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like. It turns out to be more
- pleasing, I think, both for r}r:e
and the person buying the
painting. \I'm doing some-
thing that somebody wants

and they’re getting what they
want,

“I've developed by own
techniques and I have my
own way of expressing my-
self. By looking at my work,
people can tell what kind of
person I am. I don't want to
paint like somebody else just
to make money or become
known. I want to be myself
rather than copy someone
else’s style. It's harder work,
but it’s more rewarding.”

In the offseason, Locklear
works at his studio in Pem-
broke, where he lives with
his mother, among the Lum-
bee Indians, The Lumbees
used to be Cherokees, but the

government chamged their
designation to avoid confu-
sion with the Cherokees who
live in the northwestern part

of the state around Asheville,
The Lumbees have at least
one advantage over the Cher-
okees: They live on their own
property instead of on ga
reservation.

“Reservation life degrades
you,” Locklear said. “It limits
everything. It's like pptting a
dog in a cage.”

No one bas put Locklear in
a cage. He has played base-
ball from New York to Hawaii
and his paintings have been
on exhibit from New York to
Los Angeles and “San Diego,
where he is a partner in the
Marpath Indian Store,

- AS an acknowledgement of
Locklear's achievements, the-
Governor of North Carolina
proclaimed last Jan. 31 Gene
Locklear Day in the state. Ap-
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proximately 1,000 people at-
tended a dinner in his honor.

“I'm the only professional
baseball player and the only
professional artist who comes
from my community,” he said.
“At the age of 27, from where
I come from, I've accomplish-
ed a lot.”

The New York Times
Gene Locklear
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ROBERT W. (RED) FENWICK
Has bottomless well of stor_ies.

‘ BILL MYERS.
E‘u o By BILL o
) Denver Post S&aif Writer

® - Every once in aﬁhﬂe natlire makes @ mistake, and
it made a whopper with Red Fenwick. It let fiim be
born in Indiana.

D Now. meaning no offense to Indiana, but as even a
damfool knows, Red and the West make a perfect
match. At least, he could’ve been born in lowa or

D Arkansas, which are a little left of the Mississippi.

But, as with most natural mistakes, things came out
all right in the end. Red and the West (led by ‘its
heartland, Wyoming) adopted each other All adoptlons
should work out so well.

Kobert W. Fenwick was a snot-nosed k1d of 9 and his
tair was red when his folks moved to Wyoming. He's 67
now and some fluke thing has turned his hair white,
During the 58 years in between, the Fenwick-West Mu-
tual Admiration Society became an msututxon and it’s
stitl going strong.

The West, again led by its Wyoming heartla;ld has
made it plain how it feels about Red. The latest of
many honors it has showered on him came Frlday night

when the University of Wyoming awarded }um EY Doctop
of Laws degree, the university's highest honor.

And Red has made it plain how he fpels about the
West. He'’s poked good-natured fun atrits laughable side,
heaped praise on its good side and scolded it on its bal :
side. Red’ll still fight any man who says- the good’ s1¢e
ain't a hell of a lot bigger than the bad side.

arm . as

e

/yoming

Why, he’s even defended Wyoming weather. If you
don’t believe that, get his book, “Red Fentvick’s "West,”
and read his article, “My Heart Is In Wyoming.”

His business has been stories, and he got intp the
right ‘business. Stories flock to him like cowhands to the
supper table and they stick to him like burfs to a
coyote’s-tail. He’s written most of the . prmtable Yones
and he’s still trying to tell all the rest. Etther way, the
well seems to have no bottom.

For instance, here’s one of his favontes that Dever
went through the typewriter: .

During oneof the many years that Red covered the
Natignal Western Stock Show.for The Denver Post, he
ran into a- top-noich horse breeder from Lewiston,

Idaho.: That was a lot of years ago and Réd can’t
remémber his name. - :

| got to talking to hli-n ” Red d “and he ]mew
more about horses than any fella I eVer met.” ’

As a young.man, the breeder hlted on as & hand dur-
ing a cattle roundup on a big Montana ranch. Béing the
newest hand, he had to observe the tough senjority
rules among 'the cowboys. Among other things, that
meant waiting till. last to rope his saddle horses.. .

From the first, he noticed that one gélding in the herd '
was head-and-shoulders above the others in class —
“He had a lot of bottom, a lot of strength”’ — and the
breeder figured he’d be the first horse roped.

He was surprised when all the other cewpokes ignored
the horse. There was a big question mark in his. brain,
but the breeder roped the horse anyhow whenhis turn
came.

Then, after he’'d saddled and bridled the eritter, he
found out what the other cowboys knew,

_““The minute you mounted him, he’d come: undone.”
he said. “He bucked like a rodeo saddle-bronc, but if

could stay on him, he got it out of his system and
gitled down and was a damn good horse.”
: trouble was, the horse did it every time he was
ted — once, twice or two dozen times a day.
e breeder put his head to the problem because he
't want to see a horse with so much potential go to
ste. It seemed hopeless.

i then one day he got an idea, Just beforg he mounted
th! horse, the breeder — who chewed.toleco. — pulled
it head over to him with the reiis and spit a big gob of
iobacco juice in the gelding’s left eye.
r»'l'he horse, of course, blinked violently for quite a
while. The breeder slipped into the saddle quickly and
& horse walked off without bucking.

““Now, why did that work?

#*“Well,” said the breeder, “a horse is a dumb — - -
de— and he can have only one thing on his mind at a
time.






RED FENWICK IS PRESENTED WAR BONNET BY SOUTHERN UTE JULIUS CLOUD

1952 Denver Post Photo

Eddie Box, another Southern Ute, looked on as Fenwick was adopted into the tribe.

Fenwick Still Riding High

F Continued from page 4.

perintendent in Yellowstone National Park three years,
then worked briefly for the Greybull Standard, a weekly
newspaper at Greybull. :

“From there, I went fo Casper and in a short time
became city editor of the Casper Times, a morning
daily. I became interested in politics, served as press
secretary to the laie Sen. Harry H. Schwartz and, after
his defeat, went to work for the old Casper Tribune-
Herald, now the Casper Star-Tribune.

“I had become disillusioned with politics, finally ac-
cepted an offer in 1942 to work as a general assignment
reporier for The Denver Post. I've been here ever
since. ‘

“At one time, I was Rocky Mountain Empire editor,
roving editor of The Denver Post covering 13 Western
states for five years, then went back to general assign-
ment. I never aspired to be an editor in the first
place.” ' '

An all-around newspaperman he sure as hell is. Al-
though Red undoubtedly is The Post's most widely
known and best-like staffer, he never was too proud to
write obituaries or any of the other rogtine stories that
are a newspaper’s bread and butter ~ and that was
every day, up to and including the last day he worked
full-time for The Post.

HE RETIRED LAST OCT. 1, but as any loyal Ridin’
the Range fan knows, he still writes the Sunday column,
plus doing special assignments for The Post.

