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WASHINGITON (UPI) -- & St IL ING BeITY FORD DECORATED HER LAST WHITL
HOUSE CHR ISTMAS TRekh IODAY AND SAID NEITHER SHw NOR HER HUSEAND IS
RET IR ING.

PINNING TWIN "BRITY" 4ND "JERRY" WHITE DOVE DECORATIONS ON He
CLILING=HIGH IRE: IN THL BLUr ROCM, 1he FIKkSI LADY GRINN&D WHEN a

RLPORTER ASKED IF SHe Was RETIRING WHEN PRESIDENT FOKD LLAVES OUFFICL

"I'M NOT RETIRING Al aLL. Ne ITHER IS THe PRESIDENT « NOT Al " G
SHE SAID.

"I WILL CONT INUL WURKING WITh MY VARIOUS PROJECIS AND THe
PRESIDENT WILL Bk BUSY ," SKE - SaT1h . WOMAN'S RIGHTS, ShH: SAID, WILL Bk
AMONG HER POST -y HITE HOySe PRUOJLCTIS.

WAS THIS LAST CHrISIMAS IN THE WHITE HOUSE A SAD TIpe?

"NO," SHE SAID.

“IT IS NOI AT ALL SAD. We'Re VeRY HAPPY. FUR THt CHILDRLN AND ]
ARE SO VERY nAPPY 10 Bw GLITING THe PRESIDE NI BACK. BUT, YOU KNUGW , We
PROBABLY WON'T BECAUSE He's GOING TC Bh VERY BUSY ," SHE SAID.

UPI 12-89 ©3:13 PES

5,
A

3
)
¥
"e

Digitized from Box 11 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MRS. FORD-TREE
BY HARRY F. ROSENTHAL

WASHINGTON (AP) -- BETTY FORD SHOWED OFF HER FAMILYIE
LAST WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE THURSDAY AND PINNED ON IT
TWO CLOTH DOVES TO SYMBOLIZE '°'THE SPIRIT OF PEACE AND THE
SPIRIT OF LOVE. "'

THE FIRST LADY HAD WISHES OF GOOD WILL FOR PRESIDENT!ELECT
CARTER AND HIS FAMILY BECAUSE, SHE SAID, ""THAT 2T Q0 ® GGSTMAS
IS ALL ABOUT.''

SHE SAID THAT IT WASN'T A SAD CHRISTMAS FOR PRESIDENT
FORD OR THEIR FAMILY.

'*WE ARE VERY HAPPY. THE CHILDREN AND I ARE HAFPY TO HAVE
THE PRESIDENT BACK AS A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY,'' T @B+ FOCRD
SAID AS SHE SHOWED REPORTERS THE BICENTENNIAL CHRISTMAS TREE
IN THE BLUE ROOM ON THE GROUND FLOOR OF THE WHITE HOUSE.

* ""1 LOVE THE WHITE HOUSE,'" SHE SAID. ''TR@®ON T THINK
ANY FIRST LADY CAN LIVE HERE WITHOUT LEARNING TO LOVE AND
KEVERE THE WHITE HOUSE. IT'S A SPECIAL HOUSE, W OOUSE THAT
BELONGS TO ALL THE PEOPLE. "'

SHE WAS ASKED IF SHE HAD A CHRISTIMAS WISH.,

"*YES, 1 DO,"'' SHE SAID QUIETLY. °‘"THAT7D OB@®O O BB
TO PUT THE TWO WHITE DOVES ON THE TREE. TDCGB OBOR THIS
COUNTRY ANC THE WORLD IS TO REMAIN WITH LOVE AND AT PEACE. '’

THE STATELY KROOMS OF THE WHITE HOUSE HAD THE FRAGRANCE
OF PINE NEEDLES AS GREENERY WAS SPREAD IN SOME FORM THROUGH
ALL THE ROOCMS.

THE BANISTER OF THE STAIRWAY LEADING TO THE SECONDEZ COFk
LIVING QUARTERS WAS LACED WITH EVERGREENS TIED WITH LARCE
RED RIBBONS.

THE EAST ROOM, SCENE OF SO MANY GRAND WHITE HOUSE AFFAIRS,
HAD AN 18TH-CENTURY ITALIAN CRECHE BANKED BY GREENERY. THE
NATIVITY SCENE HAS 3@ HAND-CARVED, BARCQUE FIGURES. .

IN THE STATE DINNING ROOM WAS A HUGE GINGERBREAD HOUSE
MADE BY THE WHITE HOUSE CHEF.

BUI THE CENTERPIECE OF IT ALL wAS THE <©-DOOT BALSAM FIFR
IN THE BLUE kCOM, DECORATED WITH MORE THAN 7500 CD1 AWDE
FLOWERS, INCLUDING THE STATE FLOWERS OF ALL #@€ Zi OBEB.

