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A Theme of Thrift~ Simplicity 
For The White. House Tree 

By Maxi,ne Chahire 

Patchwork, the ti1raI Amel°i'!an art form that empha­
sized thrift 'Ind recycl1ng, will be the "economy" theme 
of President and Mn!. Ford's Cbri6tmas decorations at 
the White House tfils _year. 

Handmade ornaments fashioned from snippets of silks 
and satins and brocades and moins will hang on the 
Blue Room tree wbidl 'W'llS decorared this weekend and 
i's scheduled ~be 1µWeiled todly. · 

Blue moire mgs; lined in patcllwork, wB.I circle the 
tree, according 1o W~ fiorist BHl Dove, Who de­
signed it. In addition, there. will ·be silvery-grey dried 
arrangements of California-grown statice end Blllall, 
hendma9'e wooden roys bangitJg fn>m the branches. 

Everythfog incorporated inro the design has been 
made 'by eraft8men ·and senior citizen groups fillrough­
out the country tnd repre&ents recognition of traditional 
values of simplicity and thrift. 

The Fords chose the old-fashioned, homemade theme 
to contrast with more . ostentations Christmas displays 
of the past. 

With thi's in milld, they decided earlier fuis year 
against using the talents of J. Lkiden Penoock, the 
Philadelphia hortieldturist who was brought to the 
White Holl'Se by former PresMent and Mrs. Richard 
Nixon. 

Pennock, 'W1Jo was originally recommended to ~ 
Nlxons by a member of the duPont .family, ts one of 
the "status" floral deeigners among social register fam· 
ftie6. 

The Fords had the White Hoose usher"s office notify 
him right after Labor Day that Clhey had decided to 
'"simplify'' this years Yuletide decor. 

Dove, Who 'had worked on state Department parties 
with social secretary Nancy Umimerding before she 
moved to the White House, was asked ,ro create some­
thing that wouid seem more fitting ·tn these aust~ 

spaces•i was a consultant on both the Rockefeller's 
apartment in Manhatt.an and their house in Maine. 

The Rockefellers may decide ~o bring someone like 
· Johnson down from New York to help with the designs. 
But Mrs. Ford's staff thinks the Rockefellers may be 
,very impressed with the "undiscovered" talent of the 
Navy's decorator, Ken Murray: 

According to Nancy Howe, Mrs. Ford's personal 
assistant, Murray's work is so impressive that she is 
trying to persuade him to "moonlight" and design a 
new dihing room wing for her own house. 

The Special Prosecutor's office has subpoenaed the 
insurance records of former President and Mn. Rdehard 
M._1'fixon, including policies carried on fur coats owned 
by hes; and her daughters. 
, The interest in furs owned by the, Nixon women is a 

mystery to fashion writers who have covered them 
through the year. The' family's total investment in furs 
which they have. worn publicly since 1969 has been 
modest. 

The only fur anyone knows about that has never bee~ 
photographed is .a sable wrap, a gift from the Russians, 
which New York furrier l..eo Ritter remodeled for Mrs. 
NiXon while she was First Lady. 
, But that sable w~ nearly 20 years old, according to 

.Hlltter, who was reached by phone last week. It was a 
present from the late Nikita Kruschev in the 9509 he 
says; and ·there was no law m thoge days -prOlllbitJng its 
acceptance, The Foreign OOts and Decorations Act, 
which makes such gifts ·the property of the U.S. Gov­
ernment was not passed until 1966. 

The only other fur Ritter supp1'ied for' Mrs. Nixon 
while her husband was President was a white mink 
jacket which she ordered for the 1972 Inaugural She 
paid for it herself, by personal check, Ritter recalls. 

