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SAN DIEGO Z0OO EMPLOYEES TO MEET MRS, FORD

Tilmer White, groundsman-driver, employed since 1959

Charles Coburn, nurseryman, employed since 1972

David Diaz, painter in construction and maintenance dept,, employéd s%nce 1962
Robert Drewett, senior bird keeper, employed since 1968

Doris Alexander, lead admissions clerk, employed since 1969

Kathleen Mack, sales clerk, employed since 1971
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VACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT
O INDOCHIMESE REFUGEES

Evacuaticn

- 55,000 U. S. citizéns and South Vietnamese have
. been evacuated by air and sea by U. S. military.
~ All American citizens who wanted to leave South

Vietnam did get out.
--Aﬁ%gstimatea.ss,ooo more South Vietnamese have
.fled their country on boats. . .
~ Only $98’mi}lion was initially availabie under
existin% authority for.the evacuation prbg:am. An
- additional $507 million was requested from Congress.

Rastacing Sites

- All refﬁgeas are being processed through Guam and
Wake islands whers they are receiving housing,
:ood, Inmigration and Naturalization Service screen-
ing, and rigorous health care.

- An appeal internationglly by the U, 8. for resettlement
opportunities in third cotntries, has rasulted in the active
participation of the UNHCR and ICEM on Guam. .Re~-
presentatives are on site assisting in such resettle=-
raent. The Australians and the Canadians have

inmigration officials on Guam or at Camp Pendleton.

T




- The health condition is very good, and no unusual
health problems exist.

-~ As of May 10 less than 100 people out of 30,000
on Guam have been hospit#}ize&, mgst of which
were for méternity care, pneumonia, mild diarrhea-
but no serious disease.

- INS is procéssing through those refugees whose
documents axé in order and are éligible for entry
into U. S. .

-.Public Health Service Center for Disease Control
has establiszhed a su?veillance systen to.identify

and treat illness.

Reception Centers Stateside

- The three centers are Camp Pendletcon, Calizf.;
Fort Chaffée, Ark.;.Eglin Alr Force Base.
- American voluntary agencies which have enabled
the resettlement of millions of displaced persons
‘who have been war victims are working closely
" with USG to resettle those 130,000 refugees whom
we estimate ﬁay enter the U. S. '

- The major agencies are:

(see next page)
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New York, N.Y. 10016

: s CAC R

Migration and refugee Sexvices

" 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

washington, D.C.
659-6631

American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees
1709 Broacway, Roocm 1316 : .
New Yorxk, N.¥Y., 10019

-

church World Service
Irnmicration and Refucee Program

475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10027

Lutheran Ismigration and Re‘ugee service
315 Park Avenue South

New York, ¥.¥Y. 10010 . .

United Hias Service, Inc.

200 Parkx Avenue - South

New York, N.Y. 10003 s
Tolstoy Foundation, Inc.

250 West 57th Strest

New York, M.Y¥. 10019

International Rescue Cemmittze
386 Park Avenue Scuth

Anerican Ccuncil for Nationalities Service
20 West 40:h Street e
Now Yorx, N.Y. :
212/275-2715

. Traveler's A1d~Internatlonal Sccial Service

t\nl. vor}‘:' . \I Y.

212/687~5958
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= In addition,-the Red Cross,-Travelers Aid International
have provided extraordinary assistance.

-~ The private sector has come forwaid with major
expressions of assistance, including United Airlines which is
providing transportation from’;eception centers to final
destinatlions throughout the co?ntry.

- By the time each refugee leaves a reception site he
wili héﬁe é'loca; sponsoxr iﬁentified by a voluntary resettlement
agency, a rkgorqus health screening; and all children 1-5 will
receive immunizatiops'for measles, rub;lla, polio, diptheria,

pertussis, and tetanus. i

.
~ The voluntary agencies will assume responsibility
for finding housing, enrolling chiléren in schools, assisting-'
in empibymeni opportunities for heads of households,
assistance in language skills, étc. .

Resettlenant

- Every effort will be made to ensure the resettlement
to thé extent possible will not be ccncentfated in a few
enclaves in the country and will not result in econcnic ox
socizl service hardship. . .

