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Po d 

MOM" 

87 Suaan Ford 

Becauae Jfother• Da7 1s coming •~on, I got; to ttalnldbg about 

m7 own moa, and what ebe meane to me. 

I LI.,., mother. I know so e peopl who aren'1' e.raa7 al>out 

theii-a. 7be I' luelq. Tc me, •be 1• a verT apeoiat; perao11. W• llke 

to talk about tb.lnga. •ba~• idea•, and juat have tun together. 

&th Hoa and Dad have aln7a been ••I?' open and wlllt.ng to 

listen to all ot ua . We baven•t alva7e agreed, but wtQ' abould we? 

In taet, the great tblng about rq )MlNDt• 1• that •b.e7 enoou.rage u• 

to think tor ouraelvea. But this doean•t mean tbat cbW, cl • •t give 

good, aol1d advice vben 'b.eJ' think we n•ed it. 

N7 mother 1• a ••l'J' rellgloua peraon. But sb8 wear• ber 

religion in her beart and not on her aleen. It's true that ahe 

wanted all o~ ua to go tb.rough 8wida7 School and be contli-..d. I• 

was 1apoPknt to her tba- we undeztatand o\lP r.11g1on and bow tbe 

q r1t of re11g1on can b.elp guide our 11vea. 

I tb.f.nk S. t baa. 

Bu' tben wl:len we gPOV up, and want \o go oul" dl.tferen• 

n79, tbat•• all 1"1ght vith Mom and Dad 'oo . HJ" olde•t bi'otbel", 

Mike ( 2S), is etudJing to be a minister. HJ' next lll'Otber,, .1aok 

(23) 1 eaya he' an agno•tio. 

MJ pal."enta aocept both poaitlona, and I know 'beJ lGve 

both boJ11 equall7 -- although tbeJ agree more wi'b. Mike . 



Pord""OM -· add one . -. 
one ot motber•• tavol"1t• pa•aagee 1• 'Do unto othera aa 

10 vcu14 have tbena do mito 10u.• MJ' mother li•e• b7 tbat . It 1a 

one of ,._ reaaona I think abe '• so gre•'· 
She 1• pat1eat and takes time with •nl'Jbod7 -• whether 1t•a mt1111 

an important d•e1e1on vi tb Dad or a minor problem w1 tb •~ or 8(>9 

1ntoz-mat1on tbat tbe Whlt• Boua• atatt needa . o 11tuat1on la ever 

80 impo .. tant tbat •be can• t take tbat extiea m1nu1'e or two to belp 

someone OP ata7 a aec".ind loager to tbank someone tor ao••h1na 'be1' •• 

done . 

She cares about people -- their teelinge, 1'belr •bought• , 

tbelr a•a•1•1vlt1ea. And abe car-ea about u.a . She want• ua to explore 

ditteraen• 1ntere•ta,and get 1nY01Ted in a lot ot thinga . Because 

ot •hi• I ' m 1nteNated in ean7 •bl.age aucb •• pbotograpb.J, wr1•1na. 

needlepoint , gardening and all apor~. l.!T•n •bough •be encoaragea us , 

she never 111pOsea anJthlng on us . A• J'OU know, one ot rq 110tber•a lo ns 

l• dance . I auppo•• aha Vt uld N&ll7 be bapp7 1t I WGN to becom a 

danc•P•-a• •h• waa tor. ••T•Nl .,.are, ••ttdJing w1 •h Mllll tbe tamou 

Mat-tba Graham, among otbera. Wh~m I waa elgb• 1eare old ahe entered 

me in a mdern dance ola•• • &it ahe nevel" •de Ille teel 'bat I bad 

to do it. She didn ' t toi-ce me to oontJ1n'1• · I decided to on ., 

own. I tlllnk tbat '• VbJ I at111 eajo7 danoi • 

Mom ba• lot• ot otbeP qaa11 t1•• I tb1nk make her •t9 c1al. 

l)ne or the•• 1a ber • trong belier in eeeing aoaetbing tbl'ougb 'o 
'the end. You kc.ow -- 1.t 7ou. aa7 J'OU ' I'• going 'o do ao••bing, do 

1t -- and dt 1t 'be beat J'Ol1 know bow. 

Mom baa ao MnJ' de•ncla on·ber 'ti• now tbat tbat'• ao•-... 
'1•• baJld. So •tut• tl'Jlng to apend her ti• on the •Mns• tba• 

bave speetal Man1ng tor her, and do •••J7tblng aha can 1n tboae 

t1elda . 



PoPff/M.OK -- add two 

Another thing about 'lf1 lllOthe:r la ber tantaatlc aenae ot 

bllmr. I don ' t tb.ink tbat •a YerJ appai-ent wben people .ti.rat ••t her. 

It •a mo~• aubtle , aud eo .. a out later. a.it abe can reall7 crack JOU 

up, and that •a one ot tbe i-eaaona we have ao auoh tun toge•beaa. Sbe 

t••••• ua all un .. roltull7. 

A.notbeP thing •be'• unmePcltul aboutJ la aon•Jl She baa 

reall7 taught all ot us tbe value ot a dollar. AnJ'on• wbo•a been 

&POund .., mother tor an7 amount ot time 11 bound to be a bargain 

hunter. 

She bas •de ua all understand tbe lmpoManoe ot a oo v lue , 

and baa even •n&ged to make lt tun. She alwaJ9 encot1NfJ•• ua to use 

our lmg1nat1on.a instead ot •pending more . Por •attrl•, u•1Dg 

acai-Tea and belts 'o ke a dreaa look d1t'terent, or vear1ng a blouae 

undernea•h '° ebange the appe&ftlnce ot an oGttl•• 

Swapping clotbee la alao verr populazt ln our tam1l7 - - and 

not 3••t betve•n Mo• and • • l '•• been known 'o borl'Ow 117 bro"bera• 

•blnga, too. And •tw1•ve bean known to borrow a, dad ' • • 

Aetuall7, the elotb9s ••pplag klnd ot •Jllbol1••• vbat oa.te 

talM.7 •••Jl<ting talllf.17 i• like .... we •N intor•l_iand we •re close . 

We may be Nlated, bgt we • ~• trienda a a well. We bave a gi-eat tlu to• 

sether, but ve al•o baa out ld•a•• Ot coura• , lilce eve'l'7 tallil~, we 

don •t alvaJ9 &gNe. It would be pNt•1 d&all lt we did• 

But I tb.ink the 111fOrunt tbing l• tbat we all won: •os••her 

and eowit on eaeb otbel" -· and more tban tba,, we like each otber. 

And I gueaa 11' JOU can ••7 J'OW- tall117 1• •Wllbez- One -- 1ou•ve go• a ~ 

lo• to b• gra t.tul tor. 

HI# 



Seventeen 

"MOM" 

I like my mother. I know some people who aren't crazy 

about theirs. Maybe I'm lucky. To me, she is a very special 

person. We like to talk about things, share ideas, and just 

have fun together. 

Both Mom and Dad have always been very open and willing 

to listen to all of us. We haven't always agreed, but why 

should we? In fact, the great thing about my parents is that 

they encourage us to think for ourselves. But this doesn't 

mean they won't give good , solid advice when they think we 

need itl 

My mother is a very religious person. But she wears 

her religion in her heart and not on her sleeve. It's 

true that she wanted all of us to go through Sunday School 

and be confirmed . It was important to her that we understand 

our religion and how the spirit of religion can help guide 

our lives. 

I think it has. 

_..,,.. 
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One o f the mother' s f avorite passaqe s is "Do unto others 

as you would have them do unto you." My mother l ives by that. 

That's one of the reasons I think she's so great. She is 

patient and takes time with everybody--whether it's an 

important decision with Dacf or a minor problem with me or 

some information that the White House staff needs. No 

situation is ever so important that she can't take that 

extra minute or two to help someone or stay a second longer 

to thank someone for something they've done. 

