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Project Proposzl TO

American Revolution Bicenternial Administration

April 9, 1975
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Derr Verna:

Thanks very much for all your interest and help. Be talking
with you soon.

v =
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/// Proposed

Dennis Stroy, an accomplished Washington sculptor, is near comp-
letion of .a five-year project to create the natidn's largest
work of African/American, wood hand-carved sculpture.

‘The sculpture has been carved from an oak tree donated
by the District park department. It stands 22 feet high, and
bears an intricate design of Black faces and figures.

It is proposed that Dennis Stroy present this remarkable
piece of sculpture to the country as a Bicentennial Project,
on July 4 (estimated completion date); and that the Bicenten-
nial Administration fund all necessary costs for completion of
the Project, 'including its removal, transportation and display.
It is the sculptor's desire that this work, known as the -
"Family Tree of Hope,"-he permanently exhibited in an area of
the District of Columbia where it will receive maximum public
exposure; and that a plaque with the artist's name and brief
explanation of the work be a part of the exhibit.

Background

The "Family Tree of Hope" was conceived by Dennis Stroy in
1969 as a long-term project that would ultimately be donated
to the city of Washington, D.C. His original objective,
which has remained unchanged, was to portray the unity of a

Black family. . -
{ 5 ‘-"LM

Stroy perceives family unity as the single most important
source of strength and hope for members of minority groups. *{wféz
Recognizing that economic and social factors of poverty tend e e
to pull apart minority family ties, he has created this tic
sculpture as a representation and monument to such unity. {E}°¥:§§“
; NSy
This concept has taken on added importance to Stroy US ol&
during the five-year project period because of the unity and
support of his own family, all of whom encouraged him in the



completion of the sculpture, often at their own personal
- gsacrifice.

To date, the entire cost of the project has been
shouldered by Dennis Stroy and the Stroy family. During
the five year period, an estimated 3,650 man-hours were
invested by Stroy alone -- the equivalent, in prdfessional
sculptor fees, of at least $73,000. 1In tools alone, he has
invested more than $1,100; -an additional $750 has gone into
misceéllaneous supplies and materials. (Appendix A)

Completion Costs / . . S

There are a number of essential 'completion costs' that must
be incurred as this project reaches its conclusion. Those
that can be estimated at this time include $1,468 (Appendix B)
for finishing tools and preservatives for the sculpture,
Lights will be necessary so that Stroy and volunteers who will

assist in the final 'filing' can work at night, in order to :
meet the July 4“deadllne.‘(‘ﬁ\c5 was Lased ow Biceadsiricd 5‘-’_63U*‘® )Dcz&'»blul

In addition, there will be expenses related to the re-
moval of the tree from its base, transporting it and perhaps
temporarily displaying it, and creating a permanent foundation
and plaque.. '

Long-Term Goals "
Dennis Stroy's eventual goal is to instruct others -- primarily
minority group children -- in the art of wood sculoture. His

own experience has been that developing such a talent can quite
profoundly and positively affect young lives.



* e LIL LR

In Stroy's own words, "Sculpture teaches you tolerance
and a much greater understanding and awareness., It has put
me in touch with different people from all races, who share
a common appreciation of art.. I think this appreciation

exists in .all human beings."
.To communicate the importance of family unity to minority
to instruct others in a valued, centuries-

group members , .
These are

old art . . and to improve the quality of life.
the goals of Stroy's "Family Tree of Hope."
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Dennis Stroy, Jr.

Work Experience

8~73 to present:

9-72 to 8-73:

12-70 to 9-72

3-70 to 9-70
3269 to 6-70

1968 ~ 1969

1966 - 1968

Family Tree of Hope project

Contracted by Sacred Heart Academy,
Washington, D.C., as art instructor;
and by Federal ‘City College as
Extension Program instructor.

Also presented a six-week demonstration
in wood sculpture for Compared to What,
Inc., a nonprofit arts cooperative.

Visiting Art Instructor, Howard Univer-—
sity and George Washington University,
Washington, D.C.

Also contracted by the District of

" Columbia Department of Recreation to.

teach and lecture art in public
school system. ‘

Directed and taught wood sculpture
program for Summer in the Parks,
United States Park Service

Instructed in wood sculpture for
The New Thing Art and Agriculture
Center, Washington, D.C.

In cooperation with James Gadson,
worked under contract for the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(supported by Smithsonian Institute
and Ford Foundation) «to carve a tree.
in YResurrection City".

Served as apprentice sculptor under
James Gadson, New York City. Provided
free art classes for children and
lectures-exhibits rat Harlem Hospital,
Stoneybrook University, Columbia Uni-
versity and wWalt Whitman College, NYC.




