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STEVE FORD 

Tuesday, October 5 

Hamlin, Texas 

Town meeting at High School 
(gave remarks and took Q&..~) 

Reception at local church 

Abeline 

Lions Club Luncheon 
Press Conference 
High School Rally 
PFC Headquarters 
Shopping Center 
Food Tasting Festival (38 restaurants cooked specialties) 

Wednesday, October 6 

Fly to Austin, Texas 

Rally at University of Texas 
Press Conference 
PFC Headquarters 
Shopping Center 
LBJ Library 

4:45 pm Arrive Dallas--Texas International #920 
Press conference at gate 

7:00 Visit Dallas Republican Headquarters 
5010 Greenville Ave. 

8:40 Photo opportunity in Suite at Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport 
Marina Hotel 

Thursday, October 7 

10:05 Arrive St. Louis 
Press Conference at Airport (Lambert) 
(May be on a noon news show) 

6:30 RNC Dinner -- Belair Hilton 

Friday, October 8 

6:40 am 
7:15 
8: :JO 
9:00 
to 9:45 

10:00 am 
11:00 

Quincy, Illinois 
Local farm for breakfast with farmers 
Downtown to processing plant 
Interviews 

Departs Quincy 
Arrive Pittsfield, Illinois 

• 

Digitized from Box 41 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



~· '· , Steve Ford 
--•_ .. tr.iday, October 8th (Continued) 

(Pittsfield) 

12:20 pm 
12:40 
1:10 
2:00 
3:15 
3:45 
4:30 
5:00 
5:45 
6:30 
7:00 
7:45 

Go to local farm 
Take a tour on horseback 
Lunch at private home 

Public rally on Courthouse 
Depart Pittsfield 
Arrive Winchester 
Arrive Jacksonville 
Arrive Waverly 
Arrive Auburn 
Arrive Pawnee 
Arrive Kincaid 
Arrive Taylorville 
Arrive Stonington 
Arrive Blue Mound 
Decatur 

RON in Decatur, Illinois 

Saturday, October 9 

8:00 am Arrive Cerro Gordo 
8:30 Arrive Bennett 
9:00 Arrive Montecillo 

10:00 Arrive Champagne 
12:00 Arrive Rantoul 

1:15 Arrive Bloomington 
3:30 Arrive Pekin 
5:30 Arrive Lincoln 
8:00 Attend Boy Scout Jamboree 

Lawn 

in Lincoln 
9:05 Arrive Springfield en route New York 

Sunday, October 10 

Attend Peter Frampton Concert 

Monday, October 11 

Columbus Day Parade, New York City 

·~ .. :· 

City 
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Li~~O~~ ~r.V~LOPXENTAL CENTE 

Hr. Williara W. Nichol::;on 
Director, Scheduling Office 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

May 27, 1976 

~lij Scuth State 
l;ltlCQI.N, ILLINOIS 62656 

11 hons 735·2361 { ( 7 

RE: ''Spirit of Seventy-Six.· Camp-0-Ree '' 
Your Letter dated 4-23-76 

Dear Mr. Nicholson: 

Thank you for your response dated April 23, 1975, with reference to 
our invitation to President Gerald Ford to attend the "Spirit of 
Seventy-Six Camp-0-Ree" sponsored by the W.D. Boyce Council, Boy 
Scouts of America, · .in observari.ce of ·our n.::i.tion 1 s two hundredth 
anniyersary and honoring W.D. · Boyce, the fomider ·of the Boy Scouts 
of Arnerica and a resident of the great State ~f Illinois~ which will 
b·~ held at the Lincoln Developr:1ental C·~ntcr (Annex) and the Rail­
splitter State Park at Liccaln, Logan County, Illinois, on October 
8, 9, and 10, 1976. 

Since President Ford will not be able to attend, perh3ps he could 
send one of the Cabinet Members with an Eagle Scout background as 
his repre:;entative such as Defense Secretary, Donald . Rum.sficld, · to 
appear on our program Saturday ev~ning, Octob~r 8, 1976, at · approxi­
~at~ly 8:00 p.m • 

~v~ would be most olC'!ased to have the Cabinet Member as our gi.isst at 
dinne-:: that evening at the Ca@p-0-Ree Headquarters. 

Wa would be abl~ to provid<:: tra~3portation from the Sµringfield 
Ai:·?ort unless arrangements were n::tda to travel via Air Force and 
use a helicopter cithe-:: from Sp:-ingfield or Chanute Air Base to 
the Cump-0-Ree site. 

Yo11r early response would be appreciat~d. 

_ _, 

'l 

. ·:.-'; ·/ 

. I " • ._ - .: .,· . '· ·_. ;· ,, . 