Nixon bought his wife and daughters Persian lamb 
coats for Christmas after his election ,in 1968, but they 
were nQt made ·by Ritter and· the designer was never 
disclosed by the White House. 

times. -
If and when the Nelson Rockefellers get ready ~-"· 

move into the new vice presidential residence on the ~!:'! 
Naval Observatory grounds, ~e Navy has waterco.lor · 
sketches in readiness to make their interior decorating . · 
decisions easy. · · 

A civilian interior designer employed by the NavJ . 
has prepared renderings of· the various rooms ~o show· 
how they would look in various color schemes and 
furnishings of differe¢ periods. 

The mock-ups of the dining room, for instance, show 
how it would look with a .Chippendale table and chairs 
versus a Queen Anne table and chairs and so forth. 

The design suggestio~ were originally prepared for 
First Lady Betty Ford when she was. getting ready to 
move in as the first Vice President's wife to live in the 
81-year-old Victorian mansion. 

Mrs. Ford chose traditional backgrounds, in keeping 
with the age of the 33-room house. 

But the Roekefellers, whose tastes are contemporary, 
are expected to want something more austere-perhaps 
white walls-to show off their collection of modem 
art. 

Architect Philip Johnson, an advocate of "purist 

Digitized from Box 35 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



UP-060 
ADD 1 BETTY, WAbHlNGTON CUP-055) 

MRS. FOHO vllLL ACCEPT TWO MICHIGA N•GRO~!N CHRl5TffJAS TREES FOR THE 
~HITE HOUSE YULETIVE ~Et~OM ON FRIDAY. 

ONE OF THE TREES 1.:, ;., CONCOLC1~ FIR, 19 1/2 FEET TALL AND 12 FEET 
H' D IAl-IETt:.H AT TEE bASC:, \; P !CH "JILL :;;2 PLACf~D L~ THE BLUE ROOM A ND 
WILL 0E THE GLITTERINJ FCCRL POI I OF THE C~RIGTMAS DECORATIONS IN 
TH£ t£XECUTIVE MALSIO~J. 

THE Tkt:.E ~;AS CUT FROr1
: THI:: FrlO'JT YARD OF •i~S. OLllNA GARDNER OF 

£11AYVILU.:, MICH• MH5. GARDNER DO~IATE·.1 THE THE~ TO EDwARD COLE OF 
1~YVILLE WHG lb THE NATIONAL JRA~~ CHAMPION GROWER FOR 1974. 

COLE., HIS WIFE MW TUO !JAUGhTl:.R::.l, LINDA COLE, AND MRS. LAURI 
dATZEH WILL ~ELIVER THE TRfi TO THc N~RTH PORTICO FRIDAY MORNING. 

ALBU G~IrG DELIVER~D IS A 14-iCCT LJLUE SPRUCE FOR PRE~IDENT AND 
l1l\S. FORD WHICH y,Ii..L EE PUT IN THi: PH!VATE F'AN!LY QUARTERS OF' THE 
~mlTE HOU:;i!-:. 

UPI 1'~-0 .. 12:41 PES 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA~;l-!INGTON 

Residence Christmas Tree 

The National Christmas Tree Growers 1 

Association has selected Mr. Edward Cole, Route 1, 
Mayville, 1'1ichigan as the National Grand Champion Grower 
for 19740 

The tree is aconcolorfir, 19 l/2feettalland 
12 feet in diameter at the base. 

Delivery to the White House will be made at 10:30 a. m. . 
on Friday, December 6 by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cole 
L:inda Cole (daughter) 
Mrs. Laurie Batzer (daughter) 

Mr. Cole is a former Sanilac County Agricultural 
Agent who now operates a 100 acre tree farm and teaches 
8th Grade Science at Mayville, Michigan. 

Mrs. Ouina GardnE,~ayville, Michigan -- The tree 
was actually cut from her front yard and she is donating it to 
Mr. Cole and the Association. 

Mr .. & Mrs. Donald Chard, Snover, Michigan. 

The Chards, friends of the Coles, are furnishing the 
vehicle and trailer to transport the tree from Michigan to the 
White House. Mr .. Chard operates a 500 acre agriculture farm 
and maintains a dairy herd of 60 cattle. 

