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Ford's Firs-t-Staf~~-binnei· -Pays Tribute to~·Hussein ~:~~- · 
By TRUDE B. FELDMAN - . ' . - -~ . · • · · ' . ; ~ 
light's White Hou- Writer ,; ;.: '. · . . "We a&not-only· comforfea, but:r 

WASHINGTON, " D.C-Presi-=' . · confideo~-:w:at the U.S. will-"con:~ 
dent and Mis. Gerald R. Ford ~ tribut~ her full share for tfie-....._ 
hosted their first state dinn~ at :. 8:chievernent of this worthy objee- . 
the · White House recently, but.. :: tive under-:yo';lf ·wise leadership-'.'" 
they hadn't yet moved in to the After ·drinking to the king and 
Executive Mansion. It was also fue.,. _ ~ President, and after a .joyous · 
first state dinner at the White..:'.'."' hourofdancing,.theFordsw.alked_ 
House iI? eight months. . - -. -~-./ .... the~r.oyal couple-to' their ~imousine : 

The dmner-dance was in honor· --:r:'.'..:O:!".:f1 which took them· to Blair Hoose:. 
of Jordan's King Hu.5SeirranctHef.;.:"''-· ·-~ Unlike the Richard M. Nixom,· 
Maf esty ·Queen Alia. Husseiri wa5~~~ · . :i' ,;_ •. who were able-to just take the ele--
tl_le first bead of state ~·visitForo:;~~·.• .. ~~ -:-:vator UJYto their liying..quarters, · 
smce be became Pres1dent.Hroni-~··iE.M~ · · .,, ':d~e;· .F.ords got. -into - another·· 
cally! only last March,. then-Vi~S.· f :· limousm~ and were driven to their 
President and Mrs. Ford:· gave;:;:.: : . ~exandria· home. Before depart- · 
their first diriner at the .-State -"· 7' mg, the new· first couple said: "We·. 
Dept., and the guests. of . hon0r-·: . ~ had a great time. It was wonder-
were King Hussein ·and· Queen. '°·.~- ful Welove ·to''dance-and we·en-
Alia. ·cThe first visiting head of! •:. joyed _it very much." · . ·· · 
state Ford · greeted after being '.~- . .Pl"Hident G.rald R. Ford . ·· For. their next state diriner with 
named . vice· president was.- also···=-. · '· · · · .. ...,_. __ ,;_ : . . .. . , . "-"~'--,.. . ..::.• :::.:;.· .: .• Israel's Prime minister;· the,Fords . 
Hussein . . ·· ·• ··· ··:- ~ .: . :>-~ mgyourseltandyow:country;and. will" be-.'.residen~ · of-· the White:- · 

The Fords, avid dancers,: invitfid:-, we're. ptir_oud of.our: friendship. and .... House;., ... i·~c _._ ·_. ·:... .: ·=~< ..... ::,·· ... ;~·:'::;;..:·~ 
Howard Devron and his 1o-piece;, .. associa on·:--.-: ~·;:'.."'..~.:,;../,~ ·: ... .;,:;~. : -- ·-· --- '··- ·_,.,, . 
orchestra "(including - son :LaW";.,:!.- "But '_the:-:_changes ~~ i~<recen~ ·'. : ·---- .. · •. ·· "' 
rence ·on -the .French ."horn) : who ·~: months.seem:ib have·opened· the- '' 
had also.played-at the Ford'; san's:· door-: to progr-:ss; for peace •. Th~:..:­
r~ent wedding reception, ·to' ftir-·--_changes:-.seem, ~<>"'have. given~ US-:. 
rush dance music for the 120 dinner · · hope that there ll. be greater. i.m- .;; 
guests and. the 50 additional.-per .. :-~ pr~vement as -w~--move··~ad.: . :;:,-· i 
sons who came-after dinner.· c- -· In many respects-;:--:those···· 

Unlike the Nixon White House . changes can.be attributed- ·to you ··:· 
where a noted star was invited t~ --~cause of your.courage; the great',? 
entertain in the. East Room .after : nsks you've taken "during your 
dinner, the Ford event provided ~etime, your superb· understand- : · 
the opportunity to mingle, .-chit:- mg of the pr~blems of the Mideast . 
chat and dance. The a tmasphere . . and your desire to -.yor.k- for peace: . 
was gay, relaxed and informal .... :--. for all peoples.~YL.,..~,- , .. · ._ ·. · 

The queen danced with'-~ tiie--; The President;.· congr:atulated :-· 
President The king danced.with:· ~ H~ein-,on- ru,s "-'•Ieadership;:~ . 
the First Lady. The President".:· d:edicallon;. wisdom and cooper-a- , . 
danced with his beaming 17-year----; tton and you have· set an example:· 
old daughter Susan, a lovely"sight ,. for. all to follow and to. use as ,a.-.:. ·: 
in her green-and-white polka; .dot--· gu.idepost for people not only Jii the·-. · 
cotton gown, to the musical tribute Mideast, but elsewhere.:' _ 
of "If You Knew Susie Like.I Knew . His Majesty King Hussein. ex-
Susie.'! _ · _ pressed for himself and . his gov-