Sincerely, 

. ~~-,_.._ ~~~ 
Ger·"' d "-~~­
Gen _ral Chainaan 
S?irit of S~venty-Six Ca~p-0-Re~ 
L'i.ncoln Develop:nent::i.l Center 

... . . . .. .. :. 

,-.:·- ·' 
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JOUHN \L STAR. Peoria, Sunday, Octobrr 10, 197& 
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Message Clear ·.··,.: : 

· ... · ~~~~~Wt' s if ,~~~Zi~~~j~{IJi.~~~~.~~!!~es f1 e•:~ ~~ ~0.~~~'.~~~{t:~~!~f ! 
PEKIN - Under an ivory, 10-gallon. ·~!>\VbOY '~'. )'..;~ ; ·::· · ,"lf~ii91s iii a 'st~te \~e 'can wln," Steve says I? a fying his position o.n Eastern Europe," \he anlm~ 

hat strolled the tall, blond youlll. ' · quesHoneL "Tl~e polls show we're moving." science m~.Jor at C~l1fo1:nJa P~lytech1~c.al Unlvc, 
In America's West, he'd be just another cow- , On to tho Tazewell County Republican head- sity ~~id ... what he m~an.t wa.s that C\e~ ll~CJug 

poke, among the horses and cattle. quartcrs, .where, In a two-minute stay, he again thcre s nulitary. domhwnce b) the nus!>ians, lht> 
~. shakes most or the hands, Ulis time of those seek- pcCJple's o.wn beliefs.·. are that they have a tu:c i.p1 r~ 

But in Pekin, hearll{lnd of corn and soyPeans and a nalionaUsm ' 
instead of the wide open range, the youth looked , . l.ng local olfice. · ~ 
ut t plac 1 11 h h 1 I d 'th · Thi h be · ti I h. th ks r When a~ked when ,hls father mlght nc ·t .M .. o o e , .. espcc a y w en e m ng e w1 1 - s as en ie pace n .1s rce wee· •O coming to. Illinois, . Steve , said; '." I have enCJtrgij 

,,. :·: ,i the "Establishment," clad ln.i;ult~ ~hd ~t~s:~t, <r. ':·'i ;·~J_c~mpalgiling In H1e _Ro~lcy Mountain states. Aides \ trouble keeping track of my own schedule w~t~o\}.t 
\.,'.~.',f'.·.· ··-' ·.,~.':,·· · ... · . ~>nESlDE~T·. fORD'S ybtlng· est son, · ·steve,·':.i ,.)'.;~ .. sp.y he bn~ .. ~, 7 .• ~.119. -!~.1\C.)J)O~ill~ homle t.rlp plam.!cd.,_ln l I , j ,.,, h _ • ·- _ . ! ~· ,, the Weal _, . w~rryt1,ig about 't~e_r~ •. 1~ ~ ?

1
0 n~1 tp ~·~ ... -~.~···II 

/! · looked like he didn't belong; but Ills messagc·was--r::;-e{ 1 'II''" ,. : · -:.· ~'fF~ . 1 "' 1.~ ·- ,.: : .... · • I · '.· In addition ' to Steve, sister Susan, 19: and 
\~ clear - "I'm here to·represcrit'my father, vote for "·; ;"', . . ". What's 'more . <Uffleult; riding . the campal{,'11 . brat hers l\llke. 26, and Jack, 24, arc also hilting lll4 
· , ' · him." · · ·. , . · trail qr1bucki11g:a horse? 

The 20-year-old bronco buster breezed through 
an hour of campaigning· hero yesterday, between 
stops at Illoomlngton and Lincoln. And those were 
just some of the eight stops he made throughout 
Ce11tral Illinois. . · ' · . ' , . 

campaign tra il. ) 
"BOTH OF TllEM, you get bucked off once in Jack crc11ted sornc w:ives when he adm.Jt!Ld he 

a\vhlle," he repUes quJckly, almost as If it's re- smoked marijuana, but Steve says it lrn&n't hu1 
hearsed. the campaign and instead shows that U1e Camtly 

, "T~s.campaignlng is a temporary thing. It's a &pe:1ks the truth. Although some or hls friends hav~ · 
, way to· pay back my father for sQmo of tl1e things trie?. po!, St~~e .s~~s he never has. , . , . : .• · II 

!' , His first engagement here was at the ded.i- · ': , he's donelor me.<.' 1;. ,,~ ·: ' . "· . 
. cation of the First National Danie of Pekin, and . ·.·_ :,.·dut' wiien Nov'. 3' c"iimes, I'li saddle up and . THE nnOAD-SllOULDERED youth aJsq , 

: sitting between U.S. Rep. Robert II. Michel, R-18th ride off Into the sunset.., 
1 

