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SAN DIEGO ZOO EMPLOYEES TO MEET MRS. FORD 

Tilmer White, groundsman-driver, employed since 1959 

Charles Coburn, nurseryman, employed since 1972 

David Diaz, painter in construction and maintenance dept., employed since 1962 

Robert Drewett, senior bi rd keeper, employed ~• ince 1968 

Doris Alexander, lead admissions clerk, employed. since 1969 

Kathleen Mack, sales clerk, employed since 1971 
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Evacuation 

EVACU;\TIO~? AUD RES:STTLE:·tF.NT 
. OF IL.:DOCHI:.'JESE RE.fGG:..::E:S 

- 55,000 u. s. citizens and South Vietn~uese have 

been evacuated by air a3.19- sea. by U. s. military. 

- All ~~erican citizens who wanted to leave South 

Vietna.~ did get out. 
' . . . 

--An:~stimated 65,000 more South Vietnamese have 

f1ed their country on boats. 

- Only $98. million was initially available u~der 

existing authority for the evGcuation program. An 

additional $507 million was request~d fro~ Cohgress. 

Restacinq Sites 

All refugees are being processed through Guam and 

Wake Islands where they are receiving housinq, 

food, !~.migration and Naturalization Service screen-

ing, and rigorous health care. 

- An appeai internationally by the u. s. for resettle~a~~ 
. 

opportun1.ties in third countries, has-resufted. in-the active 

participatiqn of the UNHCR and ICEH on Gua."tl • . Re­

presentatives are on site assisting in such resettle-

ment. The Australians and the Canadians have 

~mmigration officials on Guam or at Ca.~p Pendleton. 

• . 
• 

• . 
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The health conuition is very good, and no unusual 

health problems exist. 

As of May 10 less than 19.0 people out of 30,000 

on Guam have been hospita1ized, most of which 

were for maternity care, pneumonia, mild diarrhea-
. 

but no se~ious disease. 
• 

- INS is processing through those refugees whose 

documents are in order and are e1igible for entry 

into u. s. 
Public Health Service Center for Disease Control 

has established a surveillance syst~m to identify 

and treat illness. 

.. 
Receotion Centers Stateside 

The three centers are Ca.~p Pendleton, Calif.; 

Fort Chaffee, Ark.; Eglin .riir Force _Base. 

- ~arican voluntary agencies which have ~nabled 

the resettlement of millions of displaced persons 

who have been war victims are wori:ing closely 

· with USG to resettle those 130,000 refugees whom . 
we estir.ate may enter the u. S. 

The major agencies are: 

• 
(see next page) 
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Migration und re~ugee Services 
· 1312 1-!assachusetts Avenue, N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 
659-6631 

American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees 
1709 Broadway, Roe~ 1316 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

. church World Ser•.rice 
Immigration and Refugee 
475. Riverside Drive 

Progra."U 

New York., New York 10027 ·. 
• • 

Lutheran fci.::iigration and Refugee Service 
315 Park ~.venue South 
New York, N.Y. 10010 

United Hias Service, Inc. 
200 Park Avenue ·South 
New York, 9.Y. 10003 

Tolstoy Foundation, Inc. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

·. 

• Intcrnatio~ai Rescue Committee 
386 Park Avenue South 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

A.~erican Council for Nationalities Service 
20 v:cst ~0.th Street 
New York., N.Y. 
212/279-2715 

Traveler's Aid-International Social Service 
?~cc;.· Yor~:, ~~. Y. 
212/687-5958 

. . 

.. 
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- In addition, the Red Cross, Travelers Aid International 

have provided extraordinary assist~nce. 

- The private sector has come forward with major 

- CX?ressions of assistance, including United Airlines which is 

providing transportation from_~eception centers to final . . 

destinations throughout the country. . , 

~ By the time each re~ugee leaves a reception site he 

will have ~ local sponsor identified by a voiuntary resett1ewent . . . 
• 

itgency, a ri"gorous health screening, and all children 1-5 wili 
. 

receive immunizations for measles, :rubella, polio, diptheria, 

pertussis, and tetanus. .. • 
- ~he voluntary agencies ~ill assu.ue responsibi1rty 

for.finding housing, enrolling chilcren in· schools, assisting· 
. . 

