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WOMEN'S WEAR DAILY, FRIDAY, APRIL 4,1
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Missy Chandler; Margaret Perefru: Lis "‘amillm‘ A:me ]ohmou, Helen Wolford; Cale Hayman,- Na!alue WomL

Be!ty Ford; Dorothy Chandter e i

X
FORD PHILOSOPHY: The Academy AWards fans! bleachers greeted
Betty Ford outside Los Angeles’ Musle Center Wednesday,: prompting
ane of the Blue Ribbon 400 luncheon hostesses to remark, “1t’ 's t00 bad

she has to see it this way.” But Dorothy Chandler defended — {“This is a
ey nliass and thinee mtiet oo on ac ueusl”’ —— and led har susst of honor

but seem disturbed by questions on Vletnam. “it's a tragic situation. I've
thought hbout adopting some of the children, but I'm afraid it wouldn’t
go over too well with the President. He has four now, you know, and he
figures that’s enough.” She admitted the Palm Springs vacation had pro-
ided a cood rect: “I'm not a oolf freak <o I've heen relaxing. which is
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Careyasbestmanc<

“Give all the orders you can now. It’s
the last day you'll be able to,” was best
man Hugh Carey’s mandate for his eld-
estson Christopher before the 27-year-
old assistant banquet manager at the
Waldorf-Astoria married education
major Bonnie Bresler Blum, 25, at a
Queens ceremony. The New York gov-
ernor, father of 12 and a widower, is
eminently eligible himself but demurs,
pleading, “I'm too busy with the state
budget. | couldn’t handle a family
budget, too.”

Jorgensen’s snow fun>

Like any government leader, Danish
Prime Minister Anker Jorgensen
craves a close look at his nation’s
natural resources. Strong-armed wife
Ingrid was only too happy to oblige dur-
ing an Easter weekend sojourn to the
Jorgensens’ retreat north of Copenha-
gen. Smack in the middle of a snowball
fight, she gave the 52-year-old Social
Democrat a bull’'s-eye view of one
product Denmark possesses in abun-
dance.

SHILMOdIHOLONA

WIDE WORLD

Betty’s birthday <

Cakes and champagne were Air Force
One’s fare as President Ford and aides
returned to Washington from Palm
Springs, for next day was Betty Ford's""
57th birthday. The First Lady, who had
journeyed to California on doctor’s
orders to bake out some of her winter
weariness, still looked a bit gaunt and
peaked. Nevertheless, she smilingly re-
minded her husband and her son Jack,
23, that she alone would decide how
many candles would go on the cake.

UP=-856
(THE FORDS® VACATION)

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD SAID TODAY HE AND HIS WIFE,
BETTY, INTEND TC GO TC CALIFORNIA FOR THE EASTER HOLIDAYS, BUT THE
OTHER MEMBERS OF THEIR FAMILY WILL BE GOING THEIR SEPARATE WAYS.

THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD WILL SPEND THEIR VACATION FROM MARCH
29 TO APRIL 7 IN PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. THE PRESIDENT WILL MAKE SIDE
TRIPS TO SAN DIEGO AND THE NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE AT ELK HILLS,
CAL%géD ALSO WILL ADDRESS THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BROADCASTERS
MEETING IN LAS VEGAS, NEV., ON HIS wAY BACK TO WASHINGTON APRIL 7.

THE PRESIDENT SAID HIS CHILDREN WILL SPEND EASTER ELSEWHERE. HIS
SON, MIKE, 24, AND MIKE'S WIFE, GAYLE, WILL BE IN MASSACHUSETTS WHERE
MIKE IS A SEMINARY STUDENT. JACK, 22, WILL BE AT UTAH STATE
WIVERSITY; STEVE, 18, WILL BE IN WYOMING, AND SUSAN, 17, WILL BE IN
WA826§2503£LL BE TAKING HER SPRING VACATION EARLIER. SHE LEAVES MARCH
20 FOR A SKIING TRIP TO VAIL, COLO.

