ask for a rem::>val injunction. But the State 1 s argument is trn t 

t~e reason they \·Jan t the Indians out is tb..a t the hos:r-i tal is State 

property. Ne>netheless theyare going to Federal Ce>urt and may ask for 

?ederal marshals fio do the evicting. You have talked with Justice and 

1-19 all agree that thi'S does, inde:)d 1 smack of a State a ttenpt to 

fJist respo~sibility for the whole matter and its outcome on the 

?::jeral gC>verhnent. The US Attorney and CRS are st~inG ou: of it for 

Ray Butler, who is acting in charge of BIA this r1orning, 

• 



has consulted with Solicitor Austin an; the l~tter is no~ in the 

process of as}J:in1 trn State Attorney Gens~al to amend t~e 

State's petition in Federal Court to pro1ide for a deadline of 

Nov9mber 5, rath9r than one of today or 0o~orrow. Austin is also 

asking the State Attorney General to give favorable c·:ns:DeratiorJ 

to dr2.wing up a "cJnditional sales agreementn providing for 

Indian use arrl occupapcy of the hospital pe:-.ding !l.egotiations on 

price am:mg the State, tre Tribe arti the ?ederal Gov9rnment. 

(Butler says the ~1.7 million is too high; • , I ' 2.-t :toesn 'G take account 

of depreciation of tbsse im;;rovements, sorre <I which are 12-15 
! ~-

years old; he considrers tre $1.7 million as openers by the State). 

Butler rn s talked ""'ith filrs.Bennett and the two above 

proposals are Q~ wt~h her. 

If the State turns down Batler 1 s proposals, Butler then 

intends to go to Justuce and ask them to intervene. Butler will 

inform me before this is done. 

I think it better for Butler to ha!1dle this ball and do the 

talking with Narks and ffl'..rs. Bennett, than anybody in tre r:Jbite Hous 

to do this. I did talk twice ~lith Nar"Ls earlier and Hhil9 not makin 

any actual recommendations to him, did indicate that it has been 

our experience with Indian occupations that going to court and 

setting eeadlines always raises the tension &~d temperature and, 

accordi:Jgly, the publicity about these a.f:'airs Hhich thus plays 

into Indian hands in ~-Jhat is usually (tho r;erha:;,Js a 8it less in 

this case) a guerilla theater si tU8 tion. ::ut J.'larks said the 

Governor did not accept this reasoning and 

Court at 2 PI-I our t ii"le. 

cc: 11lcConahey 
Far sons 
!{on nor 
J::jaroocty 

• 
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Unit~.xl S~0.tv.:-;: Dcp~rtnK·nt of the Interior 

1.'> REPLY JU.FER •;o; 

Memorandum 

,jL:;:,, '.~._ '-'· : ·,J)! '--'- AI J ,\IRS 

\\ A~.lll:\Ci 1 o:-.;, D. c. 202..1s 

October 28, 1976 

To: Loren Rivard 

From: Ray Butler/D.~ JJ?/.~;t£.v 
;t.'-1 

Subject: Follow-up report on Puyallup situation 

Please find attached advance draft copies of the proposed response 

to Chairwoman Ramona Bennett and Governor Dan Evans which Dennis 

Ickes and I drafted last evening. The verbatim contents of the 

draft have been shared with Ms. Bennett and with Mr. Elliott Marks, 

Assistant to Governor Evans. Both concur that the points have merit 

and would be welcomed by them in their mutual efforts to resolve the 

issues in Tacoma. 

I have also discussed the points in general with Dr. Emery Johnson, 

Director of the Indian Health Service, who concurs in principle. 

In a late evening phone call from Perry Jackson, Administrative 

Assistant to Congressman Hicks, I learned that the substantive 

issue for legal argumenmbefore the court on November 5 are 

specific to Point No. 2, i.e., the legal review of the deed of 

conveyance from HEW to the State of Washington in 1961. Hence, 

we will need an expeditious legal review by the Solicitor's Office 

and if there are substantive legal questions, in my judgment, this 

would further support our recommendation to the Solicitor's Office 

that we request the Justice Department to intervene in the case. In 

this regard, Dr. Johnson suggested that perhaps our Solicitor's Office 

should work closely with the General Counsel at HEW so that both agencies 

could perhaps make a recommendation for intervention to Justice. 

Dennis Ickes and I will present to you later this morning a final 

draft for your consideration. 

Attachment 

S{r;e Lliergy and You Serve A nerica! 
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Ms. Ramona Bennett 
Chairwoman, Puyallup Tribal Council 
2232 East 28th Street 
Tacoma, Washington 98404 

Dear Ms. Bennett: 

DRAFT - WIRE 

In response to your longstanding proposals to this Department regarding 

the former Cushman Indian Hospital facilities and property to be placed 

in trust for the Puyallup Tribe for Tribal purposes, I hereby commit this 

Department to the following action: 

1. To seek the consent of the State of Washington to make the facility 

and property available for lease, or other appropriate legal instrument, 

to Tribe commencing November 1 or December 1, 1976, for period not 

to exceed 12 months. 

2. To review the 1961 deed of conveyance from the United States to 

the State of Washington to determine if the conveyance is valid and 

if the State has complied with the substantive terms. 

3. To take appropriate legal and/or administrative action as required 

for the return of facility and property to the trusteeship of the 

United States for the Puyallup Tribe. 

4. To seek appropriate Congressional action on matters necessary to the 

effectuation of above, if required. 

In light of the foregoing action by this Department, I would sincerely 

hope that the above commitments will alleviate the necessity of your 

continued occupancy of the facility and you will act accordingly upon 

the receipt of this telegram. 

Secretary of the Interior 

• 



United States Dqx~rtn1cnt of the J ntenor 

\\AS!il:\CilO;..:, D. C.'. 20245 

Honorable Daniel J. Evans 
Governor of l.Jashington 
Olympia, Washington 98504 

Dear Governor Evans: 

DRAFT 

Please find attached a copy of the Department of Interior telegram 

to Ms. Ramona Bennett, Chairwoman of the Puyallup Tribe. A draft of 

the attached telegram was discussed between members of Interior staff 

and Mr. Elliott Marks of your staff on October 27. In principle, 

Mr. Marks concurred in these actions by the Department of the 

Interior. 

It would be our pleasure, on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe, to enter 

into negotiations with you and members of the appropriate staff in 

the State of Washington, to achieve the ultimate objective of the 

return of the former Cushman Hospital and property in trust for the 

Puyallup Tribe. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sm'e Energy ond You Serve America! 

• 



THE WHITE HOuSE 

WASHINGTOX 

Ea.;c Fri edersdorf 
J arne s Shuman 

sat any queries about the I~di~ 

occupati0n of the cascadia (Cu3~~a~j 

hospital in Tacoma, 1--Jash~ngton, I am 

.follm-1~ng the situation and car: e;:_ve 

yo-..J. a fill-in. 

Br<=..dley ?atterscm, 

/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTQ;II 

Hrs. Ki lberg 
Nr. HcConahey 
Hr. Parsons 

October 28 
4:45 PH 

Interior and HEH have 

agreed on the attached telegram which 

has been sent to the Indians who occupy 

the Cushman Hospital i~ Tacoma. 

l,n experienced US Narshal will 

also today be serving the Court notice 

on the Indian group. No move to enforce 

this notice by force will be undertaken 

~rithout .furth8r notificati:m to Interior 

and to us. Sehior officials of Justice 6 

HEH and Interior as situation. 

Patters on, Jr • 

• 

! 
I 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHI.NGTO~, D.C. 20240 

Mso Ramona Bennett 
Chairwoman, Puyallup Tribal Council 
2232 East 28th Street 
Tacoma, Wa~hington 98404 

Dear Mso Bennett: 

October 28, 1976 

This is in response to your longstanding proposals to 
this Department regarding the former Cushman Hospital 
facilities and.property to be placed in trust for the 
Puyallup Tribe for Tribal purposes. 

As you know, the District Cpurt for the Western District 
of Washington on October 27, 1976, directed the Tribe to 
cease occupying the premises and to return all property 
to its pre-occupation status. I understand that 
Judge Sharp will sign a written Order to that effect 
today in the event that the Tribe and its associates 
fail to affirmatively respond to his directive. I am 
committing this Department to the following action: 

lo To seek the consent of the State of Washington 
to make the facility and property available for 
lease, or by any other appropriate legal instrument, 
to the Tribe commencing on or about December 1, 1976, 
for a period not to exceed 12 months, but which 
provides a reasonable opportunity for the State to 
phase out their need for the facility. 

2. To review the 1961 deed of conveyance from the 
United States to the State of Washington to determine 
if the-conveyance is valid and if the State has co~plied 
with the substantive terms. 

3. To take appropriate legal and/or administrative 
action as required for the return of the facility and 
property to the trusteeship of the United States for 
the Puyallup Tribe. 

4. To seek appropriate Congressional action on matters 
necessary to the effectuation of above, if required • 

• 



This Department wJll commence the above actions as soon as the Tribe and its associates co~ply with the Order of the Court. 

Si;J~er~ly, . i 

({ )/;;/!• 7:J . '/ ~ ~··tv/ .. ,L.. C:/'~ 
R .. Dennis Ickes 
Deputy Under Secretary 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Honorable Daniel J. Evans 
Governor of Washington 
Olympia, Washington 98504 

Dear Governor Evans: 

October 28, 1976 

Please find attached a copy of the Department of 
Interior telegram to Ms. Ramona Bennett, Chairwomen 
of the Ppyallup Tribe. A draft of the attached 
telegram was discussed between members of Interior 
staff, including myself, and Mr. Elliott Marks of 
your staff on October 27, 1976. In principle, 
Mr. Marks concurred in these actions by the Department 
of the Interior. 

It would be our pleasure to enter into discussions 
with you and members of the appropriate staff in the 
State of Washington, to achieve the ultimate objective 
of the return of the former Cushman Hospital and 
property in trust for the Puyallup Tribe. 

fp/ely, (' 
,/J!:rz ~~ '1 . 

1 cfL~-
R. Dennis Ickes 
Deputy Under Secretary 

Enclosure 

• 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Mso Ramona Bennett 
Chairwoman, Puyallup Tribal Council 
2232 East 28th Street 
Tacoma, Wa~hington 98404 

Dear Ms. Bennett: 

October 28, 1976 

This is in response to your longstanding proposals to 
this Department regarding the former Cushman Hospital 
facilities and property to be placed in trust for the 
Puyallup Tribe for Tribal purposes. 

As you know, the District Court for the Western District 
of Washington on October 27, 1976, directed the Tribe to 
cease occupying the premises and to return all property 
to its pre-occupation status. I understand that 
Judge Sharp will sign a written Order to that effect 
today in the event that the Tribe and its associates 
fail to affirmatively respond to his directive. I am 
committing this Department to the following action: 

lo To seek the consent of the State of Washington 
to make the facility and property available for 
lease, or by any other appropriate legal instrument, 
to the Tribe commencing on or about December 1, 1976, 
for a period not to exceed 12 months, but which 
provides a reasonable opportunity for the State to 
phase out their need for the facility. 

2. To review the 1961 deed of conveyance from the 
United States to the State of Washington to determine 
if the conveyance is valid and if the State has complied 
with the substantive termsa 

3. To take appropriate legal and/or administrative 
action as required for the return of the facility and 
property to the trusteeship of the United States for 
the Puyallup Tribe. 

4. To seek appropriate Congressional action on matters 
necessary to the effectuation of above, if required • 

• 



This Department wJll commence the above actions as soon 
as the Tribe and its associates comply with the Order 
of the Court. 

7/t' .I 

I, J!!!t/Ju:J ~ 
R. Dennis Ickes 

· Deputy Under Secretary 

• 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

. ·---···------ ~--

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 28, 1976 

ED SCHMULTS ~ 

BOBBIE GREENE KILBERG . 

Indian Occupation of Cushman 
Hospital in Tacoma, Washington 

Brad Patterson will continue to have up-to-the-minute. 
information on the situation in Tacoma. It is hard 
to predict whether the Puyallup Indians will vacate 
the hopsital after receiving the Interior letter (see 
attached) and, if they do not vacate, whether Federal 
District Judge Sharp will order the u.s. Marshals to 
evict them. Tyler's office will contact you if Judge 
Sharp orders, or seems about to order, an eviction. of 
the Indians by u.s. Marshals. 

I called Jim Cavanaugh twice but was not able to reach 
him. Both Tyler's staff and I think that a.phone.call 
to Governor Evans could not hurt and might be somewhat 
helpful if it would. result in a better understanding 
of the State's strategy. Evans probably could go to 
Judge Sharp and ask him to order the Marshals to evict 
the Indians, though he has not indicated that he would 
do so. 

Background 
!,, 

( ' Cushman Hospital is not presently operational. The. c' State of Washington went into Federal District Court 
on October 26 or 27 and asked the Court to take juris­
diction on the matter of whether the State or Federal 
government owns the Cushman facilities and property. 
Federal District Judge Sharp took jurisdiction, set 
a hearing date on the ownership issue for November 5, 
and ordered the Puyallup Indians off the premises by 
4:0~ p.m. today (Washington State time). 

~ . 

• 
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The Puyallup Tribe evidently had a request into Interior 
for a considerable period of time asking that the Federal 
Government hold the facility and property in trust for 
the Tribe, paying the State for it if necessary. The 
State of Washington is amenable to this but obviously 
would like to be paid for it (I understand the figure 
being discussed is in the range of $1.7 million) . 

• 
The hospital is on land adjacent to the present Puyallup 
Reservation of about 30 acres and at one time the hospital 
land was within the exterior boundaries of the Reserva­
tion. It is my understanding that the suit before Judge 
Sharp involves some Federal treaty issues. as well as a 
deed of conveyance from the u.s. to the State of Washington. 

The hospital is occupied by about 60 or less Indian men, 
women and children. (all Indian occupations include children 
as a basic strategy). An agreement was worked out-today 
with the occupiers to the effect that a group of them will 
meet a very experienced and respected U~S. Marshal at the 
gate of the hospital property and the Marshal will hand 
them the Judge's Order. Justice does not expect any 
trouble with the delivery of the Order • 

.. 

cc: Brad Patterson ~ 

• 
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August 5, 1954 
[H. R. 303] 

Indian hospita Is. 
Transfer to Pub­

lic Health Service. 

Restriction. 

HEW transfer to 
state or p r i v at e 
institutions. 

Condition. 

Restriction. 

Failure to meet 
requirements. 

HEW regula­
tions. 

Personnel, etc. 

• 

after June 30, 1946, and prior to July 1, 1953, over the unemployment 

administrative expenditures made after June 30, 1946, and prior to 

July 1, 1953". 
(2) The third sentence of such section 904 (h) is hereby repealed. 

Approved August 5, 1954. 

Public Law 568 CHAPTER 658 

AN ACT 

To transf(>r the maintenance anrl operation of hospital and health facilities for 

Indians to the Public Health Senice, and fur other purposes. 

Be it e1wcted by the Sevate and ll ouse of Retyre~;entatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That all functions, 

responsibilities, authorities, and duties of the Department of the 

Interior, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Secretary of the Interior, 

and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs relating to the maintenance 

and operation of hospital and health facilities for Indians, and the 

conservation of the health of Indians, are hereby transferred to, and 

shall be administered by, the Surgeon General of the United States 

Public Health Service, under the supervision and direction of the 

Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare: Provided, That hos­

pitals now in operation for a specific tribe or tribes of Indians shall 

not be closed prior to July 1, 1956, without the consent of the govern­

ing body of the tribe or its organized council. 

SEc. 2. 'Vhenever the health needs of the Indians can be better met 

thereby, the Secretary of Health, Education, and 1Velfare is author­

ized in his discretion to enter into contracts with any State, Territory, 

or political subdivision thereof, or any private nonprofit corporation, 

agency or institution providing for the transfer by the United States 

Public Health Service of Indian hospitals or health facilities, includ­

ing initial operating equipment and supplies. 

It shall be a condition of such transfer that all facilities transferred 

8hall be available to meet the henlth needs of the Indians and that 

such health needs shall be given priority over those of the non-Indian 

population. No hospital or health facility that has been constructed 

or maintained for a specific tribe of Indians, or for a specific group 

of tribes, shall be transferred by the Secretary of Health, Education, 

and Welfare to a non-Indian entity or organization under this Act 

unless such action has been approved by the governin<T body of the 

tribe, or by the governing bodies of a majority of the tri~es, for which 

such .hospita 1 or health facility has been constructed or maintained: 

Provlded, That if, fol1owing such transfer by the United States 

Public Health Service, the Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel­

fare finds the hospital or health :facility transferred under this section 

is not thereafter serving the need of the Indians, the Secretary of 

Health, Education, and 'Velifare shall notify those charged with man­

agement thereof, setting forth needed improvements, and in the event 

such improvements are not made within a time to be specified, shall 

immediately assume management and operation of such hospital or 

health facility. 
SEc. 3. The Secretary of Health, Education, and 'Velfare is alEo 

authorized to make such other regulations as he deems desirable to 

carry out the prm·isions of this Act. 

SEc. 4. The personnel, property, records, and unexpended balance~ 

of appropriations, a11ocations, and other funds ( aYailable or to be 

made available), which the Director of the Bureau of the Bud}!el 

shall determine to relate primarily to the functions transferred to thE 



PUBLIC LAW 569-AUG. 9, 1954 

Public Health Service of the Department of Health, Education, and 1Ve1fare hereunder, are transferred for use in the administration of "the functions so transferred. Any of the personnel transferred pur­suant to this Act which the transferee agency shall find to be in excess of the personnel necessary for the administration of the functions transferred to such agency shall be retransferred under existing law to other positions in the GoYernment or separated from the service. SEc. 5. The Act of April3, 1952 (66 Stat. 35), and all other laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith, are hereby repealed. SEc. 6. This Act shall take effect July 1, 1955. Approved August 5, 1954. 

Public Law 569 
AN ACT 

CHAPTER 659 
To extend emergency foreign merchant Yessel acquisition and operating author­ity of Public Law 101, Se\·enty-se,·enth Congress, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Bouse of Re[Jre~sentatives of the United States of Am-erica in Congress assenwled, That during any period in which vessels may be requisitioned under section 902 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as amended, the President is author­ized and empowered through the Secretary of Commerce to purchase, or to requisition, or for any part of such period to charter or requisi­tion the use of, or to take over the title to or possession of, for such use or disposition as he shall direct, any merchant vessel not owned by citizens of the United States which is lying idle in waters within the jurisdiction of the United States, including the Canal Zone, and which the President fi11ds to be necessary to the national defense. Just compensation shall be determined and made to the owner or owners of any such vessel in accordance with the applicable proYisions of see'tion 902 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as amended. Such compensation hereunder, or advances on account thereof, shall be deposited with the Treasurer ·of the United States in a separate deposit fund. Payments for such compensation and also for payment of any Yalid claim upon such Yessel in accord with the provisions of the second paragraph of subsection (d) of such section 902, as amended, shall be made from such fund upon the certificate of the Secretary of Commerce. · SEc. 2. During any period in which vessels may be requisitioned under section 902 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936, as amended, the President is authorized through the Secretary of Commerce to acquire by voluntary agreement of purchase or charter the ownership or use of any merchant Yessel not owned by citizens of the United States. 
SEC. 3. (a) Any vessel not documented under the laws of the United States, acquired by or made available to the Secretary of Commerce under this Act, or otherwise, may, notwithstanding any other pro­vision of law, in the discretion of the Secretary of the Treasury be documented as a vessel of the United States under such rules and regulations or orders,and with such limitations, as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe or issue as necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes and provisions of this Act, and in accordance with· the provisions of subsection (c) hereof, engage in the coastwise trade when so documented. Any document issued to a vessel under the provisions of this subsection shall be surrendered at any time that such surrender may be ordered by the Secretary of the Treasury. No 

• 
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25 usc 444-449. 
Repeals. 

Effective date. 

Au~~;ust 9, 1954 
LS. 2371] 

Foreign vessels. 
Emergency ac­

quisition. 
49 Stat. 2015. 
46 usc 1242. 

46 usc 1242. 

Surrender of 
document. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

NOTE TO .~~ SCHI·fLJLTS 

WASHING TO!'< 

Oc~ober 29 
5:25 PH 

:::..atest on the Tadoma situation from Interior 

and Jus :;ice: 

'i'~e Cou.rtrs Order was served with"Jut incident. 

'.Lbe · Judge has briefed the Narshals and has 

told them ~hat he would give them a good deal of leaway 

if it comes to a matter of enforcing the order. Justice 
interprets this to mean that things will stay cool 

over the r,.;ee:.:end and probably until \,'Jednesday morning. 

?:-:e agree':n ~n t still stands that if anytLing 

'IJarms up, "le -rTill be consul~ed in advance. 

~-~.r. Ickes has ar:c·ived in Seattle and ..,.Jill be 

meeting with !-Irs. Bennett at 6 ouil tirr:e; I will get 
a report on t::--is meetinr; am ';.;ill let you know &bout it. 

after analysis :>f the his to!"";{ L 

I 
Interior (Garner) 

of the sta~tes and deeds unccr which the Hospital 

changed ha~ds, is coming t'J ~he legal conclusion that 

the chain of deeds etc may s::'Jv.r suc::1 deficiencies and 

rnis takes that both feds and the State may well 

t. 
i 

l·· 
I 

f 1-. 
I 
I 
I 

cone lud e th8.t t he h o s pit a l can be given straight back I 
tJ the Tribe with"Jut the necessity for payin~ State 

t~ State people seem to be 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

alsa, but E?:! disagrees 

a:1d Jus"'Jice has n:)t u..rnpired the dis,')ute to any 

real C:)nclusi~n yet. But if Ga~ner!s view prevails, 

a consent decree could be Hor~ed up b,,- the thne of 

t!le C-::mrt hearing November 5. 
Russell Means of AIM aonarentl7 is in • 4 ~ 

the area but has not, reportedly, gane ~~ to 

join the ?uyallup group in the hospital. 

& 
Justice,A Interior officials an:1 ::: have 

exchanged phane numbers a~d will be ir: touct. 1.-;ith 

euch other over the ;.;eekend as nedessary -- and I'll 

fill you in as necessary. 

Never heard back from Cavanaugh. 

'J 

• 

I I, 
; v 

i" 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 29 
2:45 PN 

~·JO 'I'E TO ED SCHi'IGLTS 

The attached just ca.rne in to 

me from Interior. I think Dennis is taking 

the proper position. ~he Court yesterday did 

extend its evacuation order until noon on 

Saturday. The Marshal decided yesterday not 

to try to deliver the order; he considered 

that things v-rere too risky at the hospital. 

~oday's Portland Oregonian quotes 

Ramona Bennett as saying that Interior's offer 

is r1very acceptable"; nmay lead to Indians 

vacatir:g the facility" and "if irJe can get a 

hard, solid agreement, we will leave her·_c:." 

I have an unconfirmed report that 

Russell Means of the AIM group has been seen 

in Seattle. Personally I don't think Mrs. Bennett 

will let any other Indian leader or pseudo-

leader interfere '.-Ji th her act ••• 

Cavanaue;h has not yet returned my 

cc ~'7-V) 
~It~ 

• 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

October 29, 1976 

Memorandum 

To: Loren Rivard 

From: Ro Dennis Ickes 

Subject: Puyallup Tribe 

Late on October 28, 1976, I received a telephone call from a representative of the Governor and the Tribal attorney requesting that I come to Tacoma and personally deliver the substance of the message that we sent by telegram of this date. The Tribe has received the telegram but are unsure about the Department's commitment to carry out its statement unless there is some flesh and blood representative present as a good faith evidence of the Department's commitment. 

I emphatically noted in my acceptance of the invitation that I was not responding as a result of violence or threats . of violence being asserted by the Tribe, but that I was merely responding to their invitation to set forth our position in sufficient clarity as to assist the State and the Tribe to completely understand our position and in that manner give assistance to the State and the Tribe to resolve the differences between them. I re-emphasized to the Tribal lawyer that the offer that was made in that telegram was absolutely contingent upon the Tribe's compliance with directives of the Court. The Tribe was scheduled to go into Court this afternoon to seek a delay in the effective date of the Order probably until Saturday noon. The State Attorney General's Office indicated that they would not oppose that insofar as that I would be agreeable to personally delivering the position of the Department to the Tribe and to the State of Washington. 

I attempted to call you several times and was unable to reach you. Therefore, by the time you receive this memorandum I will be on my way to Seattle. My secretary will have my itinerary as to where you can reach me along the way. I will 

• 



stop in Denver and then arrive in Seattle shortly after 
noon Seattle time. I have notified the United States Attorney 
and the United States Marshal Service of this plan. I have 
not apprised the White House, but I believe that someone 
should keep them at least informed of what we are doingo 

I intend to simply set forth the position that we took in 
our telegram to the Tribe and to the Governor of October 280 
I suspect that there may be some questions asked by way of 
commitment and perhaps attempts to ask questions beyond the 
four corners of that telegram, but my desire is to simply 
respond to that telegram and its meaning without getting 
into any discussions about money or anything of that nature. 
It is also my intent that I no~ get involved in active 
negotiations which have the apparent intent by the Tribe to 
delay decision by them or which is designed to delay the 
processes of the Court. I intend to be firm in stating our 
position and adhering to it to the extent that our position 
is reasonable and fair. I do not intend to be placed in a 
position where we are "used" as a vehicle for the Tribe to 
seek additional delays in the issuance of Court Orders, 
unless it is reasonable and makes sense under the circumstanceso 

• 



AGREEMENT 

This agreement is entered into this 30th day of October, 1976, by 
and between the State of washington (hereafter referred to as "State"), 
acting through Milton Burdman, Secretary of the Department of Social 
and Health Services; The Puyallup Tribe of Indians (hereafter referred 
to as "Tribe"), acting through Ramona Bennett, Chairwoman of the 
Tribal Council; the United States of America (hereafter referred to 
as "United States"), acting through Dennis Ickes, Deputy Under Secretary 
of the Department of the Interior, and Bernard Kelly, Region X Administrator, 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Tribe, on October 23, 1976, assumed control over Cushman Medical Facility also 
knowtn as Chief Le~hi Medical Building, also knov1'n as Cascadia Juvenile 
Reception and Diagnostic Center {hereafter referred to as the property), 
located in Pierce County, Washington. State, on October 26, 1976, initiated 
action in U. S. District Court, cause No. C76-217T, and obtained, on 
October 28, 1976, a temporary restraining order against Tribe pursuant to 
which ~ribe is required to vacate the premises by noon on October 30, 1976. 

The parties hereto, being desirous of a peaceful settlement of various 
claims, and recognizing that there is a question regarding the validity 
of the transaction whereby the United States conveyed the subject property to 
the State in 1961, do hereby covenant and agree as follows: 

1. The United States, iby and through the Department of Health Education 
~nd welfare finds that a pvrtion of the subject property, more particularly 
described in Exhibit I attached hereto and incorporated herein by this 
reference, is no longer ~ing used for the pnrposes set forth in that 
ce rtain deed dated July 1, 1961, and title to the same is hereby 
revested in the United States of America. State does not contest this 
finding. 

i 

• 



2. The U. S. Department of HEW will return the said property to the U. S. 

General Services Administration for disposition as excess property. 

