The original documents are located in Box 48, folder “Women - ""Women's Work""” of the
Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



- Digitized from Box 48 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 2, 1975

Dear Meredith:

In response to your November 7 letter with the questions for Mrs. Ford, the
following answers corresponding to your questions are forwarded to you for
the Bicentennial issue of Women's Work.

l. The need for equal opportunity for everyone is what con-
vinced me to support the ERA, I intend to keep on doing what-~
ever I can for the ERA until it is ratified.

2. I feel it is impossible to put any kind of a price tag on the
work that women do in the home, I think the primary problem
has not been salary, but how the homemaker views herself. We
need to take the 'fjust'® out of ""Just a Housewife.'* Pride, self-
respect and doing the best job possible is the key here,

3., Women are not an insignificant voice in the economic life

of the U.S. They determine how money is spent, which pro-
ducts are successful, ete. etc, It is true that women have not
/had as much of a role in formulating economic policy in the past.
"This, Ithink, is more of a product of woman's past environment
than anything else, Women have not grown up being taught to
feel comfortable in the world of financial or economic matters.

I think this will change as women become more aware of the
importance of expertise in this area and reach for it,

4. I think a woman should aspire to any office she wants and ~
feels qualified for. By the same token, she should feel prepared "\‘
to make the sacrifices that go along with running for office.’ i We ’\}
are never going to have women senators or governors or Vme ' il?,i

Presidents or Presidents if women don't aspire to the offices,

5, It's true that politics can cause problems when it comes

to family life, But I married a very intelligent, active, and
involved man. And, whether his field was politics or not, I suspect
our family would have shared him with his chosen life's field?
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On the subject of a wife's 'fliability,'" I feel stereotypes of the
political wife are changing, and that spouses are starting to be
accepted for whatever they want to do--accept a job or stay at home.

6. I don't like to think in defined, -narrow terms of "'roles'" for:
women in the Bicentennial. I would hope that people everywhere
in our country--male or female--would do some thinking about
how they personally would like to celebrate or contribute to our
country in its 200th year.

In general, I §ee the future for women in our country wide open,
free to go in whatever direction a woman chooses. Our changing
role as women will bring new responsibilities with the rights; but
on the whole, I think the changes will bring a focus on the right

of every woman to choose her own individual lifestyle. And this is
where I feel the emphasis belongs.

Sincerely,

Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld
Press Secretary to Mrs, Ford

Ms. ,Merédith M. Homet
Women's Work

1649 K Street, 4th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006
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/ WIDER OPPORTUNITIES for WOMEN
Editor-Frances Knight Palmer‘i 1649 K Street, 4th Floor
Business Manager-Meredith M. Homet Washington, D.C. 20006

(202) 638-4868

QUESTIONS FOR MRS. FORD

1.

You have become well known as a supporter of the Equal
Rights Amendment. What convinced you to support the amend-
ment? Interpret what happened to ERA in the New York and
New Jersey legislatures. 1In view of its defeat in both
places, do you plan to intensify your campaign in its behalf?

Wider Opportunities for Women is concerned not only with
working women, but we respect the woman who chooses to make
homemaking her career. ‘Do you feel that a salary of $5000+
a year is a fair assessment of a housewife and mother's
worth? How do you feel about social security for housewives?

It is known that women are the major consumers in this
country and yet they have an insignificant voice in the eco-
nomic life of the US. How can their role be enlarged? How
can they move into positions of responsibility? '

What do you think the political realities are for American
women at this time? Do you think women should aspire to the
presidency or stick to running for office on the local level?

Now we'd like to talk about your role as a political wife.
Had your husband not been in politics, what do you think your
life would have been like? Do you feel a professional, work-
ing wife is a liability to her politican husband?

As you know, this interview will appear in our Bicentennial
issue. What do you think the role of American women in the
Bicentennial is -- and how do you see their role developing
in the future? ‘ :
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U WIDER OPPORTUNITIES for WOMEN

Editor-Frances Knight Palmeri 1649 K Street, 4th Floor

Business Manager-Meredith M. Homet Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 638-4868

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Bicentennial issue of WOMEN'S WORK will have an exclusive
interview with Betty Ford, the most prominent advocate of
women's rights.i'The plates for this issue of the magazine
called "from Betsy Ross to Betty Ford," will be presented to
Mrs. Ford at the White House in January.

Also featured -

Interview with Carla A. Hills, Secretary of HUD, on
women in the Cabinet and housing for the single woman

Profiles on American women in history including Olympia
Brown, the first woman minister in America

. Women who work in historical settings such as Williams-
burg, Olde Towne Alexandria and Stratford Hall

. Amelia Bloomer - she started women wearing pants
And for the contemporary woman -

Employment agencies - rip-off or tip-off
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. Women and math e

Resources, The Schlesinger Library in Cambridge
The current November/December issue of WOMEN'S WORK, now selling
on DC newsstands, discusses

. The marriage tax and how much it costs working individuals
to be married

. Women and credit
Role reversal

Starting a day care center
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