UPI 23-11 ©81:03 PE)
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BETTY 3=30 !
PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. CUPI) =- BETTY FORD, WHO HAS BEEN SUFFERING
L TELY FROM AN ARTHRITIC AILMENT, STEPPED OFF AIR FORCE ONE snrunnnv
WEARING A NECK BRACE CONCEALED BENEATH A SCARF.
THE_NATIONS FIRST LADY TOLD REPORTERS, HOWEVER, THAT SHE FEELS

" WEL . "I REALLY DO,” SHE SAID, "I FEEL FINE." MRS. FORD HAS BEEN
SUFFERING FROM ARTHRITIS IN THE NECK AND BACK.

PRESIDENT AND MRS. FORD ARRIVED TO SPEND A WEEK-LONG VACATION
BEGINNING WITH EASTER, HOLIDAY =~ FOR WHICH MRS, FORD CHOSE NO
SP CIAL OUTFIT, f

"ITS NOT IMPORTANT WHAT I WEAR,” MRS, FORD COMMENTED. *EASTER |
ITSELF IS WHATS IMPORTANT.” =

THE FORDS PLANNED TO ATTEND EASTER SERVICES AT ST. MARGARETS
EP SCOPAL CATHEDRAL, A 10-MINUTE DRIVE FROM A PRIVAIE HOHE IN HNICH
THEY ARE STAYING AT A COST OF $100 A DAY.

THE RESORT-STYLED RESIDENCE, COMPLETE WITH THREE SWIMMING POOLS,
IS OWNED BY FRED WILSON, AN INSURANCE EXECUTIVE AND CLOSE FR%END OF
THE FORDS, ITS LOCATED IN EXCLUSIVE THUNDERBIRD HEIGHIS, JUS
OUTSIDE OF PALM SPRINGS,

MRS, FORD SAID SON JACK, 27, A SENIOR AT UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY,
WOUL VISIT THEM DURING THE HOLIDAY., SUSAN, 17, IS TAKING A SKIING
VACATION AT VAIL, COLO. FOR THE PRESIDENT, PLENTY OF GOLF IS PLANNED,
ALONG AND THE TYPE OF SOCIALIZING FAMILIAR DURING HIS VINTER SKIING
VACATION LAST YEAR IN COLORADO. .

UPI 03-30 07830 AED
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D-6 EVENING TRIBUNE San Diego, Tuesday, April 29, 1975

ART ARENA
Asian galleries ready
opening by First Lady

By JAN JENNINGS gree from UCLA and his
TRIBUNE Art Writer master's degree from Co-
Preparation is in prog- lumbia University. He holds
ress for the annual meeting another graduate degree,
and President’s Reception eonal to 3 doctoraie from




Mrs. Richard E. Senn of
La Jolla has been elected
chairman of the Asian Arts
Committee of the Fine Arts
Society of San Diego.

She will serve a one-year
term beginning this month.

Mrs. Senn also serves as
chairman of decorations for
the 50th annual meeting,
reception and dinner of the
Fine Arts Soceity. At the
'May 20 dinner, First Lady
Betty Ford will officiate at
the ribbon-cutting opening
the newly installed Asian
Galleries.

The Asian Arts Com-
mittee, though formally
organized in 1948, was in

LA JoLLA Ligyr

Page - 2¢ Thursday, May 1, 975

Mrs. Senn to head Asian arts

~ Mrs. Richard Senn

existence
before.

It was established to aid
the Fine Arts Gallery in the

some years

1 the

field of Asian art, making
purchases for the gallery
subject to final approval of
Gallery's Art
Acquisition Committee,
helping to  arrange
exhibitions and sponsoring
lectures and educational

programs.



DECORATIONS FOR A FIRST LADY — Mrs. Earl Cross,
Wilfred Matheson and Mrs. Donald Gaw prepared center-
pieces to be used during the 50th anniversary celebration for
the Fine Arts Gallery in La Jolla Tuesday when Betty Ford

appeared as a special guest. The women are members of

4

Ikebana. San Diego chapter, and live in Poway and Rancho

Bernardo.

Bill Dennis Photo.

Ikebana Decorates
Tables For Mrs. Ford

Members of Ikebana Inter-
national were in charge of
table decorations at the 50th
anniversary dinner of the
Fine Arts Gallery in La Jolla
Tuesday. attended by First
Ladv Betty Ford

Mrs. Ford was a special
guest for the event which in-
cluded a ribbon-cutting
ceremony opening the Asian
Art Gallery

Area residents who are
members of the San Diego
chapter of Tkebana are Mrs.
Earl Cross and Mrs. Donald
G:aw of the StoneRidge area
of Poway. and Mrs. Edison

Albright. Mrs. Louis
GGeorge. Mrs  Fred Gray
Mrs Gordon Pearson and

Wilfred Matheson. of
Rancho Bernardo.