-

Professional Recognition

Local Television:

Local Newspaper: ;

Awards:

Exhibits:

1969 appearance, "Panorama," WTTG-5
Washington, C.C. -

197k & 1972 appearances, "Harambee," |
WTOP Channel 9, Washington, D.C.

1969-1973 feature & major feature
articles in New York Times,
"Portfolio" of Washington Star-
News, Washington Post, The
Afro-American, The Atlantic
City pPress and "Art Gallery
Magazine.,"”

lst prize, sculpture/ 10th Annual
Atlantic City On the Boardwalk
Art Show, Atlantic City, N.J.
(5/70)

lst prize, sculpture/ Atlantic City
National Indian Summer Art Show
(10/71)

 1lst prize, sculpture/ D.C. Department

‘of Recreation Annual Art Show,
Washington, D.C. (6/72)

lst prize, sculpture/ 12th Annual
Atlantic City On the Boardwalk
Art Show (7/72)

Present, Holston Gallery, Washington
11/73 - District of Columbia lst Annual
City Celebration
9/73 - . 7th Annual Community Art Hap-
pening, D.C. Dept. Recreation
12/71 -~ Mayor's Office, Washington
10/71 — Capitol East Natatorium Art Fair
10/7L - Octoberfest, Van Ness Centre
12/70 - Georgetown University, Washington
6/70 - 1970 Sumner in the Parks Expo
at the white House
1969 - Corcoran Gallery of Art, Wash.



in the TFamily ‘iree of Hope"

April, 1970 to April, 1975

N

5 straight chisels - 1" 36.00
5 straight skew, chisels - 1" 36.00
7 straight gouges - 1/2" 50.40
7 straight gouges ~ 3/4" 50.40
8 straight gouges -~ 1" 70.20
5 straight gouges - 2" 75.00
5 short bent (spoon) - 3/4" 35.00
5 long bent - 3/4" 50.00
5 long bent - 1" 55.00
5 short bent -~ 1" 50.00
S5 fishtail - 1/2" 35.00
5 fishtail - 1" 50.00
5 parting (V) tool 1/2" 35.00
5 parting (V) tool 1" 50.00
100 leather tlpped hanédles  200.00
20 wood carving malleéts 50.00
5 hand wood carving kits 50.00
5 India Gouge slip stones 25.00
5 combination bench stones 28.00
5 hard Ozark stones 25.00

25 gallons pure raw Linseed
oil 375.00
$%,48l.00

plus additional costs of lighting;

transpoffation & misc. materials.
(eppros. #?WD)

W Hours: 3,650 hours @ $20/hour = $73,000
\ 73k or
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sovendix B
e

Completion Costs Required to Finish
the "Family Tree of Hope"

April, 1975 to July, 1975

Files: Rasps & Rifflers

(S0, S, G, S,

#R20 : 25.00
#R21 25.00
#R23 25.00
#R25 25.00
#R26 . 25.00.
Brushes §
10 #Fs-1 ] 20.00
5 #R68" L 20.00
5 #HR10 12" : 20.00
25 1b. pure beeswax 255.00

25 ga. pure raw Linseed oil 375.00

Subtotal/815.00

Hand ligﬁt 150.00
Flood lights (est.) 200,00
Misc. costs* . 300.00
$1465.00

* to allow for price fluctuation & breakage; for heating elements
needed to apply beeswax at site of carving; transportation

costs for 'filing' volunteers.
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MASTER CALENDAR FORM all é-ppiicable items. Sce back of form for other items and -
instructtons.

-

Aruvny LAl '"""i I e | y
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April 24, 1975

Verna E. Clayborne

Program Officer

American Revolution Bicentennial
Administration

2401 E: Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 290276

Dear Véi'na:

I'd just like to restate my offer to assist you in any way
possible. with the Dennis Stroy *Pamily Tree of Hope" project

: Slnce our meeting on April 4, Dennis has been working -
almost daily on his carving, looking toward the July 4 deadline,
The tree is beginning to take on many of its "finished” charac—
teristics and is a most remarkable and impressive work,

Verna, I'm.quite excited about this project, both from the
point of view of Dennis Stroy as an artist, and what I think it
will mean asaa minority achievement and permanent symbol, X
know you are, tco.

I'm sure either Donna or Dennis will be speaking with you
soon. Again, if there is anything more you need in the way of
- .written materials and so forth, please cdon't hesitate to ask.

Best regards,

= Michael Rawl
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/ This % g 18 foot section of oak tree is being sculpted by noted
Washington artist Dennis Stroy, with the cooperation of the
(park service).

