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Senate Passes Measure 
For Women's Conference 

objective women have 
sought for years. The Senate yesterday 

passed by voice vote a bill 
to hold a National 
Women's Conference in 
1976 as a part of the 

-Bicentennial year. It 
would be preceded by 

.. state or regional confer· 
ences throughout the na· 
tion. · 

The bill was passed by 
the House on Wednesday, 
by 252-162, and it now goes 
to President Ford for his 
signature. The President 
has indicated he supports 
the c;oncept of the bill, al· 
though he objected to the 
original $10 million price 
tag. Congress cut that fig· 
ure to $5 million and it is 
believed the ?,resident is 
likely to sign the bill • 

. The conference is an 

The measure ·was intro· 
duced in the Senate by 
Sen. Birch Bayh, D-lnd., 
and in the House by Rep. 
Bella Abzug, D-NY . 

The measure directs the 
U. S. Commission on 
·lnternationl Women's 
Year to organize the on· 
ferences. I)_ 

NO'nCE 
Any penons who made check pur· 
chases an Nov. 2• &/« Nov. 251 
1975 at IVANS DISTRIBUTORS 
a. JEWILllS, INC. at Arlington 
Blvd.& Gleb<t Rd., Arlington, Vo. 

PL~SE CALL no.MOS 
AS SOOll AS ..... u 

:_I 
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I Women's en's 
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Coalition io c·o~Hti~~f 
·II-Point Prografu to 

Be Offered C~ndidates 
BY MARLENE CIMONS 

Times SUH Writer 

. WAsHINGTON-With the approach of the 1976 elec­
tions a ooalition of 93 national women's groups is stepping 

• up its campaign for implementation of an 11-point pro­
~ ~ed the U.S. National Women's Agenda, a list of 
pnonties they want adopted by public officials and by 
thooe running for office. 

Representatives from many of µtese organizations gath­
e~ here last week for a rally on the Capitol steps and vi­
sits to members. o~ Congress to deliver copies of the agen­
da. They had onginally hoped to meet with the President 
but their activities took place during Ford's trip to China. ' 

"Two hundred years ago Abigail Adams wrote· to her 
h~~· 'Don't forget the ladies,' and he forgot them," 
said Jill Ruckelshaus, chairperson of the U.S. Conunhmon 
on International Women's Year. speaking to about 200 
people ~ _Tuesday. o!1 ~e east side of the Capitol "We 
are not m the Constitution and we won't be Until the 
Equal Rights Amendment.becomes part of it." 

She ~~ her gaz.e ·towcird the gray marble Supreme 
Court building across the street. "I look at that building 
and see the words, 'F.qual justice under the law,' and I 
ask, for whom?" she said. 

"W.e ~t let up 'until the last item on this age~a has 
been· realized. n • 

~ agenda, prepared by an alliance of ~te sntUP6 
with the Wom• Action ~ as the catal~ rePre­
sents an effort' to bring' together a. series of·~ goals 
for women under a single, comprehensive document lt in-
cludes the following: . 

-Fair representation and participation in the political 
process (including encouragement for women to run for 
·office, increased appointments of women to political p0si­
tions, affinnative action within political parties and edu­
cation of women to the political process and skills). 

-F.q"!al education and training (including enforcement· 
of laws guaranteeing equal access to and treatment in all 
educational, vocational and athletic progt1mS and facili­
ties and the elimination of sex role, racial and cultural 

· stereotyping at every levEI of the educational 'system, in­
cluding educational matenals). 

. -Meaningful work and adequate compensation (includ­
ing the extension of basic workers' benefits io those not 
covered, such as household workers, migrant and agricul­
tural workers and homemakers, recognition of a h0me-
1!1aker's economic worth, flexible work schedules, recogni­
tion of pregnancy-related disabilities as ·normal, tempora-

. ry employment disabilities, increased participation for' 

. .t Prograln to 
·ed Candidates 
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.-Just and-·.h.wnane .~ent in. the criminal ~ 
tern (including the repeal of laws t.bat treat ·m 

omen differently). · · · · 
Fair, treatment by.and equill,acoess to metlia m 
(iricludmg the treatment of women's issues as rei 
s rather than as iwms ~f 'interest- to. women· ooo 

-Equal access to economic power-(including the eliJli. 
ination of sex discrimination in the areas of credjt, inheri­
tance laws, income tax, Social Security, insurance, 1fjenefit 
and pension plans and the removal of barriers to women a nd to $ereotyped portrayal ot .women). · ' 