All of Red’s awards, official and unofficial, have a
good story behind them, but not all are funny, by a
long shot.

Take the Denver Press Club’s news-writing award of
1947, for instance. That's the first one Red ever won
and he’s especially proud of it — not just for the honor
but for the good he wagable to do for some of his best
friends, the Navajo Indians.

During his roving-assignment days with The Post, he
was crossing part of the Navajo reservation in New
Mexico by bus. He struck up a conversation with a
young Navajo who sat down beside him and the Indian
informed him his people were starving, '

There were several reasons, chief among them being
a drought, overgrazing by sheep and failure of the
Navajos’ vital gardens.

So Red hurried back to Denver, got his car and “went
out to the reservation to see these things for myself.”
He spent 30 days on the job and found out that ng part
of the Indian’s story was exaggerated.

He took along a Navajo interpreter and learned that
although telephones on the reservation were limited to
headquarters and trading posts, Indians in the remotest
areas knew of his mission. It was, Red says, an exam-
ple of the “moccasin telegraph,” the Navajo system of
sending out runners to spread news.

In-the remotest areas, the interpreter would talk to
the shy Navajos first, then report, “They call you Red.
Yes, they will talk to you. You can take their picture.
They knew you were coming.”

_THE PERMISSION FOR PICTURES was a special
liberty. In those days, at least, back-country Navajos
didn’t permit pictures because they thought the pho-
tographer, in getting their image, aiso took away their
soul or spirit.

Red was “shocked and sick”” when he left the reser-
vation.

“I saw Navajo mothers, their breasts dried up from
starvation, sitting on the ground on sheep peits, chewing
up corn and spitting it in the mouths of their babies,”
he recalls. '

So Bed wrote a series of stories and within a week
after it appeared in The Post, “all the big newspapers
from California, others from the East and national mag-
azines had people on the reservation.”

“There were so many,” Red says, “they tramped
down what little grass there was.”

(& Vi o



ithi ays, a congressional investigating comm'xt-
' te:vil:: tzzgali,ytoo, and gt.he upshot of it all was an $87
million appropriation to finance a rehabilitation pro-

the Navajos. . o

gr?::dﬂv):ent to bat] for the Navajos again in December
1967 when tremendous snows and subzero temperatures
stranded many Indians in their hogans and their live-
stock in the back country.

RGANIZED AN EFFORT that led to donation of
suI;;l?ligs, snowmobiles from the Denver ared to take
them to remote parts of the reservation and a Wgo,mlng
Air National Guard plane to haul the snowmobiles to

vation.
thiﬁ:ﬁg Red’s prized possessions is a full-featured,
real-McCoy, Southern-Ute Itndian headdress. That came
nother series he wrote.
fl.(ngat‘er the Navajo series,” he said, ‘‘the Southq,e‘rn
Utes sent for me to come down. They l}ad a problem.
The trouble was over some land-claim meney paid to
{he tribe. “The Bureau of Indian Affairs gomehow got
part of it and proposed to use it for:mads and other
public improvements on the reservation. The Indians
wanted to spend it for such things as their houses and
furniture.” B
iursrzttg'ed went to Ignacio, Colo., tribal headq_uarters,
and attended a tribal council meetjng. The Indians ac-
cepted his offer to write a resolution to the Bureau of
Indian Affairs rejecting the bureaw’s proposal and agk-
ing that the money be given to fribal members. COpies
of the resolution also went to every member of the Colo-
congressional delegation. o
ragg lot got letters and gtories later,” the Indians'fmally
got the money “and they spent it wisely,” Red said.

NOT LONG AFTERWARD, during a national conven-
tion of Indians in Denver, the grateful Southern Ut_es
called Red in, gave him the headdress and adopted him
into the tribe under a name which ’Red guesses would
be spelled “Saquinatz,” meaning White Eagle.

His work for Indians also has won him a special cita-
tion-—maybe the only ever given to a wl.ute man—irom
the National Congress of American Indiang and blood-
brotherhood with the Sioux, Arapahoe and Shoshone.

One of the greatest honors conferred upon him by In-
dians, though, carried no award with it. - )

He was on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation In
Maontana in 1959 gathering material for a series on the

plisht of Indians in that state and the Dakotas. Red was
tolring the reservation with three tribal leaders whose
Times he still remembers—Rufus Wallowing, Melvin

Wounded Eye and Johnny Wooden Legs, grandson ofa

great Cheyenne war chief.

Eventually, they took him to a remote area and in- -
troduced him to Henry Little Coyote, the tribe’s No, 1 .

medicine man. The medicine man led the group to a

well-concealed tepee that turned out to be the Shrine'of

the Sacred Hat, “their most sacred shrine.”

“Each Indian threw his hat on a peg poumdud in the..

ground outside,” Red said. “The tepee had adirt floor,
a cot and a rug. At ihe end was an upright thing that
resembled a cross. There was cloth over:'it, so I
couldn’t see what it was, but I learned later it was a
buffalo skull that probably was worn as a hat during
sacred ceremonies.

“WE SAT ON THE RUG cross-legged and with our
arms crossed, and the medicine man sat on the col and

prayed over each man. He held his hand over each -

man's head as he prayed.

“Everything got fuzzy for me. I was an exira-strange
sensation. I'had the feeling of being in the presence of
something sacred, something powerful. )

“It made me feel like tearing my shi¢t and uinder:slﬂrt
off and sitting proud. I wanted to tre aii Indiarl.”

These powerful emotions came, Red said, despite the
fact that the Cheyenne. language wag heing spoke and
he couldn’t understand a word. .

Red found out later that he probably was only the

sixth white man to be admitted to the shrine in the his-
tory of the Cheyenne, . .

The series of articles he wrote on the needs of the
Montana-Dakotas Indians was read: into the Congres-

sional Record at the order of Sen. Mike Mansfield,
D-Mont.

IMAGINE ALL THE STORIES behind these honors:

—The Pall Mall Award for a series Red wrofe that
led to a pardon for Loren Hamby, a Colorado Springs
man who served seveén years of a life sentence in the
Colorado State Penitentiary for a murder he didn’t com-
\mit.

—An honorary life membership in the - Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association for his years of reporting on
and promoting rodeo.

—Special recognition from the International Rodeo
Writers Association for the same reason. Red ramrod-
ded the founding of the organization and was its first
president.

—A charter membership in the Cowboy Hall of Fame
and Museum in Oklahoma City. , ,

—The Outstanding Citizen's Award from the Wyoming
National Guard, in which Red served two years as a
cavalry trooper during the mid-1920s.

—A “Pony Express Riders Certificate” showing that
Red rode a part of the route in Wyoming during a re-

creation of the great mail service in its centennial year,

1960. .

—Appointment as “Colonel, Aide-de-Camp on the staff
of the governor of New Mexico.”