3. The Secretary of the United States Department of the Interior will take 

the following actions: 

a. Complete as soon as possible and in an expedited fashion a review 

of the 1961 deed of convey&nce from the U. S. to the State of 

Washington to determine if the conveyance is valid and if the. State 

has complied with the subs~ive term; of the deed and report its 

findings to Tribe, together with a timetable for further action. 

b. Take immediate and appropriate legal and/or administrative action 

consistent with the determination made in 3.a for the return of the 

property to the trusteeship of the United States for Tribe. 

c; Seek appropriate Congressional action on matters necessary to the 

effectuation of 3.a and 3.b, including a request in the Department 

budget for such funds as may ~ necessary to compensate the state 

for their improvements in the property. aJ 
; ~ 4, Pondin~ •"''•dHed hee.-iAg on the merits to ''" holO ~y otipu1eHen e~ the ~ ~ 
~ Jl.: pM tie o on Nonmlo 8£ 15 , 1976 , th • ~rl bo wl]l · maj ntai n a dml n 1 • tra t 1 """ .j, ~ 
1\~ &Rd law offices in the property, total personnel-net to exeeed 10. All ~ 

-•peao will be temoved ftom tlHOl"'Ol'E' ty by -m,lr-sHeeo B"riag this pe•i<><i H~ 
state staff and maintenance personnel ilill not -exceed 30, wi-th no me~~ 
l& clients on the ptoperty at nny oAe time- Vv\lb 111-~ 
4. Pending resolution of the dispute over ownership of the subject property, 

suitable office space will be made available on the property for use by Tribe, 

provided that no weapons shall be carried or stored by members of Tribe ·or its 

("' ... JMfilt invitees on the premises. 
-;:> ~ Tribe, its associates and supporters, \'till comply with the temporary 
~~r restraining order issued in U. S. Distr~ct Court Cause No. C76-217T. 
(~~ lr· No State official, employee, or agent under the antral or direction of t~ 

Governor of the State of Washington will file or initiate criminal charges including 

charges· 

• 



5. If the deed is found to be valid, and a determination made that the 

State has complied with its terms and conditions subsequent, The U.S. 

Department of HEW will continue their efforts to make available existing 

funds from federal agencies to compaasate the State for its improvements 

to the facility, reporting their findings to the parties on or before December 1, 

1976. 

• 



relating to destruction of property, trespass, unlawful 

assembly, riot, kidnapping, or conspiracy to commit any of 

these or related offenses, against Tribe or any individual 

Indian for conduct related to the takeover and occupation of 

the subject property, individual acts of violence excepted. 

• 

,STJ.TE OF WASHINGTON 

By: ~.~ 
Milton Burdman, Secretary, Dept. 
of} .~o~l_pa~. Health Services 
~-CJ 101/1. r~ 6--o llf"iAI~ a.'S Offtc.E; 

PUYALLUP TRIBE OF INDIANS 

By~3~ 
Ramon Bennett, Chairwoman, 
Tribal Council 

By: 

UNITED STATES ~AMERICA 
// / 

I I : 
( 

ennis Ickes, Deputy Under 
Secretary, Department of the 
Interior 

Bernard Kelly, Region 
trator, Department o 
Education and Welfare 



EXHIBIT I 

From a point beginning near the SE corner of the below described ~~al 
property at the entrance on 32nd Street near Roosevelt continuing ~~ 

h 1 1 011'4'J nort er y a ong ingress road approximately 120 feet. :E-ker~ce h 4 
s~thu&stiirlJ along road whieR. runs appr9Hi!l18;1!:ely patallet=t~ J~P.d ~~ 1?ei< 

beandar;y, all or wnteh is contatnet1 1'11 

7 of the NE 1/4 of Section 10 and Section 11, Township 20, 
Range 3E, of the Indian Addition to the City of Tacoma, excepting 
therefrom all that portion of Tract 7 described as follows: 

Beginning at the NW corner of said Tract 7; thence south 9° 02' 27" 
east, along the westerly boundary of said Tract 7, a distance of 
224.19 feet; thence north 62° 52' 45" east~ a distance of 493·.54 
feet, more or less, to a point on the northerly boundary of said 
Tract 7 which is also the southerly boundary of South 28th Street; 
thence south 89° 34' 00" west, along said northerly boundary, 
474.52 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning. 

As will be described more particularly upon survey~ together with 
any required easements to provide rights of ingress and egress. 

thence in a westerly direction along tie road running approximately parallel 
to 32nd Street, extending the said line to the western boundary of the below 
described tract. Thence southerly to 32nd St. Thence easterly to pmint of 
beginning •• 

• 



, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
REGION X 

Ms. Ramona Bennett 

ARCADE PLAZA DUlL.OiNG . 
13.21 SECOND AVrrNUE 

SEATTLE. WASHING!ON 98101 

...... :~_.;, 
,· .. 

OFFICE OF THE Ri::GIOKAL DIRECTOR 

'< '' October 30, 1976 

Chairwoman, Puyallup Tribal Council 
2232 E. 28th 
Tacoma, Washington 98404 

Dear Ms. Bennett: 

Th~ purpose of this letter is to inform the Puyallup Tribe 
of this Department's intent to take the following actions 
as more fully discussed in the jriint Tribal-State-Federal 
meeting held at Cascadia yesterday: 

1. To seek reverter of title to a portion of the 
Cascadia facility from the State of Washington, 
said property consisting of approximately eight 
( 08) acres of land improved vdth a single brick/ 
masonry garage type structure; 

2. Make the property described the subject of a report 
of excess,to be submitted to the General Services 
A~ministration for disposal. 

• 

Sincerely yot:.rs, 

~_a;~/f_r:f 
Bernard E. Kelly 
Regional Director 

• I ·, .,.,, .-~· • ' .• •-_ .... 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 
REGION X 

ARCADE PLAZA BUILDING 

1321 SECOND AVENUE 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 913!01 

OFFICE OF THE Rt::GIONAL DIRECTOR 

October 30, 1976 

Mr. Milton Burdman 
Secretary 
Department of Social 

and Health Services 
Olympia, Washington 

DeaP Mr. Burdman: 

The purpose of this letter is to confirm our discussion of 
October 29 wherein you identified to me a 'certain portion 
of the Cascadia facility as no longer required by the State 
for conduct of its DSHS program of utilization which is more 
fully described in its application to this Department for the 
acquisition of the former Tacoma PHS Indian Hospital, more 
commonly referred to today as Cascadia. The property con­
cerned consists of a single brick/masonry garage building and 
approximately eight (08) acres of underlying land. 

As explained, failure to utilize the property places the 
State in breach of Condition Subsequent number one set forth 
in our Quitclaim Deed to the State dated July 1, 1961. Accord­
ingly, pursuant to the terms and conditions of transfer recited 
in the quitclaim deed instrument, you are hereby advised that 
it is the intent of this Department to revert title to that 
portion of the property mentioned. A return deed instrument 
is being prepared which, when signed by you, will provide 
revestment of title to the property in the United States of 
America. 

Sincerely yours, 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 2~ 1976 

Dennis -

Part of the Cushman operati~n 

obviously included a letter-writing 

campaign; and I now have a collection or 

telegrams~ mailgrams and letters urging our 

"support rr of the Puyallup action. 

Would you kindly have prepared 

the text of a letter I can send back in 

~-·response which tells in positive terms 

the way we helped resolve the situatign 
-

. - . ..... ' ---~ 
peacefully and what comes next. Perha?s 

.. -- -_ ... :·-: 
we should wait a day or so until the legal 

findings are clear~ but at the right time 

I need a general response to reply to the 

incoming inquiria§. 

Thanks, Dennis~ and an orchid ~ron 

here for your own perfarrnanceo () 
I 

l 
1-~--
I 

./''tor;u·~---
1 .. ~-· .. 
;'-' --\ _, ! 

r~ ~~ 
\~. r>; 
\ S' 't 
---.'---~ 
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UNDER SECRETARY 

UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
WASHINGTON 

November 5, 1976 

Mr. Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 
The White House · 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Brad, 

Attached is a draft of a letter which you may 
utilize to respond to inquiries concerning the 
Puyallup incident at Cushman Hospital. I am 
also enclosing a copy of the final signed 
agreement. 

If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to call. 

Attachments 

• 

ely, 

< 
(//44&6 

nnis Ickes 
eputy Under Secretary 
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7 PIIS BRAD PATERSON 

10 THE W KITE HOUS! • 
11 

IASHINaTOtl DC 20000 
12 

13 I WOULD APPRECIATE IF YOUR OFFICE WOULD SUPPOIT THE EFFORTS OF THE 
14 PUYALLUP TRIBE, II THEIR OCCUPATiO I OF THE CASCADIA JUVENILE CENTER, 
15 

16 LOCATIO ON THE PUYALLUP RESERVATION. THE · PUYALLUP TRill ARE LECJAL 
11 OVti!RS or THE BUILDIIIG AIID HAVE liEN IIESOTIATIIIS V!TH THE STATE OF 
18 

19 V ASNIIIGTOI TO OBTAI I PHYSICAL OVIIERSHIP OF TH! BUILDING FOR S!YERAL 
:~ YEARS, TO 110 AVAIL. PLEASE SIVE THIS NATTER YOUR CLOSEST ATTEtiTIOIJ~(I 

/..~ "' 
22 IIIIEDIAT!LY, OR THE PHYSICAL SAFETY OF THIS FOLKS IIAY BE '~ 0

,... 

23 JIOJtARDIZED. THAIXS, r:~ 
24 

25 PATRICIA !LOFSOI CHAIR•PERSOII LOVD !LIMA KLALLAII TRIBE 
26 
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PMS PRESIDENT FORD ATTN BRAD PATTERSON 
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11 SPECIAL ASSISTANT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, ROM REPORT DELIVERY BY 
12 MAILGRAM, DLR 
13 

14 WASHINGTON DC 
15 WE STRONGLY SUPPORT THE PUYALLUP TRIBE•s OWNERSHIP AND POSSESSION OF 
16 

11 CUSHMAN INDIAN HOSPITAL <CASCADIA JUVENILE DIAGNOSTIC CENTER> AND 
18 URGE YOU TO RETURN IT TO THEM WE WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOU ARE DOING TO 
19 

20 ENSURE THE TRANSFER OF Tltt TinE TO THE US GOVERNMENT IN TRUST OF 
21 THE TRIBE? HOW CAN WASHINGTON STATE HAVE A VALID TITLE? WE ARE 
22 

23 D !STRESSED THAT THE US GOVERNMENT HAS BROKEN ITS PROMISE TO ALWAYS 
24 PROVIDE HEALTH CARE TO INDIANS AT CUSHMAN 
25 

26 MARY ANN CURTIS AND YOLANDA ALANIZ 
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a PMS PRESIDENT FORD ATTN BRAD PATTERSON, SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR 
9 INDiAN AFFAIRS 

10 • 
" V HITE HOUSE 
12 WASHINGTON DC 
13 

14 WE SUPPORT PUYALLUP INDIAN OWNERSHIP OF CUSHJIIAN INDIAN HOSPITAL 
15 <CASCADIA JUVENILE DIAGNOSTIC CENTER>. WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO 
16 

17 TRANSFER CUSHIAN TITLE TO U.S. GOVERNMENT IN TRUST FOR THE PUYALLUP 
18 NATION. WASHINGTON STATE HAS NO VALID TinE. YOU MUST TAKE IMMEDIATE 
19 

20 ACTION TO RETURN TO PUYALLUP TRIBE. 
21 

22 
FREEDOM SOCIALIST PARTY GLORIA MARTIN AND RADICAL WOMEN CONSTANCE 

23 SCOTT 
24 NNNN 
25 
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9 

10 T H! VHITE MOUSE • 
11 

12 
I ASKIIIQTOI DC 20000 

13 I VOlLD APPRECIATE IF YOUR OFFICE WOULD SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE 
:: PUYALLUP TRIBE, II TH!IR OCCUPATION OF TH! CASCADIA JUVEIIILE CENTER, 
16 LOCATED 01 THI PUYALLUP RESDVATIOI. THE PUYALLUP TRII! ARt L!8AL 
17 OVNUS OF 1111 IUILDIII AND HAVE I!EI ll!aOTIATIIfe VITJI THE STAT! OF 
18 

19 VASKII&TOI TO OITAII PHYSICAL OWIERSNIP OF tHE IUlLDIIS · rot SEVERAL 
.._ :~ YEARS, TO 10 AVAIL. PLEASE a•VI THIS IIAn!R YOUR CLOSEST ATTUTIOI, 

22 liii!DIAT!LY, OR THE PHYSICAL .SAFETY OF THIS FOLKS IIAY !I , .... -;-:--

:: JEOPARDIZED. THAIXS , 
2s PATRICIA ILOFSOR CKAIR•PERSON LOVER ELVNA XLALLAII TRIBE 
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25 October 1'116 

Dear Madam/Sir: 

The Native American Solidarity Conunittee (tJASC Seattle) strongly 
supports the Puyallup Tribe ownership and possession of the Cushman 
lndian Hospital (Cascade Juvenile Diagnostic Center). 

' We would like to know what you are doing to insure that the proper 
paper work is heine taken care of to transfer the title to the US Govern­
ment in trust for the Tribe. 1'/e are distressed that the US breached its 
trust pro~ses to Indian people to always provide health care to Indians 
at Cushman. We questicn how the State court has any valid title. 

We trust that you will take imnediate steps to fully return Cushman 
to the Puyallup Tribe. 

The Native American Solidarity CoMmittee 

cc: ¥.arjorie Lrnch 1 Undersecretary, Dept of HEW 
Brad Patterson~ Spec. Asst. Indian Affairs 
Emery Jc~~son, Indian Health Service 
Ted Krensky, Co.:Ltiunity Services, BIA 
l~rris Thompson, Comni.ssioner, BIA 

• 
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BHP-5 RESTRICTED USAGE 

RE: Cushman Hospital in Tacoma, Washington 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

, 1976 

Dear lsi 
' This is in response to your recent communication 

concerning the Cushman Hospital in Tacoma, Washington. 

On October 30, 1976, Deputy Under Secretary Dennis Ickes 
from the Department of the Interior and Regional Director 
Bernard Kelly of HEW in Seattle, Washington, joined in an 
agreement with the Puyallup Tribe and the State of Washington 
to return the facility known as Cushman Hospital to the 
Puyallup Tribe. The means by which this will be accom­
plished will be attendant upon the outcome of a legal 
review of the deeds of conveyance from the Tribe to the 
United States and from the United States to the State of 
Washington. Nonetheless, the United States is committed 
to seeking the return of the facility in trust to the 
United States on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe. In addition, 
arrangements were made to have the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at the hospital to 
determine if any such lands have been utilized by the State 
of Washington as required by the terms of the deed of con­
veyance in 1961. A review of the land use by HEW was 
performed on October 29 and 30 and the decision was made 
by HEW to seek the reversion of six to eight acres of the 
hospital facility area in the immediate future. These 
agreements and arrangements have been entered into in 
writing by the State, Tribe and Federal agencies. I am 
confident that with appropriate follow-through by the 
relevant agencies and the Tribe that this matter will be 
amicably resolved and the rights of the Tribe preserved. 

Sincerely, 

-"'J . 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. \ I' ";- / ' .) , 

lsi 
Ill 
Ill 

BHP:Isl 
BHP-5 
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uo..,..,_r 11, 1916 

o.ar Frt•d•J 

'f'hU 1• 1n n•~• 'tO you recea~ COIII!Ntl1oat1on 
OOft04!trnin9 the ca.aaa Hoaplt&l in t'acou, WaahingtoA. 

Oft OOt.ober 30, 1976, Deputy Un&t~ secretary nentd• Icke• 
fi'OJ\ th• Depart:1111mt ot the Int:er1o:r and a.qtonal r>ireotor 
Renard Jtelly of. tmW in Seattle, Wublngt:On, joined in an 
•tJ."G••a~ v1tb the PuyallU¥> Tribe and the St.at.e of W&ah1D9Wn 
to return the faoUJ.ty known as Cuabtlan nospital to t..lte 
Puyallup Tr~. ~· mea:na by Which. tlde viU be acaoa­
plished will be attendant upon the outcome of a lepl 
revifW of the c1Seeda of conveyuce f.rom the Tribe to the 
aai t:e4 Statu and from the Oni t.ed States to tile State of 
wasbinq1:0n. &onetbel .. a, the United Stat~• ia cot:l'ld.tted 
t.o seeking tb• return of tbe facility in trust t:o tha 
United States on behalf of the Puyallup ftlbe.. In addition, 
anangement.s vue made to nave the Department of Real th, 
Education~ and Welfare review the land at the hoap1tA1 to 
det.emine if any .-ucb lands have been utiliaed by the State 
of Washington as required by the t.erms of the deed of con­
veyance in 1961. A review of th& land use by DEW was 
perfOJ!'IIad on October 29 ed 30 and the deo1a1on wae l\\8de 
by BBW t.o seek the rewnion of alx to e1gb t .eras of ~tte 
bo•pital facility area in the imaledlate future. !be.n 
agraet~ents aad U'J!'&Aqell8n~• have been entered icto in 
vrl ting by the sut..e, 'l'rlbe and Poderal a<;encies. t fill 
confident: that wl 'tb appropriate fol1ow-~'l.rough by the 
relevant aqenctes ana t.'Joa.e Tribe that tbia matter will be 
atd.cably reaolved an4 the rl<]hte of the 'l'ribe preserved. 

Mr. Do\19 Baraes 
Mr. Jotul Poe 
Mr. Chrl• Dilley 
:tt. Dick Sa..U.c;;u 
831 32n4 Avu.ue 
Seattle, 1fA8hington 98122 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

S1no•rely# 



NOvember 17, 1976 

Dear Mr. Wooten: 

'!'h1a 1a in response to your recent communication 
concerning the CWibman Bospi tal. in -:acoma. lfaab!nqt.on. 

On October 30, l!t 76, Deputy Under Secretary Dennis Ickes 
from the Department of the I~tarior and Re9ional Director 
Bernard K•lly of JmW in Seattle, Washington, joined in an 
avreenent. with the Puyallup Tribe an4 the State of Washington 
to return the facility known aa Cuebaan Hospital to the 
Puyallup Tribe. 1'1\e SB8&na by which this will be aceoa­
pliahed will be attendant upon the outcome of a leqal 
review of the deeds of conveyance from the Tribe to tbe 
United Statu and fxom the Urli.ted States to the St te of 
Waahin<]tOn. Nonethele••, the United States is coad tted 
to seeking the return of the facility in trust to the 
united Stat.ea on bealf of the Puyallup Tribe. In addition, 
arran~nta were made to h&'V'fl! the Departllent of Health, 
Education, and Welfare nviw the land at the hospital to 
determine if any aucb landa have been utilized by the Stat• 
of Waablngt.on aa required by the terma of tba deed of con­
veyance in 191;1. A review ot ~· land uaa by HEW vu 
performed on October 29 and 30 and the deciaion waa aade 
by HBtf to eectk the reversion of aix to ei9ht acres of the 
hospital facility area in the inaediate future. These 
&<Jreeaenta and arran<Jementfl have been entered into 111 
vri ting by the State, Tribe and Pedaral agenciea. X u 
confident ~at vit:b appropriate follow-through by ~'le 
relevant 9encid and the 'l'ri.be that thi• .attar wUl be 
aalcably resolved aod the righta of the ftibe preserved. 

Mr. Robert I. Wooten 
Chairman 
Samlsb Indian Tribe 

of Waahtnqton 

SJ.nouely, 

Bradley B. Patteraon, Jr. 

Post Office Box 217 
Anacortes, Wuhing~ 98221 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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~ ovellber 17, 1976 

near Mr. Adaras: 

Tbie ia in reaporute to your rec•nt. comrmmiaatlon 
coacerning tbe Cuehman Hospi 1 in 'l'acoJDA, waahiru;ton. 

On Oct.obar 30, 1976,. Oeputy Under Secretary Denni Icku 
frOJD the Deputaent of the Interior and Regional Director 
eernard Kelly of an 1n Seattle, ttuhint]ton, joined in an 
aqN.-nt with th• Puyallup 'tribe and t.ha State of Wuhinnon 
to return ~be faaillty ~ a Cuahman Hospital to ~he 
Puyallup Tribe. The Mau by vhich this will be accoaa­
pllab.ed will be attendant upon the out.cGme of a legal 
review of the deeda of conveyance frena the 'l'rf.be to the 
United States nd froa the United States to th• State of 
washington. one·theld•, the Oni ted State• itt C!OIIIfti tted 
to aeekin9 the return of the f~ilit.y ill trust to the 
Onit.G<l States on beh&l t of 'tba Puyallup 'l'ribe. In addition, 
arran~ftta ver• ~ t.o have tbe Depa~t. of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review ta'le land at the hoapital to 
detenine if any euch lanf!a haw been utilia•d by the State 
ot lfuhinr.rton u requirod by the terma of the deac! of con­
wyane• in 1961. A Jteview of the land uaa by B£'tf wu 
perfoJ:Md on October 29 and 30 and the d•eiaion vas made 
by Bmf to aa.k th• re'ftmllon of aix to eight aorea o! the 
hoapi tal t'acili ty area in the iltaediate future. 'ftut•• 
4l9J"8eMOt8 and arnn~nta haft been entered into in 
writing by the Stat• ~ Tr.lO. and Federal aqeftcie • I am 
confiaent that with appropx-1ate follow-throuqb by the 
releve~ aqenci•• and the Tribe t...~at this matter will be 
qicably J.'e80lvec1 an4 the rights ot the Tribe preaened. 

Mr. Bank AdAM 
beeuUw ~nietrator 
SurdV&l. of Aaeriou 

Indian• A$aco1•tion 
Post otfic• Box 719 
-:acoma, ttaahinqton 98401 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

S1ncer•ly, 

Bradley B. Pattenon., Jr. 



BO.eDber 11, 1976 

Dear Mr. Petera r 

'lbie 1• in n•pon•• to your recent OOJDltmication 
eoncernJ.nv tbe Cu•l'lman Hoapital in Tacoma, Waahin1Jt;Oli. 

Oft October 30 1 19 76, Deputy Un4er S.cretary Dennis . Xoku 
f%'Crll the Depart.nt. of the Interior and tteqional Direct.or. 
emard hl.ly of HEW 1n Seattle, Wa•hJ.ngton. jolnad in an 

atp"eenent with tbe Puyallup Tribe anc1 the State of ••abington 
to t:•turn the faoil1 ty known u CwlhmJ.im Hoap1 tal to the 
Puyallup Tribe.. ffhe means by vhtch th.t.Jl will be aaoom .... 
pli•h-ed will be att.endant upon 1:he outcou of a leq 1 
review of the deedS of oonveyanc• from the Tribe to the 
Unite<! Statea and from tbe Ott1ted States to the Stato ot 
Wuhing'tem. Nonetbeleas, the United Stat•• is co.Utted 
i:o ••ldng the ret rn of the taoility in truat ta t e 
Ur:U~e4 StatN on behalf of the Puyellup ftibe. In addition, 
arran~~ were Mde to have tile Department of Health, 
Education, an4 Welfare review the land at the hospital to 
detend.e if any •ueh lands have been utilircad by the State 
of WuhinCJton u required by the terms of the deed of oon• 
veyanoe in 1961. A J:O'Viev of the land uae by HEW vas 
perfo=-4 on October: 29 ad 30 and the decision wa• t'!Ade 
by HBW to seek tbe revenion ot •ix to eight acres of t.b.e 
hOepiUl faoi11 ty area in the immediate future.. 'l1leae 
a9%11eeanb «nd arr•ni]e!lenta bave been entered into in 
wri t.f.ft9 by the State, -.rrlbe and Federal aganoiu. I aa 
conf1<lent t.'1at with approp~:iate follcw-tbrouqh by tb.e 
relevant •qenoiee and the ~ribe that thia matter will be 
ud.c.bly reaolvetl and the rights ot the 'l'J!'ibe preaerved. 

Mr. cal rin J.. Pet•~• 
Cbalnum 
S~oasin Ialan4 ~ribe 
'Route 1, Box 257 
Shelton, Waahin9ton 9$584 

BHP:p1r 
BHP-5 

• 

Sinc•r•ly, 

Bradley B. Patterson, Jr. 

. ., 
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Noftl'lber 17, 19 76 

Pear Mia• Saint Claire; 

~!a is in response to your recent COJIISUllioation 
eonoeming the Cuahman Hospit.al J.n 'faC()JM, 1fuhinqton. 

On Octob4tr 30, 1976, Deputy Under Secretary Denn1• Iek .. 
from tbe Department of the Interior and Raqio~l Director 
Bernar4 hlly of BEW in Seattle. Wubington, joined in an 
a~eement vi th the Puyal.lup Tribe and the St.ate of Washington 
to return the fac.llit.y known u CWihman Hotapital to the 
Puyallup Tribe. !'be •ana by which this will be accoa­
plieed will be attendant. upon the out.COJne of a leqal 
review of the deeds of conveyance trom the !'ribe to the 
Un1 t:ed State• and from the ttnited States t.o the State of 
Washington. Nonetheless, the United St.t .. is coll!:dtted 
to seekin9 tbe re.turn of the facility in trust to the 
United Statu on behalf ot the Puyallup Tribe.. tn addition, 
attaft<]8116nt.a were lltllde to have the DepartMnt of B~lth, 
Educ:ation, arul'lfelfare review the land at the hoaplt:&l to 
deteralne if uy sad\ landa ha.ve be•n utilized by the St.at.a 
ot Wuhin9ton as required by the t:en~U~ of the deed ot con­
'Nfa.nC4t in 1961. A reri.ev of the land ue by JJBW waa 
perfor.d on October 29 and JO and tbe 4eciaion wu made 
by JmW to aeek the reveraion of aix to eic;ht acres of th• 
hospitl\1 fac111~y area in the ilJilllC!tdiate future.. These 
agroementa and arranCJements have been entered into in 
vritinq by th• State, 'l'ribe and Federal aqene1••· :t am 
oonfideot that vitb appropriate tollow-t.tuou9h by the 
relevant aqenalea and the Tribe that. t:h1a matter will be 
asd.cably reaolvod ancl the r1ghta of the !'ribe pre .. rved. 

Miss S.t.ty Saint Cla1re 
1530 HOrtbea•t 62 
Seattle,. Wuhingt;ou 9 SllS 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

Sine rel.y. 

Bra4ley B. Patter-eon, Jr. 



ov.anber 17; 1976 

Dear Mr. Lerner 
and Mr. Wood: 

'l."bis ia in reaponae to your recent OOR\Uftication 
con~minq the Cushman Bospi tal in -raooasa, lfaahinqton. 

