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PRESIDENT FORD'S POLICIES FOR AHERICAN INDI]l2-~ PEOPLE 

When I signed the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance 
Act in January, 1975, I described that legislation as a "milestone 
for Indian people." During my Congressional career and my two 
years as President, I have tried to make Indian self-determination 
effective and successful. 

I recognize the special relationship of trust that Indian tribes 
have with the United States, and I have often emp!1.asized that 
support of self-determination includes oppositon to any deterioration 
of this relationship. , . 

Because of the many needs on Indian reservations--for economic 
development, improved health care, increased educational oppor
tunities, better roads, liveable housing--I have urged the strength
ening "of tribal governments. In this new era of Indian self
determination, the elected leadership of Indian tribes is the key 
to successful achievement of the goals of America's f~rst citizens. 

History has demonstrated that the Federal government's domination 
cannot meet the needs nor solve the p~oblems of our Indian citizens. 
Paternalism of the past in Indian affairs is a proven failure. 
Consequently, I have sought to make available to Indian tribes the 
resources and technical assistance needed for them to solve their 
own problems and achieve their own goals. 

I have" backed up policies and promises with ~oney: 
In the past six years the budget of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
has been incr~ased by almost 300 percent and the Indian health budget 
has grown by almost 400 percent. The Department of Commerce 1s 
targeting $27.7 million for Indian economic planning and economic 
development in 1977. The Comprehensive Employment and Training 
Act administered by the Department of Labor, allocates significant 
funds to Indian people: before the CETA was enacted {in F¥ 1973J 
manpower allocations for Indians totaled $17.3 million; today Indian 
manpower funds total $75 million, including $52.6 million going 
directly to 157 Indian prime sponsors. The Office of Education's 
special funds for Indian education have risen frcm $18 million in 
FY 1973 to $42 million" today. 

I have asked Cabinet agencies to give particular attention to 
many special concerns of the Indian people. Among these is the 
need for reform to protect Indian family life. Too ~any Indian 
children are separated from their parents and improved social 
services are needed to alleviate this problem. ~~'. 
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The Administration is encouraging Indian Tribal Councils to 
adopt their own juvenile and family protection codes and has 
supported the National Indian Judges Association in a three
year training program to enable tribal judges to handle more 
effectively divorce, child custody, and welfare cases. 

It is definitely the Administration's policy to reduce the numbers 
of younger Indian children who are at. boarding schools for long 
periods of time. In fact, total elementary age enrollment in 
these schools is down by 6,000, while most of the, ;rest are Navajo 
children who go horne on weekends. But closing all the boarding 
schools would fly in the face of the strong desires of the affected 
tribes themselves and would in fact remove what is the 'only 
educational resource for some Indian children. 

I have directed the Departments of Interior and Justice to give 
high priority to the protection of Indian natural resources 
rights, especially '-later rights. We are defending 23 water 
rights cases, 13 hunting and fishing cases and 21 land rights cases. 
We have won milestone decisions for ;Indian rights in a number of 
these proceedings. 

I am still awaiting Congressional action on my proposal to create 
an Indian Trust Counsel Authority which would be able to intervene 
in any court as a Federal Government advocate for Indian natural 
resources rights. 

There has been an enormous surge in Indian education these past 
several years. More than 16,000 Indian students with Federal 
grants now attend college and university campuses to gain the 
professional skills needed in their communities. 

We have halted the erosion of the tribal_land base'and 
restorations have been achieved of Blue Lake, Mt. Adams, -and the 
Menominee lands, while the historic Alaska Native Claims Settle
ment Act has become law. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs has been transformed from a non
Indian organization providing services and running programs for 
Indians to a predominantly Indian organization \-7hich works with 
Indian communities to help them meet their program and service 
needs. New Indian service sections have been established in 
many other agencies such as HEW, HUD, Commerce, Agriculture, Labor, 
and Justice •. 
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The Indian Financing Act is being implemented and having a marked 
effect on economic development on the reservations. Revenue 
sharing reaches Indian tribal governments directly; education 
monies ·are granted or contracted so as to strengthen the role of 
Indian parent advisory groups in having a say in the education of 
their children. 

Funds under the National Indian Education Act, for instance, have 
now reached 1,200 school districts and 235 grantees. 