—Honorary mayor of Douglas, Wyo. (“my old home
town™’) during its diamond jubilee in 1962.

—The Father ¢f, the Year Award from the Bunnies of
the Denver Playboy Club. Red can't explain that cne
because, he says, other men can claim to be lovable to
women and.can beat his score of siring two sons and
three daughters.

NO AWARD CAME FROM IT, but Red exposed a na-
tional scandal while he was a World War II corre-
spondent for The Post.

He was traveling in Alaska during construction of the
Alcan Highway when he noticed ‘“‘acres and acres of
urinals” stacked out in the open.

He knew there were a lot of troops and workers in
Alaska during the war and they’d need quite a few
urinals; *‘but sure as hell not as many as there was
piled up.” :

In another area, he saw ‘‘acres and acres” of valves
for pipelines that were to tap a Cantdian oii refinery.
He got to inquiring around about that and found out the
valves “all were the wrong size.”

He found out, too, that the urinal supply was a little
in excess of the need. '

So he wrole some stories about the .mess. Ali hell
broke loose nationally at the fraud, and the situation
was put to right.

That’s just a sample from his gallery of honors and
stories. A book the size ¢f “Gone With the Wind” might
do it justice, but no one could tell the stories behind. it
all like Red. ' .
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His flock of fans proves what kind of a job he does
with the typewriter, but better yet is Red in person,
when he’s not limited by the rules of a family newspa-
per. If you run into him sometime in a cool, dim place
and if his talker has been oiled a little, he might spip
you the uncensored version of this one: :

A YOUNG COWBOY WITH AMBITION came to the
decision there wasn’t much future in the business
“unless a fella had his own ranch.” So he saved his
money and bought some land and a few cattle to start a
herd.

He had to have a brand, of course, and he didn’t have

any trouble figuring out a design. “It was a damn good
one, too,” says Red, who can draw it for you on a bar
napkin. “*It was hard for a rustler to alter.”

But the brand had to have a name, too, and there the
cowboy was stumped. It didn’t look like anything that
brought a name to mind. o

Finally, one day in a bar, he was sitting next to an
old cowpoke who had seen about everything, and he
figured that if anyone could put a name to it, this fella
could. : ‘

So he drew the brand on a napkin, hande«_i it to the
old cowpoke and asked if it looked like anything to him
that suggested a name. i

The old hand studied it for some time and finally an-
swered, “Damn ’f T know.”

And in that second, the young cowboy knew he had a

name for his brand — ‘“The Damfino.” ‘
“1t’s a registered brand teday,” swears Red. v
A\
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Robert W. (Red) Fenwick sends out a blanket apology:
most of those who have written to him “from all
er the country.” A

4He says it’s impossible for him to answer all the let-
hy d,o let alone do all the things that pecple ask him
, ¢Red points out that he’s living a bachelor’s life in
rement, which means he has to go his own cooking,
h-washing, cleaning, grocery-shopping and laundry.

Besides that, there are personal affairs to attend to,
His weekly Ridin’ the Range for The Denver Post and
gpecial assignments—and he doesa’t have a secretary.
- All this, he says, leaves little time for correspondence.
But he appreciates the letters. He just hopes you under-

stand why he can’t answer most.

N

Group opposing Indian policy expands

GREAT FALLS (AP) ~— Montanans
Opposing Discrimination, a group op-
posed to present Indian pelicy, took steps
11y weekend in Great Falls to expand
- -!ewide by establishing several chapters.

“The group’s stated goal is to find sol-
utions to problems it believes are caused
by current Indian policy by federal courts
and federal agencies. Specifically the
group is opposed to tribal councils assum-

ing lggzﬂ control over non-Indians living

on Indian land. :

Lloyd Ingraham, of Ronan, counsel
for the group, said the federal govern-
ment’s Indian policy has created chaos,
abrasion and confusion for Indian and
non-Indian alike. )

‘He gave the Flathead Reservation as
an example, sayipg the Flathead tribal

-council had assumed jurisdiction over

nontribal members.
‘“‘Consider what this means when

‘said.

there are more non-members living on the
reservations than members, when tribal -
members can vote and hold office in state
government, but non-members do not.
have that right in tribal gcvemment,”’_l}g_w

problems for nonmembers living:on the
reservations by taxing them amd claiming
water rights on all water flowihg through
reseryations. ) g
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He said tribal councils are-creating < '



UsS. livestock sold for 75%

WHITE CONE — A contractor
working for the Bureau of Indian
_ Affairs has in four months auctioned .
$1.1 million worth of U.S. government -
livestock to his own business partner '
and other associates at 75 per cent of
market value, The Arizona Republic

has learned.

Despite the high value of the live--
_stock, ncither the BIA nor the con-
“tractor bothered to advertise publicly
the auction at the government pens
here o insure competitive Lidding.

~ W. D. Baker of Joseph City, the -
contractor, acknowledged the saics
made to his partner and others with
whom he has had past business qeal-
ings, but denied they received
favorilism.

A BIA official in Albuquerque said
the manner in which Baker conduct-
- ed the auction at White Cone will be
investigated by the solicitor general
for alleged conflict of interest.

" The government's losses from sell-
. ing livestock at less than the market -

. pricc are reflected in BIA recqrds
kept at Flagstaff. They show live-

stock hought by the government for .
* §1,178,000 was sold for $505,000 over a ‘v

period beginning last April 7.

«If Baker has a conflict of interest, '

“we will of course bring that to a

screeching halt,” said BIA contract-

ing officer Larry R, Ware.
Baker acts as both purchasing

agent and auctioneer for the BIA in .

its program to reduce Navajo live-
stock in the Joint Use Area around
the Hopi Reservation in northeastt_em
Arizona. He first buys the Indian
“ivestock for the government, then

- sells them at auction. Usually the
same buyers show up each day,

sources in the area said.

The BIA buys livestock from the
Navajos for prices quoted in the
Denver market for sheep, goats, cat-

tle and horses. The government then
auctions what it has bought at the .
~ end of each day for whatever Baker .

" can get.

. whether he or Williams held a major-.
. partnership.

By TOM KUHN

BIA officials in Flagstaff, in charge
of the joint-use area livestock reduc-
tion, were asked two months ago by
a BIA employe to,examine Baker’s
business connections. It was learned:
they made am inquiry and dropped
the matter, but not before discover-
ing at least one of Baker’s apparent
business conflicts. ,

Eugene A. Snyder, a BIA soi}
scientist in charge of the government
pen at White Cone, said he asked for
the inquiry and was told by his
superiors that “everything is clean.” -

Snyder reported that Victor Wil
liams, Baker’s-partner in a livestock
dealership at Joseph City, is the ;
Jargest buyer of government livestock

auctioned by Baker.