On October 30, 1976, Deputy Under Secretary DeMia Ickes 
from the Department of the Interior and Reqional nirector 
a.rnard Kelly of HEW in seattle, washinqton, joined ln an 
&fJX'eement with th• Puyallup 'l'ribe and the s~.te ot Wa•hinqton 
~ return the facility known as Cwahman Haapital t.o t:he 
Puyallup 'l'ribe. The JDUna by which thle will be accom­
plished will be attendant upon the outoo.,. of a le~l 
review of the 4eeda o t. conftyance from the 'tribe to the 
United sutea and from the United Statu to the State of 
Wuhington. NOnetheless. the United States 1• COJIIIlit.ted 
to aeeking tba return of the facility 1n trust to the 
Uni:te4 States on behalf of the PQyallup ~tbe. %n addition, 
arranqutenta were made to haw the Deparuant ot Be.lth, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at. the hoaJpital to 
determine it any euch landa have bean utilized by tbe state 
of Waehingt.On aa requ1r•4 by the terms of th• deed of oon­
veyance in 1961. A review of the 1-.nd uee by DEW was 
perfoX'IIIed on Oct.cber 29 an.d 30 and the deciaion vu -.ade 
by HEW to aeek the re..,.nion of six to eight acres of the 
boap1Ul facility area in the immediate future. 'l'bese 
atreementa and arran~ta have been entered 1ato in 
witinq by tbe State, 'tribe nd Pederal agencies. I Ut 
ocmfident that with .appropriate follow-throuqb by the 
relevant aqenc1ea and the Tribe that this Mt.ter will be 
&Jdoably re8ol'led and the riqbta of the Tribe preeerve4. 

Mr. Jonathan Lerner 
Mr. David Wood 
S 7 Bayes Street 

Sincerely, 

Cambridge, NUa&chueetts 02139 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 



November 17, 1976 

Dear Miaa Mortonr 

'.rhis ia in reaponse to your recent comaumication 
ooncerninq t:.he Cushman Hospital in Tacou, tta•hington. 

On ()c:tl)ber 30, 1976, Deputy Onder Secretary Dennis Xckea 
from the Depart.nt of t..'le Interior and Reqional Director 
Bemard X.lly of HEW 1n Seattle, Waahingt.on, joined in an 
agre ... nt with th• Puyallup 'l'ribe and the State of waahinqton 
to return the facility known aa cuahman Hospital to the 
Puyallup -rribe. 1'be means by Which this will be acCOI\\­
pliehed "ill be attendant upon the outcome of a legal 
~view of the deeds of oonv.yance from t.he -tribe to the 
unit.d Statea and froll tha Oni ted States to ~e State of 
Washington. onetheleaa, the United States ia corrad tted 
to •eekinq the return of the faoili ty in trust. ~ the 
United States on behalf of th.e Puyallup Tribe. In addiUon, · 
attanCJeM.nts were ma4e to have the Department. of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review tbe land at. the hospital to 
detersaine it any auch landa have been utilized by the State 
of Waahinqton as required by the terms of the deed of oon­
veyanee 1n 1961. A review of the l.and use by Dlf vas 
~rformed on October lt and 30 •nd the deoiaion waa made 
by aft to sttek the reversion of •1x to eight aorea of the 
ho•p1tal facility area in the iamediate future. These 
agree~~~&nta and arran~nt.a have been entered into in 
vritinq by the St.ato 41 Tribe and Pederal agencies. I am 
confident that vi th appropriate follow-through by tbe 
relevant: agenciee and the Tribe that this matt•r vill be 
amlcably raaol ved and the riqhts of the 'l'ribe pruerved. 

Mis• Laurie Morton 
2411 Boylston Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98102 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

Sincerely, 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 



November 17 r 19 76 

OeaX' Miss Sohaob.ar: 

Tbia 1• in respont~e to youzo recent OOlm'llUJliaat.ion 
coac.mit$9 the CU8bman Hospital in. Tacoma, Washington .. 

On OCtober 30, 1976, Depllty Under Secreta~ Dennis Ickes 
trora ~· napartl\'!ent of the Interiol: and Re9'iona.l Director 
DemaM Kelly of smt in Sctattle, w-.ahington, jo1n6d in an 
a~t vith the Puyallup !rribe and the State of Wuhinqton 
to nblm the facility known as Cuabaan noapital to the 
Puiallup Tribe. 'the •ana by which this will be aocoa-
pl abed will be attendant upon the ontaome of a 1egttl 
review of the deeds of conveyance fro• the t.rribe to the 
United sut:ea and from tne Unl ted States t.o the State of 
Wa•hl.rulton. Nonetheless, the United States i• committed 
to aeekinq the ntunt of the facility in trust to the 
United Stat.ea on bebalr of the Puyallup "rrlbe'" In addition, 
arran,..nt.e were maae to have the Department of Health, 
Mucation. and H'elfare review the land at the hospital to 
d•teradno if any aueh lands have "en utillaed by the State 
of Waahinqton n required: by the terra of the deed o! con­
veyance in 19fil.. A review of the land use by UBW waa 
per:fo:naed on october 29 and 3tJ and t.he dectaian wu made 
by B£W ~o ~JMk the raver•ion of sbt to ei~t acres of the 
hoapital facUiey area in the iwnediate fut.w:e.. 'lheae 
agreementa 4nd arran9f~Mnta ha'Wt been entered into tn 
writinq by the sute, «.rribe and Federal agenclP. t am 
conttaent that vith appropriate follow-through by tbe 
relevant agencies and the 'lribe that t.bia utter will be 
amicably reaolved and the rl.gbt8 of the ".tribe preservea. 

Mlaa suaan Schacher 
4 24 BeltiOllt, East 

Sil'leerely, 

seattle, 1faahin¢on 98102 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 



!tovember 17, 1916 

near Miaa White1 

tftlis ia in reaponae to your recent cOl'llfllunication 
concerning the CUshman Hospital in Tacoma# washington. 

On OC~ber 30, 1976, Deputy Onder Secretary Dennis lcke• 
fi'OJa the f)epartment ot the Interior and Reqional Director 
Bema.rd Xelly of HEW in Seattle, Waahingt.on, joined in an 
greeaent with ~. Puyallup Tribe and the State of Washington 

to mturn the facility known aa CUShman Hospital t.o the 
Puyallup 'tribe. ".ftle ••u by which thie will be aecom• 
plished will be attendant upon the outcome of a legal 
review of the deed• of conveyance from the 'l'ribe to the 
United State• and from the United States to the State of 
Washington. Nonethele .. , t.he United States is comrd.tted 
to aeet1nq the return of the facility in truet to the 
United States on behalf of ~e Puyallup 'l'rlbe. In addition, 
anangeraent.s were made t.o have the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at the bo1Jp1tal to 
determine if qy aueh land• have beet\ utilized by the St te 
of lfubing'U)n u require4 by the terms ot the deed of con­
veyance in 1961. A raviev of the land nee by BEW aa 
perfoz:ned on OCtober 29 and 30 and the decision waa made 
by HEW to aeek the reversion of aix to eight acres of tho 
boapi'tal taci11 ty area in the iBunediate tutu.A. !'hoae 
aqhementa and urange-.nt• have be4Jn enterfJd into in 
wri tinq by the State, t.rribe and Federal aqenci •. I am 
confident that with appropriate follow-through by the 
relevant agencie• and the 'l'ribe that. thie utter vlll be 
ud.oably reaol'V84 and the righta of the Tribe pr .. erved .. 

Miea Meg White 
1125 Broadway, BUt 
SeatUe, Wubinqt:on 9810l 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

Sin.carely. 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 



__, .,. ... 

Novu.ber 11, 19 76 

Dear Mr. Stern' 

1'h1s is tn response to your recent OOJDl!Nilication 
oonoernin9 the Cushman Hoapital in Tacoma, Wa•hinqton. 

On OCtober l , 19 75, Deput-y nder Seer t.ary Dennis tokes 
f~ the Department of the Interior and Reqional 01r•ctor 
Bema~ Kelly of smw in saatt.le, Waahinqton, joined in an 
agreement with the Puyallup Tribe and the State of 11aahlnqton 
to re~\U'ft t.he facility k.nOVl'l u Cwabman Hospital to t.~• 
Puyallup Tribe. The •u• by which this will be aCCC»'ll­
pliahed vU1 b attendant upon the outco- of a leqal 
review of ~he deede of conveyance from the ~ibtt to the 
Unit.e4 State• and fro• the Uftite4 Statea t.o the State ot 
Waabl.nqton. Uonetheleas, the United Statu is ooaait.t.ed 
to aeekinq the return of the facility in trust "to the 
United St.at:es on behalf of the Puy•llup Tribe. ln addlt1on, 
arran(Jelllenta were lnllde to llave the O.partmant of Heal t:h, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at tbe hoaplta1 to 
deteradne if any auch lan&a have bee ut.111•ed by the State 
ot Wubin~n u required by the tenua of the deed ot con­
Yeyance in 1961. A nviaw of the land wae by mnt wq 
perfo~ on Octob•r 29 and 30 and the deoiaion vu ude 
by H2W to •••k the r.veraion of six to eiqht acrea of the 
hoapttal facility area in ·the il'l'll*tdlate future. 'theae 
agreeaonb and arrang.,.nta have be.n entered into iD 
writin9 by the State, -Tribe and Federal aC}enc:i.o • I us 
confident i:hat vitb appropriate follO!It•throu¢1 by the 
relevant aqeneies and the 'tribe that tbie natter will be 
uicably re.o1Yad ud t.lte rights of the ft'lbe preaerveCl. 

Mr. Robby Stern 
524 30th Av:enue, South 
seattle, tfuh1nqto~t 98144 

BHP:plr 
BBP-5 

... , 
.... "'· ' 

• 

Sinoerely, 

8~&4ley ft. »attereon, Jr. 



tlovember 17, 1976 

Dear Mia• Roman• 

This ia in response to your rec:ent communication 
concerninq the Cushman Hoe pi tal in ?acoma, lfashinqton. 

On October 30, 19 76, Deputy Umler Secretary Dennis Ickes 
from the Depart:Nnt of the Interior and Regional Director 
Bernard Kelly of HeW in Seattle, Washington, joined in an 
a~nt with ~• Puyallup 'l'ribe and the State of Washington 
to retttm the faoility known a.s Cushman Hoapital t.o the 
Puyallup 1'r1be. t.rhe means by which this will be acoom­
pl1•hed will be attendant upon the outcome of a leqal 
review of the deeda of ccnveyance from the 'tribe to the 
United tat.es and from the United States to the State of 
waahiaqt.on. Nonethele••~ the United State• ia coJBitted 
to eeeldng t.he return of the f•cility in trwat t.o t.be 
United States on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe. ln addition, 
arrangement• were made to have the Department of Heal tb, 
Bducat.ion, and Welf&rG review the land at the hoapital to 
determine it any auch landa have been uU11sed by the State 
of Washington u required by the terms of the deed of con­
wyance in. 1961. A review ot the land use by HEW waa 
perfortaed on OCtober 29 and 30 and the decision v.as made 
by DEW to seek t.'le reversion ot •ix to eight acres of the 
boapit.al facility are in the invaedlate futuro. These 
agreement.s and arran<J8l'ft8nt8 haw been entered into in 
vri ting by the State, 'l'ribe an4 l'ederal aqencf.es. I all 
COD!ident that with appropriate follow-through by the 
relevant agencies and the ft'lbe that thia matter will be 
udoably reaolvad and the riqht.s of the 'tribe preserved. 

Miss Linda Roman 
1403 36th Avenue 

Sincerely, 

Bra<lley B. Patten on, Jr. 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

BHPtplr 
BHP-5 

• 



NOvember 17, 197~ 

This la in reepoDae to your recent COJ.Imltlication 
conoarning the CU11luaan Hospital 1n 'l'aCOJQa, Waahinc;ton. 

On October 30, 1976, Deputy Dder Secretary Dennis Ickes 
t%0m the Depal"tr..ent of the Interior and R"9ional Director 
JJern.rd Eally ct BBW in Seattle. WaehinqtOn, joined in an 
agreement with the Puyallup -tribe ana the State ot lfuhinqt:on 
to return the facility ltnovn u CU.bull Ho•pital to the 
Puyallup Tribe. The ~J~Nna by vhich thia vlll be acco.­
p11she4 will be atten4ant upon the outcome ot a legal 
review of the deeda of conwyance from tbe 'l'ribe to the 
Unit.ed States and from the United States to the State of 
Waahington. Nonetheless, the United St.atu !a 002!111 tted 
to aeekin<J tbe return of t..'le faeili ty ia trust t.o tbe 
United States on behalf of the P\Jyallup 'l'ribe.. In addition, 
arrangement• were t~~tde to have tb• Department of Health, 
Education, e4 lfel tare review the larul at t.he h.oapi tal to 
deterrliaa if any such lands bave been utilize4 by the State 
of Washington as J:'equired by the terms of the deed of con­
veyance in 1961. A review of the land usa by HEW waa 
performed on October 29 and 30 and the deciaJ.on vu ude 
by Bmf to seo the reversion of •ix to eight e-cres of the 
hospital facility area in the itae<U.ate future. ,_. • 
aqr.-.nt.s and arranqenents have been entered into in 
writing by the State, 'tribe and Federal agenoiea. I am 
confia.nt that v1th appropriate follow-through by the 
relevant agencies and the Tribe that td\is DUltter will be 
ud.cably reeolftd and the l'iqhta ot the Tribe preserv.ct. 

Mr. Williu Anlour 
10600 Southvut 
Seattle, Wubin<Jton 9814£ 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

Sincerely, 

Bradley tt. Pat.teraon, Jr. 



Dear Miss Hatoha 

Thia ia in reaponae to your recent communication 
coneeniaq the CWihman Hospital in Tacoma, Waahinqton. 

On October 30, 19 76 # ' 'Deput:y• Under Secretary Dennis Ickes 
f~ the Department of the Xnterior and ~ional Director 
Bernard Kelly ot HEW in seattle, Waahinqton, joined in an 
aqreement wlth tbe Puyallup ~ribe and the State of washington 
to return the facility known as Cuahman Hospital to 'the 
Puyallup Tribe. The means by which tbis will bo acacno­
pl!shed will be attendant Ul)Ol\ the outcome o! a 1 qal 
review of the deeda of conveyance from the Tribe to the 
United States and from the United States to the State of 
Wuhln<]ton. None~'leleaa, the United States ia coll\!lli tt.ed 
to aeetd.n9 the return of the faoili ty in trust to the 
United St.a~ea on behalf of the Puyallup 'tribe. In adtli tion, 
arran~nta were made to have £he Department of neal t..'fl. 
E4ucat.ion, and Welfare review ~ the land at the hospital to 
deter:ad.ne if any aueb lands h~ve been ut111se4 by ttte State 
of washington u required by the teras of the dead of con­
veyance in 1961. A review of the land use by HEW vas 
perfol'tl84 on October 29 and 30 and the decision was made 
by HBW to aeek the reveraion of aix to eight acres of t.he 
hoapi tal faoili ty area in the itae4iate future. '-".'lese 
agre nta and arru9f!menta have been entered into in 
wri ti119 by the Stat•, 'l'r:ibe and Federal aqenoiea • I am 
confident that; with appropriate tollow-tbrouC]h by t.he 
relevant! aqenciea and the Tribe that t.hia utter will be 
amicably re.-olwd and the ri9bta of the t.rribe preserved. 

M1•• Marcel Hatch 
1310 l!tb Avenue, South 
seatUe, Waabinr:Jt,on 98144 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

Sincerely, 

&raaley a. Patterson, Jr, 



near Hiaa Ceaotti 
and Mba Saa4at: 

NOvember 17, 197o 

'this is in response to your recent ~!cation 
concerninq the Cushman Hospital 1n ttacoma, Washinqton. 

On October 30, 1976, Deput'f Under Secretary OeDnia Iakea 
from the O.pal'tJMnt of t.he Interior and lte9'lona1 Director 
Barnard x.l.ly ot an in Seattle, Wuhington, joined in an 
a~t. vit:h the Puyallup 'l'ribe and the State ot Wubinl]ton 
to return the fae111 ty known aa CU.bman Hoapi tal to tbe 
Puyallup '.t'ribe. 'the meana by whieh t.~ia will ~ accom­
plished will be attendant upon the outcoJRe of a legal 
review ot the dee@ of conveyance frca the Tribe to the 
united States and fx:'OJD tbe th\1ted States to the State of 
Wuhington. Nonethel•••• the Unite<! States 1• COIIBitted 
t.o see1d.ng the return of the facility in tru•t to t'le 
Unit.e4 Statee on behalf of th• Puyallup Tribe. In adcUtion, 
anange•nta were made to """ the Oepart.aent ot Heal tb, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at the hospital to 
detemine if any •uch lands have been utilised by th8 StAte 
of wa&hin9ton aa required by tha terms of the deed of con­
veyance 1n 1961. A review of the land \18e by tm1f wu 
performed on october 29 and 30 &J.'ld the dec is ion vaa made 
.by HEW t:o eeek the reveraion of a1x to eight •craa of the 
hoapital facility area in tbe i~S~~ediate future. 'fheae 
•treemecta end arraoqemenu have been entered into in 
wrttinCJ by the State, t.rribe and Pederal avenel••. r am 
confident that vi tb appropriate follov-throuqb by the 
releYant aqenciea and the 4lribe that this matter will be 
ud.cably reaolwa and tbe rights of the 1'2:-ibe preserved. 

Mise Deanna Ceootti 
Mia• Kathleen Saadat 
3018 No~eaat 8th 
Portland, Ore90n 97212 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 

Sincerely, 

Bradley s. Pattenon, Jr. 



' . 

Novelber 1 '1, 19 7~ 

Dear Mr. Fiokei••n t 

This 1• in respona to your recent conmunication 
ooncerninq the Cuahman Boapital in Tacoma, WashiDgton. 

On October 30 ~ 1176, Deputy UDder s.cretary Denn1a Ickaa 
fzoa the DepaJ:'t:ment:. of the Interior and Re(}ional n!rector 
Bernard Kelly of HRW in Seattle, Waahington, join~ ln an 
agreement with the Puyallup 'tribe and the State ot washington 
to ratU%11 tbe faoili t.y known a• Cushaan Hospital to the 
Puyallup Tribe.. tt'be me ana by which thia vill be aeCOil­
plillbed vill be attend.ant. upon the out.coma of a l~al 
review of the deeda of conveyance fro1a the Tribe to the 
Unt~ States and troll\ the Unit.ed States to the State of 
aah1aqton. Nonetheleaa • the United States is coad. tted 

to seeking the return of t:.~ taoility in trust to the 
Unite4 States on behalf of th Puyallup 'h:ibe. In addition, 
arraDC}eJI&ents ere made i:o have the Department of Heal tb, 
Education, and Wel t•re review t:he land at the hoe pi tal to 
&tt.emine if a..1ty such lands helve been utilited by t"ae State 
of Wasbinqton aa required by the t•nua of the deed ot con­
veyance in lt61. A reYiew of! t.be land ut1e by BD wa 
per~onaed on October 29 and 30 and the decision was ma4e 
by HEW to •-Jt the reversion of •1x to eight acre• of the 
hoepital facility area in. the illll'ediate future. '-'beae 
agre..-nta and arrang~nta baY& been entered into in 
writing by t:he Stat.e, 'l:d.be an4 Pederal aqenoie•. r u 
confident ~at vi th appropriate follow-t..~rouqh by the 
releftllt agancies and the Tr~ that thia JU.tter will be 
udca.bly reaolved and the right• of the Tribe pr.aarved. 

Mr. Prank P1ckeiaen 
543' 153rd Street, ss. 
Bellvue, Washington 98006 

BHP:plr 

• 

Sincerely# 

Bradley H. Patter•on, Jr. 



... 

NOvember 17, 1976 

Dear Mise Kingt 

'fhia is in response to your recent COIM'tunieatlon 
eonc:erning the Cushman Boapi t.al in Tacoma, Washlnqton. 

On October 30, 1976, Deputy under secretary Denni• Ickes 
from the Departllleat of the Interior an4 Reqlonal D1reetor 
8u:nar4 blly of Him in Seattle, Waabiftqton, joined in an 
agreement with the Puyllllup Tribe and t:.he State of Wash1n91:0n 
to J:'etum the facility known •• Cutlbatan 8oapita1 to the 
Puyallup Tribe. 'l'he •an• by whieh this will be aeeom­
pl1ehed will be attendant upon 1:be outcorae of a leqal 
r•v1• of the deeda of conveyance from the Tribe to t:he 
tmi ted Statu and from the United States to the St.at.a of 
~hington. Bone~~elaaa, the United S~ates is co~tted 
to seeking tba ret:.um of the faeility in truat to tbe 
United Stat• on behalf of the Puyallup 'friba. In addition, 
aua.ngemente were made to have the DepartDaent of Bealtb, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at the hospital to 
determifte if any such lands have been utilised by t.he State 
of Wuh.t.nqton as required by the t6rwt of the dead of con­
veyance 1D 1g61. A review of the land use by HEW vas 
performed on OctOber 29 an11 30 and the deeision vu made 
})y mtW to seek the reversion of •1x to eight. acres of t.h6 
ho•p1tal facility area in the immediate future. ~ese 
aqre.-..nta and arran~nts have been entered into in 
writiftq by the State, TJ.-ibe and Pederal a9'4tnoiea. Y am 
confident that with appropriate follow-through by the 
relevant agenciee and the Tribe that this utter will be 
iUd.cably reaolw4 and the ri9hts of the Tribe preserved. 

N1sa !Cathleen Xin41 
738 North 94th 

Sincerely, 

sredley s. Pattenon, Jr. 

Seattle, Wubinqt.on 9 810 3 

BHP:plr 
BBP-5 

• 

I 
\. 



, 

November 17, 1916 

near Hies Mye.r:a 
and Mr. Granat.ir s 

'thia is in response to your recent coll11Nn1cation 
concerninq the Cwtb'man n~pital in 'racoaa, waah1ngton • 

• On OCtober 30, 1976, Deputy Under Secretary Dennis Icke• 
fl'Oia the Department of the Interior and :Regional Director 
eernar4 ~-elly of HEW .tn seattle, Wuhington, joined 1n an 
agreaaent with the Puyallup ttribe and the State of a•hington 
to return the facility known as Cushman Hospital to tbe 
Puyallup 1Tibe. The laaana by which this will be accoa­
plished will be attendant upon the outcome of a legal 
reri.w of the deec!!e of conveyance fxom the Tribe to tb 
United Statu and from the Ul\ited State• to the State of 
WaabJ.n9ten.. Nonetheless, the United States ia COIIftitt.ed 
to aeeklnq the return of the facility in truat to the 
Onlte4 State• on behalf of the Puyall\IP '1'r1be. In addition, 
auogement.s were JDade t.o have the Departl:lent of Heal tb, 
Education, and Welfare review the lan4 at the hoapital to 
de~nd.ne if any auch landfJ have been \1t1lise4 by ~· State 
of Wuhington •• required by tbe ~erms of t.he deed ot con ... 
veyanoe ia 1961., A reviov of tile land use by ltmt va 
pe1:foraed Ol\ October 29 and 30 and ~be decision "*• made 
by rmw to "ek the reveraion of 8ix t:o eiqht. ecrea of the 
hospital fecility area in the 1-.dlate future. !'beae 
agraeJIIetlta and arranC}e11tenta have been entered into ia 
vrltln.q by tbe State¥ Tribe and Federal ageuci... I am 
ooofldent that with appropriate follow-through by the 
ralennt agenciea ad the Tr1b4a that this N~t.er vill he 
ud.oably resolved and the righta ot th• Tribe preaerwta. 

S1noerely, 

Miss suae Myers 
Mr. J<Mtepb. Granatir 
216 32nd Avenue 
sea~tle, WaJJhington 98122 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 



t_,veJ.Dbar 17, 19 76 

Dear Mlsa Careyt 

'J!his ia in reaponae to your recent communiaat1on 
eoncernin9 the Cueb:ntan noapital in '!'acoma, Washingi:on. 

on October 30, 19 "76, Deputy Uode%' Secretary Dennie Ickea 
from t:he Department: of the Interior and Req1ona1 Director 
Bernard K•lly of Bl!!N 1n SeatUe, Weahtnqt:on, joined in an 
agreement with t.'le Puyallup lfribe and the SUt.e ot Washington 
to ret:~ the facility known a. CUShman Hospital to the 
Puyellup Tribe. The means by which this will be accom­
plished vill be attendant upon the outcome of a leqal 
review of the dee&~ ot COI\Veyance from the Tribe t.o the 
onJ.ted Statea end fro~~ tha United States to the State of 
Wuhin9ton. UOaethaleas. the United Stat.ea is coll'llitt.ed 
to aeekinq the retum of the fae111t:.y in tJ:Wtt t:o the 
United States on behalf of tbe Puyallup 'l'ribe. In ad41t1on, 
arrangements were ma4e to, bave the Dep&rt.lll8nt. of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review t."le land at the botJpital to 
determine if any such lands have been utilized by the State 
of Waahinqtoc • required by the terms of the deed of con­
veyonce in 1961. A re'riew of the land use by tmtf vu 
perfo~d on October 29 and 30 and the decision vu made 
by HEW to nek tbe rewreion of eis t.o e19ht. acna of the 
hoepit.al facility axea in the ittmteaiate futue. Th••• 
agreements an4 arrangements have btten entered into in 
vritinq by 'the Stat!e, ?rihe and Fe4eral agencies. ! am 
confident that vlth appropriate follow-through by the 
~levant agencie• ~d the Tribe that tbie ~tter vill be 
ud.e&bly reaolvad ant! the riqhts ot khe Tribe preaerved. 

Hiss Marilyn Cahy 
1525 l2n4 Aveftue 
S.attle, Wuhinqton 98122 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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Sincerely, 

Bradley B. Pa-tterson, Jr. 



No~er 17, 1976 

o.tar rU.aa Scott: 

'l'bia is in re•ponae to your z.-ecent communication 
conc.rni.nq the CU.Juaan Hoapltal in ':accnaa, Washington. 

On Octo~r JO, 1976, Deputy ender Sec.:etary Detmia Ickes 
from th• Department of the Interior and Reqional Director 
aemar<l :Kelly of HEW in Seattle, Wa•hinqton, joined in an 
agreement with the ~1 llup ~ibe and the State ot Washinqton 
to retum the facili f!y lmown as Cll8hman Hospital to t.he 
Puyallup i'fr1be. -rbe saeaas by which this will be aocoa­
pliehed will be attendant upon the outco of a legal 
review of the deeds of conveyance from the 'tribe to the 
United Statee an4 f~m the United State• to the Sta~e of 
Washington. Honethel•••• the Onit.ed States 1• cOlGfttitted 
to ••ekinq the return of the facility in trust to the 
Unite~ States on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe. Xn addition, 
arran98JMnt8 were made to have ttua Departaent of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at the hospital to 
4etentiae 1 f any •uch landa have been utilised by the State 
of Wuhingtoa u requir.d by the ter=a ot the deed of con­
wyano• in 1961. A review of the land uae by HE1f w 
perfoX'IIIad on October 29 an4 30 and the deeision. was made 
by UJf to aeek the reversion ot ai.x to eiq..'lt. acres or the 
bo.tpitAl facility ar.la in the iatQ8d1at.a future. !'heaa 
agreeMD.t.e and arran4]8menta haw been entered into in 
writing by the State, Tribe and Pederal aqeneiaa. I Ul 
confiileat that with app~priate follow-throuff.l by tM: 
nlevant agencies ed the 7~1be that this aatter vill be 
Ulicably resolYed and tbe riqhta ot the 'fribe preserved. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley B. Patter.on, Jr. 