She cares about people--their feelings, their thoughts, 

their sensitivities. And she cares about us. She wants us 

to explore different interests and get involved in a lot o f 

things. Because of this I'm interested in many things like 

photography, writing, needlepoint, gardening, and all sports. 

Even though she encourages us, she never imposes anything on 

us. 

As you know, one of my mother's loves is d a nc e. I 

suppose she'd really be happy i f I were to become a da ncer . 

I n fact, when I was e i ght y ears o ld s h e entered me in a 

modern dance class. Bu t s h e never ma d e me feel like L had 

to do it . Sh e didn ' t force me to continue . I decided to 

o~·my own . I think that ' s why I still enjoy dancing. 
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Mom has lots of other qual ties I think make her 

special. One thing is her strong belief in seeing something 

through to the end. You know if you say you're going to 

do something , do it -- and do it the best you know how. 

Mom has so many demands on her time now that that's sometimes 

hard . So she's trying to s pend her time on the things that 

have special meaning for her and do everything she can for 

those . 

Another thing c::Asoat . !om is her fantastic sense of humor. 

I don ' t think it ' s something that's real apparent when 

people first meet her. It ' s more subtle and comes out later. 
~\t, 

But rccri:ly,.. she ca~ crack you up, and that's one of the 

reasons we hav e so much fun together. She teases us all 

unmercifully. 

Another thing she's unmerciful about--rnoney! She has 

really taught all of us the value of a dollar . For instance, 

anyone who's been around my mother for any amount of time is 

bound to be a bargain hunter! She has made us all understand 

the importance of a good value, and has even managed to make 

it fun. She always encourages us to use our imaginations 

instead of spendinq more. For example , using scdrves and 

be.-lts to make a dress look OK or weari™J a blouse un~erneath. 
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Swapping of clothes is also very popular in our family-

and not just between Mom and me. I've been known to borrow 

my brothers' things too. And they've been known to borrow 

my Dad's. 

Actually, the clothes swapping kind of symbolizes what 

our fairly easygoing family is like--we 're informal and 

we're close. You know--we may be related, but we're friends 

as well. We have a great time together, but we also hash 

out ideas . And I guess, like every family, we don't always 

agree . 

But I guess the important thing is that we all work 

together and count on each other--and more than that, we 

like each other. And I guess if you can say your family 

is Number One--you've got a lot to be grateful for • 

.... 



Dear Sheila: 

I REALLY feel gadly about messing up our Sunday this way. All 

that flip-flap about the first column, plus c unter-Gridiron (of 

which I am publicity chairmant as we get down to the wire, messed 

up all my plans. I hoped to finish tbis the night I t lked to Susan, 

but nothing worked. 

fll:ELL -- I just heard from Nancy, and now I don't h Te te mess 

up your weekend after all. I thought I 1 d send this along anyhow, just 

to let you know I cared, and knew I shouldn't haTe put you out that 

way. Unless I bear from you Sunday night (or from ~usan), I'll phone you 
shortly after noon Monday troDLthe Hill, where l•m covering an a.m.hearing 

Re ards, 



.. _. 

'i. ·-. \,,., 

Mar . i5:;i 
Dear Susan: 

- -~ .. ""' T included a few things ~:fa~at yottitor ~·your mother have ·toldhn&. 
in ·~be: past ;:- when .. L~:f;ho ugh,t. i t fi;~te.?J:!~t.o~ .. ~~~ story: ( as for '. :instanc E 
y our Da~ lik~ng to df.?~- th4 ;"disbe s ).. w-"' • • ·'· • · - ·• l!t ....... 

&une ruies apply, of',~;;tx> urse . _:rr yotr don.ft like .1t, 7aend along 
the~ :worr .. - As per usual, ~T; ba ve sent :thei copy to New .. :Ytfrk,, but.. we caz 
make :.cflanges: .over the . phone. We:; are~\'.again: j>Uhing\_a . deadline ,,._ bOWSVE 

.. ~ · (mr .:f.a~t, no_t: .yo~ 1 s; I 1 Te _s ~e,bc!j,t>e en;;.~,ter~bly ?:i_sy), so :I h·!?.~~ 
· _ - yo~ wi:IIget wo~d back to me~ qUickJ:'"tt1(~day}". personally ,or through. 

Sheila . T 11.I. be .oo·vering,a:· beari?lgion.::·1Capit.ol HilL Mozidaj;morning, 
so w111: ph.one ·Sheila f"rom there. Will be bome .-rr·om 2 pm~ish on ... 

. . 

. ,,,. 
• 

.... . . 

• • 
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"MOM" 

I like my mother. 
~"'O o.t-eJ (c.--.a'ts 

I know ~ some peoplE?fll~" not '1 ct..b°""~) 
~ """''°"""& 'oc. 'l' - \ """""~ • 

theirs. It; ie Tl'&l:?z' ea.oy 
~o ,,._e. ~lt\.e. ~ ~ ~ ~c.-1- ~?ec.,·().l 

"to enplair.t \ftoteR yea have someone p~r~on· 

Ct\ 
a-s iip&"1iill &e- mifte. My mother has taught me many things 

that have helped me in my 17 years of life • 

.5'-\c.. 'Wo.-~ ~o\<l ~e.. ~o 'o~ ill'\U..ru .. t.eJ. if'\ o..\crt o( ~-~ 

One of the many Udngs she ha!!! tattgh"I: rue is the creative 
bv..'\. ho..~ ~e"~'" \111\.~Aecl o..~~"'-'"11.'t, o"'" ~. ~':l , re..~\i:-' &'-'~'~ 
\ e~ _.._ cl::.c..ouc...- .Ccu· -'6:a.c.\t o.\C,~ o4 ~~v.;) -~~re.~'\~ - \ ~ \£.c 

expressi ga of my3el£. Mo"l:'her ftiiS aeuer eeHfiHed Lo jttst 
? "'o~c ~'"°'~ 't>, w.-a.\"\ 1 "c.t.cl\ e ?o\n1. • tO.rcJc.~•~ 0.."'-6- A..\\ !> f'O"~!) • 

ania iR'b:!Lest, !lutlr U!!I l9t.tiRg- me 'Be active in different 

and af tar a year I 
S~c. ~~ct.~"- .C.o.-c.&. 

0" ....... ~ 0 Ito,)"" • 

W&!! gi u e11 Llze op1:ion of cu1rti11aifi'J . 
-e.. ~· ~o~"''""""t., l'- '-tc:.'°elecl •o t.o ... ~~·f\u..e. 

Mother also b elieves in great determination at whatever 

you do • It should not be a forced thing, but you never start 

... 
a project without finishing with satisfaction . You also should 
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go through life with a very positive "yes" attitude. You 

should also enjoy life in every way possible. One example 

of this which applies to many of you all is writing a paper 

for a class. When you are assigned a paper, don't wait till 

the last minute , because it will not be the same quality if 

you used the full assigned time. I will admit that I have 

waited till the last few days, but it never pays off in the 

end. 

Another thing that really hits home to me is the value 

of a dollar . Morn has really emphasized the importance 

budgeting . The main idea is to look for sales and that is 

when you can get some of the best items. But don't buy 

useless things if you don't need them even if it is on 

the two of us go out shopping, we shop the bargains first--

if you cannot find what you want, then look other places. 
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There have been many times that mother and I have bought 

~...:>O:C.~ ~~e.".:t 

clothes that we can both wear so you get the wear oat 0£ 

~ ~e. C.O"'!a4:. 

i~ for ~e ~FiQe. Of course, there are times when one cannot 

find something on sale and -you have to buy it anyway • 

.,. .. c - i c:l-e.. • • 

ocesson 2 e.. 
~S..Se/6' 

or· 
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I don't know if any of you all ever talk with your 

parents. But if you ever do, really listen to them 

because what they have to say is very important. One 

of the very important things that they will talk to you 

about is your attitude towards people. Many people don't 

think that how you treat people is very important, but 

it really is. As the golden rule says, "do unto others 

as you would have them do unto you. 11 I have been in many 

different social situations and you should be kind to 

every individual because everyone is human. When I go 

to a party with my folks there are always many more older 

people than myself and my escort. To tell you the truth, 

I get along with older people sometimes a hundred per cent 

better than people my age. Maybe this accounts for my 

~nderful relationship that I have with my parents. One 



-4-

should give anyone a chance no matter the age or sex. 

