The original documents are located in Box 42, folder “Ford, Susan - Fur Coat” of the
Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.



Digitized from Box 42 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

Apnil 15, 2975

Dean :

Thank you for your Letter in which you expressed your concern for
the welfare of animals whose fur is8 used in making coats. You
will be pleased to know that yours was only one of many I received
grom other citizens who are equally concesned.

Let me assure you that 1 share your desirne to guarantee humane
treatment for all animals; and 1, therefore, was careful fo check
ﬁh the fwuiien before selecting the particular fur coat that 1

As {t was explained to me, muskrats are found throughout most of the
United States and neproduce at a very hapid rate. 1In fact, their
numberns multiply s0 fast that theirn dens often become overcrowded
making it necessary to "push out" many members who are then Left to
gace a sLow death by starvation.

Trapping, of cournse, helps prevent these muskrats from having to
stanwe Lo death, but then 1 questioned whether the method of
thapping was any more humane than starvation. 1 was assured that
the only traps used were the new Conibear traps that cause
Anstantaneous death and do not allow the animal to Linger in pain
and fear as do the steel jaw thaps.

Also, the thim for my coat came from a fox farm which, according

to the Humane Society of the United States, has demonstrated that

it "can raise and RILE animals in captivity without causing suffering
on fear.”

Thank you forn giving me the chance to explain my actions. 1 think
it's fust great that there are people such as you who are willing

to volunteer theirn time, energy and heants Lo protect our animals

and help thein Local humane societies.

Sincenely,

Susan Fornd
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A Bite to Eal, a Couple of Laughs and a Face Full of Ice Water

By Maxine Cheshire

\n incident which originally got the Chairman of
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Air Force Gen. George S.
ywn, into hot water caused another military man to
Anntead with ice water here last Saturdav nicht in

Vlﬁi

the audience with an ice bucket in his hand. Saying €1\ involvements was released by Sen. Howard H.

were shopping in New York last week.

The Secret Service checked the place out in the
morning and “Mr. Constantino,” one of the partners,
pulled some of his handsomest samples from the
vaults.
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I would like to commend R. Pum-

the editor on June 5

‘ey's letter to
neerning

/

\
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SusamFerd to Wear Fur Without Anti-Cruelty Proof |-

Susan Ford is getting a street length muskrat and fox fur coat from her parents,
President and Mrs. Ford, as a high school graduation gift. She is accepting the coat after
assuring an HSUS member that she would only purchase furs from furriers who do not use
pelts from trapped animals. What Miss Ford apparently doesn’t realize is that furriers buy /
their pelts at auctions where it is impossible to learn the origins of the skins. This fact was f
confirmed for HSUS by a spokesman for the American fur industry.

e

Continued on next page
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the purpose of fashion or decora-

President,

ton,

SUS approves of trapping, breeding,

Washing

aising or kill
n

s DV TN D O R

0
x


astilgenbauer
Rectangle

astilgenbauer
Rectangle





»
of
]

-="T0 EXTENP ‘

the principles of
LIBERTY

EQUALITY '
FRATERNITY |

4o non-humans
2s well 25
humans --

AT

«=T0 SAVE ANIMALS from
EXPLOITATION by HUMANS--
which ceuses them suffering

and deeth.

WHY should
SAVING them be

NECESSARY

- - because HUMANS
often act 3s

-I'L\ougk THEY were

THE ONLY BEINGS kL
4hat matter on

thie planet--

Humsne are the only 2

Fnimals +hat vpset the \

balance of nature, so

humanity's gurvival is
G

dependent upon the other
animals’ maintsining
--9nd TREPT the PNIMALS
ACLORDNGLY gt

neture’s balance.

S




O US'NG THEM TO
FiLL MNEEDS--

--FoR FooD. ..
even though plant
Crops--guch 2s
soybeans --
con give Vs
ALL the protein
we need +o
live on.

e
--FOR CLOTHNG... &
furs, hate, boots,
rugs --even though
synthetic materiale
can efficiently
serve the same

heeds.

————

\
\ MEAT.S% t

Ul

ONE RESULT:
THE NEAR EXTINCTION
OF ALLIGATORS, SEALS

© USING THEM FOR-
PAMUSEMENT-~-

--Fali ng them From

their native environments
ond shutting them vp
in 2005.

--in BULLFIGHTS,
COCKFIGHTS. . . where
%ey ore maimed, killed.

QI

\““l“\u
1,

N\

-3t RODEOS, DOG
RACES, where they are
L\uﬁ') exhausted. /

--stalking and
killing +hem for
SPORT.

L

Ya s e

JIi

(NoT +o mention all the
PETS ABANDONED To
DIE when their owners
no longer find it
convenient to keep them.)
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USING THEM FOR-
EXPERIMENTATION--

= ma\cin_g Hhem
STAND 1IN for
\v\uman bc’mgs
T0 TEST products,
Jrugs, Cosmetics,
ete., 1o see whether
or not 4hey are safe
for wa@n use.

Few LIVE VERY LONG, l Q(CDJ ?

--Students conduet
crvel fests on

‘LeprMING."

ONE RESULT: %}.

CONTINUED CALLOUSNESS

TOWARD ANIMAL
SLAVERY

=

GETTING RID OF THEM 1IN
ORDER 70 'CONTROL' NATURE

-- government programs
encovrage TRAPPING
and POISONING of
“pwl-” anim3ls,

--DOUNTIES offered
on certain species
’\'L\reahe_n them with
extinction,

- L\urfl'lns s encourased
4o BALANCE the
animal population in
ony given 3red
(leFt 4o themselves,
wildlife balence their
own populations).

oA =
ONE RESULT: g -
EAGLES, HAWKS, OWLS S
ON THE WAY TO 4

EXTINCTION. .fﬂ




"‘M" ‘H\ey ré
., ONLY

gus

< pnmns--

Q.r

--inferior 4o human 535"35 y
7 They can't REPSON /
(\—4 ’ﬂwe,y can't TALK /

/ /

i%@”

|
TLey can do OTHER 3

‘ﬂw'mgs) 4"\009‘\--;0»— (

instance, +lney Pfay 3
VITAL part in the
BALANCE of NATURE !

o

--That's RIGHT !