Mia• CoDat.ance Scott. 
280t Northwat 65th Street 
Seatt.l.e, ubin9ton 9 8117 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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Dear Miaa Hoddereea 
and M18a Durbuu 

November 17, 1916 

4f'his is in reaponae to your recent commanioat:ion 
concerning the Cu.bman HOspital in Tacou, Wdhiaqton • 

• 
On October 30, 1976, t>eputy Under secretary DeJll'lia Ickes 
from the Departme!\t of the Interior and Jteqional Director 
Bvnu4 Kelly of BBW in S•ttle, WUhinqton, joined in an 
aqreement w1 th the Puyallup 'tribe an<5 the State of Wublngtcm 
to return the facility known as CuelUDan aoapltal t.o the 
Puyallup 'l'ribe. fJ.be meana by which this will be acoom­
pliahed will be attendant upon the outaome ot a lepl 
n•lev of the 4aeds of conveyance from the '1'ribe to the 
Unite4 States and from ~· uni~ed Statea t:o th• Sute of 
Waabinqton. Honetheleea, the united State• la coaaltte<t 
to aeekinq the return of tho faci11 ty in trust t:o the 
United State• on behalf of the Puyallup !'rlbe. tn addition, 
arrage=enta were made to have the Department of Health, 
Education, and tfelfare review the land at. the hoapital to 
determine 1f any such landa have been ut.ilized by the State 
of lfaah1n¢oa u required by the ter. of the deed of con ... 
ftyance in 1961. A review ot the land use by aew waa 
perfon.d on October 29 and 30 a4 the decision was made 
by HEW ~o eeek ~. r.-veraion of six to eic.rht: acraa of th• 
hOspital facility area in the immediate future. 'l'hu 
agreaMnta a.n4 arran~nts have been entered into in 
writing by the State, 7ribe and Federal aqenc1ea. I am 
confident that wi tb appropriate follow-through. by the 
relevant agencies and ~· ttrlbe that this matter will be 
amicably reaol'Wtd ana the rights of the '!ribe preserved. 

iaa Gaerry no<ld•r•en M1•• Susan Durham 
232' c .. tro Stree~ 

Sincerely, 

Bradley B .. Pattenon, Jr. 

S~m Pnnciseo, California 94131 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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lfovember 17, 1976 

'l'bia is ia reaponae to yoU" recent c:o unic:a.tion 
coooerning the Olabfaan Bo pi tal in '!'aCOJIUI, Wa•hinqton. 

Oo October 30, 1976, Deputy 'under Seleretary Dennis Iekea 
_ t:roa the Dep.artment of the Interior and Regional Dir.ctor 

Bernard Kelly of HEW 1n Seattle, Wa8hin¢oD, joined in an 
ac;reement with the Puyallup Tribe and the S-tate of wa•b1n¢on 
to retum the facility koown. u Cushun Rospital ~o the 
PuyAllup 'lrlbe. 'fha means by whioh this will bo acoom­
plisbed will be attendant upon the outoom. of a leqal 
review of the dee4a of conveyance fro!!\ the Tribe to ~e 
unl~d States and fr-oa the UniUd State• to tbe State of 
waablnqtoo. Noftetheleaa, tme united State• ia CO\'!Il\itt.ed 
to ... king the return of f:h• facll.ity in t!'lWt to i:he 
United Sta~•• on behalf of t.be Puyallup Tribe. tn addition, 
an.-angements were made to have the Departlllent of Health, 
Bducat.ion, ud Welfare review th• land at the hoepital to 
4 tenille if any such lan4• have lMien utilized by 1:be State 
ot Wuhington •• required by i:he teraa of the deed of oon­
wyance in 1961.. A raviov of the land •• by I!BW vas 
pu-f'oZOMd em Ootobel' 29 anct 30 and the deciaion waa Nc1e 
by IBW to aeek the re,.raton of six ~ ei<jht. aerea of the 
hospital facility area in the i~iat• future. ~·•• 
aqreementa and arrangement-a have befm entered into in 
writ1R9 by the State, Tribe and Federal agenoiea, I am 
confident. that vith appropriate follov-thxougb by the 
nl.vant agenciee pd the Tribe that this ftatter will be 
ud.cably resolve4 end the riqhta of the Tribe pr:aaerved. 

HI:'. Stephen Durbaa 
lG &tat SOla 

\ 

Sinoerely, 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 

ant& Barba~ a, CA11to:mia 9 3101 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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November 17 ~ 1976 

Dear Mias Whittelu 

'lbia ia in response to your recent COWI1Unicat.ion 
conaerning the CU&hman Hospital in Tacoma, Washington. 

On October 30, 19 76, Deputy Under S•cretary Dennia lck.e8 
f~ the Department of the Interior an4 Regional Director 
ernard Eelly of HEW in Seattle, Wash!nqton, jo1n..S in an 

agreement with the Puyallup Tribe an4 the State of Washington 
~o r•turn the facility known •• Cuehman Hospital to the 
Puyallup 'l'ribe. 'lbe means by which thie •ill be accom­
plished will be attendant upon the outcome of a leqal 
reviev ot the deeda of conveyance from the 'fribe ~ the 
United Statea and from the United Statu to the State of 
Wuhln9tQn. N<meth.eleaa, t.he United Statea is COifDitted 
to aeekinq the return of the facility in trust to the 
United States on bebalt of the Puyallup 'rribe. In addition, 
arranqements were ma4e to bave the Departaent of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review the l&nd: at the hospital to 
detemine if any sucb lands have been utilized by the State 
of Waahinqton as required by the terms of the 4eed of con• 
veyance in 1961. A J.'\lltYiew of the land uae by HEW vas 
performed on October 29 and 30 and the decision wu aa.4e 
by Hn to aeek the reveraion of six to eiqh t acrea of the 
boapiUl facility area in the ianediate future. 'l'heae 
agTeements and attan9GJI'MUlts have bflen entered into in 
vri tin<J by the State, Tribe and Federal aqenciea. I am 
confident that with appropriate tollow-tb:rough by the 
r.leftnt agenciea and the Tribe tbat. this matter vill be 
amicably resolved and the ri9ht• ot the Tribe preserved. 

Mi•• Rachel Whitish 
Chairwoaan 

Sincerely, 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 

Shoalwater Bay Indian Tri.be 
!'okelaru!, Waahington 98590 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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Hovember 17, 19 76 

Dear Hr. Wilson: 

Thi• la in reaponee to your reeen~ COJaunication 
concerning t:he Cushman Hospital in fJ.'aooma .. Washington • 

• On October 30, 1976 ~ Deputy Uuder secretary Deftftia lcJcea 
fiOlD the Department. of the Intario~ and Reg-ional Director 
Bernard Kelly of Hf.M in Seattle, Waehinqt:on, join~ in an 
agn ... nt with the ~allup 'rribe and the State of Wuhinqton. 
to return the facU1 ty known u CUShman Hoapi tal to the 
P\IY*llup 4frib&. '.rbe •an• by which tbia will be acoom­
pliahed will be a~tendant upon the outCOIQe of a legal 
review of the t!eeda of conveyance from tbe 'I'ribe to the 
United States and from the United States to the State of 
Wuhington. ROnetheleas, the United StAtes ia C01IEd. tted 
to aeekin9 the return of tbe facility in trust to the 
United Statea on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe. In addition, 
attangeJaentll vera made to bave the Department of Heal t...~, 
E<luoation, ud Welfare revi.., the land at the hospital to 
det.eJ:'IIine if any suob lands have been utilized by the State 
of Waabin<Jt:on u requiJ:"ed by the teru of the deed of c:on­
wyance in 1961. A r•view of the land uae by flEW was 
perforaed on October 29 and 30 aad the <!eciaion was JMde 
by UElf to ••ek the rever•ion ot six to eiqht acres of t.he 
bo8pi tal fac111 t.y area in the immediate future. 'ftleae 
aqraeme.nta and arrangement• have been entered into in 
wr1tin9 by the Sta", 'i'ribe and Pet!eral aqenciea. I am 
confident that wltb appropr1at• follov-througb by ~ 
relevant agencies and the '.t'ribe that thia matter will be 
amicably n•olftd and tlto riqht• of ~· 1Tibe preserved. 

Hr. Jtoy I. Wilson 
Tribal CbaJ.rmen 
Collllt.z Irulian Tribe 
2815 Dale Lane~ Eaat 
Tacoma, waehinqt:on t8.tlt 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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Sincerely, 

Bradley H. Petterson, Jr. 



NoY&mber 17" 1976 

Dear Ml•• Colquet~ 

Tbia is in re•ponse to your recent communication 
concerninc;y tbe CWJtulan !los pi tal in -racol!Ul, Waahlngt.on .. 

On October 30, 19 76, Deputy •under secretary Dennis Iek88 
froa the Department of the Interior and Reqional Director 
Bernard Kelly of BBW in Seattle, Wuhington, joined in an 
agreement with tho Puyallup Tribe and the tate of washington 
t:o return the facility known as cua!unan ao•pi tal to the 
Puyallup Tribe. 'ftut Mane by which thia will be accom­
pllahe4 will be attendant upon tbe outeoma of a leqal 
reriev of the deed.• of conveyance froa the Tribe to the 
United States and from the United States to the State of 
Waehinqton. tlonethelees, the United States ls OONDitted 
to aeekinq ~· return of tbe facility in trust to the 
United Stat .. on b(thalf ot the Puyallup Tribe. In addition, 
arrangements were made to have the Oeparttaent of Health, 
Education, and Welfare review the land at the hospital to 
detendne if any eucb lands have been utilized by ~he State 
of Waahlnqtoa as r~ired by the teru of the deed of con­
veyance 1n 1961. A h'ri.ew of the land WJe by HEW vas 
perfoZ'I'fWtd on October l9 and 30 and the decision vaa made 
by BEW t.o aaek the reversion of •1x to eight acres of the 
ho•pit:al facility area in the ~iat.e future. 1'1\eae 
agreements and ar~uqements have ~n entered into in 
writing by the St.ate, Tribe and Federal •<.J•nciea.. I U'l 
confident that with appropriate follow-through by the 
relevant aqenciea and the Tribe that thia matter will be 
amicably re•olved and the rights of the Tribe preserved. 

Misa Mary Colquet 
Buaineae Manager 
Cowlit~ Xndian Tribe 
2815 Dale Lane, bat 
'!'acoma, Waahinqton 98424 

BBP:plr 
BBP-5 
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Sincerely, 

Bradley H. Patterson, Jr. 



ttoV'e!lber 17, 1976 

Dear Prienda: 

Tbia ia in reaponae to your recent comagnicatinn 
ooncernin9 the CWJhalan Hoapi tal in lfacou, Washington. 

On October lO, 1976, Deputy 'UDder Secretary Dennla Ickea 
from the Departaent of the Interior aaa Reqional Director 
Bemard Kelly ot ltmf in Seattl, Wuhingt.on, joined in an 
aqnement with the Puyallup !'ribe and tl\e State of Wuhinqt:on 
to return the faoili ty Jtnown •• Cuahman Hoapi tal to the 
Puyallup 7ribe. ~· JMana by which thi• will be aooom­
pli•hed will be attendant. upon tbe outooM of • le~al 
review of the deeda of conveyance from tbe 'rribe to the 
United State• ana fro• the United States to the State of 
wublngton. NOn.etlleleea, the United States is comsdt:t&d 
to seeking the return ot tbe facility in trust to ttha 
United Statu on behalf of the Puyallup 'tribe. In addition, 
attangemaAta vee Mde to bave the Depart.ment of Health, 
Education# and Welfare review the land at the hoapital to 
cleteJ!'aine if any auoh lods have been utilized by ~he State 
of Wuhinqtou u requ1re4 by the teJ:a~ of the deed of con­
veyan~ ia 1961. A ~:evlew of t:hG land uee by HW wu 
~rtormed on October 29 and 30 &ftd the deaiaion wae made 
by HEW to aeek the revenion ot alx to eight acrea ot the 
ho•pttal facility al'Wia in the illllftediate future. The•e 
agftement:s an4 arrangeMent• have been entered into in 
writinq by the State, 'tribe and Federal apnclee. X Ut 
ocm.fident t.ha~ wl t.'l appropr!at!e follow-through by the 
relevant aqenciea an4 the -rrtbtl th&1: thia matter will be 
aicably resolved and~· riqhts of th !'ribe pxuerved. 

at:iv. Aaorican 
Solidarity COmmittee 

1\SO 383 

Sincerely, 

Bradley H. Patt:enon, Jr. 

tJDi verai ty of Maa•aetuwetta 
Amherat, Maeaachuaett8 OlOOl 

BRP:plr 
BIIP-5 
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November 17, 19 7~ 

Dear Friends: 

'J.'bis ia in responae to your recent communication 
oonoerninq tbe Cua~n Hospital in Tacoma, Waahin9ton. 

On OOt.ober 30, lt 76, Deputy. Under Secretary Dennis Iekea 
from the Departaent. of the Interior and Reqional Director 
Barnar:d ltelly of HBW in Seattle, Waahinqt.on, joined in an 
aqreement witb the Puyallup Tribe and the state of Waahin<}ton 
to retum the facility known aa Cwrbman Hospital. to the 
Puyall\lp Tr1b6. The moans by which tbia will be accoa­
pliahed will be attendant upon the ou·t.aome of a leqal 
:review of the a • .as of aonwyance from the Tribe to the 
United States and from t:he United States to the State of 
Waehinqton. Nonetheless, the united Statea ie eol!IDitted 
to aeekinq t.be return of the facility in trust to the 
Uni~ed States on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe. In a~ditlon, 
arrang'ellell~ were made to haw the Department of Health, 
Bdueat.ion. and Welfare reviev the land at the hoapital to 
determine if any audh lands have been utilized by the State 
of WB•bington u required by the tema ot the d-.4 of aon­
ftyance in 1961. A review of tbe land use by mm was 
performed on October: 29 and 30 ~md the decision vu -.de 
by mnr to SMk the reftraion of aix to eiqht acres of the 
hoapital. facility area in the immediate future. These 
agreelft8nta and arrangements have been entered into in 
wrii:ln9 by the St.ate, 'l'ribe and Federal ag"encies. I am 
confident that vitb appropriate follow-~hrouqh by tbe 
relevant aqencies and the !f.tribe that thia IWltter will be 
ud.cably resolved and the rights of the ~!be preserved. 

Sincerely, 

Bradley s. Pa~tenon, Jr .. 

Liberation League 
Tacoma Dranob Younq Workers 
1236 sout:h Adam 
hcoiUl, wa.hington 98405 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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Novamber 11, 1976 

This ts in reaponae to your recent OODilUllica ion 
eoJ\Cernin9 the Coabman Hoapit;al in Tacoma,. waahin¢on. 

On October lO 1 1976, Deputy Under Secretary Dttnnia tckea 
from the Department of the Interior and Reqional Director 
Bemard Jtelly of Hmt in Seat.tl.e, Wa•hlnqton, joined in an 
agreemant with ~ l'uyallup Tribe and tN. State of Washington 
t:o return the facility known u CUabJaan Hospital to tbe 
Puyallup 1'ribe. '.rhe means by which this will be aacom­
pl18be4 will be attendant upon the outcome ot a lft9&]. 
reriev of the deeds of conveyance from the 'lribe to t...l\e 
United States and from t:he United States to the State of 
Wuhinqton. NOnetheless, t.he United Stat.ea 1a oonaitt.ed 
to aeek1ft9 the return of tb• facility in truat to the 
United States on behalf of the Puyallup 'l'rlbe. In addit.ionr 
arrangemenu were made to have the Depart.Mftt of Health, 
Bducatlon, and Welfare review the land at the hoapital to 
determine 1f any auch lands have been ut.iliaed by the State 
ot Washington aa requind by the terms of t.he dM<l of aon­
wyance in 19,1. A reriev of the land use by HEW was 
perfonae4 on Oc~ber 29 and 30 and the decision vas -a. 
by nEW to aeek th• revenion of eix to eiqbt acre• of the 
hospital facility ar.a in the immediate future. ~••• 
agreements and arrangomenta have been entered into in 
vrit.inq by the State, Tribe and Federal agenci... I am 
oonf14ent. that. with appropr1&te tollow-th~uqh by the 
relevant agenc1•• and the ~ribe that tbia matter will b• 
aJd.CAlbly resolved Aftd the riqbta ot ~be 'tribe preserved. 

Miaa Gail Sullivan 
8 x... Str et 

Sincerely, 

ao.erYllle, Haeaachuaetta 02145 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 

• 



Novenber 17, 1976 

O.ar Priendas 

'fbia ia in response to your recent COJ&munication 
concerning the CU•b•n Hospital in Tacoma, Washington. 

On October lo, 19 76 1 t>eputy •Under Secretary Dennie Ickes 
trom the Depart.Jaent of! the Interior and Jleq!onal Director 
3emard Kelly of saw in Seattle,. waahinCJton, joined in an 
agreeaent 11lth tbe Puyallup '!'ribe and the Stat.e of Wubinqton 
to r.t.urn the facility kDOWft aa CUShman Hospital to the 
Puyallup Tr1lwt. -:he means by which this wUl be acaom­
pl1•bed will be attendant upon the outcome of a leqal 
review of the deeda of conveyance from the Tribe to the 
United St•te• and from the United States to the State of 
Waehington. Nonetheless, the United States is aommitted 
to aeekin9 t:he return of the facility in trust: to the 
United Statu on behalf of the Puyallup Tribe.. In addition, 
arranqeJil81\U were made to have the Department of Health, 
Mucation, and Welfaxe review the land at the hospital to 
deteadne 1£ any such lands have been utilized by tbe St.ate 
of wa•hiaqton as required by the terms of the deed of con­
ftY4nee in 1961. A review of the land use by HEW was 
per.fo~ on Octobfll!' 29 and 30 and the decision was made 
by HEW to eeek t.'te reversion of six to eight acres of t:he 
hospital f•cility area in the isnediat.e future. 'I'beae 
agneaenta an4 arrang91'18nt.s have been entered lnto in 
wrttinq by the State, TJ:ibe and: Federal aqenoiea. I aa 
confident that with appropriate follow-through by tba 
nlevant ageacia ad f!be 'frl.be that this JD&tter will be 
amlcably resolved and t.b4 rigbta of t.be Tribe pras•rv'ed· 

BOston Bat.! ve American 
Solidarity COmmtttee 

8 Lee Straet 
SOMI.'V.llle, Maeeachuaetta 

BHP:plr 
BHP-5 
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Slnoerely, 

Bradley H. Pat:t.eraon, Jr. 

,.,.. .... 
, ,.. ~-· r ;_I, . 

02145 ~ ·~("'' -· 



Department of the Interior 

Office of the Under Secretary 

Date 11-10-76 

Referred to: Brad Patterson 

From: R. Dennis Ickes 
--~~-----------

For: Necessary action and return 

Prepare reply for U/S signature 

Reply on behalf of U/S 

Per our conversatio~ 

Information and return 

Information 

Return to U/S by 

Remarks: 

• 

Brad: This was an editorial reaction 
-------------------------

from Tacoma, No credit cast our 

direction. 

R. Dennis Ickes 
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Puyallups harm cause. 
Federa' Judge ~orren E. in wide!v maced and often inad­Sharp minced no words. He equate £acuities. called the Puyallup Indian take- Bennett and her follower~ over of the Cascadia Juvenile showed callous disregard forth' Diagnostic Center "highhanded, fact some of the disturbe( foolish and irresponsible." youngsters at the center couk Agreed. Ramona Bennett and have suffered further damag( her followers have done the by thei-r abrupt and unexpecteG Puyallup Indian Tribe consider- ouster. able harm in their ill-advised The most disturbing aspect of armed occupation of the former a bad situation was the use of Cushman Indian Hospital. arms. Self-appointed "guards'' They have endangered lives patroled the building and its and property, and it is only be- grounds with handguns cause of the remarkable calm strapped to their sides. There and patient restraint by state were veiled references to their and Tacoma officials t!1at no one gp_"sibte<use in statements about was hurt. Dr. Milton Burdman, what might happen should ef­secretary of State Department forts be made to evict them. of Social and Health Services, The takeover won them a , and Tacoma Police Chief Wil- great deal of publicity, but it is liam Perrett deserve high praise not the way the Puyallup Indi­for their skillful and sensitive ans should pursue what they handling of a difficult situation. claim to be their legal rights to Bennett and her band must be the facility. The proper avenue held accountable for any dam- is through the courts. age or injury that resulted from By deciding to ignore legal their action. It is evident some means in favor of the dramatic property has been damaged and headline-catching armed take­stolen. Indians spray-painted over, the Puyallup Tribal Conn­markings on state-owned vehi- cil has raised doubts about the cles which they took over for sincerity of its stated desire to their use as "Indian Patrol" utilize the Cascadia facility as an Indian health center. cars. The Indians already had ac-Indians were seen in the build- cess to Cascadia. In fact, the ing wearing clothing "appropri- takeover occurred during an In­a ted" from the center's dian open house held in the up­warehouse, and they helped per floor of the building. Indians themselves to food supplies. were there for dinner, and there There are also reports some per- were dances and songs by tribal sonal belongings of youngsters elders. Ramona Bennett and her who had been housed in Casca- group used the event as a ruse to dia were stolen. infiltrafe the~ building hr their The Indians showed little con- takeover. sideration for the harm they Judge Sharp again pL:l it well might have caused the children when he called it a ''sf-;,· -defeat­who were residents of the diag- ing" situation and s1.1.· ~=estfd nostic center. Their treatment there must be "wiser-b• ·'ds'' in and processing were interrupted the Puyallup Indian Tri:;e than and their lives disrupted by the those who conceived th1~ Casca­~eover. They had to be housed dia incident . 
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The Honorable Daniel J. Evans 
Governor of Washington 
Olympia, Washington 

Dear Governor Evans: 

On October 30, 1976 the Secretary of the Department of 
Social and Health Services of the State of Washinaton, 
acting on behalf of the State, executed a written-agreement 
with the Tribal Council of the Puyallup 'lribe of Indians 
and with representatives of our two Departments concerning 
the custody and legal status of certain property on which 
the Cushman Indian Hospital was previously situated and on 
which is now located the Cascadia Juvenile Reception and 
Diagnostic Center. As one.of the terms of this agreement, 
the Secretary of the United States Department of the Interior 
agreed to review the 1961 deed of conveyance of the property 
from the United States to the State of ~vashington to determine 
if the conveyance was valid and whether the State had com­
plied with its terms and conditions. The Department of the 
Interior further agreed to take whatever action was 
appropriate in light of the results of the review. 

Since entering into the agreement with the State and the 
tribe, pur two Departments have separately reviewed the deed 
of conveyance and the present legal status of the property. 
Each Department has reached the same conclusion, namely, that 
the action of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
in declaring the Cushman Hospital site "excess 11 in 1959, a,nd 
in conveying the site as "surplus" to the State of Washington 
in 1961 for use as a health or education facility (not 
necessarily for Indians), was inconsistent with the legisla­
tion authorizing the conveyance of the land from the Tribe 
to the United States. Our two Departments have also con­
cluded, as a result of our review, that the title to the land 
is properly vested in the United States. 

We have reviewed these conclusions with the Department of 
Justice, and that Department concurs in our views • 
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The Honorabl: Daniel J. Evans -- Page 2 

We are encl• 
detail the :: 

~g a joint staff memorandum setting forth in 
-ons for our conclusions. 

Given the cc ~~usion of this legal review, we believe that 
it would be ~=sirable to arran9e a meeting between repre­
sentatives of our departments and the State of Washington to 
determine ap?ropriate steps for returning possession of the 
land to the United States, including the exploration by HEW 
of the possibility of obtaining funds to compensate the 
State for the value of the improvements lost by transferring 
the property back to the United States. We hope that this 
meeting can be arranged as soon as possible, preferably 
within the next two weeks. 

• 

Deputy Under Secretary 
Department of Interior 

Marjorie Lynch 
Under Secretary 
Department of Health, Education, 

and vlelfare 
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LEGAL REVIEW OF THE TRANSFER 
Of THE CUSHMAN INVIAN HOSPITAL 

TO THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 

We have been asked to examine the legal aspects of the 
transfer of the Cushman Indian Hospital site to the State of 
Washington. The Puyallup tribe desires that the Federal 
Government recover the site of the former Cushman Indian 
Hospital from its present owner, the State of Washington, so 
that it can be held in trust for this tribe for use as a 
medical center for the Puyallups and other Indian people. 

For the reasons stated below, we conclude the Government had 
no authority to have the Cushman Indian Hospital site 
declared surplus and transferred to the State of Washington. 
We further conclude that the Government may recover the 
property and restore it to the use for which it was origi­
nally conveyed to the United States by the tribe. 

I. Legal Issues Presented 

There are two legal issues presented. The first is whether 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare was author­
ized to dispose of this hospital's site as surplus. 

The second issue, assuming the Department lacked the author­
ity to dispose of the property, is whether the State of 
Washington is obligated to transfer the property to the 
United States so that it may be used for the purpose for 
which it was acquired by the United States. 

• 
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II. Background 

The Cushman site was originally part of a large area of land 
ceded in 1854 to the United States by nine tribes, including 
the Puyallups, in the Treaty of Medicine Creek. 1/ The·treaty 
provided, among other things, that some of the land including 
the disputed site would be r~served for Indian use, and that 
education and health care would be provided the signatory 
tribes by the Federal Government at the central agency for 
Puget Sound. 

Pursuant to the treaty, approximately 18,000 acres were set 
aside as a reservation for the Puyallup Tribe by Executive 
Order of President Franklin Pierce on January 20, 1857. 
Most of the original reservation was allotted to individual 
members of the tribe or sold for the tribe's benefit. 
Certain land was retained, including the Cushman site. 2/ 
However, the boundaries of the reservation remain as originally 
established. United States v. State of Washington, 496 F.2d 
620 (9th Cir. 1974); cert. den. 419 u.s. 1032. Several 
small tracts remained as tribal trust property after the 
allotment process was completed. See Opinion of Solicitor 
of Interior ~1-36825, !-larch 26, 1971. 

The Cushman site was first used as a site for a boarding 
school for the Puyallups. 3/ The first physician to reside 
there arrived in 1878. The-school was converted to a hospital 
in 1929. Under the terms of a 1929 lease, the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs paid the Puyallups $9,000 per year rent for 
the property. By 1930, Cushman was both a general hospital 
and tuberculosis sanatorium. It also provided outpatient 
and clinic services. However the administrators of the 
hospital at this time viewed the facility's physical plant 
as less than adequate to its purposes. 