Mrs. Robert Storjohamm
of Poway. business ad-
ministrator of the gallery
said 45 members par-
ticipated in the event since
each of the 35 arrangements
were made individually. The
materials used were from
the park and many of the
member's gardens.

At the gallery's entrance
and on the stage of the
Copley Auditorium were
four six-foot arrangements
using King Protea and cha
treuse Pin Cushions. a rare
flower from Hward Asper's
Green Valley Nursery in
Escondido
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Stiaff Photo by Dan Rios

FIRST LADY BETTY FORD WITH HENRY GARDINER

' Betty Ford stays




Staft Photo by Dan Rios

FIRST LADY BETTY FORD WITH HENRY GARDINER

' Betty Ford stays

busy on SD tour

By KATHLYN RUSSELL
T-A Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO — First Lady Betty
Ford petted an aardvark and said that
che watches telaevicion during a vicit to

had everyone craning necks eagerly
towards the door.

When she did arrive, looking.elegant
and happy. Mrs. Ford made a short
speech saying how pleased she was to
he at the gallerv ““It’e 2 thing with
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| First Lady To Visit
| For. GalleryEvent
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atameeth:gcalledfollow ¥
%ing word from the White

& House early yesterday af-
% terndon that Mrs. Ford
wouldbeabletobehere

% Nes: meetmg
¢ She ) ,Offl- * gind the exhibﬂion of Ja
:,,clalryopenlngthenewgal nesescteensandcostumé?
% leries, after dinner. to be on- display that eve-w
: Invitaﬂonswgllldggfin;qt:nle ning
¢ mail at the Pril  Mis. Ford celebrated her &
2 Mrs. Oatman added. - 57th birthday yesterday:g :
¢ Mrs. John D. McCausland  white House dinner party,” 4
; has been named chairman  poyrteen friends were in- }‘
gof the event. An Asian yyed tg the buffet dinner in &
% decor will complement the ne family quarters of the
;. newly arranged galleries wnite House.
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The format is being perfected for the

Fine Arts Society’s tripleheader S0th annij-
meetin,
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Ms Patti Matson,Assistant Press Secretary
To Mrs. Gerald Ford
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from Peking that Chinese sources consider Chiang Ching-Kuo
rather pro-Moscow, in contrast to the rigid anti-Soviet
stance of his late father.
(i k. ® ok

Soyuz Mission Aborted, Cosmonauts Well

Moscow--The Soviet Union announced early Monday that a
Soyuz manned space shot aborted automatically soon after
launching Saturday and the craft returned safely to earth.

The Tass News Agency said the two cosmonauts aboard the
craft were recovered and are feeling well. (UPI)

® * %
FROM SUNDAY PAPERS AND TV

PRESIDENT

Cooper Rollow, President Ford spins football
Chicago Tribune yvarn on himself

Efforts are underway to get President Ford into Chicago
next Aug. 1 to address the Football Writers Association of
America and attend the College All-Star game. It should
not be too tough a decision for the President. First, the
exposure obviously would be politically expedient. Secondly,
he loves football anyway. So perhaps on the first day of
August, he will take the rostrum at the Bismarck Hotel, and
maybe he will even start out with a little joke as he did at
the 1974 Hall of Fame dinner in New York. "...there was a
dinner when I was introduced by a former teammate: from my old
Michigan football team," Ford said that evening. "And I'll
never forget that introduction. He said, 'Ladies and Gentlemen,
it might interest you to know that I played football with
Jerry Ford for two years--and it made a lasting impression
on me. I was quarterback. Jerry Ford was the center. And
you might say, it gave me a completely different view of the
President.'"

NBC Network News President Ford Greets
WTOP-TV Orphans

NBC Network News and WTOP-TV each gave one-minute-plus
stories with film of President Ford meeting a Pan Am 747
carrying 300 Vietnamese orphans at San Francisco's airport.



s

11

NBC reported that doctors said 31 of the children were almost
dead, suffering from shock and dehydration. Some have
chicken pox, so Mrs. Ford--left exceptionally wvulnerable to
children's diseases by chemotherapy treatments--was kept
separated from the children.