His estimated time of completion will be mid-summer. At that
time, the sculpture will be presented by the Stroy family to the
city of Washington, D.C. for display as the country's largest
example of African/American art.

More than five years of individual work have gone into this
sculpture, with all expenses met by Dennis and the Stroy family.
By mid-summer, however, several substantial costs will be
required to complete the sculpture.

Foremost among these are preservative bees' wax and varnish for
its surface, and the costs of severing, transporting and mounting
the sculpture at its final destination. This will require
approximately $ ;

Contributions are being solicited at this time. If you would
be generous enough to help underwrite this project, send contri-
butions to:

Dennis Stroy Sculpture Fund

(appropriate address)

or visit with the artist during his daily working hours.

Thank you for supporting this exceptional project.

The Dennis Stroy Sculpture Fund
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Hi Doﬁna:

Couple of thoughts. First, I got the impression from Dennis
that he wants to donate the sculpture to the city. If
this is so, it's very newsworthy. :

You'll need to doublecheck this, tho, before we try to get
any publicity, OK? Let me know.

If we can go with the donation angle, I think we might put
up the sign before you get cowverage, so the media can help
or not, as they see fit.

Also, it's important that the Fund have credibility. Perhaps
you or some established trustee (an institution, school?)
should head it. In addition to raising money, the Fund
should also discuss with the City where the sculpturxe is

to be exhibited.. . what sort of plagque will be provided . .
how much of the cost, if any, they will share, and determine
the overall expenses before putting a price tag on the sign.

The purpose of all this -- as I see it -- should not be to
raise money for Dennis, but to get him recognition for his
accomplishment and as a talented artist. 1In the long run
this will be much more important and lucrative for him.

Finally, I've compiled a brief media list for you to work
from (add others you know) and also one of people I know
personally. Yours is enclosed. Approach should be, first,
what he's doing and why; some personal & family background;
the fact that, shortly, the sculpture will be completed.

Let me know when and we can start trying to get coverage.
I think some good will come out of it,

Best
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To stand beneath

a stately tree

that has withstood

the sun, rain and wind
for years

and let its thick,

green foliage

shade me

is a most quieting time.

In fall,

when colors abound,
no rainbow can rival
the beauty of trees
in autumn dress.

And in winter,

bare branches
against a cold sky,
coupled with
contrasting green firs,
make the loveliest

of landscapes.

God’s handiwork
is all about us —
our forests

declare His work.

— Betty Ford

1N )l

This is the first of what we
hope will be a series on
favorite trees. We asked
Mrs. Ford and several for-
mer First Ladies to tell us
their favorite tree. Mrs.
Ford said she didn’t have
a favorite—she liked them
all—as you can probably
tell from her remarks here.
In forthcoming issues of
the magazine we will run,
at irreguldr intervals, com-
ments by other First Ladies.
And depending on reader
response, we will follow up
the “First Ladies” series
with the Favorite Trees of
other prominent people.

—EDITOR



D-2 TheWashington Star

Friday, August ¥, 1975

Carving Up a Family Tree

By Judy Flander
Washington Star Staff Writer
Arising figuratively from the mud and lost dreams
of Resurrection City is a 22-foot-high wooden statue
celebrating the family and the hopes of man. It is the
t;mel;ﬁing work of Washington fculptor Dennis Stroy

S R s s O s T S s A e e

has spent more than 3,600 hours on the “Family Tree
Hope,” and $7,000 in tools and equipment, much of it
lm?srovised because the handles of ordinary carving
tools are too short to work a medium 30 inches in
diameter. They've been makeshift and difficult to use.
Now Stroy hopes to find “‘someone as good working in
metal ae I am in wand’® ta hand.faros cnma tanle tn
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FIRST LADY'S FILES

Sovember 3, 1975

Dear Mr. Fishs

I received the attached
correspondence regarding the “Pamily
Tree of Hope” preiject proposed forx
Bock Creek Park. I°d be iatsrested
in knowing the disposition of the
mo

Thank you very mmch.
Sincerely,

Sheila Rabb Weidenfsld
Press Secxetary to Mrs. Forxrd

Mr. Manus J. Fish

Director

Batiomal Capitol Parks Serviee
1100 Chio Drive, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20242
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PIRST LADY'S FILES

« Hovemberxr 3, 1975

Dear Donna:

Thanks for your letter. It
was good hearing from you agaim.

I've written Nr. Pish aboat

Sincerely,

Sheila Rabd Weidenfeld
Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford

Ms. Donna Merritts
Intermedia, Inc.

1730 M Street, N.W.
#802

Washiagton, P.C. 20036

cc: Mr. Manus J. Fish
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