Everyone has someone that is important to them. To 

me, my family is the important thing right now in my life. 

Our family i s very close knit, even with my brother being 

married . Gayle , my sister-in-law, has even brought our 

family, I think , a little closer. Since I have never had 

a sister, Gayle has helped me grow and mature as a woman--

not the little tomboy that I used to be. Now that I have 

a sister every time I need someone to talk to, I have someone. 

Our close knit family has a genuine relationship. There is 

nothing hidden from any of us. When we have a chance, we 

do as many things together as a family. We enjoy being 

together and get along so very well. I think alot of this 

has to do with our interests being too wide spread and not 

l~ving in the same household. 
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So there they were, Mom and Dad, just before I was born -- with 

three boys under eight, all of them into everything and driving 

Mom nuts. 

You'd think they'd want their fourth child to be some 

nice quiet girl they wouldn't have to mess around with, right? 

Wrong. I found out a few years ago that I was .£2..t 

exactly what everybody had in mind. Mom started out wanting a 

girl but finally decided that with three boys already, a fourth would 

be a lot more practical. As for my brothers? I wasn't their first choice 

in fact, they used to threaten to send me back. But I think they're 

finally getting used to me. 

Mike is the oldest, 25. Jack is 23, and Steve is 19, 

about a year older than me. Growing up with them has really been a 

lesson in survival. But I have to admit, it's brought a lot of fun· 'as 

well (not to mention a few bruises). 

My brothers have been good for a lot of things .,._ 

learning how to ski. or play football or wrestle, for example. Or for 

hashing· over dates late at night, or helping me figure out my other 

problems. They've even been good for fixing rrie up with a date 

once in a while. 

But I learned early that they can also be counted on for 



-2-

lectures if they don't like what I'm doing~ for teasing that doesn't 

stop; and for telling me when I look good, but never missing a 

chance to let me know if I look too fat or my hair looks awful. 

. 
Since I'm a girl and the youngest, my brothers are incredibly 

protective. And while that can be good, let me tell you, there are 

plenty of times I can do without it! 

For instance, you'd better believe they were careful 

about which of their friends they fixed me up with! With three 

brothers, there have always been lots of nice looking guys around 

our house. i The bad [part is that the three of them always 

screened the guys I got to go out with. 

We end up doubling alot of times, and we always have 

a great time. But there's never any doubt that there's somebody 

watching... ~ 

cytben we were in Vail at Christmas, Steve sat me 

down for two hours and gave me a 'big brother' talk on what I should 

be doing and what I shouldn't. And even when we were little, Steve 

ma-de a point of watching out for me. When we lived in Alexandria, 

he used to walk across the street to our neighbors, the Thornes, 

to scout the place out. He'd always ask, "Can I bring my little 

sister over?" and then come back and take me over to play. 
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Mike, Jack and Steve were great on things like 

looking after me in general. But Mom never really trusted them 

to babysit. I think she worried about what we'd do to each other. 

For instance, they tj.sed to like to go to the fuse box and turn off 

all the lights to scare me. Or they'd hide under my bed; when 

I'd kneel down to say my prayers and Mom would turn off the 

lights, they'd jump out and grab my legs. They used to tell me that 

Dracula and Wolf Man lived in the closet, and that alligators 

crawled around tinder my" bed. 

\ 
Actually, in spite of their jokes and constant 

teasing, we've gotten along almost forever. . I've always looked 

up to them for advice, depended on them to help me and counted on 

them as friends. When I was little, I always wanted to go 

everywhere they did and do everything with them (great for me, 

but not so hot for them). 

This worked out pretty well, except for a couple of 

years when I was in fourth and fifth grades. My brothers were 

going through their 'cootie stage'. You know, . the 'Girls-are-yuk-

they- all-have-cooties 1 bit. They'd lock their doors so I couldn't 

get in, and wouldn't let me play with their toys. Eventually, though, 

they came to their senses. 

We •--1 •wa~ got back to the stage of doing things 

h;D.... 
together again/\. Mom has never been· great on the new math, so· · 
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I had to count on rny brothers' help for that. And besides that, 

there 've always been a rnillion football games (one of them was 

always.;.~ somewhere). picnics and vacations. 
Once, 

when Mom's back acted up and she had to stay home. Dad took 

all four of us to Rehoboth Beach in Delaware for week (Without 

Mom, the poor man. But he survived ... ) 

There have also been lots of long trips in a 

station wagon, with '! million and two things piled in the car. 

Once when we were driving to Boyne Mountain in Michigan to 

ski, Steve got sick in the car. Mom immediately gave each one 

of us a boot to hold in case the power of suggestion got tci be 

too much .. 

My brothers are really neat. They're good-looking 

and fun, but they've got it together as well. Mike. the oldest, 

is married now and lives near Boston with his wife Gayle. He• s 

l.v 
got a lot of common sense. and is/\g~nuine and reasonable person. 

He and Steve. who lives on a ranch in Montana. are the most 
alike. 

They tend to be traditional in their views. especially about 

things like the family and how children sh~uld be raised. 

both very protective, and Steve is especially into wanting to 
They're 

make sure I understand myself and my relationsMps with others. 

Steve is natural and outgoing. and is very much at ease with the 

world. Jack, my middle brother who lives in Utah, is more 
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independent and probably more political than the rest of us. When 

we're all together, Jack and Daddy usually get into the issues and 

the rest of us' just catch up on what's been happening with the 

family. 

Anyway, if I had to sum it up, I'd· say that my 

brothers are a good deal.· Even if they did originally want to 

send me back : .. 



So there they were, Mom and Dad, just before I was born -- with 

three boys under eight, all of them into everything and driving 

Mom nuts. 

You'd think they'd want their fourth child to be some 

nice quiet girl they wouldn't have to mess around with, right ? 

Wrong. I found out a few years ago that I was not 

exactly what everybody had in mind. Mom started out wanting a 

girl but finally decided that with three boys already, a fourth would 

be a lot more practical. As for my brothers? I wasn't their first choice 

in fact, they used to threaten to send me back. But I think they're 

finally getting used to me. 

Mike is the oldest, 25. Jack is 23, and Steve is 19, 

about a year older than me. Growing up with them has really been a 

lesson in survival. But I have to admit, it's brought a lot of fun . as 

well (not to mention a few bruises). 

My brothers have been good for a lot of things -

learning how to ski or play football or wrestle, for example. Or for 

hashing over dates late at night, or helping me figure out my other 

problems. They've even been good for fixing me up with a date 

once in a while. 

But I learned early that they can also be counted on for 
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lectures if they don't like what I'm doing; for teasing that doesn't 

stop; and for telling me when I look good, but never missing a 

chance to let me know if I look too fat or my hair looks awful. 

Since I'm a girl and the youngest, my brothers are incredibly 

protective. And while that can be good, let me tell you, there are 

plenty of times I can do without it! 

For instance, you'd better believe they were careful 

about which of their friends they fixed me up with! With three 

brothers, there have always been lots of nice looking guys around 

our house.. The bad part is that the three of them always 

screened the guys I @t to gQ out with. 

a great time. 

watching ... 