~ emplol-ment opportunities fc= heads of houssholds, 

assistance in lang~age skills, etc. 

Resettlc::tent 

- Every effort will be made to ensure the resettlement 

to the extent possible will not be concentrated in a few 

enclaves in the country and will not result in ~cono:nic o= 
.. 

social service hardship. 

; 

• · ··- '! 'i'he Departr.tent of HEW, subject to Congressionaf. actic~ 

.· 

on the Administr~tion's bill, will provide full reimburse~ent 

to State and local soci~l service ar.d health agencies fer cos~s 

·--

·they may incur in providing income assistance, hehlth .~aintenanc~1 

social services and educational services to refugees who are 
.. 

in need of such assistance. 
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PROFILE OP THE REFUGEE POPUL.:'.,.TIO~i 

On May 5, 197 5 the Departi."ilent of Labor reviewed a 

sample . .(! o .. 223 families at Camp Pendleton. The saruple 
~ 

indicated the following occupations: 

. , 

. . . . : . . . 
'~9 percent were professionals or 

• 

. businessmen, ·including ministers 

13.9 

15.2 

2 . 

10 

percent 

p~rcent 

percent 

percent 

were 

were 

were 

were 

skilled workers 

clerical workers · 

journalists 
~ 

housewives 

14 percent were students 

3 percent were ·mil~tary 

.9 percent (less than one) were 

previously engaged in agricclture 

· 12 percent were not specifieC. 
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· CA:.,.IP PENDLETO~ REFUGEE RECE?TION CEL·TTER 

. Camp Pendleton is a sprawlir.g !1arine Corps training base 
located 45 miles north of San Diego, Califo=nia. The ca~~ 
a=ea is set in hilly scrubla~d. - ~ost in the hills and se;a­
r~ted by 17 railes frc~.the main base are eight refugee ca;?S 
housing a total of 19,COO refugees. The first refugees 
reached Pendleton on April .29 but re;ugees have not left in 
important·~u:::!;ers due to delays in security verificatic~. 
One of the· . .camps is made up of neatly rowed i= some;.:hat ci-
1apidatea qcc~set huts. The other seven canps a~e temp~rary 
tent villages. Tents and quonset hut rows are separated by 
dirt st!:"eets· na.""n.ed after Vietnamese cities "Dala~" street 
for exa."'\tp le. 

·zn addition to the camps, where the ~efuaees eat and 
sleep, there is a processing ·center housed i; a tenporary 
trailer ca~? where the refugees receive a rnadical inspection 
and prepare applications and the forms necessary for obtain­
ing social E?ecurity cards, Im..'\ligration ~~at;u=e.lizatio:i. Se!:Vice 
clearances and the papers required to identify sponsors who 
wi11 assist i~ resettlsment9 · 

The adr.iirdst::-a.tion of the camo.. is the ::-esnonsib:.lit;T.,P o:: 
~ .. 

Brigad~e~ G0 - 0 --l P·aui C Gra~a- ~h~ r~fu-~Q ~e-e~•1 ~~-~ 
- ... -··--- ~ - • - l.• -~c. . .... ..... _ -- "::: -- .... .=:> ~ """'--=-~-•• -

'0-o~~-~ 4- n~~~~ ~·ne c.·~~ect;·on n~ ~~chci-s ~~r.~~0 a~ - . _ ~ "::I-.;:.:. .. ~,::;) -..J..._........ _. ..._ .. £ __ ...... • -c::. -~1:...1-·--, · _e_eer 
Foreign Service Officer. Mr. Thorne is as~is~ed by =ep~~-
s ionf-ati.· ... -es o+= ~n· ~ I-..... .; r!rat.; on an~ "T .... tu--1.: - :t ....... c.... r-.-,.. •• ,.· c~· 

\;ii w " J.. ... - ~-... ·~-:i - ....... ~c:i. _:::;. ·~C..\..,L. ... ~::::-··- o:::, 
HE~; 7 Department of State, the J..gency of Int:.s::-natior!al Devalo~­
ment and the United States Information Service. The ~=in­
cipal volunta=y agencies are rep~esented as is the ?.ae c=oss. 

