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THE WHITE HOUSE GARDENS AND GROUNDS
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There is no other place in the United States where a short stroll

~.in the open air provides such a sense of the continuity of American
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7~ history as one can feel on the grounds of the White House. All

our Presidents except George Washington have lived and worked on
this knoll overlooking the Potomac.

u.__izgen John Adams moved into the newly built executive mansion in

~T

1800_he described the grounds as a barren expanse strewn with
building materials and rubble. Since then, nearly every President
and First Lady have given personal attention to the gardens and
used them in their own special way; lasting reminders of their
care are spread throughout the grounds.

A stately American elm planted in the 1820's by John Quincy Adams

is the oldest of some 25 commemorative trees placed by past Admin-
istrations. Thomas Jefferson first enclosed the grounds with a
rustic fence and shaped the Mounds to help define the privacy of

the Mansion. The magnolias next to the South Portico were replanted
from Andrew Jackson's estate. During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln
looked out on troops bivouacked below his windows.

Early in the 20th Century, the grounds took on a more stately
appearance with the removal of several greenhouses and numerous cut-
ting gardens which had supplied flowers for state functions. New
east and west wings were added to the White House and the grounds->
became a formal park rather than a botanical garden laced with mean-
dering footpaths. Theodore Roosevelt was observed outdoors almost
daily, engaged in sports and brisk walks with his family and Cab-
inet members. Woodrow Wilson planted the first Rose Garden alongside
‘the west wing, just outside the Presidential Office, and let sheep
graze on the front lawn to dramatize the need for wartime woolens.

The present sightlines and ceremonial character of the President's
Park follow landscape plans developed in 1935, when trees were
removed to reopen the river view.. The grounds now lend themselves
to varied kinds of official gatherings, Presidential arrivals an
[
departures by hellcopter, and welcoming ceremonies for visiti

-Week tradition dating from the Hayes Administration. s

<
heads of state. Easter-egg rolling on the south lawn is an E%star .
»
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The redesmgned east garden was dedicated in 1965 to Mrs. Jacqﬁ\lrne’/
Kennedy. This intimate, friendly garden is the one most often

used by the First Lady in her official duties and for entertalnlng
friends. The beds are planted with spring bulbs; annuals are changed
with the season. In addition, small plots are devoted to a variety
of herbs, which are cut and used regularly in the White House kitchen.
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~.  The President uses the Rose Garden for small official éeremonies and
~. outdoor press conferences. In spring, flowering bulbs come up beneath

blossoming crabapple trees; in summertime some 25 varieties of
annuals and perennials bloom with the roses, followed in the fall by
a colorful array of chrysanthemums.

(2 blaze of colorful chysanthemums. )
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 26, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL WHITE HOUSE/OEOB STAFF

FROM: | MIKE FARRELL ///f 4//‘

SUBJECT: Garden Tours
Saturday, May 29, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 30, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

This weekend the second in the series of Mrs. Ford's Bicentennial
garden tours will be held on Saturday, May 29 and Sunday, May 30.
Please note the difference in hours on Saturday and Sunday.

White House and OEOB pass holders and their guests will be admirtted
through the Appointments Gate on East Executive Avenue during the
above times. It would be helpful if you would remain within the
established tour route as you enter the grounds.

The State Floor of the Residence will also be open both days. On
Saturday the U. S. Air Force and U. S. Marine Corps bands will play,
and on Sunday music will be provided by the U. S. Navy Band.

The White House will also be open for tours on Memorial Day, May 31,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There is a limited number of reservations

remaining for the early morning special tour.

Thank you.




For Immediate Release
Friday, March 12, 1976

THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY TO MRS. FORD

As a special program for the Bicentennial, the President and Mrs. Ford

have asked that the gardens and grounds be open to the public on the
following days:

Saturday April 24 Sunday April 25
Saturday May 29 Sunday May 30
Saturday June 19 Sunday June 20
Saturday July 17 Sunday July 18
Saturday August 7 Sunday August 8
Saturday September 18 Sunday September 19
Saturday October 16 Sunday October 17

Reservations are not required, admission is free. The tour includes
the grounds and the State Floor of the White House. Each visitor
receives a brochure as a guide to the grounds.

NOTE: On Saturdays the hours will be 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM and
visitors should go to the Visitors Waiting Area on theEllipse.

On Sundays the hours will be 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM and visitors should
come directly to the East Gate on East Executive Avenue,
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For immediate release ‘ . OWO"";C,, M |
Thursday, April 22, 1976 ' 7

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of Mrs. Ford's Press Secretary
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‘The first in the series of Bicentennial garden tours being

sponsored by Mrs. Ford will be held on Saturday, April 24,

and Sunday, April 25, 1976. Each visitor for the Garden

Tour will receive a brochure which will serve as a guide

to the gardens and the commemorative trees. The tour includes
the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, the South Lawn, the Children's
Garden, and the Rose Garden.