When the President and Betty ernment best wishes and every 
Ford danced, Devron's orchestra· succe55 to the.new. President. "It's 
struck up " Betty Coed' ~ in honor of a source of pnde to us to have bad 
the new First Lady· then it played, · a very close.·. cooperation between 
"You've Got to Be a Football - our nations, to have seen in the re­
Hero," for' the ex-football star cent past some basic steps taken 
Gerald Ford. - · -. ~ for the establishment of a .just and 

At another point, the President ·durable. peace in cur part of the -
was alone on the dance floor as world, largely through the effortS 
everyone stood by appiaoolng, of our friends i)l the United States 
when he danced a shuffle-· rock, . • . the _patient effort, the perse-

· " Big, Bad Leroy Brown" with ve~ce; · the determination that 
Cindy Nessen, wife . of National has resulted in the. first few steps . 
Broadcastin~o's......RoiLN~ materiaijz.ig. : ~ · .r 

-- Nessen. --:- ~--· '.' r':' / '·.---9'!'"----------­• ·Mrs. Ford, -who-studied dance 
.-·~th Martha Graham · was strik-' 
~ ·ingly beautiful in a ~hite crepe 

-l~leeved gown; trimmed with 
: ll~ting white feathers -at the 

: .wnsts and neck. Queen Alia looked 
superb in a robin's ~gg-blue 1:b.iffon . _.· 
gown. : ' -

:· .- 'Earlier,· dunng·ihe-~mooial 
.. march to the East Room Gerald 

· !'ord heard "Ruffles and Flour­
ishes'.' and " Hail· to the Chier• for 

. the.first time in his honor 
:~ ~ Among the guests were Cabinet 

members, White House aides, con-
· gr~en, State Dept. officials 
·businessmen and the former bead·· 
· of the Committee To Re-elect the 

.. ·· St. Louis' NEWEST SA 

_ · :-._~. -~ . ~1LO.NG ·& ·SHOI 
· :·· · · _, . High· Fashion Brar. 

,.,,. ___ ~ for .CHILDREN anc 
:-: . · . ·~"' ·New Arrh 
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Skirts Tops 
-·, - .. NOT ALL SI~ 

.. · . . : ... 
OPEN 3 DAYS i 

Thurs.. frl •• and Sat •• 9:3l 

~7601_ forsyth · ·· · ··-.:::,-·· 
President <CREEP) . Clark " 
MacGregor. And unlike the Nixon'f~. 

-~te dinners, "SiX ·newsmen-were - · 
_ .. ·"':included .among the VIP, inviteeS . .'; 

·They· were John ·· Herbers New ~. " ~'- · «. \~<:i 
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.:.:. , Waahmgton PC>U; Thomas M. • · • ~ •. - .. : · ;.· · -~ ·,.._ ·~ I 
..t · DeFrank, -Newsweek; .. Heien .,..!-_,-.,;• · .. 

·· Thomas, United .·Press.-Interna- ! - ·-~1.;:-- _ : · ~" ·--~ 
tional; Eric Sevaraid, CBS, and » ··· ·· · . . 1-

-~ Nessen, NBC. · . - _;.,j: 
· "-Als.o ~ present . were Jordan's · ··-- ·-.'":' :!".!·'.""· ..... ::-•. 
~e-"Minister.-and Mrs~~- z.aid · ·.--.. _.- ··· ·<"; ._~ . • •• ~,·:;;,,,,::--. d.w· . 

_:Rifai;:- Jordan's -Ambassador...and . - ' · 
:. :,~.-Salab; .. µ:s. ~bassador to · , · ~ · · ~. · <-' ,. ·· 

._ -~~;eN1:;.~::an~ D~~ :~; .. ~- :. . ~ .) ~ .~ ;~~:; .. ~;~~~~-~~ .. ~~-~-·----~-·~f;; ~t 
· :.Chase Manhattan-Bank, :and his ::.. ,.. . ·· .- . ~:;~ _ 
_ ~.ughter ' E'.ileen; . Thornton A. ·· -~: .":::~ t;:·~v{\f-~. \:f •. : -;-; 4~,-~ · 
r -~Wilson, chairman ~of the ·Boeing ·_ "'.' - · . :' f. · :·;. · ·::A~~~·f·.,~t 
- ~-Co., and· two oC the Fords' chil· '. - '" :~ ·· - ~ > :...:."'\;<;,;."':;l;-<'i. 
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THE NIGHT THE FORDS TOOK UP 
THERUGINTHEEASTROOM 

We love to dance!" exulted the Pres­
ident, and in a burst of merrymaking 
such as the White House hasn't seen 
in years, he and Mrs. Ford rolled up 
the rug in the East Room, brought in a 
swing band, and turned 170 guests 
loose with plenty of champagne. 