They CAN'T /

BUT-- NEITHER CAN A

/;

HUMPAN INFANT /!

N FALT--2n infant is
LeSS sble 4o communicate
wi{l: 3 grown human l'han .
£vll- -grown PoG or HORSE !

o]
bt

SHOULD AN INFANT'S EXISTENCE
BE CONSIDERED LESS VALUABLE

BELAUSE Of THAT ?--
SHOULD THE Amum—s?



ANMIMALS 35/c beings
/\ -}ka% can ALSO
C/ (7 &) SUFFER PPIN--

[/
L \\\ e *Pain” kappe,ne inside +he

brain--so it can't be DIRECTLY observed.

BUT-- you can SEE the 516NS of pain
in THE WAY people--and animals
(espe,cially 4hose wH'L\ nervous Systems like. ours)
REALT +o it

i

“

wvi"s

/l‘\ A

/D‘

treating ; __ yelping
m_;ured \ /)_ s
‘h.nderly
favori
[" ﬂ} ~\E\m_jwedn3
part

aa+m3 “5|¢‘Jf-"

wnfkmg

ESSENTIALLY--
the DIFFERENCE between

PNIMAL 5u-FFerin3 2nd HUMAN 5U‘F‘Ferin3
& that

HUMANS CAN TALK ABOVUT IT
@ and
= ANIMALS
’ W"f' (/ /
@\

al

[

W ite WRONG o inflict pain ona
humen being because he or she SUFFERS,
shouldn't i+ ALSO be wrong {ﬁ . %

4o do # 4o an animal 7




Even if animals
DIDN'T suffer,

WE STiLL DONT
HAVE THE RIGHT
+o treat living beings
of a different species
IN A WAY THAT
WOULD BE WRONG
o treat living beings
of our OWN species.

(This is called SPECIEISM )

FOR EXAMPLE:

putting animals +o the torture

and death of scientific experimentation
--which would be considered 3 CRIME
if done o @nother humen being--

no watter how unin+elli_9u~+

- wlﬂe-l%efr or not
we like 40 admit i+--

SPECIEISM
15 PREJUDICE

--The SAME prejudice
+that “gran‘\'s” hupran
beings the “right’ 4o
ENSLAVE
people Wi‘H'\ 72

different ﬁ%
co|areJ Skms \/
--or 4o
B%TGF-MINATE-
whole papulahons

who worship Y p

IF THESE ARE CRIMES--
why LESS OF A CRIME when
DONE TO PNIMALS 7



Ovur GREATER powers 2and skills
do NOT entitle us to 2 GREATER
CLAIM +o--
\\ X K o
the il
| RIGHT
TO LWE FREELY | —

withouot ™1 /—_

N

/O SVUFFERING | |

( \
'//'\\U

--THAN the ANIMALS who
were ereated by 3 Baing GREATER.
thon US/

RATHER. - @ For ALL creatures are
we must use our powers - important-- ALL moke the
RESPONSIBLY, extending . world 2 RICH WHOLE --
Compassion and RESPECT / OUR OWN happiness and
+o all other beings. quality of life depend

on #\&m.

¢

Centuries 3o, ety
LEONARDO DA VINCI wrote-- oz = g
S j}

The 4ime will come when people (' 2
oveh 25 1 will look on the murder

of animals 25 they now look- SS% /

on the murder of humans.

LET'S SpVE THE AMIMALS NOW--
before it +oo lote!

Join the fight against
CRUEL 2nd PBUSIVE +treatment
of animalgj birds @nd other crestures
by supporting the activities of
FRIENDS OF ANIMALS, INC.

I| West 60+h Street
New Yerk, N-Y. 10023

COMMITTEE for HUMANE LEGISLATION

QI10 Gixteenrth Street, N.W.
Waghington, D.C. 20006

Active member $10 3 year; Junior member $5 3 year.




Herels an
opportunity
+o become

2 real
FRIEND of ANMALS /

Distribute thie booklet in your community,
Copies are available 2t cost from:
FRIENDS of ANIMALS

|| West 60+h Street
New Yorle, N.Y. 10023

PRINTED ON PAPER CONTAINING
RECYCLED FIBERS.
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Susan )th‘_s Fur

WASHINGTON (AP) — Su-
san Ford is getting a fur coat as
a high school graduation gift
from her parents.

She has picked out a street-
length muskrat with fox trim,
her mother's press secretary.
Sheila Weidenfeld, said Tues-
day.
A New York furrier, Constan-
tino Christie, came to the White
House to show coats to the
President’s daughter.

While they were looking over
his samples, a white mink
capelet caught First Lady Betty
Ford's fancy. She is hoping the
President will give it to her for
her birthday April 8. Mrs.
Weidenfeld said.
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By CLEVELAND AMORY
President of the Fund for Animals

Must We :
Use Torture Traps to
Get Fur Coats?

The common steel leghold trap inflicts brutal punishment on
wild animals caught in its jaws. But now a new and more hu-
mane trap makes its use unnecessary

ond thoughts about fur coats. device called a pan. When an ani-

TomY, woMEN are having sec- cocked open by a small triggering
Actress Mary Tyler Moore mal steps on the pan, the spring is





