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The 472 members of the 114th graduating class of Central High School will receive 

diplomas in Commencement Exercises at the George Welsh Civic Auditorium 

on Monday, June 7, 1976. 

The Class of 1976 is considerably larger than the 13 member class that first 

received Central High School diplomas back in 1862. Central High School has 

changed dramatically through the years as it grew to meet the educational needs 

of a growing and changing community. However, Central's reputation as a center 

for academic excellence has not changed through the years. 

In addition to the First Lady, Central High School has a long list of illustrious 

alumni including the late Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg. Other distinguished 

alumni include Constance Rourke, American biographer; Houston McBain, president 

of Marshall Field Co.; John B. Martin, Rhodes scholar, former Republican National 

Committeeman and former head of the President's Council on Aging. 

Arnold Gingrich, founder and editor of Esquire Magazine; VTilloughby Bouton, 

concert pianist; Seymour Beach Conger, foreign correspondent; Paul Goebel, 

former m.ayor of Grand Rapids and former member of the University of Michigan 

Board of Regents, and Roger B. Chaffee, astronaut, who was killed January 27, 1967, 

in a fire that swept through the capsule of Apollo I in a flight drill. 

~. l . ) ' 

' .:-
2, 003 students were enrolled at Central High School during the 1975-76 sch~ 

year. In addition to a comprehensive curriculum that is designed to meet the 

individualized needs of students the school offers a wide variety of extra curricular 

programs and services that assist in preparing students for becoming successful 
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productive citizens. Durin~ the 1975-76 school year Central opened a center for the 

education of bilingual students· including Vietnamese students who reside in the 

Kent County area. 

The history of Central High School is vividly described in the attached article 

which is a reproduction of an article from the 1962 Centennial edition of Helios, 

the Central High School Yearbook. 
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For Betty.'s 
Classmates··· : . 
Central High School is still 

looking for Betty Bloomer'&' 
classmates. - ' 

Betty. a 1936 Central High 
graduate, will attend com­
mencement exercises for this· 
yearsclassat8p.m. June7 at. 
~- W. Welsh avic_AIJ. 
ditorium. . . - -c -
What~esherattendance 

special; of· course, is that she 
is married to Gerald R. Ford, 
President of the United 
States. 

The graduating class also 
would like to have as many as 
pmsib1e of the 213 students 
who graduate with ber in 1936 
attend the ceremonies. 

'. 

So far. only 50 of Mrs •. 
Ford's classmat.es have re­
quested tickets to the event,. . ·-­
which is expected to fill the 
auditorium. "We still hope to 
get more," said Eileen V~a 
secretary at Central. 

·Mrs. Ford ha,, said she Will 
make"appropnateremarkst? · -
attbe~. · .: 

Organizers of the com- " 
mencement are requesting 
that'each person who wisheS · 
to attend use bis or her name· · 
as i~ appeared in the 1938 
yearboot, and give the pres-
ent address.- .. 
TickeW,~ available Friday, 

can be obtained by calling 
~ 

-~ 
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central high school 

one hundred fourteenth annual 

Graduation Exercises 

george w. welsh civic auditorium 

the evening of june seventh, 1976 at eight o'clock 

.. 



CLASS MOTTO OF 1976 

"We are leaping over the hill, 

And we have a huge mountain to climb." 

The Star Spangled Banner 

Oh, say! can you see, by the dawn's early light, 

\fl/hat so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 

\fl/hose broad stripes and bright stars thro' the perilous fight, 

O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there. 

Oh I say, does that star spangled banner yet wave 

O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

program 
Mr. John L. Kirchgessner, Assistant Principal, Presiding 

Processional .... Central High Band and Orchestra 

The Pledge to the Flag .... By the Audience 

Invocation ••.. Rev. Richard A. Wilkening, Hope Lutheran Church 

Welcome .... Mr. Pb ii lip E. Runkel, Superintendent 

Excerpts from New World Symphony .... By Dvorak 
Director of Band and Orchestra, Mr. Gregory Knowles 

Introduction of Mrs. Gerald R. Ford .... Mr. Paul Kelly, Senior Class President 

Commencement Remarks .... Mrs. Gerald R. Ford, First Lady of the United States 

The Star Spangled Banner .... Francis Scott Key 
Director of Band and Orchestra • Mrs. LaNelle Roman 

Conferring of Degrees .... Mrs. Vern is L. Schad, President, Board of Education 

Presentation of Diplomas •... Mr. Wesley R. Perrin, Principal 

Assisted by: Mr. James Edwards, Assistant Principal 

Mr. Earl K. Mandeville, Assistant Principal 

Mr. Jan D. Treur, Senior Class Advisor 

Mr. Edward Merizon, Student Council Advisor 

Distinguished Alumni Award .... Mr. Wesley R. Perrin 

Senior Class Presentation .... Mr. Paul Kelly 

Benediction •... Rev. Norman Heintz, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Recessional •... Central High Band and Orchestra 

Please remain seated until the graduates have left the auditorium. 



central high school graduating list-1976 

Bruce John Abbgy Jerry John Bostelaar Brenda Burnette Couch Leatha Carol Fischer Cheryl Ann Heyboer lngrida Daina Kornets Elizabeth Noreen 

Gloria Joyce Addison Kathryn Ann Bott Cathleen Rose Crandall Minnie Jean Fletcher Halle Elizabeth Higgins Jeramy John Paul Kubiak Merdzinski 

Sandra Jean Alyea Thomas C. Box Timothy Alan Cross David G. Flickinger Eleanor Hill Edward Allen Kunst Steven Michael Mervau 

Estella Amos Patrick Sean Boyle James Allen Crowley Glenn Floyd Katherine Denise Hill Diana Marie LaHuis Marcia de La Caridad Mesa 

Harry Anastos Debra Dorine Brailey Mark Alan Currier 

f 

Jeffrey Fluegel Daniel Joseph Hojnacki Kathryn Jean LaMar Brian A. Meuser 

Laura Jean Anda Stacey Jean Braybrook Regina A. Dandridge Kevin Thomas Foley Will Thomas Holton, Jr. Betty Jean Lauderdale Monica Marie Mieras 

Elizabeth Ann Anderson James Michael Brechting Susan Lee Davidson Cynthia Marie Frierson Harriette Denise Howard Delia Leal Joe Ann Miggins 

Kathleen Suzanne Anderson Jamee Marie Breen Anthony Patrick Davis Penelope Dean Fry David Brian Howe Julie Ann Lemcool Beth Ann Miller 

Stephan Charles Anderson Patrice Annette Breen Theodore Eugene Daysoo Regina Gaines Mary E. Husar Sunny Arlene Lindsey Douglas Roy Miller 

William Michael Armock Darlene Brewer John Michael Deering Laura Jeanette Garfield Katherine Elizabeth Irwin John William Lipke Mark Albert Minnema 

Brenadine C. Arnold Cheryl Ann Brewster David DeMaagd Deborah Marie Garmon Paul Douglas Ivy Virginia Ann Long Karla Jean Moelker 

Janet Rose Ashley John H. Briel III Wayne Alan DeWitt Eugene Gary Annette Jacobs Cynthia Ann Loonsfoot Terri Ann Moore 

Jose Manuel Rosalez Avila Rhonda Ranae Britton Ram6n Diaz Steven L. Gibbs Janice Lynn Jacobs Sam Lubben Yolanda Marie Moore 

David A. Badger Carolynn June Brooks Deborah Ann Dickerson John Mark Gibson Jennifer Louise Jacobs Timothy Allen MacDonald Deborah Ann Mosley 

Sonia Baez Beverly Careen Bryant Adele Michele Dobrygoski Kevin Eugene Gillespie Robert Jonathan Jamo Irene MacMillan Joyce Ann Mutchler 

Jonathan Scott Bagby Kurt Stephen Budnick Debra A. Dock Mary Rosalie Gills Tammie Lynn Jarvis Timothy David Madura Doris Annette Nelson 

Patricia Ann Baker Lynn Michele Bueche David G. Dodger Kimberly Monica Glidden Judith Ann Jenkins Kathy Beth Malfroid Terri Lynn Nelson 

Kevin Michael Balczak Leah Waudean Buggs Janice L. Doran Susan June Glupker Bryant Johnson Brian K. Marion Timothy Alex Nelson 

Tim Ball William Russell Burchard Elmer R. Drew Pedro Gonzalez, Jr. Jayne Lynn Johnson Eloise Marshall Joyce Ann Nerti 

Richard Harry Balsitis, Jr. Ronald Wayne Burggraaf Susan Kay Dryer Sarah Lea Gooden Constance Faye Jones David A. Martin Glenna Mae Neuman 

Allen James Baranowski Denise Kay Butler Michael J . Dudek Rebecca Green Israel Undra Jones III Juan Manuel Martinez Joseph Gerard Niedzwiecki 

Marianne Therese Barnes Edward Newton Campbell Martin Lee Duffield Ida B. Griffin Paul Michael Jones Denise Mae Mason Donna Nisa Noah 

Paul D. Barscewski Roger Lee Carr Deborah Ann Dunstan Richard Dale Ronald Emery Jones Gerald L. McCarthy Molly Jean Nolan 