Physical ·safety (including -the ·reform of rape 
t make it difficult to comtict rapistS arid the rec 

t1 of rape as a violent and serious crime). 

entrepreneurs). 
. -Quality child care for all children (including ~pre­

hensive developmental day ~ systems, child care as a_ 
tax deductible business expense and programs tor ·t.he 
treatment and prevention of child abuse). · 

-Quality health care and Services (inclu~ . ~ 
mentation of ·a woman's legal right to control her. repro­
ductive system, increased support for research int(). new 
drugs aµd medical procedures with special significanc:¢ for 
women and expansion of private and public health in!\ll'.:· 
ance to meet women's special needs). • ~ 

·-Adequate housing (including elimination of discrimin· 
ation in renting and sales of homes and the granting of 
mortages). ' 

Respect for the individual (including protectic 
·th ·ght to privacy of felationships between c~ 
ad • the extension of civil. rights legislation to prt1 
di~ "mination based on sexual preference, an end " 
sta against women who Wish to determine their 
mm and elimination of discrimination based on m: 
~nl J . . 

foremothers would be truly pl-OU.<J that so ma 
d come together and.set such an agenda," said 
.. Schroeder (]).Colo.): "'There ruis been this 1 

e :are like dogs. We want. tel be man's best fI 
Pltase Turn to i'1ce 9, c 



11-P'oint W~~~~Agendcl 
Presented at Capitol Rally 

By Isabelle Shelton women's organizations, Aiter listening to several 
other speeches, the women 
fastened copies of the agen-

Walhinctcin Star Staff Writer 

Women representing 
about 50 national wwomen's 
organizations gathered on 
the steps of the Capitol 
today to formally present 
an I.I-point National 
Women's Agenda to Con­
gress. 

Reps. Pat Schroeder, D­
Colo., and Elizabeth Holtz­
man, D-N. Y., promised to 
bring the agenda before 
Congress and work for its 
adoption. 
. Rep. Bella Abzug, D­

N.Y., who was busy in a 
committee meeting, sent a 
pledge of support to the 
rally and suggested that the 
next step should be a na­
t i o na I conference on 
women's issues. -

JILL RUCKELSHAUS, 
head of the U.S. Commis­
sion on International 
Women's Year, told the 
rally, attended &y •bcKU 150 
persons, that women have a 
long battle ahead, but 
"cannot let up until the last 
item on th~ agenda Is real­
ized." 

The agenda lists a broad 
range of women's objec­
tives, including ratification 
of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, establishment 
of quality day care centers 
and health centers, equal 
education and training for 
women, and equal access to 
economic and political 
power. 

Ruth Abrams, staff 
director of the Women's 
Actiori Alliance, which 
compiled the agenda, said 
it represents the combined 
goafs of 93 national 

with a membership of 30 · 
million. 

THE WOMEN also 
sought to meet with Presi­
dent Ford before his depar­
ture for China, but said they 
were turned down. Edith 
Barksdale · Sloan, executive 
director of the National 
Committee on Household 
Employment, told the rally 
this was. one of several re­
buffs the group has re­
ceived in its efforts to meet 
with the President, and she 
called this "outrageous.)' 

COUNCIL 
Continued From Nol 

!ism and youthful drinkers if 
the bills become law after a 
IO-day review period by the 
~ayor and 30-day layover in 
Congress. 

nm CoUNCit. also gave 
final a~roval to another 
Wilson ~l!! •-- -- -••1--

da to the big front double 
doors of the Capitol and 
then filtered out through 
the House and Senate off ice 
buildings to present the 
agenda to·every member of 
Congress. · 

The activity at the Capi­
tol was just one of several 
steps taken to celebrate 
Dec. 2 as National Women's 
Agenda Day, Abrams said. 
Simultaneously around the 
country woinen were 
presenting the agenda to 
their mayors, governors 
and other city officials. 

In Miami, where the Na­
tional League of Cities Is 
meeting, Lt. Gov. Mary 
·Anne Krupsak of New \'ork 
was planning to present the 
agenda in her keynote 
speech to the group. Gov. 
.Milton SbaDD of, -
nia P'8nnecno to 
• . meeting · ot· tic 
RO¥ernon here. 



UP-090 
(WOMEN) 

WASHINGTON (UPI> -- A COALITION OF MORE THAN 90 DIVERSE WOMEN'S 
GROUPS TODAY KICKED OFF A NATIONWIDE DRIVE ro WIN AN II-POINT PROGRAM F'OR FULL EQUALITY. 