UNDERNEATH IT, SOME OF THE THOUSANDS OF GIFTS FROM THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE TO THE WHITE HOUSE WERE IN BOXES AND ON DISPLAY.
INCLUDED WERE DOLLS, STUFFED ANIMALS, WJGR.B/ OD CARVED
BIRDS AND A MODEL OF THE ATTACK CARRIER W4LTL .ZDKRESTAL.
1265 154€&PFS
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Alexandria Council of Garden Clubs
Alexandria, Virginia

Haw,ii Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Kaneohe, Hawaii '

Syracuse Garden Club
Manlius, New York

The Bedford Garden Club
Bedford Hills, New York

The Garden Club of New Jersey
Glen Rock, New Jersey

Milbrook Garden Club
Milbrook, New York

Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs
Tacoma, Washington

Zone XII Chairman, Garden Club of America
Hillsborough, California

vone X — Garden Club of America
Dayton, Ohio
(ohio, Indiana, Michigan)

Garden Club of North Carolina, Inc.
Greensboro, North Carolina

The Louisburg Garden Club
Louisburg, North Carolina

zone XI, Garden Club of America
(Colorado, Iowa, Missouri, Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Illinois)

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Boca Raton, Florida

North Country Garden Club, Inc.
The Three Harbors Garden Club

___Lawrence Garden Club
New York

Zone V, Garden Club of America

Delaware and Pennsylvania

The Garden Club of Illinois, Inc.
Elmhurst, Illinois

Tdaho State Federation of Garden Clubs

Lake Geneva Garden Club
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin

___Rhode Island Federation of Garden Clubs
Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc.
Federated Garden Clubs of Iowa

Garden Club of Ohio, Inc.
Columbus, Ohio



Zone VII, Garden Club of America
Kentucky

Garden Club of Garrington
Garrington, Illinois

Mouston Mountain Arts & Crafts
Abingdon, Virginia

The Federated Garden Clubs of
Connecticut, Inc.
Lyme, Court

Zone XI, Garden Club of America
Illinois

Penn Hebron Garden Club
The Garden Club Federation of
Pennsylvania

West Virginia (Malden)

Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts, Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts

South Side Garden Club
Islip, New York

Zone IX, Garden Club of America
(Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi,

Tennessee and Texas

Zone XII, Garden Club of America
Hillsborough, California

The Garden Club of Georgia, Inc.
Dunwoody, Georgia

Pimeria Alta Garden Club
Nogales, Arizona

The Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.

North Carolina Garden Clubs
Greensboro, North Carolina

Federated Garden Clubs of Minnesota, Inc.

The Garden Club of Irvington-on-Hudson
Dobbs Ferry, New York

French Broad River Garden Club
Asheville, North Carolina

Zone VII of Garden Clubs of America
(North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia
and Kentucky)

Garden Club of Lawrence
Lawrence, L.I., New York



First Grade of Immaculate Conception
School, Ithaca, New York (art class)

Patrick Henry High School
Asheville, North Carolina

Phoenix House Plant Shop
(Part of Phoenix House Drug Rehabilitation Center)
New York, New York



Individuals

(May

represent Garden

Clubs)

Mis s Debbie Pearson
Warrenton, Virginia

Mrs.
Arlington,

Mrs.
Las Vegas,

Judy, Robin,

Yoko Tatekawa
Va.

Reese E. Roberts
Nevada

Norge, Virginia

Charles Allen
Fort Worth, Texas

Mrs. John W. Thompson
Mrs. W. H. Ragsdate
Virginia

Edward Gage,

Jr.

Nashua, New Hampshire

Mrs. Bayard H. Roberts
Philadelphia,

Mrs. R, E. Tellopson
Boise, Idaho

Mrs. Frederick James
Kansas City, Missouri

Mrs. E. Ward Russell
Silver Spring, Maryland

Betty Martin

Mrs. Donald D. Dugan
Little Rock, Arkansas

Mrs. Robert T. Neal
Warrensburg, Missouri

Mrs. Charles D. Vawter
Indianapolis, Indiana

Mrs. Pat McDaniel
Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Mrs. Sid Jammer
Cleveland, Tennessee

McNeer

Mrs. Paul Quinn

Mrs. Donald Moore
Mrs. William D. Hall
Mrs. Bain McClintock
Alexandria, Virginia

Mrs.

Grace Rymer
Cleveland, Tennessee

Mrs. Sidney Johnson
Alexandria, Virginia

Mrs.
Alexandria, Virginia

Mrs.Walter R. Gherardi

Lakeville, Connecticut

Steven & James Deal

Pennsylvania

Peggie Lippold

Roland Szadokiercki

Woodbridge (Dale City), Va.

Mrs. Dale Gallentine
Woodbridge, Va.

C. F Martin
Ohio

Mrs.
Dayton,

Margaret Knootz
Dale Gallentine
Woodbridge, Va.

Mrs. John Martin
Silver Spring, Virginia

Louis Szekely
Garden City, New York

Alice Wansor
Melville, New York

Henry E. Coe
Lawrence, New York

Mr.L. Smith, Jr.
Williamsburg, Va.

Janet Smitn and Friends
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For Immediate Release
Thursday, December 9, 1976

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary to lMrs. Ford

The love that is the spirit of Christmas is the inspiration behind this
year's Christmas decorations at the White House. Mrs. Ford chose
decorations to create the feeling and mood that Christmas is love.