• tuure·d the Dirksen Research Ccnt~r ?nd s,1\ · ~ 
. Dist., and bank director Charles Gagnier, he . , . " picture or the former U.S. Senator and h.ls l~!hcr1 · 

; seemed slighlly uncomfortable. , ·When the presldentlal limelight turned on. the , beneath a po1trait or Abraham Liucoln. . i · i 
. Somehow, sitting there with his pointed-toe Ford family, there were r\?ports CJf soma inte111:il " ~ly father told me to stop in and learn a ht llo 

. boots, and thecked sportshlrt, it seemed like he strife. nut Sieve now says thut although U1e family history ol an CJld friend. I even saw some pictu1 c~ 
dismounted at the wrong location. was worried and scared for the President at the or the Ev and :Jerry show." ,, 

l h 
- time, the ordeal has brought them closer together. '· ' 

But t 1ere e was, complete with a Secret . 1 • • •• : • : , • , • • • • On his way out, as often occurred In lib stor\ 
Service contingent, and he managed to shake , ·•.·· . \.'He's a very ~aslc, shnplo man who believes here, a woman sporting a Ford-Dole l>ullur\ 

·'. hands with most of the 200 people In attendance. · · · 1' ..in strong prll}clples," .. says Steve, who admits he . grabbed his arm and said, ' 'Tell your ra lh1.1r t~ 
". Would he tather have remain~d at the Illinois .\'. \ ~mst .. ~' <l spokesman .for !\ls father. And as . a hang in there. We're \\oith 11.lm." :' · - . 

. " State or Illinois Wesleyan homecoming football '1 . spokesman, he mu;st ta~~ ~~.c ~ou,gh; ~~es~?ns when With that, he was ushered onto the rear scp.t o -." 
· · games? After all, father Ford was wljtchlng the ,. the Pr.esldeut blui\5ler:\. 1 · • 1 ' • · an auto by the S€cret Service and wh!skcd off lnt<J. 
, · pigskln in Texas. .:· ·' .' 44!\lY FATIIEH made a' mistake of not clari-: lite sunset. · · : · '· ! · : 
~-··---.:...·-·--·-· _, -·· __;___;.._---·-.:.'...__--~- . ,, ..L----'" _______________________ ..... 

.. 
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SNIPPING the ribbon which concluded 
dedication ceremonies Saturday afternoon 
for the new First National Bank ;md Trust 
Company ·building at 111 N. Sixth street is 
Pekin _,!ayor William·waldmeier. Shown, L 
tor .. ;!re Charles Gagnier,"presrdent of First 

e 
• 

) 

. . ~ ~ . _,..a-- ~ i·· 1' y·- · 
;:.' ~~ I ~ ~. ? -
. ~:) . 

An I ndepend~ni Newspaper - Tazewell Couiir/s Only Daily 

PEKIN, ILLINOIS, MO~DAY, OCTOBER il, 1975 

·1 
. .. . .. l 

~ rge· ·I .:l.il . · 1 

National; Rep. Robert Michel, R., of the 18th 
Congressional District; Waldmeier; Atty. E. 
B. Groen, chairman of the bank's board of 
directors; and Steve Ford, son of President 
and Mrs. Gerald Ford. See other photos on 
pages 2, 7 and 8. 
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f~~~~a.~.rrt's ;f'.S?n,~~fa~~}~1i~t~i~~~~Et~es fle~·d, O~i ~)~ten,t~~.; K~~ff 
PEKIN - Under an Ivory, IO-gallon co\vtxiy "• .("" ·:· ',"lli.ln¢t's is a 'state we ·can win," Steve says to a fying his position o.n Ea~tern Europe.". \he anim11J 

hat strolled the tall, blond youth. · questioner .. "Tl1e polls show we're moving." sCH!n<.:c major at Cal1fonua PulyteLl1nical Un Irr? 
In America's Wesl, he'd oo just anoU1er cow· .On I~ ihc 1·azewell County nc:pulJtlcan ltcad- sity s_niu ''.\\ llat !1e 1.nc-;wt WJS llidt cvt.u ihuui;h 

poke, among the horses and cattle. quarters, where, in a two-111i111ite stJy, he again th.c:
1
re s._uu~t;;_ry.,~1~~ 1:1.t!l•Lc Li)'. !lie ''..i.':. 1a 1 ~~~ '.;ir 