THE WOMEN' s DEMANDS, KNOWN AS THE ·u.s, NATIONAL WOMEN'S A GENOA,. 
WAS DELIVERED TO EVERY CONGRESSMAN AND SENATOR FOLLOWING A RALLY ON 
THE STEPS or THE CAPITOL, IT ALSO WAS PRESENTED TO PUBLIC orncIALS AROUND THE NATION. 

"THIS IS NOT HING NEW •• REP. PAT SCHRODER. D-COLO •• SAID or THE 
A GEN DA. "WE. VE BEEN TALKING A sour IT F"OREVER. BUT NOW WE. RE SA YI NG W!'RE COMMITTED TO IT." 

THE WOMEN'S AGENDA CALLS roR EQUAL PARTICIPATION IN THE POLITICAL 
PRO CE SS I EQUAL ED UCAT IO~; MEAN IN GrUL WORK AND ADEQUATE PAY; EQUAL 

ACCESS ro ECONOMIC POWER"; QUALITY CHILD CARE; QUALITY HEALTH CARE1 
ADEQUATE HOUSING; rAIRNESS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM; rAIRNESS 
IN THE MEDIA AND ARTS; PHYSICAL SArETY, AND RESPECT roR THE IND IV ID UAL. 

DRAWN UP BY A COALITION KNOWN AS "WOMEN'S ACTION ALLIANCE," THE 
A GENOA REPRESENTS THE r IR ST TIME so MAN y WOMEN. s GROUPS HAVE BEEN ABLF TO AGREE ON A COMMON PROGRAM. 

EDITH SLOAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR or THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON 
HOUSEHOLD EMPLOYMENT, TOLD THE CAPITOL HILL RALLY THAT PRESIDENT rORD 
RE Pl;ATEDL y HAS REF"USED T 0 RESPOND TO REQUESTS F"ROM WOMEN ·s GROUPS TO 
MEF:T WITH HIM, SHE SAID THIS INDICATES HE IS NOT COMl'IITTEO TO WOl'IEN'S RIGHTS. 

"THE PRESIDENT or THE UNITED STATES MUST RESPOND ro DUR CHALLE~GE,• SHE SAID, "WE HOPE THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL RECONSIDER AND MEET WITH A WIDE VARIETY OF' WOMEN." 
UPI 12-02 02:50 PES 



-0-'iASHINGTON CUP!) -- A COALITION KNOWN AS "WOMEN'S ACTION ALLIANCE" 
HAS DRAFTED AN ll-POINT PROfl1AM KNOWN AS THE ·u.s. NATIONAL WOMEN ·s 
AGENDA ... 

MFMBERS OF THE GROUP DELIVERED IT YESTERDAY TO THE orr ICE OF EVERY I 
REPRESE:NTAT IVE AND SfNATOR IN CONfl1Ess AFTER WORKING UP STEAM AT A 
RALLy ON THE CAPITOL STEPS. THE AGFNDA CALLS FOR EQUAL PARTICIPATION 
IN Tl'E Pour ICAL PRocEss; EQUAL EDucAr ION; MEAN IN Gr IL WORK AND I 
ADEQUATE PAY; EQUAL ACCESS TO ECONOMIC l'OWER; QUALITY CHILD CARE; 
QUALITY HEALTH CARE; ADEQUATE HOUSING; FAIRNESS IN THE CRIMINAL 
JUST ICE SYSTE!>l; F AIRNEss IN THE MED IA AND ARTS; PHYSICAL SAFETY A ND RESPEcr FOR THE INDIVIDUAL, 

-IJI-
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Cflln/ltlign to Ai opt 
~w omen,s Agenda' 11 

A 'Wo1!'en's A.gentlo' ! 
/l.v.~~;if . 
~ SJ>eclaf to Th~ Ntrr 1'0J"ir 'l'!ai .. 

WASlfINGTON, Dec. 2 - A 
coalition of 93 national wo. 
men's organizations opened a 
drive tOday to Win adoption 
of its ll"'Point ''women's agen­da" for full equality, 

In cel°elnolliea at the CapltoJ · 
h.ere anct at ,tate ho~ and . 

~ ~~ the countzy, 
•• "UleJ) ;;,. ~~ COpie,, Of fhe 

•gencfa to legia~ iOvernora 
4ad JJJeDJbefi ot City COIJnctrs. 
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NATIONAL WOMEN•s CONFERENCE 
BY PEGGY SIMPSON 

WASHINGTON CAP> -- THE HOUSE, APPROVING PLANS FOR A ••NATIONAL 
VOMEN•s CONFERENCE'' TO ASSESS THE PLACE OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY, HAS 
AUTHORIZED $5 MILLION TO BE SPENT ON THE PROJECT. 