The emphasis in the decorations is on the natural beauty of evergreens

and berries. Throughout the Mansion, the mantles and tables are decorated
with natural arrangements of holly, juniper, cedar, boxwood, bayberry,
woods fern, spruce and pyracantha. Trees garlanded with greens, pine
cones and red velvet braid also are used throughout the White House.

Large wreaths of Noble fir adorned with red velvet ribbons hang in all

the windows on the State Floor. The fragrance of the greens contributes
to the Christmas atmosphere.

The White House Christmas tree in the Blue Room is a 20-foot Balsam Fir.
(The tree was selected by Kenneth Guenther of Black River Falls, Wisconsin.
He is this year's National Champion of the National Christmas Tree

Growers Association.)

The tree is decorated with over 2500 handmade flowers, including the
state flowers of all 50 states. Materials used include silk, felt, dried
cornhusks, bamboo, seeds, beads, shells, ribbon, metal, porcelain and
glass. Small baskets of assorted dried flowers also are hung on the
tree, which is topped by a nosegay of flowers. Tiny white lights and
baby's breath complete the trimmings. '

The flowers were made by garden clubs, art classes, senior c¢itizens
groups and schools in all the states and the District of Columbia.

Under the tree, a few of the many gifts from the American people to

the White House commemorate this Bicentennial year. Included are dolls,
stuffed animals, quilts and carved birds. Wrapped packages in shades
of blue and red complete the under-the-tree decorations.

Two porcelain doves in a cage are also in the Blue Room.

An 18th century Italian creche, banked by greenery, is on display in the
East Room. The nativity scene has 30 hand-carved Baroque figures of

the Holy Family, the Wise Men and attendants, the shepherds, angels

and animals. The creche was donated in 1967 by Mr. and Mrs. Charles

W. Engelhard Jr. of Far Hills, New Jersey.

More than 50 volunteers, primarily from the floral industry, helped
put up the decorations. Jack Bangs, chief designer of the Gazebo

of New York donated his services to coordinate the decorations. Joan
Peck, designer from New York City, supervised decoration of the
Christmas tree.




December 1976

WHITE HOUSE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Ceneral
Natural arrancgements of holly, juniper, cedar, boxwood, bayberry,
woods fern, spruce and pyracantha adorn the mantles and tables
throughout the State Floor.

Red candles replace white candles in the chandeliers on the State
Floor, except in the Red Room.

Wreaths unless noted otherwise are Noble fir accented with larce
red velvet bows.

Carlands unless noted otherwise are Princess pine with red velvet

braid.

All the windows on the State Floor have wreaths.

North Portico

Two large Douglas Fir with tiny white ‘lights flank the outside of
the main entrance.

On the door is a large wreath of Noble Fir with a single candle in
the center.

Crand Foyer

Two Douglas Fir trimmed with a garland stand on either side of the main
entrance.

The Grand Staircase is draped with a cgarland.

A painted wood antigque Santa Claus stands on the landing overlooking
the Cross Hall.

A small boxwood tree sits on the pine table on the lower landing of
the Staircase.

The urns on the pier table on the west side of the foyer will be filled
with the natural arrangement of creens and berries.

A garland will be draped across the arch between the foyer and the cross
hall.

Cross Hall

. Two Yew trees with garlands stand in the niches of the South wall.

A wreath of Noble Fir, Silver Fir, incense cedar and pine surrounds the
Presidential Seal over the door to the Blue Room.

State Dininc Room

The sconces and chandliers are carlanded.

On the table along the North Wall is an edible ogincerbread house made
by Hans Raffert.

On the dining table, the centerpiece and matchina eipurns also will be
filled with greens and berries.



Christmas 1976
Page Two

Red Room
A cranberry tree is on the console table.
Blue Room

The Christmas tree decorated with hand-made flowers and lichts
stands in the center of the room surrounded by Bicentennial oifts
to the White House from the American people.

The EFEast Room

A wreath of Noble Fir, Douglas Fir, incense pine and cedar surrounds
the Eagle plaque over the main door.

A cgarland of white pine leads from the wreath all around the crown
moulding of the room.

Greenery, including blue spruce, Doualas Fir, holly, Scotch pine,
and Yew, bank the creche. A juniper hedge is in front of the creche.

Diplomatic Floor

The rooms of the Diplomatic Floor also are decorated with wreaths
and natural arrangements.

In the China Room, a pair of holly trees flank the fireplace.

In the Diplomatic Reception Room, two small yew trees stand in the
small foyer.

In the L-wer Hall, two yew trees with garlands stand on either side of
the door to the Curator's Office. '

Also in the Lower Hall, all four tables will have arrancements of red
poinsettias and ivy. :

Large natural arrangements decorate the tables flanking the door
to the West Wing.

Two large Douglas Fir stand on either side of the main entrance.
trees have tiny white lights.
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Balconies

The Truman Balcony has a wreath of Douglas Fir and a garland of White
pine with fruit. :

A similar garland adorns the railing ieading to the State Floor balcony.