Rebecca Jean Bartaway Daniel Jesse Carvill Harold James Ebenstein Grudzinskas, Jr. Emma Jordan John Theotis McClaurin Cornelius Nordyke 

Ronald Beards John E. Cash Sally Anne Eby Vicki Lee Guthrie Mark Conrad Justema Linda Marie McDonald Lon Norman 

Kirk William Beckman Jeffrey Scott Cebelak Tamara Lynn Elders Becky Ruth Gutierrez Janie Ann Karrip 
Winters Debra Jo Nyenhuis 

Jerry E. Beeks Hing-Fai Chan Chris Jayson Ellis Edwin Guyton Paul Joseph Kelly 
William John McDonald Cynthia Lee Oom 

Dianna Lynne Belk Timothy Craig Chasseur Bruce Edward Emaus Marjorie Ruth Hall Debra Ann Kelting 
Kenneth Mcferren Robert Lee Osborn 

Jay Berry Tyrone Chatmon Timothy Eno Russell Hamlett Diane Elizabeth Kelting 
Barbara Kay Mcintyre David Carroll Otte 

Thomas Bigelow Yum Buck Chin Annette Marie Emwall 

J 

Tina Marie Haner Cindy Diane Kieviet Carolyn Elizabeth Edwin Goldie Owens 

Veris Louise Blackmon Dawn Marie Chisholm Derek Evans Carol Hankiewicz Kathleen D. Kindig McKinney Saundra Lynnay Palmer 

Allison Renee Blomeling Budnick Carol A. Faasse Sue Lynne Hansen Darlene Emmetta King W anderval Inetter Jack Wayne Palmitier 

Marcia Jean Boelens Renee Lynne Clay Cheryl Fran Faasse William Mark Harrison Sally Jean Kingsnorth 
McKinney Noreen E. Palumbo 

Mary Kathryn Boggs James Vernon Coates Sherry Lea Fairfield Edward Remington Hart III Rocky Robert Kitchen 
Ethel McMillan Debra Kay Parish 

Teresa Gale Boggs Gerald P. Cole Tammy Marie Ferrell Pamela Joyce Hassell Scott Charles Klukowski 
Thomas Alan McSauby Charles Edward Patten 

Karen Lynn Boguslawski Gary Coleman Levi T. Figures, Jr. Nancy Ann Hastings Karen Klunder 
Delia McVicar Katherine Eileen Patterson 

Cynthia Louise Borowka Christine Margaret Connell Sally Ann Figures Dorcas Marie Heintz Pamela Marie Kohlbeck 
Debra Sue Meeuwsen Kimberly Denise Patterson 

Stephen R. Paul 

Continued 



Daniel Perez Cherylou Sargent Gary Lee Sytsma Ellen Marie Weber 
Vicki Jo Peuler Yvonne Leigh Schaap Kimberly Ellen Taylor Larry Darnell White 
Ruthann Annie Phillips Laura· Ann Scharphorn Todd Harris Teachout ]. C. Whitfield 

Merri Jo Piette Philip Joseph Scheidel Lisa Gayle Thomas Carlton Andre Whitley 

Terrrance Joel Piette James Henry Schmitzer Robert Lee Thomas Sherrie Leora Wiersma 

Doris Lynne Pingel Elisabeth Cornelia Bennie Thome Anne Marie Wiggins 

Suzan Fatma Piskin Schoonheim Craig Phillip Thurman Jean Marie Wilkening 

Delores Elizabetha Pittman Kathy Schreckengust Kathleen Lucille Todd Kathy A. Williams 

Russell L. Polson Todd Elliott Schuhman Mark Steven Todd Luberta Williams 

Suzanne Porchia Deborah Louise Scott Charles Ralph Tolhurst II Sheryl Lynn Williams 

Vicky Lee Portwood 
Lenore Elizabeth Scott Mark Tomasik Tony Ray Willis 

Kimberly Anna Potter Kimberly Ann Selbach Mary Trevino Rodger D. Wilson 

Anthony Edward Prawdzik Donald F. Serba Lori Jean Tubergen Thomas J. Wisneski 

Gregory Scott Price Dennis M. Shamblin Holly L. Uecker Marcia Elizabeth Anne 

Minnie Jean Price Thomas Brian Sherry Ronald William Uecker Wojciakowski 

Chris Edward Pruett James C. Short James Alan V ander Kolk Cindy Lee Wood 

Dean Lee Pulte Tony Curtis Sinclair Scott]. Vandee Wall Lisa Anne Wood 

Teresa Kathleen Putnam Debra Lynn Sleziak Keith Thomas VanderWeide Wanda Jean Wood 

Michael G. Quick Christine Louise Smith Duane Jay VanderZee Linda D. Woods 

Maria del Pilar Ramirez Debra Lynn Smith Mark Joseph VanDriel Kelly Jean Woody 

David Franklin Rance Michael Eugene Smith Cheryl Lynn VanHaun Kathleen Rae Worster 

Daniel C. Ray William Wyatt Smith David R. Van Holstyn Michelle Ann Wright 

Martha Ann Reyna Sandra Kay Snyder Susan Kay van Oosten Beatrice Yarbrough 

Anthony Phillip Richardson Valarie Joan Spangler Cathleen Jane VanOrden Michael David Young 

Bradford Xavier Richardson Susan Kay Spielmaker James Ryan VanVliet .Patrick P. Zamarron 

Carol Jean Rittenhouse James Dale Spivey Pedro Vazquez Wayne Philip Zandbergen 

David Samuel Robinson, Jr. 
Kathy Marie Standley Ellen Ruth VerWys Laura Lee Zandstra 

Robert Scott Rohloff 
Theresa Mary Stanton Jenny Ann Vinge Suzanne Rae Ziemski 

David Durrant Stephens Carol Joy Waem Vivian Elaine Zuidema 
Laurel Lee Rollins 

Terri Lynn Stevenson Gloria Gale Waem Kevin Jay Zuidewind 
Susan Marie Rosloniec 

Melvin Stewart Helen Elizabeth Wagemaker Kathryn Ann Zwier 
Cindy Lou Ross 

Robert Tyrone Stimpson Shell Kay Waidelich 
Sylvia Rosson 

Michael Paul Stott Naomi Z. Walker 
Mary Katherine Rozegnal 

John Robert Stubbs, Jr. Barbara Kay Ward 
Eddie Marie Rucker 

Arnolds Rupmejs Ruperts 
Susan Kay Swartz Laurie Sue Ward 

Marilyn Theresa Sylvester Joseph Michael Wardell 
Kenneth John Rusilowski 

Sue Marie Sylvia Philip Robert Warn 
Sharon Renae Sanders 

Thomas Michael Syrba 



IT IS TRULY AN HONOR FOR ME 

TO RETURN TO MY OWN HIGH SCHOOL 

AFTER 40 YEARS. 

THAT SEEMS LI KE A LONG, LONG TIME AGO. 



THE CLASS OF 1936 

AND THE CLASS OF 1976 

ARE MANY YEARS AND MANY CHANGES APART. 

BUT I BELi EVE 

EACH CLASS OF GRADUATES AND PARENTS 

HAVE SIMILAR EMOTIONS AND EXPECTATIONS 

ON GRADUATION DAY. 

2 



l'VE SHARED THIS DAY WITH MY FOUR CHILDREN, 

AND I UNDERSTAND WHAT A SAD-HAPPY DAY 

THIS IS FOR ALL OF YOU. 

3 



4 

FOR GRADUATES 1 

THIS MARKS AN END 

TO A VERY SPECIAL TIME IN YOUR LIVES. 



YOU WI LL ALWAYS REMEMBER 

YOUR TEACHERS AND FRIENDS 

AND, OF COURSE, 

THE EXPERIENCES YOU HAVE HAD. 

5 



TODAY YOU BEGIN 

TO TAKE MORE CONTROL OF YOUR OWN LIFE 

AND TO PURSUE YOUR OWN SPECIAL DREAMS. 

THArs BOTH EXCITING AND A LITTLE SCARY • 

AS YOUR PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

WATCH YOU START THE ADVENTURE 

OF MORE EDUCATION OR A JOB, 

THEY SHA RE YOUR EX C I TEMENT. 

...... ---

'- :::> 

6 
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AS ALL PARENTS DO, 

THEY WANT GOOD THINGS FOR YO.....:.-.U.;.... -------
l'M SURE EVERY MOTHER IN THIS AUDIENCE 

REMEMBERS THE Fl RST DAY YOU WENT OFF TO SCHOOL 

THE SAME MIXTURE OF HIGH HOPES 

AND JUST A LITTLE PA IN 

ARE SOMEWHAT THE SAME TODAY. 



8 

WE REALLY CAN DO LITTLE MORE 

THAN ENCOURAGE YOU TO FOLLOW YOUR OWN DREAMS 

AND TO ASSURE YOU OF OUR SUPPORt 

TO TRUST AND BELIEVE IN YOURSELF 

IS THE BEST ADVICE WE CAN GIVE. 