As in refugee camps the.world over life at Pendleto~ is 
gray. To reduce the tedium and anxiety wa have begun. to 
organize socrts activities a~d Enclish classes. Eut ths ~=e­
occupaticn- of the.refuge~s for the moment is not with the· 
present but with t}';e shock of the past and the unc·~rtainty 
of the future • 

• .. 
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REMARKS 

MY HUSBAND) OUR CHILDRE~ AND I HAVE FOLLOWED WITH 

GREAT SADNESS THE TRAGIC EVENTS IN INDOCHINA. WE SHARE 

YOUR GRIEF) AND rlAVE PRAYED FOR YOUR SAFE ARRIVAL. 

l KNOW MANY OF YOU ARE TROUBLED) AND THAT YOU WONDER 

WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR YOU, I AM HERE TODAY TO ASSURE YOU 

TrlAT AMERICA OFFERS YOU TrlE SAME OPPORTUNITY THAT IT HAS 

OFFERED COUNTLESS GENERATIONS OF IMMIGRANTS -- OUR WELCOME 

IS GENUINE) AND OUR INTEN1fONS ARE SINCERE, 

I KNOW YOU rlAVE EXPERIENCED GREAT HARDSHIP) AND THAT 

·-
YOUR SITUATION HERE IS NOT IDEAL. Bur THIS IS ONLY A 

TEMPORARY SITUATION WrlICHJ WHEN RESOLVED) WILL ALLOW 

YOU TO REALIZE A NEW LIFE FOR YOURSELF) YOUR FAMILIES) AND 

A PROMIS,ING FUTU_RE FOR YOUR CHILDREN AND YOUR CHILDRENS' ..,._._ ·--. ~ ---
CHILDREN. 
-~--- -~ 

< ' 

. . 
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THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE -- PEOPLES FROM ALL OVER 

THE WORLD, OF ALL RELIGIOUS FAITHS AND POLITICAL 

CONVICTIONS -- HAVE IN AMERICA FOUND A NEW HOME. 

EVEN AS THEY PRESERVED THEIR MEMORIES AND MANY 

CULTURAL TRADITIONS OF THEIR FORMER HOMES, THEY 

JOINED WHOLEHEARTEDLY IN THE EXPERIENCE OF 

AMERICAN LIFE. 

TMERE IS A LOVELY VIETNAMESE PROVERB FROM WHICH WE 

CAN ALL DRAW INSPIRATION: 

"THE ROAD IS HARD BUT IT IS NOT HARD 

BECAUSE QF THE WIDTH OF THE RIVERS 

·-
OR HeIGHT OF THE MOUNTAINS. 

lT IS HARD ONLY BECAUSE OF THE FEAR WE 

HAVE OF THE MOUNTAINS AND THE RIVERS." 

~ ~ ~ ·~ ~~~-1/-U}..6 
AMERICA OFFERS OPPORqUNITY IN FEAR. Ir'loMES 

~· 
TO THOSE W~AKE ADVANTAGE OF IT. l KNOW YOU HAVE 

THE INDUSTRY, THE STRENGTH AND THE COURAGE TO SEIZE 

THAT OPPORTUNITY. ' 

. . 
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l WANT TO EXTEND TO YOU, ON BEHALF OF ALL 

AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS, AS WE ARE ALL IMMIGRANTS, 

A WARM HEARTFELT WELCOME, 

h •' J(,,. 
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a lovely Vietnanlese proverb from which we can all draw 

inspiration: 

"The road is hard but it is not hard because of 

the width of the rivers or height of the mountains. 

It is hard only because of the fear we have of the 

mountains and the rivers. rr 

. . 



REMARKS 

My husband, our children and I have followed with great sadness 

-
the tragic reaettt events in Indochina. We share your grief. ~ 0-t-e 

I know many of you are troubled; and that you wonder what~ ~ f 
~j -~ 

~to you here in the United States. 