President Ford spent five minutes aboard the plane then
carried two children to a waiting ambulance (on film).

Ford Job Rating

ABC's Reasoner Report aired the results of a poll
commissioned from Lieberman Research, Inc., which interviewed
by telephone 600 people in 12 cities and towns about President
Ford's performance.

Asked how they would rate the job President Ford is doing,
35 per cent of those polled rated it excellent or good and
61 per cent rated it fair or poor.

On the question of preference for Ford or Vice President
Rockefeller, 50 per cent said they would rather have Ford as
President, 20 per cent said they preferred Rockefeller and
24 per cent wanted neither.

Asked, "Are you as proud of being American as you used
to be?" 43 per cent said they were as proud as ever, and 54
per cent said they were not as proud.

Asked, "Do people in this country care as much about
helping each other as they used to?" 35 per cent said yes, and
62 per cent said people do not care as much as they used to.

To the question of whether people have as much energy
as they used to, the response was a little more positive than

" that, but not much.

To the guestion, "How do you feel about the future of the
United States," seven of 10 were optimistic and one in four
was pessimistic.
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MRS. FORD HELD A SPECIAL HAND AT CAMP PENDLETON

Mrs. Ford
hopes visit
spurs aid

WASHINGTON (AP) — First Lady
Betty Ford says she hopes her, visit to
Vietnamese refugees at Camp
Pendleton, Calif., will help inspire
more American familes to sponsor im-
migrants still waiting for new homes

Mrs. Ford toured a tent camp at the
sprawling Pacific Marine base
Wednesday, bringing assurances ol
this country's sympathy and warm
welcome to the war victims.

Standing in the center of a basket-
ball court in a recreation area ringed
by refugees, Mrs. Ford said

“My husband, my children and I
have suffered with you — what you
have had to go through. And I only
hope that we can give you some help
and inspiration and some sunshine in
vour life.”

Mrs. Ford came to the camp with
one question to ask the officials in
charge: ‘‘Why is it taking so long in
processing”?"’

They told her Vietnamese families

i““m',mCont. On Page A4, Col. 2
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An Amenmwomap ﬁcprtgng‘South Vietnamose children’ signallng that theré..was
room tor more in the van takjng them to Saigon airp_ I yesterday for flight to the U.S.




Mrs Ford ls

Assecisted Prese i
: Los ANGELES, April 3 —
FirstLudyBettyFordsmshe
is so touched by the plight of
Vietnamese refugee children
fleeing the. armies sweeping
bou:hVnetnamthzshe

through
would like to adopt them,<. ~
Mrs. Ford, in a.brief news

, conference after a

Wsdnesdayatth.unneCen-
tor, said: .
"lbelumrymdouﬂm
it’s tragic and there’s no ques-
tion in my mind that the whole
world is touched by it.""-

The First Lady, vacationing
with her husband in Palm
Springs, flew 10 Los Ange)es
torthchmnhm

sk WS oW

SHE DEFENDED the Presi-

dent for vacationing while
large sections of South Vietnam
are being overrun hy the North

o GVe A oS -

) Deeply Touched
3 By Phght of C h:ld Refugees

Vietnam army. She said it was.
a_*“working’ ’'vacation, but he
“is trying to take a couple of
hours off each day.” :
Asked if the President wasa’t
playing golf while Saigon, figu-
nﬁvely was bumms, she -

: “f happen to know my hus-
band is working very hard on

_ the problem.”

Mrs. Ford said her reaction
on seeing the pictures of the
war was, “I want to -
adopt them.”

She said, I feel these chil-
dren are children that have to
be given the opportunity to
grow like the rest of us.”