-~ The Department of EEW, subject to Congressional acticn

on the 2dministration's bill, will provide full reimbursement

to State and local social service and health agencies for costs

‘they may incur in providing income assistance, health maintenance,

social services and educational services to refugees vwvho are

-
- -

in need of such assistance. : .
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PROFILE OF THE REFUGEE PQOPULATION

On tlay 5;.1975 the Department of Labor reviewed a

sample of 223 families at Camp Pendleton. The sample
b

indicated the following occupations: A E

- - .

| PR

‘ - ]
23 percent were professionals or

. businessmen, including ministers
13.9 percent were skilled workers

15.2 percent were clerical workers -

% w percent ﬁere_journalistS
3o percent were housewives y
24 percent were studenté
3 §ercent were military

- - percent (less than one) were
previously engaged in agriculture

12 percent were not specified
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. CAMP PENDLETOX REFUGEE RECEDSTION

.Camp Pendleton is a sprawling Yarine Corps training base
loca*ea 45 miles north of San D*e”o, Cal*for“-a. The caan
areza is set in hilly scrubland. -Lost in the hills and sepa-
rated by 17 miles from.the main base are eight refugee camps
housing a total of 198,000 refugees. The first r fugees
reached Pencdleton on April 29 but refugees have not left in
important -nuxkers due to aelavs in secuvltv verificaticn.
One of the'camds is made up of na2atly rowed if somevwhat di-
lapidatad guonset huts. The other savaen CaﬂCa ara “em:orary
tent v171acea. Tents and quonset hut rows are saparated by
dirt streets named af ter Vietnamese cities - "Dalat® street
for example.

‘In addition to the camps, where the rsFucnes eat and
sleep, there is a processing center housed in a temporary
trailer camp where the reFugeea receive a r dical inspecticn
and prepare applications and the forms necessary for cbtain-
ing social security caerds, Inmigration Napn zlization Ssxvice
clearancss and the papers reguired to identify sponsors who
will assist in resettlsment,

l{ (ﬂ ﬂ)

‘*‘i-'ﬂ’ l“'

The adninistration of the camp is the respoasibility of
Brigadier Generzl Paul C. Graham. The rsfugse resetitlexzsnt
program is under the direction of Nichelas Thorne, a career
Forelgn Service Ofiicer. Mr. mhcrﬂn is aszistad by repra-
sentatives of thas Immigration and Naturzlizaticn Ssrvice,

HE%, Department of State, the Agency of Intsrxnztional Davalor-
flent ané the United States Information Ssrvice. The prian-

: -

cipal volunta:y agencies are represented as is the Red Crsss.

As in refugze camps the world over life at Pendie:zon is
gray. To reduce the tedium’ and anxletj we have begun to
organize sports activities and English classas. Zut thzs prs-
occupaticn of the rsfugess for t&= moment 135 not with the
present but with :he shock of the past and the uncmrualntj
of the future.

*e 9

-e

e

> . IR R %




REMARKS

MY HUSBAND, OUR CHILDREN AND I HAVE FOLLOWED WITH
GREAT SADNESS THE TRAGIC EVENTS IN INDOCHINA. WE SHARE

YOUR GRIEF, AND HAVE PRAYED FOR YOUR SAFE ARRIVAL.

[ KNOW MANY OF YOU ARE TROUBLED, AND THAT YOU WONDER

-

WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR YOU. [ AM HERE TODAY TO ASSURE YOU
THAT AMERICA OFFERS YOU THE SAME OPPORTUNITY THAT IT HAS

OFFERED COUNTLESS GENERATIONS OF IMMIGRANTS -- OUR WELCOME

IS GENUINE, AND OUR INTENTIONS ARE SINCERE,

I KiOW YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED GREAT HARDSHIP, AND THAT

