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Martha Grahait
~ Still Splendid at 82

By Anne Marie Welsh
Spedal to The Washington Star

Betty Ford laughed only once last
night while her husband presented mod-
ern dance pioneer Martha Graham with
the Medal of Freedom during a White
House dinner.

_ Solemnly extolling Graham as a ‘‘bril-

faith, a nation can disappear from the
memory of man.”

But Graham, a commanding presence
as she stood by the East Room stage
where she had performed “Frontier’’ for,
President Roosevelt, moved through a
seamless verbal dance from philosophy
to wit to the mystical and back again.

Introducing one of her company solo-




B = : REEDOM
" ASHINGTON (UPI) -- PRESIDENT FORD P§§o§§Tga‘?H§E§§D§L¢%E WILL 10N
LR AR 3 S N f . d , - — -~
gl iAM THURSDAY AND SAID = J.i- : THE
T 23”35§q"?§§§% §§3H%§ELCULTURAL.CHALLENGz GRANT PROGRAY OF
HREE -YEAR GRAS. 50

T HE ARTS. & ek
”4T§323L33¥8°¥EE”§R§33A§ OULD "RAISE THE LEVEL AND BROADEN TFE

3 H ! A.

i i ! PE.
wnen OF THE MARTHA GRAHAM TROUPL.
RETTY FORD, wHO ONCE was A MEMBER €£ION ron THE PROGRAM IN FISCAL

S JOULD REQUEST $12 MI e .
12%12 ziéDﬂ?FL?gngoR FISCAL 1978 AND $2p MILLION FOR FISCA

- ) - - - LUAS T ke LI
Zmacuv“nTnN Pty e PRESTNFNT e ta
NO3D

R
FORD-MARTHA GRAHAM
BY FRANCES LEWINE
WASHINGTON (AP) -- IT WAS MARTHA GRAHAM NIGHT AT THE WHITE HOUSE AS
THE 82-YEAR OLD MOTHER OF MODERN DANCE RECEIVED THE NATION'S HIGHEST
CIVILIAN HONOR, THE MEDAL OF FREEDOM FROM PRESIDENT FORD.

SALUTING HER AS °*'A SUPERSTAR'' OF THE DANCE WORLD, FORD GAVE MISS

GRAHAM THE BLUE AND WHITE SASH THAT GOES WITH THE MEDAL AND BESTOWED
TWO KISSES ON THE FAMOUS DANCER AS WELL.

CALLING IT "'AN OVERWHELMING NIGHT,"' MISS GRAHAM RECEIVED A
STANDING OVATION IN THE STATE DINING ROOM FROM MORE THAN 189 GUESTS,
INCLUDING ARTISTS, PERFORMERS AND PATRONS OF THE ARTS,

FORD, WHO HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE EARLIER THURSDAY EVENING, HONORED A

WOMAN WHO ONCE TAUGHT HIS WIFE, BETTY, TO DANCE.

THE PRESIDENT MADE THE OCCASION A DUAL SALUTE FOR THE ARTS BY
ANNOUNCING HE WOULD SEEK $50 MILLION OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS, FOR
THE CULTURAL CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM THAT CONGRESS AUTHORIZED TO BOOST

FUNDS FOR THE ARTS. IT PROVIDES $1 IN FEDERAL FUNDS FOR EVERY $3 ART
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS CAN RAISE FROM PRIVATE SOURCES,

MISS GRAHAM STARRED BOTH IN RECEIVING THE MEDAL AND DURING AN
AFTER-DINNER PERFORMANCE IN WHICH SHE INTRODUCED AND NARRATED WHILE
THE PRINCIPAL DANCER OF HER COMPANY, JANET EILBER, PERFORMED TWO
SOLGS,. :

**IT'S DIFFICULT TO SPEAK WHEN I'D MUCH RATHER DANCE,'"' MISS GRAHAHM
REMARKED WISTFULLY. AND SHE NOTED °*°*THERE'S NO USE SAYING AGE IS
LOVELY. IT ISN'T. IT'S A BORE.'’
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For immediate release
Friday, October 8, 1976

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford
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President Ford will present the Medal of Freedom to modern dance
pioneer Martha Graham October 14. The Medal of Freedom is the
highest civilian award the President can bestow. The presentation
follow an 7:30 p.m. black tie dinner hosted by the President and
Mrs. Ford in Miss Graham's honor.