Shal<eS nlOSl Of the hands, tJtiS tin1e 0r !hose ~;~(!k· jJCLplC :> OWi! Celi.J~, alt: Iha! lhl!y haVC II fl LC• • ll 
But in Pekin, hearll(lnd of com and soy.beans m· g local office. and a 11al1011aUsm. \, 

instead of the wide open rnnge, the youth looked , 
• c f I · 11 I 1 I d h · . 11 h I I I · I ' r \\'hen asked when his fa ther might nc~t 114 out o pace . .. espcc1a y w wn ie ming c wit 1 T 1 s as been t le pace n us t 1rce weeks · o coming to, Illinois, . Steve said; ."I have en(Ju~~ 
. .1' the "Es!abli~hment," cla~ ln,sull$ ~hd ~1~.s :; t. , 'J '.''! :\~.campalg11J11g Jn the.Jto~k.y Mow1tnin stntes. Aides trouble keeping track of my own schedule w1tlwiit 
, : . , l'JlES'D'•'Nf ... f• ORD'S ybu'ngcst son, "'ste' ve, · '.' 1"' say he hn~ ~ 7,00Q·n.ll. 1. ~ .. rn,,or .. 11e .. hom,e t.rlp plam .. 1ed 111 . h . 1 1 . . 1 "~ ,, '· 

' .,.,, ti w t .. worrying <tU<JUt 'Y _wr:p , 1~ ~ go.111g, p 41:'.• i, .1,.. •• •~·".' ,.1, 
·-' ·"

1 
!0okcd like he didn't belong, but 11.l!! message· was·· ;:,-,: , '~IC ' e~. ·:··. ,r· , ! ~ I . • . ' r ~- In addltion to Steve, sister Susan. 19. an<! 
clear - "I'm here to represent my fnther, Vl>te for ' . .. \' ".·· What's i more difficult, riding the campaign . brothers Mike. 26, and Jack, ti, arc al:-,o hll th1,. tllq 

··' him." · . · · . . trail qr. buck1ng·a horse? to 

campaign tra il. 1 

The 20-ycar-old bronco buster brcezcJ through "BOTH OF TllEI\I, you get bucked off once m Jack creowd snme waves whft1 lie atlnl.ill• ol t1 ~ 
an hour of campaigning· here yesterday, hctw~n awhile," he replies qulckly, almost as 1f it'~ re- 5111ol:cd nwnjuana, but Steve says ii ha5n'l 111111 
stops at !31oomlnglon and Lincoln. And those were hearsed. the campaign a11d instead !ihuws lhal U1t! ram11~ 
just some of the eight stops he made throughout "Tills.campaigning 15 a temporary thing. It's a speaks the; truth. All hough so111e of his friends k11·q 
Qentral Illinois. ' . · ' , way to·'pay back 111y falher for sqmc of t!1e thmgs tried pot, Stc~c s~ys he never has. J 

His 'first engagement here was at the dedi- ., !· , he 's done tor me. ·.' ; '_,) · , . , . · 1 
cation of the First NaUonal Bank of Pekin, and ' ' · · · • .. ·." THE IlROAD-SUOULDEflED y9ulh als1j 

·."But when Nov. 3 comes, I'll snddle up and · toured the Dlrk!'>cn Re;.carch Ce11tcr and i.aw 11 sitting between U,S. Hep. Hobert H. Mict1cl, R-18th Id. ff 1 t h t" · · 1 
r e o n ot c sunse · ' 11i!.:turc uf the former U.S. Senntor and .In hl,hr'i

1 Dist., ancl bank clirector Charles Gagnier, he 
, seemed slightly uncomfortable. When the presidential limelight turned on. the . l.;cncath a fJOrlr;iil of AlJraham Ll11Lliln. , ; 

. Somehow, silting there with his pomted-toc Ford family, there were r9ports of some internal "lily father to!tf me to slop in · 11d k;.up J lii '.l ti 
. boots, and checked sportshirt, it seemed like he strife. But Steve now says that although Uie famlly history or an uld !ne:n<l. I C\en 53W some 1j!('t•J11'.i 

dismounted at the wrong location. · was worried and scmcd for the President at the of !he J.o.:v and 'Jerry shuw .. 
r time, the ordeal has lJroughl them (' oser togc~hcr. 

But there he was, complete \\1th a Secret . 1.. . . . . . . • . · On 111s way out, as often ocrnrrcd in l11s ~t.Jn 
Sei'vice contingent, and he managed t(} shake . 1 ....... \'He's a very basic, slmplo man who believes here, a woman sporting a Ford-OQle l!uttl11{ 

" hands with most of the 200 people Jn attendanc~. '1 1 ..ln strong pr!qclples,".says Steve, who admits he . grabbed his arm and said, "Tell your f:lt hur to 
, Would he rather have remrun~d ·at the Illinois :;-·'.'\ ~ust . be . a spokesman .for !Us father. And as . a hang iu there. We're with h.lm." . : :1 
·• State or Illinois Wesleyan homr.coming footb:ill · . spokesman, he 1~u.st t_a~~ ~h.e ~ough questions when With that , he was ushered onto tho rear se11t rif · 