WE DO HOPE YOU WI LL GROW AS I ND IVI DUALS 

AND CONTINUE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

THE WORLD AROUND YOU. 

WHAT MAKES AMERICA SPECIAL 

IS THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL 

CAN MAKE HIS OWN PERSONAL PROMISES 

ABOUT WHAT HE WANTS TO DO WITH HIS LIFE. 

9 



WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE AMERICAN DREAM, 

WE REALLY ARE TALKING ABOUT THE COLLECTION 

OF ALL OUR DREAMS. 

YOUR EXPECTATIONS WILL BE MATCHED 

BY SURPRISES AND DISAPPOINTMENTS. 

BUT I 'VE FOUND , 

THE TRUE EXCITEMENT AND CHALLENGE OF LIFE 

IS TO EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED. 

10 



AS I WATCHED MY CHI LOREN GRADUATE, 

I WANTED EACH OF THEM 

TO HAVE THE STRENGTH TO ACCEPT CHALLENGES 

AND THE COURAGE TO OVERCOME DEFEATS. 

II 
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MY HOPES FOR THEM ARE THE SAME FOR YOU TODAY 

AND ALL YOUNG PEOPLE---

MAY YOU HAVE LAUGHTER, FRIENDS AND JOY. 

MAY YOU LIVE UP TO THE BEST IN YOURSELVES. 



IN THIS BICENTENNIAL YEAR, 

MAY YOU USE THE LI BERTY AMERICA GIVES US 

TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE. 

13 



Central High School Graduation Remarks 

It is truly an honor for me to return to my own 

high s chool/after 40 years. That seems a very long 

time ago. Although you and I studied in the same 

building, / many things have changed fat Central High 

School. The class of 1936 and the class of 1976 

are more than years apart, f,ecause of IllBilY events 

and changes in the world. 
/ 

The subjects you studied, the clothes you wear 

and the jobs you will have/are different from those 

of my generation But I believe each class of graduates 

and parents have similar emotions and expectations on 

graduation day. I 

I've shared this day~ith my 

I I J 
know what a sad:happy day this is 

four children, and I 

for all of you. / For 

graduates, this marks an end /to a very special time in 

your lives. You will always remernber (the friends and 

the fun, 1but you are looking today £ar new adventures. / 

to take more control of your own lives and to pursue your 

own special dreams{ 

Whether you continue your education or start a job, 

. . 

I 



Page Two 

you will make your own decisions. / That's both exciting 

and a little scary. Your life will never be ~s 
_ /. iO u$(e. 0-... 

1 

structured and predictablcz as it has been in the pasJI. './\a.~~ 

~,l'here will be fewer 
11

required courset~~d, more ..... electTvE:fs·.;~~ ( 

As your i;:arents and friends{ launch you on this 

adventure, l I know they share your excitement. ( As all 

parents do, they want good things for you. / 

I'm sure every mother in this audience/remembers 

the first da~ you went off to school. ( The same mixture 

of high hopes ~d just a little pain (are somewhat the 

same today. 

We really can do little more~an encourage you 

to follow your own dreams /and to let you know we will 

back you up. We all hope you will continue/ to grow 

as individuals /ma to keep educating yourself {about the 

1, 
world around you ~ 

--:t:.~ the lines from the poet , GeoJ:ge -s·antayan·a: 

( 

11 It is not wisdom to be only wise, and. .. oti the inward vision 

el'ose theL.eyes.?' but .it .is wisdom to believe the hear'f. "' 

'--To trust and believe in yourself }really is the best advice 

we 

can 

can give. / 

You are uni~~.-;;;:,e talent and energy ~nly 
give to your community/ and to your country. / 

.. 



Page Three (; I ' 
'J nd- ('(\, ~J ¥ + " "Iv du tJ..X f rna.Jdl/J 111 s 

Cf A ...... ......-.~~~~~ .... ~~~~ 
f\ ,\ I~~'/ -..l~Mmi-""1Mill~:ee~~·· s . es - mi' al, / \...,/ +rv.t2... 

OWN JMa '~I~ When we ta1:':m~~::;,c:~%.!:1:e~, wee~ea7'i: ronu I 
~ are talking about/ the collection of all our dreams. / 

You graduate with many expectations,/ and no doubt will 

encounter disappointments and surprises./ But what makes 

America exciting fs that all of us foan expect the unexpected. / 

,__:_LA 'ff' 
1 @ifl Jilt'TWT H fi,ttd IJ!..,@..l__:i) :-

Yo~ begin with your own hopes and talent1and what 

happen11/- not always ..,.._ you plan I But if you ll!> II l.\I 

b=ki-eve your heart( nd discipline yourself /to be the 

best you can be, I believe you will find many rewards. ~ 

I 'think of the parable /of the .tialents in the Bible / 

and of the man who used /ftl• one talent well. 1 What is 

important in our lives Jis ~t we hav.e(in the way 

of intelligence and talent, but what we do with these 

gifts. 

As I watched each of my children graduate, /I wanted 

each of them ~o have the strength to accept the challenges 

and the courage to overcome the disappointrrents. My hopes 

for them {are the same for you today /and all young peoplef-t 

may you have laughter, friends and hope and may you live 

up to the best in yourselves . 

. . 



~ ~ be.I 1eve. +hose2- cynics/ whD +h1nK- #\1~ tS ~ bat{ 
;/Jf>'\Q -Gr cA n11V'UCtl. / ll.Je Ive_ or-f- OU r pro h le m9 / I bu+- We l Ve_ 

also r+- -I-ho C()UrCLyz- / w rtnd. SD I u-hons. l /)Je_ 'r.Q. I 

i'§U FsM" ~vintj 1nd1v1<ilx& /1~~ ant{ 

opPor;v~- j 
r In this year of our Bic~ntennial,fmay you 
\..~ and. o or--f-vn, 

use ~ iiber y erica give us t o make our 

world a better place. / 

-0-

.. 



IT'S AN HONOR TO BE BACK AT CENTRAL---

EVEN THOUGH IT MAKES ME FEEL OLD. 

I CAN'T BELIEVE IT'S BEEN 40 YEARS 

SINCE MY CLASS RECEIVED THEIR DIPLOMAS. 



OF COURSE, MY LAST HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

WASN'T IN 1936. 

IT WAS ONLY LAST YEAR, 
t-="' ra o rv1.. 

WHEN MY DAUGHTER GRADUATEDf\ HIGH SCHOOL 

IN FACT, 

IN MY FAMILY, 

WE'VE HAD SIX rUGM SCUOOL GRADUATIONS • 

. . 

2 



3 

- I KNOW 

THAT WHILE EACH GRADUATION IS UNIQUE, +012--e.ALh 
\ r-.J. \v\J\>-O\-

S+; 11 PARENTS AND GRADUATES m 
SHARE SIMILAR EMOTIONS 

ON THIS VERY SPECIAL DAY • 

• 

. . 



FOR GRADUATES 

TODAY MARKS AN END TO A VERY SPECIAL TIME 

IN YOUR LIVES. 

IT ALSO MARKS A GREAT BEGINNING. 

5 



IT MAY BE SCARY TO THINK OF THE 

FRIENDS, TEACHERS, AND EXPERIENCES 

YOU' LL BE LEAVING BEHi ND, 

BUT IT SHOULD BE EXCITING AND SATISFYING 
OW'Y\ 

TO BE FREE TO PURSUE YOUR SPECIAL DREAMS . 

. . 

6 
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TODAY, 

I KNOW EVERY MOTHER IN THIS AUDIENCE 

HAS THOUGHT ABOUT THE FIRST DAY 

YOU TRUNDLED OFF TO SCHOOL 
- .... =-

I KNOW THE SAME MIXTURE 

OF HIGH HOPES AND JUST A LITTLE PAIN 

ARE IN THEIR HEARTS RIGHT NOW • 

. . 



AND LIKE THE DAY YOU FIRST WENT TO SCHOOL, 

THERE IS UTILE WE CAN DO 

BUT PROMISE OUR SUPPORT 

. AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONTINUE 

TO DEVELOP AND GROW. 

8 
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TRUST AND BELi EVE 

IN YOURSELF AND YOUR FELLOWMAN---

THAT'S THE BEST ADVICE WE CAN GIVE. 

WHAT MAKES AMERICA SPECIAL 

IS THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL 

MAKES HIS OWN DREAMS 

AND LIVES IN AN ENVIRONMENT 

WHERE THEY CAN COME TRUE. ----



OF COURSE LI FE HAS F RUST RA Tl 0 NS , 

AND THE BEST LAID PLANS DO OFTEN GO AWRY. 

BUT LIFE ALSO HAS CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

AND I HAVE FOUND 

THE TRUE EXCITEMENT AND CHALLENGE OF LI FE 

IS TO EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED • 

10 



WHEN I WATCHED MY CHILDREN GRADUATE, 

I PRAYED FOR EACH OF THEM 

TO HAVE THE I MAG I NA Tl ON TO DREAM, 

THE STRENGTH TO ACCEPT CHALLENGES , 

AND THE COLI RAGE TO OVERCOME DEFEATS. 