After the presentation, Janet Eilber, principal dancer with the
Martha Graham Daunce Company, will perform two solos, "Lamentation"
and "Frontier." Both were choreographed by Miss Graham.

Mrs. Ford has chosen the first performing arts theme to be used in
the decorations. Sculptures of primarily American dancers, both
classical and modern, will highlight the table decorations. The
sculptures, most of them bronzes, will be placed on mirrors and
surrounded by flowers. American flowers, including anemones,
ranunculus, lilies and gardenias, will compliment the Scalamandre
red silk tablecloths. Garlands of greasns and flowers will be
hung on the mantels in the State Dining Room. White mums w1ll
decorate the bases of the ficus trees on the State Floor.

The round tables will be set with Johnson china, the Morgantown
crystal and the Monroe vermeil flatwear.

Joan Peck, New York City designer'and-contributing editor of House
and Garden, will coordinate the decorations. ‘The sculptures are on
loan from the collection of Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Pischl and the New
York Public Library.

The menu: Filet of Pompano Meuniere, Roast Saddle of Lamb, Currant
Sauce, Rice Pilaff, Eggplant Parmesan, Spinach Salad, Brie Cheese,

Hazelnut Ice Cream Bombe, Petits Fours, Demitasse.

Wines: Wente Brothers Sauvignon Blanc; Louis Martini Mountain
Zinfandel; Schramsberg Blanc de Blancs.

# # #
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By Donnie Radcliffe.
And Nina S. Hyde
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-» Proclalmmg her “a . brilliant star

nd a national treasure,” Presxdent
Ford last night bestowed upon 82
ear-old Martha Graham, pioneer of
gnodern 'dance, the nation’s highest
ivilian award, the Medal of Freedom.
:: It was, said the petite octogenarian,
ho was once Betty Ford’s teacher,
@an overwhelmiqg rpoxpent."
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dusuy Then there were actors and

actresses of a certain age such as
Claudette Colbert, Douglas Fairbanks

Jr. and Kitty Carlisle. For the most

since many were from New York and
several serve on the hoard of the
Martha Graham Center of Contem-
porary Dance.

During dinner, the President seemed‘
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p trend-settiﬁg ; 'depa;‘t'-_f
ment stores and the cosmetic in<

_part they seemed to know each other.." :
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& The following were guests at last
Bight's dinner, given by President and
zl‘rs. Ford in honor of Martha Graham.

hicf Justice Warren E. Burger and Mre, Burger,

acrelary of Health, Education and Welfare David
% Mathewe and Ure NMathawe

Martha Graham Center of Contemporary Dance.
Mary Ellen Briggs, guest of Rep. Brademas,

Ethel Butler, instructor, Ethel Buuer Dance Studio, |

Bethesda,

Claudette Colbert, guest of Peter Rogers.

Joan = Kaplan Davidson, former chairman;. Arts
Council of New York,

Martha Hill Davies, Juilliard School 'of Music, New

Guests at Last Night's White Ho

Halston Frowick, designer. member of the Donrd:
R. Buckminster Fullér, inventor, arciitcciy ¢
Martha: Graham Center of Coniemporary
gineer, "author, and Mrs. Fuiler, Philac
Beniamin Garber, St. Maartin, French Anti

John 8. “Dizzy"’ Gillespie; musician, Englewood,
N.Y.

Milton Goldman, head of the theater depariment ai
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Personalities |
John Warner, chairman of the Bi- The voice sounds familiar when the' the National Symphony Orchestra in  know how to preach. Our preacher It was a sell-out in Washington last
centennial Commission, arrived in robot answers the phone at the home a ‘performance of Aaron Copland’s could lift the roof off the church,” the April, so the French Theater Club will

Vienna yesterday andé checked into
the Imperial Hotel. That would not
ordinarily be news, but for the fact
that Elizabeth Taylor is-making a
movie,