· games? After all, father Ford was watching the ,. the Preside~it bl.mdm~. . . . 1 ' · an auto by the Secret Service ancl \\ llJ~kcJ orr into'. 
pigskin in Texas. · "MY FATUEI! made a' mistake or not clari· : the 8unscl. ; 

----· --·----- __ , _. --~-----"--- -·- ·-·---·---·- ---·-'-·---- - 1 ~ ·---·------------------------ --------
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oyGREGDE.i7 
~ \ e Ford loo.<co ;:hu•:t 2s 

.. ' 'XI as a 20-yea;--.-,,,:.: u d 
· _ :-:;:ected to look ·.;;:eel" Lie 

-·~.:iuse his fa ther -. .. :i .;; :'J.1-

... : ~ :or president, yo1,:;.,; ;;·orrl 
'"~i s:tting in a row of :.,t!i.LJt 
,i: ·n at the dedic.::ition oi ~'1e 

. . -~·· 

TilO Deoria 
r.ew ~~lrst Nat:onal BJr.k anJ h:s knee. Ford 5m::ed and 
Tn.st C;,. at Pekin. , listened 't:er.tively . 

The·otcer ffit!!! were b;1nk ··r campaign m wa•::; L':at I 
di:•.!Ctors ana poirncia.1s and don't wea a coat atJd t!e ar-d 
wor.! blue or grJy suits. I'm pretty relax~'! .:i:1d have .'! I 

Fore 'was a colle'5e ;;tuder.t gc<:d ti~e." Ford e:<plabed at 
and cowboy and wure a plaid a press conference later. 
shirt .:tnd t'.vo-tor.e boots, Pt'CP· '-The reason I'm o•Jt c.'.!m­
ping a big white StetsQn ha t on paigning is for my fat.her. It's a 

. -~-= i, 

chance for me to pay him back 
for all the things he's done for 
me, " h e said. " It's a 
temporary situation. When 
Nov. 3 comes, I".! sat..!Cle up and 
ride oii into the ;ur.set." 
. Steve Ford, youn~est son of 
Pr<>S:ce:it Ford, is an animal 
sc:ei':ce stucent ac California 
Polyte<:hnicai Cnive::-sity and 
has ger.erally kept a low pro­
file, studyir.g nnd riding horses 
out West, during his father's 
residence ·at the White House. 

But during the last six weei<s 
before the election, Ford has 
switched from horse trails to 
tbe ca.TDpaign trail. 

In Peki.'l Saturday, one o! his .1 
numerous Illlnois stops la t ,. 
week, h. e attended the bank I 

·dedication, stopped at Re­
publ ica·n campa ign head- j 
quarters and toured the Everett 1 

M. Dirksen . Congressional ·I 
Leadership Research Center. j 

He stood between body 

1 

guards and a Dirksen bust as he 
greeted dozens of guests inside 
the bank. He observed in si- · 

·Jenee as Dirksen Endowment 

Steve Ford, 10-gallon hat at bis side, makes 
·a point with his hands as, he answers 
_questions at the Dirksen research center in 

iund head James Unland and 
library director William .Mc­
Cully showed him thru the 
Dirksen exhibits. Everywhere, 
he smiled a . lot, a broad, 
chipped-tooth smile on a sun­
reddened face. Peldn Saturday. , '· ... 

PW Kl N DPttt.V 
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Ford was followed around the 
Dirksen center by a small band 
of reporters, curious adults, , 
autograph-seeking teenagers : ! 
a:id excited little children. He J 

was generally unhurried and I 
obliged about everyone. 

Reporters asked him about j' 

his father's - Eastern Europe

1 

', 
debate flap and about his own ~ 
personal life. 

•·on. the Eastern European I 
question, I thin.I{ my father. 
made a mista:<e in not clarify- · i 
L'lg his whole stand on it, and he I 
did Llter on. What he was trying 
to say was, even tho there is­
milita!"'J dominance in those 
countries of Europe, that 
military dominance- by the 
Russians does not suppress the. • 
nationalism by the people, their 
own country and their own free 
spirit." 

Asked about the 'vote-getting 
value of his own campaign, , ' I 
Ferd said, "The kind of cam­
paign Tve been running bas· I · 
b~n a local campaign. It goes · j 
to areas mainly where can- ·1 
dictates don't get to. It goes to -
areas where I t1)ink the people 
there can see, get a closer' 
messa ge· from the can­
didates." 

Ford, generally open if not 
absolu tely ·responsive In 
answering questions, drew the . 

. line y.ihen asked if be had a 
girl1rienci "I don't a."lswer that 1 

kind or question," he saJd,..._J 
smiling. - - · · 

. - .. ~ 
He was also asked to com-

pare the merits of the cam- l 
paign trail with those of ridin.g 
traUs. He laughed. 