11 



12 

l ALSO ASKED THAT THEY BE BLESSED WITH LAUGHTER, 

THE LOVE OF FRIENDS 

AND THE JOY OF LIV I NG. 

AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, 

THAT THEY LIVE UP TO THE BEST IN THEMSELVES. 



AS I WATCH YOU GRADUATE, 

I Fl ND MYSELF 

RECITING THE SAME MOTHER'S PRAYER. 

13 



I DON'T BELi EVE THOSE CYNICS 

WHO THINK THIS IS A BAD TIME FOR AMERICA. 

WE'VE GOT OUR PROBLEMS, 

14 

BUT WE'VE ALSO GOT THE COURAGE TO FIND SOLUTIONS. 



15 

WE'RE PRESERVING INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND OPPORTUNITY, 

AND WE' RE HOPEFUL THAT YOU 1 LL MATURE 

WITHOUT EXPERIENCING THE HORROR OF WAR. 



16 

BUT THERE'S AN AWFUL LOT THAT NEEDS TO BE DONE 

BY THIS BICENTENNIAL GRADUATING CLASS. 

PLEASE USE THE LI BERTY AND OPPORTUNITY 

AMERICA PROVIDES 

TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE. 

THANK YOU. 



Its been a long time 

It's axpx&KBHXl!XKnd an honor to e back at Central~- even though 
I 5 • it makes . me feel oldj' I can't believe it's been 40 
years since t ~received their diplomas. 

1-!_~ 'OC •. . I 
Of course, my las€ ~aaua€ion wasn't 48 ,cars ago. It was only 

last year, when my daughter graduated high school. In fact, 

b<i\,:;en~ ... io~~eelf, we've had ~~g~aduations. 
And I know that while each graduation is unique, parents and 

graduates share similar emotions on this very special day. 

For graduates, today marks an end to a very special 

time in ~ lives. It also marks a great beginning. ~xxs It may be 

&x«%x:iH~KHaxaxx%xXi:& scary to think of the friends, teachers, 

and experienc~ou'll be leaving behind) but it should be exciting 

BHXx%xxskml and satisfying to be free to pursue your special 

dreams. 

xxkHanrx&xery mother in this audience has thought about 

Today, I know every mother in this audience has thought about 

the first day you trundled off to school, ..:i/!JfMJ& I know the same mixture 

of high hopes and just a little pain are in their hearts xaalC¥J' right 

now. 

And like the day you first went to school, there is little 

we can do but promise our support and encourage you to continue to 
and your fellowman 

develop and grow. Trust and believe in yourselve,---that•s the best 

advice we can give. R 1 
& tite-q%utrx :@~~t 1 s made Atnar±~a. ~ 

• 

......__ __ 
What makes Jtm&xx«K-ottr country special is that each individ~al 

.. 



makes his own dreams and lives in an xx environment where they 

can come a true. Of cours; life has frustration~and the best 

laid plans do often go awry. But life also has challenges and 

opportunities and I have found the true excitement and challenge 

of life is to expect the unexpected. 

When I watched my children graduate, I prayed for each 

of them to have the imagination to dream, the strength to accept 
I also asked that 

challenges, and the courage to overcome defeats..f A_s JioHa.tcb ¥OU •• 
they be blessed with laughter, the love of friends, & the joy of living

1 
~xaabmX1QcxickexsCD1&XJIXKJt1DCx:iXltmmmxXkxax(JkxaqcxmDDix 

and ......... most importantly, it- they live up :kk to the best in I #\ 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

themselves. ~ I watch you graduate, :kk&XKlDIHX}IXlq[llX r feum~ tt-w 

Vta. 
o1111 sel:f reciting the same 111xaqcexx mother's prayer. 

I don't believe those cynics who think this is a bad time 

for America. We've got our problems, but we've also JJ& ::;:; 

smxH:kxBHKXX go~age to find_solutions. We're preserving 

h d IT (' Vl"':l "b <~!~~ ~--·---~~··-~M~ t e .. § i a~ 1 erty llcn: JVZ% • _ al ,·• rmprtF b.e 

e£-li!SJil:ts and we' re hopeful that you' 11 mature without experiencing 

the horror of war. Butxmxlldlxa£x:kk&xskXK~&x there's an awful lot 

that needs to be done by this bicentennial graduating class. Please 

use the liberty and opportunity America provides to make the world 

a better place.~hank you. 
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Mrs. Ford's Remarks 
Central High School Commencement 
Monday, June 7, 1976 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

It's an honor to be back at Central---even though it makes me feel 
old. I can't believe it's been 40 years since my class received their 
diplomas. 

Of course, my last high school graduation wasn't in 1936. It was 
only last year, when my daughter graduated high school. In fact, 
in my family, we've had six high school graduations. And I know that 
while each graduation is unique, parents and graduates share similar 
emotions on this very special day. 

For graduates, today marks an end to a very special time in your lives. 
It also marks a great beginning. It may be scary to think of the 
friends, teachers, and experiences you'll be leaving behind, but it 
should be exciting and satisfying to be free to pursue your special 
dreams. 

Today, I know every mother in this audience has thought about the first 
day you trundled off to school. I know the same mixture of high hopes 
and just a little pain are in their hearts right now. 

And like the day you first went to school, there is little we can do 
but promise our support and encourage you to continue to develop and 
grow. Trust and believe in yourself and your fellowman---that's the 
best advice we can give. 

What makes America special is that each individual makes his own 
dreams and lives in an environment where they can come true. Of 
course life has frustrations, and the best laid plans do often go awry. 
But life also has challenges and opportunities and I have found the 
true excitement and challenge of life is to expect the unexpected. 

When I watched my children graduate, I prayed for each of them to have 
the imagination to dream, the strength ~o accept challenges, and the 
courage to overcome defeats. I also asked that they be blessed with 
laughter, the love of friends and the joy of living. And, most 
importantly, that they live up to the best in themselves. As I watch 
you graduate, I find myself reciting the same mother's prayeJ:". 

I don't believe those cynics who think this is a bad time for America. 
We've got our problems, but we've also got the courage to find 
solutions. We're preserving individual liberty and opportunity, 
and we're hopeful that you'll mature without experiencing the horror 
of war. But there's an awful lot that needs to be done by this 
bicentennial graduating class. Please use the liberty and opportunity 
America provides to make the world a better place. 

Thank you. 

\ 
• 
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Ever since it. he!!im1111g-. Central High School 
has folJO\\'etl :1 lo11g tradition of ~radualing me11 
and women t.1p;1ble of handling- the ~ra\'C respon­
sibilities whirh the world oltl'rs_ It all he~an in 
18-35 when the firH sd10ol svstl'lll 111 (;rand Rapids 
was fom1ed. Then in 18~7. ;\liss llinsdill was en­
gaged to tca<·h 111 a frame building on ··rrospect 
Hill." Bt'came o l a growing population, the need 
for a larger and better equipped school het·ame 
evident. 
The first r{·a I ~t hotll house w;1s n111stn1rtcll on 
Fulto1l Street. .ll the head o[ JdkrsoH :\vt•nm'. 
This buildin~ humed in HMO.' The. Ill'\\' high 
school. called the l nion, located on Barday and 
Rau!>Om, was tlwn m progress of comtrun ion and 
was soon rea(h for occupation. The site of this 
building wa~ purchased for Sti-15.00. One of the 
most modern huddin~ of its time, it was three 
stories high and fcawred a high bell tower on the 
southeas. conKT- It wa~ hum this building that 
in 186~ the first class. consistin~ of thineen st11-
dents, was gradu.1ted: before that time it was n1s­
tomary to haw dass exercises withotn granting 
diplomas. Jndicati,·e of the growth of t•tluc1tion 
in Grand Rapids 1s the fact that in 1~85 Central's 
enrollment was ~9:! students while a short two vt·ars 
later the enrollnwnt had increased to 4'.~{i stml<•nts. 
Again in I 90tl. excavation heg:m for a new high 
school. With tht' dedication of this new hu ildinK 
on January I~. 1911 , Central High Sd1ool pkdged 
itself to tiie noble t.H-k. of continuing its cxt·mplary 
record of outst:mding sen·ice. Consrructetl at a 
cost of S.J.15.000, the building was one of the most 
modern in tilt' l ' nite<l States. .\lihough hasi<:ally 
the same as toda\ . the building had st•n•ral \'ari­
ations from the plan with whid1 we arc familiar. 
For exarnpk. the mec-hanical drawing room was 
located in the ha,cment while thl' an rooms were 
placed on the fourth floor. \\'i1h these modern 
facilities, Central High St·hool wntinucd its tradi­
tion .of giving -.upt·rior cdtKat ion to tht• present 
time. 
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The cover reproduced here is the cover of the first HELIOS. 
The nome wos chosen because ii llood for Helios, the Sun 
God. Brightness, energy, and originality were the aims af 
the HELIOS. The following are excerpts from the first poge. 