> = 3

SHE ADDED, however, she
had not talked to her husband
about. adopting a Vieimamese-
child. 4 7

“I don’t think it would go too

» | well,” she said. Mrs. Ford had
. lunch with the Music Center
Blue Ribbon 400 women’s

‘group, an organization of social

1 and civic jeaders who- were in-.

stramental in founding and

§ 'mlintnmmg the Los Angeles

Hu. Ford returned to Palm
Spr!ngs after the luncheon.
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F 1rst Ladyﬁ_f;f’akes a*Hohday Break

_ low prom i b alow ‘at nearby - Thunderbard‘
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.and Mr. James'F.. LeSage as decorations chair-

Inan, the decor of the Grand Hall will be enchantingly Or-" >
flude Rosalind Ghaols‘classical Chinese dancing.and Jeff

Ehan with his treupe petforming:the Chinese ceremonial
é;, dance. But since this-committee was founded in 1952
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Episcapal

WORSHIPERS — The Pre

Palm Desert. Between them a

‘\Eioceserf San Diego and
x' 2%, g F

t @nd Mrs. Ford-after Easter services in -

re Bishop Robert Wolterstorff, left, of the
-the Rev: John-Dean Harrison.

Times photo by Joe Kennedy
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Fords Reported in Palm Springs
President Ford and the First Lady are in Palm
- Springs, Calif. There is news of their stay. Mrs. Ford
*‘looks good and feels good,” according to her secre-
tary. The Fords have entertained Bob Hope, former
Gov. Ronald Reagan, Eva Gabor, Frank Jameson and
~retired Army football coach Earl (Red) Blaik. Frank

- Jameson? He's married to Eva. President Ford, seat-

- ed in a shopping center, signed a book, “Five Star Re-
cipes From Friends of Mamie and lke,” while Alicy
Faye and Dolores Hope were also signing copies. Miss
Faye is married to Phil Harris, Dolores to Bob. The
beok is being sold for charity. Miss Faye threw her left
arm around the President. Ford kissed Mrs. Hope. His
daughter, Susan, is at the White House where she is
safe. The President heads for San Francisco Friday.

—John
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(FORD)

WASHINGTON (JPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD WAS WORRIED TODAY THAT CONGRESS
MIGHT TAKE OFF ON A 18-DAY EASTER VACATION BEFORE IT PASSES AN INCOME
TAX CUT, A SPOKISMAN SAID.

~IF THE SENATE TAKES ITS VACATION WITHOUT A TAX CUT, THE PRESIDENT
WOULD FIND THAT UNBELIEVABLE,” PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN TOLD
REPORTERS. "THE PRESIDENT IS VERY, VERY CONCERNED IF THEY GO WITHOUT
PASSING THE TAX CUT.

"HE FEELS PEOPLE ARE LOSING THEIR JOBS AND BUSINESSES ARE CUTTING
BACK. HE JUST CAN'T UNDERSTAND WHY CONGRESS WON'T PASS A TAX CUT
QUICKLY WHEN EVERYONE AGREES IT'S NEEDED."

THE HOUSE HAS PASSED A $21.3 BILLION TAX CUT -- ABOUT $5 BILLION
MORE THAN FORD REQUESTED. BUT THE SENATE STILL IS CONSIDERING IT.

BOTH CHAMBERS ARE PREPARING TO LEAVE SOON FOR AN EASTER RECESS,
THE SENATE ON MARCH 21 AND THE HOUSE ON MARCH 27.

NESSEN'S STATEMENT, ECHOING PREVIOUS WHITE HOUSE CLAIMS THAT
CONGRESS IS ACTING TOO SLOWLY ON FORD'S ECONOMIC AND ENERGY PROGRAM,
FOLLOWED A ONE AND ONE-HALF HOUR MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND
HIS TOP ADVISERS TO REVIEW THE STATUS OF HIS PROPOSAL FOR A 1974
INCOME TAX REJATE. :

REFERRING 10 THE 18-DAY HOUSE RECESS IN EARLY FEBRUARY, NESSEN
ADDED, "THEY'WE ALREADY HAD ONE AND NOW THEY ARE ABOUT TO TAKE
ANOTHER ,”

FORD HIMSELF ANNOUNCED EARLIER IN THE DAY DURING A CEREMONY IN THE
OVAL OFFICE THAT HE ALSO PLANS TO TAKE AN EASTER VACATION. HE SAID HE
AND HIS WIFE, BETTY, INTEND TO GO TO PALM SPRINGS, CALIF., MARCH 29,
AND RETURN APRIL 7.