Williams is listed as a buyer for-
the Rita Blanca Cattle Co. of Dal-
hart, Tex., but Baker said the live-
stock he sells to Williams are trucked
to the Baker & Williams Livestock

- Dealers pens in Joseph City to await
" marketing,

“What could be wrong with (Baker |
. & Williams Livestock) leasing Rita -

Blanca a pen to put their cattle in?”
Baker asked. He said he didn’t know ~

ity interest in the Joseph City'

Baker sald he and Williams also.
are partners in a leased ranch near

St. Johns where they hold cattle on
the summer pasture for fall market.

Other major buyers at the govern-
ment pens at White Cone, according
to Snyder, are Doyle Hatch of Hatch
Livestock at nearby Holbrook, and
his father, Vern Hatch, of Taylor; "
and J. Vernon Young of Cortez, Colo.

Eighteen buyers come to White

“Cone for the autions, but most of all
“but the major buyers make infre-

quent appearances, Snyder said.
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of value

Baker sald he has had private
business dealings with every one of

. the buyers to whom he auctions live.'

stock at White Cone.

~ “Everybody who trades here I've
traded with all of them ” he szid.

Baker receives $79 a day under his
- contract with the BIA to buy Navajo
: hves}ock for the government. He also
receives a 4 per cent commission on
everything taken in by auction. He
has received more than $43,000 in
salary and commissions during the
past 4% months, sccording to BIA
records.

. BIA officials said Baker’s contract,
up on Sept. 15, is renewable,

“I hir_ed out to do a job and I've
‘lzeen doing my job.” Baker insisird.
I set them in (start the price)
where I think there’s a margin of
- profit left, and what the buyers do is
strictly up to them,” he said.

Baker is empowered under his con-
" tract to pick the opening auction
- price and to close bidding when he
© thinks the highest price has been
. ‘reached. )

Baker said the auction was adver-
tised “by word of mouth and telc-
; phone, and one thing and another.”

The BIA has made no attempt to
advertise the auction, said Lynn R.
.Montgomery, BIA joint-usc area as-

» sistant project director at Flagstaff.

Montgomery said he looked into
Baker’s business connections but
i found nothing there that caused him
alarm. Montgomery indicated hLe
learned during his inquiry of Baker's

i
i

. partnership with Williams in the St.

‘ John’s ranch operation.

The BIA district office in Albu-
querque, however, has ordered “an
in depth investigation” into the White
Cone auction. The invesligation is
prompted by the newspaper discov-

. eries,, officials said.

. Michael Perry, a BIA contract
investigator sent to White Cone Mon-

.- day to interview Baker about his
. business connections, said Baker did
not disclose at that time his pariner

-ship with Williams in the livestock
dealership.







D12 Wed. Aug. 18, *76 'rhe.Arlmaf ggublic .

Task force to sfudy Naya]() land

W
a

¥

sale

FLAGSTAFF — Several federal agencies have gstab- the land. It would be used fo relocate Navajo famxlles
lished a special task force. to study the sotial apd who must move as the result of a federal court .
environmental impact of thé Bureau of Land Mamage- ' settlément in the Navajo-Hopi land dispue. '« ° :
ment's agreement to sell 250,000 acres of land in the

~ House Rock Valley-Paria Plateatt area to the’ Nava;o exm hCol}llﬂrz 'Slo"‘feo: a;ne;rm ,::w ’;mi: ,'f \
- Tribe. +» which weuld turn over half. of the 1.8 mﬂhﬂ acres to
* ‘The task force, said a Bureau of Indian Affairs . the Hopi Tribe. ; o
«official, must prepare an environmental unpact state- Once the partition “Yine ls dm avajo tnbal
ment, which is expected by mid-1977. - "~ officials expect betweem 3,500 and 5,400 gmm {o be |
The BIA will be in charge of task force operatlons, homeless. The 1974 law passed by Congpess to settle .

according to William Benjamin, project director for
the Joint-Use Administration Office in Flagstaft. Other

the dispute ‘included a provision whigh allows the '
Navajo Tribe to use up to 250,000 acres ot federal land

agencies involved in the task foree are the BLM, the for relocation purposes.
*U.S. Geological Survey, the National Park Sérvice, the
Public Health Service and the Fish and 'Wﬂdlife

Service.

¢, The tribe applied last year with the BLM to purchase’ prepared.

-

The decision of whether to approve the tubes-
request will be made by the secre of the Interior g
Department when an environmen

‘.statement is

N avag os OK aid contract

) WINDOW ROCK — The
.Navajo Tribe and the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs
‘Tuesday signed a three-

year contract allowing the .

tribe’s education division

-0 oversee the distribution .
-of Johnson O’Malley funds

{0 public schools on the
reservatxon

1 “This Is the ﬁrst ﬁme,
.that the tribe has had-
; supervision of the funds -

ion the reservation.; In
.past years the BIA, has

v been responsible, - & . -

[ Dillon Platero, director

of the tribal education

division, said he was de-
lighted with the contraet

-since “it involves the-

“tribe’ more deeply in the

day -.to - day workings of

_the public schools.”

The tribe has been
tr)mg to {ake over Super-

vision of the program for_

_ several years. .

Platero said hxs ofﬁce

has started - negotiating

with public school dis-

mcts in the Aru.ona New
Mexico and Utah ‘portions -

-of the reservation about -

subconu:acting the . John-

AUG18‘9,75

Asizona Republic

 gresg decides on a tedal

- eyar ‘he said, is far $7

- year, he said, is fer 7.

_ nationwide,

son’ "0'Malley funds. which
go to public schools for
special programs fer In-
dian students. -

The contract. h‘ ﬂﬂs

millon. He said the
amount for the next two

have to wait until Con-

for the ‘proyram

b
¥







Tax Rates Set

il

ST. JOHNS (Staff) - Apache County’

school district taxes were set Monday at
considerably different levels for differ-
ent districts, with Navajo Reservation
rates much lower this year than last.
In addition, county-wide property
valuation was higher in general this
year, although two of the three reserva-
tion districts received lower valuations.
The county total increased by about $2.9
million. .
The tax rates were approved Monday
by the County board of Supervisors.
The biggest rate change occurred in
the Chinle School district. Chinle, which
began last year with a school tax of
$45.39 per $100 assessed valuation, was
given a $6.96 rate this year, 1977.
Chinle’s original 1976 fiscal year tax
was opposed in Federal Court by the
district's largest taxpayers. The rate
was termed ‘‘confiscatory™ by the court
and an agreement was then reached be-
tween the taxpayers and the district for
an $8 per $100 assessed valuation tax.
Chinle School taxes were lower this

moeie County

year, Avard B. Hall. county school -

superintendent. said. because of im-
proved budgeting procedures.

IN addition, the financial problems
incurred by the school district last year
and the federal court decision revealed
to federal and state funding sources
*that the problems of the county and the
Chinle school district were real.” he
said.