"We are here. And lhe first thing in order is to tell why 
we ore here and whot we expect lo do. As lo our purpose. 
We purpose lo issue a clean, original, business-like sheet, 
giving news of everything connecled with the school. Whelher 
we shall be uble la achieve our aim depends largely upon the 
citi1ens. ·Hoping that our efforts will meet with popular 
approval, and thal the public wili lake an active part in 
furthering the same interests, we commend our issue to the 
world." · 
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From the High School journal vf JSS6 

Along with ~< holar.,hip. a rigorou' prn~ram of 
1 itizrnship and ~portsmanship \\·as t ' t:thlished at 
Central. Smh mbjects as Creek, a'tronomy and 
~l'ology wne ;1, pro mi 11e11t m t lw l r h }l'ars of 
Cl:ntral ~·~ Engli~h. m;uh. and hiolo~~ are toda)·· 
.\ho imponant in its histor~· is the fan that Central 
'"" had some of the mo,t excclknt and dl'difatt·d 
tt·arher.. on its facuJt,·. Alt hou~h well-ecluratl'd 
tt·;uhcrs \\'ere dittirnlt to obtain during the 18tiO's, 
C:c·rmal f li~h Schl><>l stafkd its family with the 
gracluatb ol Anwrira's finest n1lkgl'' and uniwrsi­
ties. With ~ud1 excellent guides in thl' pron·ss 
ol education it is no wondl'r th;tt Ct•ntral graduates 
h;1\'t: ma<lt an impon.1nt contribution to the prog· 
rc·ss of the wot Id. l '111il the earlv 1910\. fratl'l'llities 
and serrt:t soc: ietie~ ,\·en· _;.iJlowed to opt'ratt' as 
"hool 'pomored organi1at1uns. They h:1d initia­
tiom, pledges. and st'cret meetings. hut the> did 
uot operate to such an extent as tlw fratcrnities and 
!lornrities in C'Ollt'ges. Tht' fint sd10ol paper whifh 
appeared similar to tht· present Rmns' Re,·icw was 
puhlbhed in l 881i under the name ol Journal. The 
school yearhook wa~ ver)' different from 1he present 
Helios. The piuurl'S \>f stmknts, with the t•xt·eption 
of class officers, were not included i11 thl' annual 
until I 90i, amt then they werl' taken by session 
10oms. These org.111i1ations and p11hlications hdp('d 
to instruct the students in h:mdling- responsibility 
and, therefore. 111 the future. accepting- the respon­
sibilities ot good «iti1cns. Sports111amhip has al­
wa~s been highly regarded and has hl'ronw pan 
of the liberal cduratiun which Central gi..,.es to 
all tho~ willing- to accept it. Both hO\s and girls 
have been taught rhc fine points of !\pot tsmanship 
through football. ha~ketball. !\ofthall. n>llcyball, 
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Three' rh~t·rs for Cuh.1 Libre, 
For th .. !all uf Spanrsh laws, 

Ami for t1w buys who left the f(tidiron, 
1'o ti~ht for Frt•t...,lom '9 raUst". 
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and other s1n•1 r,. Keepmg in thl' spirit \,·ith the 
p:ist. there a1t at the prest'nt lllllt' two organi1ations. 
the .:\gon.i < !uh .111d the C-Cluh, whirh inclucll' 
students with 111tcreH and honors in sportsm,111-
ship."' Hntil their deterioration. these organi1.ations 
will profess the values of good sportsmanship, lead­
ership, and ci ti1enship. 
\\'ith reverent tribute. Central h:n a!wavs rcmem­
hel'ed its men and '\°0111en who ga,·e their li\'es 
for their srhool and their comltr\'. The first monu­
ment of its kind in Central'" hl~tory is the stone 
placed on rhe e.1·H law11 of Central's campus. It 
was dedicated to the "Honor of the lo\·al ser\'ice 
o.f the 6th. ith. and 10th regiments, '.\lichigan Ca,·al­
r} Volunteers. lro111 18ti:!- I 8tl·l. who trained on the 
premises of Cemr.d High School." This memorial 
was gi\'en by the (·ity of Gr:md R:ipids and the 
Sophie De '.\Iars:ir rhapter of the Daughters of the 
American Re,·olution . The tragic death in 1918 of 
Gordon Scott Ill ;1 football ~ame brought sorrow 
to the entire t:ommunitv. To rommcmorate the 
fine -;en·ice of this outstandin~ ~oung man and to 

inspil't.' ochers to follow the hi~h idt•als of service 
to mankind, tht school established the highly 
co\'eted Gordon Scott Cup, S\mbol of all the best 
in American 'ouih. Death also swept away many 
Central men in the First \Vo1 Id \\"a!". Tu preserve 
che glory ot their deeds for future generations, a 
monument \,·as placed on the front lawn. To 
further ithtill 10\"<: of peace in the hearts and minds 
of men, the annual -\rmistin' Day program was 

.:~~-.. . -

begun soon after tlw World \Var I. This program 
has continued throughout the years as one of Cen­
rral's most followed traditions. After the Second 
\Vorld \Var, the men and women of Central who 
had given their lives for their country in that 
conflict were also included in the ceremony. In 
No\'ember, 1945. a memorial plaque was placed in 
the front hall with the names ol former students 
who had fallen 011 the battlefield during the second 
big war. Later, the Central students who died in 
the Korean \Var were also honored in the Novem­
ber ek\'enth ceremony. \Ve all can take pride in the 
fact that Central High School has always honored 
those who gave the supreme sacrifice of life itself 
in defense of Democracy. · 
Since the Second World \Var, Central has experi­
cnC"ed and absorbed many new changes. For several 
years after the war, many veterans were enrolled 
at our school and gave it a more mature atmos11here. 
Another interesting d1ange was the breaking of the 
male hold on the d1cerleading squad, The pre-war, 
all male chcerlcading squad never reappeared as 
the girls took O\'cr the activity during the war. 
Recent years have also seen a great deal of moderni· 
1;ition of the facilities of Central High School. 
The science department has especially benefited 
from this program. The addition of new and more 
,-ounselors has been of great value to students since· 
expert advice on problems is now readily available. 

Helios 189~ 

- .- --:..,..,......- -

lE.\'/"A'.4.1. /!/(,"/I SCHOOL. 

Taken from Ransom street, looking north-east. 
Central Grammar School on the higher ground in the rear.) 

Ransom street front. :HO feet Floor space, 850,00o square feet; to accommodate l,000 pupils. 
Estimated value, $1~0.000. 
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Through thc~e ath;inre~. Central ha:. kept l.1ith with 
th<· ,tmlents it ~eeks to sene. 

The final and onh truC:' measure of an\' t;ducitional 
imtitution i~ wh.11 ihe graduates ii l1.1s sent out in10 
the ,,·orld ha\e done to better the lot of mankind. 
C:t·ntral ha\ mt·t this standard of l'X1dlenn: in a 
i1plcndid lashion imleed' Foremost of Cencral grad­
uatt\ h the late Senator .-\nhur \'amknherg who 
was large!~ respomiblc for l ' nitnl Siates parti<·i­
p:uion in the t:nited :\ations and for the int·e1>tion 
of the '.\larshall Plan . .-\nother n·lehrated graduate 
o{ our school i\ Stuart Edward \\'hilt'. nott•d ;nithor 
on pioneer life. Cencral graduate Christopher Zaran­
fonetil. wa\ a leader in the field of rnntrol of typhus. 
Other noted Cen1ral ~raduates an· .John i\lartin, 
fonncr Secretan· of Stah' of Ohio: l ' nitl·d States 
Judge Thomas \lc\lister: Lee \\'oodrulf, editor of 
the Grand Rapids Press: Paul Goebel. . .\11- .-\nwrican 
foo:ball player, former mayor, arnl l lli\'Cl'sity of 
~fichigan Regem and Thomas Ciilit·rt White, 
artist. In truth. this space is too limited to include 
che man\' Ccntr:il llll'n and women who ha\'c 
scn·ed th~ir nation ;md th(' world well. 
As we look bad .. at 1he many years of -;er\'ke Central 
has rendered fro)ll its meager he~i1111i11~ in 181i'.! 
to the present year 1%2. it has and will continue 
to gradu;11e cd11< ;1ted men and wo111t·n <·apable 
or accepting the prohkms of this troubled world. 
It was and ~iii! i~ Ccntrars task to mold the rou~h. 
unlearned son~ and daughtt.·r~ into t hl' cit11t'ns who 
will lead the rnmmunit~ in the lulllre. 