The policy of Indian self-determination has led to increased· 
responsibilities and roles for tribal governing bodies through 
the contracting of erstwhile Federal programs and in other ways. 
This policy must continue and expand to the point that the Indian 
communities are truly .controlling their own destinies. 

The successful implementation of Indian self-determination lays 
the groundwork for Indian communitie~ to effect solutions to 
numerous chronic ·problems which have/long afflicted the reser
vations. 

Finally, I have urged my lvhite House Staff and govern..ruent agencies 
to meet Indian people with open doors and sensitivity. These 
officials are in daily contact with national India~ leadership 
organizations such as the National Congress of .kn.erican Indians; 
the National Tribal Chairmen's Association, the United Indian . 
Planners Association, the Americans for Indian· Opportunity. and 
a dozen others that assist their memberships toward better oppor
tunities. 

As I said when I met with a group of Indian leaders in the White 
House on July 16, "Together we can write a ne," chapter in the 
history of this land that we all serve and this la~d that ~e all. 
share." 



~~lt:.~ut 5. 1976 
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Enclosed official Presidential portrait-To the meIT1bers 
of the Souther Ute Indian Tribal Counci. with best wishes (GRF) 
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Vi 1-\ S H , r',1 G T 0 j'\J 

October 6, 1976 

Dear NIl'. Snyder: 

The August - Septernber l\TnvsleUer of the FyicrLds COnl.ITtittee 
on National L eg islatio n carried a special bo:{ captioned "Arncr ican 
Indians ." It stated that the Ford Ad:ministl'ation has OppO S d enact·
rnent of the Indian Health CaTe In-lp r ovement Act 3.nd "opposed eHorts 
to protect Indian land anclwatcr r e source s. II 

The President, after persona l review, decided to sign the 
Indian Health Ca:r e lmproverrlent Act, and I am fory;:arcling a copy
or his Signing State rn e nt, a l ong with our own thanl;::s rOT th.:; support 
and interest in thi s l eg islation by the Friends . 

The refel"enCe t o opposing efforts to protect Indian J.and and 
~.vater resources is, h o wevcl', trou"!:) e sorne to nle b '2cau s c It dJ~s 
not r eflect th e ht.cts and thus the f airn ess v'ihich otherwise charac
terizes the activities of the Friends . 

I would vcry m.nell appreciate it 1£ the Ne wslet.t r w ould a.lionl 
me t he oppo~ctunity to correct thi s unf"'.:r st2.Cenlcnt and,. f r that 

h he 
u p 

lO T tIle la:ncl c111d "vatc~· rigl1ts 

Ntr . Ed,,'/ard F . S"yder 
xc cuti',"e Se Cl'etary 

F ri2n d s COlTITI1itt ee on N3,tion;~.1 L eg i slatioD. 
2 .::15 S e cond St "eet.. N . E r• 

\Va. !jhington, D C . 20 002 

File - Brad Patterson 



0 ' 
• l) " 

PROTECTING Ii.\TDIAN LAND AND WATER RIGHTS <'~ 

( 
- , 

T:le P !" e :;~dent in 1970 proposed, and his staff lobbied h2.rcl cencI sUCCt~ 3s£ull 't-~ 
t':l ha'.-e Cong ress Tes tore th e sacred Blue Lake lands to th e Taos Pueblo. T1 ~ 
Pre s i aE::-,:t signed this bill in D ec ember of 1970. 

The -White H ouse worked lor two years to arrange for the return to the Yakilna 
T::ibe o~ 21,000 acr e s of land improperly taken franc 'chern by a Presidential 
r:-:. ist;-i- ~-:e : n 1906. The hnd YlaS returned in 1972. 

T :::e '.'.- h :-re House s trongly supported the lv'Lcnomj.n ce Restoration Bin as a l,~adi.ng 

cx &mplt vi the President ' s rejection of the term.inationist philosophy of the: 50 s . 
The biE 'gas signe d and is being irnp1eYn~nt ed. 

The I,v-h: te House its elf designed, propos e d 2.nd l ohoied hard for th2 vers ion of 
t he A1a5~-<.a Z\'ative C1ain1s Act 'which pa ssed and ,;,;.rhich now guarantees .Alaskan 
natives ·i-O , 000 .• 000 acres of land and a billion dolla rs in th,;) 50:h Stat e . 