1/ 

y 

3/ 

10 Stat. 1132, signed December 26, 1854; ratified, 
March 3, 1855. Charles J. Kappler, Indian Laws and 
Treaties, Vol. II, p. 661, Washington, D.C., Government 
Pr~nt~ng Office, 1904. 

Act of March 3, 1893, 27 Stat. 612, 633. 

See Act of June 12, 1906, 34 Stat. 377, which authorized 
the sale of other tribal lands, the proceeds to be used 
.to establish "an industrial and manual training school 
for the Puyallup and allied tribes and bands at the site 
of the present Indian school." 
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In 1931, the Bureau of Indian affairs offered an appraisal 
of $235,000 for the site, which the tribe accepted. A 
letter dated March 4, 1937 from the Superintendent of the 
local Indian Agency indicated the Puyallups still desired to 
sell the land at the 1931 price, despite an additional 
$200,000 worth of improvements that had been made to the 
site. The Superintendent indicated that continued acceptance 
of the offer to purchase was at,least in part motivated by a 
desire to see Cushman further improved. The Government did 
not wish to see the value of further improvements accrue 
solely to the Puyallups, and desired to have complete owner­
ship before further improvements were made. 4/ 

At the 1931 tribal meeting where the appraisal was offered, 
the Puyallups were assured by the then hospital director 
that the Puyallups would continue to receive medical services 
at Cushman after the sale, and could continue to have jobs 
there. 5/ 

Congress passed an Act authorizing the purchase of the 
Cushman Hospital site "for Indian sanatorium purposes" by 
the Secretary of Interior from the Puyallups at the 1931 
appraisal price. Acceptance of their per capita share of 
the payment, according to the statute, was to !lbe recognized 
as completely extinguishing any and all right or interest 
such member of the tribe might have had in said property." 
The final section of the Act provided that members of the 
tribe would not, however, be barred from receiving medical 
care at the sanatorium. 6/ 

Letter of Supt. o.c. Upchurch.to Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs, Harch 4, 1937. 

!~nutes of Tribal meeting, June 30, 1931. 

The August 11, 1939 Act provides as follows: 

"That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to acquire, from the Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians of Washington, for Indian sanato­
rium purposes, tracts numbered 6 and 7, containing 
thirty-eight and fifty one-hundredths acres, 

·including all tribal-owned improvements thereon, 
of the Indian addition to the City of Tacoma, 
Washington, established under the Act of ~arch 3, 
1893 {27 Stat. 633); title to be conveyed to the 
United States by such tribal officials as the 
Puyallup Tribal Council shall authorize by resolu­
tion and by such form of relinquishment or deed as 
the Secretary of the Interior may designate. 
(continued on next page) 

• 
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In 1940, the tribe deeded "all right, title, .and interest" 
in the property to the United States. This quitclaim deed, 
in its preamble, recited the statutory authority for 
purchase of the land for "Indian sanatorium purposes." 

The hospital facility was under the administration of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs until transferred to the Deoartrnent 
of Health, Education, and wetfare (HEW) pursuant to the 
Act of August 5, 1954, 42 u.s.c. 2001. HEW operated a 
hospital and sanatorium for Indians in the facility until 
July 1, 1959, when it was closed. On July 1, 1961, the 

' facility was conveyed by quitclaim deed to the State of 
Washington for "public health and education purposes" pur­
suant to the Federal Property and Administrative Services 
Act of 1949, 42 u.s.c. 484. The quitclaim deed conveying 
the property contained a reversionary right in the United 
.States if the property was no longer used for health and 
education purposes. That right of ·reentry, the deed provides, 

Ftnte. 6 cont'd: 

Sec. 2. In order to carry out the provisions of 
section 1 hereof there is hereby authorized to be 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury of 
the United States not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of $228,525, which sum shall be distributed 
by the Secretary of the Interior in equal shares 
to the tribal members of the Puyallup Indian Tribe, 
determined in accordance with the constitution and 
bylaws of the tribe approved !·tay 13, 1936, as of 
the date of the passage of this Act, under such 
rules and regulations as he may prescribe: Provided, 
That acceptance by each individual, or by his or 
her natural legal guardian or heirs, of the pro 
rata share of the amount hereby authorized as 
completely extinguishing any and all right or 
interest such member of the tribe might have had 
in said property. 

Sec. 3. The fulfillment of the prov~s~ons of 
section 2 hereof shall not bar the hospitaliza­
tion of or medical attention to members of the 
Puyallup Tribe at the Indian sanatorium referred 
to in section 1." 

• 
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would have to be exercised within 20 years of the 
initial conveyance, or before July 1, 1980. The present use 
of the property--at least this 30.1 acre portion of it--by 
the State, as the Cascadia Juvenile Diagnostic and Treatment 
Center, apparently is in accordance with its original proposal 
to HEW. 7/ 

• 

III. Legal Analysis 

In construing the act authorizing the purchase of the Cushman 
Hospital site, we must use rules of construction applicable 
to statutes affecting Indians. Doubtful expressions in acts 
relating to Indians, instead of being resolved in favor of 
the United States, are to be resolved in favor of the Indians. 
United States v. Santa Fe·Pacific R. Co., 314 U.S. 339 (1941), 
rehearing den. 314 u.s. 716. This is particularly true when 
the act purports to extingpish Indian title, Santa Fe, supra; 
Spaulding v. Chandler, 160 u.s. 394, (1896); u.s. ex rel 
Shoshone Indian Tribe v. Seaton, 248 F.2d 154 (D.C. Cir. 1957), 
cert. den~ed 355 u.s. 923, and Congressional intent must be 
clear in order to overcome the construction of the act in 
favor of the Indians, De Coteau v. District Countv Court for 
the lOth Judicial District, 420 U.S. 425 {1975), rehearing 
denied 421 u.s. 939 (1975). In addition, statutes passed for 
the benefit of dependent Indian tribes are to be liberally 
construed in favor of the Indians, Rockbridge v. Lincoln, 
449 F.2d 567 (9th Cir., 1971). 

11 The recent October 30, 1976 agreement between the Puyallup 
Tribe, the State of Washington and the United States, 
however, declares that a described portion of the tract 
is no longer used in accordance with the provisions of the 
deed and that title is revested in the u.s. It should be 
noted that while a total of 38.5 acres (Tracts 6 and 7) 
was initially conveyed to the United States, the Tribe 
here seeks recovery of 30.1 acres • 
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All of these rules of construction can reasonably be applied 
to the Act of August 11, 1939. It authorizes the purchase 

· of land for Indian sanatorium purposes and is clearly a 
statute passed for the benefit of Indians generally, explicitly 
including the Puyallups. It also terminates at least some 
property rights of the Puyallups, thereby altering rights 
granted by the Treaty of Medic~ne Creek, supra. The statute 
is ambiguous in at least one respect in that it does not 
specify the length of time for which the land must be used 
for an Indian sanatorium. Considering the rules of construc­
tion outlined above, we conclude that the Act of August 11, 
1939 must be construed as appropriating the land for Indian 
sanatorium purposes. As such, it would constitute a reserva­
tion of the land for the stated purpose and a restriction on 
its use. 

In addition, the Act should be const~ued as providing that 
the land should continue to be reserved for this use until 
otherwise directed by Congress. This would be the construc­
tion most favorable to the Indians. Further, when 25 u.s.c. 
462 was enacted on June 18, 1934, it provided that then 
existing periods of trust placed upon any Indian land were 
extended and continued until otherwise directed by Congress. 
While this statute does not directly control here, it can be 
taken as an expression of Congressional intent that restric­
tions placed by Congress on land for the Indians' benefit 
remain.until Congress authorizes removal of the restrictions. 
If the Act of August 11, 1939 is construed in this way, the 
Cushman Hospital site could be used for non-Indian purposes 
only if Congress authorized it. 8/ 

!/ The question has also been raised whether the restric­
tions and obligations discussed above can be imposed on 
the State of Washington. There are cases holding that 
when land is subject to restrictions allowing Indian use 
of the land, a purchaser of the land takes title subject 
to those restrictions, absent a clear Congressional 
intent to eliminate those restrictions, Soaulding, 
supra; Minnesota, supra: Ahtanum, supra. However there 
are no cases holding that an affirmative duty to provide 
services can be imposed upon a subsequent holder of 
title. Given the apparent inability to impose these 
duties on the State of Washington, the only practical 
way for the United States to meet its obligations would 
be to recover the land from the State of Washington~ 
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Construing the Act of August 11, 1939 as having reserved 
the CUshman Indian Hospital site for Indian sanatorium pur­
poses until Congress directed otherwise, then it was outside 
of the scope of the surplus property provisions of the Federal 
Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949, 40 u.s.c. 
484. The definition of "property" in that Act, found in 40 
u.s.c. 472(d), excludes the public domain and excludes lands 
reserved from the public domain unless the Secretary of the 
Interior, with the concurrence of the Administrator of GSA, 
finds that the land would be uhsuitable for return to the 
public domain. There appears to have been no such finding. 
The land could be said to have been reserved from the public 
domain by the Treaty of Medicine Creek, and therefore not 
subject to the surplus property provisi0ns of 40 u.s.c. 484. 
The uses for which it was reserved were merely modified by 
the Act of August 11, 1939. Ash Sheep Company v. United 
States, 252 U.S. 159 (1920}. 

Moreover, before property_can be declared surplus under 40 
u.s.c •. 484, it must be found to be "excess property" by the 
agency holding the property. In 40 u.s.c. 472(e) "excess 
property" is defined as property not required for the dis­
charge of the agency's responsibilities. Construing the Act 
of August 11, 1939 to create an obligation to use the land 
for Indian health purposes, and those responsibilities 
having been placed with HEW, then the land could not be said 
to be "excess property." 

In addition, there is 11 a familiar principle ofpublic land 
law that statutes providing generally for disposal of the 
public domain are inapplicable to lands which are not 
unqualifiedly subject to sale and disposal because they have 
been appropriated to some other purpose." United States v. 
O'Donnell, 303 u.s. 501, 510 (1938). Also, United States v. 
Minnesota, 270 U.S. 181 (1925); F.P.C. v. State of Oregon, 
349 U.S. 435 (1955). Even though these cases refer to 
statutes providing for the disposal of the public domain, 
there is no apparent reason why there should be a different 
rule for the disposal under 40 u.s.c. 484 of lands reserved 
for use for Indian purposes. 

In United States v. Minnesota, supra, patents for land that 
was w1th1n lands granted to the State of ~innesota under a 
general swamp lands grant were cancelled because the land was 
reserved for Indian use. The swamp lands grant was by statute, 
but the Court held that patents issued under the grant were 
issued in disregard of the obligations to the Indians, 
which the United States had assumed and was still bound to 
respect. 
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In the Minnesota case, the·Court also ruled that, since i-t 
was still necessary to meet the obligations to the Indians, 
it was necessary to allow the United States to sue to 
cancel the patents in order to meet those obligations. See 
also, Cramer v. United States, 261 u.s. 219 (1923), and 
United States v. Ahtanum Irrigation District, 236 F.2d 321 
(9th Cir. 1956), cert. denied 336 U.S. 968. 

A si-milar result was reached in•United States v. O'Donnell, 
supra, where the United States sued to qu1et title to land 
that it held as a result of a conveyance from persons who 
had held the land under a !texican land grant, a grant the 
United States had been obligated to respect by a treaty with 
Mexico. The Court denied a claim by a party who had pur­
chased the land from the State of California. California 
had been granted the land as a part of a general statutory 
swamp lands grant, four years before the United States had 
purchased the specific parcels from the holder of the ~·1exi­
can grap.ts. 

These cases also hold that laches and estoppel are not avail­
able as a defense against such a suit by the Government. 
Cramer v. United States, supra: United States v. State of 
California, 322 u.s 19 (1947). In Un1ted States v. O'Donnell, 
supra, 78 years had passed since the grant to California, and 
in United States v. Minnesota, supra, 66 years had passed 
before suit was filed. In Ahtanum, supra, at 334, the Court 
pointed out that there is "a special reason why the Indians' 
property may not be lost through adverse possession, laches 
or delay. This [citing United States v. 7,405.3 Acres of 
Land, 97 F.2d 417 (4th Cir.)] arises out of the prov1s1ons of 
Title 25 u.s.c.A. 177, R.S. 2116, which forbids the acquisition 
of Indian·lands or of any title or claim thereto except by 
treaty or convention." 

In summary, we conclude that the Act of August 11, 1939 
created a restriction on and reservation of the Cushman 
Hospital site that could only be removed under authority 
from Congress. Therefore, the sale of the land to the 
State of Washington was outside the authority granted by 
Congress. We thus conclude that the United States could 
request the State of Washington to execute a quitclaim 
deed for the property in favor of the United States, or, 
if this cannot be accomplished, we could initiate legal 
action to reassert the title of the United States to this 
land. 

• 
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Insurrect jon 
Puyallups Ewllci: Si:ai:e 
From Wribal Properi:y 
by Sam Deaderick 

A small but daring group of Pacific 
Northwest Indians, the Puyallups, 
electrified the nation on the evening of 
October 23 when the courageous tribe 
suddenly and efficiently took control of 
Cascadia Juvenile Reception and 
Diagnostic Center-beautiful land and 
buildings on the Puyallup. River that once 
were theirs but had been lost for years to 
the thieving and deceitful federal and State 
governments. 

For seven eventful days after the 
stunning takeover, the entire Northwest 
held its breath as the Puyallups coolly 
consolidated their occupation of the 
premises. Cascadia Center, once the 
Cushman Indian Hospital, is just outside 
'the city of Tacoma in Pierce County, 
Washington, thirty miles from Seattle. 
And for a solid week it hosted hundreds of 
Indians and their supporters, nervous State 
and federal bureaucrats forced into 
negotiations, and an excited press corps. 

The surprise uprising resulted in a 
substantial victory for the Puyallups. An 
official agreement between the tribe, the 
State and the federal government was 

finally hammered out at the eleventh hour, 
virtually guaranteeing the return · of 
Cascadia to the trusteeship of the United 
States for use by the Puyallup Tribe as a 
medical and social welfare center for its 
people. 

This reporter joined the tribal forces 
on Sunday, the day after the successful 
takeover, and I remained with them 
until the Agreement was signed and 
everybody departed from Cascadia. 

What follows is the actual, almost 
totally eyewitness, account of one heroic 
week in October when local Native 
Americans, bitte'r over years of neglect of 
their claim for reversion of Cascadia to 
tribal control, startled the State of 
Washington by taking the offensive 
against it and pressuring both State and 
federal governments into far-reaching 
concessions. 

The intrepid Puyallups have added yet 
another historic chapter to the saga of the 
long and agonizing war of survival by 
Indians against the American ruling class, 
and I am proud and grateful that I was 

continued on next page 
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continued from preceding page 
permitted to share this stirring experience 
with them. 

Lenore Norrgard, my FSP comrade and 
a member of Radical Women, also joined 
the occupation. Many of the Indians there 
knew her from her long involvement with 
Native American struggles through the 
Evergreen State College, where she is a 
student and activist. Her excellent 
photographs, taken during her breaks from 
the work we were all engaged in, are 
featured throughout the pages of this issue 
of the Freedom Socialist. 

••••• 
On Saturday evening, October 23, 

about 200 members and guests of the 
Puyallup Tribe were at the Cascadia 
detention facility celebrating the opening 
of a new Indian clinic on the grounds. 

The Puyallups vividly recalled the time 
when the sprawling institution was the 
Cushman Indian Hospital, serving Native 
Americans from Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, Montana and Alaska. The 
Puyallups had relinquished the land to the 
federal government for $228,000 in return 
for a promise that the site would be·used to 
supply desperately needed medical care 

for Indians. But the federal Department.of 
Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) 
illegally closed the hospital in 1959 and 
then transferred ownership to the State in 
1961. 

The Puyallups had been tricked out of 
their land and their own hospital. And 
now, ironically, they were "celebrating" 
the State's miserly concession of an 
extremely limited medical service on the 
very site once dedicated completely to 
Indian health care. 

But the Puyallups had plans for a greater 
celebration later that evening. At 6:15 
p.m., after 150 juvenile prisoners 
incarcerated in detention units finished 

. dinner, a band of 50 Indians descended 
from their 5th floor open house and 
casually swarmed through the huge main 
building. Accompanied by their tribal 
police, who are always uniformed and 
armed while on duty, they firmly served a 
previously prepared eviction noti~ on the 
assistant shift officer, seized the 

_switchboard and a·ssumed controJ of the 
building. 

In a calm but decisive act of 
revolutionary transformation of property 
relations, they completed the 
expropriation by announcing that the 
entire institution was, in the words of 
Resolution #76-10-23 of the Puyallup 
Tribal Council, "in the possession of the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians as its sovereign 
and rightful owners." 

"We've been involved in the legislative 
process for the past several years and have 
now decided to act,'' said Ramona 
Bennett, tribal chairwoman. "The 
hospital is ours and we have it. We are the 
PUyallup- nation." · 

Anatomy of an Expropriation 
For the next week, the Indians 

administered the facility. Puyallups and 
supporters from other tribes ran the huge 
kitchen, serving three meals a day to as 
many as 200 people. 
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Lenore and I spent a great deal of time 
working in this giant-sized institutional 
kitchen. Very few of us had ever cooked, 
serve<;!, or cleaned on such a massive 
scale, but necessity quickly taught us how. 
Nobody went hungry. One night we 
cooked a delicious Indian dinner of fresh 
salmon brought in by Indian fishermen and 
broiled with buttered onions, com-on-the­
cob and fried bread. From the appetites of 
the hungry diners, it was more than 
obvious that occupying forces, like 
armies, march on their stomachs. 

A complex security system was 
maintained, including appropriated State 
autos utilized as mobile units. Sentries 
were posted at the entry gate, on the 
rooftops and throughout the site, 
maintaining communications via a walkie­
talkie radio network. Lenore and I were 
also able to work within the S«:!curity 
system, watching the entrances to the 
facility from the roof and from the ground. 

One day we were assigned to check 
people in and out of the clinic, which was 
still in operation. I had the opportunity to 
discuss the occupation with two white · 
construction workers entering the clinic to 
talk to the director. After I explaint<d why I 
had to take their names, they asked if the 
Indians had occupied the entire 30 acres. 
When I said, "They sure have!" they 

. responded, "Good for them. It's about 
time!" 

Childcare was organized, the 
switchboard operated, supplies were 
purchased and distributed, floors were 
mopped, and friendly visitors, after 
clearance from the gate patrol, were 
welcomed. 

A skeleton crew from the previous 
Cascadia staff was invited inside to 
evacuate the juvenile residents, and State 
authorities agreed to transfer the inmates. 
The State has consistently maintained that 
it would take up to two years to arrange 
new facilities for the juveniles, yet all the 
young people were evacuated within 48 
hours of the dramatic takeover. As the kids 
left, many of them shoved upraised fists 
out of the bus windows, shouting ''Indian 
Power!'' and ''Where have you been so 
long?" 

Cascadia is a notorious prison 
' warehouse for delinquent youth. (Editor's 
Note: For more on this subject, see Clara 
Fraser's interview of Ramona Bennett on 
page 9). 

During the week-long occupation, 
supplies and money were continually 

of 



• 
e ICa 

donated by supporters on the outside. 
Reporters and photographers, restricted to 
the lobby, milled about, awaiting a break 
in the story. The lobby lounge boasts an 
overpowering mural of an Indian woman 
curing skins at her riverside 
campground-a fitting backdrop for the 
labor expended during the occupation. 
Grim-faced government negotiators, 
trying to look folksy, scurried in and out, 
strange figures against the rural beauty of 
the mural. Meanwhile, phone calls and 
telegrams of support and enthusiasm 
poured in from all over the country. 

Throughout the day the building echoed 
with the triumphant high-pitched chant of 
the AIM (American Indian Movement) 
anthem resounding against the throbbing 
beat of a large drum decorated with the 
symbol of the Trail of Self-Determination. 

People worked tirelessly, and behind 
the apparent chaos an atmosphere of order, 
dignity and humor prevailed. The mood 
was one of watchful high spirits. Federal 

power could amve- ·arany-mom'eiif"and 
everyone knew it, yet the entire 
occupation force was quietly prepared to 
stay through to the end. 

By the third day of the occupation, a 
fifty-foot banner created by Freedom 
Socialist Party and Radical Women 
members draped the outside upper comer 
of the massive building. Visible for a mile 
down the freeway which passes Cascadia, 
the banner blazed out in scarlet letters on a 
brilliant yellow background the new name 
of the center-Chief Leschi Indian 

Medical Building. The first letters of each 
word were emphasized to reveal the 
acronym: CLIMB! 

Backdrop: Another Trail of Tears 
The decision to occupy Cascadia was 

not made lightly. The Puyallups had been 
requesting the return of the facility ever 
since HEW declared it "surplus to Indian 
health needs'' and simply handed it over to 
the State behind the backs of the tribal 
owners. The State promptly put the land to 
use for a freeway and a juvenile prison. 

The history of the Puyallup struggle for 
decent health care, supposedly guaranteed 
them by the federal government, is long, 
bitter and still unresolved. 

In 1871, a Puyallup Elder who occupied 
the acreage now known as Cascadia, 
agreed to the use of the 38 acres of tribal 
land for a trade school for Indians, and 
such a school operated from 1871 until 
1920. Medical treatment for the students 

was handled by the students themselves, 
Uitcdb.y ;ltJa~eilin,g.ptly~i~. In 1878, 

a resident doctor was installed and care 
was extended to all Northwest Indians. In 
1929, a tuberculosis sanitorium, Cushman 
Hospital, began operation on the 
premises. TB, an infection transmitted to 
the Indians by whites, had become a major 
medical problem for the native population. 

It soon became clear that Cushman 
Hospital was hopelessly inadequate to deal 
with the growing problem of TB. The 
Puyallups entered into negotiations with 
the U.S., hoping to sell the land to the 

continued on next page 

entrance of 
Cascadia/Cushman. A newly-liberated State auto, repainted to 
indicate a transfer of ownership, is a prominent aspect of the 
barricade. 

• • 
Ul 1n • 
t~t-1> TONC,UE DEPARTMENT 

Washington State 
Plots to Sue 
Puyallups and 
Violate Agreement 

The State of Washington has already unleashed a triple­
barrelled counter-offensive against the victorious Puyallups. 

Since the Agreement ending the occupation stipulated 
only that no criminal charges would be filed, the State is now 
viciously threatening a civil suit to recover alleged damages 
to the facility sustained during the occupation. 

And if this isn't treachery enough, a special legislative 
subcommittee of notorious conservatives and big business­
dominated figures has been appointed ostensibly to ''probe'' 
all aspects of the takeover. But even before the investigation 
has begun, key subcommittee members have released public 
announcements of their intent to retain ownership of 
Cascadia and dishonor the Agreement signed by the State of 
Washington, the U.S. Department of the Interior, and the 
Puyallup Tribe. 

"I think it is wrong and I'll tell Ramona Bennett so," said 
A.L. Rasmussen, (D). "It seems foolish to turr such a 
valuable facility over to a tribe consisting of 450 people." 

It just happens that the Indian population of Pierce County 
is over 7 ,000, and the Puyallups have never insinuated that 
the services of CLIMB! would be open only to Puyallups. In 
fact, when the facility was operating as Cushman Indian 
Hospital, it served Native Americans from Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Alaska. 

As part of the backlash being instigated so that the State 
can more easily renege on the Agreement, officials are 
currently undertaking a massive inventory at Cascadia, 
clearly designed to be used punitively against the Indians. 

When State authorities demanded an inventory from the 
Indians during the takeover, Ramona Bennett said to them, 
"When this was an Indian hospital, it was packed with stuff 
for Indians. Where did it all go? I wanted an inventory of all 
of our kids who have been put up for adoption. I wanted an 
inventory of all of our people who have been locked in 
prison. There is a lot of inventorying to do!" 

The man behind these multi-pronged reprisals is Milton 
Burdman, the Governor's man, who is Director of the State 
Department of Social and Health Services and the State's 
signatory on the Agreement ending the takeover. He was 
chief negotiator for the State during the occupation. 

The trail of broken treaties is swiftly developing into a 
super-highway. 
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continued from preceding page 
government, which would hold it in trust 
for the Puyallups for the express purpose 
of constructing an Indian Hospital that 
would furnish both expert health care and 
employment for Northwest Indians. 

Congress appropriated the purchase 
price of $282,525 in 1939, and 
construction of the present facilities was 
completed in 1941. The Cushman Indian 
Hospital was born, housing both in­
patients and a medical and dental clinic for 
Indian outpatients. 

Suddenly, in 1954, HEW began 
phasing out the Indian health facilities, 
and the State of Washington was 
unexpectedly enriched by the gift of a 
multi-million dollar property. This callous 
bureaucratic robbery, added to centuries 
of broken treaties, land theft and genocide, 
provoked an immediate multi-tribal 
protest. For the past five years, the 
Puyallups have tried to negotiate through 
the maze of interlocking bureau­
c.racies-the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the 
State, HEW, Congress, the Department of 

· the Interior, the executive branch, etc.-in 
a concerted effort to reclaim their property 
legally. 

The primary roadblock ·was the State's 
refusal to budge unless it was 
"reimbursed" $1.719 million for its 
"capital investment" in equipment, a 
demand which the federal government 
refused. 

Negotiations threatened to drag on for 
decades more when the tribe simply got 
fed up, cried "Enough!" and proceeded 
to take back, in their own way, what was 
theirs all the time. 

And one extremely meaningful by­
product of the takeover was the public 
attention focused on the inhuman 
conditions faced by the imprisoned 
children of Cascadia. 

From Indian Health to Child Abuse 
The State of Washington has operated 

Cascadia as a juvenile jail for over fifteen 
years, contr~dicting the highsounding 
name of the institutio~ascadia Recep­
tion and Diagnostic Center. Youngsters 
aged 13 to 18 who are delinquent in any 
way, from running away to murder, are 
placed here to be "observed." 

The staff watches them and makes a 
judgment on their fate, based on the 
child's progress and stability under prison 
conditions. 

Some of the kids are returned to their 
homes, others assigned to foster parents, 
some shipped to other institutions, and 
some simply detained indefinitely. When 
the Puyallups occupied the buildings, they 
freed three children from medieval 
isolation cells in the basement-small, 
unheated, windowless rooms buzzing with 
mosquitos and furnished only with an open 
toilet and a blanket thrown on a piece of 
mattress-like material covering the bare 
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metal bedframe. One adolescent had sat 
handcuffed in one of these dungeons for 
three days when the Indians released him. 

A Fateful Decision by Women 
No story of the Cascadia takeover can 

be authentic unless it pinpoints the 
leadership role of the remarkable women 
in the Puyallup Tribe, exciting testimony 
to its matriarchal tradition. 

The Tribal Council has been led for 
years by its dynamic chairwoman, 
Ramona Bennett. Bennett was in the 
forefront of the occupation and subsequent 
negotiations. She was consistently calm 
and articulate, eloquently expressing the 
determination of a desperate people to 
achieve justice and self-determination. 
Her clear and incisive statements, 
frequently tinged with sarcasm and always 
packing an emotional wallop, instantly 
captured the respect and attention of the 
media and the support of a large segment 
of the public. 