YOUR SITUATION HERE IS NOT IDEAL. BuUT THIS IS ONLY A

TEMPORARY SITUATION WHICH, WHEN RESOLVED, WILL ALLOW

YOU TO REALIZE A NEW LIFE FOR YOURSELF, YOUR FAMILIES, AND

—— Ny

A PROMISING FUTQRE FOR YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR CHILDRENS'
Sr— e o O i
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THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE -- PEOPLES FROM ALL OVER
THE WORLD, OF ALL RELIGIOUS FAITHS AND POLITICAL
CONVICTIONS —-- HAVE IN AMERICA FOUND A NEW HOME.
EVEN AS THEY PRESERVED THEIR MEMORIES AND MANY
CULTURAL TRADITIONS OF THEIR FORMER HOMES, THEY
JOINED WHOLEHEARTEDLY IN THE EXPERIENCE OF
AMERICAN LIFE.
THERE 1S A LOVELY VIETNAMESE PROVERB FROM WHICH WE
CAN ALL DRAW INSPIRATION:
“THE ROAD 1S HARD BUT IT IS NOT HARD
BECAUSE OF THE WIDTH OF THE RIVERS
OR HEIGHT OF THE MOUNTAINS.
[T IS HARD ONLY BECAUSE OF THE FEAR WE
HAVE OF THE MOUNTAINS AND THE RIVERS."
zyd’\71é2: -jLLa»L, qu{: Canghzdﬁx»~ Lo
AMERIQA OFFERS OPPORTUNITY IN FEAR. IT TOMES
TO THbSE d:jﬁqAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT. I KnOW YOu HAVE

THE INDUSTRY, THE STRENGTH AND THE COURAGE TO SEIZE

THAT OPPORTUNITY.
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I WANT TO EXTEWND TO YOU, ON BEHALF OF ALL
AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS, AS WE ARE ALL IMMIGRANTS,

A WARM HEARTFELT WELCOME.
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our hands.

There is a lovely Vietnamese proverb from which we can all draw

"The road is hard but it is not hard because of
the width of the rivers or height of the mountains.
It is hard only because of the fear we have of the

mountains and the rivers."
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REMARKS

My husband, our children and I have followed with great sadness
the tragic rement events in Indochina. We share your grief. A/«A (’\J“‘Q
I know many of you are troubled; and that you wonder what wild et s
oo )
ﬁ;ppen to you here in the United States.
I want to assure you that America offers you the same promise
that it has offered countless generations of immigrants. America'é ‘)
d ome LeA ) s Fiucane L
welcome is genuine. ,Those who came before -~ peoples from all over
the world, of all religious faiths and political convictions -- have found
a:home. Even as they preserved their memories and many cultural
traditions of their former homes, they joined wholeheartedly in the
experience of American life.
America offers opportunity; it comes to those who take advantage
of it. I know you have the industry and strength to seize that opportunity.

You bring to our nation a rich cultural heritage, tast, Added to the

!
variety of the American experience, can only make our nation stronger.

MA&&M a-desire to share in
your culturemims:j.e:we.——l‘ma—wﬂ&—e}so%‘we are anxious to

help:
We—camr e prowdtirat-youhave chosemr Amerita as—your—heven-and
your home,

~



We will draw new strength from you, our most recent generation
of immigrants. You may need our help and understanding now, but I
know you will seon achieve success og your own.

I want to extend to you, ox; behalf of all Americans, the same warm
welcome that we have extended throughout our history to those who
have sought refuge here. You come to us in your moment of deep tragedy,
4ol e’ eaadi aetanianie, WAy Gl > lete:

There is a lovely Vietnamese proverb from which we can all draw
inspiration:

"The road is hard but it is not hard because of
the width of the rivers or height of the mountains.

It is hard only because of the fear we have of the

mountains and the rivers."

Not to be spoken, to be used only by translator
N ' / %
pubNG PI KHO. KHONG KHO VI
il & ./ f X :
NGAN SONG CACH NUI MA KHO

a ™ 4

VI LONG NGUOGI NGAI NUI E

n
SONG’



Status of Refugee Resettlement Program as of May 16

To date a total of 126, 989 refugees from Indochina have entered U.S.
control,

Of this total, 65,553 are at Pacific safehavens and restaging areas or on
vessels.

Approximately 61, 436 have arrived in the United States. Of those,
44,635 are at reception centers and 16,801 have been processed and
have left government control.



Status of Refugee Resettlement Program as of May 16

To date a total of 126, 989 refugees from Indochina have entered U.S.
control.

Of this total, 65,553 are at Pacific safehavens and restaging areas or on
vessels. -t ‘

Approximately 61,436 have arrived in the United States. Of those,
44,635 are at reception centers and 16, 801 have been processed and

have left government control.
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' . EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT ' '
"OF INDOCHINGSE REFCGZES
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Evacuaticn

- 55,000 U. S. citizens and South Vietnamese have
been evacuated by air and sea by U. S. military.