The V,~ hite House intervcl:e c1 to Ynake sure -i:11.at the g overnm.cllt, as trustee, effec t ively 
S1.~p po::t ed Indian tr e aty :::-i. :gh':s in the fi shin g c a s e in thc:: St2.te of Washingtou. T h . 
result:,'!.,; Boldt de c ision is a milestone of protectio:L1. for th es ·~ rights. 

-.L..e \Tl:~1:':; Hons e r!12cde S'_l,-: e that the Inte~cior allJ Justice D epa··trnents strongly 
3'J. pport e d the Paiutes in ~:ce farne d Pyranlid Lake ca S2. Th e y (Ed and t02 brief fi le d 
i ::->. th(~ Sl::?ye:cne Court is c=_ c ~as sic statenle nt fo r Indian water right ;:; . 

T e '."-h i:e House intcrven2d -,vi th the Ju stice D epartrnent to e sure tha t wh~n (~ver 

Le e i s a court ca s e wh :::-e In terior ,vant the Indian t ru st rights s poken fo-- , 
t r.LLS \'viU be done, even i f L . e Federal b r i c f is 'ctsd£ 11s plit. II The Fo r d -YVhite 
Ha~~se reaifi rrns this arrangement and r eaffirm.s its six:·yea l--old support fo r 
the cr ee.Lion by- Cong Tc s s of ;:Ul Indian Tl'ust C ounsel Autho:;: ity which w ill a l 'Ie. ys 
defend L.Ld i a n natclY2_l 1'e S0u r c s rights wh e r ev"'1' the y are challenge • 

The St c: ~n s deCiS iOYJ. IJ r otects Indian land from i rnpl'oper t axation; th;; 'Shih: HOLLS :': 

i:_tcry c:.:v.:d to ens~~re that t he Indian t :n .1sf; r i ght s we re Tef ctccl in the }>~ d'~:;:' al 

bri f in C O"L'.y t., 

Be: i de s signing the Ind i a n ~ l£ - D t e rmination Act i n 1975 and the In i an H>alth 
Ca 'c In ·. ::J ro-vern ~nt Act in 1976 ,. Pres id cYt t }'o 1"d told a n as s t:: rnblag e of India n 

': a d e rs ::: onl a ll ' ve l' th e uQ.t ion on July 16 . 197 1:) : 

' ·~.~any Indian Tcse 1'vCltions con cai ~ valuable n atura re ourc .5. Th -c're 
rr--..;."t b .:! the prope r treatme nt of t hese r esource s w ' th resp t for n atu r '-' , 

", ~;i ch is a i:: raditio:1al Indian v a lue. lvIy AUorne y Ge eral ha s es t--.bli sh', 1 
ax :::"'1.dian re sou1' cs se ~on vhos e S O ' l,; T JS ) nsi! ili t y i~ litigaLi o ll on 

benalf of Indian tTibe s to p:cot e t your nahn-al 1'esou '><' 5 and your ju r i s 
dictional r ights . . 

TS~:l l ...:ti. eO' th e r e a c c ontrovcr.~ i e~ a ' t o p recis el. whc L t- e dian tr ' at ' "'nc1 
-r-1St :::i ~J :-_ 5 re ; 1 ;'tig ~lti n i ' fte n nr;c c~:s ary t ( ' (~t~ m. i, e t . . P . Pl' .~:(! nt ru 'cI 

to 1 onor ? n p 'otect Indian tr ctity and trust rights, - no the r -·c o rd 
b2. ~'c.~ 3 ~_! S -up. 

http:l,~adi.ng
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THE \VHITE HOuSE 

WASHI~GTO:-l 

C;~t C)bor 29, 1976 

De a.r l'·"1r. L.9.ra , 

Tha nlc you f'or your te18gram 

t"J the Pr-esident. 

I oelievetih9t Hr. mastrapasqua's 

candid letter to LaD~n~a Harris is a very 

responsive reply ta yo~r awn conc e rn, and 

• .Ienclose a c09Y of l u • 

-fu a ppreci ate ~a~ring from you 



THE WHITE HO"CSE 

'WASIl l:-i GTO:-i 

Dear i'Ir. Jacobs, 

Th8.n..~ you for ya:.:...r letter 'cc 

the pre 3 id enG. 