Never during the occupation did 
Bennett play the role of aloof executive 
issuing decrees from above. She was 
constantly with her people, soliciting their 
ideas and judgments, participating in 
many of the routine tasks, socializing with 
the children and conducting herself as an 
intrinsic part of the tribe. She was 
accessible, responsive and unpretentious. 

Women comprise the leadership of the 
Puyallup Tribal Council and these women, 

along with the Tribal Elders, are held in 
the highest esteem by the entire tribe and 
by Indian supporters from other tribes. 

It was essentially women who 
organized and led the takeover, 
coordinated the occupation activities, 
appeared before the media, conducted the 
government negotiations, and mobilized 
outside support and assistance. 

Indian men viewed the women with 
respect, generally working together with 
the women on terms of mutual 
consideration, their joint concern focusing 
on the welfare of the tribe as a total entity. 

A Groundswell of Support 
The liberation of Cascadia-Cushman 

elicited an immediate rallying of support. 
Indians from tribes all over the country 
came to Tacoma to join the 
insurrection--Duwarnish, Steilacoo~, 
Blackfoot, Sioux, Clallam, Cowlitz, 
Cheyenne, Ojibway, Colville, Chippewa, 
and Muckleshoot. Chicanos, Blacks and 
whJ.tes from neighboring cities journeyed 
to Pierce County to express support or join 
in the work and the risks. Delegates from 
militant Seattle-based organizations were 
prominent in the ranks of symp~izers, 
representing such groups as El Centrd de\:a 
Raza, the Native American Solidarity 
Committee, Freedom Socialist Party and 
Radical Women. 

Outside supporters responded quickly 
to the situation and secured funds, food, 

Ramona Bennett (second from left) and other Puyallups argue for 
their tribal demands during one of many marathon negotiating 
sessions with State and federal officials (the two white men in suits). 



supplies and favorable publicity for the 
takeover. Over 700 telegrams in support of 
the Puyallups were sent to government 
officials as a result of this public defense 
activity. 

Provisions were collected by many 
individuals and groups, including The 
Little Bread Company, CC Grains, 
Community Produce, Seattle Counseling 
Service for Sexual Minorities and many 
more. 

Seattle adherents held a press 
conference to demand the return of 
Cushman-Cascadia to the Puyallups. 
Speakers called on government officials to 
act in a sensitive and restrained manner 
and avoid unleashing of violence against 
the Indians. Over 35 individuals and 
organizations endorsed the statement, 
including the National Lawyers Guild, 
United Farmworkers of America, United 
Workers Union-Independent, American 
Friends Service Committee, Council of 
Churches of Greater Seattle, La Raza Law 
Forum, Radical Arab-Jewish Alliance, 
Union of Sexual Minorities, Action 
Childcare Coalition, Freedom Socialist 
Party, Radical Women, Rescate Press, 
Seize the Time for Oppressed People, El 
Centro de Ia Raza, International 
Socialists and Native American Solidarity 
Committee. 

By exposing the imminent threat of 
Wounded Knee-style massacre by govern­
ment troops, the community support 
groups along with a remarkably 
sympathetic Seattle press corps were 
instrumental in restraining the trigger­
happy, .Pawk men.tality of the Governor 
artn'ie\at.ea OffiCials, and bOlstering the 
Puyallups' bargaining power with the 
government. 

Very little opposition to the takeover 
was evident to those of us inside the 
facility. There were reports of shots fired 
on the building a few times during the 
week, and once there was a run-in with an 
irate, drunken white man. 

Two of the Indian security people and I 
went over to check on a car sitting near the 
back gate. When we approached it, the 
man inside immediately began shouting 
and threatening, screaming "You 
goddamn Indians! You all ought to be 
shot!'' His wife had just returned from an 
appointment at the health · clinic on the 
Cascadia grounds and tried frantically to 
shut him up. My Indian companions, with 
dignity and restraint, explained to him 
why they had to check out all the cars in the 
area. He spun out of the lot, cursing and 
swerving as he sped off. 

Negotiations, Government Style 
The moment Cascadia's "normal" 

operations were disrupted by the Indian 
occupation, the State got down to serious 
negotiations. Discussions with the 
Director of the State's Department of 

Social and Health Services (DSHS) began 
the day after the seizure of the facilty and 
continued steadily until agreement was 
reached. 

At one point in the negotiations, after 
DSHS Director Milton Burdman reneged 
on a tentative agreement, Ramona Bennett 
refused to negotiate privately and 
transferred the talks to the main floor 
lounge, where tribal members, supporters 
and the press could witness the State's 
hypocrisy and trickery. While the State 
negotiators spoke in deliberately low 
voices, Ramona talked loudly so that 
everyone could hear what was going on. 

Duringpne session, Burdman said that 
the State of Washington was certainly 
willing to give the Indians the facility 
eventually, but he wouldn't "give it up 
with a gun." Said Bennett, "He's trying 
to get the federal marshals in on us but 
he's talking about no guns!" Everybody 
laughed-everybody except Burdman. 

The Injunction Cometh 
The State went into federal court on 

Tuesday, October 26 to seek an injunction 
against the Indian occupation. The judge 
couldn't decide if the uproar was a federal 
or State matter, but on Wednesday, 
Federal Judge Morell Sharp said he would 
issue a restraining order enforceable by 
federal marshals that would be effective at 
4:00p.m. the next day. 

Judge Sharp called the Puyallups' 
action ''high-handed, foolish and 
irresponsible.'' 

"I can't conceive of a situation more 
self-defeating to the Indians' . cause than 
this situation, .. he opined. He had no 
comment whatsoever on HEW's illegal 
gjft of Indian land and buildings to 
Washington State, or the criminal neglect 
oflndian health care for the past 17 years. 

He admitted that a substantial federal 
question was involved in the ownership 
dispute, but he righteously refused to 
consider t.he matter so long as the Indians 
occupied the buildings. His opinions 
clearly demonstrated that the federal court 
system, the supposed protector of Indian 
rights against violation by the states, stood 
firmly with the State against the 
Puyallups. 

Judge Sharp signed the restraining order 
on Thursday, but extended the deadline to 
noon Saturday, October 30 to allow time 
for negotiations with federal represen­
tatives flying in from Washington, DC. 

continued on back page 

... Puyallup Tribe Proclamation 
continued from front page 
WHEREAS in 1939 the sovereign Puyallup Tribe transferred the 
land known as the Cushman Indian Hospital and its grounds to 
the United States Government for the sole and express purpose of 
building a new Indian Hospital, which would always be an Indian 
Hospital fulfilling the obligation of the United States of America, 
under the Treaty of Medicine Creek, to provide Health Care to our 
People; and 

WHEREAS the promises to always use this land as an Indian 
Hospital made by the United States through its BIA agents and 
duly and officially recorded by those agents, was also reaffirmed 
and expressed in the federal legislation that enabled the United 
States purchase of our land to build a new hospital; and 

WHEREAS the United States broke its promises and contract 
obligations to the Puyallup Tribe when it closed the Cushman 
Indian Hospital in 1959, which the Puyallup Tribal Counci'l 
believes and recognizes, as effectively and legally reverting this 
land -to Tribal ownership; and 

WHEREAS the United States was in possession of land stolen 
from the Puyallup Tribe when it refused to stop the Hospital's 
closure and then did not give the land back to the Puyallup Tribe; 
and 

WHEREAS the United States, when it transferred the Cushman 
land and facility to the State of Washington in 1961, transferring 
by quit-claim deed, could transfer no F-ight in title to the property 
since it then had none; and 

WHEREAS the Puyallup Tribal Council has tried, for the past five 
years, to arrange peacefully and smoothly for the transfer of 
possession of Cushman back to the Puyallup Tribe, making 
requests to the State, the U.S. Congress, and the executive 
branch through its responsible agencies, with no success and 
meeting constantly with advice that we should be trying in 
another way to get our land back; therefore 

BE IT KNOWN BY ALL PERSONS, BY THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT AND BY THE STATE OF WASHINGTON That the 
PUYALLUP TRIBAL COUNCIL, being unable to succeed through 
these other routes of action, HEREBY RESORTS TO SELF­
DETERMII'QATION AND EXERCISES ITS SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF 
OWNERSHIP BY TAKING BACK INTO TRIBAL POSSESSION The 
Property and facility known as CUSHMAN INDIAN HOSPITAL and 
known by the State as CASCADIA JUVENILE DIAGNOSTIC 
CENTER;> and further 

BE IT KNOWN by the State of Washington that any protest of 
Tribal POSSESSION of the Cushman (Cascadia) lands and facility 
may be made to the Puyallup Tribal Council, at the Cushman 
Hospital, and that such protests will be carefully and duly 
considered. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the above resolution was duly enacted at a 
meeting of the Puyallup Tribal Council held at Tacoma, 
Washington on the 22nd day of October, 1976, a quorum being 
present, with a vote of 3 for and 0 against and 2 abstaining. 

SUZETTE MILLS, ACTING SECRETARY OF THE PUYALLUP 
TRIBE OF INDIANS 

ATTEST: 
RAMONA BENNETT, CHAIRWOMAN OF THE PUYALLUP 

TRIBE OF INDIANS 

Freedom Socialist Party Representatives Join Occupation Forces 
Reporter Sam Deaderick (second from right) and photographer 
Lenore Norrgard (jar right) take a break from their duties. Note 
security guard operating walkie-talkie. 
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Convicted on Mother's Day 

Wanrow and her sisters publish The News to inform the interested 
public about developments in her case and the progress of defense 
committees. Funds are urgently needed to sustain this valuable 
newsletter. 
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YVONNE 
WAN ROW'S 
FIGHT 
FOR LIFE 

by Yolanda Alaniz 

First there was Joan Little, a jailed Black woman. 
Then came Inez Garcia, an angry Chicana. And now the 
name of Yvonne Wanrow, an Indian from the Colville 
Tribe, has been added to the roster of minority women 
forced . to resort to a deadly weapon in defence of 
themselves or their children against the violent crime of 
rape. 

All three women refused to be victims in the time­
honored tradition of female passivity. And because they 
fought back, they were all charged with murder. 

On Mother's Day three years ago, an all-white jury in 
Spokane, Washington, found Wanrow, the mother of 
three children guilty of second-degree murder for killing a 
deranged male who tried to sexually molest her 11-year­
old son. Since that day, her energetic and determined fight 
to vindicate herself has elevated her to a heroic symbol of 
resistance to the sexist and racist criminal justice system. 

Wanrow '·s appeal is presently tinder consideration by 
the Washington State Supreme Court. Nine white, 
middle-class male judges will either entitle her to a new 
trial or condemn her to prison for as long as 25 years . 

" Any day the court may reach its decision, or it could 
be six or eight months," Wanrow said. " Nobody knows 
for sure. It scares me. No matter what the decision is, we 
will have to be ready." 

This young mother's desperate battle for justice began 
on the night of August 11, 1972 when she fatally shot 
William Wesler, a previously convicted child molester. 
W anrow 's children were being cared for at the home of a 
friend, who called W anrow to inform her that Wesler was 
bothering the boy, Darren. Wanrow rushed to her children 
while her brother-in-law located and confronted Wesler, 
who had left the vicinity. Later, however, a drunken and 
abusive Wesler barged into the house. When he refused to 
leave, W anrow took her gun from her purse and shot him. 
The bullet went straight through his heart. 

The state prosecution based its case on a tape recording 
of her phone call to the Spokane Police reporting the 
shooting. This recording was made without Wanrow's 
knowledge or consent. The prosecutor claimed that she 
had acted calmly and coldly, not in fear or outrage, as 
evidenced by her voice on the phone, which was 
controlled and free of hysteria. 

To W anrow, such an accusation is a product. of the 
rankest racism, attesting to the ignorance and arrogance of 
whites who cannot conceive of another culture that breeds 
self-control instead of hysterics in a time of stress. 

The all-white jury readily agreed with the state, and she 
was · sentenced to serve two concurrent 20-year prison 
terms for murder and assault, plus one 5-year term for use 
of a deadly weapon. 

Before the trial, Wanrow was a quiet, retiring person, 
devoted to her family, to poetry and to art. Since her 
conviction, she has become an eloquent speaker, 
assiduous journalist, and proficient ::~rganizer. She has 
travelled across the country and to Europe to build public 
support and raise the funds so. urgently needed for her 
legal defense. 

If the Court rules in her favor, she will be entitled to a 
retrial, but she prefers not to have to undergo another trial. 
The prosecutor will decide whether or not to appeal that 
decision. If she loses the appeal, pressure can be put on 
the prosecutor for a change or reduction of sentence. 

But she is worried and apprehensive. "I need people to 
help organize my defense efforts, concentrating ·on asking 
the prosecutor to stop any further proceedings when the 
decision finally comes down,'' she says. 

Aided by her sisters, whom she calis "the little 
people," Wanrow publishes a newsletter, The News, to 
fuel and coordinate defense efforts. Working out of her 
home in Inchelium, Washington, the family publicizes 
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their need for immediate funds in order to maintain this 
newsletter. 

Wanrow will travel anywhere to speak, so long as her 
expenses, including fee, are covered. On October 22, she 
was a featured speaker at the Native American Women's 
Forum presented by the Freedom Socialist Party and 
Radical Women at the University of Washington in 
Seattle. From November 15 through 18, she will appear in 
Phoenix, Tucson and Tepee, Arizona; the Tucson 
engagement is co-sponsored by the National Lawyers 
Guild, ACLU and Native American Solidarity 
Committee. She flies to New York on December 9 for the 
I Oth Anniversary meeting of the Center for Constitutional 
Rights, which is coordinating her legal case. 

Joan Little's experience is extremely meaningful to 
Wanrow. "People have come to help me as they did Joan 
Little," she says. "If Little had not had national support, 
she could not have won. That is why I am asking people 
from all over to help me now.'' · 

Like Little and Garcia, Wanrow's crusade for freedom 
embodies the struggle of all women to protect themselves 
and their loved ones from the injury and brutality stalking 
them in a decadent society rife with torment for non­
whites, women, and young people. In their desperate 
fight for survival and emancipation, Wanrow, Little and 
Garcia strike at the very underpinnings of a system that 
survives because of the free labor, culturally-imposed 
submissiveness and sex-object status of women. 

The capitalist class and its legal lackeys are extremely 
hostile to uppity minority women who take unilateral 
action against male prerogatives, and Wanrow sorely 
needs increased public notice, support, and technical 
assistance. 

Letters of support and funds should be sent to: Yvonne 
Wanrow, Indian Defense Committee, P.O. Box 49, 
Inchelium, WA 99138. 

Yolanda Alaniz is a Chicana feminist and 
radical, member of the Seattle Women's 
Commission and president of United 
Workers Union-Independent. 
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As a human being, I am ignored 
As a woman, I am ridiculed 

As an Indian woman, I am hated 
As a mother, I am condemned 

There was a travesty of justice 
on Mother's Day. 

YvOnne 
uitde 

te 
Tegen Yvonne Wtnrew wordt 25 jaar gevaageuimral 2eeist 

Zij sehoot een man neer die haar kinderen bed 
en een 7 iariK meisje verkraektte 

Supporters of Yvonne Wanrow's cause in Holland produced and 
circulated this striking poster in the Dutch language. 

DURING THE TRIAL 
Between the lines 

in the daily newspapers 
I saw my sisters suffering 

in Wounded Knee, 
I heard the war cries of my brothers 

as they fought for freedom 
and their rights, 

I felt the hunger pains 
of the little children 

And the cold wind 
surrounding the camp 
freezing the old people, 

I heard the curses of the aspiring American heroes 
striving for a trophy 

And I hated the greed, 

The government captivated many men 
in their lust for gold 
and brass 
and medals 
and built-up egos 
and money, 

It materialized before me 
in the courtroom 

C lq7J b1 Y,.o,.,..,e Wo.""ew,(&I ... U"' 

And I was moved to continue fighting 
for my rights 
my freedom, 

Following the tradition 
I prayed to the Indian Spirit 
to help me ward off the forces of hatred 
that surrounded me 

So that I would have strength to endure, 
The voice of prosecutor Brockett 

and the pointing of his finger 
Persuaded the all-white jury 

to misinterpret my silence 
as coldbloodedness, 

I was denied an interpreter of my heritage 
I was instructed to tone down the Indian dress, 
The atmosphere was non-Indian all the way 

except for my family and close friends 
behind me, 

They threw me a thread of hope and strength 
to cling to 

But it shattered 
on Mother's Day. 
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GRAPHICS AND POETRY by Yvonne Wanrow 
\i'~t:-~ ~~~- ~~~\I~ ( ll -. '--""~""""--.\.4 "- ~ -.=k"jl ,J 

. . ,,.,___ -··· <-... . ',. ~\ 
• C' ,...,., ~. ~-··- " ·' w ~ !\,.. •. ~~-·~ - 0 ~.n ""' ·- . . ~ Examples of drawings and poems created by Wanrow as her only 

source of income. The drawings grace the covers of beautiful 
greeting cards (shown above). A Coloring Book and poetry volume 
will be available soon. Selections may be ordered directly from her. 
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Deafening chants of "Ford--Honor the Treaties," and 
"Cushman Belongs to the Puyallups!" greeted President Gerald 
Ford at his campaign rally in Seattle's Waterfront Park on October 
25, only one day after the city learned of the dramatic takeover of 
Cascadia by the Puyallup Tribe. 

Over 100 Native Americans, Chicanos, Blacks and whites 
confronted the President with picket signs and shouts, demanding 
that he take immediate action on behalf of self-determination for 
Indian nations and return the one-time Cushman Indian Hospital to 
its rightful owners. 

The demonstration was organized at the request of the Puyallup 
Tribe by an ad-hoc coalition of militant and radical groups. 

Holding their picket signs aloft by hand because the Secret 
Service would not allow picket-sign sticks on the premises, the 
demonstrators were highly visible to the crowd of 5000 people 
assembled for the Republican electoral spectacular. 

Meanwhile, a furiously angry demonstration was being 
conducted at the same time by a group of gillnet fishermen, 
outraged by a State Fisheries Patrol's shooting of a fellow gillrietter 
the day before. The seriously wounded man had been fishing 
illegally in Puget Sound waters that are off-limits, for conservati~n 
purposes, to all fishermen. 

The rebellious gillnetters attribute the closure to Judge Boldt's 
recent federal court decision awarding Northwest Indians the 
opportunity for 50% of the salmon catch, and they are grimly 
determined to force the federal government to invalidate the 
historic Boldt decision. 

The two groups of demonstrators did not meet because the 
gillnetters staged their protest from fishing boats anchored in Puget 
Sound. 

The President had only 18 minutes to spare for Seattle, so both 
the campaign rally and Cascadia demonstration were over quickly. 
A spirited rally by the pro-Indian contingent followed . 

Suzette Mills, secretary of the Puyallup Tribal Council, warmly 
thanked the demonstrators for their support of the occupation and 
presented a brief history ofthe tribe's long struggle to regain their 
property at Cascadia-Cushman. She urged everyone to · send 
telegrams to federal officials: 

The Director ofEl Centro de Ia Raza, Roberto Maestas, who had 
been present at Wounded Knee, spoke strongly in support of the 
Puyallup action. He vividly explained the essence of the dispute. 
''Imagine that somebody stole your car. After they took it, they put 
four new tires on it, and when you demanded it back, they refused 
to give it to you until you paid for the tires. So when you took it 
back anyway, THEY took YOU to court and demanded THEIR 
money! That's just what the State is doing to the Puyallups." 

Gloria Martin, Freedom Socialist Party orga,izer, was the final 
speaker. She hailed the courageous stand of Jle Puyallups and 
affirmed FSP's unequivocal support for Indian sovereignty. She 
ended her speech with a ringing cry, ''Long live the Chief Lese hi 
Indian Medical Building!" 

Applause and cheers erupted, and the rally adjourned. The 
p.articipants gathered up their picket signs and twelve-foot banner 
reading "Return Cushman to the Puyallups!" 

.Then they rushed off to continue their support work, send 
telegrams and join the sisters and brothers in struggle at the 
C.L.I.M.B.! 
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Ramona Bennett, the leader of the Puyallup 
Tribe and chief organizer of the Cascadia 
Center takeover, granted an hour-long inter­
view on October 25 to Clara Fraser, a Freedom 
Socialist editor, FSP founder and spokesp8r-

-son, and longtime activist in support of the 
struggle for Native American rights. 

staffworkers, and once by reporters from a 
Seattle television station (whom Ms. Bennett 
asked to wait until the interview was conclud­
ed), the two women militants discussed topics 
ranging from federal and state duplicity to the 
juvenile justice system and the matriarchal 
tradition of Northwest Indians. 

The interview took place in the lounge of the 
newly liberated center, renamed the Chief 
Leschi Indian Medical Building (CLIMB!). Fre­
quently interrupted by reports from tribal 

The Freedom Socialist takes great pride in 
presenting highlights of this illuminating 
dialogue between two experienced fighters for 
social justice. 

Fraser: Ramona, I'm not going to ask you to 
"explain" your action here at Cascadia. I am 
f~miliar with the background of broken 
promises by the federal and state authorities 
and you know that the Freedom Socialist Party 
and Radical Women strongly endorse your 
taking back what is yours. 

When your leaders asked for our assistance, 
we were happy to help organize the support 
rally in front of President Ford today, and we 
are doing all we can to furnish you with 
personnel and supplies. So I'd like to skip the 
"what in the world are you doing by occupying 
Cascadia" bit and go on to related issues. 
Bennett: Good, good. I'm so tired of trying to 
talk to media people who only think in terms of 
how many guns do you have and why did you 
decide to take such violent action and so on. 
We're not violent and haven't engaged in any 
violence, but that's where their minds are. 
Fraser: Xes, their reports all start out, "No 
violence has erupted yet today at Cascadia." A 
very positive lead. Have you had any chance to 
read the press accounts of your takeover here 
or to see the television coverage? 

Bennett: I haven't seen anything on televi­
sion. I have been able to see some of the very 
early papers. 
Fraser: What is your impression of the media 
coverage? And what needs to be said about the 
meaning of what you're doing that the press 
isn't reporting? 
Bennett: There are two very important things 
that are not being adequately explained. One is 
that we have for the past several years objected 
to the program that has been called Cascadia 
Diagnostic Service. We have believed for a long 
time that this is a real Dark Ages program. 

The issue is that the state 
knows they have been 
operating here on stole.n 
property for seventeen years 
and they· haven't done a damn 
thing about it. 

I resent the process the state uses. There is 

Clara Fraser 
Interviews 

Ramona 
Bennett 

Puyallup 
Tribal 

Chairwoman 

just this one facility servicing the entire state, 
with the exception of Kitsap County that has 
its own diagnostic program. And I've had an 
opportunity to go around this facility when the 
kids were here and to talk to them. They were 
from all over the state. I talked to them about 
what that means, and I already knew what it 
meant. I'd had an opportunity to see the Kitsap 
County progrQ.m and to compare the two. 

The kids in Kitsap will go before the judge, 
and when the state doesn't know what to do 
with them, they are put into a diagnostic 
program right there in their own region. The 
kids have the continuity of the same case 
workers, court workers, dependency workers, 
parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents. They're 
as close to their normal, natural environment 
as can be provided. 

But what I see happening here at Cascadia is 
a removal, an isolation, a loss of emotional 
support. The kids who are already in trauma 
are being further traumatized by that sudden 
rip, the jolt of losing what little they've got in 
their home communities. And that hurts. 

continued on next page 
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continued from preceding page 
It really hurts the kids who are already i~ 

trouble. that sense of removal. 
To me, it's like taking a little wild mouse that 

lives in the woods, that has its little nest, that 
gathers food, that does its little things for 
amusement. You take that little mouse and you 
put it in an aquarium with a concrete floor and 
you watch it bounce off the floor and you say, 
gee, that's a defective mouse! Look how crazy it 
is, running around hurting itself. 

To me, 'that's what this program is like. It's 
inhumane. 
Fraser: I'm sure you've communicated your 
objections to the DSHS (Department of Social 
and Health Services) bureaucrats. 
Bennett: Of course. The state has known for a 
long time that it needed to move to regional 
programs. They are aware of this. It is their 
goal, something that they mean to pursue. For 
at least the last three years, they have been 
telling me they are aware of the problem and­
well, hello! 
Indian man: Hello! We are from Montana and 
we've come to help. 
Bennett: Gee, it's so good to see you brothers 
and sisters coming here ... 

. . . we have for the past several 
years objected to the program 
that has been called Cascadia 
Diagnostic Service. 

The state told us that it would take them a 
year to find alternatives to the use of this 

·. facility and you've just seen that within a 
, period of 48 hours they decided that it was in 

the best interests of their children to get them 
out of here. Before, they used a lot of stalling 
tactics. 
Fraser: American capitalism seems to hate 
children in general, and delinquent or depen-

dent kids are lost in our correction systems. It's 
barbaric. 
Bennett: The only reason the children were 
here was because the judges just didn't know 
what to do with them,justdon'tknowifthey're 
stable enough to go into a foster home or a 
group situation. But this is no place to prove 
stability. This is not a natural situation. 
There's no way of observing these kids and 
getting any kind of a feeling of what their 
behavior is in a more natural situation. How 
would you react if you were jerked two hundred 
miles away from your friends and family and 
put in with a whole bunch of strangers in a 
concrete isolation center? 
Fraser: I know I wouldn't react favorably. I've 
been in jail enough to know my reaction to 
concrete isolation, and my disposition in jail is 
not exactly normal. 
Bennett: I'm certain I would not react 
favorably. 

Now, the other main problem with the press 
is that we stated our purposes and our needs 
over and over, but I don't think any of the 
regular press understands how critical our 
social needs really are. We have the highest 
arrest rate, the highest teenage suicide rates, 
the highest unemployment rates, the highest 

· infant mortality rates. Our elders have the 
highest rate of tuberculosis, diabetes, disease . 

The press also repeatedly makes the removal 
of the kids at Cascadia the main issue, wheri 
the real issue is the property question and the 
illegal action of the state in denying us our 
property. The issue is that the state knows they 
have been operating here on stolen property for 
seventeen years and they haven't done a damll." 
thing about it. 

All the state is willing to do is stall us. They 
did break a promise to us. The promise was 
that no matter what happened, they would be 
co-seeking relief, seeking the 1. 7 million dollars 
(demanded by the state) jointly with us. Milt 
Burdman himself (Director of State Depart­
ment of Social and Health Services) made a 
commitment that he would be going back to 
Washington, D.C. with me this week to jointly 
secure those dollars. He says now that he never 
meant to imply that he was going; he was only 

Clara Fraser, a Freedom Socialist editor, listens intently as Ramona . 
Bennett recounts an amusing incident involving government 
officialdom. 
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going if we moved out of this building and that 
this was an agreement. 

I told him we've had treaties before, we know 
how good they are. The deed and the lease­
THAT was our agreement. 
Fraser: The state claims it won't transfer 
ownership to you until it is reimbursed almost 
2 million dollars. Why do you consider it your 
responsibility to help raise that money from 
the feds? 

