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MEMOR"l\NDUM TO : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT : 

• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1976 

PETER SORUM 

s&sAN PORTER 
\\ . /; . 

Action Memo 

Mrs. Ford ha s accepted the following out-of-town invitation: 

EVENT: Open ing night of Alvin Ailey Dance Company ar.d the 
Duke Ellington Orchestra 

DATE : Tuesday , August 10 , 1976 

TIME: 8 : 00 p .m. 

PLACE: New York State Theater at Lincoln Center 
New York , New York 

CONTACTS : Mr . Edward Lander 
0 : 212-832-1740 
H: 212-866-6241 

Press Contact: 

Meg Gordean 
212-245-4771 

COMMENTS: Mrs . Ford will pa~ticipate in the opening evening of a 
six-day celebration of the music of Duke Ellington. 
On this eve ning, Alvin Ailey will launch his long-planned 
contribution to the Bicentennial with some sixteen 
ballets choreographed to Duke ' s compositions . The 
Duke Ellington Orchestra will join the Alvin Ailey 
City Center Dance Theater for this engagement with 
guest performances by American Ballet Theatre and the 
Alvin Ailey Repertory Workshop . 

The invitation was originally extended t o Mrs . Ford by 
Ruth Ellington, Duke Ellington ' s sister, on behalf of 
the Dance Theater Foundation and is to b e a major event 
in the Bicentennial celebration . 
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As you know, Mrs. Ford dropped by a special 
Duke Ellington concert held at the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine when she was in New York on 
April 29th . Mrs. Ford will overnight and return 
to Washington Wednesday m?rning, August 11th. 

Thank you. 

c: BF Staff 
Red Cavaney 
William Nicholson 
Jerry Jones 
Terry O ' Donne ll 
David Gergen 
Warren Hendriks 
Sarah Massengale 
Milt Mitler 
Rex Scouten 
Staircase 



Ms. Susan Porter 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. Porter: 

As a member of the Board of Trustees.of Dance Theater Founda­
tion, Inc., I would like to extend an invitation to Mrs. Betty 
Ford to join us on the opening evening, Tuesday, August 10, of 
~x-day celebration of the music of my late brother, Edward , 
':Q_uke" Ellington. On this evening, Alvin Ailey will launch his 
long-planned contribution to the Bicentennial at the New York 
State Theater at Lincoln Center with some sixteen ballets choreo­
graphed to Duke's compositions: The Duke Ellington Orchestra ~ 
will join the Alvin Ailey City Center Dance Theater f0r this en­
gagement with guest performances by American Ballet Theatre and 
the Alvin Ailey Repertory Workshop. 

The opening night program includes the Ailey Company and the 
Ellington Orchestra in performances of "Night Creature", choreo­
graphed by Mr. Ailey, and "Caravan", last season's popular addi­
tion to the Company repertoire, choreographed by Louis Falco, 
and, Judith Jamison will perform Mr. Ailey's "pas de 'DUKE"' 
with guest artist, Mikhail Baryshnikov. 

We were delighted that Mrs. Ford joined us recently at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine to open Duke's Birthday Cele­
bration and regret that her busy schedule did not allow her to 
remain with us for the entirety of that thrilling evening. Now 
I would like to invite Mrs. Ford to join us for this opening 
evening of a major event in our Nation's Bicentennial Celebration. 

,. 
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The Jllvin lli1ey City Center Dance Theater is produced bv Dance Theater Foundation. Inc .. a non-Drofif. tax-exemnf co:zooo' 
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For immediate release 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, 1976 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Seci:_etary to Mrs. Ford 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Mrs. Ford will open a six-day celebration of the music of 
Duke Ellington by the Alvin Ailey City Center Dance Theatre 
in New York Tuesday, August 10. The opening. which will 
launch Alvin Ailey's tribute to the Bicentennial, will be at 
the New York State Theater at Lincoln Center at 8 p. m. 

The opening night program includes the Ailey Company and 
the Ellington Orchestra, with a special guest performance 
planned by Mikhail Baryshnikov. Mr. Baryshnikov will 
perform Alvin Ailey's "pas de 'DUKE'" with Judith Jamison.·'· 
Among pe.rformances by the Ailey Company and the Ellington 
0 rchestra will be "Night Creature" and "Caravan. " The 
Alvin Ailey Repertory Workshop will also perform. 

Baryshnikov is a permanent guest artist with the American 
Ballet Theatre. 