Publicity resulting from the court bat-
tle started forces rolling to provide addi-
tional revenue for the district. Hall exp-
lained. v

In addition the school district rates,
county taxpayers will be billed $6.34 per
$100 assessed valuation for county and
statewide taxes. ’

Window Rock district property own- '

ers will be billed $6.96 per $100 assessed
valuation for school taxes this year. Last
year’s rate was almost $11 more than
this year's. The 1976 figure was $17.43
per $100 assessed valuation.

The Ganado district’s 1977 fiscal year
tigure was set at $4.33 -- about $14 less
than last year’s $18.44 rate.

Off-reservation district taxes ranged
from an increase of more than $2 for the
Concho district to a reduction of about $3

: in the St. Johns district.

Chinle, which last vear had the largest
total propertyl valuation, placed second
in the total this year. The Round Valley
Consolidated district placed first with a
valuation of $8.6 million this year -- an
increase of $1.8 million.

Chinle lost about $600,000 this valua-

tion - dropping to $7.5 million from last

year's $8.1 million. he Ganado district
lost $700.000 in property value. It's 1977
fiscal year property total is $7.3 million.

- Of the three reservation districts,
Window Rock was the only one to have
its property 'value increase. Window

rock property value rose about $251.000
this year. Last ycar's total valuation

was $7.14 million.
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Property valuation changes were
made by the state and county assessors.

In other action. the board directed
county attorney J. Kendall Hansen to
investigate the possibility of establish-
ing an Inter-Governmental Agency
Emergency Services agreement.

The agreement, betwéen county gov-,
crnment and the city. would be for con-
trol of disasters such as fires, floods and
other natural catastrophes, Hansen
said. : ' .

He said a formal agreement is neces-
sary to protect -the county from
liabilities incurred during emergency
assistance, .

“Suppose some -of your equipment’
goes (to an emergency) and gets burned
up or somebody gets hurt.” he said.

County Manager Buzz Haws said it
should be a reciprocal effort agreement.
However. the agreement probably
would not affect the Navajo reservation,
Haws said. - .

Emergency service personnel **prob-
ably would not go onto the reservation
unless there is an agreement with the
tribe.” Haws said. :

e explained that former unofficial
emergency agreements used to include
the reservation but the Navajo Tribe
now cooperates with Arizona during
emergencies. Before the agreement be-
comes official. it must be approached by -
the Arizona attorney general. Hansen
said. o
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Letter to the Editor
Past Effort Credited;
Chinle Not Home Yef

Editor: N T ) )

I'm writing this letter for two reasons: first, to set the record straight in terms of
an articale which appeared while | was on vacation dealing with “Chinle Schools
1o Start Year in Financial Black”; second, to urge continued maximum effort be
directed at achieving a good decational opportunities for all reservation public

schools students. _
The additional funds to be received by the Chinle Public Schoal District druring

the past two years. )

The District will receive additional P.L.874 money; this is the direct result of
efforts taken during the past two years, including legal work done by the Native
American Rights Fund. The extra state transportation aid is again the direct result
of efforts taken last year and particurlarly the result of work done by Burton Barr,
majority ieader of the Arizona House of Representatives. The write-off of the -
early payment JOM Money received last spring is the result of discussion held at
that tme with the then BIA acting area director at Window Rock. Curtis
Geiogamah. S o

These efforts taken during the past two years coulminnted in the additional
monics being available for the Chinle Public School District now. The implication
that these funds are the results of efforls taken since June 30 are not only. naive
but false. . . . R A TP AR IR

The final and cerainly the most important point 1 want to make, is that the .
Navajo people including the Chinle Public School District must not think the
financiai problems of reservation public schools are solved. far from it! At Chinle

under the adopted budget students are receiving a minimum education ad- -
directed by the desire to keep the tax vote down. In no way are these siudents”

receiving equal educational opportunities in equal educational facilities as are
off-reservation students. : '

Now that Chinle is in the book and relax instead of pursuing with diligence and -

vigor the achieving of equal edcational opportunities for ail reservation publi
school students. . .
The basic issue of whose responsibility is such education remains unans-
wered. In the state of Federal Government stili pointing to each other adequate
funds needed needed to provide equal educational opportunities in equal physi-
cal facilities remains a dream. !f that dream is to become realty it will take the
continued effort on every-one’s part to see that the students are given a fine and

equal chance.

T  Bob Rosessell
’ ’ Co - Round Rock, Arizona
EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Roessell is former superintendent of the Chinte Public

Schooi District.
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NACE Changes

Accountants

\\'!NDOW ROCK, Ariz. (Dine Bureau)
t;;l;sspocnal four n!eplber committee
g l?een supervising operations of

Nava jo Arts and Crafts Enterprise
_(NACE) Since April has decided not to
renew the contract with the Albuquer-
que accounting firm of Peter Marwick -
and Mitchell, commitee member
Rogu-.Davis has announced. :

Daris, »\(ho also heads the tribes Re-
sources Division, said the commitlee
felt !llat ‘Pele Marwick, and Mitchell
provided madgquate personal direction
of the accquntmg system it established
{girn N;:EFI’} The committee decided 1o re-
hoenix fi )
sog Co. o Sai(l;:m Qf Arthur Ander-
avis also reported that th -
Rown XACE store wil] he reem;qe]xlxeel:i
hopefally within the next two weeks, ™
The ABentown facility was one of qix
NACE outlets closed by the cpp.
munitiee fast month hecause of iy
ac!equ:desystem to control invcnlorv..
The stores at Cameron. Chinle
Kaye_nta: Monument Valley, anci
NavajoXationaj Monument will remaijn
cl(l))sed.inieﬁnitely. Davis said.
Pavis said NACE finanejgl offi
B{ck Kearney has resigned his postc fg
Join an accounting firm in Phoenix
'I"hree caadidates for the financial of:
ficer position are under consideration

. by the committce, he said.

. .
oA
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By DAVID SCHNEIDER
WIDNOW ROCK, Ariz., (Dine
Buereau) ~ The Navajo Nation’s cor-
rectional system is mismanaged and

some correctional officers are found to

- be uninterested and negligent in their
duties, according to a study by the In-
ternatlonal Association of Chiefs of
Police (IACP).

*‘One of the first observations wasthat
jailers ...could not tell at once how many
prisoners were in their custody at any
given time or who they were,” the study
reported.

IACP also found lack of exercise; only
one of the division jails had many super-
vision for outdoor exercise.

The lack of standards in the distribu-
tion of bedding was also noted.

“In at least one jail no mattresses
were in evidence and the officer on duty
stated that prisoners had destroyed
them so that there were only enough for
the trustees.” The report stated how-
ever, that in “other jails the mattresses

appeared itobe inrelatively good shap.”

The report said that,” little or no liter-
" ature was available on a regular basis
for inmates. When inquiry was made it
was suggested that many inmated could
ot read and that those who did were not
s0 inclined to read.”
Wants New Division
To remedy this situation the 1.A.C.P.
calls for the creation of a division of re-
habilitation to take charge of the cus-
tody and care of inmates before trial and
with the rehabllltatlon of convicts af-
terwards.