That would not ordinarily be news,

of the Sabin Robbins with the auto-
matic answering recorder plugged in
during the family’s absence. Could it
really be David Brinkley, whose wry-

dry delivery matches his observations
dnvte  ATER IS Sial aail e T sl P AR A B

“Lincoln Portrait” at the United Na-- 55-year-old author recalled from the

tions. The 74-year-old contralto willy”rch. .
spesk the, words {0 music & pro- The entertainment couldn’t be more

gram in honor of United Nations Day. ]

honored at a White House dinner next
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Alex Halev. whose best-seller

appropriate when Martha Graham is

be taking its “Tartuffe” on the road to

‘New York City this weekend. The cast

includes Henri Pierre, chief correspon-
dent of Le Monde in Washington, ‘who
drops his byline to play the title role
in the Moliere comedy. Also appear-

Son i vaenntsntin st lir awma- fHhran nealsaamibe:




" THE WASHINGTON POST

America’s grande dame of modern
dance (and, incidentally, Betty Ford's
former teacher), Martha Graham, will

receive the coveted Medal of Freedom
from President Ford at a black tie

-dinner. in her honor Oct. 14 at the

White House.
~ In othér First Family news, Mrs.

[Personalities

raising concert Friday night at Con-

stitution: Hall. :
Joining Leonard DBernstein,
----- b SR
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Rosa-
lynn Carter and others will be com-

Jennings threatened not
although

Last year,
to attend the awards show,
he finally put on a tuxedo and re-
luctantly accepted the male vocalist

Thursday. October 7, 1976
vaie B . B3

Klyce of St. Petersburg, Fla.,, mysti-
fied Little Rock municipal officials by
bequesting $600 of his estate-to the
city to provide chinning bars for its
parks. The city accepted the money.

Elizabeth Ray is busy in Chicazo
preparing for her opening next weck
in “Will ‘Success. Spoil Rock Hunter”
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FORD-MARTHA GRAHAM
BY FRANCES LEWINE

WASHINGTON (AP) =-- IT WAS MARTHA GRAHAM NIGHT AT THE WHITE HOUSE AS
THE 82-YEAR OLD MOTHER OF MODERN DANCE RECEIVED THE NATION'S HIGHEST
CIVILIAN HONOR, THE MEDAL OF FREEDOM FROM PRESIDENT FORD.

SALUTING HER AS °''A SUPERSTAR'®' OF THE DANCE WORLD, FORD GAVE MISS

GRAHAM THE BLUE AND WHITE SASH THAT GOES WITH THE MEDAL AND BESTOWED
TWO KISSES ON THE FAMOUS DANCER AS WELL.

CALLING IT "°'AN OVERWHELMING NIGHT,'' MISS GRAHAM RECEIVED A
STANDING OVATION IN THE STATE DINING ROOM FROM MORE THAN 106 GUESTS,
INCLUDING ARTISTS, PERFORMERS AND PATRONS OF THE ARTS.

FORD, WHO HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE EARLIER THURSDAY EVENING, HONORED A

WOMAN WHO ONCE TAUGHT HIS WIFE, BETTY, TO DANCE.

THE PRESIDENT MADE THE OCCASION A DUAL SALUTE FOR THE ARTS BY
ANNOUNCING HE WOULD SEEK $5@ MILLION OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS, FOR
THE CULTURAL CHALLENGE GRANT PROGRAM THAT CONGRESS AUTHORIZED TO BOOST

FUNDS FOR THE ARTS. IT PROVIDES $1 IN FEDERAL FUNDS FOR EVERY $3 ART
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS CAN RAISE FROM PRIVATE SOURCES.

MISS GRAHAM STARRED BOTH IN RECEIVING THE MEDAL AND DURING AN
AFTER-DINNER PERFORMANCE IN WHICH SHE INTRODUCED AND NARRATED WHILE
THE PRINCIPAL DANCER OF HER COMPANY, JANET EILBER, PERFORMED TwO
SOLOsS.

*"IT'S DIFFICULT TO SPEAK WHEN I'D MUCH RATHER DANCE,'®' MISS GRAHAM

REMARKED WISTFULLY. AND SHE NOTED °*'THERE'S NO USE SAYING AGE IS
LOVELY. IT ISN'T. IT'S A BORE.''
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* “\By ANNA KISSEL.GO Iﬁ,
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct.14 — ‘Martha
Graham, whose" 50-year pioneéring ca- *
reer as a dancer and choreographer has'
made her the foremost figure in Ameri-
can' modern dance, “receivéd the na-
tion’s highest civilian award from

, President Ford tonight.