We end up doubling alot of times, and we always have 

But there's never any doubt that there 1 s somebody 
• 

When we were in Vail at Christmas, Steve sat me 

down for two hours and gave me a 'big brother' talk on what I should 

be doing and what I shouldn't. And even when we were little, Steve 

made a point of watching out for me. When we lived in Alexandria, 

he used to walk across the street to our neighbors, the Thornes, 

to scout the place out. He'd always ask, "Can I bring my little 

sister over?" and then come back and take me over to play. 
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Mike, Jack and Steve were great on things like 

looking after me in general. But Mom never really trusted them 

to babysit. I think she worried about what we'd do to each other. 

For instance, they used to like to go to the fuse box and turn off 

all the lights to scare me. Or they'd hide under my bed; when 

I'd kneel down to say my prayers and Mom would turn off the 

lights, they'd jump out and grab my legs. They used to tell me that 

Dracula and Wolf Man lived in the closet, and that alligators 

crawled around under my bed. 

Actually, in spite of their jokes and constant 

teasing, we've gotten alorig almost forever. I've always looked 

up to them for advice, depended on them to help me and counted on 

them as friends. When I was little, I always wanted to go 

everywhere they did and do everything with them (great for me, 

but not so hot for them). 

This worked out pretty well, except for a couple of 

years when I was in fourth and fifth grades. My brothers were 

going through their 'cootie stage'. You know, the 'Girls-are-yuk

they-all-have-cooties' bit. They'd lock their doors so I couldn't 

get in, and wouldn't let me play with their toys. Eventually, though, 

they came to their senses. 

We eventually got back to the stage of doing things 

together again. Mom has never been great on the new math, so 
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I had to count on my brothers' help for that. And besides that, 

there've always been a million football games (one of them was 

always in a game somewhere), picnics and vacations. Once, 

when Mom's back acted up and she had to stay home, Dad took 

all four of us to Rehoboth Beach in Delaware for week (Without 

Mom, the poor man. But he survived ... ) 

There have also been lots of long trips in a 

station wagon, with a million and two things piled in the car. 

Once when we were driving to Boyne Mountain in Michigan to 

ski, Steve got sick in the car. Mom immediately gave each one 

of us a boot to hold in case the power of suggestion got to be 

too much. 

My brothers are really neat. They're good-looking 

and fun, but they've got it together as well. Mike, the oldest, 

is married now and lives near Boston with his wife Gayle. He's 

Ii.I 
got a lot of common sense, and is;\genuine and reasonable person. 

He and Steve, who lives on a ranch in Montana, are the most 

alike. They tend to be traditional in their views, especially about 

things like the family and how children should be raised. They're 

both very protective, and Steve is especially into wanting to 

make sure I understand myself and my relationships with others. 

Steve is natural and outgoing, and is very much at ease with the 

world. Jack, my middle brother who lives in Utah, is more 
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independent and probably more political than the rest of us. When 

we're all together, Jack and Daddy usually get into the issues and 

the rest of us just catch up on what's been happening with the 

family. 

Anyway, if I had to sum it up, I'd say that my 

brothers are a good deal. Even if they did originally want to 

send me back ... 
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Have you ever tried to sit down and write about 

what you're going to be doing three months from now? Especially 

when it seems like you should be talking about your plans for the 

summer and you don't really know what you'll be doing? 

By the time you read this, it'll be late June or 

early July. But in order to meet the printing deadlines, I've got 

to write this column three months in advance. Let Il1e tell you, 

it's tough! Sometimes I can't tell you what I'll be doing tomorrow!!. 

Well, I'll start with what I know for sure .. '. my 

graduation in June. There we'll be, 74 of us in my senior: class 

at Holton Arms, forced out of our navy blue knee socks and uniforms 

into long) white, springy dresses -- maybe even looking halfway 

adult. I already know it'll be a scene -- kissing, some crying, glad 

to be out but wondering what happens next . . . and everybody making 

promises to stay in touch i no matter where we go to school. It's 

really exciting, I think, knowing some good things are on the way, 

but kind of· sad to know that certain kind of fun is over, too. 

A few things my summer will involve for sure sun 

and having fun in it, relaxing with my friends, and spending time 

with my family. Catching up on my mail. Improving my .photo-

graphy. Doing some reading and getting ready for my first year 

. 
at Mount Vernon Junior College here in D. C. And hopefully, doing 

some traveling as well. 



I always look forward to summer for lots of reasons, 

but especially because I love the beach. The part I like the most is 

the total feeling of relaxation and aloneness. I can sit by myself on ' 

the beach, enjoy the . motion of the waves a·nd fall asleep listening 

to the seagulls with no problem at all. And the beach is a fantastic 

place to be with friends as well. What's better thap. a game of 

frisbee or volleyball with a bunch of people who are as sunburned 
, . 

~~ as you, or watching the sun go down whilt:y1milding a fire and getting 

the hotdog s out? 

I suspect most of my sun will be at the beach because 

really, there are not a whole lot of places to sunbathe at the White 

House. 
The place was not really built for privacy, and that's not a 

complaint, especially, that's just the way it is. 
There's one spot on 

the roof level, behind some balconies, that may work out, but that's 

about the only way to get some sun around here other than the tennis 

courts. Without causing some kind of commotion, anyway. 

One thing I'll be able to do anywhere is work on 

my photography. 
You may know that my senior project was to 

I 

take pictures of my father at wprk. 
That was fun, and gave me · 

some good experience. But I'm going to need a"l!?t more before I'm 
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ready to show my pictures to anybody other than my family! I'm already 

getting so I don't have to think of the mechanical part of working a 

camera as much, and can concentr~te more on the expressive part 

of a shot. I'll be the first to admit I have a long way to go, but I 

should have lots of chances to improve this summer. The beach is 

a natural setting, but I also want to do as much as .I can around 

the city. I'd love to do a photo essay on Washington, D. C. The city 

is so alive -- with the monuments and things that are always here, 

but with the thousands of visitors that stream in every year ·as well. 

I'm at the stage of not knowing how serious I am about photography, 

and a photo essay like this would give me some good experience, 

I think. 

After having so many years of reading that's required 

for school, it'll be nice to : relax with things I don't have to read. 

Also, I
1 
ve been getting 100-150 letters a week, and it's been hard 

to keep up with them during school. So I hope to use this summer 

as a kind of catch-up time on the mail as well. 

One thing I'm crossing my fingers about is the 

possibility of being able to travel. I've never been outside of the 

country, and if Mom and Dad do some foreign traveling, I'm hoping 

I'll get to go. I'm anxious to know alot more about other countries, 

about their cultures and about the people there. It seems like 



.. Susan Ford 

-4-

nothing is quite as educational or makes you want to learn more than 

seeing a place firsthand and meeting the people who live there. If 

the traveling works out, I'll want to spend 1!ot of time studying about 

the countries we'd visit. 

I've also got to '.think about getting 'ready for college. 

I know there'll be meetings and orientations toward the end of ·the 

summer which should be interesting. I wish there were a way to 

save up on sleep ahead of time, so I'd be up for· the all-night 

studying marathons I know are going to happen. I want to do well, 

and know it's important to be organized from the beginning. 

I also plan to spend ~t of time with my friends this 

summer before they all go off to school - - this is really important 

to me. And with everything else I've mentioned, I should be fairly 

busy -- and may even keep out of trouble! 

So here's to the Summer of '75 -- hope. it's a good 

one for you, wherever you are! 





· FORD -- add one 

There also is a bowling alley and a pool table here for the Presi

dent 1 s family. But I don't exactly consider those summer sports. 

So I've been lining up things to do outside the White House gates. 

I 1m going to acncentrate on my photography, for one thing. 191 My 

senior project at school was taking pictures of my father at work. That 

was fun, and gave me some good experience. But I need a lot more before 

I•m ready to show my pictures to anybody but my family. 