A 14 foot bh1e spruce for the President and Mrs. Ford 
is ;: . so being delivered. This tree \v ilJ bf pk.c-ed i...., th·.' We~ t 
!Ia!l of the family quarters • 

. . 
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September 10, 1974 

Dear Mr. Cole: 

Plea•• accept oar co111ratulatione on being named 
wiaaer el The National Chri•tma1 Tree Grower• A•1octation'• 
annual competition. 

Don McNeil baa alao informed u you llaYe generou•ly 
offern to provYe Ute tr•• for the Blu Room of the White 
Houe. From pa1t aperience, we laave determined 
certain b&1ic requirement• unlit be met •u to tile .. 1, .. 
eitutiea we Jaave t..re. 

If poaaible, we wo.W like te laave one ef tlae following ·­
Blu Spruce. Enaleman Spruce, DcMaalur Flr. Concolor Fir 
or a 1'ra1er Fir. 

We wouW hope you could provWe u• wiUa a apeclm•• 
h'M, completely aymmetrical, 10 feet tall. 

A• we aeed to cover tiae ba•• ol the tree aad to provide 
for poealble damaae la traastt. plea•• •end 1everal 1ar1• 
braacb•• from a matchina tr ... 

Pr••• in.quiri•• or , ... u... relatina to publicity 
1bould oe referred to Mra. H.t .. MeCala Smith (102 • 456-1614). 

•look forward to mfftiaa J01& la December Ht, of 
cou••· we will be la coatac:t aeveral Um•• prior. If yo• bav• aay 
que•tion, pleaM call an• (Area 202 - •S6·16H. 

Mr. Edward Cole 
Route 1. Mayville, Michi1an "8 7" 

cc: Helen Smith j 
Don McNeil 
Irvin Williams 

Slaeer.ty. 

Ila Scouten 
Cldel Uaber 

l 
I 
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For immediate release 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 1974 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford will accept the White House Christmas Tree as 
it arrives at the North Portico Friday, Dec. 6 at 10:30 a. m. 

The tree is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and 12 feet in 
diameter at the base. It will be placed in the center of the 
Blue Room. 

The tree was grown in Michigan and was selected a year ago 
by the National Christmas Tree Growers' Association. Making 
the presentation to Mrs. Ford will be Edward Cole of Mayville, 
Mich., who is the National Grand Champion Grower for 1974. 

Accompanying Mr. Cole will be his wife and two daughters, 
Linda Cole and Mrs. Laurie Batzer. Mr. Cole is a former 
Sanilac County Agricultural Agent who now operates a 100-acre 
tree farm and teaches eighth grade science at Mayville. 

The tree was cut from the front yard of Mrs . . Ouina Gardner, 
also of Mayville, who donated it to Mr. Cole and the Christmas 
Tree Growers' Association. 

A 14-foot blue spruce for President and Mrs. Ford is also being 
delivered. The tree will be placed in the West Hall of the 
Family Quarters of the White House. 

# # # # 



For -immediate -release 
Friday, Dec. 6, 1974 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

UPDATE 

Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

Mrs. Ford will accept the White House Christmas Tree as it 
arrives at the South Portico Friday, Dec. 6 at 11:15 a. m. 

The free is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and 12 feet in diameter 
at the base. It Will be placed in the center of the Blue Room. 

The tree was grown in Michigan and was selected a year ago by 
the National Christmas Tree Growers' Association. Making the 
presentation to' ~rs. Ford "\vill be Edward Cole of Mayville, Mich. , 
who is the National Grand Champion Grower for 1974. 

Accompanying Mr. Cole for the ceremony: 
-Mr. Cole's wife and two daughters, Linda Cole and 
Mrs. Laurie Batzer 

-Mrs. Ouina Gardner (The tree was cut from her front 
yard in Mayville and donated to Mr. Cole and the 
Christmas Tree Growers• Association). 