~‘All Amerlcan citizens who waﬁted to leave South
Vietnam dxd get out. '
-~An'gst1mated 65,000 more South Vietnamese have
.fled their country on boats.
~ Only $98‘mi;lion‘was initially availabievunde:
existin% authority for'the evacuation ptogram. 2n
o additional 5507 million was reguested from Congress.

-

Rastaging Sites

- All refugeass are being processed through Gua& and
Wake islands where they are receiving housing,
ﬁocd, Immigration and Naturalization Service scre=n-
ing, and rigorous health care.

- An appeal internatlonally by the U. S. for resattlemen
‘opportunities in third coﬁntries, has resulted iﬁ.tha active
participation of the UNHCR and ICEH on Guam. Re-
presentatives are on site assisting in such resettle-
taent., The Australians and the Canadians have

immigration officials on Guam or at Camp Pendieton.

-
-
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The health condition is vexy good, and no unusual
heaith problems exist.

As of May 10 less than 100 people out of 30,000

on Guam have been hospit%;ized, mqst of which
were for méternity care, pneumonia, mild diarrhea-
but no serious disease.

IﬁB is procéssing through those refugees whcse
documents aré in order and are éligible for entry

into U. S.

Public EBealih Service Center for Disease Control

has established a surveillance system to identify

and treat illness.

Recevtion Centers Stateside

The three centers are Camp Pendleten, Calif.;
Fort Chaffee, Ark.; Eglin ailr Force Bass.

American voluntary agencies which have enabled

 the resettlement of millions of displaced persons

who have been war victims are working closely
with USG to resettle those 130,000 refugees whom
we estimate may enter the U. S. |

The major agencies are:

(see next page)
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Migration and refugee Services
" 1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Wwashington, D.C.

659-6631

American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees
1709 Broadéway, Room 1316 .
New York, N.¥Y. 10019

Church World Service 4
Immicration and Refugee Program
475 Riverside Drive

New York, New York 10027
Lutheran Irmigration and Re‘ugee Service
315 Park Avenue South

New York, W.Y. 10010

United Hias Service, Inc.

200 Park Avenue  -South .
New York, N.Y. 10003 r
Polstoy Foundation, Inc.

250 West 57th Strecst

NGVI York, bIo-so 10019

International Rescue Ccmﬁittee
386 Park Avenue Scuth
~New York, N.Y¥Y. 10016 %

Anerican Ccuncil for Nationalities Service
20 ¥West 40:h Street

New York, N.Y.

212/27%-2715

b Travele*'s Aid-International Social Service
!\CA YO \' AJ.Y.
212/687~5958
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- In addition,.the Red Cross,'Travelers Aid International
have provided extraordinary assistancg.

- The private sector has come forwafd with major
expreSSlons of assistance, including United Airlines which is
providing transportation from receptlon centers to final
destinations throughout the copptry.

= By the time each refugee leaves a reception site he
wili have é'local sponsoxr iﬁentified by a voluntary resettlement

ageéncy, a rfgorqus health screening, and all children 1-5 will

receive immunizations for measles, rubella, polio, diptheria,

pertussis, and tetanus. %
%& - The voluntary agencies will assume responsibility

for finding housing, enrolling children in schools, assisting -

in employment opportunitie s for heads of households,

assistance in language skills, étc. -

Resettlemant

- Every effort will be made to ensure the resettlement

[ 5]

to the extent possible will not be concentraued in a2 few

enclaves in the country and will not result in economic or
social service hardship. ‘ .

