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OUTLINE OF 'I'HE PRESIDE~J'I' ' S HAl."\JDGUN LEGISLATION 

The President ' s Handgun Bill would : 

e Ban the import, domestic manufacture and sale of cheap , 
highly concealable handguns -- ''Saturday Night Specials" 
which have no apparent use other than against human 
beings; 

e Restrict the issuance of Federal licenses to bona fide 
gun deal ers ; 

e Restrict multiple sales of handguns (authorizing the 
purchase o f no more than one handgun within a 30-day 
period) ; 

© Impose a 14-day waiting period between the purchase 
and receipt o f a handgun, during which time the dealer 
can check to determine ·whether the purchaser may law­
fully own a handgun; 

G Require the dealer to take reasonable steps to ensure 
that the purchaser of a handgun is not prohibited from 
possessing it un_der State or applicable local law; and 

© Require the imposition of a mandatory iv.inimum term 0£ 
imprison~ent on any person convicted of using a handgun 
in the corr.mission of a Federal offense. 

The President ' s Handun Bill would not: 

e Require a Federal license to purchase a handgun; 

a> Require .that handguns be registered with .the Federal 
government ; 

e Prohibit law-abiding citizens from possessing handguns; 

a Authorize the Federal government to keep records of 
everyone who .buys handguns ; or 

& Apply to possess ion of long guns. 
.. .. 



• 

N·- 4 

integration , Se nator John Tower (R- Tex .) s aid Mo nday . AP , UPI , 
NBC, CBS (1 0/27/75 ) 

Presidency: News 

Ford To Nominate New Ch i ef Of Labor ' s Wage And Hour Division 

President Fo rd intends to nominate Ronald J. James, a 
Chicago attorney , to be administtator of the w2qe and hour 
division of the Labor DepartLent, sources annoui=iced Monday. 
J~u =s will succeed Betty Southard lurphy who became National 
Labors Relations Board chairman last Feb1uary. -- UPI; (10/27/75) 

~tty Ford Predicts Morn Interest _In Handqim Control 

First Lady Betty Ford has predicted increasing public 
interest in contr.olling the use of handguns . "I think thaL. 
handgun cont·rol is going to be a much more popular issue no1v 
Hith all the things that ha.ve been happening, not just. referring 
to my hu.sb2nd r;nd his experience," she said Saturday after. a 
speaking engagement jn Cleveland. -- UPI (10/27/75) 

Administration: Nm·s 

Gho~L Of Zi qler Haunts Ron Nessen 
(.MurielDobbiil; excerpted, Bal tin1oresun) 

Thirteen months ago , Ronald II. Nessen, the new m1i t2 House 
press secretary of the new Ford adrtinistralion, said he hoped for 
a "trial reconciliation" with reporters rendered sullen ana sus­
picious by the dishonesty dispensed by the Nixon administration 
during the \·latergate scandal. 

Unfort~ atel •, instead of becoming reconciled to each other, 
Pr sident Ford's press secretary and the \foi te IIouse press corps 
appear to be on a collision course, a situation unlikoly to 
expand public understanding of presidenLial policies. 

Briefings at which the v.icws of the President of the United 
States arc supposed to be elicited ~na represented to th . 1a't­
ing world ar0 rapidly degenerating jnto a daily exchnnge of 
kindergarten in:ivilities. 

'l'he press corps, ga t.h<..!red for tllc aily pounce, firs~ 
qroaned, then heck ed. Not on1y ve .... e Mr. Nessen's fforts to 
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JJASHI"JGT0 .1 <UPI) -- BETTY FORD PREDICTS THERE WILL BE INCREASING 
PUBLIC P'T Qz;:,T I' T HE ISSUE OF H!\NDGUN CJ NTROLS. 

"I THI 
1
K TPO.T PA· 1S GU 1 CO. T RO L IS GOH1 TO 13!!. A MUCH MORE POPULAR 

ISSU'<: '1~ ,/!TH ALL OF THE THI ISS THAT HAVc Bee~ HAPPENIMG , NJT JUST 
Pf.f _q I. ,. T'J MY p SBAND A D HIS EXP-RIE c~ , .. SHE s.~ID SATURDAY . 

MRS . FO,C ADDED THAT S HAD N~ F~AR AEJUT H-R HUSBA S ' S PLANNED 
oETU TD CALJfQqf'IA , HERE HIS LIFE PHVIOUSLY '·IAS IHREATE ED 8Y T\10 

·' 'l '" C R 1 YI , G H ''t' GU' S . " I Tlll 'K THAT M1YTHI 1G CA~! HAPPE'~ ANY PLO.CS Ar~D I HA E NO FEAR 
-r-LLY AS FAR AS CALIF')R 1 IA IS co~Jc:::RN~D," SHE C'.)MEJTED AFTEK A 

SP AKI 1~ E..lG. GEM~' T I CLE
1 ELA~D . ' -:. . F RD DID ! ClT STATE H"i1 O?l 10·1 0. HA~lDGU LESISLATIOiL 

P TT' 1T F::>qD '.)?POSES r:: PC':ISTRATION . 
Tl E U. S . CO FE.RE 'CE OF AY)..,5 , ¥1!:0 •1H1LE , MO\/:!. T::> DISCREDIT THE 

p~ ITI AL PQT_ 1 CY 0F PRO - GU~ LClEEY . 
" 'IST QF THE ALLEGED ATIQ .. t;L ~HFLE ASS CIP.TI'.)J IJICTORI~S VC:R 

0 
LITIC"L f') S C .~· TT'i IBUT~D T) FACTORS QTH...:R THA TH~ ISSU.:. F 

~ 
1
'' r;n It'.\ LS," T 'E A 'tJRS ' C'J ~ERl<''C~ SAID I A 63- PA -E STUDY 

~rL tw~D 0 -R TH~ W~ K~ 
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- -

l 
5 A 