"Weil, !n t:oth o~ t.':~m you get 
!:iudred ott once n a -;-o1~l! ," be 
·:1'.d. 

~ .. :.:. 

. 
J 

rmcnitt
Rectangle
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SNIPPING the ribbon which concluded 
dedication ceremonies Saturday afternoon 
for the new First Nalional Bank and Trust 
Company building at 111 N. Sixth street is 
Pekin Mayor.William Waldmeier. Shown, I. 
to· r., are Charles Gagnier, president of First 

National; Rep. Robert Michel, R., of the 18th 
Congressional District; Waldmeier; Atty. E. 
B. Groen, chairman of the bank's board of 
directors ; and Steve Ford, son of President 
and Mrs. Gerald Ford. See other photos on 
pages 2, 7 and 8. 
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BY SHIRLEY COFFEY 
New home or First National 

:ank and Trust Company of 
~'ekin, which occupies the 
square block bounded by N. 
Sixth, N. Fifth, Margaret and 
Ann Eliza streets in downtown 
Pekin, was dedicated at 4 p.m. 
Saturday, in a ceremony at­
tended by a group or guests 
from this area as well as a 
number rrom out-of-town, 
which included Rep. Robert 
Michel, fl ., House minority 
1 hip and representative from 
the !Olh Congressioirnl District; 
Steve Ford, son of President 
ancl Mrs. Gerald F'ord; Mrs. 
ftuth Elu llcher Schimpf and 
Mrs. Grrtrude E hrllcher 
Surman, daughters or !he late 
Henry M. Ehrlichcr, who 11·ns 

I 

' 
president of the bank from 1923 
until 1940, and WUiiam Harris, 
GOP candidate for Illinois 
Secretary of State. 

Master of ceremonies for the 
. event was James Unland, a 

member of the bank's board of 
directors. He Introduced young 
Steve Ford, who sat on the 
speakers' platform and stayed . 
thruout the dedication · 
formalities, later entering the 
bank's main lobby to greet 
guests before going lo lhe 
Everett M. Dirksen Con­
gressional Leadership Re­
search Center for a press 
conference. 

Pekin Attorney and former 
Slate Senator E. B. Groen, 
chairman of the board, pre­
sented members of the board of 

directors and noted that the 
bank was founded as the 
German-American National 
Bank nearly 90 years ago-on 
Aug. 10, 1887-by a small group 
of businessmen. The bank's 
name was changed to the 
American National Bank in 
1918, and in 1956 it was re-

. named the First National Bank 
and Trust Company of Pekin. 

Unland then introduced 
Will iam Troutman, vice­
chairman or lhc board, as "the 
man who has borne · all ·· the 
headaches involved with con­
struction or a new racility--lhe 
acquisition.of the site, the long 
period of developing plans for 
lhe building, and the actual 
construction and occupation of 
the structure.'' 

•\ . ' 

Troutman, who rioted that a 
bank Is not just a facility for 
lending and safeguarding 
money, but an establishment 
which contributes greatly to 
community and business de'.­
velopmenl, said that the new 
bank building will be a catlyst 
for Pekin's downtown de­
velopment. "Today's· e(forts 
rumu tomorrow's achieve­
ments," he declared. 

Mayor Wllllam Waldmeier, 
who snipped the ribbon -which 
officially opened the new ' 
building, said that lhe edifice 
demonstrates there is a "good 
feeling for the future here." 

Rep. Mlchel, In addressing ' 
the assemblage, recalled that 
In the 25 years he has been 

(Continuer! on Pase 3) 
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STEVE FORD, at center. son of President and Mrs. Gerald 
Ford, attended dedication ceremonies for the new First National 
Bank building Saturday afternoon. He is shown with Charles 
Gagnier, at left, president of First National, and Gagnier's 
brother, Wally Gagnier, at right, who came from Kankakee for the 
event. They stand in front of a huge bronze bust of the late Senator 
Everett M. Dirksen, which occupies a prominent position in the 
main lobby of the new bank edifice, where it will remain until it is 
installed at the Everett 1\1. Dirksen Congressional Leadership 
Research Center. The bust was sculpted by the late Carl Tolpo of 
Stockton, Ill., who also sculpted the statue of Dirksen which 
recently was dedicated on the lawn of the Capitol Building at 
Springfield, and anoth~r which will be placed at.Washington, D. C. 
Mr. Tolpo died last Sept. 25. His wife, Lily, and his son were 
present for Sa~urday's dedication of the bank building. 

' .. 
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By GREG DENT, 
Steve Ford looked about as 

relaxed as.,a 20-year-old 
1
col!}d 

~ exnected·to look und$ the 
cL.-cwli:s~. \._./ 

Because his father was run­
ning for president, young Ford 
was sitting in a row of adult 
men at the dedication of U1e 

• 

d ide 
to 

new First National Bank and 
Trust Co. at Pekin. 