.. 
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• Le Cercle Francais 

Pir~t TO\\ : .fKrn.-:-' .. _;,.t"Tt•tt. llnvi~I Aft1twnl .. .A)h;..rt. 1'.t•rlt\Jh'r. 1-!li7.HlK;th n~ir);1npi~. ·.Jn'nt"t A~-·~~·~, 
· Kay ~111t•r. Mari.:•n· H::ut•lthw. Ct"l•~tt• Cawthra. Martltu.•rite• Tn1•lt•)·. · · 

~tinel row: 1-:"~b·n Put,t'I. Hnrllara Ho:c~. Bt•tty Hurlt•y. Mary Harbrlrn Putnnm. Murtha Je11n 
l'"hrh~ty. ton.,. Grabill.· M~r.cart•l· P••rry. Stf•Ua Mttlnnt". JoSt•phine. Markoff. Marian Hank.:; • 
• Jant- ~·ott. \.";rtrinia \\'nt.-r. ·Ruth Milry Gnml..-r. ·. · · 

Third row: t.,;t"Vr.:~ Kclt.•h, Mary Lunhn• Harri~. Mn\:ith." Ctraf. l••"lttcY Pultt". ChRrlt:•s Crow .... H~o 
l.itf"C"h,•r. l>t•\\'~Y Ottrutt.•. ltt•tty ltlo~Jmt-r. Elt"anor Mt•Coy,. to;lt•u.nnr W~lch. Mar)' A1lt•tnid.­
.lon~. St.·rn.·11 Hillman. 

Fourth row: .lt"annt" .Jm•tl. Nornm (;rt•in~r. Roth l>t'Pr~. Ruth Avt'rill. Martmrt•t Mill~. Harrit>t 
~t~ma, \"ir>irinia !\,·.-rill. Msr)" Wnlt."7.Rk. lktt)· I.yon. Uohhit• Vnn Stf"'t•nlJ\•rJ!t-•n. lo:liz;.tlJt.lh 
Fri..Jrfrll · 

• "Lt: Cl·.-.-k Fra1Kais" ts ;111 organiz:1tio11 ,·omposc.-tl of thoSl· stluknts 
wfi,, hav,· ,·ompl<·tnl 111ll· ~ ,·:ir ,,f F1-.·1Kh, :attainin!! an ;1\'l'ragl' of "B" or 

al-1•H'. 
It was on:;111:1t<·1I in 1929, th<· :11111 ht·ing to promoto:.> intaest in th<" 

F n·n.-!1 1:a nguag<· :11111 1:11!'-t11111s. 
Tlw nw<·tings, which an· lwl1I <"n·n third .\Vnlm·s1l:t) of tlw month, 

art· nlul"at11>ir.tl as wdl ;1s l"l1tlTtai11111!!· Uamt•s, Frl'nch ~ongs, plars, and 
m:1non<"tt<' .;hows ,·n·:1tL· :1 .;11<:iahk :1tm11splwr<·. Sonwtimt·s spkmlid talks 
:tr<· gn<·11 h' n:1tt\<' Fr,·11.-!1 p<·opl<·. ;\ frw of tl1<· llll"tnlwrs han· Fr.:nd1 
.-nrn·s1'1\•11dl'11t-. wh1N' ll'ft.•rs :1d1l to the intl'n·st 11f th<· duh. 

m mn nnHw .1' 

F1ht ~ .. m,·,t1·r 

K\ r?!ERl~F \111.t.EK 

\I \RI\'.'; H \ZFl.l'l:'..:E 

l°FI F<IF l' \\\ l'llR \ 

f> \\'Ill ·\ :\ll:ERt. 

:\1 1:~Rr KF'\lPrFR 

!'\1•, l~'l >R'. 

<>FFICERS 
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• Le Cercle Francais 

••ir:0t ru\\: .1t1n1t-". •!·v~rt.~tl ... lla\:itt i\ti1~·ril.".1\:u;ri. l\t:rit1•t(~~. •!li7.ulM•th T>~\lr)·~nple~ .JRTit!l A'nd~n4~tn. 
kay Millt•r, )1:ori1!"n Ha7.l-ltin .... \.'t'lt'lllt• Cltwthra. Marir1it•rih• Tu11lt•)'," 

~ontl row; E"•elyn Pupt'I. Rttrhitra Ro~~. (lt•tty Hurlt•y, Mary HnrhnrR Putnnm. MurthR Jt"Un 
Chri~ty. lunt' Clrtthill.· M..nrJiCart•t· Pt;•rry. St.-Ua. M11lnn.-, Jo:wi•hine· Markoff. J\htrian Han"'.·"· 
Jant:• ~·ott. \"irJ(inin \Vat>r. Ruth M1t.ry Gnmt~r. 

1'hirrt row: t;.-.>rKt- Ko":oh. Mar)· l~ouhu.• Harri1'-, Maxith.• (;ruf. Pt*1Ct.O' ·ttutt ... ChRrles Crow ... H.-n 
l.ht'l'ht•r. fk.\\t")' OMan .. ·. llt.•Uy' Hlonmt•r, Elt•anor M,·("oy, ft;Jpanor Welch, Mary J\tlt•hcid.­
,,._.n~. ~rr,•tl Hillmnn, 

Fuurth ro"'·: J\9nnnt" Ju.•11. Nornm nrt•int-r. Ruth lk•l'rt>t•, Ruth A\'.-rill, Marttnrt•l Mill!ot. Harri .. t 
Lf"t"htm.a. Vir..cinia An•rill. M11ry Walt•?.nk.. lkott>· l,)'on. Uohhit.• V"n Stt>t•nltt.•rK-=·n. 1t:1i.,,ulwth 
Frh-drlrh. 

• "Ll· Carl.- Franc1is" is an organization rompos...·tl of thus..- stu1lc11t~ 

\\fl,, ha\'l' l·ompll•tnl ollt' ~-...ar 11t' Frt•nrh, attaini1ig an avt•ragl' oi "B" or 
ah11\ l'. 

Ir was uril!111:1tt·.I .in I 929, till' :1im !wing to 1tromok intl·n·st in thl' 
F rntl'h Llll!.!lla!.!l' anti n1~t• 1m.;. 

Tlw ,;w..-tings, whid1 arl' lwlt! 1·\·ar thin! .\\·\·tl1ws1b\· of th1· month, 
an· nhll'ation:d :is wdl as 1·11tl'rtaini11!!. {.;anws, Fn·nrh ~mgs, plays, anil 
m;irio111·tfl' .;hows .-rl'at1· a , ..... ·iahlt- :1tmosplwn·. Sonwtinws sp!l'nd id talks 
:1n· f:lh'll h\' natt\'l' Fr1·nd1 pl'opll'. ,.\ frw nf th1· ntl'llllwrs han· Frrnl'h 
(11IT1'~l"''""l'llt'i wh1N' l1·tt1•rs :11hl to thL' intl'l'l'st of thl· duh. 
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• Sock and Buskin 

t'.•r..i ,:,,., .~~i~uny· Mu•"''"'· 'l\u~· llfr~·r:· n r ;, K11ri><. 'it\l~~::1l \\';i:.i·i~t.\.o'·f1~· ~;ilr .. c .\\' ~li:ill1 l'~ioyt-11,' 
\\.iUqtm Hnk,., H1•t1i' Hnht•t· 

:'.:·,·.-n.J ''\l\\.~ l>r. ~had.::~uu. Huh l.t.•\\i~. ft'rt"tl Huyl011. Ot~'YJCt.• Myt•~. Mi1''4 lln\·if..hur~t. ll.i•:u1. Oyk-
!>tra. ~'b \;ito.....r. :hu1.. H"'n,ltlr.; )tJit:t \'t"t'L - · · . . 

rttird r,.,~ ; f.>ttn ..\ntlt•r:-:1tn
1

, l'aul .\llph•..::\1,•; }(1111 ~lfU,;r .. l:h.'k Pfli·itft·,-. l>..·w~•)' Um.tilt.'. t;t•raM Mieltty, 
l).,n ("11mn.i·n11C~- }o:.twnrd ltaih\01,.f. 

,.uUJUt '"'" Hnrhnra ll.•rmn1• t'arol Hnl1hdn. \'ir~inin Pound. ltttl>t•rta ll,0 \'l'i4'>:', (:nil .lt•nkin~. 
·~·ht1y Yan ~tn.1Jlt .. ·r~t·U, l'hur)oftt• l\1•rtl:1_t1d1•r. lt. .. tty n1t-..1nwr, Vnl1la ~i•rinic. Jt•:tnt•tle 
t 'urn~ti:C)&t•, tltirot h'.\ \ lt•,nuclt•r. 

