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February 7, 1975

Ms. Sheila Wedenfeld

Press Secretary for Mrs. Ford
THE WHITE HOUSE

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Wedenfeld:

Enclosed is a copy of the news item which appeared
this week in the Rockford Morning Star, Rockford, Illinois.

As you can tell the article does seem to make State
Senator Harris come off better than I was earlier led to
understand. In any event, Harris still opposes ERA.

Thanks for trying.
With best regards, I am

Very truly yours,

MICHAEL J. MASTERSON
Administrative Assistant

Enclosure

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS













February 7, 1975

Dear Ms. Weidenfeld,

Today I spoke with someone in your office about getting help from
Betty Ford in our efforts to ratify ERA in I1linois. This is the
immediate problem: we have invited our state legislators to meet with
us February 23. Three of them are opposed to ERA, one favors it. Only
the one who favors ERA has agreed to meet with us. Since the purpose of
this meeting is to lobby those legislators opposed to ERA, I am afraid
that the meeting will not accomplish much if they do not even show up.

The person with whom I spoke suggested that Mrs. Ford might be
willing to call these three men and urge them to meet with us (and,
of course, to vote for ERA). So, here are their phone numbers:

Sen. David Shapiro (who has voted against ERA twice. His
815-857-2877 secretary told me that he will be unable
(home) to meet with us because his schedule is
217-782-6346 ' quite hectic and he will not be in this

(Springfield office) area February 23.)

Rep. Joseph Ebbesen (who has voted "present" on ERA once.

815-756-4666 He says that he expects to be out of
(home) town February 23, but that if he can
217-782-8002 rearrange his schedule, he will meet with

(Springfield office) us. Perhaps a phone call from Mrs. Ford
would persuade him to rearrange his schedule.)

Rep. Calvin Schuneman (who was just elected. he says he will be
815-537-2066 out of the area February 23 and therefore
(home) is unable to attend.)

815-537-2301

(home office)

Since we initially contacted these men in mid-January, I accept their claims
of prior committments (and their apologies) with some skepticism. I recently
attended a Chamber of Commerce dinner in DeKalb which both Shapiro and
Ebbesen managed to find time to attend.

The meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m., February 23, in the Capitol
Room of the Holmes Center, Northern I1linois University, DeKalb. Spon-
soring groups include: League of Women Voters, Business and Professional
Women, Academic Women for Equality, National Organization for Women,
American Association of University Women, and Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom.

Mrs. Ford's efforts on behalf of ERA have made headlines in I1linois, -
and any help she could give us would be appreciated greatly. This is "~ '
rather urgent: the I1linois Senate is scheduled to vote on ERA Fridays
February 14; ERA will then be taken up in the House. E
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(Bditor!s Note: Text of telegram sent Saturday, February 8, 1975 to Mrs,
Betty Ford, wife of the President of the United States, by Mrs, Phyllis
Schlafly of Alton, Ill,, president of Stop the Equal Rights Amendment, and
a prominent Republican leader, )

TO MRS BETTY FORDSTODAYS
WIRE SERVICES REPORT‘THAT YOU SPONSORED AND ATTENDED TWO COMMAND
BRIEFINGS ON THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT FOR BOTH MALE AND FEMALE
MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF IN THE WHITE HOUSE THEATER DURING
WORKING HOURS,

SINCE THE WHITE HWOUSE THEATER IS THE PROPERTY OF U,S. TAXPAYERS, AND
SINCE NHITdHOUSE EMPLOYEES ARE PAID BY U,S., TAXPAYERS, AND SINCE THE
UgSs CONSTITUTION SPECIFIES THAT RATIFICATION OF AMENDMENT IS A MATTER
FOP THE INDIVIDUAL STATE LEGISLATURESIN WHICH THE EXECUTIVE BRANCKH HAS
NO PART, AND SINCE FOUR STATES LEGISLATURES THIS YEAR HAVE REJECTED ERA
WHILE ONLY ONE HAS RATIFIED, Y RESPECTFULLY REQUEST EQUAL TIME YO
PRESENT THE OTHER SIDE OF ERA TO THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF IN THE WHITE
HOUSE THEATER WITH ATTENDANCE LIKE WISE COMMANDED,

1 4LSO RESPECTFULLY REQUEST AN ACCOUNTING OF HOW MUCH FEDERAL MONEY HAS
BEEN SPENT BY YOU AND OTHER WHITE HOUSE PERSONNEL IN MAKING LONG
DISTANCE CALLS TO LEGISLATORS, AND HOW MUCH FEDERAL MONEY HAS BEEN .
SPENT ON SALARIES OF FEDERAL EMPLOYEES WORKING FOR RATIFICATION OF ERA,

PHYLLIS SCHLAFLYJ NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, STOP ERA 48 FAIRMOUNT ALTON
IL 62002

00131 EST
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 17, 1975

Sheila,
John Deerdorf called with the following:

Carolyn Bond, the wife of Missouri's Governor,
has a 9:30 a.m. appointment with Clem Conger

on Friday, February 2lst in connection with
extensive restorations to the Governor's
Mansion. After this 9:30 appointment, she
would like to have a photo opportunity (if
possible) with Mrs. Ford discussing the ERA,

as well as a photo taken with Clem Conger during
their meeting.

Mrs. Bond is doing a large amount of ERA work
and John feels having her picture taken with
Mrs. Ford will help the state movement.

Governor and Mrs. Bond will be in Washington
on Wednesday, and John would like to know the
answer this Tuesday. A message can either be
left at the Governor's Mansion (314/751-4141)
or the Governor's Office where John will be
(314/751-3222).




























One copy of this has been delivered today
(sunday, March 2) to Sheila Weidenfeld's
home; one copy to her at the White House;
and one copy to Patty Matson at the White
House. I will call Monday AM about it.

Thanks.
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Wnited States Senate

MEMORANDUM
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Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.
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