The other men were bank 
di~tors and politicians and 
wore blue or gray suits. 
1 FQ¢' was a college student 
andtoowboy and -~laid 
shirt and two-tone b:<'<>ts,_$rop-· 
pin~~ig white ~ton 

• e rz 
his knee. Ford smiled and 
listened attentively. 

"I campaign in ways that I 
don't wear a coat and tie and 
I'm pretty relaxed and have a 
good time," Ford explained at 
a press conference later. 

"The reason I'm out cam­
paigning is for my father.Jt's a 
chance for me to pay him back 
for all the things he's done for 
me," he · said. "It's a 
temporary situation. When 
Nov. 3 comes, I'll saddle up and 
ride off into the sunset." 

Steve Ford, youngest son of. 
President Ford,..'is an animal 
science student ·at California 
Polytechnical University and 
has gener:illy kept a low pro­
file, studying and riding horses 
out West, /Clwg his father's 
residenctat the White House. 

But duni· g th~ last six weeks 
before th election, Ford has 
switched rom horse trails to 
the campaign trail. 

In Pekin Saturday. one of his 
numerous Illinois stops last 
w~k, he attended the bank 
dedication, stopped at Re­
publican campaign head­
quarters and toured the Everett 
M. Dirksen Congressional 
Leadership Research Center. 

I 

H~$.tood between body 
gu¥ds and a Dirksen bust as he 
gr~tep Qi)zens of guests inside 
the~- He observed in si­
lence as Dirksen Endowment j 
fund head James Unland and I 
library director William Mc­
Cully showed him thru the / 
Dirksen exhibits. Everywhere, 
be smiled a lot, a broad, I 
chipped-tooth smile on a sun- '\ 

J dened face: · -
, ord was followed around the 

ksen center by a small band 
of reporters, curious adults, 
autograph-seeking teenagers .\ 
and excite<j..-ijttle children. He 
was se!Jerally unhurried and \ 
obli~ about everyone. , 

· ~t:teri ''asked him about 1 · 
biS father'S'" Eastern Europe . 
debate flao and about his own 
- -rsortai<;;~ · 



}{:; ~>·~ -. 
"un~the Eastern' European 

niestio.or I think my father 
• ade a"IIN$lke in not c!arify­
ng JT.s-whoie stand on it, and be 
lid later.OO:-What he was trying 
.o ~say w.~-even tho there is 
nUif.iiry\ ~ominance in those 
·ountries "·of Europe, that 
nilitary dominance by the 
'{ussians d~s not suppress the 
~atlonalism by the people, theit 
•wn countr:y.;and their own free 

;p~~~ a~~t the vote-getting 
::Jue of bis own campaign, 

:-ord saict,...."Tbe ldnd of cam­
laign I've been running has 
:.een a local campaign. It goes 
.o areal ...mainly where can­
iidateS dbri't get to. It goes to 
ireas where I think the oeople 
here can-· see, get a ·closer· 
nessage from the can­
iidates." 

For<l, generally open if not 
.ibsolutely responsive in 
msw~ring questions. drew the 
Jne_,iWhen asked if he had a 
~lfrfend. "I don't answer that 
:tiru:I ,of question," he said, 
/. r • 
,iniling. 

He-· was also asked to com­
-fare. the merits of the cam­
?alin· trail with tho e of riding 
'.rails. He laughed. 

'Well, in both of them you get 
'.lucked off once in a while," he 
i.aid. 

• 
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he~e. Watching approvingly· is Dennis Graff, 
who ran as a Rona)d Reagan delegate to the 
.Republlcan convention, but now is campaigning 
for the President. · 

:vE FORD HERE FOR FATHER. Steve 
1; youngest of President and Mrs. Ford's 
children, pins a campaign button on Janis 

is, a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority at the 
rersity of Illinois; during a campaign stop 

I . ----.--·---- .._.., - ---:----
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By ED BORMAN their own countries. Military 

01 The News-Gazette suppression can't hold those 
Rugged, blond 20-year-old feelings down." 

Steve Ford came to Urbana Truces 
Saturday and proved to be a He said, "T think taxes are 
modest but firm young man the biggest lhing in this cam­
who is decisive in explaining paign. '' He explained: 
why he is proud of his father. "In choosing between Mr. 