• T h<· :-\ .. ,k :md B11 ... k111 Cl-uh stan<ls; ;i.; its nanll' impli1· ... for l'\'l'l'Y typ1: 
" ' ,fr:1111:iri·, Wl>rk. \\',. ;!:1tlll'r 1111r i11sp1r:H11111.; from till' :111.-il·nt dramatists 

f (~rn'l't' :1-. '' 1• ,1., 1•11r 11;11111·, 1>11ri11i.: th1· pa-.t ~'l'ar w1· h:1\·1· ·tri1·d to lin: 
'ii' t• tl1<· n:1m.· .ulli i1ll'al.., ,,f th1· Cl uh. \\'" h:n·1· prt·s1·nfr1l -.l'\ l'l'al olll·-act 
pl n ... , :11no11g tlwm \\ t fl' R,·,/ Car11t1tio11.•, p ,,,. 1/i,· / ,o·i'1' of P1·/~\ and So 
II l:.1r. 111 whi.-h ll 11wmlwr.; of tht' duh h:1n· :11 sotlll' ti1111· :tnd 111 snml' 

" .n t.1kcn p:1rt. 
Till' Cluh h"!'l" 1h tlll'l'tlll1!S 1h1· sn·11111! an.I fourth Tl111rs1br of <'\'<'!'\' 

1111111th, on1· hl'i11;.: .1 h11,i111·,s mc:·1i11g an1l till' oth\·r a suppa 11w1·ti;1g, usually 
!d .1 t ntll' ,,f tlw m1·mlwr's h111111·" and :ti whidt w1· 1ir1·s1·111 "0111<· sort of 

.tr.1m n1.- work. 
1'111· S,11.·k .1111! B11,k111 Club 1s a 1·omparatin·h nnv 11rg::1nizatio11 at 

L',·ntr.d hut 111 -.pttt· 11f it, .;hurt lifr tt ha.; hn·oml· \ l'l'\° :Ktin· and ust·ful 

'" rlw "''°''''"' :I'• w1·ll :h t1 > rts nll·.mhn·.;, 
Thi· duh h:1s .;hnwn ir-- :1hilit\ h\ h.:ing: wdl rq1r1·s..·11tnl in thl' St·nior 

P l 1\. tlw Sn1 111r ( l rw- \.-1.;, Pu111\ Cami\ als, and \'a111k\ ill1·s. 
\\.·,. f 1·1·l th:11 th1· s .... ·k :11111 Busk111 Cluh h." hn·onw what it is tmlar 

thr1111~h th1· 11nttr111;.: ..rrorN of '.\!rs .. l\istl1· :111.I wc hop1· to CllT\' 011 the 
11!1· 11, th:.11 sill' h.h "' r for us. 
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CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
1862 

Fact Sheet 

ADDRESS 

Central High School (the present building has been utilfaed since 1912) 
421 Fountain NE 

1976 STUDENT BODY 

2, 003 students, grades 9 - 12 

1976 GRADUATING CLASS 

434 (404 will be walking across the stage) 

1936 GRADUATING CLASS 

209 

SCHOOL NICKNAME 

Rams 

SCHOOL YEAR BOOK 

Helios 

1976 SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS 

Paul Kelly, Class President 
Lisa Wood, Vice President 
Barbara Ward, Recording Secretary 
Carol Faas se, Corresponding Secretary 
Noreen Palumbo, Treasurer 
Debra Lynn Smith, Girl Advisor 
Jerry Bostelaar, Boy Advisor 

CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 

Wesley Perrin, Principal 
James Edwards, Assistant Principal 
John Kirchgessner, Assistant Principal 
Earl Mandeville, Assistant Principal 
Jan Treur, Senior Class Advisor 



Central High School Fact Sheet - 2 -

GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Dr. Phillip E. Runkel, Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. John Dow, Deputy Superintendent of Schools 

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES 

Some of the notable graduates of Central High School during its 114 year 
history include the following: 

Mrs. Betty Ford (nee: Betty Bloomer) 
the late Artuhur H. Vandenberg - United States Senator 
Constance Rourke - American Biographer 
Houston McBain - President of Marshall Field Company 
John B. Martin - former Republican National Committeeman & 

former head of the President's Council on Aging 
Arnold Gingrich - founder and Editor of Esquire Magazine 
Willoughby Bouton - Concert Pianist 
Seymour Beach Conger - Foreign Correspondent 
Paul Goebel - former Mayor of Grand Rapids & 

former member of the University of Michigan Board of Regents 
the late Roger B. Chaffee - astronaut 
Clarence Ellis - All-American Football Notre Dame 
Terry Baar - All-American Football University of Michigan 



The following is the copy that is on the Distinguished Alumnae 
Award that is being presented to Mrs. Ford: 

Distinguished Alumnae Award 
Central High School 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 
June 7, 1976 

The first alumnae award is presented with honor to First Lady 
Betty Ford. 

Possessing the attributes of candor, character and courage evident 
in her position in the White House, she exemplifies the class motto 
of 1936: To Thine Own Self Be True. 

)
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•cLARA llEN<;HINI\. 
Photo Committee (4): Class Typist. 

i\lilJ11ess r1•er "ttmJs thy 1011g11e. 

t'. 

~ J 
·.~ 
, 1. 

'" 

01.LIEHAE BILBY 
Sr. Or<hestra (I, 2, 3, 4); lnterhigh (I, 2, 3); 
Domecon (I, 2 3, 4), Vice Presidont (3), Presi­
dent (4); G. A. A. (I, 2, 3, 4), Vice Presirient 
(3), Pre~idrnt (4); Aiona Vice President (4); 
Penny Carnival (1,2, 3); Operetta (2): Senior 
One Act•; Sonier Play ; Vodvil (I, 2, 4); Sock 
lie Buskin (4); Deltathcnian (4); Monitor (l). 

As "" aclress, co11fesuJ 11•itho111 rfral lo s/Ji11e. 

MARY KATHHYN BLACKLOCK 

·~. 

~ · 

I' 

. . 

Jr. Girls' Glee Club (I) : Sr. Girls' Glee Club 
(Z, 4). Pres. (4); Girls' Basketball Team (2, 3, 
4), MKr. (Jl: Girls' Hockey Team (2, 3, 4); Mgr. 
(2); Meet Mgr. (4); Vodvil (4); G. A. A. (2, 3, 
4); Current Events Club (4); R. 0. T. C. Spon­
aor (4); Bars and Chevrons (4); J . Honor So· 
ciety (I) : Vic< Pres. Sr. Class; Co-chairm~n 
Ticket Committee for Sr. Play; Advisory Hoard 
Sr. Class; Monitor (I, 2, 3. 4); Sr. Booster 
Club (4) ; Jr. Booster Club ( 4 \, Vice Pres. (4), 
Const. Com. ; Indoor (2, 3); Volley Ball (4). 

If,, smilt allracls us ""· 

!:LIZABETH ANNE BLOOMER 
Vaudeville (I, 2, 3, 4); Sock and Buskin (3, 4), 
Treasurer (3); French Club (3); Helios Ad Staff 
(3); Entertainment Committee, Senior Class; 
Monitor (2, 3) . 

Come trip it ligbt/y "s yo11 go 011 1/u light 
/1111/aslir lo<'. 

ELEANOR WINIFRED BOGERT 

Orchestra (I, 2, 3, 4); A Cappella Choir (I, 2, 
3, 4); Inter-Hi Symphony Orchestra (2, 3, 4); 
Yodvil (3, 4);. Penny Carnival (2, 3); Bioloity 
Club (3, 4); Operetta (2); Nativity (4); Motto 
Committee (4); Monitor (2, 3); Event .t Com­
ment Staff (3, 4), 

M11sir ""'" ch"rms. 

MADELYN JEAN BOGERT 

(Camp Fire Girls (I, 2); Monitor (2); Girls' 
Glee Club (2. 3) ; A Cappella Choir ( 4); Penny 
Carnival (2, 3). 

In virtue rich. 

JOSEPH JAY BOSS 
Roys' Glee Club (I); A Cappella Choir (2, 3) : 
Football, 2nd (2, 3); Football, 1st (4); Basket· 

•, ball (2); Track (4); Golf (2, 3); lniramurols (I, 
2, 3, 4); Junior Natio nal Honor Society (I); 
Trrasurer (I); National Honor Society (3, 4 ). 
President (4); Student Cou nci l (2, 3); Head 
Auditorium Usher: Ticket Cha irman for One~ 
Acts; Ticket Committee for Senior Play; Boy 
Advi1or (4) ; Senior Advisory Board (4); Moni­
tor (2); Captain (3); Penny Carnival (2, 3). 

't 
' 

T/,, #1i11g D111chma11 o/ tbe C/11ss of '36. 

ROBEHT BOUHNF. 

(Monitor (3); One Acts (4); Baseball (3). 

Glad11ess is tbe be"rt of 111""· 

FRF.D M. BOYLON 
Electrician, One Acts (2, 3, 4); Electrician, Na­
tivity (2, 3, 4); Electrician, Vodvil (2. 3, 4); 
Electrician, Senior Play (2, 3, 4): Head Electri­
cian (4); Monitor (2, 3): Auditorium Usher ( 4); 
Penny Carnival (2, 3): Deltathenian Club (2, 3, 

,' 
4), Treasurer (3); Sock and Buskin Club (3, 4 ) , 
Pruident (4); Student Council (3, 4): Memorial 
Day Exercises (3); "Red Carnations" (3); Oper-
ttta (2). 

Si.,011 ugru at th" switches. 

GOHDON BREEN 
Hi-Y (3, 4); Track (3); State Crew (4); Monitor 
(2); lntramurals (2, 3): Helios Re1ire .. ntative 
(I); Penny Carnival (3); Biology Club (3). 

II" smill'ti dS 111<'11 smi/.,, 

Pact Twenty-three 



AREA CODE 313 PHONE 222-6400 • DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48231 

Mrs. Betty Ford 
The White House 

JOHN S. KNIGHT, Editorial Chairman 
LEE HILLS, President-Publisher 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Ford: 

April 27, 1976 

I Would it be possible to arrange a Free Press interview with you 
the weekend you are home in Grand Rapids for the Central High 
commencement? 