’

The association stated the major ad-
vantage of such a division would be the”
seperation of police functions from cus-
todial duties. The way is is now the
police cannot with theit investigative
functions be concerned with the man-
agement of jails and the rehabilitation of
persons convicted of crimes.

The five-year plan for the creation of
ths division and providing a budget, of
2.5 million over the next five years.

The recruitment, training, and ap-

pointment of one senior custodial officer
- for_each district with a probationary

peroiod of one year until competence
had been demonstrated.

The recruitment and training of 24
staff custodial officers with one year s

. probation,
The appointment of qualified person-*
nelfor rehabilitationresearch, alecholic -

rehabilitation, work release and ag-
rarian work release programs.
The establishment of alchloholic de-

toxification centers in con)unctlon with

the jails.

The selection and appointment -of a

reasearch psychologist.

The report also found that the tribe
has failed to provide adequate facilities
for both non-delinquent and delinquent
youth,

It reocommended the creation of a
juvenille rehabilitation section within

" the rehabilitation division.

Its functions would be similar to that
of the division of rehabilitation except
.that it would be specifically designed to
deal with the problems of young people.

A youth guidance ceﬁter would be es- -

tablished under the authority of the
juvenille rehabilitation section. Delin-
quent youths would reside here for a

period prescribed by court order. It

would also be a model home for youth
sent there for confinement and treat-

ment. Tribal health, educational and so- .

- - — ’-.’ H

cial services would be represented to"

- give these youngstyters rehabilitiaon

services not presently designed for their
need ‘

The, report concludes its section on .
juvenile corrective needs stating, “The
tribal government will be obliged to |
provide programs for non-delinquent__*

children ...and children who are truly

, delmquent

“The Navajo Nation must recognize
that it has small, growing and poten-
 tially harmful problem of juvenille de-

e lmquency," The study added.

('l‘urn to Page 6 Jaxl)
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Navajo Jail...

(Continued From Page 1)

"“This problem needs immediate at-

tention if it is not escalate to proportions

" already in evidence in other parts of the

nation generally and in other reserva-

tions specifically,” The police chiefs
said. .

“When I first came here I was aware
of conditions within and without the
police department that required correc-
tion and I know that I could not do it

alone,” Roland Dart, Superintendent of .

the Navajo Division of Law Enforce-
ment said in response to the report.

*I was the one who requested the
study by the police chiefs,” Dart said.
“We paid $50,000 for the report knowing
that its recommendations would help us
get the totally professional force the
Navajo Nation deserves.”

“We have already adopted and im-
plemented some of the recommenda-
tions,” he stated but added that more
remains to be done..

It's important to emphasize that the
report fully recognizes the quality our 17
week recruit training school and
specialized in service training prog-
rams for evidence technicians, traffic
accident specialists, and investigators,

Dart said.

The study, Dart said, calls “my train-"’
ing program superior to that of many.
police agencies of comparable size, and.
recommends we train Indian police.
throughout the Southwest.” :

Dart stated that there were enough

new mattresses now for jail inmates,
that prisoner exercise remains a prob-;
lem for security reasons and because:
when the jails were‘bmlt excercise room..

wasn't provided. But prisoners are
taken out about once-every otherday. he
added, and often they are assigned to

outside work such as cleaning details. .
“We've instituted practices now

which have upgraded conditions sinpe
the IACP report was issued.” Dart sand.“

“Qur record keeping is accurate and -
we know who our inmates are. General
orders have been issued onthe operation
of the jails. A central record keeping
system and a field reporting system are
in operation,” Dart added.

“Our jailers now go through a two:.

week training program in order to im--
prove their performance. Unfortunately .
their pay is low which doesn’t give them

the incentive to do the kind of job that .

higher pay would,” Dart said.

Changes in Navajo

PO

WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. (Dine Bureau)
. = One of the nations’s police organiza-
tion has recommended major changes
for the Navajo Nation's police forceina
special.
This five year plan conducted by the
- International association of Chiefs of
. police (IACP) the request of tribal
chairman Peter McDonald, proposes
. changes in police oraganization, patrol
manpower, operations, personnel ad-
ministrations, services and equipment.
While Navajo police have made great
strides in their efforts to become totally
professional IACP said changes still
must be made over the next five years.
" The plan calls for in reorganization
including the elevation of Kayenta to a
district command along with a new
facility to be cconstructed there.
Roland Dart, director of the Navajo
Division of Law Enforcement said he
urged the construction of the Kayents
facility before a congressional com-
mitte last March. He stated that at the
present time the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs is under a congressional directive

to conduct a report on all the criminal -

justice facilities on the reservation and
to report back the first of January.

Other organizational and manpower

changes termed necessary by the study

. are the creation of the new position of

operational assistant, the establishment .

of patrol beats in certain crowed areas

L T ToUNPEY  NEPRY SR S
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ice Suggested

and the drawing of new district bound-
ary lines.

Increasing patrol the plan calls for
additional training for selected person-

nel and provides for the use of radar to

catch traffic violators.
The study proposes new programs for

criminal investigations and the intro-

ductions of a case review system to en-
sure follww ups.

The report also calls for specialized

training of youth officers. the creation of
special juvenille deliquency oriented
programs, and the institution of a
juevenille system solely concerned with
problems of youthful offenders.

Dart terned the reports emphasis on

offenders probably the most important
made by the study.

Further recommendatnons by the
IACP are:

" the creation of programs for youthful .

-~ Annual manpoweer and person-

nel studies;

-~ Issuance of specific general or-

ders on disciplinary action and gﬂe-
vance procedures;

~ —Establishment of uniformed divi-
sions of three shifts along with inter-
station rotation:

- —-Purchase of new radio mobile
equipment and the linking of communi-
cation equipment into the state and na-

‘tional data retrieval centers.

961 8T19NY 1N3IGNIJIANI JNTIVO
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7ZUNI - A wide variety of programs
are needed to close the standard of living
gap between Zuni Rescrvation residents
and the rest of the country, aceording to
a draft of the Zuni Comprehensive De-
velopment Plan.

The report toward Zuni 1985 said that
“compared to the U.S. average, the gen-
eral living conditions in Zuni are deplor-
able, Some progress has been made...,
but the ‘level of living gap between Zuni
and the U.S. average is not narrowing
sufficiently as yet."

Zuni's rapidly expanding population
“coupled with an explosive expansion of
housing development™ and an increas-
ing desire for business development
have “‘resulted in an inharmonious ap-
pearance of building development and
land use, and an incredible demand on
our municipal, power supply and waste
disposal systems,” the report said.

“We are hurting visually. physically
and in our deep feelm gsof \\anung har-
mony with environment,” the report
added. ,

Although ‘‘randon.”’ planning at-
- tempts have been made by pueblo “'in-
dividuals,” the draft explained that
there has been no compilation of “the
total geographic and econimic de-
velopment approaches possible.”