BY A 252 TO 162 VOTE, THE HOUSE AUTHORIZED THE MONEY FOR A SERIES OF 
STATE AND REGIONAL MEETINGS NEXT YEAR LEADING UP TO A NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE. THE SENATE IS EXPECTED TO TAKE THE BILL UP SHORTLY. 

REP. BELLA ABZUG, D-N.Y., PRAISED THE MEN WHO SPOKE UP FOR THE BILL 
AND WHO ARGUED IT WAS TIME FOR WOMEN TO MEET TO ''~VALUATE WHERE 
AMERICAN WOMEN ARE AT, WHERE THEY WANT TO GO AND HOW TO GET THERE.'' 

CONSERVATIVES HAD OPPOSED THE BILL ON GROUNDS THAT THE CONFERENCES 
WOULD PROVIDE A FORUM FOR LOBBYISTS FOR THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT, 
WHICH BANS DISCRIMINAION ON THE BASIS OF SEX. FOUR MORE STATES MUST 
RATIFY THE ERA BEFORE IT BECOMES PART OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

THE SPONSORS APPARENTLY SURPRISED THE OPPONENTS OF THE MEASURE BY 
ACCEPTING AN AMENDMENT TO PROHIBIT LOBBYING BY CONFERENCE 
PARTICIPANTS. 

REP. ROBERT BAUMAN, R-MD., SAID LITTLE WORTHWHILE WOULD EMERGE FROM 
THE MEETINGS AND PREDICTED THEY WOULD BE ONLY A SERIES OF COCKTAIL 
PARTIES CLIMAXED BY A REPORT WHICH NO ONE WOULD READ. 

'•ALL THIS TALK ABOUT DRINKING AND PARTYING IS A BUNCH OF BALONEY,'' 
SAID REP. PETER PEYSER, R-N.Y. ''LET'S LISTEN TO THE RESULTS OF A 
CONFERENCE. LET•s LEARN SOMETH NG. I HOPE THIS CONGRESS IS NOT GOING 
TO PUT ITS HAND OVER ITS EARS AND SAY WE DON•t WANT TO HEAR.•• 

12-11-75 14:38EST 
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CWOMEN) 
WASHINGI'ON <UPI> -- A MEMBER OF WOMEN FOR RESPONSIIl.E LEGIS..ATION 

TODAY URGED CON ~ESS DEFEAT LEGISLATION PROVIDING $5 Mill ION FOR A 
NATIONAL WOMEN•s CONFERENCE IN 1976, a.AIMING THE MEETING WOULD ONLY 
"PROMOTE WOMEN•s LIB CDALS." 

IN A TELEPHONE CALL TO UPI HERE, MRS. ANN BOCKER, OF TlLSA, OKLA., 
WHO SAID SHE WAS A MEMBER OF WOMEN FOR RESPONSIBLE LEGISLATION, 
CRITICIZED THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR PASSING WEDNES)AY BY A 
262-152 VOTE, A BILL BY REP. PATSY MINK, D-HAWAII, THAT WOULD PROVIDE 
FOR STATE CONFERENCES TO SELECT A MINIMUM OF 10 DELEGATES PE-R STATE 
FOR THE NATIONAL MEET ING WHICH WOll.D PROMOTE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
"EQUALITY BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN IN ALL ASPECTS OF LIFE IN THE UNITED 
STATES." 

THE CONFERENCE WOULD ASSESS PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING THE EQUALITY AND 
COME UP WITH RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PRESIDENT FOR FURTHER STEPS 
NEEDED. THE PRESIDENT, IN TURN, WOULD HAVE TO SEND THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO CON ~ESS. 

MRS. BOCKER NOTED THE HOUSE ClJI' THE LEGISLATION FROM $10 MILLION 
TO $5 MILLION. BUT SHE SAID "WE DON·T WANT THOSE WOMEN'S LIBBERS TO 
HAVE EVEN FIVE CENTS OF TAX PAYERS MONEY. LET THEM RAISE MONEY BY 
BAKE SALES IF THEY ST ILL KNOW HOW TO BAKE." 