Mr, Ford presented Miss Graham with
the Medal of Freédom at a_dinner in
her 'honor at the White House. The 82-
year-old iconoclastic artist became the
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DBinner for a Doyen of Dance

RESIDENT AND MRS. GERALD FORD’S
cala dinner-dance at the White House to-
morrow will honor Martha Graham, Betty
Ford’s pet in the world of dance. The President will
present Martha with the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom to add to her collection. It will be a touching
moment, Miss Graham is unique, to put it mildly.
Once again, Mrs. Ford has asked Joan Peck, a for-
mer House and Garden editor, to design and coordinate
the dinner in the State Dining Room. One hundred and
twenty will sit at table and an additional 100 represen-
tatives of every area of the performing arts will pop in
later for the dancing.

Mrs. Ford has chosen pieces of American sculpture
as centerpieces for her tables They will be placed on ;
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Notes on People:

FordSignsGrantof$750,000

InL.S.D.DeathinC.I.A.Test

"+ President Ford has signed a law giv-

ing $750,000 to the family of the late
Frank R. Olson, who leaped to his death
from the Statler-Hilton Hotel here 22

years ago after two agents of the Cen- '

tra} Intelligence Agency laced his drink
with LSD. The police here had called
the death a suicide. Not until 1975,
after the Rockefeller Commission’s re-
port on the C.I.A., did it become known
that the agency had used Mr. Olson, a
43-year-old bacteriologist, as an unwit-
ting guinea pig. .
A month later, Alice Olson, his
widow, and their three grown children
, went to the White House to hear an
apology from President Ford. Yester-
day’s award was $500,000 short of the
. 125 million in the private bill that
had been agreed upon by the Adminis-
tration and Congressional leadership. A
private bill can be blocked by one dis-
sent and Representative John H. Rous-
selot, Republican of California, objected
to the amount. :
In Frederick, Md., however, Mrs.
Olson said the family was satisfied
with the settlement as an “apology” by
the Government “for the deceit and
deception of 22 years,” adding, ‘“I'm
very glad we made the effort to go
public.on this.”
®

At a Waldorf-Astoria dinner last
night for 1,000 guests, Harold S.
Geneen, chairman of the International
Telephone and Telegraph Company, and
Richard Rodgers, the composer, shared
the fifth annual Communications
Awards sponsored by the ICD Rehab-
ilitation and Research Center (formerly
the Institute for the Crippled and Dis-

abled). Diahann Carroll and Richard

Kiley, who co-starred in Mr. Rodger’s
musical “No Strings,” entertained with
a nrecentation of Rodeerg sones con-

at P.S. 41 yesterday and “will be so .

jealous.” -

[ ] t
1t was not specified what elements
of ‘“‘the press” Stavros Niarchos was

talking about bu the 67-year-old Greek.

shipping magnate issued a statement
yesterday concerning “reports circulat-
ing” that linked him with Princess
Maria Gabriela of Savoy. She is: the
36-year-old daughter of Italy’s last
king and the wife of Count Robert de

Balkany of Paris, a Rumanian-born fin-

ancier and real estate developer.

Mr. Niarchos said he had known the
princess for 20 years “and they remain.
excellent friends, as always.” In a pas-
sage -that particularly suggester a
lawyer’s hand, the statement said, *“The
relations between the princess and her
husband do not in any way involve or
concern Mr. Niarchos,” who went on
to say that reeports of a possible mar-
riage between himself and the princess
“are totally without foundation.” It
was recalled that Mr. Niarchos issued a
similar denial shontly before his 1971
marriage to Tina Livanos Onassis

Blandford, who died in 1974, His earlier

wives included. the latee Eugenia

Livanos and Charlotte Ford Forstmann, '

daughter of Henry .Ford;2d. L e

At a White -House dinner tonight
in her honor, Martha Graham will be-
come the first dancer to receive the
Medal of Freedom. President Ford will
present the nation’s highest civilian
award to the 82-year-old pioneer of
American . modern dance, First Lady,
Betty Ford, is a former Graham stud-
ent. ‘Miss Graham will join her dance
company, now in Madrid, early next
week in Paris, The company opens Oct,
23 at the Tzleatre des C'hmlxps Elygees,
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