Tribal government **desires.” the re-
port states, to develop 2 comprehensive
mapping and planning system for the
entire reservation. Land use and owner-
ship patterns, building and zoning
codes, a complete inventory of ground
surface water and power needs shold be
included in the system. the report com-
mented.

Also to improve living standards of
tribal members parks and recreation
facilities should be developed on the re-
servation, according to the report.

A clean-up project of the Zuni River, a
major summer play area for children,
should be instituted, the report said.
*The debris in the Zuni River and ad-
joining areas is very unsightly and pres-
ents a bealth hazard. in relation to lac-
erations from glass and cans, for chil-
dren playing in the area,” the report
states.

“An average of five cases per week”
are treated at the Zuni Comprehensive
Community Heath Center because of
cuts that occur at the river. according to
the draft report. ** Animal excretum pol-

w,/ L. .al.«s e
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lutes and contaminates the river and is
one of the causes of dysentary of chil-
dren who play in the water,” added the
report.

Although 280 new *houses have been
uconstructed by the Zuni Housing Au-
thority, 1,500 new units are needed onthe
reservation, the veport claims.

Many families are living in homes that
need repair... “there are 983 houses in
need of ...attention™.

“Prices for the total new housing de-
velopment program, are staggering,”
the report said. Based on 1976 figures,
construction of 1,500 Dept. of Housing
and Urban Development houses would
cost $67.3 million to huild. Each indi-
vidual unit, including strect, water
sewer and site improvements would cost
$44,844 to build.

Imporvements for the 983 homes in
need of repair would cost $11.8
million ~ — about $12.000 a piece, the re-
port.

Construction and renovalion of the
houses would, in addition to providing

\.JuJ

1’0\}"""\’ m

. better living conditions. provide more

than 200 jobs for reservation residents
each year until 1985, the report con-

- cluded.

To improve communieations within .
the tribe and. with off-reservation per-
sons the report said that a radio station
cable television system, and a tribally-
produced newspaper should be estab-
lished.

Plans for an FM radio station are al-
ready underway. A spokesperson for the
future radio station said it should begin
broadcasting in approximately one
year. The station will provide news. en-
tertainment and educational program-
mlng N

A cable television station is needed
because of poor television signal recep-
tion here, the report said.

A tnbally produced newspaper would
replace the Zuni newsletter. The news-
Jetter, released by the tribe every two
weeks, does not contain currernt news
and is not meeting the needs of Zuni, the
report said.
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expense of Yuma County, which would revert to the desert it once
was. If your bill passes, Yuma County will be left with a relative
handful of people running the gas stations remaining along the
southern route between Texas and California.

I take a second seat to no one in my desire to see economicglly
viable and politically strong Indian tribal governments. I certainly

share the zims of your hill insofar as it scoks to help the 20,000
Indians wko are members of the specifie trif.cs in question. How-
ever, I do not think that this noble goal should be ackieved at (he
severe cosis which would naturally flow from your bill, niodo I think
that this is recessary.

Your bill pearly doublcs the amount the indians have songht in
their negotiations for it provides that the five Indian trituss he allo-
cated 221,890 acres of agricu!tural jand of these five Indian tribes as
would happen under their own proposal to the Secretary of ihe In-
terior. It is quite different, and 1 submit wholly unjustified. to de-
stroy whole towns and communities and do serious damage to the
economic vitality of the ealive state of Arizona to more than triple
the viable agricultural land of these five Indian tribes as your bill
would do.

Before you turn the communities of Yuma, Phoenix and Tucson
into desolate wastelands and eliminate hundreds of thousands of
acres of sorely needed productive agricultural land, I wouid hope
thal you weuld come to Arizona to a ctertain the true facts and the
real impact of your bill.

Sen. Kennedy responded that my letter was miost reasonable - and
maost moderate. He agrees that a legislative, rather than judicial,
resolution is the soundest course.

He wrotethat he is not wedded to the acreage figures now included
in his bill, a position I find refreshing because the ligures now in the
bill would give the Indiansthree times the amount of v ater necidedto
irrigate ali Indian land now under cultivation and twice the amount
the Indian: themselves have requested as their share of the Ceutral
Arizona Pmject. :

I take real ieart at Scn. Kennedy’s genuine willingness o recon-
sider and remzke the provisions of his bill. I'd like to share a part of
his letter with you:

S, 3298 precents one approach to such a settlement. It is not a
perfect bill, =i 1o one is seeking to impose it upon Arizona. Nor
have [ ever ‘mi:cated that I am permanently wedded to any of the
figures the i includes.

As [ indicatess when introducing the bill on Aypril 13, the specific
acreages contazed in the bill were furnished to me by the tribes. By.
using these figures. 1 ain not suggesting that they hold some special
magic; I am et committed uncritically to these acreages. but only
tothe concept o scttlement through the acquisition of water rightsto
irrigate praci«cably irrigable lands.” ' '

g
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Via Boldt

Wil Risk

WA F -
State Fisheries: offie
cials sgy they will begin

arresti

sher-¢

Order
Arrest

“tribes from taking gas-
er River sockeye salmon

during bours cjosed- to

men to?ay ‘who' are fish-+-other net fiskhermen. It

inﬁ in accordance with a
federal judge’s ruling
but in violatign of an
international . = fishing

pact. ‘
“We have the authgri

ty and will arrest aWy- -

one, Indian or non-Indi-
an, who is in. violation
of established fishing
times,” said Bob Cum-
bow, Fisheries ‘informa-
tion officer.

The complicated disa-
greement began with a
ruling last weekend by

US. Dis tg';ie,t Judge -

George Boldt that gave

treatv Indians three ex- -

tra days of fishing in
waters covered by the
pact of the International
Pacific Salmon Fisheries
Commission. Indians
now have five ‘days a
week to fish, while non-.
Indians are restricted to
two davs.

But Tyesday; the Ca-
nadian-American = .com-
mission -~ amended - its
rules to prohibit' {reaty

“than' the two

als¢ added 24 hours to
" this' week’s *fishing peri-
vod for U.S. fishermen in
waters under. commis-
sion management.

Lawyers for the Lum-
mi and Makah {tribes
had argued that the In-
dians waquld be denied
the opportunity to datch
their . court-awarded
share of half of the har-
vestable salmon in state
waters, if they were not
given more tinge to #ish

"days al-
lowed by the  commis-
sion. o ‘

Boldt agreed .and® is-
sued the ordér giving the
Indians three extra days,
aimed at countering a
seven«day-a-week = qpen
troll fishery the commnis-
sion had allowed.