# # # # 
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Suggested Remarks, Ellingtor.-Ailey Opening ~ight 

In this very special year, we honor those original 

and daring dreamers who created and won our first 

Revolution . This marriage o f the music of Duke 

Ellington and the dance of the Alvin Ailey Company 

celebrates what Amer i ca cherishes most---those who 

reach for the stars. 

In music, in dance, in all of life---it is the 

Revolutionaries who chart new territory for us to 

explore. 

tonight. 

I know we are in for a marvelous journey 

-0-
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For immed iate release 
W edne$day. Aug. 4, 1976 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary to Mrs. Ford 

--------------------------------------- --- -----------------

Mrs . Ford will open a six-day celebration of the musi c of 
Duke Ellington by the Alvin Ailey City Center Dance Theatre 
in New York Tuesday, August 10. The opening. which will 
launch Alvin Ailey's tribute to the Bicentennial, will be at 
the New York State Theater at Lincoln Center at 8 p. m. 

The opening night program includes the Ailey Company and 
the Ellington Orchestra7 with a special guest performance · 
planned by Mikhail Baryshnikov. Mr. Baryshnikov will 
perform Alvin A iley's "pas de ' D UKE' " with Judith Jamiso!1. 
Among performances by the Ailey Company and the Ellington 
Orchestra will be "Night Creature'' and ''Caravan.'' The 
Alvin Ailey Repertory Workshop will also perform. 

B ary shnikov i s a permanent guest artist with the America n 
Ballet Theatre . 

# # # # 
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MRS. FORD 1 S REMARKS 

ELLINGTON-AILEY OPENING NIGHT 

July 10, 1976 

New York City, New York ·· 

IN THIS VERY SPECIAL YEAR, 

WE HONOR THOSE ORIGINAL AND DARING DREAMERS 

WHO CREATED AND WON 

· OUR Fl RST REVOLUTION. 

f. . 

.:. ~ 
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l HI:::, /VlA t-< K J,L\ Gt 

OF ·rHE MUS IC OF DUKE ELLINGTON 

AND THE DA1\JCE OF THE ALVIN A I LEY COMPANY 

CELEBRATES WHAT AMERICA CHERI SHES MOST-----

THOSE WHO REACH FOR THE STARS. 

r-- .. 
IN MUS IC,-

IN DANCE, 

f N ALL OF LI FE----

IT IS THE REVOLUTIONARIES 

WHO CHART _NEW TERRfTORY 

FOR US TO .EXPLORE. 

I KNOW VVE ARE IN -

FOR A MARVELOUS . JOURNEY TONIGHT. 

# # # 

3. 
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By ANNA KISSEi.GOFF' festival, went . backstage first Ailey expres~ed '"'bo;;e·. ye~·\V;,.: .. ·'ose'·origtnal 
• Looking resplendent , fu . a to greet ~e dancers. She th.at "the fantastic blossom · dreamerl who «were' our first 
Linese-style pink' gown. caused a stir when she made of the spirit". that he had.1 .revolutionaries. ..And *11is 
Iii her entrance'to the stage area felt in Duke El!.ingtcin's mu- · marriage of the mus_ic- of 
Metty F~rd put her arm . dfe.ssed iil Albert· Capra:ro's sic would "enrich your lives Duke Ellington and the dance 

Ed: the W3;ist of. Judith · pink gown'with ~old embroid· . as it has. mine.'' , of the Alvin Ailey comp8;I1Y 
!SOD, loo~mg l!ke no . ery . . 'f1le · dress was slit in · Ruth Ellington, the com· . celebrates what Amenca 
ch. hj!f1>elf in a bnght red the front' from· the knee down· ·poser's sister; introduced " cherishes most-those who 

actr-. dress that she · and ·liaii a·mandarki collar. ' her nephew, Mercer Elling- reach for the $.tars, in music, 
w~ ;as. th~ lead danc~; in • Stanley: Pleseni, :chairman ) ton, in the ·:orc~estra 'pit>'• in · dll...n<:e :~ .¥1 qf life." ." 