I want to assure you that America offers you the same promise 

that it has offered countless generatio,ns of immigrants. America~ L) 
~O""-V llA--~\\.~) ~ S1&.A~ (_( (...\...~ 

welcome is genuine. /\ Those who came before - - peoples from all over 

the world, of all religious faiths and political convictions -- have found 

a , home. Even as they preserved their memories and many cultural 

traditions of their former homes, they joined wholeheartedly in the 

experience of American life. 

America offers opportunity; it comes to those who take advantage 

of it. I know you have the industry and strength· to seize that opportunity • 

. You bring to our nation a rich cultural heritage.w..t.,. 4.dded to the 

· f h · · a. 1 k · variety o t e American experience, ,.can on y ma e our nation stronger. 

Y.Qll wUl find 'oi~ ...:V..,e a'Mlinaai~&;:; aasl a.desire to share in 

your culture.. and experienge, Yott will also &~k we are anxtous to 

hel:p. 

We ca11 bi§ proud t11at you ltave cl1use11 Att1erlca as yout havea aad-

your home.-

.. 
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We will draw new strength from you, our most recent generation 

of immigrants. You may need our help and understanding now, but I 

know you will sooa achieve success ol;). your own. 

I want to extend to you, on behalf of all Americans, the same warm 

welcome that we have extended throughout our history to those who 

have sought refuge here. You come to us in your moment of deep tragedy, 

h kt f . 

There is a lovely Vietnamese proverb from which we can all draw 

inspiration: 

"The road is hard but it is not hard because of 

the width of the r .ivers or height of the mountains. 

It is hard only because of the fear we have of the 

mountains and the rivers. rr 

Not to be spoken, to be used only by translator 

' I 

Bu'~DIKHO. 
f' I -... 

KHONG KHO VI 

v "' I I ' 
NGAN SONG GACH NU! MA KHO 

I 
-' J 

VI LONG NGUOI NGAI NUI E 

" SONG' 

. . 



Status of Refugee Resettlement Program as of May 16 

To date a total of 126, 989 refugees from Indochina have entered U.S. 
control. 

Of this total, 65, 553 are at Pacific safehavens and restaging areas or on 
vessels. 

Approximately 61, 436 have arrived in the United States. Of those, 
44, 635 are at reception centers and 16, 801 have been processed and 
have left government control. 
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To date a total of 126, 989 refugees from Indochina have entered U.S. 
control. 
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Evacuation 

EVACU1\TIO~? AUD RESETTLENENT 
. OF INDOCHI~H:SE RE.fUG~ES 

- 55,000 u .. s. citizens and South Vietna..uese have 

been evacuated by air an~ sea by u. s. military. 

- All American citizens who wanted to leave South 

Vietna..~ did get out • 
• . . . 

-·An:~stimated 65,000 more south Vietnamese have 

fled their country on boats. 

- Only $98. million was initially available under 
.. 

existing authority for the evacuation program. An 

additional $507 million was requested from Congress. 

Restacinq Sites 

- All refugees are being processed through Guam and 

Wake Islands where they are receiving housing, 

food, !~.migration and Naturalization Service scresn-

ing, and rigorous health care. 

- An appeal internationally by the u. s. for resettle~an~ 

opportunities in third countries, has·r~sulted in-the active 

participatiqn of the UNHCR and ICEI-1 on Gua..rn. . Re­

presentatives are on site assistins in such resettie-

ment. The Australians and the Canadians have 

immigration officials on Guam or at Ca.~p Pendleton. 

.. . . 
.. .. 
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The health conuition is very good, and no unusual 

health problems exist. 

As of May 10 less than 190 people out of 30,000 

on Guam have been hospitalized, most of which 

were for maternity care, pneumonia, mild diarrhea­

but no serious disease • 
• 

- INS is precessing through those refugees whose 
. 

documents are in order and are eligible for entry 

into u. s. 
- Public Health Service Center for Disease Control 

has established a surveillance system to identify 

and treat illness. 
.., 

Receotion Centers Stateside 

- The three centers are Ca..~p Pendleton, Calif.; 

Fort Chaffee, Ark.; Eglin Air Force ?ase. 