I•m already getting so I don't have to think so much about the 

mechanics of working a camera, and can concentrate more on the expressive 

part, and composition. I use a 

I'm planning to go around to news and feature events this summer 

with some of the profeasionJ photographers, including David Kennerly, ? 
11
shooting

11 
the same pio~ures they shoot, and learning by watching and 

listening to them. 

I'd loveJ to do a photo essay on Washington, D. c. The city is 
.s Wt1 

so alive -- with thousands of viAitors 1Jitlaai. strem in every year to the 

famous monuments. 

I also hope te swim a lot this summer, even though we don't have 

a pool any more. il•nw•lx'fztnilllXJlt*""?••l•xs•nxtwrtx•a:rm•xn•n .It's 
- t1 ,,., r A'+~Ab oF 11:11J1t:, 

my favorite sportA Several friends with pools have invited me over. XIDl 

I especially love the Atlantic Ocean beaches, and intend to spend some 

time at one of them, too. 

The part I like the most is the total feeling of relaxation and 

aloneness. I oan sit by myself on the beach, enjoy the motion of the 

f}tl..waves, and fall a sleep listening to the seagulls with no problem at ...., 

Other times, it's great to play a game of frisbee or volleyball with a 

bllllch of people as sunburned as you, or watch the sllll go down while you're 

building a fire or getting the hotdogs out. 

I a lso hope I can do some foreign travelling with my parents this 

summer, if my Dad's schedule and mine oan be coordinated. So far, things 
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By Susan Ford 

I tAm looking i'orward to a busy, pleasa:i:i.t summer, and have mor.~ 

things _line-d up than I 111_ P?'.'Ob~b_ly ev_er have time to do .. 
~. ,. ... 

I•m going to · cpncentrate on my pho_t _ography;. :for one thing
0 

My 

senior project at school was . tak~ng pic.ttir~s o:f, iny f'ather_ at· ·work. 

_, 

. 
~ --
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., 

I'm planning to go around to news and feature events this· sunt.rner · __ .·. 
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they shoot, and le am~ by wa tcbing and lis.tening to them. . . 
- ~~ . . . .. i -:--. 

I woul~ to_ do a pbo~o essay on __ w~_shin~t~n, ~· Co ·The c_ity ~ ~ 
is so alive~ with thousands o.f visitors who stream in every year.: .. -; .. -~ 

• • :x!6'.. _Q,..k 4o ~: . "1:> · · ·~ T~-~~ iL~- ... -::. • 
· ~ · to the·:ra~_ous ~~n~~~t~. A:~~ -~:_::.~~-~-~·~)Y,~.~~---~_- ·· .f)_.i;. -~~~-~~ .~-
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~sea.~ t>f ~- ·:~=·<JX"~ .w~ -~/·:~_..a::c;·-~ -~ ~ ~--~ 

.0 . .. - . • .. • -

people troop through five days a weeko ~ actuall~ don 't think much 
Gi_ict ·third_} . 

nbou.t it. We have privacy in 1imr secondff1oor .fan1ily q'..larters . I 
~l~ ·.--.. 

suppose i~ · ?Y ;i:e . te?31 '1 ?Av it' s)'.like li.v ing_ in an apartr.ient. :You-· _. 
't..___lu-.Jlrho ..d6 S{a.t.e. ~~1 ~ 'ffu2. ~~ _ 6-a......cf. m~ d- ~d-ii:, W'tt.2.-tcbil;..,_-

d o!'l 1 t think about what 1 s going on on the floor below"'l\~e big pub~' ~A 
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By Susan Ford 

I ~m looking forward to ~ busy, pleasa:r:i_t sll!llDler, and have mo~~ 
_, 

things ~line-0. up tl?an I 111_ P:t"Ob~bly ev..f!r have time to doo . 
!°'. ,. .. • 

I'm going to · ~pncentrate on piy photography;. for one 1ihingo My 
~ - -<., . . . -

sen:l-o~ project at scboo1 was tak~ng pictt.ir~s of.my .fathez: at·work. 
' -~ 

~hat was· fun, and gave me soma g~od experie~ce. ·-.But r- ~eed· a. l:ot . - . ·~ 
.... more before I 1:rq ready to show my pictures to anybody_ but my :·f~mily:· 4

• ----~-
·\:~' .. I• ~.'~'I';e~. J'~tti!'g"°;;~o:• t, baye t_o tb.iitlr ~ ~u~~yoUf; th~ ~- i0 _;,_ 
. ::t..· .. _ · rn~cbanics oJ~-:W:8rkitig a c~mera, and can concentrate more on ~be_ E:lXpras·- -?~· 

· .. · .. sive pa:r;t~ ~n~~~omp~si~~on~C=~ )~~) _ _.,. .. · • ,.· -
. . 

I'm planning to go around to news and fe?-ture events this· sum..rner _ .:. 
. . r KJLtn,iJ ~ • ~ "t1..A. WJ...-t.;., ~ 

" witb some· of the professional photographers/~ :iJael 11 5 i EIS y~yj ~Y'opnsrfti; ~--
. . . . ( I'll . ,{ 

~e--4¥1 a;e· \"mftie: H~S"El'lro~:apti&~, dShoot~ thE! same pictures · 

· - they shoot, and le am:"* by wa tcbing arid lis:t;ening to them. . · 
.. . ~~ . .. i 

·~... I wo_:u~ · t~- do a pho~o essay on .. Wasbingt~n, D. Co ··· The c.ity~ 
is so alive~ with . thousands of visitors who stream in every year .. 

. - . : ' ~tA- . ~ -fu ·~-_..°1)···~ ~~ .~· ~~-: .•.. 

> .-. to the ··~a~ous ~~n~~~ts •. A~.~-~·::.~-~-~--.. ·~~~~~.~.-·~ 1{.; 
J Ji ~o ... f !Ja@ai . H ! N 1 -fh.<tewt:k ~~ .. Ji& U8::1J -~ . "P Ii 1 a I . y' . J:4ib 
~ ~ 1~· .. ~'-~ . . . .·."~- . ·~ ~~,ka-r~.·~~ 

.. .. . - . 

''nrd101t.,,.:Q ~" a.o ~~ cP .· o;e ·~ · wu _ e . SJ.>? 'j()....(A /1(.,4...f.. -V ... - .. - . 

-

~ 
in a monu.rnen t. 

8cd-.J.~W. «_d.,~ • ~;t~~ 
.A.. s really• vecy nice~:tte · ., 
,. :r.. ~ ,~ ~ <;1lfl:°/ /\ ~ . 
~ ••' "i'y' a ""'Very much o! ·the White House tourists, be ca use . 

I ' m usualiy ~in schoo_l during tour hours .~Saturday mornings I . . . :-
MW <M#·n1CJ2. t,u_p_[Jfiv.. i<l ~1 ~ ~ ~ ?j> ~. 

sometimes can hear the~ through my windo , ~ ~ -rlu.. -+rnvi.. ..Ph\ /ei,l~ , 
tVLe. a.2 s~. . 

People to live in a hou~e that thousands of 

people troop through five days a weeko I. a.ctuall; don't think much 
G!_id third...) . 

about it. We have privacy in 1bur secondlfloor family quarters. I 
~l~ .-.: 

suppose i~ · '9-Y y:e cr::iuJ Iii W'f" it 1 syJ.i..l<:e .Living_ in an apartr:ient •. You-- · __ ; 
't....._f__i!!~ :.J/, Sfa;te. ~I ~ ~ d.M\LJ2. ~ci mo.-Ae:a J ~c.l -k t()"Y' (_J)./)-'-:bi~· 

don ' t think a bout; what 1 s going on on the floor below. ig public ~ti 
,._ h """"' ., t.""'.14 .,. "' \ --< . . ' ·-

Yl () <)l'T'~ ciownst3lrs -- tbe Rad Room, Blua .rloom, Green Room and so ~1 . . ~ J\ 
• . .' tt !I • " " • • , n ~ ~ -to l / ~r-~ 

-- •.••lo !71U:-:J&Um p-3 r r, fl l t.nfl ~r• J. Gf:t ~Oil~"'. 2 -P' t "$"'., 'f ~ :, 

·-..., ....... ---""'"'- :::: ... -· . 
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By Susan_ Ford 

I Jnm looking f'.~rward to ~ busy, pleasan_t summer, and have mor..e 

things line-d up than I 111_ probably av.er have ·time to do. 