As you asked, I tave ch e c:",{sd 

into the matter you raised, and beli eve ~hat 

=~Ir • :'Ias t rapas qua's candid 

~·!ill answer yOUI' qU3stio t"lS. 

c ;py of it. 

We will co . ti~ue to 

"ir0·" -..'" ",' ...... --!--':', 

I . 



THE WHITE I-iO"CSE 

WASHli'iGTO~ 

Spencer, 

Than~{ you for Y'Jur letter to 

toe President. 

+- , .:... 
!.J na 'j :·Ir. N as trapas :rc.a t s 

ca~did letter to Mrs. Harris is a ~esp~~siv~ 

.. - - ~ 

r er ly to your Q lr.Jn lr~ ;::.tJlry, an~ ~ enc Lose 2. 

...... 
liJ • 

He c0ntinu8 

End YOLl to 



THE WHITE HOuSE 

W.-\SHl.';GTON 

Dear ~·-Is. ~' ~oses, 

for 

of tr:e' 12.th to l;Cl8 P~!esidsnt. 

I check 3G a bit, 2.nO f:' no tr.:.at 

Mr. Hastrapasqua's letter t~ ~~s. Earris 

~ full and resp~n3ive r ep ly 

tJ your ~ue s ti on. I enclose a cO~J of it. 

c:)c,tinu9 to -I/l "31'!S. 



THE WHITE HOl..:SE 

\V A S H I N G TON 

1976 

09ar Chairman 3 a r13Y, 

?he President he a asked me to 

tha\ll{ you for Y'J"Llr letter- :)f the 13th. 

I ha~ e che cked into this, and 

fir:.d that Hr. HastrapasQua's candie. letter 

~o T:Irs. IIar~is is, I believe, a re s po '.1 8 i ve 

inquiry. I enclose a copy.
O':lnr ep 1y to 

~e al~ays valu3 the views of 

keepIndian of ficials like y~~rself; please 

if) touch. 

o 

I 



THE. WHITE HOeSE 

WASHl:\GTO:-; 

Octo t'sr 	29, 1976 

yo _: i'or 	your lettei" to him of iJctobsr -.::0. 

I have checked in~~ the ~at~2~ y~~ 

recer:t c2..ndid letter' to 1'·1rs. Harri3 ~S, 

beliave, a resp~nsiva reply to your ~~n 

i:-.i.qt~iry • I enclose a copy_ 

""'~·'Ie csntinu.3 to value the Vi5~S 

Ind!an leaders like y~urself; plec3~ ~9 ~ p 



THE \VHITE HOUSE 

W,\SHINGTON 

Octobe~ 29, 1976 
UO ,.ulgoow, 

Th3 President has aske d me to thank 

you. ror- your tele,gram of yesterday and for 

giving us your advice and evaluation of Indian 

matters. 

La ::- t August 26, the President a;s,-::ed me 

to hel~ him ~.;ith the coordinati-::l[l of American 

Indian p~licies and prog raQs (copy of his me!~o 


to the Cabinet is at t;B ched) and I have been ncti va 


in ta1kin 6 and HOI'king dir :::)otly Hith Indian leaders. 


Last week, all week, I was at the NCAl 

National Conv8nti~n in Sa~ Lake City a nd had the 

Of)portun.ity -::If extensive talks and sessions i.·lith 

Ind:1..an leaders fr0m allover the c'Jutry, nany of' 

..L also met 

~vith the Executive Board of ~JTCA ,·jhion, as you knmJ, 
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THE \VHITE HOUSE 

WO\SHIN GTO ;'; 

Oc t ober 29, 1S76 

Dee.r i'·ir. G2.rc:ia , 

Tha ?resid e nt has asked me to 

thank yo; for your letter of the 8th about 

I checked i: ·,t 0 this and fin d that 

:f.1r. T';rast rapasqua l S letter to LaDonna Harris 

is, I b e lieve, a candid and respo isiue reply 

to your inquiry as well. I enclose a cop: y 

of it. 

We are glad to h a ve y~ur views 
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