As a reporter for the women's section, what I have in mind is a 
personality feature, ala hometown-girl-makes-good, your views on 
life from the perspective of growing up in a small Midwest city, 
and leaving that for the East, your views as a woman who seems 
quite successful in creating her own life after the children have 
grown. 

I can meet you in Grand Rapids at the time and place of ~o~r 
convenience. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Sheila Weidenfeld 

' . 



J. Serrin 

~d~oit 4ttt ll)~ess 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48231 

Bicentennial Want .Ads 

1'1 ,. 
Only in the Free Press 

.... _ - ... 

Mrs. Betty Ford 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 
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AREA CODE 313 PHONE 222-6400 • DETROIT, MICHIGAN 46231 

JOHNS. KNIGHT, Editorial Chairman 
LEE HILLS, President-Publisher 

Sheila Weidenfeld 
Press Office 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Weidenfeld: 

April 27, 1976 

Kay Pullen has told me there is a backlog of about a year on 
requests for interviews with Mrs. Ford, but I thought I would 
try anyway, since she is going to be in Grand Rapids. 

As you may recall, one of our reporters has an interview set 
with her last summer at Mackinac Island, so I assume that means 
Mrs. Ford is agreeable ia principle to the interview. 

Any help you can give would be appreciated. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

... 



AREA CODE 313 PHONE 222-6400 • DETROIT, MICHIGAN 49231 

Mrs. Betty Ford 
The White House 

JOHN S. KNIGHT, Editorial Chairman 
LEE HILLS, President-Publisher 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear ""Mrs. Ford: 

April 27, 1976 

would it be possible to arrange a Free Press interview with yo~ 
the weekend you are home in Grand Rapids for the Central High 
commencement? 

As a reporter for the women's section, what I have in mind is a 
personality feature, ala hometown-girl-makes-good, your views on 
life from the perspective of growing up in a small Midwest city, 
and leaving that for the East, your views as a woman who seems 
quite successful in creating her own life after the children have 
grown. 

I can meet you in Grand Rapids at the time and place of your 
convt~nience. 

S 1 n c er,_ 1 y • 

cc: Sheila Weidenfeld 
t r 

J" I • 

. . 

f, 



AREA CODE 313 PHONE 222-6400 • DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48231 

JOHN S. KNIGHT, Editorial Chairman 
LEE HILLS, President·Publisher 

Dear Mrs. Pullen: 

February 24, 1976. 

Enclosed is the list of questions we are asking the candidates' 
wives for a Sunday feature in the Detroit Free Press, and the 
Knight newspapers. 

I appreciate the time problems Mrs. Ford has. She may feel free 
to answer the questions either in writing or by telephoning me 
(313-222-6611 during the day; 313-921-6317 in the evenings) at 
her convenience. 

We would hope to have the answers in about two weeks. 

Thank you for your help. 

(' fl (' 

·. r/~'S.\ ~A)~ 
Judi~J Serrin 

--....... ~·----· 
P.S. I realize that Mrs. Ford has answered the abortion and the 

ERA question many times in public; I included them mainly because 
I wanted everyone's list to be the same. 

. ......... 



AREA CODE 313 PHONE 222-6400 • DETROIT, MICHIGAN 49231 

JOHN S. KNIGHT, Editorial Chairman 
LEE HILLS, President-Publisher 

WHY SHOULD I VOTE FOR YOUR HUSBAND? 

IF YOU WERE FIRST LADY FOR ANOTHER FOUR YEARS, WOULD YOU ALTER 
YOUR AREAS OF INFLUENCE ANY? 

WHAT IS YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO YOUR HUSBAND'S CAMPAIGN? 

HOW IS THE ROLE OF POLITICIAN'S WIFE CHANGING? 

DO YOU EVER WISH YOU WERE THE CANDIDATE? 

HAVE THE CHANGES IN ATTITUDES OF AND ABOUT WOMEN MADE ANY DIFFERENCE 
IN YOUR LIFE, OR HAVE THEY BEEN IRRELEVANT TO YOU? 

DO YOU SUPPORT PASSAGE OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT? WHY? 

WHAT DO YOU FEEL SHOULD BE THE NATIONAL POLICY ON ABORTION? 

WHAT CAN GOVERNMENT DO TO IMPROVE FAMILY LIFE IN AMERICA? 

WHY DO YOU THINK PEOPLE CARE ABOUT WHAT CANDIDATES' WIVES SAY? 



POSSIBLE QUESTIONS 

1. How do you feel about campaigning? 

2. Do you think your campaigning has~influence){ on your husband's 
chances? 

3. Do you influence your husband's policies? 

4. What do you think the role of a poltical wife should be? 

5. How has campaigning influenced your children's lives? 

H. 

j 

. . 



SHEILA: 

Obviously we are going to be K inundated with requests 

for interviews with Mrs. Ford as one of the candidates 

wives. I suggest we draft a series of questionsand answers 

llllB or put together a series of quotes from BF on major 

topics. We obviously are not going to be able to come close 

to giving individual responses or interviews. 

I do think we should do the United Features request, 

because it might blunt the number of requests. Also these 

types of features get big play in xaKllll xmai'.e smaller 

newspapers. 

WHAT THINK? 

Kaye 

HXKX P/S The attached two lists of questions were sent in 

after I explained you were on the road and I didn't know 

whether we would or would not be able to answer their 

individual questions. I had them sent to my attention to 

see they didn't k get lost • 

. . 



The News and Observer .6. THE RALEIGH TIMES 
MOANING AND SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

SERVING EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA ANO THE RESEARCH TRIANGLE 
COVERING THE CAPITAL AREA --------~ 

215 SOUTH McDOWELL STREET • RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27602 • TEL. 919 I 821-1234 

Kay Pullen 
White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ms. Pullen: 

February 25, 1976 

As we discussed today, I am enclosing a list of questions 
for Mrs. Ford to answer in order to gather information 
for The News and Observer's full-page feature story 
profiling the wives of all presidential candidates who 
have entered the state's March 23 primary. 

We have conducted personal or telephone interviews with 
the wives of other candidates and are anxious to get 
a personal word from the first lady. The News and Observer 
is a regional newspaper covering eastern North Carolina 
with a circulation of 152,000. 

My final deadline is March 12 and I would appreciate 
a response as soon as possible. 

I would also like to thank both you and Mrs. Ford for 
your cooueration . 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie B. Stallings 
Staff Writer 

Enclosure 



,, 

The News and Observer ..A. THE RALEIGH TIMES 
MORNING ANO SUNDAY 

.;RYl...10 EASTERN HORTH CAROLINA AND THE RESEARCH TRIANGLE 
AFTERNOON 

COVERING THE CAPITAL AREA 

._,.....~ 

215 SOUTH McDOWELL STREET • RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27602 • TEL. 9191821-1234 

1. How have you seen the role or first lady change in 
the 26 years that you've been a political wife in 
Washington, D. C.? 

2. Since you've been first lady, you've made that 
position much more visible and have used it to 
advocate certain positions. Was this intentional 
or is the American public just seeing the personality 
and feelings that have always belonged to Betty Ford? 

3. Have you ever been at a loss for words in your role 
as first lady? If so, what were the circumstances 
bf that occasion? 

4. What's the question most frequently posed to you 
during interviews? 

5. You don't seem to mind the publicity that accompanies 
your every move. Is this real ly the case? What 
questions asked by reporters annoy you the most 
and what subjects do you refuse to discuss? 

6. Do you ever get up in the morning and wish you could 
go back to bed for an extra hour or two of sleep 
and not have to worry about dressing up and 
meeting a day-long list of appointments. If so, 
what do you do to overcome these feelings? What 
gives you a quick energy pick-up while campaigning 
or at the White House? 

7. How do each of your four children feel about your 
husband's being President. What was their reaction 
to his decision to seek election in '76 and the 
resulting pressures of campaigning? 

8 . What pressures haa the White House placed on your 
family? 

9. What's the biggest honor you've ever received? 

10. If you had it to do over again, would you change 
or rephrase any of the answers that you gave in 
your much-nublicized "60 Mi nutes" interview? 
If so, which ones and how? 

11. Were you surprised at the reaction, both pro and con, 
generated by that interview? 
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u WE ARE DOING A SERIES OF SYNDICATED STORIES ON THE WIVES OF THE 
13 PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES AND WANT TO INCLUDE MRS FORD IN THE 
14 
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COLLECTION BEING SENT TO 105 PAPERS VIA UNITED FEATURES SYNDICATE. 
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31st Annual Lions Club Fish Frt 

You will be presen~ three trophies: the Sweepstake Trophy for the 
best Float; Sweepstake Trophy for the best Band; and the Host Band 
Trophy. There is a host band annually. 

The winners will not be selected until the day you present them. 

20 cities 
20 bands 
21 floats 
Committee of judges are members of the Lions Club 
expect 10,000 people 
expect to raise$30,000 (people buy fish) 
this is a three day event and very important to the people of the 

community 
proceeds go to Costa Mesa which gives it to numerous and various 

charities such as: boy scouts, girl scouts, boys clubs, etc. 
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