I'm going to o_oncentrate on my photography;. for one thing. My 

senior project at school was tak~ng picttires of'.iny .father at work. 

' Tba.t was · fun, and gave me some g~od experie~ce. · But rneed a lot 

.-

more before· ! 1IQ ready . to show my ·pictures to anybody_ but 

1 1 ~ .. ·~~e~. l~.t~i~g~~o~-, t .. baye to th_i~ ~ mu~h 
my family. ~ 

0·-~ 
~bout the -· .. ~ 

. ); 

mechanics oJ~-~:9rking a camera, and can conceritrate more on the ~xpres-

sive part, and~~omposi~ion~t_, _ -~- Ir )~~)-
I 1m planning to go around to news and fe~ture events this· sum.mer .. 

. . r ~ ~ ·~ '1'1..ri. tJJlv-tL ~--
with soma of the professional photographers/, iii 1 I s· I ii =·a Y"g 1Apl.¥; 

! I' II . ,{ 
,a;Pis ¥1¥1 e f Gib! Ga: ll~ss::: ~•lto;i;QftI:Hl'~ u:r-,, ·-Shoot~ thi:t same pictures 

they sbqot, and learn- by watcb:j.ng and lis.tening to them • . · 
~~ . i 

I woul~ to. do a pho~o essay on Washington, . D. c. · The c.i ty 
is so alive~ with thousands of visitors who stream in every year. · 

:rtA. .. ~ ~ ·~-. ""1) -.~ -~ ~ J.;.''': -.· ..: 
to the ··fa;nous m~n~ents. A~;: ~.~-~~--~~·-,.·if~ J.? ~. · 'lJ.:;~ ~ .. 

z · · · :8 · ' ' iB · '; 6' 1 · g' 2i£ I ft ' ' . II a~ ~ •' e · · 1 ·· ;p,...· ... ; 
~ sea. ~ 1 ~ ·~,·a:;r -Hui µ.) . ~;·~- . -. ~ ~ ~ ·~ 

11
ntdi01ta.I2 ~" a.a ~~ J . o:...e. ~· 5ou _ e ~ '/°'"<A 1u...t.. 

-

~ 
in a monument . 

8c.c;t.. cJ #~ A~ • '-...--=_f'r\O~ ~ 9E ;r ~ 
~A ·s r ea l ly• very nice"# ii® Sura 
,. :r.. ~ ,r__ ~ ~'/ /\ 
~ . i '6f -fery much of 'the Whi ta House tourists, because 

I ' m usualiykin school during t our hours.~Saturday mornings I .. ~ 
IUrW +A44 ·n1c.12.. ~o.;;tftQ,.t. v.:i ~1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ • 

s ome times can hear the~ through my windo , ~ ~ -rk --17111.Jl. ...Pih leo..~ 
'-..... M£ a.Q~ ~ s~. . 

People a 3¥£ OWit feels to live in a ho .:;e t ha t thousands o:f 

pe ople troop t hrough five days a weeko I. a.ctuall: don 't think much 
G!_ict ·third__; . 

about it. We ha ve privacy in 1bur second Tfloor f'amily quarters. I 

suppose i-., · w y #f! :::a211 d WV i~i.ving. in . 
Ude. ~ stctL ~ t&Md. ~ d.~ ~d. 

don ' t think a bout what ' s going on on the floor be low. e 
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think of them as part of "my house." 

In addition to taking pictures, I also hope to do a lot 

of swimming this summer. Dad always liked swimming and thought 

it was good for us kids, so we got to grow up with a pool in our 

back yard in Alexandria, Virginia. It's always been my favorite 

sport--right behind skiing. At our house it seems like you 

learned to swim about the time you were learning to walk! 

So, I guess that's one thing I miss about that house. It's hard 

to visit old neighbors and see strangers swimming in "my pool!" 

I understand there used to be a pool at the White House, 

but it was inside, and somebody told me it got pretty hot and 

steamy in the summer anyway. But there are plenty of other 

things to do around here anyway. There's a great record 

collection that belongs to the White House that I can use. 

There's a pool table on the third floor, where I have my room, 

that a bunch of us use all the time: and there's a little 

theatre in the East Wing that the staff uses for meetings 

during the day. We're allowed to have friends come for movies 

at night, and the motion picture people have been really great 

about getting us movies we'd like to see. 

Also, there's a tennis court on the lawn! We share it 

with the staff as much as we can: and since my brothers aren't 

home, that's pretty often. Dad has always liked tennis, but 

doesn't have much time to play. I was hoping this would affect 

his game, but it hasn•t--he still beats me every time we play! 

So, for tennis and lots of things, the White House is 

great. About the only thing it's hard to do is find a private 

place to lay in the sun. I've found one spot, up on the third 

floor be~ind some balconies. The first time I used it, I forgot 

how white paint reflects the sun, and I hurt for quite a few 

days afterwards! We've set up some lawn chairs, and ·it'll be 

a nice place to read this summer. Somebody told me the Johnson 

and Nixon girls used to use it too. 
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I also hope to spend some time this summer at one of the 

beaches on the Atlantic. I especially love swimming in the ocean-

tasting the salt and getting carried around by the waves. 

But, the part I like most about the beach is the feeling 

of relaxation and aloneness. I can sit by myself, enjoy the motion 

of the waves, and fall asleep listening to the seagulls with no 

problem at all. Other times, it's great to play a game of 

frisbee or volleyball with a bunch of people as sunburned as you 

are, or watch the sun go down while you're building a fire or 

getting hotdogs out. 

I also hope I can do some foreign travelling with my 

parents this summer--nwnber one, if I'm invited, but also 

if Dad's schedule and mine can be coordinated! 

I had hoped there would be some way to go to Europe 

with Morn and Dad this summer and maybe something will work 

out yet. The one thing that would have been great would have 

been the NATO summit conference in Brussels in May. I know 

Dad would have been in meetings most of the time, but what an 

experience to be involved in something that significant--even 

if only to go along! But the Conference was just two days before 

my senior prom, which we got to have at the White House. And I 

wouldn't have wanted to miss the last week of school anyhow. 

Oh well, you just have to hope there'll be other times! 

All this will have taken place by the time you read this. 

One of the problems in writing a monthly magazine column is that 

you have to turn in your copy about three months before the article 

appears. 

By the time you are reading this I will have passed that 

great rnilestone--high school graduation--and be half into summer. 

And, even though it's a month away, I can see it all now. There 

we'll be, 74 of us in my senior class at Holton Arms, forced 
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out our navy blue knee socks and uniforms into long, white 

springy dresses--maybe even looking halfway adult. 

I already know it will be a scene--kissing, some crying, 

glad to be out but wondering what happens next--and everybody 

making promises to stay in touch no matter where we go to school. 

It's really exciting, I think, thinking of everything the next 

few years will bring. 

But it's kind of sad, too, knowing that a certain kind of 

fun is over. I guess that's why I really want to spend a lot of 

time with my friends this summer before they go away to school 

and I start Mount Vernon College {here in Washington) in the fall. 

I also want to do some 11 fun 11 reading this summer. After 

spending so many years reading what's required for school, it 

will be nice to relax with things I don't have to read. 