BUT WHEN NESSEN WAS ADVISED BY REPORTERS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD
DISCLOSED PLANS FOR A VACATION, HE REPLIED ONLY THAT THE TRIP "HASN'T
EEEN ANNOUNCED." :

THE MEETING BETWEEN FORD AND HIS ADVISERS APPARENTLY HINGED ON THE
POSSIBLITY OF \ COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE ADMINISTRATION'S PROPOSALS AND
THOSE SET FORT{ BY REP. AL ULLMAN, D-ORE., CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE WAYS
AND MEANS COMMITTEE.
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TAX -CUT (TOPS N6T) s
BY FRANK CORMIER A ST

WASHINGTON C(AP) -- PRESIDENT FORD MIGHT VETO A RECESSION-FIGHTING TAX
CUT EXCEEDING HIS REQUEST AND FORGO AN EASTER HOLIDAY IN ORDER TO
PRESS CONGRESS TO ACT QUICKLY ON A MEASURE TO HIS LIKING, HIS
SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY.

PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN TOLD NEWSMEN FORD ''MIGHT WANT TO VETO'"
A COMPROMISE TAX BILL BEING NEGOTIATED IN A SENATE-HOUSE CONFERENCE
AND ABANDON TENTATIVE PLANS TO FLY SATURDAY TO PALM SPRINGS, CALIF.,
FOR A NINE-DAY VACATION,

ASKED WHY FORD WOULD REMAIN IN WASHINGTON, NESSEN SAID, '"HE WANTS
TO STAY HERE UNTIL A TAX BILL IS PASSED."®

NESSEN SAID HE WAS UNCERTAIN ABOUT THE PARLIAMENTARY SITUATION
INVOLVED IF FORD TRIED TO PRESSURE CONGRESS.INTO REMAINING IN SESSION
NEXT WEEK TO DEAL WITH THE TAX QUESTION.

BUT NESSEN MADE IT CLEAR FORD WOULD WANT CONGRESS TO REMAIN ON THE
JOB, gﬂn FORGO ITS OWN EASTER HOLIDAY IF HE EXERCISES HIS VETO
POWERS.

WHILE SOURCES SAID DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND SOUTHEAST
ASIA WERE ANOTHER FACIOR THAT COULD CAUSE FORD TO CANCEL OR DELAY
HOLIDAY PLANS, NESSEN SAID THE PRESIDENT WAS RECONSIDERING HIS PLANS
"*PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE UNCERTAIN STATUS OF THE TAX CUT BILL.®®

HOUSE SPEAKER CARL ALBERT EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT FORD WOULD RECALL
CONGRESS FROM ITS RECESS.

ALBERT SAID HE WOULD GO AHEAD WITH PLANS FOR A TRIP TO MAINLAND
CHINA, SCHEDULED TO START BY THURSDAY, ON WHICH HOUSE MINORITY LEADER
JOHN J. RHODES ALSO IS BOOKED.

"*THIS IS A PRESIDENTIAL MISSION,'' ALBERT SAID. ''WE ARE SORT OF
LOCKED INIO IT ...

"*1 WOULD BE THE HIGHEST RANKING OFFICIAL TO VISIT THERE SINCE
(FORMER PRESIDENT) NIXON. I HAVE BEEN ASKED REPEATEDLY TO GO. THE
STATE DEPARTMENT ASKED ME TO GO. I'M KIND OF CAUGHT.

*"IF HE SHOULD CALL US INTO SESSION, I GUESS I'D COME BACK.'®

ASKED WHETHER THE HOUSE MIGHT POSTPONE ITS RECESS, SCHEDULED TO
BEGIN AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS WEDNESDAY, IF IT APPEARED THE TAX BILL
COULD BE ENACTED THURSDAY OR FRIDAY, ALBERT QUESTIONED WHETHER THE
HOUSE COULD MUSTER A QUORUM.