-Sen. Robert Griffin (R-Michiga:n) 
-Rep. J. Robert Traxler {D-Michigan) 
-.Mr. and Mrs. Donald Chard of MaYvi.lle, ·"Mich., 
who furnished the vehicle for the trip. 

A 14-foot blue spruce for· President and Mrs.; Ford is also being 
delivered. The tree will be placed in the West Hall of the 
Family Quarters of the White House. 

# # # # 
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t:hristmas T;ee· Is Hit 
B1 Carat White House .. 
WASHINGTON. 'Dec,., 6 · 

(UPI}-The state. of Michigan. 
presented b: 1974-.· Wbjte'· 
jiouse Christmas tree-\·to· · 
~ Ford: today. " ,. -

Less than an hour later, 
1 congressman's aide ran into 
th2 tree with his automobile 
In the White House driveway: 
''Oh, the sun blinded. me. 
Oh, yeah, · I really like i 
Christmas trees," said Wayne I 

t"'' Hose of Arlington, Va.: the I 
driver who is an aide to· Rep. 
~esentative J. ·Robert Traxler, 

J
" Oemocrat of Michigan. The 

' '· giant fir tree was not dam-
aged. . 

. . ~ 
N. ~.1:~~ s 1'J.h( 1£1 
. f· 17 
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Presj"ent .. 's . T~e.e 
. · The ·White House chtjStmas. tree 
• ~ 4eli-.red from Michigan yes­

. t~.ay·.~atterwal'd ~~nearly 
~ La._dy.~.Foi'd re-

. .teivelf"tlf~'. ~foot fir •II•( s~d. she. 
was' ·~'to have a .-MicJ)jg8Jl · 
tree 011 oait. ·first Clu'Utmas in tlt'e 
\\lhit~·eome~'"me· Fo~·'artt from 
.Mic:hi1an. ·"'After tbe ce"'mony .a 
co 'Ollal -'"1e bit the tip o( th,e 
tree~ bis~' The tree was reip.. 
fon:ed..J'or '·its iziP with.a -steel i:od1 'Wbi~~ the- right·)ead!i$ht 

;or the car• bu( protected: the tree. f· ' 

Mrs .. Font;saKt she and tbe PreSi- '. :. 

\ 

•dept 'plan•:to llold ."~te ~ few 
panieS, .,_duriJtg, the p~Stl11&S I) 

..holiday~~; but the ".first fam,ily 
plaJrii.ip' ~kitng in vau. Colo .• Qll 

~s~j,· 

. Tr,ufffe 'Pf o~p·ects 
'J)'uffle Jov'ers take heart. There's 

a cOiisortiuon being formed in 
.~m Califomia tO: sniff put t~ 
~ fuops tbatgainronomes 
C911Sider "tbe (liamo~ Of the kitch­
en ... The consor{ium. headed by 
Henry Trimie.~·board chairman ot 
the Wt;lls Fargo Mortgag~ eo:, and 
finlui.c1er Ralp~ Stone, has acquired 
rights to 15,000 acres. north of Santa 
Rosa, Calif., iri rolling hills like 
those .iii ~taly :and France where 
truffles abound. "This could turn 
out to be a ·dud or a million-dollar 
~ndustry ,'~ ,Trione says: Truffle 
prices vary; between about $100 and 
$2QO ~ POu~d. Encouraged .by re­
poks tilat' an Qregon botanist h~s 
discovered a handful of the aromat-

-:1¢ delicacies, the consortiqm has 
ordered two ·sbarp-snouted truffle. 
hounds from Alba. Italy,. at $300-
each. · 

---..-.----'-------·--·-··-·-
' . _,. 

. . . 
' 

..... • • • ' A .,. 