But the commission
relinquished control over
the -froll " fishery in an
attempt to invalidate the
Boldt order. Boldt get a
hearing for next Tues-
day to decide whether
his- original ruling
should he made perma-

“pent. . ‘

A spokésmﬁn for Indi-
an fishermen said .the
Lummi tribe plans  to

-fish five days a week,

despite the commission
mﬁ? Eininte we'l ;tust
“ ink we o
by the ruling of tlgle
court,” sald spokesman
Forrest Kinley. . -
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Today the Independent looks deeper into the
controversial Central Arizona Project (CAP), under construction
near Phoenix.

The Federal Bureau of Rec‘amdhon expects CAP to deliver 1.2
million acre-feet of irrigation water to central Arizona by the mid
1950’s, primarily through diversion of water from the Colorado
River.

Yesterday Steve Nickcrson. in a reprint from Awkwesasne Notes,
describad the apago Tribe's need for CAP's irrigation water. Today
Carolyn Warner, Democratic candidate for the U S Senate, warns
that propesed Indian water ailocations are too high, and will
shortchange non-Indians in Arizona.

Her letter. reprinted here, was originally written to Sen. Ted Ken-
nedy (L-Mass.). His response accompanies it, at Ms. Warner's re-
quest.

TOMORROW: Arizona Republicans Sen. Barry Goldwater and
Paul Fanrin comment on CAP.

Dear Senator Kennedy:

Nearly three months ago you introduced a bill in the Senate of the
United States (S. 3208) which, if enacted, would give to five Irdian
tribes, with a population of less than 20,000, over 90 per cent of the 1.2
million acre feet of water which the Central Arizona Project (CAP)

will bring into the intevior of the state of Arizona.

While Arizona has her share of natural beauty and assets, one
thing we do not have plenty of - particularly in central and southern
Arizena - is water. Because the surface water (mainly from the
Verde, Gila and Salt Rivers) is already fully committed and the
ground water table is shrinking fost, in 1968 the Coneress passedthe
Central Arizona Project Act which each year wold bring 1.2 miilion
acre feet of “new” water into the interior of Arizona.

Unfortunately, the state is depleting our reserved water supniy by
2.2 naillion acre feet of water each year. It doesn’t take a lot of
mathcmatical learning to appreciate that even with the Centrul
Arizona Project, Arizona's annual overdraft will still be t million
acre feet. In short, the water that will be hrought to central and
southcern Arizona by the Central Arizona Project is desperately
needed to supply existing agricultural, municipal and industrial
users and it is still net enough to make up the yearly overdrait.
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Your bill would run roughshod over existing agricultural, munici-
pal and industrial users and allocate to five Indian tribes with a

* handful of people enough water to irrigate 221,800 acres of land.

Since it takes approximately 5 acre feet of water to make land
agriculturally productive in central and southern Arizona, it will

takek approximately 1,100,000 acre feet of water annually toirrigate
these lands for agricultural purposes.

Thus, since the Central Arizona Project will bring only 1.2 million
acre fect of water into the state’s interior, the five Indian tribes
would be allocated over 90 per vent of this desperately needed water
if your bill became law.

1do not argue, and I don’t think that any responsible-person does,
that these Indian tribes do not have substantial claims to water in
this arid land. But to cornmit nearly 90 per cent of the Central
Arizona Project water te these five tribes wholly ignores existing
uses by these tribes not to mention the disastrous etfect on the state’s
economy.

Your bill suggests purchasing 60,000 of farm land in the Welton-
Mohawk District near Yuma.. The land in the Welton-Mohawk ir-
rigation district is some ol the most agriculturally productive inthe
nation and the economic mainstay of one of the fourteen counties in
this state - Yuma County.

I donot think that it is either morally justiﬁed or asound allocation
of benefits to attempt to improve the lot of the Indian tribes at the

A Sowtiwest Issue

Over a million acre-feet of irrigation
water will flow towards Phoenix in the
mid 1830’s, through canals of the Cen-
tral Arizona Project (CAP).

The question is, who will get the
water?

Lot



150,000 Jobs, $22 Million Yearly
Novajo Uranium Hearmgs Set

By HOWARD GRAVES
WINDOW ROCK, Ariz. (AP)
—The Navajo Tribe may be on
the brink of an economic
treasure trove from possible
uranium deposits on reserva-
tion land in northwestern New
Mexico.

Hundreds of millions of
dollars could be reaped for
America’s largest Indian
group under an agreement
with Exxon Corp.

Federal officials called the
project, if approved, a
milestone for the estimated
150,000 reservation Navajos.

“The whole deal is un-
precedented,”” says Dale
Itschner, Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) field solicitor
- (lawyer) at Window Rock.

‘“There’s a lot of money
involved,” says Wayne Ste-
phens of Billings, Mont., the
BIA’s project manager for the
Navajo-Exxon Uranium De-
velopment.

Depending on which option it
exercises, the Navajos possibly
could receive an estimated $22
million annually or $8.25 mil-
" lion per year for no less than
10 years.

BIA offlclals say Euon also
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could make millions of dollars
from mining and milling
uranium, if it is found.

The Interior secretary has
been asked to approve an
exclusive expleration permit
and mining lease under the
agreement.

The 400,000-acre prospecting
area is along the New Mexico-
Arizona border of the sprawl-
ing reservation.

If uranium ore in sufficient
quanities to warrant develop-
ment is discovered, Exxon
would be permitted to lease
51,200 acres. Of that, 5,126
surface acres could be used for
mining and milling purposes.

If the interior secrstary ap-
proves the environmental im-
pact statement (EIS), the tribe
would receive an immediate $6
million bonus payment from
Exxon. BIA officials say that
authorization probably won’t
come until late December or
early 1977. .

Draft EIS hearings begin
Tuesday in Window Rock, the
Navajo capital. The BIA-
sponsored public hearings will
continue Thursday at Shiprock
and Friday in Farmington,
bot.b in New Mexico.
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The tribe will hold additional
hearings Aug. 9-10 at New-
comb and the Coyote Canyon
chapter house, both in the
affected exploration region.

Wyman D. Babby of Pin
Termsland, Ore., who headed
a special task force in writing
the draft EIS said the develop-
ment ‘“‘is significatnt in terms
of its magnitude. The project
is unusually large.”

He said, “We're dealing with
a mineral that is rather con-
troversial.”

Stephens says there is an
“‘early indication that some
tribal officials don’t agree with
the socio-economic” content in
the draft statement.

“The final statement, which
will go tc the interior secre-
tary, will be a lot different
structure than the draft EIS,”
he said.

Stephens said additional en-
vironmental impact hearings
will be held before Exxon can
start mining.

“That could be another year
or more,” he said. ‘‘Mining is
a long ways down the road.”

Itschner said the Navajos
initiated the uranium develop-
ment because ‘‘they were

.aware there might be some-

.. thing out there.”

He said the tribe “structured
the uranium development

.deal.”

—

The Navajo government sent
its proposal to about a dozen
major companies.

Itschner said the tribal min
erals department, with as
sistance from an outside c