I like Hermann Hesse, and also Mark Twain. I want to 

read JoR.R. Tolkein's 11 The Hobbit," and also "Portrait of the 

Assassin," the book my father wrote after he served on the 

Warren Commission that investigated President Kennedy's 

assassination. 

By the time I get through with that, it will be time for 

college orientation to begin. 

So here's to the Summer of '741 ~ope it's a good one 

for you, wherever you are. 
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By Susan_ Ford 

I !m looking forward to a busy, pleasant summer, and have mo~e 

things lined up than I'll probably ever have time to do. ... . 
I'm going to concentrate on my photography,. for one thing. My 

senior project at- school was taking pictures of my .father at work. 

That was fun, and gave me some g~od experience. But I need a lot 

more before I'~ ready to show my pictures to anybody_ but my family. 
, A.\.- V1.......t_ II 6 """ . • a. / 

I 1m a'1ready getting so I don't ha:ve to th_ink ad muyh about the V 

mechanics ofo.._~:9rking a camera, and can concentrate more on the expres

sive part, and composition~ use ~ " 

I'm planning to go around to news and feature events this summer 

with some of the professional photographers, iholuding David Kennerly,· 
. 

the chief· White House photographer, "shooting~ the same pictures 

they shoot, and learning by watch~ng and listening to them. 

I w~ultove to do a photo essay on Washington, D. c. The c_,_ ty 

is so alive -- with thousands of visitors who stream in ~every year 

to the ~amous monuments. .. 
A .lot of theni come through the- White House, ~ of course. Did 

you know that the 

' . a 11national monument? 11 It so'unds 

But it 1 s really a verry nice place to live. 

I haven't seen very much of the White House tourists, because 

I'm usually~in school during tour hours. On Saturday mornings I 
~ 

somotimes can hear them through my window. 

People ask me bow it feels to live in a house that thousands of 

people troop through five days a weeko I, actuall? don't think much 
and third 

about it. We have privacy in 1bur second oor .family quarters. I 
-

suppose i~a way you could .lay it 1 s l.ike living in an apartment. _:You 

don't think about what's going on on the floor below. The big public 

l'OQm.q downstairs -- tbe Red Room, BJ.ue Room .• Green Room and so forth 

Peally are the "museum" part of the White House. I don't ~bhly 
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xerarxxµx think of them as part of 11my house." 

I also hope to do a lot of swirr.ming this aummer. I guess I 1m 

spoiled. I grew ~p with a pool in my back yard, in Alexandria, Va., 

and it's always been my favorite sport -- right behind skiing. I 

could swim almost as soon as I could walk. Sometimes when I go back 

to Alexandria to visit old neighbors and see strangers swimm:dlng in 

11my pool 11 it' s kind· of ha rd to take. 
several 

/ L nB~ JC 1 '
3 t:. my friends with pools have invi tad me over. I 111 

~ ~ L ~L,..J//U..Q..>?UJY~· ? invi~e . t~em b~ck ~o t~e Whi~e Hgus~disoovered a big record aollec-

c tion here~hen w~ ~ov~~ in. Lots. of iz.oovy_m0 1 s music. 

uv>< ,w~teA m~vi.e&. ere•s a small priva~_e . theater here, ·over in _the East 

./ ing.._ ~~bey seem to beagle to get bold of ~ny picture y .ru want 

"'to see. ~ 

.. 

And al tho_ugh the White House doe sn' t have a p~ing_ J.JO~l 

any more (I un~erstand the pool that used to be here~ wbi~h was inside, , 
_got bot and st_eamy~-irtthe summertime a_nJ!iow), we can sun bathe. ~here 1 s 

a nice private place up on the roof level, behind some balconies-;·· . . . . c. fJ!Tftj, 
where we can set up patio b=iaft~&&. It gets lots of sun, and is 

completely shielded from view. I 1m told the Johnson and Nixon girls 

used it sanetimes. 

Except for the famtly quarters, it's about the only place 

to "get awa7-:--from it all" around here o The house was not exactly 

built for a family's privacy. That's not a complaint, especially. 

\ That ' s just t be way it i s. 

The tennis court is an.other place where you can getJl!~ ~ _ 

V~ a:Pei.md b~re, l;>utr that 1 s. oft~n us~d by .raemb~s ot; the staff. I try ·f 
·~ Lu_. f;;'" ~ f' (A_ ,f--'~ I -t>,_.. fA_.. f- ( 
to ge1~ my Dad out on tbe~ow;ot, but of course he_ rarely h~s :t~.· ·. '- ~ 

/ ~i!J'\-rJ · ~ V'J~~~ P~ ~'.,:: { j ' (.;AJI ~ .:J 0 ''t' ~ 
Sili~lml==ir.:-ll!B.,,H. ~.~nwi~~ - - _ • Or one oft/ friends I _ . : 

.::t?' 1 v~ c JL_ I a s e d, fl _ . ~ (:Ill( ~ Hso _ .. L 
comes over~ u~u ( ( ·f! P, li '~ ·~(.,.\.. l - j , 

l 
Dad"'i.s great at all spo s -- although his tennis suffers 

because he .p'lays s~ttle noi.vo 

keep working at. 

That's one ga~e you re~lly have to 

(SUSAN ,..... We could use a few more comments here about your 

Dad on the tennis court~ ~f you have an amusing ~necdote, so much the 

better. You could gefttly tea~e him. And reW!'ite the above paragraph · 

if it is inaccurate.) 
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I al•o hope to spen~ some ti.me this summer at one of tbe 

Atlantic Ocean beaohes. I especially love ocean swimming,. fighting 

the big waves. 

The part I like most about the beao~s the :reeling ot 

relaxation and aloneness. I can sit by myself/es , ' 'we•,..., enjoy 

the motion of the waves, and fall asleep listening to the seagulls 

with no problem at all. Other ti.mes, it's great to play a game of 

frisbee or volleyball with a bunch of people as sunburned as you 

are, or watch the stm. g~ d~while you're building a fire or gett:irg 

.botdogs out. 

I also hope I can ao acme f'oi:eign :~ravelling with MJ' 

parents this summer, if my Dad's schedule and mine can be coordinated. 

So far, things haven't worked out very well. 

I had hoped to go with him to Europe this summer, but 

then qe decided that the ti~e to go was when the NATO Swnmit Con

ference took place· 1n Brussel~, ~y 28 .and 29. Tbat shot me down. 

The conference was just two days ·before my school's senior prom, to 

-be held in the White H
0
use May 31.. Arid I wouldn •·t have wanted to 

miss the last week of school anyhow. 
I 

I oouldn 1 t very well ask them to change the date of an 

international conference, just so Susan could be therel So I missed · 

out on Europe. At least, Dad was planning tog et back in time for -

my June 5 grqduation, where he was to delive·r the commencement 

address. 

o:r cours• a.11 that will have taken plao~ by t~e time 
. 

you read tbis. One of my problems in writing a monthly magazine 

column is that you have to turn in your copy about three months be-

~' fore the article appears. 

By the time you are reading ·this l will have passed tbat 

gr~at personai milestone -- my high school gradtation -- and be inro 

my swnmer activities. Even t;hough The Big Event hasn't occurred yet, 

I can see it in my mind 1 s ey·~. There w:e ~ 11 be~ 74 of us in my senior 

class at Holton Arms, forced out of our navy blue lmee socks and 

mliforms into long,white springy dresses -- maybe even looking 

halfway adult. 

I already know i~ will be a scene -- kissing, some orying, 

zla d to be out but wondering what happens next -- and everybody 

ma~ing pr~wi3e3 to stay 1n touch no matter where we go. to school. 

rt•s really exciting, I thin~,~ starting a new page in 
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your life. But it's kind of sad, too, knowing that a certain kind of 

fun~ is over. I guess that's why I'm especially anxious to spend a _ 

lot of time with DrY' friends this summer, clutching at those good days 

and good memories before I make a lot of new friends when I start 

Mount Vernon College (here in Washington) in the fall. 