._~y ~- ballet, ~he of the. Ailey Company's par- ~and then Mrs~· Ford .. When,.)~: · MQ-:-t:J··~~ 'added, befo~ 
ooche,: . · , . . ent Wlllt-The Darice Theater ·~'l~l m~m~~ .~J,th~ au- -. · go~·.'fQ::h,~r'. s~a~ in the aud1-
'Do:~you _ sfill practice?" Foondatioo-introduc~ Mrs. die~~i.who_ ·ha4~ri n,to~their •:1·e~.,:J;.I-'-am ·d~I\g~~ to be 
:.T~n 3;Sked the Fi:st Ford to the. dancers. ' .Clive t~eg~-J-~:r:~1 ··.rem~.;:F<>rda•.:.;._-.;~:£f. Pg~r.5·.fli .. A\tl!.1$d .. th. ·e~ui~nge E~f~0g: 
)Vlio st'*e<t,dance with Thompson, another". leading prep~ nu• ...... 1Ji1 
a ,pl'.llham before World member of the comi>any told "! deeply ' appreciate the ton Orc:hest.-a, led ·by Mercer 

War · II. Mrs. Ford confidM Mrs. Ford that he too' had ... invitation to join you," she -. ·Ellington, swung into a med­
she did · so-,on the sly. · "I . · been a Martha Graham said. "In this very . s~ial · ley or· the Duke's classics. 

· _d~.}1" sh~ sai~. "wh~n · dancer .. Mr. Plesent 'informed • 
ones ·10.oki_ng, 1n a. big Mrs. Ford that Alvi'n Ailey, 

m with lots of lights the company's artistic direc-
m~rs." ' . . tor 11a1d creator ·of the Ellin·g-

Mrs . .Ford and Miss Jami- ton tribute, could not be pres­
n exchanged shop talk last . ent because he was recover· 

nmht ,backstage .at the New ing from an emergency opera-
~rk State Theater just be- tion. . 
f e . the' Alvin Ailey City A ftrN minutes later Mr. 
p~~ce '.J.'h,~~er op.en~; ,,. Plesen\ ~d~ -the ~me an- , 

alilie&ll.Oi_ cti-;.th4t .beli1J!S w1~ :a , ll,ou~ent to·;~ audieoce· 
kiQ&" bjbu~ tP,- .the late ·.and was . ·~OllCiJy.red'· by l\fr. 
e Effington. . · . ThomPSQn'. .,w1io read a · me's­
rs~ ,Ford;' wM. addressed · s~ge that lie ·said Mr. Aile'il 
audience· before the cur- ~~ had dictated to him just two\ 

n rose oo the Ellington minutes earlier by phdne. 
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Dear Patty, 

Not only has the lady got a 

dynamite mind, she's got dynamite 

legs, too. 

Good luck in Kansas City. (And 

ii' the going gets really rough, 

run Betty!) 

Regards, 

Tom Kerrigan 
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Backs tcicje-, Wliii-iletty 

. Post Photo by Nury Hernandez 
.~ty Ford does a few steps with superstar dancer Judith Jamison backstage before the 
~ Ailey troupe's opening night tribute to Duke Ellln&1on. The First Lady, who once 
·'studied dancing with Martha Graham, drew enthusiastic applause from the danceers, 
-~crowded around to shake her hand. Earlier, Mril. Ford had told the audience of 
·~ at th IJncoln Center State Theater that she was proud to "celebrate the marriage 

. Elllngton music and Alley dancing." See Frances Herridge: Page 14. 
t· 
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B le 's Bi .~ ~"'\ 
Cost • ions; 

arts 
Story on Page 3 

~------

First latly anti 
Prima Ballerina 
Mrs. ·Betty Ford, who studied dance 
under Martha Graham, does a step 
with superstar balledna Judith Jami­
son of the Alvin Ailey troupe back­
stage at the State Theater, Lincoln 
Center, last night. Agsembled press 
and dignitaries and young members 
of the troupe joined in uproarious 
applause for the Firat Lady who was 
on hand to open the company's salute 

to Duke Ellington. 

Story on page 4 

News Photo bv Robert Rosamllia 
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ITE HOUSE HOOFER 

-Asaocia(ed Presa 

First Lady Betty Ford, attending an opening night tribute to the late 
Duke Ellington last night, joins lead dancer Judith.Jamison in a routine 
as other members of the Alvin Alley Dancers provide the tempo on 
stage at Lincoln Center in New York. Mrs. Ford, a former student and 
performer with dancer Martha Graham, said that while "I have to limit 
my activities tbeae clays • • • I still practice when nobody's looking." 



. . - . ~..., 
UP-128 

CBE TTy) 

WASHINGTON CUPI) -- BETTY FORD WILL OPEN A SIX-DAY CELEBRATION OF 
THE MUSIC OF DUKE ELLINGTON BY THE ALVIN AILEY CITY CENTER DANCE 
THEATRE IN NEw YORK THURSDAY, THE WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCED WEDNESDAY, 

THE LAUNCHING ALVIN AILEY'S TRIBUTE TO THE BICENTENNIAL, WILL BE 
HELD IN THE THE NEW YORK STATE THEATRE AT LINCOLN CENTER AT 8 P.M. 