You take that little mouse and 
you put it in an aquarium with a 
concrete floor and you watch it 
bounce off the floor and you 
.say, gee, that's a defective 
mouse! Look how crazy it is, 
running around hurting itself. 

Bennett: It's not my responsibility. But I am a 
foster parent myself and most of our Indian 
people here have been involved with foster 
homes or have been in L \stitutions or are foster 
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parents themselves. We are directly involved 
in the juvenile justice system. 25 to 35% of our 
children are adopted, in foster homes, in in­
stitutions, or incarcerated. So we are real, real 
sensitive to the whole juvenile justice system 
and its processes, and we want good facilities 
for the kids. 

Also, the whites mess up with their own kids, 
the future citizens of their nation, and we have 
to live with that result, you and I both. I give a 
damn about it. I care enough-about it that I do 
think raising the money is worth the invest­
ment of time on my part. 
Fraser: The state is, in the<iry, legally 
obligated to create appropriate facilities for 
diagnosing disturbed or delinquent children. 
Don't you think they will have to construct 
substitute facilities whether or not they are 
reimbursed by the federal government? 
Bennett: The citizens of this state have 
tolerated the existence of this Cascadia 

~~ 
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program for two decades. The people have 
known that this was a juvenile storage unit, a 
warehouse for kids the system doesn't know 
what to do with. The Legislature has known it. 
We've talked to them. 

And I'll tell you something else that you may 
be interested in knowing. Do~ Adams, who is a 
sensitive man, the head of the House DSHS 
Committee, said it's one of his dreams to move 
into a modem and protective system for 
juveniles. But the head of the Senate DSHS 
Committee looked at me blankly when I told 
him about our needs, our goals, our problems. 
The man was completely insensitive to the 
subjects of poverty, dependency, aging, 
rehabilitation, etc. 

I know now why State Senator Day refused 
to be sensitive. The man is sick. He's a sick, 
lecherous man. And he is in a position to 
control what happens to our little babies, our 
preschool children, our young children who are 
lost and separated from their families, our 
young public assistance mothers, our old peo­
ple. 

State Senator Day is a man who is in a 
critical position to help people in this state, and 
he is running around propositioning 
teenagers. He is a sick, lecherous creep. If the 
citizens of this state will put up with a piece of 
shit like that man, then they're probably not 
going to move on behalf of their children. 

25 to 35% of our children are 
adopted, in foster homes, in in­
stitutions, or incarcerated. 

Fraser: It figures. Day was one of our main 
opponents in the fight for legal abortions in 
Washing on State. I understand he has a strong 
Catholic constituency. 
Bennett: He ought to be removed. He ought to 
·be institutionalized. 

Fraser: Preferably in one of those horrible 
cells downstairs that the kids were condemned 
to! But suppose the feds say that they cannot or 
will not reimburse the state for Cascadia? 
Bennett: If the state addresses themselves to 
these issues, jointly with us, there should be no 
problem. We've already spent many weeks and 
several trips to D.C. laying the groundwork. 
Fraser: What if the state does not cooperate? 
Bennett: I don't know. I hope the state will be 
controlled by the citizens, although in many 
ways it isn't. I think there will be people 

delegated to make this decisioll who are going 
to work on behalf of the best interests of 
everybody. 
Fraser: I'm confused. You say you're going to 
stay here until the deed is transferred over to 
you-
Bennett: We're going to stay here PERIOD. 
Fraser: Even if the feds refuse to reimburse 
the state? · 
Bennett: Yes. 
Fraser: Even if the state doesn't get its money 
back from any source? · 
Bennett: Yes~ 

The kids who are already in 
trauma are being further 
traumatized by that sudden rip, 
the jolt of losing what little 
they've got in their home com­
munities. And that really hurts. 

Fraser: So you're not making the existence of 
your new medical center contingent on the 
state getting its blood money? 
Bennett: No! We just meant to help theiJl, aH 
along. The Puyallups help them that help 
themselves, but the state has got to be involved 
in the creation of their own services. 
Fraser: You know, Ramona, there's an old 
socialist tradition, a revolutionary practice, 
relating to this issue. It's called nationaliza­
tion without compensation, a policy for taking 
back lands and property from the capitalists or 
government who stole them without paying 
them one red cent, so to speak. That's what 
Mexico did with the .oil fields, what happened 
in Cuba and in-
Bennett: Sure-but this is a federal faux pas 
to begin with! HEW played a major role in this. 
The Bureau of Indian Affairs should have 
asserted its responsibilities. It's been one hell 
of an inconvenience to us, and it's now an 
inconvenience to the state, too. The feds have 
got to assume some responsibility. 
Fraser: We both know what Governor Evans 

and DSHS are like-what does Roberto 
Maestas (Director of Centro de Ia Raza) call 
him? Dirty Dan? 
Bennett: Dirty Dan Evans. 

' Fraser: So even if the state got the money, 
they could still allocate it to something com­
pletely different than an adequate juvenile 
facility. Those jokers could appropriate the 
money to highways! 
Bennett: Yes, they could. But it's up to us as 
parents and ci~ns to remain vigilant, to stay 
on them ... we've got a cute staff here, don't 
we? 
Fraser: They're fantastic. Great. Are any of 
the kids still here? 
Bennett: Yes, there is one boy that we 
liberated-he's a Puyallup. 

_ Fraser: That's marvelous, to be freed by your 
own people. · 
Bennett: He's scheduled to go to Detox 
(alcohol detoxification) on Thursday and·we'll 
just make sure he gets there. 

Fraser: As a socialist feminist, I am excited 
about the high quality and participation of 
Puyallup women in tribal affairs, about the 
strong and skillful leadership of the women. 

~ 
How do you see the relationship of feminism 
with the Native American struggle? 
Bennett: I ·have quite a few feelings on that 
subject. I don't believe any women can be 
totally liberated until their society is liberated, 
until their families are liberated, and we have 
no liberated citizens so long as my people are 
suffering and dying. This is my condition. We 
are moving for the liberation of our whole 
community. ·vve are moving for economic and 
social liberation. 

The men are· supportive to us 
and.they know we are working 
to build them into leaders 
alongside us. 

We have four women on a tribal council of 
five, and the reason I see for our success is that 
we are a non-drinking council, and we also 
have a very high level of awareness of the 
needs of our people. So our tribe is advancing 
more rapidly than other tribes. 
Fraser: Women generally are more aware 
than men of social needs because we're closer 
to them. And your women are very strong to be 
able to resist alcohol and alcoholism. But how 
do you explain the fact that so many women 
actually came to constitute the tribal council 
leadership? 

· continued on next page 
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... Fraser lnter'l'iems Bennett 
continued from pre~eding page 

Bennett: Well, our societies were always 
matriarchal and women were always 
important. Our men built 'the long houses and 
the canoes, did the fishing, and controlled 
many of the social aspects of our society. But 
the women were involved with medicine, 
justice, education, decisions. Now, the male 
occupations have been removed from our com­
munity and the men are deprived of their 
traditional work. The women have been able to 
retain many of their roles, so the women have 
stayed strong. It used to be that all of our 
people were strong, but the women had an 
advantage. The women have managed to re­
main strong. 
Fraser: And your goal is to rebuild total 
strength? 
Bennett: Yes. In areas where the men had 
opportunity to work side by ·side, they have 
remained strong. But where the men have been 
knocked down and the women continue to be 
strong, we give a helping hand to the men. Our 
ex-offender program, for instance, is damned 
important to us, because of the high rate of 
unemployment and incarceration of our peo­
ple. We want those men to learn from us what a 
community is and what mutual help is because 
we'll be looking to them for leadership in the 
future. We need them, because when they're 
side by side with us, working as our partners; 
we can be liberated to do some neat things. 
Like see our children, for instance. 

I have half a dozen children and a 94-year­
old man, they are my family. And if we get 
some more men working with us, giving us a 
hand, I could even do things with my family. 
They need me, too. I have three children of my 
own and three foster children. I would add for 
any DSHS employees who might read this 
article that my foster children aren't here! 
Fraser: The state can be vicious about foster 
children. 
Bennett: Yes. Ihavethem and I love them and 
I don't want to lose them. They're not here. 
Fraser: You're the sole support of your family? 
Bennett: Yes. 
Fraser: And you work fulltime for the 
Puyallup Tribe? 
Bennett: Yes, that's my work. 
Fraser: Have you encountered any resistance 
or antagonism from the men to the female 
leadership? 
Bennett: No, not in the Northwest. The men 
are supportive to us and they know we are 
working to build them into leaders alongside 
us. 

Fraser: Are the women supporth-l also? 
Bennett: Oh, yes! 
Fraser: You have it a lot easier than Black 
women, who are stillbeing put down hard by 
Black males who equate liberation with 
freedom ·for the Black Man! You remember 
Stokely Carmichael's infamous quote, "The 
proper position of women in the movement is 
prone?" 
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·Bennett: Our men are with us. Let me ask 
__ what he thinks. Do you resent the big­
mouthed little women from Puyallup who run 
around here? 
Indian man: No! Why should I? 
Bennett: She's asking if the men resent the 
positions that women assume here. 
Indian man (forcefully): No way. It's a big 
improvement. Indian men know that we need 
real strong women's leadership. That's impor­
tant to the whole family unit; everbody is in 
this together. 
Bennett: When the women and the men are 
both working, then you've got twice as many 
people working on our issues, and you get it 
done four times-as fast. 
Fraser: All poor people and radicals need all 
the leaders W'e can get. -
Bennett: Yes, we do. And another thing. In 
the Indian community, there really aren't any 
'leaders' in the usual sense. There have never 
been any Indian followers. If we had. had a 
pattern of followmg, ~'a tttive tm gntten 
bunched up in one place at one time and there 
wouldn't be any survivors. The Indian people 
really do think for themselves. There's no blind 
following. Everybody in this place is doing 
their own thinking. We ask each other for help, 
but all these people are on their own, doing 
their own thinking. 

I don't believe any women can 
be totally liberated until their 
society is liberated ... 

Fraser: It's amazing how bosses and 
politicians always complain about agitators 

· and ascribe all protests to sinister figures who 
apparently hypnotize people into action, 
against their will and better judgment. It's 
always assumed that the ranks have no 
militancy or intelligence of their own. 
Bennett: That's right. A lot of people don't 
understand that. They believe that we really do 
have followers and leaders. But we're not into 
that at all. · 
Fraser: You're not into blind or passive 

, followership. But you do have leaders-you are 
the public spokesperson and organizer. 
Bennett: Right, right. 
Fraser: I know you need money, food and 
supplies. 
Bennett: Yes, yes. 
Fraser: What kind of food? I know what kind 
of money. 
Bennett: Canned, in sealed containers. The 
reason I'm stressing canned things is because 
we have a lot of crazies in this community who 
could be poisoning food and sending it in. 
We're not the most popular segment of the 
population, you know. People will be leaving 
food at the gate for us and not coming in 
themselves, so we don't know them, and 
someone could whip us up a batch of 

Left: Entrance to one of 
the forbidding and 
windowless segregation 
cells for teenagers in the 
Cascadia basement. The 
grill in the metal door is 
the only source of air. 
Right: The interior of an 
isolation cell. Dots on the 
open toilet are mosquitos 
and flies, which infest the 
prison . 

strychnine cookies or any damn thing. If we 
receive any fresh or homemade food directly 
from people we don't know, we won't eat it. 

I'm also seeing an awful lot of soda pop and 
I'd like to see some fruit juice coming in. 

'nte Cowlitz tribe brought us toothbrushes 
yesterday. A lot of people have just come in 
without bringing an extra pair of socks or 
underwear or deodorant, razors, shaving 
cream, things like that. People outside need to 
understand that supplies can be brought in to 
us. 

The Muckleshopts are just coming over and 
the Cowlitz tribe has been here all day. There 
are Indian people here from a number of tribes. 
A lot of people think we're just barricaded in 
here, so we are letting them know that our 
friends are going in and out of here. It's OUR 
place. 
Fraser: You are requesting supporters to come 
anq join you? 
Bennett: Yes, whoever is authorized. ana 
recommended by our ~ple. W ~ci y 
need people who can identify· a y firik' O'i 
plants who may have slipped in. FBI types. 
Fraser: Ramona, I've seen many social 
programs ruined when the recipients of the 
funds became cautious and conservative, anx­
ious to hang on to the grants. Now your tribe 
has received a lot offederal dollars for services 
and programs. Could your funds be jeopar­
dized because of your occupation of the 
building? And does this worry you? 
Bennett: Not at all. The money is to serve our 
community and that's what we are doing. We'll 
not be bought off or bribed to become goodie­
goodies. Anyway, they owe us the money­
they robbed us of it. If we stay on their asses, 
we'll keep getting the money. And we'll k~p 
this land and this building, too. 

It's all ours, and you fight for what's yours. 
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,---National . Roundup 
of lndi.an News 

Oregon: 
Butler and Robideau 

Two FBI agents, part of a huge federal armed 
invasion of Pine Ridge, South Dakota, in 1973, 
were found dead on June 26, 1975. An armada of 
350 FBI agents, state troopers and BIA police, 
backed up by tanks and airplanes, swept through 
the Indian reservation in Pine Ridge, completely 
violating the civil rights of residents. The cops 
ransacked houses and grilled sus~cts. 

Several months later, two Oregon members of 
the American Indian Movement, Dino Butler and 
Bob Robideau, were charged with aiding and 
abetting first degree murder. Also indicted were 
Jimmy Eagle (these charges have since been 
dropped because of lack of evidence) and Leonard 
Peltier. 

''The ,government is trying to make sca~goats 
out of Bob and me," Butler said during the trial. -
But on July 16, 1976, Butler and Robideau were 
acquitted. · A crack legal defense team, headed by 
William Kunstler, effectively turned the case 
upside-down, using it to expose FBI harassment of 
AIM. Even FBI Director Clarence Kelly was 
forced to testify. 

By the time the trial was over, all government 
evidence had been completely discredited and a 
verdict of innocence was read to the crowd of 
relieved s~ctators. 

British Columbia: 
Leonard Peltier 

The federal government still seeks to make 
Leonard Peltier a scapegoat for the death of the two 
FBI agents. 

Peltier is incarcerated in Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada, conducting a fight against U.S. 
government attempts to extradite him. 

Funds are needed to continue the defense of 
Indian victims of the Wounded Knee occupation. 
Donations should be sent to Wounded Knee Legal 
Defense/Offense Committee, P.O.Box 4287, 
Omaha, Nebraska 68104, or to the Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee, 1855 Vine St., Vancouver, 
B.C., Canada. 

Letters and telegrams supporting Peltier's 
attempt to gain political asylum in Canada should 
be sent to the Hon. Ron Basford, Minister of 
Justice, House of Commons, Ottawa, Canada. 

Indiana: 
Leonard Crow Dog 

A courageous Sioux medicine man, Leonard 
Crow Dog, is imprisoned in the federal 
penitentiary in Terre Haute, Indiana, victim of a 
series of vicious frame-ups. 

Convicted of assault, he has been refused 
~rmission by the U.S. Supreme Court to remain 
free pending an appeal. 

Like many Native American leaders, Crow Dog 
has been systematically set up and convicted of 
false crimes in an attempt to discredit him with his 
~~k. • 

The first charge against him was "interfering· 
with federal officers'' during the occupation of 
Wounded Knee. Crow Dog escorted four postal 
inspectors from the area after they were arrested by 
Indian-occupation security forces. Although all 
four inspectors testified that he had protected 
them, he was put on trial, convicted and sentenced 
to eleven years in prison. 

Put on probation, he soon found himself facing 
another concocted charge. Two drunken and 
belligerent trespassers, sus~cts in the brutal · 
beating of one of his. nephews and the murder of 
another, drove through log barriers set up at his 
home. Friends repulsed the trespassers while Crow 
Dog only watched, yet he was promptly convicted 
of assault by an all-white jury and sentenced to two ­
five-year terms. 

Last January, he was again spuriously charged 
with assaulting a provocateur who entered his 
house without permission.Another all-white jury 
found him guilty and sentenced him to five years. 

Early last summer; he was freed briefly as he 
sought a U.S. Supreme Court appeal. But the 
Court, which ordinarily takes months to answer 
an appeal, took only a few days to deny his appeal 
and order him to surrender within 24 hours. 

Crow Dog now waits in a maximum security ­
prison for an appeal hearing. 

Who Says There's No 
Equal Employment 

Opportunity? 

D 10 The Seaftfe Times 
Thursday, November II, 1976 

.woman fined 
for illegal 
gill netting 

Karen Reed, 27, a Puyallup Indi­
an convicted of unlawful gillnet 
fishing in closed waters, has been 
fined $250, suspended on condition 
of no more fishing violations. 

Superior Court Judge Francis E. 
Holman also ordered -Miss Reed to 
pay court costs, and confirmed that 
the state has the right to proceeds • 
from selling fish confiscated when 
she was cited October 4, 1975. 

Miss Reed had appealed a Dis­
trict Court conviction. She had a 
p r i o r conviction for fishing in 
closed waters the previous year. 

The unlawful fishing last year 
was about a half mile west of Wesr­
point Light in Puget Sound. 

California: 
Skyhorse and Mohawk 

c 

~ 
i 

Paul Skyhorse, a Minnesota Chippewa, and 
Richard Mohaw)c, a Tuscarora/Mohawk, have 
already spent two years in a Ventura, California 
jail reputed to be the worst in the state. 

The charge is murder of a non-political, 
uninvolved cab driver, yet all available evidence 
points to the fact that the actual murder was 
engineered by the FBI. 

A number ofproblems,including the influence 
of provocateurs inside AIM who kept the 
organization from defending the two men, have 
prevented more than minimal public information 
about the case. It is becoming abundantly clear, 
however, that the trial may reveal the incredible 
lengths to which the FBI will go to frame up Indian 
militancy. 

Sky horse and Mohawk are conducting their own 
defense-. amassing considerable evidence against 
the government, informers and government 
agents. They are still in the pre-trial discovery 
stage of their case~ 

Help is needed badly. Contributions should be 
sent to Skyhorse/Mohawk Judicial Liberation 
Committee, c/o Attorney Andrew Marsh, 326 S. 
"A" St., Oxnard, CA 93030. 

South Dakota: 
Russell Means 

"Since Wounded Knee, I have been arrested 
twelve times-an average of once every two 
months,'' said Russell Means at a press conference 
last June. 

For the past four years, the U.S. government has 
unmercifully harassed the national AIM leader, 
forcing him to trial on a long string of phony 
charges ranging from carrying a concealed weapon 
to assault and murder., -

This war of attrition is a typical federal 
government - attempt to exhaust Means with 
constant legal battles that prevent him from 
actively participating in the Native American 
movement. 

The persecution against Means was cap~d on 
June? when he was shot in the back and seriously 
wounded by a BIA police officer. Means faces a 
continual threat of assassinatioi'i'and is forced m­
use bodyguards at many of his public appearances. 

A fund has been established to · assist Russell 
Means in his determined resistance to physical and 
legal attacks. Donations should be sent to the 
Russell Means Defense Fund, P.O. Box 30116, 
St. Paul, MN 55168. 
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in the Wake 

WAR 
Ill ,.HE 
PACIFIC 

by Fred Hyde 
The spectacle of the blood-splattered gillnet 

boat "Alaska Revenge," tied empty to its dock, 
serves as a grim reminder of the inevitable 
outbreak of violence that erupted on October 24 
when a shotgun blast from the gun of a State 
Fisheries Patrol officer shattered the window of 
the vessel's pilot house and seriously wounded the 
boat's skipper, William Carlson. 

Infuriated gillnetters lay the blame on Federal 
Judge George Boldt's 1974 ruling in support of 
Pacific Northwest Indian treaty rights-the 
''taking of fish at all usual and accustomed 
grounds in common with citizens of the territory.'' 
Boldt's decision directed the State to provide 
Indians the opportunity to harvest 50% of Puget 
Sound salmon runs, and white gillnetters hate him. 

The State blandly insists that the issue is not race 
but "conservation" and a surplus of fishermen. 

Only the Indians and the radicals seem to 
know that the real culprit in the fishing war is 
the severe depletion of the salmon itself, caused 
primarily by the depredations of large fish­
packing corporations whose giant ocean-going 
trollers harvest the lion's share of the salmon 
catch. 

Three other factors contribute to the alarming 
salmon shortage: ( 1) the enormous salmon catch 
from commercial charter boats hired by tens of 
thousands of avid sports fisherpeople, (2) the fatal 
effects of industrial pollution on salmon-spawning 
rivers, and (3) the blockage of salmon runs by 
hydroelectric dams, making breeding impossible . 

. The truth is that both gillnetters and Indians 
have been deprived of their fair share of existing 
fish by the completely unregulated excesses of 
trollers and commercial charter boats, which catch 
far more than their legal share of salmon long 
before the fish ever reach Puget Sound, where both 
Indians and independent white fishermen seek 
their prey. Packing oompanies and charter boats 
together have already harvested over two million 
salmon this year-an all-time record catch! 

Almost everything and everybody, except the 
truly conservation-minded Indians, bear re­
sponsibility for the disastrous dwindling of 
Northwest salmon. Yet Washington State officials 
are insolently provoking the small-businessmen 
gillnetters to vent their rage on the hapless Indians . 

The State Serves Big Business 
Washington State bureaucrats deliberately 

foster and exploit racist sentiment in order to 
obscure the obvious fact that large capitalist firms 
and well-heeled sportspeople, not Judge Boldt or 
the Indians, are the villains. To exacerbate the 
situation after the Boldt decision, the State 
callously doubled the number of fishing licenses 
issued and deliberately instig~ted the current 
financial crisis among gillnetters. But it is hardly 
to be expected that the State Department of 
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of the -Boldt Decision 
Fisheries, created expressly to serve the special 
interests of fishing and canning entrepreneurs, 
charter boat owners and bigtime sportsmen, would 
act otherwise. 

The State-<>f Washington has always persecuted 
Native Americans. Prior to 1974, State Fish and 
Game officers carried out a concerted effort to 
prevent Indians from exercising treaty rights to fish 
off the reservation. Indians were continually 
beaten, jailed and harassed, and their fishing gear 
confiscated and destroyed. 
. When Judge Boldt upheld the Indians' claim, he 
also granted the State emergency powers to close 
fishing areas for conservation purposes. The State 
has arbitrarily exploited this closure power to 
prevent Indians as well as non-Indian gillnetters 
from achieving their quotas. 

Indian fishermen are hardly better off now than 
before the Boldt decision. They have been unable 
to obtain more than 10% to 12% ofthe total salmon 
run this year. And, Indians caught violating 
closure orders are often arrested, thrown in jail or 
fined, and their boats and gear confiscated, just as 
before. 

Non-Indian gillnetters still attempt to ram and 
sink Indian vessels. Whites have vandalized Indian 
equipment and boats, and are wont to open fire in 
order to drive Indian fishermen out of legal fishing 
areas. 

· The State has never protected the Indians from 
the white fishermen. Indeed, -Assistant State 
Attorney General James Johnson of the Fisheries 
Department was guest speaker at a gillnetters' 
protest rally at the State Capitol. He was roundly 
cheered for denouncing the , Boldt decision as 
''morally reprehensible and unconstitutional.'' 

Injured Gillnetter Attacked State Boat 
The near-murder of gillnetter Carlson by State 

Fisheries officers was neither a show of 
government independence in the fishing wars, nor 
an example of concern with law and order. All 
evidence points to the fact that it was a simple act 
of self-defense. 

During the week preceding the shooting, 
gillnetters conducted a terror compaign of high 
speed passes at patrol boats, attempting to swamp 
them and drown the officers. And the State 
Patrolman who opened fire was simply trying to 
prevent Carlson from ramming his 35-foot gillnet 
boat into the smaller patrol skiff and slicing it in 
half. • 

The duel took place at Foulweather Bluff, a 
choice fishing site closed to all gillnetting, and the 
scene of increasingly hostile confrontations 
between Fisheries officials and non-Indian 
gillnetters. Carlson was one of thirty gillnetters 
fishing in defiance of State closure of the area; the 
fleet's stated purpose was to focus attention on the 
despised Bold~ecision. 

Two days after Carlson was shot, gillnetter 
boats flying black flags met President Ford's 
hydrofoil vessel when he arrived in Seattle for a 
waterfront election rally. More gillnetters 
approached him on the shore, waving signs 
decrying the fate of their new martyr and 
proclaiming their ''Revolt against Boldt.'' 

Later that week, hundreds of incensed 
gillnetters and their families marched on the State 
Capitol, demanding that Governor Evans and the 
legislature stop the closures and disarm the 
Fisheries patrols. The angry crowd denounced the 
closures as the product of a scheme to allocate fish 
to the Indians, blind to the fact that the State also 
closes off waters to Indians, prohibits fishing by 
anybody at certain sites for conservation purposes, 
and generally prevents both the Indians and non-

Indians from interfering with fish slated for the 
deep-sea corporate fisheries and charter boats. 

The gillnetters have been driven to desperation 
measures by economic pressure. They claim they 
are going broke, and there is no question but that 
the system isn't working for the small 
fishermen-white and Indian alike. But the whites 
want the return of affluence at the expense of their 
even poorer and much longer oppressed lnd.ian 
colleagues. 

Given their current shortsighted and frenzied 
course, the white gillnetters cannot achieve their 
goal of open fishing. Until they are prepared to 
take on their real enemies-large-scale 
commercial fisheries and their government 
agents-they have nowhere to go but away from 
the sea. Or else towards escalated violence. 

The Long Fishing-Rights Voyage 
Indian tribal leaders fear further bloodshed and 

expect to be the next victims. Their frustration 
with the lack of State protection, and apprehension 
over increased violent attacks, have led them to 
call on the FBI to intervene and protect their civil 
rights. Dismayed by the media's fascination with 
the novel problems of newly-impoverished white 
fishermen, and the tacit support and 
encouragement of illegal acts by white gillnetters, 
the tribes associated with the Point Elliott Treaty 
Conference called a news conference to demand 
swift government action in their defense .. But most 
Indian leaders expect little help from the very FBI 
agents who, as servants of America's ruling class, 
are harassing and persecuting Native Americans 
across the nation. 

Local Indian leaders have always relied on 
themselves and their supporters to exert pressure 
against the government. Militant demonstrations, 
rallies, fish-ins, protest picket lines, extensive 
legal action, and well-publicized, deliberate 
flaunting of State-imposed closures have marked 
the decades-long campaign of Pacific Northwest 
Indians to draw local, nationwide and international 
attention to their plight in Washington State. 

Western Washington Indians are fishers; they 
can barely survive without access to their 
traditional source of food and chief occupation, 
and that is why the Indian fishing rights movement 
in Washington State has been so protracted and 
insistent, winning media notice, extensive 
community support and, eventually, the Boldt 
decision itself. 

The gillnetters learned their propaganda tactics 
directly from their Indian competitors. But it will 
be the Indians, undoubtedly, not the white 
fishermen, who will be the first to offer a united 
front in order to launch a concerted drive against 
their common opponents. Only in this way will the 
workers and concerned segment of the public come 
to understand the class-war character of the fishing 
conflict. 