UPI 12•11 03:38 PES 
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ABOUT WOMEN 
Grand .Opening at Women's Building · 

The Women's Building, forced to relocate last summer, 
• will hold the grand opening of its new building at 1727 N. 
Spring St. on Saturday. 

' Special opening events from 4 p.m. to midnight will in­
.elude performances, films, readings and concerts with 
Margie Adams and Miss Alice Stone Ladies Society Orche-
stra at 7 and 10 p.m. . 

Designed to showcase women's culture, the Women's 
Building houses the Feminist Studio Workshop, Sister­
~ Bookstore, Olivia Records, the Women's Graphic 
:Center, the Women's Switchboard, Canis Gallery, a cafe, 
open gallery and performance spaces and feminist thera­
pists. 

· It is open· to the public Tuesday through Sunday from 
10 a.DL to 6 p.m. • 

·"My feeling is that women are urif aif ly treated and that 
men have to do what they can a:bout it," says Robert w. 
Holden of San Diego, who was elected F.ducation Task 
Force coordinator for California at National Organization 
for Women's state convention last month, becoming the 
first man to join NOW's state board. 

Holden? a teacher of engineering-at Grossmont College, 
"became involved in the women's movement in 1972 when 
he served on the Women's Rights Committee at an Amer­
·ican Federation of Teachers convention. He joiried NOW 
that year. 

He has authorized two state laws on women's rights in 
education-AB 2173, effective in 1973, which prohibits in­
struction and instructional materials in California 8chools 

and community colleges "which reflect adversely on per· 
sons because of their sex" and AB1010 (1972), giving 
pregnant teachers and their doctors the power to set the 
length of maternity leaves and giving teachers sick leave 
for pregnancy and childbirth. (AB1010 was defeated In 
committee. Its successor, AB1060, became law this year.) 

Among ·1976 projects, Holden says, will be preparing a 
request for federal funds under the Women's FAucational 
F.quity Act for NOW F.ducation Task Force activities In 
implementation of state and federal regulations governing 
sex discriminatlOft In education. 

In a second, sharply worded letter to President Ford, 
members of the Working Committee1of'.the U.S. National 
Women's Agenda critimed the President's refusal to meet The U.S. lel>artment of Labor's Manpower Administra-
with representatives of major women's organizations dur· lion. once i up its old stationery, which it kept for. 
ing International Women's Year, warning that the deci· economy p , will be known as the Employment and 
sion regarding a meeting would be viewed as indicative of Training Ad ration (EIT A). 
his commitment to achieve full equality for American The. new e "removes any -reference to gender and 
women. thus better cterizes the organization, which is the 

"Although we applaud the establishment of a Presiden- nation's focal t for all citizens," according to Secretary 

The department's Manpower magazine was ~clud~in 
the change. Renamed Womanpower for the Novemaer 
issue in honor of International Women's Year, it will be 
called Work µle be~ with the December issue. 
·The ETA administers the Comprehensive Employment 

and Training Act (CETA) and the Work Incentive(~) 
program among others. 

The F"ll'St Women's Banlt of Califomla received its per· 
mit from the California superintendent of banks to sell 
150,000 shares of common stock to the public at $10 per 
share, which will result in capitalir.ation of $1.5 milliqn. 1

· 

Applications for stock subscriptions are available 
through the bank and must be returned to the bank at 
12301 Wilshire IDvd. by Dec. 15. 

. - . 
The bank is the first in California to be organized by 

women and to have an all-woman board of directors. It 
will open, offering full service banking, at the Wilshire lo-. 
cation in early 1976. 

-JANICE MALL tial Commission on the Observance of 'fWY," the letter of Labor Joh • Dunlop. said in part, "we cannot accept the idea lhat it will be the _____ ._, _______________________________ _ 

only voice speaking to the President of the United States 
on behalf of the diverse range of women In this country." 

Representatives of 17 women's organizations signed the 
letter, including officers of Church Women United, the 
National Council of Negro Women, National Gay Task 
Force, National Women's Political caucus, YWCA, Girls 
Clubs of ..t\.rnerica, B'nai B'rith Women and National Orga. 
nization for Women (NOW). 

The U.S. National. Women's Agenda was formed to 
serve as a voice for women representing statements of 
gOals and priorities submitted by more than 90 national 
organizations of women with memberships totaling more 
than 30 million. 