-Ster:~ Pbo!Oif&pher .io.pb SilVVUl&ll 

Mrs~ Ford, Edward Cole and Mrs. OutDa 
GarcJper ~Ith one of the two Wbtte House 
ChrlStmas crees after It arrived yesterday. 

- -·------
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-AIBociated Press WIREPHOTO 
Decorations Shown 
Mn. Betty Ford pv~ repo*1's a preview of tl!e White House 

Christmas tree Taelday. ·'lbe decorations reflect her interests 
in .American bandcrafts and are keyed to an economy theme. 

First 4ady to Catch 
Ford Under Mistletoe 

WASHINGTON ( U P I ) - about It, but I have had no 
Betty F rd h Id h first side effects." 0 e er pews She threw back her head 
conference Tuesday since her and laughed when asked if she 
operation for breast cancer. had caught President Ford 
She feels fine - better than under the mistletoe hanging in 
she had expected - and is the doorways between the ex· 
watchiDg for a chance to catch ecutive mansion's red, green 

and blue rooms. 
her h,Usband under the inistle- "I ·have mistletoe upstairs 

' ~·1 feel ve · well 8DQ.l'm but_~' haven't caught. him ~re 
busy ,, ~ Ford told re- yet, . she said, adding with a 

~~ iD. the· Blue Room, ~;'.'!'catch him anywhere I 
where the 191h foot Whit~ I _ · 
House Christmas tree brushed· 
th.- ~g.,_.'.'Ob, l ·feel fin.el 
- :=.-than eipected." . . 

,,_ Had sba suffered side elfedS, 
fr 0;m.... chewatherapy · .treat· 1 

~·lollowing ap her opera-
' ' months @go? Mrs: 

r head@Jfl.re­
little worried' 

Economy Theme at 

Tree F1 
WASH I NG TON !II -

Christmas decorations at the . fE 
White House are old-fashioned :=­
this year and keyed to an 
economy theme. They feature 
handicrafts, patchwork quilts 
and handmade ornaments. 

Betty Ford showed them off 
T u e s d a y., particularly the 
White House tree ,,... a 191k-foot 
fir from Michigan laden with 
more than 2,000 ornaments. 

Standing in the Blue Room, 
it features colored patchwork 
balls made by senior citizens 
from across the country and 
b y women in Appalachia, 
handrmrde wooden toys, ba•· 
kets filled with nuts and gum. 
drops, and 600 tiny mirrors . 
." A mile away at the Capitol, 
Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr., D-N.C., 
will push a button Monday to 
light Co n g r e s s ' off1ciat· 
Christmas tree, a 41-foot fir 
from bis state. · 

E r v J n , who retires from 
Congress at .the end of the 
year. will be joined in the 
lighting ceremony by two 
other North C a r o Ii n a 
members, l?epublican S e n • 
Jesse Helms and Rep. Roy 
Taylor, a Democrat in whose' 
district the tree grew. 

The Capitol tree has been 
decorated with 5,000 plastic or­
n a m e n t s and 2,500 clear 
amber and twinkling lights. 
The lighting ceremony, at 4:15 
p.m. CST, will be open to the 
public. 

In an energy-saving move, 
the only Christmas lights in 
the White House are tiny white 
lights on the tree. They are es­
timated to equal the power of 
ten 100-watt bulbs. 

They will be turned on only 
when the tree is on display, 
Mrs. Ford said. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

Residence Christmas Tree 

The National Christmas Tree Growers' 
Association has selected Mr. Edward Cole, Route 1, 
Mayville, Michigan as the National Grand Champion Grower 
for 1974. 

The tree is a concolor fir, 19 1/2 feet tall and 
12 feet in diameter at the base • 

. 
Delivery to the White House will be made at 10: 30 a. m. 

on Friday, December 6 by: 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Cole 
Linda Cole (-daughter) 
Mrs. Laurie Batzer {daughter) 

Mr. Cole is a former Sanilac County Agricultural 
Agent who now operates a 100 acre tree farm and teaches 
8th Grade Science at Mayville, Michigan. 