I'm also looking forward to doing some "f'un11 reading this 
Sc ,-c."'; '(-,.,~, '"':> r ~o.4--~ 

summer. After spending~what 1 s required for school, it will be nice 

to relax with thing~ I don't_have to read. 

I like Hermann Resse, and also Mark Twain. I want to 

read J. R.R. Tolkein' s "The Hobbit, 11 and also "Portrai_t of the Assassin, n 

the book my father wrote after her served on the Warrenn Commission 

that investigated President Kennedy~s assassination. 

-By time time I get through with that, it will be time for 

college orientation to begin. 

, So here•s to the Summer of '751 Hope it's a~ g~od 

one for you, wherever you are. .• 

#### 

, 
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::; cl ~ l 

0 11. > pto L u!. .... i hi u 

h ... ts Prt:-'s ·dent, I gt.: t to be f;..::.rprisu.1 a the th· s peop 

write me abou ! 

I think I'm about. the same person I wds a year ago before he 

w s sworn in. You know . . . going to school, getting tog ther 

wi .... n my friends, basically cloing my thing. But if you didn't 

know, and read my mail, YQU'd think I was some kind of a hotshot 

with influence~ ~, W ~1 tuf ~ ! 
I get about 200 letters a week and they really cover a lot 

of Jround -- from people's problems with the gove nm8nt to some-

t •g t. tey saw in the paper and liked or didn' t like. From idea · 

t want passed on to my.father, t.o aavice -""~ me. 

I' e b en asked to in ede -- o gst my fd. her to in e ede -

to ston d •port tion proceedings again.., John Lennon . 

.t' ve bt.. n asked to us my 11 in lu~nce" (their wo..:::-cts ~) to 

c ,, imi 1 ize the U?e of mari j·1 :t.n<l. One man \•rote me to co lu. n 

t famous racehorse, "Sec re aria t, 11 has been retired ... o 

st .J <ll:.ll. -- d; if I could d:> a Lhi.ng a~out it~ 

ldul tc; som ti.mes writ~ m to •ss th it~ vi....,~v::. to mv . ' 
I ' 

j i s s o~ \·,ax al c . s w i e 

Cl i g an irn q 1 Ill, tro1 ... bo ... t i.r 

l <')I b l 0 s ., Li 



wn . sk c=i t r to, ei l ( " ;1. though onl~ rn 

fro ifornia ttidt "it would be redneck not t.o. ") 

I did ask bout the Lennon case, and found out it was going 

th h he right channels at the Irninigration Commission. 

r.rost mail dealing with issues I send on over to my father's 

~ 
o.rti c0 -- though sometimes I. send t\ lettersdirectly to the agency 

that h1ndles the problem, such as the Veterans Administration or 

Socia Security. 

I g a lot of advice and comm~nts about my activities, all 

tn- fro.n "stay your own <_;w .... ~t self" to "any jackass ca!"! tak.c.. 

pie tu That one was on a p stcard Lhat d a. pictur 0 

a d sent after tht=::n"" were stories about. my goinq to t ..._ 1 

Ad p oto workshop out wesl~ 

Sowe people complainP.d a ter the p"lpers ran piclu e~ of t-he 

bir party for our gold n retrievt.~r, "Liberty." One c:tlled it 

a II 0 pooch p..irty," and a lot of oth rs w nted to know h , I could 

was ~ ood like lhat. while peoplP ~re starving. 

c ually, the pu.rt was no big deal. Liber gets lonely, so 
• 

l brothe,....s and si · tc•r .; COIT'.'' c om n u.rby Vi qL '">r to L 

~ +W- t<.·71-.J 
nlu. v. or1 d her dog f o~d into I- 3 0 c J~,g ' 



. 
tLR.. -f ltfl ~ 

0 .nbcr 

eyc-. " 

my 

wrote 

()._ r-zt_ --::7 ~ ,-<::f I 

I • , , . 
l 

i II 

c.: d ( 

y Ve som • re; onsibil"t-y becauh;e you are in th 

fd' er tripp~d on th~ airp1dne s~eps in Austria,~'-'-

me <lbout ways to avoid that. One man had a pat.fented 

kn brace he s id Dad should Wedr. Anot.her thought tne 'White House.> 

shou cl insist upon some sore of ramp or elevator, so that a Presld t 

wo 1 never have to go up and dovm stairs. 

l qet a lot of letters from young people, but I gue"'s the ones 

I J , 
best of all are from little kids. They're so cute and funny. 

S f lhem w._mt me to bab ~i .1..or them! 

the Washington are , so 1e mothers write me too. T~1ey read T. 

do e babysittin , and they s riousl offer me jc .;. Th y tell e 

lhA n 1•s <lnd ages of their children, and somethin~ about edch. 

u I've also been advi3ed not to babysit ul all 
e>re, 

b "you 1 re too ol.d. " 

S tim s t gLt letters from yo nq girls aboQ th r o fri nd . 

Th tant me to decid~ ".:.f h 0 t 1 y lik s me." TriuL' s , ouqh o. e 

to . ~u e by mail, not knowi 
uitl1 r Lh • girl or tt1 

I t. l 

caa' t d ciu for lh , b t now li 

h e to mr-> nd w 11tc; o 1 u· his thoughl 
l i d l 

nt r arG." 



'ng and lov 

s . 

1
' too strict" and h 

. " ~ere are lot 

1 ti 

c 

s not h py 

d never given her "real und 

of letters ti1at really tug 

at and th y're so frustrcitlng, because you're often powerle s 

to ~.9-

A lot of people \\rant ~o be "pen pals 11 with me, and I• v~ had 

1 s of offers for dates. Some say, "I'd just like to sit and 

r.a i th you." 

have to turn these dovm -- though if I had time, some of t-h.E: 

"p l" offers sound temptinq. Som<> are ~ intere ting. 

Tt1 <...,es don' t really interest me, b(~cause I h '-" my own fri nd 

t - I go out with. 

T re are leads of que tions about 11 what it'..; like t-o lire 

in he White HOU3(-'." tell l wm that I tr to -?just ( 
a l no l 

I 
te. q'r,'11 and tha !fbeing the President's daug:11t. r isn't as 

as 1 . th. ,$ i · 1 l' f , peop e seem to inK. I ive f persona i e -- schoo , 

s 'i:J.g, parti s, and gel ting to-;elher with fri. nus -- just li e 

T r vs have. The officidl thing.3, li. a.pp lrances, int r;i 

i , cut into my tim , o cours0. But t 1 ~· l (":6 f 

h 



l 0 

\ i w J? lnt~ 

wJ.s a lot of ani;:nal mdil when an erronnous story was 

pr.:! th t Liberty was about to have puppi s. A lot of people 

~A.DtP cne. But the story isn't ture, and it won't be for a while. 

We're goinq to wait until Liberty's at least two years old befo ewe 

. 
brc d .er, because females o~ her breed sometimes get hip dysplasia 

if t~ y carry puppies before then. 

: 

1 

m not always certain why people rite me. Somelim s they need 

h<ll ,....utting red tape and they think I c1n help. Sometimes th y 

jus 8 d a sounding board and choose me. And sometimes th 

lon , and feel a need to e in touch wi lh dnoth r h · ln bei 

On _ dy wrote me-> that she was alone and old dnJ frigh nea, c.1.c nq 

an o ~xation, and that it would hedrten he~ so nuch i. she go a 

le r r from me. 

For the most part, thouqh, there dre jusL. lo s o nice p >pl 

0. there who want the President's dauqh er -- who er sh~ is -- to 
OA..J M.v kno., lh identify with her and are very inler- sted in h~r/\fa.1 he 

and r. 

--
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