The official reason for the swinging 
soiree was a state dinner for King Hus­
sein and Queen Alia of Jordan. In 
contrast to the more restrained Nixons, 
who rarely danced in public, the Fords 
had itchy feet. The President gallantly 
swept Her Majesty onto the ballroom 
floor, and King Hussein followed by 
two-stepping with the First Lady. 

As the band bounced through appro­
priate ditties like "Betty Coed" and 
"You've Got To Be a Football Hero," 
the rest of the guests enthusiastically 
joined in. Among them were such one­
time White House personae non 
gratae as Rep. Pete Mccloskey of Cal­
ifornia and Pennsylvania Sen. Richard 

As guests and aides look on, Ford and Cin­
dy Nessen, wife of newsman Ron Nessen 
(center) dance a mlld frug. 
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Schweiker, who cracked, "They've 
shredded the enemies' list." 

As the White House's young military 
aides looked on in smiling disbelief, 
Vermont's 82-year-old Senator George 
Aiken fox-trotted across the floor. So 
did former Secretary of Defense Rob­
ert S. McNamara, who had not 
entered the White House in six years. 
"Happy New Year!" shouted Oregon's 
Mark Hatfield, and his wife added, 
"No one will ever say that Republicans 
are dull again." 

That, perhaps, was overstating the 
case, but President Ford, with grace 
that seemed downright continental, 
soundly kissed Queen Alia on both 
cheeks as she and the king left the par­
ty. At midnight, the Fords headed 
home, but not before urging their 
guests to dance on. "I have to work," 
the President apologized, "I'll be at the 
office at 8 o'clock." His nose indeed 
was to the grindstone: first came his 
surprising speech on Vietnam amnesty 
and then his announcement of the new 
Vice-President. 

An enthusiastic dancer, Susan Ford 
shares a laugh as well as a moment on 
the floor with her father. 



NOW THE TEAM 
IS COMPLETE: 
JERRY & ROCKY 

The new President likes to say that 
he's a Ford, not a Lincoln. Last week 
he was highballing ahead with the 
authority of a Mack truck. 

The action began in Chicago when 
Ford flew in Air Force One (returned to 
its original designation after being 
named "The Spirit of '76" by Nixon) to 
address the 75th convention of the Vet­
erans of Foreign Wars. Instead of a 
regal helicopter hop downtown, Ford 
arrived by motorcade, throwing open 
his sunroof to greet thousands of spec­
tators turned out by Mayor Richard J. 
Daley's machine. (Hizzoner himself was 
absent, still recovering from this 
spring~ stroke and surgery.) 

Addressing the vets, Ford continued 
to sound his Lincolnesque theme of 
"binding up the nation's wounds," un­
expectedly announcing his decision to 
support conditional amnesty for the 
nation's 50,000 Vietnam-era deserters 
and draft resisters. Let them "come 
home if they want to work their way 
back," he said. 

Not so surprising but just as dramat­
ic was Ford's televised introduction of 
Nelson Rockefeller as his choice for 
Vice-President. Rockefeller, who re­
signed last December near the end 
of his fourth term as governor of New 
York, will bring considerable expertise 
in areas where Ford may need help: 
foreign affairs (Rockefeller worked for 
Roosevelt in the State Department and 
is a longtime associate of Henry 
Kissinger) and administrative manage­
ment (New York State's annual budget 
is second only to that of the federal 
government). 

Rockefeller and Ford have been 
friends for years and, as Vice­
President, Ford had been dutifully 
attending meetings of Rockefeller's 
prestigious thinktank, the Commission 

6 

In a Chicago motorcade, President Ford 
happily waves at the crowd whlle Betty 
peers out from Inside. 

on Critical Choices for Americans. 
Once Rockefeller had been consid­

ered a liberal Republican maverick, 
after two unsuccessful tilts at the pres­
idency and his refusal to support Barry 
Goldwater in 1964. But he has moved 
to the right on such issues as drug con­
trol and welfare reform, and his 
nomination will doubtless easily gain 
Senate and House approval, although 
both are expected to spend several 
wee.ks inspecting his credentials. Not 
even the memory of Rockefeller's 
once-controversial divorce and remar­
riage a decade ago to his present wife, 
Happy, poses a political problem 
anymore. President Ford's wife, Betty, 
is also a divorcee. 

In fact, the only snag in the orderly 
movement of Rockefeller into the Vice­
President's job could be housing. 
Under a bill passed by Congress, Vice­
Presidents are supposed to occupy the 
grotesquely Victorian "Admiral's 
House" on the grounds of the Naval Ob­
servatory. (The Fords were preparing 
to move in when President Nixon re­
signed.) But Rockefeller, easily a 
millionaire 200 times over, has owned 
a palatial, 17-acre estate on Washing­
ton's exclusive Foxhall Road for 30 
years and has no intention of living 
anywhere else. 

At his vacation home In Seal Harbor, 
Maine, Rockefeller plles the water In one 

of the less elegant of his fleet of boats. 