“UWE'LL HAVE A LOT OF PEOPLE ON VARIOUS CONTINENTS,'® ALBERT SAID.
83-25-75 133 1BEDT
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~ PALM SPRINGS (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD HOSTED A SMALL PRIVATE DINNER
PARTY LAST NIGHT AT HIS VACATION VILLA IN HONOR. OF FORMER CALIFORNIA
GOV. RONALD REAGAN AND HIS WIFE, et o halae ) e
THE PRESIDENT :AND MRS, FORD MET REAGAN AND HIS WIFE, NANCY, AT THE
ENTRANCE OF THEIR RENTED RESIDENCE. FORD GREETED MRS, REAGAN WITH A
KISS ON THE CHEEK. ASKED IF THEY WERE GOING TO TALK POLITICS, FORD
LAUGHED AND SAID, "WE'RE JUST OLD FRIENDS."
MRS. FORD, WITH A BIG SMILE, CHIMED IN, "WHAT ARE POLITICS?"
--

NE 13

FORD

BY FRANK CORMIER _ '
- PALM SPRINGS, CALIF. (AP) =- PRESIDENT FORD HAS LET IT BE KNOWN

INDIRECTLY THAT HE ATTRIBUTES HANOI'S MILITARY SUCCESSES IN SOUTH
VIETNAM TO ITS VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS ACCORD AND CONGRESS' FAILURE
TO GRANT MORE AID TO SOUTH VIETNAM. 4

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY RON NESSEN TOLD NEWSMEN MONDAY HE WAS
STICKING CLOSE TO WORDS FORD HAD USED WITH HIM IN PRIVATE AS HE SAID:

**I KNOW HE (FORD) FEELS THE PULL BACK OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE

FORCES TO A LINE WHICH PRESIDENT THIEU FEELS IS DEFENSIBLE WAS CAUSED
BY TWO THINGS: ONE, THE VIOLATIONS OF THE PARIS ACCORD BY THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE; AND SECOND, BY THE EFFECT ON THE MORAL OF THE SOUTH
VIETNAMESE OF THE PROSPECT OF NO FURTHER AMERICAN AMMUNITION AND
EQUIPMENT WHICH WOULD ENABLE THEM TO FIGHT FOR THEIR OWN SURVIVAL.'®

NESSEN'S COMMENTS CAME AFTER FORD DECLINED FOR THE THIRD STRAIGHT
DAY TO RESPOND DIRECTLY TO QUESTIONS FROM NEWSMEN ABOUT THE SITUATION

IN VIETNAM. =

DURING AN AIRPORT STOPOVER AT BAKERSFIELD, CALIF., CBS WHITE HOUSE
REPORTER PHIL JONES TRIED TO ASK HIM ABOUT VIETNAM, BUT FORD

INTERRUPTED HIM WITH A LAUGH AND BEGAN JOGGING TOWARD KIS WAITING JET

" *SOME 128 YARDS AWAY.
~ JONES KEPT PACE WITH FORD AND WAS ABLE TO COMPLETE HIS QUESTION, BUT
THE PRESIDENT, WHO WAS GRINNING FROM EAR TO EAR AND SEEMINGLY
ENJOYING THE EXERCISE, CONFINED HIMSELF TO CHALLENGING THE NETWORK
'CORRESPONDENT TO KEEP ABREAST OF HIM,
 AFTER FORD RETURNED TO PALM SPRINGS FROM BAKERSFIELD AND AN
INSPECTION TOUR OF THE ELK HILLS NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVE, NESSEN WAS
'ASKED IF ‘FORD'S TROTTING WAS AN EFFORT TO AVOID TALKING ABOUT VIETNAM.

"*1 WOULD NOT THINK SO,'" HE SAID. ''I THINK YOU KNOW HIM BETTER
THAN THAT.'' j _

A REPORTER THEN NOTED THAT FORD WAS NOT RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS ON
THE SUBJECT WHICH ®’AS YOU CORRECTLY POINT OUT, HE NORMALLY DOES,'’
AND ASKED IF IT MEANT A NEW VIETNAM POLICY STATEMENT WAS IN THE WORKS.

"*I AM NOT AWARE OF ANY STATEMENT ON VIETNAM,'' SAID NESSEN, HE SAID

FORD WILL HOLD A NEWS CONFERENCE IN SAN DIEGO AND ADDED, ''I HARDLY
THINK THAT IS RUNNING AWAY FROM THE ISSUE.''