The youngest of President Carter and my faJher, in 
and Mrs. Ford's four children· terms of Improving the 

· didn't duck or even hesitate on economy, one man is 'going to 
any question after he arrived do it with taxes, and the other 
at Champaign County Repub- is going to do it with stimula­
lican headquarters with a big · tion and incentives for jobs. 
smile, ~n outstretched hand "Mr. Carter wants to create 
anJ personal greetings of "Hi, government-type e·mployment 
I'm Steve Ford. " where the taxpayers pay the 

One of the first questions salaries. My father wants to 
was about the President's re- give tax incentive to the pri­
marks about Soviet domina- yate sector. They are paying 
tion in Eastern Europe. Young 48 per cent of their profit now. 
Ford replied: . "Give them tax incentives 

"The way I see It . land the 'so they can modernize their 
way I understand what he Industries and create ·jobs. 
me1rnt, it was a misun: These are long-term jobs, 
derstanding. he didn't com- good jobs, and they are not 
pletely explain the situation. cos1111g the taxpayers a cent. 

"It breaks down to this : "Instead of raising taxes 
Even though there is Soviet and creating· jobs Lhat way, 
domination of East E uropean why nor give them tax incen­
nations, that doesn't suppress tives and let them create jobs 
the feeling · of those people for that will'last a long time?" 

Presl~ent }i'ord was "my 
~~ -'--..'.---~--~---" fnther" · in every reference, 

and the son said: 
"Look what kind of situation 

this country was in two years 
a gf). It took a leader like my 
fad1e'r to bFing this counrrr 
out of It. It was moving back­
ward. Inflation was up to 15 
per · cent, unemployment wns 
very high. This country ha:; 
made & Jot of urogress in two 
years." 
Changed Mind 

Stf'UP ,,.,...,. '1t'\i' ... t hor.· • 1""1•·1 1 _ .. 
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·l · r .. 
pared for it." He changl'd his 
mind after he went to th~ na­
tional conventiou in Kunsas 
City. 

"T s·aw in Kansas City hew 
involved he was and ho w 
mu..:ll it .meant to him. And it 
sc<1red me a little bit to see 

·what this coumry Is heading 
fol' if he didn't win," he said. 

"My father never asked nny . 
member of rhe family to cam­
paign" for him. it was all vol­
unteer.'' 

1-~c.! :.idded, "He had a pretty 
big smile on his face wheu I 
asked him." 

As ·an exnmple of the way 
Steve is campaigning, he 
scheduled 22 stops in Illinois 
in two days, most of them in 
smaller communities. 

Asked if he sometimes dif­
fers witl'J his father, he re­
plied : 
· "I can say T'm. probably 
more of an environmentalist 
than my fa ther is. But my 
father is in a position as pres­
ident where he has to be able 
to look ar both sides of the 
issues. 1 

"I think he's come across 
with good legislation, some 
smart legislation, like in 

· terms of mining. Instead of 
writing a blanket bill that 
would cover e er y state in this · 
country, he wa11ts to get the · 
Stutes lo w1 He tlwu· µw n bills, 
administen g and regulating 
th ·ir own 1 , u:m ies. lu11ta11a 
js differ.:nt lhan Wyo1.1 ing, 
anrt w~·un11i11' is tlif1erent than 
KtntLJcky, Pen11sylvani1! or 
New York: Ltlt thc1.1 control 
thPjr An"· ;Y"'l,f u t " 

and I a re both wArk lng · o 
that, and J think we're n akin 
some heartway. My father · 
in a position where he can't b 
pro-env1r<iBI11ent and he cc.n 
be pro-indusrry. He's got t 
find a fine line that will nel 
both of them".., ' r ~ ' 

Qualified? 1 • • . 
uut:s ne reet quaj1f1ed 

speak for his· f11U1er on t 
campaign trail? 

"If 1'1n going out and ca 
pnign for my father, I'd bett 
know wl.nt the issues ·are ai 

.know where he stunds. If I ILi 

into son ething where I don 
know where he stands, I ca 
him up and find out." I" '' 

Steve explai11etl he Is ' ''be 
ween a fresh man anli • 
sophomore" at Califorpla Po\ 
Stute University, where he ' 
stud ying animal science, pr 
duction and nutrition. I 
dropped his registration' th1 
fall to campaign full time. 

He said he has no interest i 
a poli tic:: I future, explaing: 

"Tliis is the -closest 1'11 ·eve 
get to politics, and I'JU !ioin 
it for my father. it's a ch11nc 
for me tv pay him back for ,a 
the thing~ he's done for lne, al 
my life. After Nov. ' 2~ I' thin 
I'll saddle my horse and rill 
off in LO t ~ e SUIJSt!l. 

"It's been a good education 
but I Wflnl to get back o'n 
rnnch, gc inti> agriculrurc, an 
make a I Je out ol tJ1at." 

As for the election, "Hope 
fully , we'll win. if we do lose 
we're wi.mers too. We get ou1 
fatl1.:-1 Gi1ck for more time al 
home. r,1y mother et~ mor 
tim-> with mv fofl ,,,~" 
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