Saturday, April 24 :  The garden tour will be held from 10:00 a.m.

to 2:00 p.m. and will coincide with the tour of the White House.
Visitors who wish to participate should proceed to the ticket
booths on the Ellipse which is located south of the White House.
The ticket booths will be open from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.
Music will be provided by the bands of the U.S. Marine Corps
and the U. S. Army.

Sunday, April 25: The tours will be held from 2:00 p.m. to

5:00 p.m. and the State Floor of the White House will also be
open. Visitors should go directly to the East Gate on East
Executive Avenue. Music will be prOV1ded by the U.S. Air
Force Band.

Mrs. Ford will open the gardens and the grounds to the public
one weekend each month through October. As each date approaches,
the time and dates will be announced. :







THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1976

The first in the series of Bicentennial garden tours being sponsored

by Mrs. Ford will be held on Saturday, April 24, and Sunday, April 25,
1976. On Saturday, April 24, the garden tour will coincide with the
tour of the White House and will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Visitors who wish to participate should proceed to the ticket booths on
the Ellipse which is located south of the White House. The ticket booths
will be open from 8 a.m. until 1 p.m. On Sunday, April 25, visitors .
should come directly to the East Gate on East Executive Avenue.

Special Note: On Sunday the hours will be 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., and the
State Floor of the White House will also be open. Each visitor for the
Garden Tour will receive a brochure which will serve as a guide to the
gardens and the commemorative trees. The tour includes the Jacqueline
Kennedy Garden, the South Lawn, the Children's Garden, and the Rose
Garden.

On Saturday music will be provided by the bands of the U. S. Marine
Corps and the U. S. Army. On Sunday the U. S. Air Force Band will
perform.

Mrs. Ford will open the gardens and the grounds to the public one weekend
each month through October. As each date approaches, the times and dates
will be announced.







. THE WHITE HOUSE

. WASHINGTON

August 5, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL WHITE HOUSE/OEOB STAFF

FROM: MIKE FARRELL /%2,/

SUBJECT: Garden Tours i
Saturday, August 7, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Sunday, August 8, 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

On Saturday, August 7 and Sunday, August 8 the White House
gardens will be open as part of Mrs. Ford's Bicentennial garden
tour program. Please note the difference in hours on Saturday
and Sunday.

White House and OEOB pass holders and their guests will be
admitted through the Appointments Gate on East Executive
Avenue during the above times. It would be helpful if you
would remain within the established tour route as you enter
the grounds.

The State Floor of the Residence will be open both days. On
Saturday the bands of the U. §. Marine Corps and the U. §. Army
will play. On Sunday music will be provided by the U. §. Navy
Band. :

Thank you.




For Immediate Release
Friday, March 12, 1976
) ’ THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY TO MRS. FORD

As a specizl program for the Bicentennial, the President and Mrs. Ford
have asked that the gardens and grounds be open to the public on the
following davys:

Saturday April 24 Sunday April 25
Saturday May 29 Sunday May 30
Saturday June 19 Sunday June 20
Saturday July 17 Sunday July 18
Saturday August 7 Sunday August 8
Saturday September 18 Sunday September 19
Saturday October 16 Sunday October 17

Reservations are not required, admission is free. The tour includes
the grounds and the State Floor of the White House. . Each visitor
receives a brochure as a guide to the grounds.

NOTE: On Saturdays the hours will be 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM and
visitors should go to the Visitors Waiting Area on theEllipse.

On Sundays the hours will be 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM and visitors should
come directly to the East Gate on East Executive Avenue.







For Immediate Release
Friday, March 12, 1976
THE WHITE HOUSE
OFFICE OF THE PRESS SECRETARY TO MRS.-FORD
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As a special program for the Bicentennial, the President and Mrs. Ford

have asked that the gardens and grounds be open to the public on the
following days: ' ’ '

Saturday April 24 Sunday April 25
Saturday May 29 Sunday- May 30
Saturday June 19 Sunday June 20
Saturday July 17 Sunday July 18
Saturday August 7 Sunday - August 8
Saturday : September 18 Sunday September 19
Saturday October 16 Sunday - October 17

Reservations are not required, admission is free. The tour includes
the grounds and the State Floor of the White House. . Each visitor
receives a brochure as a guide to the grounds.

NOTE: On Saturdays the hours will be 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM and
~visitors should go to the Visitors Waiting Area on the Eﬁlﬂgﬁb.

On Sundays the hours will be 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM and visitors should

come directly to the East Gate on East Executive Avenue.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SCHEDULE OFsWHITE HOUSE TOURS FOR 1976

To better accommodate visitors to the White House during our
Bicentennial, the following provides information on tour procedures
and scheduled events for 1976.

l‘

Tuesday, March 16, 1976 - Saturday, October 23, 1976

A Visitors Waiting Area will be established on the Ellipse
in cooperation with the National Park Service. During this
period, visitors should proceed to the Ellipse south of the
White House -- not to the East Gate.