,. Mrs. Ouina Gardn5~ayville, Michigan -- The tree 
was actually cut from her front yard and she is donating it to 
Mr. Cole and the Association. 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Chard, Snover, Michigan. 

The Chards, friends of the Coles, are furnishing the 
vehicle and trailer to transport the tree from Michigan to the 
White House. Mr. Chard operates a 500 acre agriculture farm 
and maintains a dairy herd of 60 cattle. 

A 14 foot blue spruce for the President and Mrs. Ford 
is also being delivered. This tree will be placed in the West 
Hall of the family quarters. 
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tic Council was inv~ed: the Council of .· 
• Ec<ittomic'·t}.dvis'ers .was\ invited, the . 
~up~il ·on ~lnternatioQal Ecoll(>mic, Poli· 
'cy 'f,$s'not ipvit~, and OnlY40.~Df _of 
the ~tionaI ~!f <:~unciJ was • a1· 
;tow~di 11.to ~~~end:.!!· Ear -would have 
·-ign~·aU:th8tandjUst~r.asb~, ··i~ . 

• l 

, AMl. r.osonv susPE.CTED:(Js;. EI· 
THER ... ~ SonnY Jiirgemien »d .Billy' 
~rit¢.r were having one of their. ~ lit-
·1_... ~··' "". ' -

•' ~ ; 1_· ;.· • 

tie televised chats on Cha~nel 9 the other 
night on everyone's favorite .$ubject: gay 

';-athletes. "Everybody'• got to have a pri- · 
·. vate life/' said BUJy ~enerously. ~~Of 

·course, you and J gey~r bad tba~ p,roJ>­
'leDL And we'were·taotnniatelt'' '· · · · 
.; . (.. • • • i;(~ . ~ ... )'.y•\ ... .. •,i . •• • 

THEATER-·NOTES. ~-0~ _THE 
CONFUS,ION1~ . ..:1 Fo~;.aQm~~.re~s~n,. le 
tout Wasmngton . rhelitr~r~·~~~ving ~ 
r0llgb tipte remembeiing ·fbid8me of tile 

" l 
l 
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t:hriafmal Tree la Hit·. 
B1C«t·at Wlrite·Horue. 
w ASIUN(n'OM.. :Dec. e 

(UPJ)-The •tate,of Mlcbiian 
presented Che 19'1' ~ 
Hoale- auutrnas tree·' to 
lett,y . Ford todq. ' -
. ' 1Ala than u hour ~. 
I oongreuman'I aide ru into 
tlJe tree With bia automobile 
ht tbit White House driveway. 
"Oh, the IUD ~ded me. 
?b. JeNi. I really like 
Clnistmu treee," said Wayne 
~Ole of Arlington, Va.; the 
driver who is an aide to Rep­
:esentative J .. Robert Traxler, 

.,Demoe(at of Michigan. 1be 
Jfant fir tree wu not dam­
aged. 

•'-:j.d,Geis ~·· 
:- lie~~-~--
. WMfilii • ..t.'l>ee. 3 '(AP)..!­
'Thtt -Wblt« ~olise Christmas 
tree la· due .to .rove on.. Friday 
and wiB be decorated o~ the' 
·week4md for the holi6a7 . ..-on.. · 

It IS a 19-foot-taU f°ll' ~at 
comu irom tbe Fords'· lioJl1e. 
state of Micbtgan. 

It was a coincidence, though, 
that the tree was. aelei:ted l!lote 
·than -a~ ag0--:W0re.Fotd 
-was ...,_.. ~D~ for. ~e 
Presideney ..-. by the N atlonal 

· ~ "1'rae Growers as 
~their-National-Gl'arul: Qampioti' 
~ol' 197 '· TJae ·trff. w~wn. 

· ))' g(lward .COie:- of Kq'tl1le, 
~Hieb. 

.• 