- American voluntary agencies which have enabled 

the resettlement of millions of displaced persons 

who have been war victims are worJ~inq closely 

· with USG to resettle those 130,000 refugees whom . 
we estimate may enter the u. s. 

- The major agencies are: 

(see next page) 
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Migration and re~ugee Services 
1312 Z-.!assachusetts Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D.C. 
659-6631 

• 

A~crican Fund for Cz~choslovak Refuqees 
1709 Broadway, Room 1316 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

church World Ser"1ice ~ 
Imrnicration and Refuaee Program 
475. Riverside Drive ~ ·. New York, New York 10027 

• • 

~ . 

Lutheran fr.-i:.-iigration and Refugee Service 
315 Pa~k .?:.venue South 
New York, N.Y. lOOl.O 

United Hias Service, Inc. 
200 Park Avenue ·South 
New York, ~t.Y. 10003 

Tolstoy Foundation, Inc. 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, ~r.Y. 1001.9 

• International. Rescue Committee 
386 Park Avenue South 
Now York, N.Y. 10016 

.. 

American ~cuncil for Nationalities Service 
20 ~est (~th Street 
New York, N.Y. 
21.2/279-2715 

Traveler's Aid-International Social Service 
t~cw York, N.Y. 
212/6Si-5958 

. . 

.. 
, . 
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- Xn addition, the Red Cross, Travelers Aid International 

have provided extraordinary assistance. 

- The private sector has come forward with major 

- expressions of assistance, including United Airlines which is 

providing transportation from_~ecep~ion centers to final . . 

destinations throughout the country. 

~ By the time each re~ugee leaves a reception site he 

will have ~ local sponsor identified by a voluntary resett1e~ent . • • 
Agency, a rfgorous health screening, and all chi1dren 1-5 wil1 

. 
receive immunizations for measles, rubella, polio, diptheria, 

pertussis, and tetanus. . . .. 
~· - The voluntary agencies will assume responsibi1rty 

for . finding housing, enrolling children in· schools, assisting · 
. . 

in emplo1rment opportunities for heads of households, 

assistance in lan9~age skills, et~. 

Resettlc~ant 

- Every effort will be made to ensure the resettlement 

to the extent possible will not he concentrated in a few 

enclaves in the country and will not result in ~conc:nic or 
·. 

social service hardship. 

- The Departraent.of-HEW, subject to Congressionai actic~ 

on the Administr2tion's bill, will provide full reimbursement 

to State and local soci~l service ar.d health agencies fer cos~s 

·they may incur in providing income assistance, hehlth .~aintenanc~1 

social services and educational services to refugees who are 
·. • 

in need of such assistance. . .. 
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PROFILE OF THE REFUGEE POPUL..~TIO~ 

. . 
On May 5, 1975 the Depart.i."'ilent of Labor reviewed a 

sample of 223 families at Camp Pendleton. The sample .. . . 
indicated the following occupations: 

. , 

. . : . . . 
'i9 

13.9 

15.2 

2 . 

percent were ·professionals or 
. . 

businessmen, ·including ministers 

percent were ski11ed workers 

psrcent were clerical workers · 

percent were journalists 

10 percent were housewives 

14 percent were students 

3 percent were ·military 

.9 percent (1ess than one) were 

previously engaged in agriculture 

· 12 percent were not specified. 
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CAMP PENDLETO~ REFUGEE RECEPTION CENTER 

. Camp Pendleton is a sprawling ~arine Corps training base 
located 45 miles north of San Diego, California. Tha ca~~ 
a=ea is set in hilly scrubla~d. ~ost in the hills and se;a­
r~ted by 17 miles from.the main base are eight refugee ca;~s 
housing a total of 19,COO refugees. The first refugees 
reached Pendleton on April .29 but re;ugees have not left in 
important·~urr~ers due to delays in security verificatic~. 
One of the· . .camps is made up of neatly rowed if some-..:hat di-
1apidated quonset huts. The other seven canps a?:'a temp:n::·ary 
t:ent villages. Tents and quonset hut rot-:s are separated by 
dirt streets· narned after Vietnamese cities - "Dalat" street 
for exa.'nple. 