Depression among housewives is increasing and low 
self-esteem resulting from changing attitudes toward. 
women's roles is "at the toe of the list" of real$(>nS for I ' . ~ 1' --..-~ • - ...... _. ...... , :• " ... ,.. .. * _..,.,_ .... ,, . "• - ,. ........ ;.·,,, 
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\ ~~~wen Activists Tell the Candiaates 

¥.
~ \\ :?,t> 1 By Isabelle Shelton Atlanta, Los Angeles, - Baltimore and Springfield, 

Wnhlllltlnst•Sf•1twr1ter Mass., the women plotted their sf,rategy carefully: 
NQ .. atter whai else:happen5 between now and nex~ They made certain ihere were women on each of the 

i/ovember'.s. Pre5idential elect.ion. one hoary political panels that questioned the candidates - a plan that 
chestnut .will surely have- been laid to rest. ran into some difficulty in Los Angeles, causing 

This: ts:'tbe ~ale poli~ician;s familiar plaint - "but women backers of several candidates to join forces to 
what do women REALLY want?" show some muscles. 

If there is a Presidential candidate who is still-ask- At women's caucus meetings the night before each 
ing that ~uestion by next summer's Republican and conference they carefully went over the issues they 
Democratic national conventions, he must have been wanted .tO see raised, assigned priorities, and parcel-
living in Outer Siberia. led out assignments so that important questions would 

He may n0t like the thrust of some of Ute things come from the audience if they had not been raised by 
women tell him they want. However, he will surely find the panel. 
that all women - like all men - do not agree at all·· Not· all ot the candidates came, of course, and the 
times on an issues. cast· of charaeters shifted ·somewhat from one confer-

BUT ABOUT 33 MILI,.ION women, represented in 90 
organizations, got together last summer in support of a 
broad ran~e of issues, which they are calling a Nation­
al Women s Agenda. The groups include the YWCA, 
League of Women Voters, National Council of Negro 
Women, Church Women United, Association of Women 
Business -Owners. Girls' Clubs of America, .Junior: 
League, National ·women's Political Caucus, National 
Organization for Women and the National Gay Task 
Force Women's Committee. 

Issues include· ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, quality child care and health care; equal 
education, training and access to economic and politi· 
cal power; and ·recognition of the economic value of 
the work of housewives. 

Activist Democra* women have been making ex­
traordinary efforts to commit their big stable of Presi­
dential candidates to the agenda - in writing. Or, if 
the candidates refuse to be committed.the women plan 
to make the refusals widely known. They would hope 
thus to have veto power over an uncooperative candi· 
date. 

Republican women activists 'say they plan to do the. 
same thing, but they are slower getting started sine(!. 
the GOP contest only started when Ronald Regan 
jumped into the ring witll President .Ford. 

A committee of. the ·National Wotnen's Agenda has 
denounced E:ordlor tW.ice refusing to meet with them. 

Democratic women, who include.. the backers of 
Presidential_ candidates. have embraced the.agenda as 
its Democratic Women's .Agenda, and are pressing it 
with the candidates at every opportunity. 

Those have been numerous, thanks to the series of 
candidate conferences held around the country, this 
fall, by party liberal~. 

Women have turned out in force at all five, and were 
credited by some admiring male politicos with being 
"the only organized force" present at those sessions. 

AT THE REGIONAL conferences in Minnea1>plis, 

ence to the next. . · 
Birch Bayh, Jimmy Carter, Fred Harris,.Terry San- . 

ford, Milton Shapp, Sargent.Shriver and Morris Udall 
attended some or all of the tin\e. Only Lloyd Bentsen, 
Henry Jackson and George Wallace did not attend at 
all - perhaps wary of the liberal sponsorship of the 
conferences. 

Women see "the fall conferences as just the begin­
ning of the process of educating and sensitizing mate 
candidates to women's issues. 

"What is importanqs less the candidate's answer 
than the fact that they have been confronted each time 
with well-organized, well-informed women. . . 

"That is going to have the Breatest im_pact of all,'' 
says Ann Lewfs, who is Deputy Campaign Manager 
for Birch Bayh, but also is one of the leading political 
strategists in the National Women's Political Caucus, 
whose Democratic Task Fo~ce is co0perating with t.he 
Democratic National Committee's women's caucus in 
pressing the women's agenda on- all their party's 
candidates. 

"WE WANT TO BE sure the candidates are con­
fronted with women's concems·again a_nd again and 
agaj.n," says Mildred Jeffrey, coordinator of the na­

·tional caucus's Democratic Task Force, who also is 
Democratic National Committeewoman from Michi­
gan and a longtime leader in the United Auto Workers 
Union. 

When the process of "educating," the candidates ~ot 
a trial run at last summer's National Women's oohti-
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