WHEN ASKED WHY, IN A NEWSMAN'S WORDS, '°THE PRESIDENT RAN AT
BAKERSFIELD AIRPORT,"® NESSEN REPLIED, °'°'I DID NOT SEE WHAT HAS BEEN

DESCRIBED AS RUNNING.''
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MRS, FORD -

“LOS ANGELES (AP) -- FIRST LADY BETTY FORD . SAYS SHE IS S0 TOUCHED BY
THE PLIGHT OF VIETNAMESE REFUGEE CHILDREN FLEEING. THE ARMIES SWEEPING
THROUGH SOUTH VIETNAM THAT SHE WOULD LIKE TO ADOPT THEM,

MRS. FORD, IN A BRIEF NEWS CONFERENCE AFTER A LUNCHEON WEDNESDAY AT
THE MUSIC CENTER, SAID "'"1 FEEL AS EVERYONE DOES THAT IT'S TRAGIC AND
THERE'S NO QUESTION IN MY MIND THAT THE WHOLE WORLD IS TOUCHED BY
I‘r."

THE FIRST LADY, VACATIONING WITH HER HUSBAND IN PALM SPRINGS, FLEW
TO LOS ANGELES FOR THE LUNCHEON,

SHE DEFENDED THE PRESIDENT FOR VACATIONING WHILE LARGE SECTIONS OF
SOUTH VIETNAM ARE BEING OVERRUN BY THE NORTH VIETNAM ARMY. SHE SAID
IT WAS A ""WORKING®'' VACATION, BUT HE ''IS TRYING TO TAKE A COUPLE OF
HOURS OFF EACH DAY.''

ASKED IF THE PRESIDENT WASN'T PLAYING GOLF WHILE SAIGON,
FIGURATIVELY,WAS BURNING, SHE SAID, "'I HAPPEN TO KNOW MY HUSBAND IS
WORKING VERY HARD ON THE PROBLEM,''

MRS. FORD SAID HER REACTION ON SEEING THE PICTURES OF THE WAR
ORPHANS WAS, °"'I WANT TO ADOPT THEM,'®

SHE ADDED, HOWEVER, SHE HAD NOT TALKED TO HER HUSBAND ABOUT ADOPTING
A VIETNAMESE CHILD.

'*1 DON'T THINK IT WOULD GO TOO WELL,'' SHE SAID.
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BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD TOOK OFF HIS SUIT
COAT, DONNED A WHITE HARD HAT AND TOURED THE NAVY'S ELX HILLS OIL
RESERVES MONDAY TO DRAMATIZE HIS FIGHT FOR CONGRESS TO PASS BY MAY
DAY A NATIONAL ENERGY PROGRAM.

"ITS BEEN WONDERFUL,” FORD TOLD NAVY CMDR. R. G. MARTIN AT THE END
OF THE TOUR OF THE RESERVE WHICH IS PUMPING 3,808 BARRELS OF OIL A
DAY. "WE'LL BE BACK WHEN YOU'RE UP TO 409,000 BARRELS A DAY.”

FORD BROKE AWAY FROM HIS EASTER HOLIDAY RESORT AT PALM SPRINGS AND
FLEW TQ ELX HILLS "AS A DEMONSTRATION OF HIS INTEREST IN TAPPING ELK
HILLS FOR A BILLION BARREL RESERVE OF OIL FOR CIVILIANS PLUS 300
MILLION BARRELS FOR THE MILITARY IN CASE OF EMERGENCY,"” PRESS
SECRETARY RON NESSEN SAID.

FORD FLEW AIR FORCE | FROM PALM SPRINGS TO BAKERSFIELD, PAUSED TO
THANK 4,560 CHEERING CAL IFORNIANS, BOARDED A HELICOPTER, AND
EXCHANGED HIS SUIT COAT FOR A WHITE WINDBREAKER AND THE HARD HAT.

HE MADE THE FIRST PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO THE 65-YEAR-OLD,

48,000 -ACRE RESERVE THAT UNTIL NOW HAS BEEN TAPPED ONLY LIGHTLY FOR
NAVY USE.

BRIEFED BY FOUR NAVAL OFFICERS COMMANDING THE FIELDS, FORD ALSO
TOURED A PRODUCTION CENTER, A GAS PROCESSING PLANT AND OIL SHIPPING
FACILITIES,

FORD ASKED TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SURPRISING MARTIN AND HIS MEN.
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