••••• 
At a time when physical and political assaults on 

Indian rights are exploding from all directions, it is 
vital that radicals, feminists, minorities and class­
conscious working people join with the Indian 
Tribes of Washington in defense of their treaty 
rights, their sovereignty as autonomous nations, 
and such tenuous victories as the Boldt decision. It 
is only through solidarity on a vastly increased 
scale that further violence can be averted, the war 
in the Pacific between two deprived sectors of 
working fishermen brought to a welcome halt, and 
the salmon run rescued from extinction. 

Fred Hyde is a Seattle attorney who is 
well-versed in Indian treaty law. 
Involved in Indian legal defense work 
and in civil rights cases, he is a member of 
the National Lawyers Guild and an active 
sOcialist. 

The Fre~ Socialist, Fall, t976 Page ts 

,_;::: 



Editorial · 
Return of the Native, 1976 

Before issuing the injunction ordering the Puyallups to 
leave Cascadia, Judge Morrell Sharp lashed out at the tribe 
with classic petty bourgeois indignation over its 
"aggression" against the State of Washington. 

"It's like taking over your neighbor's house and then 
telling them that they'll have to sue you to get it back," 
intoned this dignitary. 

Now just wait a minute, Judge. Who stole what from 
whom? Who are the real aggressors? Whose house is it? 

We are reminded of the delicious statement made recently 
by S.I. Hayakawa, Senator-elect from California: "I think 
we should keep the Panama Canal. We stole it fair and 
square." 

In its insatiable lust for wealth and privilege, the 
American capitalist class stole three million square miles of 
territory from the Indians, carving its empire out of the 
unspoiled homeland of the original inhabitants of this 
continent. Racism and "Manifest Destiny" were the 
primary ideological weapons of the conquest, and the roots 
of imperialism spring from the corpses and sacked 
civilizations of the native tribes. 

America was not "discovered" but invaded, and "fair 
and square" genocide followed swiftly in the shadows of 
this greatest land grab in history. 

When white Europeans first came to this land, 
approximately six million natives flourished here. Today, 
perhaps one million have survived the carnage. 

Thi~~_!l()le~a!e ~la~_gp.te! is rivalled in history only by the 
Nazi holocaust against the Jews and America's latest war of 
extermination against the Vietnamese. 

Strong parallels exist between the Vietnamese fight for 
liberation and the struggle of the Native American. Janet 
McCloud, a Pacific Northwest Indian leader, once remarked 
that the Vietnamese need only look at the Indians to see what 
their future would be should they lose the war. 

The drive for Indian liberation is basically one of national 
self-determination-the right to live as an independent and 
autonomous nation. The various Indian nations and tribes 
possess every attribute of a classic nation: a common 
geography, language, culture, tradition and distinctive 

mode of production. Every truly national struggle involves a 
primary fight for Iand-a fight to regain lost territory andre­
establish political hegemony over it. This is the crux of the 
matter. 

But men like Hayakawa and Judge Sharp are seriously 
worried about something even more dangerous than Indian 
self-determination and sovereignty. Indian demands pose 
an explicit threat to the most sacred of all capitalist 
fetishes-private property. 

Private ownership of the land, a concept totally alien to 
the Indian communalistic society, is a cornerstone of 
capitalist property relations. By occupying land that is 
rightfully theirs, Indians strike a blow at the very foundation 
of the entire capitalist system. 

So it is unlikely that the· white government which stole the 
land in the first place will return it without bloody 
contention. For in the final analysis, only a complete 
transformation of the economic system by means of social 
revolution will guarantee the right of Native Americans to 
nationhood and freedom. The ruling class knows this, and 
properly fears the implicit and logical connection between 
Indian nationalism and revolutionary internationalism. 

Indians want independence and then some. They want 
what amounts to a socialist transformation of their lands, 
which is bound to have a wonderfully contagious effect on 
workers in the white private-property sector. 

The ruling class is not anxious to aid and abet such 
subversion. 

The Puyallups occupied Cascadia and proclaimed to the 
world that "This is Indian land-we're not leaving!" This 
was a revolutionary act. In a simple but profound act of 
elementary social self-defense, they expropriated the 
expropriators. If this be "aggression," let all 
revolutionaries throw a gala potlach in its honor. 

The United States IS Indian land. We cannot undo the past 
or mitigate its horrors, but all who profess belief in justice 
and fair play can rise to the defense of Native Americans' 
historic right to a free and secure future on their own soil. 

It is the ineradicable human right of the Indian nations to 
determine their own fate and manifest their own destiny, fair 
and square. 

FSP Conference Resolution on Native Americans 
The April, 1976 Tenth Anniversary Conference of the 

Freedom Socialist Party featured an extensive discussion 
of the Native American movement for self­
determination. The last issue of the Freedom Socialist 
contained a brief summary of the major pbint of that 
discussion. The summary expresses the FSP's basic 
programmatic approach to the Indian struggle and 
reaffirms its longstanding support to Native American 
militants. -Editors. 

A life-and-death battle against the extermination tactics of 
the federal government is being waged by American Indians 
as they mobilize to resist an unendittg wave of attacks and 
political murders. This is a people deprived of their 
homelands, traditional means of livelihood, communal 
lifestyle, culture of naturalism and humanism, and basic 
pride and dignity. They are struggling desperately for their 
very survival as a people. 

Lenore Norrgard, who has been working with Native 
Americans for two years, told the FSP Conference that ''we 
must thoroughly recognize the Native American struggle as 
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one of national self-determination, and pay particular 
attention to the key role of women in their movement.'' 

Said Marcel Hatch, ''The American _radical movement 
must prepare for the defense of the Indians from full-scale 
attack by the government and vigilante groups.'' 

The heroic resistance of the Native American to capitalist 
genocide is not slackening and the fight for freedom is 
intensifying all over the country. This land is their land, and 
their right to a secure future in it must be confirmed. 

Victory to the s_truggle for Indian liberation! 

Yvonne Wanrow 

Diane Didrickson, Alaskan Tlinget, addresses a 
Women's Rights Day audience, recounting the little­
known career of Princess Angeline, daughter of 
Chief Sealth (Seattle). Angeline's generous help to 
the white settlers was never understood or respected, 
and her humanity was abused, scorned and 
exploited. 

Ms. Didrickson is a member of Radical Women. 
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Money, Anyone? 

FSP Fund Drive 
Scoreboard 

The FSP's Publications and Travel fund drive has 
raised $8,125, roughly $2,000 short of our $10,000 
goal which must be reached by the end of this year. 

Publications and travel are enormously expensive, 
but decisive in spreading the word-presenting our 
revolutionary program to working people and 
concerned students all over the country. 

Publishing' a newspaper, printing and reprinting 
basic documents, attending regional conferences and 
conducting speaking tours demand money, dinero, 
rubles and bread, man. So we need your help! 

We are all workers who give as much as we can, but 
we depend greatly on the generosity and support of our 
readers and friends. 

Please help put us over the top. Your contributions, 
large or small, enable us to sustain our growing 
movement for socialist feminism and working class 
power. 

You can mail checks and money orders to us at 
Freeway Hall. 

THE FREEDOM SOCIALIST 
Volume 2, No. 2 Fall, 1976 
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No Hablamos Espanol 
En Esta Edicion 

Un Desculpe a Nuestros 
Leedores de Espanol 

Porque estabamos cortos de tiempo, desafortunada­
mente no podimos traducir a espafiol ninguno de los articu­
los en esta edici6n especial del Freedom Socialist. 

Los desarrollos recentes en la lucha de los Indios nos han 
forzado ·a publicar~sta edici6n adelante de nuestro plan de . 
realizaci6n. 

Nuestros traductores estan ocupados trabajando en 
nuestra proxima publicaci6n que si tendra una grande 
secci6n en espanol. 

Gracias por su paciencia. Sabemos de que estan decep­
ci6nados tambien nosotros lo estamos. iHasta manana! 
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Native American 
Women In Action 

by Monica Hill 

I don't want to come here just to entertain you. I'm not 
here to stimulate you. If it had been anybody else but the 
Radical Women group that asked me to speak, I wouldn't 
have come. 

Does it do any good to open up our wounds and speak to 
you from our hearts, not only about our future, but your 
future? How many of you feel secure in your future? How 
many of you feel you have rights or a real choice in 
elections? 

How many of you believe Chief Seattle, who warned, 
'Nation LJows nation, like waves upon the sea. Even 
your nation, now on top of the heap, will decay. And thel) 
in the future we may find out we may be sisters and 
brothers after all.' 

We shall see. 

The speaker is Janet McCloud of the 
Tulalip tribe, superb orator, incorruptible 
Indian rights leader, and eloquent tribunal 
for her people. 

Appearing on a large stage together with 
three other courageous Native American 
women activists-Yvonne W anrow, Sally 
Fixico and Barbara Means-she is 
addressing a rapt audience of 400 who 
have come to the University of 
Washington HUB Auditorium on October 
22 to attend a unique public forum on 
"Native American Women in Acti~: 
Many Fronts, One Struggle." 

The historic forum has attracted Indians 
from Canada, Oregon and Eastern 
Washington, as well as Blacks, Chicanos, 
Asians and whites from Seattle, Tacoma, 
Everett and Olympia, Washington. 
Sponsored by U. W. Radical Women and 
the Freedom Socialist Party, the forum 
graphically demonstrates the keen affinity 
and fervent sense of solidarity of radicals., 

militants and humanitarians with the 
Indian cause. 

When Janet McCloud says, "Whites 
are here by treaty, not by discovery, not by 
conquest. One can't build on stolen 
property! " the audience cheers, 
applauding the woman who radiates so 
much pride, dignity, bitterness and 
passion as she relates the terrible story of 
her aggrieved ·and tortured people. 

McCloud, and the sisters on the 
platform like her, personally symbolize 
the enduring strength, intelligence and 
nobility of character that endow the 
struggle of Native Americans with its 
dynamic. Their discussion ranges widely 
and knowledgeably over the many 
battlefields of the war for survival: fishing 
rights; legal defense; the police; health, 
housing and education; welfare officials; 
civil rights; jobs; the B.I.A. 

And through it all runs the red thread of 
their encompassing love for children-all 
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Many Fronts, 
One Struggle 

children-and family, plus their 
commitment to recovering, preserving and 
bequeathing their singular native culture. 

McCloud and the Fishing­
Rights Struggle 

Janet McCloud, mother of eight, 
grandmother of seven, and frequent leader 
of thousands, is suffused with compassion 
and anger. She has spent her life resisting 
racism, capitalism, sexist courts and 
customs, cultural annihilation, poverty, 
broken treaties, and the harassment and 
murder of family members, friends and 
co-fighters. 

She was instrumental in focusing public 
attention on Indian fishing rights. She 
interested both Dick Gregory, the Black 
comedian and social activist, and Jane 
Fonda, the actress, in the fishing struggle, 
and they came to Washington frequently 
to help her. She has organized 
innumerable civil rights and welfare 
demonstrations and is currently in the 
forefront of the Native American Rights 
Fund movement to uphold the landmark 
Boldt decision on Indian fishing in 
Washington State. 

But McCloud takes care not to over­
emphasize the significance of this legal 
decision. 

''The salmon run was once thick 
enough for people to walk across the 
stream on the backs of the fish," she says. 
"And now it is devastated. When fish first 
became non-perishable through the 
freezing process in the early 1900's, 
commercial fishing companies broke 
treaties with impunity-treaties that 
permitted white citizens to fish only for 

survival needs, not companies and 
governments to plunder for profit. Now 
there is not enough fish left for Indians to 
make a living. 

"A racist system deprives us of 
schooling, job training and jobs, and we 
face the loss of the one source of livelihood 
remaining to us. But the Boldt decision, 
even if it were enforced, and it is not, does 
not protect Indian rights to scientifically . 
replenish the fish stock. All the decision 
does is preserve our rights to fifty per cent 
of nothing, which is nothing." 

Indians first demonstrated against 
wholesale 'decimation of the salmon run by 
big business in 1915, McCloud informs 
her listeners. "Many fought, many died. 
If it weren't for our ancestors' struggles, 
we wouldn't have any of the rights we 
have today.'' 

McCloud's closing remarks engendered 
a standing ovation. ''I don't want to waste 
a minute of my life. I want to live it to its 
fullest extent, despite all the negative 
things. For I can still feel joy in my heart 
when I see my grandchildren take their 
first steps or say their first word. Indian 
people's inherent love of freedom and life 
is so strong it stands under the worst 
threats. But life is threatened. It is time to 
fight and win together-now!" 

Yvonne Wanrow: Murder Conviction 
Anyone who resists the system, 

including its stifling and sexist legal 
mores, will be persecuted. Yvonne 
Wanrow is a Native American mother of 
three who faces prison for killing a 
convicted child molester who threatened 



1le 

ies and 
fit. Now 
1dians to 

us of 
and we 

relihood 
ecision, 
ot, does 
tifically . 
lecision 
:>ercent 

against 
1run by 
nforms 
y died. 
1ggles, 
hts we 

ndered 
, waste 
t to its 
gative 
'heart 
: their 
indian 
1d life 
worst 
me to 

~tion 

:tern, 
legal 
onne 
er of 
1g a 
ened 

her young son, and she vividly recounts 
the plight of a fighting woman, as it 
happened to her. 

She prefaces her speech with an Indian 
prayer for the unity of all races.· 'Come 
together like headwork, for I am not the 
only mother suffering from the threat of 
being separated from my children." 

Condemning the racist courts, Wanrow · 
tells how a 7-year-old victim of the child 
molester was not allowed to testify at her 
trial, although a 3-year-old child was 
permitted to testify in another case of rape 
of a white child. "I believe children have 
some rights," she says. "My children 
believe they have rights. And that includes 
the right to testify in their own defense." 

Sentenced to 25- years in prison, 
W anrow' s conviction was later overturned 
by the Spokane, Wa. Court of Appeals, 
which ruled that a secret tape recording of 
her initial report to the police was 
inadmissible evidence. The state 
prosecutor appealed the reversal and 
Wanrow now awaits a State Supreme 
Court decision. 

• • Any minute now those nine men 
seated on the Supreme Court will decide 
whether or not I serve the 25-year jail 
term. But I'm not.going to let them scare 
me," she says quietly but fiercely. "I 
can't." 

This compelling woman sees her legal 
fight as closely linked to the striving of 
every Native American for independence. 
She believes that nothing less than her 
abiding right to Indian culture, heritage, 
and land is at stake. 

She relates a story of going camping 
with her children on land given to her by 
her mother. Two white men threatened her 
and actually drove her off the land. "It's 
one thing to feel misjudged and misplaced, 
pushed around, disgraced and 

.isrespel:(ed in one's own country. It's 
another thing to have it happen to you on 
the land of your grandfather, right where 
you were born amtraised," shesa)'s. - -

Composed, deliberate and tired when 
s;_ begins, Wanrow quickly develops 

audience- rapport and engages the 
sympathy of her hearers. At the close of 
her presentation, she is excited by the 
interest and warm reponse, and she · 
sparkles. 

Wounded Knee: The Horror of a 
Government Massacre 

The violence of the two white males 
violating Yvonne Wanrow's land is a 
microcosm of the outrage perpetrated on 
Barbara Mean's Pine Ridge, South Dakota 
reservation at Wounded Knee. 

In 1890, the U.S. Army massacred 350 
unarmed Native Americans there. In 
1973, the government again moved on 
Wounded · Knee. "This time," says 
Means, "with 16 armored personnel 
carriers, 6 helicopters, 2 Phantom jets, 

120 sniper rifles, 20 grenade launchers, 
400,000 rounds of ammunition and 
hundreds of U.S. Marshals and FBI 
agents." __ 

Thirty-five people died at Wounded 
Knee that time. "But only the Indians who 
took up arms . in self-defense are being 
forced to defend themselves in court,'' 
says Means. "The FBI agents and 
marshals got off scot free." 

Janet McCloud later challenges the 
audience about the retaliatory murders, 
harassment and prison sentences 
proliferating at Pine Ridge. "How many 
of you know about Gladys Bissenette' s 14-
year-old daughter who was raped, 
sexually tortured ' and murdered in Pine 
Ridge? How many of you know, how 
many of you care?'' 

Barbara Means, a University of 
Washington · graduate student and 
researcher in Indian history, stresses the 
need for appropriate education relevant to 
Indian life and talks about recent research 
project data illuminating the unusual 
learning capacity of Indian children. 
Means hopes to become an historian of her 
people's deeds and culture. 

Education for Indians: Out of Sight 
Sally Fixico's battle to increase Native 

American enrollment at Evergreen State 
College in Olympia, Washington is part 
and parcel of the uphill struggle of all 
minority students systematically denied 
education and vocational training. 

After being promised funds from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, twenty Native 
American students were forced to leave 
the Evergreen campus because the BIA 
reneged on them, just as it has on 20,000 
Indian students throughout the U.S. 

"They let in just enough of us to fill 
their quotas, then they deprive us of the 
funds and faculty we need to finish," 
Fixico says. 

Indian students recommend teachers ·ro­
be hired and the Evergreen adminstration 
"loses" their resumes. Athletes and 
wealthy Vietnamese refugees receive 
tuition waivers, but the Indians who once 
owned the very land that Evergreen rests 
on get nothing. "I've been at Evergreen 
five years! It's taking me so long because 
I'm fighting," says Fixico, radiating pride 
and defiance. 

Evergreen State College, ironically, is 
touted as a mecca for liberals. 
Unstructured and "progressive," it is 
rated as terribly avant garde. Fighting 
Fixico, a mother of two, doesn't think the 
college is so hot. In addition to her activity 
with the ·Native Affierican Student 
Organization and the Third World 
Coalition on campus, she works with the 
tribal and public school systems, and the 
Olympia Indian Center. 

Paraphrasing Chief Sitting Bull, she 

JANET McCLOUD, a widely-known Tulalip, is a longtime leader of 
Pacific Northwest Indians. Dedication to her people and eloquence on 
their behalf have won her the love of thousands of Indians, Blacks, 
Chicanos and whites who respect her integrity and fighting spirit. 

explains the importance of joining forces 
with otheroppressedgroups.· ···It's like the 
fingers of your hand; if you fight with one 
at a time, they'llcutyoudown. Ifyoumeet 
them with one mighty fist, they can't 
beat you. This fist is all of us-women, 
Indians, Blacks, sexual minorities, 
Chicanos, Asian Americans-all of us!'' 

Fixico, like so many Indian children, 
spent much of her childhood in a B.I.A. 
school and she pays tribute to women lik~ 
Janet and Edith McCloud and Maiselle 
Bridges who resurrected the Native 
American heritage for her. " .Women like 
Janet, my main teacher, kept going on. 
They didn't stop, because it is not a 
stopping thing," she says. 

Both Separate and Together 
All the speakers exude a strong sense of 

nationhood, of dedication to their unique 
national culture. 

''The Amercan system is forcing us to 
preserve our culture in museums. I don't 
want my culture in a museum,'' says 
Barbara Means flatly. "I want to live_it, 
and I want to die in it-as an Oglala 
Sioux." 

To Janet McCloud, the boundary lines 
are very clear. "We are a sovereign 
nation, with our own ways. I cannot see 
any cavalry charging to protect as. And I 
Wouldn't call the FBI on my worst 
enemy!'' 

These women are different than non­
Indian women. Yet they seem to feel a 
sisterhood with all other concerned 
women. Yvonne Wanrow mourns her 
people who ·are being beaten, shot, 
tortured and killed. ''When is it going to 
end?" she pleads. "When are people 
going to wilke up and do something to help 
us? When are they going to be together? If 
I have to go to prison, I would like to think 
that there are people who are continuing 
the struggle for Native Americans, for all 
of us women, for our children." - -.-.. -

continued on next page 

Top: MADLYNE SCOTT was an 
effective chairperson of the' forum, 
freely and warmly expressing 
admiration for the panel members­
her "sisters in struggle." 
Above: The animated people in this 
photo are enjoying a Freeway Hall 

..reception for the four guest speakers. 

The Freedom Socialist, Fall, 1976 Page 19 



... Puyallups Evict State 
continued from page 5 

The Undersecretary of the Department 
of the Interior, R. Dennis Ickes, who 
smiled diplomatically at the news cameras 
as he was greeted by the drummers at the 
front door of the facility, took over the 
negotiations. He pledged to "take 
appropriate action for the return of the 
property" to be held in trust by the U.S. 
government for the Puyallup Tribe. 
"Appropriate action," however, actually 
meant action according to the wishes of the 
State of Washington. Since the feds had 
already taken the "action" of stealing the 
land from the Tribe, and a federal 
restraining order was hanging over their 
heads, tlie Puyallups had little reason to 
trust the federal government to act in their 
interests. 

Negotiations seemed to drag on 
endlessly·. Minutes before a court-ordered 
deadline, as everyone was gearing up for 
marshals to-come busting in, news would 
fly through the buildings that a 
postponement had been granted. People 
would sigh with relief and go back to 
work, while reporters rushed off with their 
hot stories. 

Finally, on Saturday, minutes before 
the final deadline. agreement was reached. 

The terms essentially provided that in 
return for the Puyallups and their 
supporters leaving the premises, one small 
building and a parcel of land would 
immediately revert to U.S. government 
ownership for tribal use. In addition, the 
Secretary of the Department of the Interior 
would review the claim of the State to the 
facility and, depending on its 
determination, would ''take immediate 

_ and appropriate action ... for the return of 
the (total) property to the trusteeship of the 
United States for (the) Tribe." 

A Qualified Victory 
Did the insurgent Indians win this 

battle? Yes. The outcome was not an 
unqualified victory, for the Puyallups 
were forced to leave the premises without 
a deed to the total property in their hands. 
But they held ( 1) a deed for a portion of the 
facility, and (2) a written assurance that 
the disputed ownership question would be 
speedily resolved. 

The federal government, of course, is · 
not to be trusted, but the Puyallups raised 
their struggle with the intertwined 
government bureaucracies to a new level. · 
They demonstrated a resounding refusal to 
accept legalistic brushoffs and decisively 

proved that if they could not get action, 
they would take action. And the feds know 
that if total victory doesn't follow from 
this skirmish, the Puyallup wars will erupt 
again. 

Skillful public relations and negotiating 
tactics by the Indians avoided reprisals and 
injuries, and maintained intact all the 
occupying personnel. The Indians lost 
nothing and gained much. 

After the agreement was signed, 
Ramona Bennett addressed her troops. 

"Six to eight acres of this land will be 
broken away and given to us with no 
reservations. This will provide land for our 
schools. The next time we come here, 
we 'II have the title in our hands and won't 
have to worry about any goddamn 
marshals blowing up our building. 

''The Puyallup Tribe thanks all of you 
who have been here with us . We know this 
kind of courage comes from a real 
understanding of the link between all our 
needs. We offer you our deepest thanks 
and appreciation. '' 

A mighty cheer rose from all the people 
assembled there at Cascadia, and then the 
low drumbeat began. Everyone moved 
slowly in a circle around the drummers, 
voices mingled in the familiar A.I.M. 

... Native American_Women 
continued from preceding page 

Generous Audience Response 
When the thunderous applause at the 

conclusion of the speakers panel subsides . 
a brief discussion from the floor ensues. 

Constance Scott, President of Radical 
Women, refers to the deep-seated racism 
and sexism in America. "Radical 
Women's program states that only if there 
is recognition and mutual support among 
all oppressed people, especially minority 
women, can we truly come together with 
the mighty fist that Sally Fixico spoke 
about, ' ' she says. 

The organizer of the FSP, Gloria 
Martin, · takes the floor to salute the 
personal strength, courage and warmth of 
the panelists. She urges the audience to dig 
deeply into their pockets for money to 
support Indian struggles, and well over 
$300 is speedily collected and distributed 
to the speakers. 

After interesting remarks by a few more 
participants, the exciting meeting is over. 
Its high quality is no small tribute to the 
skill and impact of the chairperson, 
Madlyne Scott, a Black woman veteran of 
the civil rights, anti-war and radical 
movements (she started in her early 
teens!). Scott precedes each speaker with a 
carefully prepared introduction, and her 
chairing is laced with cordiality and wit. 
The mutual respect and empathy betwee~ 
Scott and the panelists contribute 
significantly to the ambience of the forum. 

The crowd now browses among the 
many literature tables set up in the 
auditorium by supportive groups, 
including the Organization of Arab 
Students, the University's Minority 
Affairs Commission and Ethnic Cultural 
Center, YWCA, ERA Coalition, United 
Farmworkers, Native American Solidarity 

Committee, the sponsoring organizations 
and others. 

A post-forum reception for the four 
women speakers follows at nearby 
Freeway Hall, crowded far into the night 
with politically-minded people conducting 
intense discussions with the guests 
of honor. 

The clarion call for action raised by the 
panelists during the forwp. has energized 
everybody, and now, fortified by well­
prepared food and drink, the people are 
communicating to the guests and to each 
other their common determination to heed 
the call for active support of the Native 
American's vital and enduring crusade for 
sovereignty. 

••••• 
The summons is not long in coming. 
Only 24 hours later, the Puyallup Tribe 

in neighboring Tacoma favors us with a 
midnight phone call announcing their 
takeover of Cascadia. "We need your 
help," they say. 

And they got it, unstinted help, help for 
which the groundwork was paved by an 
inspiring group of Indian women of action 
who brilliantly motivated us to join their 
many embattled fronts. 

All power to the Native American 
Nation and their beautiful women's 
vanguard! 

Monica Hill was the leader of the first 
staff strike in history at the University of 
Washington, in 1973. As a Marxist 
citizen of the world, she has traveUed to 
Euro~, Asia, and Africa and is at home 
in many cultw:es. 
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anthem, fists raised in proud victory. 
The siege was over. 
The saga of the Puyallup invasion of 

Cascadia has already carved a niche in the 
annals of revolutionary heroism by the 
oppressed and outcast. The birth of Chief 
Leschi Indian Medical Building is an 
inspiration to all warriors of social justice. 

It was thrilling and illuminating for me 
to be there. As a revolutionary socialist , a 
Marxist-Leninist-Trotskyist, I felt that I 
had been swept up in a dress rehearsal for 
revolution, a preview of the coming ·main 
event in this country when the capitalist 
liars and plunderers will finally be 
overcome and a socialist democracy 
established in the spirit and tradition of the 
great Indian nations . 

For socialism, after all, is nothing more 
or less than the "revival, in a higher form, 
of the liberty, equality and fraternity of the 
ancien!_ matriarchal clans. " Lewis H. 
Morgan, the great American 
anthropologist and student of Indian 
society, wrote this in 1877, and I have just 
learned this lesson through living with the 
Puyallups for one incredible week almost 
one hundred years later. 

Yes, the siege is over. But make no 
mistake-the war goes on . 

FORUM DANCER 
Gerrid. Weaskus, a 
seven-year-old Nez 

Perce Indian, 
performs a War 

Dance to the 
accompaniment of 

Sioux music. 
The youth, carrying 

on the culture 
of his people, 

was enthusiastically 
received by the audience 

at the Native 
American Women's 

Forum at the 
University of 
Washington. 