ON OPENING NIGHT, THE PROGRAM WILL INCLUDE THE AILEY COMPANY AND 
THE DUKE ELLINGTON ORCHESTRA WITH A SPECIAL GUEST PERFORMANCE BY MIKHAIL BARYSHNIKOV OF THE AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE, UPI 08-04 06:47 PED 

DA ·, L:t.Lt.bKA1!UN Ul' OPEN A SIX- 1 R DANCE - -- ETTY- PORO WILL N AILEY CITY CENTE DNESDAY. 
-o WASHINGTON cu;Il ING TON BY THE w~in HOUSE ANNOUNC~~E~~IAL' WILL 

THE MUS!CNoiEeu~ORK THUR~DAYLE~~~ TRIBUTE TO TH~c~~gECENTER AT 8 P.M. 
ATRE \NC HING OF AL VIN A I STATE THEATRE AT LI THE LA THE THE NEw YORK 

BE HELD IN ~5 09•50 AED UPI 08-IU • 

~~). 

~
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; 
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: · . · · • M I A· -'!' i al yesterday in company of Secret · Fir~ lady ~tty Ford ai:ri~es atd \aGu:{d
1d ~ast a~ ;ht'sirsal:~ t: Duke Ellington by the Alvin Alley ,.. 

~:v1re detul., Mrs. ~~~irs:'ns:e i: :ch!duled to return to Washington today. _ . ' 
• 1 ~ • -.. , -

--·------"-" nuu• G'-'• ·-- -· -·- -·- -· --
-0-

NE i.r YORK <UP!) -- FORMER DANCE STUDE NT BET TY FORD ADMITS SHE STILL 
PRACTICES "WHEN NOBODY' S LOOKING" AND PROVED HER FORM BY DOING A FEW 
BASIC BALLET STEPS BACKSTAGE AT LINCOLN CENTER FOR THE ALVIN AILEY 
DANCE TROUPE. 

"I STILL DO IT ••• IN A BIG BATHROOM WITH LOTS OF LIGHTS AND 
MIRRORS," SHE SAID LAST NI GHT . THE FIRST LADY WAS AT THE NEW YORK 
STATE THEATER FOR THE PREMIER OF A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE DUKE 
ELLINGTON. .. 

-0-
/.;t 
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· •• · • . · News PhOto bl' Tom Mona11er '" 

Betty Ford enjoys ge~-together with members of th~ Alvin..-Ailei dance troupe at Lincoln Center;. 

Coach Betty SeDds' Ailey Ballet 
-- ·. ~ "' Qandhg on a CloUd_ 

· \ \ \~~ RIC~tn . EDMONDS : ,~ 
- Betty Ford took th spotlight with . the flashy Aivin Ailey City Center Dance 

Theater last night ·when she confiaed backstage at Lincoln Center to superstar ballerina 
Judith Jamison: "I still practice my ballet exercises in a large bat})room with a lot cf 
mirrors when nobody is looking." · , - -- - --------

The first lady was trading - ·--- the dancers, Mrs: Ford, wh_o 
dance stories with the Ailev uproarious applause from assem- , onced .wor~ed with nonprofit 
troupe in an impromptu pep talk ble:l press and dignitaries. ,, ;,om~an.1es like Ailey'~ rem:irked: 
before the opening -performance The first lady was rushed by Isn t, it enough sabsfact1?n to 
of a two-week tribute to Duke · all 24 Ailey dancers who wanted dba~ce · .Jdust .to ,~ance without 

" · . . Sarito Allen told Mrs. Ford: Mmutes later, m a brief cur-
Ellin,,.ton to shake her hand. Ballerina 

1 

em~ pa1 for it.?. . 

l'v~rs. Ford, elegantly attired. m "You look great," to which Mrs. ta:n spee~h that brought the full­
a pmk Albert Ca·1raro ma~darm- Ford replied: "I know you will be house to its feet in the New York 
style go~n, generated mstant great." I State Theater, Mrs. Ford 11aid: "I 
rapport with . the young dancers Mrs. Ford who studied modern am proud to celebrate tile mar­
~;hen she sn11led and told them: dance with Martha Graham, riage of ·two revolutionary -art 

I expect the ve_ry best. from you would not say when · she last I forms, Duke Ellington musie and 
all out there tomght." danced for an audience. Recover- Alvin Ailey dance." 