·zn addition to the camps, where the rafuaees eat and 
sleep, there is a processing center house·d in a ter::porary 
trailer camp where the refugees receive a madical inspection 
and prepare applications and the forms necessary for obtain­
ing social. ~ecurity cards, Irn.'nigration N~-turalization Service 
clearances and the papers required to identify s~onsors who 
wi11 assist in resettl6ment. 

The adoinist=ation of the cam .. o is the =esoonsib~litv o= .. .-
Bri~ad~ er Ge-Q--1 P·aui C Gra~a- ~h~ r~fu-~0 ~ese~·1~~e-~ 

_'Wit - ... • • .._ .. w.. ... • l,,\ ••'-• .... - -- ':::- ...... ~ ~~--·"·-··-

prog:~~ is unC-er ~he direction o= ~icholas ~h~rne, a ca:::-eer 
Foreign Serv·ice Officer. Mr. Thorne is assis-=ea-by rep::-~­
sentatb.·es of tha Ir.-:n.igration and ~:atu::alization S:::::::-~Tice, 
HEW,. Depa,rtment of State, the Agency of Ints::.-natior!al D~valo:;:­
ment and the united States Information Service. The ~rin­
cipal voluntary agencies are rep=esented as is the Rscl Cross. 

As in refugee camps the . world over life at Pendl~to~ is 
gray. To reduce the tedium and anxiety we have begun to 
organize socrts activities a~d Enclish classas. 3ut th~ j=e­
occupation- of the.refugees for the moment i~ not with the· 
present but with t~e shock of the past and the unc·~rtainty 
of the future. 
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Dear Sheila: 

PRESS CENTER 
"OPERATION NEW ARRIVAI.S" 

Marine Corps Base 
Camp Pendleton, California 92055 

17 June 1975 

Just a note to tell you how much I enjoyed working with you in preparation 
for Mrs. Ford's visit to our refugee center. It was certainly a valuable 
learning experience, particularly the pool business. 

Things are still going strong out here. Thus far over 2300 newsmen have 
passed through our press center, and there's no end in sight. It's been 
interesting being spokesman, not only for the military but for the State 
Department and all the other federal and volunteer agencies involved. 
We've had our moments, but editorial feedback around the globe has been 
favorable regarding the Camp Pendleton phase of the operation, and we hope 
to keep it that way. 

I know you are often involved with large throngs of media, and in retrospect 
as I look over Mrs. Ford's visit, the pool was the only way to go although 
perhaps your first suggestion of using ropes in the tent-camp area might 
have worked, too. '!he large pool we had that day jammed things up a bit. 
Perhaps one network would have been the best bet in lieu of all three. 
Those TV guys can really clutter things up and it's difficult for any of 
them to get more than a few feet of film at any one time. 

FYI, we had a thorough pool report for the non-pool media in our press 
center as you drove up to El Toro. The San Diego UNION reporter, Don 
Harrison, made a marvelous pool report, and cont>ined with our tapings of 
the briefing and Mrs. Ford's remarks, it enabled a reporter to cover the 
story and not even leave the press center. 

It's a shame that the networks do not have a better arrangement to feed 
their affiliates in pool situations, isn't it? We had a few disturbed 
regional TV types, and it's too bad the nets can't work something out. 
All in all, the coverage out here, and I'm sure across the nation, was 
very complete and got the message across. I'll be glad to forward you 
some front page clips if you need them. 

It was fun meeting you, Sheila. I just wish that Mrs. Ford could have 
been with us as we strolled through the tent-camp area that evening. 
Things haven't changed. I'm truly impressed with your professionalism, 
thoroughness, and good humor. The First Lady is in able hands. 

If you ever come out this way again, we'll have a field jacket waiting 
for you! I look forward to working with you some time in the future. 

Sincerely, 

0-± 
ARTHUR P. BRILL 
LtCol USMC 