(a) Visiting hours will be Tuesday through Friday 10:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. (most days, schedule permitting) and on Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The White House will be closed on
Sunday and Monday.

(b) Ticket booths will be open at 8:00 a. m. each day, Tuesday
through Saturday. Tickets may be obtained from 8:00 a.m.
to 12 noon, Tuesday through Friday, and on Saturday from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Each member of a family or a group
must obtain a ticket for the tour. Tickets are available the
day of the tour ounly.

(c) Each visitor after being issued a ticket (specifying the time
of the tour) may either leave the park to visit other attractions
or choose to view the entertainment program (9:30 a.m. until
1:00 p.m. most days) on the Ellipse. Bleachers will be
available. Visitors will be escorted from the Ellipse to the
White House at the appointed time.

Before March 16 and after October 23, 1976

The White House will be open from 10 a.m. to 12 noon T & da P
through Saturday and closed on Sunday and Monday. Visfgors
should come to the East Gate on East Executive Avenue.
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For immediate release
Tuesday, Feb. 17, 1976

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford

——-——__—....--_-___—_..—_..——.___...-_.._.-_..—____._..___——_—__..._.._—_-—_--_

To better accomodate visitors to the White House during the Bicentennial,
the President and Mrs.” Ford have asked that a number of changes ) o
be made in White House tour procedures. '

These changes include:
- the extension of regular visitors hours,

- - opening the grounds and gardens of the White House on a number
of weekends throughout the year.

-establishing a waiting area on the Ellipse so that visitors will be
comfortable while awaiting their tours. This also allows a system
of ticketing so that visitors can better utilize their time until the
hour of their tour.

Details of the changes:

From Tuesday, March 16 - Saturday, Oct. 23, a Visitors Waiting Area
will be established on the Ellipse in cooperation with the National Park
Service. During this period, visitors should proceed to the Ellipse south
of the White House. not the East Gate. Tickets for the White House
tours will be issued at the Ellipse from 8a. m. -12 noon Tuesday through
Friday, and 8 a.m. - 1p.m. on Saturday. Once tickets are obtained,
visitors are free to do as they like until the time of their tour. Bleachers
are available, and there will be entertainment most days. Visitors will
be escorted from the Ellipse to the White House at the appointed time.
Tickets are available on the day of the tour only. The Ellipse system
was tried on a temporary basis last fall and found successful.

Visitors hours will be extended an hour during the week and two hours
on Saturdays. Hours between March 16 and Oct. 23 will be 10a.m. -
1 p. m. Tuesday through Friday and 10 a. m. till 2 p.m. on Saturdays. '

In addition, the President and Mrs. Ford have asked that the grounds
and gardens of the White House be open one weekend a month from
April through October. Dates will be announced.

In addition, to accomodate weekend trav elers, the White House will
remain open on three Monday holidays (it is normally closed on Mondays).
These Mondays are: Memorial Day (May 31), Labor Day (Sept. 6) and
Columbus Day (Oct. 11). Hours on those days will be 10-1 p. m. Ticket
booths will be open 8 a. m. till 12 noon.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL WHITE HOUSE/OEOB STAFF

FROM: MIKE FARRELL ]/)/L/T

SUBJECT: Fall Garden Touré

N
Saturday, September 18, 1976, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, September 19, 1976, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday, October 16, 1976, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, October 17, 1976, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

The September and October dates for Mrs. Ford's Bicentennial
garden tour program are listed above.  The October dates will
be the final garden tours for this year.

As in the past, White House and OEOB pass holders and their
guests will be admitted through the Appointments Gate on East
Executive Avenue.

The State Floor of the Residence will also be open, and bands
of the Armed Services will provide music.

Thank you.

. Fox
Q



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: SHEILA WEIDENFELD
FROM: MIKE FARRELL ']
SUBJECT: Fall Garden Tou#

October 16 and 17, 1bJ6

I would very much appreciate your issuing a release which
incorporates the information outlined below.

The Fall Garden Tour, the last in a special Bicentennial
series scheduled by Mrs. Ford for 1976, will be held on
Saturday, October 16, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. and on
Sunday, October 17, from 2 p.m, until 5 p.m. Some 30
varieties of chrysanthemums will provide a wide range of
color in the Rose Garden, Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, and at
the fountains. On Saturday visitors should come to the
Ellipse to secure tickets. On Sunday admittance will be at
the East Gate on East Executive Avenue. Bands of the Armed
Services will perform both days, and the State Floor rooms
of the White House will also be open for the tour. Admission
is free.

On Tuesday, October 26, 1976 the White House will return to
the established visiting hours, 10 a.m. to 12 noon, Tuesday
through Saturday. Visitors should come directly to the East
Gate on East Executive Avenue. The Visitors Waiting Area
pProgram and the ticket system will be reestablished during
June, July and August of 1977 to better accommodate the
larger crowds at that time of year.




































