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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

November 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. RON NESSEN
WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

MRS.SHEILA WEIDENFELD b///
PRESS SECRETARY TO MRS. FORD

{3
FROM . MARYLOU SHEILS | \ 5
PROTOCOL OFFICER ¥ [‘ G

SUBJECT ¢« GIFTS

Attached are the ''designated" gifts for
officials in-the People's Republic of China,
Indonesia and the Philippines, from the President
and Mrs. Ford.

These are NOT TO BE RELEASED before re-checking
with me to see that a) that the gifts have been
exchanged and b) that the gifts exchanged are actually
those designated.

Many thanks for your cooperation.
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December 3, 1975

TEXT OF REMARKS
WITH MRS, FORD %
AND REPORTERS
PEKING, CHINA
QUESTION: How did you like meeting with Chair-
" man Mao last night? Was it exciting? I mean, was it a
surprise?
MRS. FORD: It was a surprise.
QUESTION: What impressed you most about him?
MRS, FORD: His strength and his health.
QUESTION: Really?
MRS, FORD: Yes.

QUESTION: In what way? Did he look like his
pictures, for one thing?

MRS. FORD: He looked exactly like his pictures.

QUESTION: Di4 he say anything to you through
an interpreter?

MRS. FORD: Yes. He greeted us, and then they
had a conference.

QUESTION: Did he speak at all in English?

MRS. FORD: MNo, he did not speak in English.
He spoke through an intcerpreter.

QUESTION: Did he ask you to sit down for a
while, or was it just a brief greeting?

MRS. FORD: It was a brief greeting.

QUESTION: Were political things discussed or
was it mostly --

MRS. FORD: As far as Susan and I were concerned,
it was a greeting, and then we left and the political
things were discussed after that.

QUESTION: About how long were you in there
with him, Mrs. Ford?

MRS. FORD: I would say we were in there about
15 minutes.

MORE
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QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, you said you were
surprised at his health. Can you give us some ideas of
how strongly or how good his conversation was? How did
he seem?

MRS. FORD: He seemed very well and he looked
very well.

QUESTION: Did he speak clearly, because we had
hear that he had not been speaking clearly?

MRS. FORD: Some of it was very clear, and then
some of it is perhaps hard to understand.

QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, do you have a different
feeling about your visit this time than you did in 1972,
aside from the fact that you are the First Lady?

MRS. FORD: Yes, I have quite a different
feeling. I realize how many improvements, how many new
buildings -- I see many trees planted and much progress
made.

UESTICHN: Do you have any feeling about the
women ir China? They are so often used by our women's
liberation groups as a sign of what can be accomplished
in equality.

MRS. FCRD: I think the women have a very out-
standing position here, but of course they did when we
were here before. I think perhaps it is even stronger
now.

QUESTICN: Mrs, Ford, you say that you were
with Chairman Mao for about 15§ minutes. What was your
discussion about? What types of things did you talk
about?

MRS. FORD: There were several of us going
through. I naturally told him it was a great honor for
him to receive us, and Susan was behind me,and I think
that he is quite alert because his eyes lighted up
quite brightly when he saw Susan.

QUESTION: What did he say to her, do you
recall?

MRS. FORD: He was very pleased to meet Susan.
QUESTION: Mrs., Ford, how does the warmth of
your reception this time compare with the warmth of

your reception when you and the President were here
before?

MORE
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MRS. FORD: I would say it was equal. We have
been very happy both times, I know we had a longer stay
before, so we had more oppdrtunity to be with the people.

QUESTION: Do yoﬁ know what Susan's reaction
was? ’

MRS. FORD: I found out.
QUESTION: Did you take any pictures?

MRS. FORD: She is taking pictures, yes, as a
school project.

QUESTION: Did she take a picture of the
Chairman?

MRS. FORD: No.
QUESTION: Mrs. Ford, when your husband came
out from this meeting, or perhaps last night, did he make

any comments to you about his meeting with Chairman Mao?

MRS. FORD: No, because we were very busy to
get on to dinner and on to the ballet.

QUESTION: This morning, did he say anything
at all to you about it?

MRS. FORD: I did not ask him.

QUESTION: We asked you a number of questions
about the Chairman's health. Were you surprised? Did
he appear to be ian very good health?

MRS. FORD: Yes, he seemed to be in very good
health. He was standing and greeting us. He stood for

quite a while because there were quite a few of us. He
was shaking hands.

QUESTION: Why does the President seem so subdued?
He isn't smiling as much.

MRS. FORD: The President isn't smiling?
QUESTION: No.

MRS. FORD: He has been smiling at me.
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December 3, 1975
PCOL REPORT - Mrs. Ford's Visit to Peking Ballet School

The highpoint of Mrs. Ford's visit to the Dance School of the Central May

Seventh College of Arts was when she threw off her shoes and joined a
group of rehearsing studenst.

She began with two practice run-throughs and then joined in a full dance
with eight girls, all about 13 years old, in blue knit warm-up suits.

Mrs. Ford's training with Martha Graham showed through and she was
able to ape the other dancers with a minimum of gaffes. After she
finished she courtsied to the group -- as she had to two other trainee
groups -- and then was told by Madame Wang Man Tien, a leading member
of the Culture Ministry, '"You had some basic training. It's very quick for
you to learn," '

""Just so they don't send it back 't‘fpfgthe United States,' Mrs. Ford replied,
"'it will ruin my reputation."

Mrs. Wang advised Mrs. Ford that if she shuld take the ldéad in teaching
dancing in the States. Mrs. George Bush, wife of the Chiaf vf the U. S.
Liaison Office, Peking, interjected, "And there will be dancing in the
streets.'" Mrs. Ford again raid she hoped her performance would not be
seen in the States and added, "If Martha sees it, she'll throw me out."

As she left the school, Mrs. Wang solicited her criticism. Mrs. Ford
replied that she had none at all_;, "Fthink they do excellently."

Escorted by Mrs. Wang and Mrs. Hsiao Meng, the responsible member of
the school, Mrs. Ford visited six seperate rehearsal rooms and, sitting
before floor-to-ceiling mirrors, witnessed male and female students from

11 to 13 years old in folk, traditional and acrobatic dancing. In the rehearsal
rooms, there were no political overtones to the dancing. However, in a
formal presentation at the end, there was a sequence from the '"Red
Detachment of Women, " the revolutionary ballet that President Nixon
witnessed here in 1972. The high point of the formal performance was a
children's opera where an avaricious, old bear stole honey from a band of
diligent bees and was driven away by stings in his posterior.

There are 238 students in the school and more than 200 staff and teachers.

As she went down the hall, Mrs. Ford passed a wall display of student
enunciations of the book '"The Water Margin,' the current object of
discussion and analysis among the political cadres.

-In explaining to Mrs. Ford thepurposes of the school, Mrs. Hsiao cited a
number of sayings of Chairman Mao, such as, '"Make the past serve the
present, ' and then surprised some of the Americans present by saying,
""Let 100 flowers blossom,' the slogan of Chairman Mao's short lived
1957 campaign to stimulate greater freedeom and expression among
intellectuals.

Bill Ringle - Gannett
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