~ The Department of 'BEW, subject to Congressional acticn
on the Administration;s bill, will provide full reimbursement
to State and local social service and health agencies for costs

‘they may incur in providing income assistance, hehlth'maintenanca,

social services and educational services to refugees who are

L3
- *

in need of such assistance.
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PROFILE OF THE REFUGEE PQPULATION

Oon Moy S;'1975 the Department of Labor reviewed a

sample of 223 families at Camp Pendleton. The sample

indicated the following occupations:

3 .

e
. . .
23 percent were professionals or
L] .
businessmen, including ministers
13.9 percent were skilled workers

15.2 percent were clerical workers -

- percent Qere‘journalisté
30 percent were housewives
14 percent were studants

3 ?ercent were military

9 percent (less than oae) were
previously engaged in agriculture

12 percent were not specified

-

MIWMEERIMAB L IV WEANT O AL A A PRI sey

e s dads



CAMP PENDLETOX REFUGEE RECEPTION CENTER

.Camp Pendleton is a sprawling Marine Corps training base

Jocated 4S5 miles north of San Diego, Californi . The cazp

rez is set in hl’ly scrubland. Lost in the hills and sena-

rated by 17 miles frcm.the main base are eight refugee camp
housing a total of 12,00 refugees. The first refugees
reached Fendleton cn Apri1,29 but refugees have not left in
Iimportant -numkers due to delays in security verificatien.
One of the’ camps is made up of neatly rowed if somewhat Ei-
lapidated quonset huts. The other seven canps ares temporary
tent villages. Tents and quonset hut rows are separated by
dirt streets named af+er Vietnamese cities - "Dalat" street
for exanple.

‘In addztlon to the camps, where the refugses eat and
sleep, there is a processing center housed in a temporary
trailer camp where the refugees receive a madical inspecticn
and prepare applications and the forms necessary for cobtain-
ing social security cards, Immigration Naturalization Service
clearances and the papers required to identify sponsors who
will assist in resettlement.

The adninistration of the camp is the responsibil

B:igggigg*_gig;al Paul C. Graham. The rcfuc-, resett
progran is under the directlon oI Nicheolas Thorne, a
Foreign Service Officer. Mr. rr'l'uar."'v=~ is aszistsT by
sentatives of the Immigration and Naturzalization
HE%, Department of State, the Agency of Intexrnati
lent and the United States Information Ssrvice.
cipal volunta*y aaeﬁc’es are represented as is thn
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As in refugze camps the world over life at Pendieton is
gray. To reduce “ha tedium and anxiety w2 have becun to
organize sports activities and Englilish classas. Zut ths pre-
occupaticn of the rafugeas for the moment is not with the
present but with the shock of the past and the uncartainty
of the future.
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PRESS CENTER
"OPERATION NEW ARRIVALS"
Marine Corps Base
Camp Pendleton, California 92055

17 June 1975

Dear Sheila:

Just a note to tell you how much I enjoyed working with you in preparation
for Mrs. Ford's visit to our refugee center. It was certainly a valuable
learning experience, particularly the pool business.

Things are still going strong out here. Thus far over 2300 newsmen have
passed through our press center, and there's no end in sight. It's been
interesting being spokesman, not only for the military but for the State
Department and all the other federal and volunteer agencies involved.
We've had our moments, but editorial feedback around the globe has been
favorable regarding the Camp Pendleton phase of the operation, and we hope
to keep it that way.

I know you are often involved with large throngs of media, and in retrospect
as I look over Mrs. Ford's visit, the pool was the only way to go although
perhaps your first suggestion of using ropes in the tent-camp area might
have worked, too. The large pool we had that day jammed things up a bit.
Perhaps one network would have been the best bet in lieu of all three.

Those TV guys can really clutter things up and it's difficult for any of
them to get more than a few feet of film at any one time.

FYI, we had a thorough pool report for the non-pool media in our press
center as you drove up to El Toro. The San Diego UNION reporter, Don
Harrison, made a marvelous pool report, and combined with our tapings of
the briefing and Mrs. Ford's remarks, it enabled a reporter to cover the
story and not even leave the press center.

It's a shame that the networks do not have a better arrangement to feed
their affiliates in pool situations, isn't it? We had a few disturbed

regional TV types, and it's too bad the nets can't work something out.

All in all, the coverage out here, and I'm sure across the nation, was

very complete and got the message across. I'll be glad to forward you

some front page clips if you need them.

It was fun meeting you, Sheila. I just wish that Mrs. Ford could have
been with us as we strolled through the tent-camp area that evening.
Things haven't changed. I'm truly impressed with your professionalism,
thoroughness, and good humor. The First Lady is in able hands.

If you ever come out this way again, we'll have a field jacket waiting
for you! I look forward to working with you some time in the future.

Sincerely,

cX

. ARTHUR P. BRILL
LtCol UsMC