Then Betty Ford put the icing ed from a bout with osteoarthri- Ailey who worked for three 
on the cairn with a light flowing tis that kept her on a limited I years to choreograph the works, 
series of basic ballet steps of schedule last weekend, she greet- was rer.overing last nigiit in 
basic ballet steps with the tower-· ed Miss Jamison with a bear hug. Lenox Hill Hospital from an 
ing Miss Jamison that elicited _ Clearly elated by her visit with emergency appendectomy. 

-- ftf - r. I 



ally and physically to Leigh," said 
Hayley, "and that is what is most 
important." 

• 
The last time Liz Taylor sang on­

screen was in a 1948 musical called A 
Date with Judy. But game as ever, she 
turned up at a London recording studio 
last week and began warbling for her 
movie role in Composer Stephen Sond­
heim's musical A Little Night Music. Un­
fortunately, Liz's first rehearsal with 
Leading Man Robert Stephens was less 
harmonious. The actor was fired from 
the cast and told that Taylor had cited 
poor "chemistry" between the two as the 
reason. "Bad chemistry?" retorted Ste­
phens. "We're actors, not pharmacists." 
Taylor, meanwhile, sang a different song 
about Stephens' dismissal. "The unit 
manager was the one who spoke to him. 
If I find out he has put the blame on 
me, there will be one unit manager less." 
Now for her next number ... 

• 
Shorn like Samson of his power, 

Congressman Wayne Hays, 65, decided 
to head for the exits last week. "With a 
heavy heart," the Ohio Democrat an­
nounced his withdrawal from the race 
for a 15th term in the House. The De­
Wah in his downfall was, of course, Eliz­
abeth Ray, 33, who disclosed last May 
that she had been kept on the Congress­
man's payroll as a clerk but had served 
mostly as his mistress. In June, Hays en­
tered a hospital in Barnesville, Ohio, suf­
fering from an overdose of drugs, and 
shortly thereafter he was stripped of his 
chairmanship of the House Administra­
tion Committee. Now facing probes by 
the FBI and a federal grand jury, plus a 
hearing before the House Ethics Com­
mittee, which had planned to call Ray 

KEYSTOM[ 

PEOPLE 

as a witness, the Congressman 
has elected to retire when his 
term expires next January. 
Said he: "I don't want to give 
that woman another chance to 
make an appearance." 

• 
A day in bed, plus some hot 

packs and massage for her ail­
ing back, was enough to put 
First Lady Belly Ford back on 
her feet and on her way to New 
York last week. The occasion: 
the start of a two-week tribute 
to Composer Duke Ellington by 
the Alvin Ailey modem dance 
company. Ford, who once 
studied with Martha Graham, 
may have lost a few moves over 
the years, but obviously none 
of her enthusiasm. Backstage 
the First Lady partnered with 
Dancer Judith Jamison for a 
few smooth steps, then confid­
ed: "I still practice my ballet 
exercises in a large bathroom 
with a lot of mirrors when no­
body is looking." 

• 
"It might fizzle, and I don't 

want to be connected with any­
thing that fizzles," drawls Ken­
tucky Fried Chicken Colonel 
Harland Sanders, 86, fearful 
that a musical version of his 
life might prove to be a tur- DANCERS JAMISON & FORD SPREAD THEIR WINGS 
key. So Sanders, whose own 
career fizzled until 1956, when he 
launched the first of his "finger lickin' 
good" chicken eateries, has not invest­
ed any money in Kentucky Lucky, a 
new stage show scheduled for a fall 
debut. Conceived by Writer James 
Chappin and directed by Jerry Adler 
(My Fair Lady), the show will tell the 
colonel's story in song and dance. Sand­
ers doubts that it will help chicken 
sales, however. "If it was just another 
commercial," he explains, "it wouldn't 
be worth seeing." 

• 
"I have played five Macbeths, three 

Mark Antonys, one El Cid, a cardinal 
and three Presidents," intoned Actor 
Charlton Heston. "But never have I 
played such a role where my own equip­
ment served me so little." Heston's lat­
est brush with the big boys is as King 
Henry VIII in Director Richard Flei­
scher's film The Prince and the Pauper. 
The actor needed plastic in his makeup 
plus padding on his body to effect the ap­
propriate regal bearing. "My eyes are 
deep set; his were close to the surface," 
observed Heston. "My face is angular; 
his was square. My mouth is large; his 
was small. My nose is angular and bFO 
ken; his was square and shor " 'THe 
makeup worked just fine in the end, not­
ed the actor, "but we really had a great 
deal of distance to go." • 

MILLS, LAWSON & BABY JASON 47 






